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FORTY-FIVE PETITIO!W CONCERNL1\jG TIIE CA.\1:EROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTF.ATION 
· AND COW...AINING COMPLAIN1~S .RELATING TO . VARIOUS BEPBESSIVE MEASURES 

. ( Circulated in accorq.ance 'With :paragra;pb 5 of the 
· - · · a.rinex to resolution 1713 (XX)) .· 

l. All · these :petitions, severaJ. of which come from members of "One .Kamerun" 
.. ' . \ . 

refiect the tense .situation now prevailing in the lerritory and protest against 
' . . . 

various. repreesi ve measures. which continue to be tal'-en, particularly in the. 

Bamileke rsgion and in ·sanaga-Maritime, and which are attributed either to the 

Administering Authority or to the present Cameroonian Government. 

2. Several specific incidents involving the murder, looting, harassment and 

persecu~ion of Cameroonians are cited in support of these allegations. The 
•. . . . . . 

following passages .. are taken in ec.ch case from the original text of the :petition: 

(a) 11We eritimate ·that· in the :Bafou&sam Subdiyiaion ten patriots were . 

publicly burued not to m~ntion ~hos~-w~·se heia.s·· \rere ~ut. off. by the 
. ' . ... , ' . ' . ' . : .. 

colonialists and whose bodies wer.e thrown, into lalt.es. At the Bagwa , 

hospital, French troops forced their way in and.took away the patients; 

know:.::cg the ·names of some of the victims w~\ist' th~ f;r you; Tam.on Issac, 

Koua..ni Moit!e, Kamogni Metsebo Kar.c,. Waff~ KnI!lg~ing, · etc. 11 .(petiti~ns 
.-1 ~ -~ ... 

Nos. 1;2, 3) ~ 
11Bangoua hospital: The French .forces cam~ ~h~r~ ,to take away. 

hundreds of patients on different nights.·. We .know .the n!ll!les of some 
' ' . . . . .. ' ', . . . . 

of their victims who are no longer alive andwho~~.n~mes ~re. ~s . . ' . . . . . ,, . \• ' . ' 

follows: Tamen Is~ac, Kou~ Moise, Nkamegni Metsel:ioJvf.arc,. Waffo Kamgaing,'1 

.. . - ' .. 

(petition No. 15). .. . . 

"The Police Commissioners of Dschang and Bafoussam~ accompanied by 

hired soldiers, hope for innumerable burnings and massacres in the 

Bamilek~ country , • • The patients, men and women _of the B1;1.foussam 
~· .. . . 

Subdivision, who were the victims of the blows and, wo.1.,Ulds .inflic~ed .by 

58-02622 
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the above-mentioned mercenaries, and who entered the Bangwa Hospital in 

order to be treated, met a most inhuman fate there. The said Police 

Commissioners and their mercenaries bave just taken from the hospital 

fifty patients who were subjected to torture and saw thirty of their 

brethren die! ••• The ten survivors remain in a ~itiable state, at 

death's door, in the Bafoussam prison. We do not know whether they will 

survive. Just as in Sanaga-Maritime, fifty boxes of grenades were thrown 
' 

by the French police and two cannon shots killed several and wounded 

several others! ••• Again at Bangwa, individuals found on the highway 

were killed and their bodies t.hrown irito the water! ••• " (petition No. 16)~ 
11French troops massacre patients at Bangwa hospital, following 

killed: Tamen ~' Kourun Moise, Kanmegnimetsebo Marc, Wafeu Kamgain" 

(petition No. 17). 
11French forces massacre patients Bangwa hospital" (petitions 

Nos. 18 arid 20). 

"French Government wipes out patients Bangona hospital" (petition No. 19). 

(b) · 11Indignantly ·protest against arrest· patriots Kemegnes Anatole ):.f 
Eyidt Bebey,~/ B~ebom Jacques. Anatole alreac1y executed Eseka concentration -- .. .. 
camp. Request United Nations intervene immediately with local authorities 

in order to free the others'i (petition No. 43). 

