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Note by the $e-eretary-General: In accordance with rule 84 · of the· rules -

of procedure for the Trusteeship. Council, the Secretary-General has the hon.ou:r • __ 

to transmit herewith to the members of the Trusteeship Council a co~unicution · __ : 
~ ,, ~dated 25 November 1949 from the Traditional l'JD.tive Herbalists, Rulers and Subject_s-

.. ~ I ,.. - , • • 
,• 

of Togoland under British Trusteeship concerning-the Trust Territory of .Togoland.-

under British administr~tion. 

-. 
This communication was transmitted to the Secretary-General by the United· 

Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Terri torie~ in \Jest ·,i.frica.. 
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?ETITIO~l FROi-i TH~ TituDITI01J,1.L ILTIVE IIERBH~I:..,TS 

.RUii.:l\S Htm SUBJ}~CTS OF TOG0Laim UHDili rnir.i:'ISH TRUSTEESHIP· TC/ 
THE UNITED NaTIONS VISITING l-l.ISSIOHS 

Honourable_ Visitors> 

L· On behalf of the Trc.dit':ionu.l Native.Herbal hedicine Practitioners., 

· .• indi.6e_nous rulers a.~d subjects of Togoland, we hc.ve tL_e honour and rospec~ to 

present this humble petiticn of ours to th~ United Nations through you the 

Honouro.bl.J.Visitors chn.rged with the commission of pro~ing .the·affnirs relating 

to the'welfare of the.people of Togolcnc. 

2. Our delight and plea.sure in welcoming you ·into our midst and land are 

bey~nd bounds, for it is the fi~nt time in thu n.nnn.ls of the history of Togoland 

flince the land was· entrusted to the. ·.i.dministratiori of the Unit~d Kingdom, tho.t a 

Conmrission has arrived to gather first-hand· information end to devise meo.ns of 

promoting the wolfo.ro gf the peopl~·a 

3« · · Ue are vecy grateful ~o you the Visiting Commissioners, th'-3 United 

Nations and all under whose aus~icas the present visit is eff0cted, 

. 4~ THE '11RH.DITI01L.L H.:filbLISTS KNrn,rLEDCE 

· Be:'orc_ you can understand our present demand quite well, allow us to . 
-say this mt:ch, That before the white men cnn11.~ to ,~frica a!)d to Togolo.nd, Our 

ancestors -wer0 healing ef fecti v1;3ly dis.eases with .herbc..l Medicine • 
... 

5., The h13rbal l-iodicine pro.ctionurs depended entirely on the roots, leaves 

and barks 0£ trees in controllins succ~ssfully such diseases cs Epilepsy1 

Consumption) Leprosy, Fev~r etc. This knowledge of hurbal Medicine and tentment 

has been handed-down to us traditionally. From these leaves, roots and barks of 

_trees as well as the shrubs that grow.on our land, we aro still able to arrest and 

•resist tha attacks of.common diseaser effectively. Herbol treatment takes 
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2J,micdiiite effect in that it needs no adaption to the clirnati,c_·conditions of the · 

people. 

6, Wo admit that we require further instruction in purification, . , , ' . .. 

pr~servo.tion and correct dosage of the tradi tic;>nnl hcrbtl.l 1'ii3cidint:s. 

7 o The FETISH PRIESTS OR PRIESTEES 
j 

The traditional herbal Medical Pra.ctionurs differ froni. the nt!iaber of 

.. ,__,-;.,~.J: ... ? .dests and Prieste-3s who conduct. th..; roligicus serv:..ccs .of the .pc0~·,:!_ .·~ :· 

Those Priest at times, nre consulted to tell fortunes etc. Some .of them in 

c.tl<lition to their Offices do tent diseases-with he:i;-bal m~dicine. The traqitional 

Native herbalist do8s not depend o;n the consultJ.tion o~ ru1 oracl~ · to diagnose ·a 

disease but on Symptons. . 

8. HERll1.L MEDICINE DISPENS,£IES •. 

Through out \J (~stern Togo land and Ewe.:.land ( o.s·. you will so~) thd.re are·. ·· 

United facilities for the people to obtain adequate lllddical tco.trlent, 

There are only threo Sinall Gov~rrunont ·dispens~ries {at Ketc, Ho and 

Hohoe) at di stances of about 60 ..;. 80 miles frorn each cth~r;, Th~r;.J ar~ no other ! 
. . 

dispensaries whatever. The p).ight 0£ the p1;3ople falling victims to accidents 

nn.4 acute illness, not to 1.i.ontiot). other ·small ailments requiring ir.ant;;di:1.te 

attention of Medical Officer in the rural areas for- exaraple ~s.daklu, ;~iadenyigbo.; 
' . 

