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From the Chairman of the‘Nationéi Coﬁﬁittee”
To The Ssqreiary-GeneraL'of,ﬁhe Upitedhﬂépions
New York o . ‘ . .
Sir,

‘YJe have-.the honour to submit this petition to you and we are convinced in
advance that when you put -this ratter before the honourable Merbers of the
United Hations they,will;bebgodd‘enough to intervene with phe French Government
in order that the ccnstant difficulties created by the res;onsiblevauthorities
tn the Czmeroons under French administration ray be brought to an end.

We enclose a copy of our letter of 13 Januaryfl956 to the
Administrocor-ilayor of the town of Lomé, which will give you an accurate idea
of thre purpose of our appeal to the United Ilations. The sketch that is also
attached to this'petition is designed to gilve you & clear idea of the places and

1
the crowds shoum in the photographs.—

l/ liote »y the Secretariat: The photographs and the sketch refe?red to as
= S AT heve Doen placed in the Secretariat files and are available to
merbers of the Trusteeship Council on request.

56-03749
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Part 1 of the sketch shows a part of the APATLOO concession where crowds of
men and women went to hear Mr. SANTOS, the spokesman for our Movement at the
United Nations tenth session; this part 1 corresponds to_the fwo photographs
numbered 1 and 1 (cis) in the collection.

Photograph No. 2 shows Mr. SAHTOS, (see arrow No. 1), standing in the
middle of the crowd on its way to the meeting, asking Police Inspector Scznigbé
(see arrow No. 2) whether the lawfully organizéd public meeting had been
prohibited at the last minute. This photogranh shows a scene‘whiéh occurred
rear the police barrier at the north-west of the APALOO concession (see dotted
line No. 2 of the sketch).

Photograph No. 2 (Eii) shows the police dispersing the crowd in rue Thiers,
Just after Mr. SANTOS had passed. The scabttered crowd withdrew to an. enclosed
area in the north-west part of the APALOO conecession, in order to avoid the
usval accusation of demonstrating on the public highway (Wo. 4 of the sketch -
crowd in the background of photograph No. 4). '

Photograph o. 3 shows the police forming a barrier across rue Thiers to
the South of the entrance to the APALOO concession (No. 3 of the explanatory
sketch).

e consider it unnecessary to stress the fact that any resistance to the
orders of a policeman is likely to provoke incidents and lead to serious
complications, for it is the Administering Authority's intention to subject the
nationalists to constant provocatipn, with a view to suspending or impeding their
political activities. - ,

Thanking -you in advance for your intervention on our behalf,

We have the honour to be etc.
(8igned) Ben APALCO

7 enclosures
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. 13 JANUARY 1956
1/cn/cI

From the Chaiiman of the National Committee
To the ADMINISTPATOR FOR OVERSEAS FRANCE
AdmlnistratOr—Nafor of the town of LOME

Sir, ,
Further to the 1nterv1ew which you were good enough to gran+ to a del egatlon
from our movement on the afterncon of Monday 9 January 1956

We have the honour to inform you. of our Commlt ee's comments on the arguments
you put forward, in reply to the complaints made by our delegation, to Justlfy
the truly regreftable intervention by the\pollce en Tuesday, 5 January 1956. '

Ever since the creation of our local politioal group, vhich is striving
to obtain political liberties, the Police§of the Territory, whose role should be
to forestall and to prevent any infringement of the fundamental rignts to vhich
we are entitled under the Constitution of the Fourth Republlc the Unlted Natlons
Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement, have been doing their utmost to dlsturb or
prevent the public meetings lawfully organized by our Movement ‘ ’

The files of the Administering Authority and of the Unlted Nations are
overflow1ng with telegrams, petltions and varlous motlons which bear out thls
statement. \

The purpose ol the pdbllc meeting on 3 uanuary 1956 was to hear
Mr. Anani Ignacio SANTOS the spokesman of our Movement before the United Natlons,
inside the APAT.CO conce531on.

At approﬁlmatery 5 p m. police barriers were drawn ‘up in the roads 1n order
to stop the very dense crowds streaming toward ‘the meetlng place from enterlng
the concession., It was only by way of an exceptlon that the sreaker himself, ‘
an eye witness of the annoying 1nc1dent was allowed to cross one of the pollce
barrlers. At Lomé, the 1ntellectua1 capital of the Territory, the mnn1c1pal '
police turned back the people regardless of age, sex or social status ’who
were g01ng to hear Mr. SANTCS. |

As the police were merely agents carrying out the orders of oCGNIGBE the
officer in cormand of t@e squad, a delegation of our Committee went to the

Town Hall in order to report what was going on. As the Mayor was absent, the
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delegation went to find Mr. PAUC, the Police Superintendent. The latter simply
showed our delegation to the door, saying that he had "other fish‘to fry".
Our public meeting of 3 January 1956 would have been a resounding success
had it not been for the deplorable intervention of the Lomé municipal police.
From the interview which our delegation had with you, it is clear that the

business of the police who were rushed to the spot was to:

(2) verify the ident;ty of every person attending the meeting;

(v) search people with a view to seiging any weapons they might be
carrying;

(c) establish your compliance with the threatening letters that obliged

you to take action to safeguard'public security.

Far from under-estimating the importance of the role that the police are
called upon to play in any well—organiéed soéiety, we regret to have to asgure you
that today, as in the past, it is rather a quesﬁion of using the Police for '
the purpose of Paralysing, at all costs, the nationalist activities in the
country. For is it not péradoxical that: ‘

1. the police ha&e never done anythingrat Lomé or elsevhere to prevent

or sabotége public meetings organized by the Parti Togolais du Progrés;

2. the people attending public meetings of the P.T.P. have never been

turned back or searched - for example, the public meeting held by that

Party at Tonyeviadji on Thursday, 5 Januvary 1956;

3. thousands of inhabitants of Lom€ had to go home disappointed, ahd

the police found no -one carrying arms or without a proper identity card.

As the public meeting to which this letter relates took place in an
atmospﬁere of calm and good order, we venture to think that you will not allowr
yourself to be influenced by these professional writers of threatening letters,
whose actions show that the real instigators of disorder are not'in our ranks.

In any case, we should be very grateful if you could arrange‘for us to
receive copies of the threatening letters in question, so that we may take the

necessary steps.

We have the honour to be ete..

. (Signed) Ben APALCO

—— o o