( c) 1110th of this month Gouchini .Etienne, Kalabi Michel, Boya Samuel 

arrested, concerned for their lives" (petition No. 28). 

( d) · 11Iri August my two children, Djoko-Tsekoumou, Nguiate-Tsekouomou were 

shot by the French colonialists" (petition No. 44). 
( e) "Protest against arrest D,iomo Paul, Fend.a Joseph, request United Nations 

save their lives, alarmed" (petition No.6). 

( f) "Vigorously protest against destruction of houses, arrest 

inhabitants Boned.am Njombe request United Nations save their lives, 

alarmed, Wamo Innouya" (petition No. 4). 

!/ Note by the Secretariat: See document T/PET.5/1315. 

g/ Note by the Secretariat: See document T/PET.5/1314. 
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(g) "Energetically protest against illegal arrests of patriots 

.f:hedom Fezeu, Daniel Fatso, Emanuel Tchetchis. Request Un_ited Nations 

save lives of these patriots. Situation alarming Bafoussam prisori1 

. . " ' 

(petition No. 14). 
(h) "A troop of soldiers entered my village (South Basoa, Dschang) 

at 1:30 a.m. night of 15 November and arrested five persons: 

Waffo Paul_, Nyague Isarl~re, Fogang N~oon'ba · Michel and Mba Takout~. 

Illegal burnings in this village. I do not know what imprisonment is in 

store for these patriots arrested on the night of 15 November. At Batchang 

the Chief's house has been burned down, with two deaths, at . Batunie, 

seven deaths" {,petition No. 8). 

( i) "Whereas· in certain groups of the Bafous s~ Subdivision such a.s ! Batie 

Bandenkop, Bah~, ~encJ.jou, ·Bahouang, etc., soldiers set fire to the 

villages of several !)atriots, a1·rested and are still arresting patriots; 

Mr. Nz~:~~' ~· Simo Martin, Mr. Ngounou And.rE3, Mr. Kui Kamgang and 

Mr. Kamga P"nilippe, etc. were lined up at the Chief I a house at !J!:ti~ on 

the previous evening and dispatched for no reason with a bullet through 

the head" (:petition No. 22). 

( j) · "Bangou: during the second half of November 1957, Ngompa Tchuantie, 

Simo Ssmue12f and Gomegni were hanged. The things that were done at 

Bandenkop were just as frequent in. the.Mungo Region. 
' " 

At Djongo: this :place in the said Mungo Region wa~ cle~red of its entire 

pop'ill.e:tion. At Douala, on 9 December 1957, the nine patriots whose names 

:follow were arb·i trarily arrested and are no longer alive·: Keuda--Tekue­

Nganou-Tenne-Dipegue-~-Yougue-Djoutechouano 11 (petition No. 12). 

Note by the Secreta.T.'ia.t: This name is a:+so mentione.d. in document 
T/PET.5/1311,paragraph 2 (o). 

I ... 
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(k) The following are the names of some of the people killed: 
, . . . , 

·. · Woghia Valenti·n · · . : · 

Tchuinchi~. Fran'rois':./ · 

Somgui Joseph 

K'e·nmogn~: Mi cbel 

Tcomtcue: Ambroise 

. TaJ;.le.. ~athieu .· · 

· Kamdem Amir~ 

Djoko ellr~tieh , ... -

Kam.den. Emile·· · 

Bugueu 

Kouam Jiiriiie 

Xom ,•· 

'Butekbuo, · . 

'NgUin Paul., ... · · 

.· .. · zu·a1.i· 

Goupo 

... K:amdem 

Njoko 

Taltlo Jean .. 
Buwa 

Tchieguin Abraham 

Kutoukam 

Taf:f'o Toukani 

Fopossi Michel 

Tamowagn~ Henri 

Magoua Friilienne2/ 

Kamdeni Justin§/ 

Dotapei~. 
c .• :· ·o•-" ·. ·n••~TI. 