Fe.po.so, Kwa.mikurom Etc., could b\? better imagines than described. Here the 

pressing need for the establishment of trad.itional Native .H"rbal Medicine , ._ 

disp(:;nsaries to meet emergencies and __ t~ · render first aid need not to be m\jntioned; 

it is over due. But unfortunately it is to the traditional_ Herball;ts that th~. 

a.dntlnistering .t-1.Uthority gives less encouragCL1unt and help •. 

9 ~ CONCLUSION 

In view of the for~going, We humbly crave Your ~ndulg~n.c/.3 t9 reccoill,.md · 

to ttie Uruted Nations 0rganist1.tions and the .,...,dministaring -, .... utho'ri~y the. follow;ng:-

.(1) '!'hat the administering ;~uthority allow th'e ·e~tablishment of-
..,, :_·,: ' 

. j' 

~- . ', 
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(2} The~ Grnrit-in~~dd 'ba· g:i"hntud for the r:mintent-.nce of the No.tive 

Horbr.l H ... :didnc Dispcnccrs so established. 

(.3) ·Thnt two Schoolurshi'ps be granttJd y~~rly to· trD.ditionaJ.. Native 

Hcrbo.lists for further studies in Europo · c.nd ,.J.ierico.,· in the 

purific~.tion, prcs~rv.:•.tion ti.l)d do.sage of. Na~ivu H.,;.rbal. l\1edicine. 

8. 

9. 
10. 

~le ha··, e the honour ·to be., 

Your l-1ost Humble H~rbalists., 

(si~ned) 'I .c itK. YHD.,.N ....... ~ .................. . 
e;, v o ••,•'I••••, 1' , a•,!• o • t • -$·• • • • • • • • t • • 
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o o • o ri o., o • c e • • • 7c , " • o • o • • • <l • • • • • • • • • • 

•ti•••••.,•••••••••ooo•••••••••••••••• 

·Endor:ied. 

l, (signed) I.C .K. Y.~D.~H ···············~···· 
2'. ·,. 
s. 
6. 

7. 
a.· 
9. 

10. 
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Dr.ted nt Ho Bankoe this 25 day of NoveMber, 1949. 

i 

I 



P.u,R..J·iOUUT CHL.~F: / PRESID.i1~NT ~ 

.... T .... HDO ST ... TE 

(signed) TOGBU °'J3USU IV 
· his 

X 
· r.anrk ·, 

11 wjM.H..,.,.. MORNY (seer). 

P.JtJ'lOUNT CHIEF ;·· PRESID~T 

.,· .. W.u.Til:ill ST •• TE 

PnitaJl.iOUl~T CHIBF / PRESID.Jl~T 

Btl;]:i ST,t. TE 

(signed) I .. C.K. Y.J) • .H 

CHI~F lf.imB,JJ:.$T 
... SOGLI ST.bTE 

" M. K. · oz.· .. 
... 

" 

CHIEF HERB,J.,IST · ~ 
,hKPilil ST.i .. TE 

his 
EMHiJruEL .: .. • K. LODOUU _ . X. 

mark 

CHIEF HERB • .LIST 
.... T.,NOO· ST ... TE 

" B. FR.c .. NKEWELt", 

CHIEF HERB4llST 
.i.W.ri.Tlt1il ST,,.'l'.E 

CHI~F l£HB ... 1IST 
'Rl W.r,i ST ... TK 

' 
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Sgd,, I,G,K. Ynda.h 
Chiof Hcarbo.l11t, 
i,SOOLI Sta.t1 o.nd on 'b11hnlt 
of ,,aosli H1rccli1t1, 

Sgd, M, K. DIA 
Ohiot Htrbnl1ot . · 
i\kpini state r .. nd on b@halt 

. of 4,kpini Hcrb1l:l.1t1 

. Sgd. Elnmo.nuol n,K. Lodonu 
Chief H~rba.li1t, 
~ .. to.nd.c Stt1. tv o.nd en boha.lt 
ot ntnndo Horbc.ll1t1, 

Sgd, S, Frankwell 
Chiot Herbcliat 
,.,m.tim~- Stc.t,B nncl on bah&lt 
I,wtimo H@rbo.li1t1 

Ch1uf Hor\mli■t 
!UtJt1 starto o.nd on bohnlt 
Bu•n Horbo.li1t1. · 

S1d, 'I'osbu:i. Gl\bunu, IV hi1 X mark . · 
. PrHidont, .·,t1ndc stnto, 

W/m 'P ? Morey 
S@oruta.z,', ntAndo Sta.to, 

BSdu adjAtokper, V 
PArMLCunt Ci-.~.l t; 
Awntim@ Stt.,t'3, 

n Bopi, to our_ P~ti~on,bt:toftlArdod· to tho 
P&rAmCunt, O~•t,."wAiifflo StAto, amoral 

. PrHldcmi tor' 1olf'lAnd H@l'lJAli11t1. 1°, 

: :••·-~·~.•······••.•····· 