. . . -ol...t. - . J11:;; 

(petition No. 9). 
(l) 11I wish to inform the United ?lations of the a.a·11y death toll at. Baham 

d,n:in_g .. December 1957:, ·namely, :.. on' 13 D~-c~mber :twelve per~ons were kille.d, 

at Batoufam, for· example, Fb~do11p·' and. many others,· on·· i-6 ;Dece~ber eigbt;(. 
- . ' 

persons were killed in the· village of Bati~,. al's; in the Bafous~am. 

Sub di Yi sion. . During' the same month fifty p'er'sons lfe·re' killed in tlie same 

village, at Ba:niend;)ou, ~ on the . ne~ day ano'th~r thirty. :persons were killed 

in t~e. same area a.t Badenkop eight :persons ~~;~. ~ille~, for ey.ample,· . 

Fekou Philippe and other. patriots, .a,.fter vllicll the:b:- bodie~· we're b~ned .. 

on the Sop-Kouam-Moyodom concession, in the Daog quarter at Baham. In 

the same, part of the Bafoussem Subdivision, Bamileke Region, Famy Luc, 

Foko Josu~ and several others, to the number of ninety-five ~ersons, were 

Note by the Secretariat: Mr. Fran~ois Tcbuinchi~ would seem to be the 
author of documents T/PET,5/1275 and 1298. 

2./ 
(jj 

Note by the Secretariat:. · See documents T/PET.4. and. 5/20, T/PET~5/1296 and 1303. . ' _. ,. 

Note by the Secretariat: This name is also mentioned in document T/PET.5/1286. 

I ... 
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arrested' and deported from· the B~leke Region·: . F~/ example: 

Taf:f'o Maurice, Tched.ioun Kamwa,' Kontchou Tcbeudem, ·nombue Dakoua1r'. -------(petition No. 45). · · · . . . 

(ri) 11I bow before the sUf'feringa b~ing. ~ndured · by o~ patriots' in Baham, 
< • ,, ••• ;:,_,,.,_. 

Sanaga.:.Maritime and the Mun~o Region. But I en~r~etically prot_e~t against 

the percentage cf the follv'Wir.g· compatriots: 

DeRartmental list of vict~ 

Names of persons arrested Place. of arrest 

Kouam Maurir;J.I 

T~oukounte Elias 

Njekou Fr. 

Nguifo Laurent]} 

Kam~e Bexn~rdJj 

Ninzou Ignace 

Fotso Eµ.ia,s 

Kouam Denis 

~ouemegne Joseph 

.Njioko Paul 

Tchouenl{am Michel 

Mantjen I (Mungo) 

Nkongsamba. (Mungo) 
I( 

II 

II 

If 

Douala ·( Wouri) 
. It 

tl 

II 

ll 

K..9Illdem Jean Lieu inconnu 

"But I note the presence among these victims of Comrade Kouam:Maurice1/, 

aged 70, who was arbitrarily accused of having organized terrorfsin at 

Manten I." (petition No. 27) 

( n) 11In Sana~a-Mari time, for example, ,people c.ire invited to 
1.1.eavc tbe brush I but villagers found'•e.t hcme are tortured., robbed, 

,arbi t.:i:-.:.rily arrested and led to the torture camps of Botmakak, ~, 

Mat(":nt:i, M:pepe, Eseka, Pouma, Nkonga, Ndom, Nyanomg, Wgambe, etc., where --•-·-- -- -- - ---- -
they are forced to do the most clegrading labour. They may be I freed 1 

after two to four months of imprisonment, and after paying large sums of 

money to tbe mercenaries over and above.what .was stolen from them. The 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: These names are also mentioned in clocument 
. T/PET.5/1305. /. • • 
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8/ 

2./ 

places of imprisonment are guar~ed either by gendarmes or by soldiers, 

for the camps in which hundreds of patriots a.re tortured are not 
' ' 

official prisons, the people who are kept there have not been charged in 

any court. 

of the UPC'. 

They have simply been 'denounced' by some informer as 'members 

The camps main~ained by the Cantonal Chiefs or other killers 
' of patriots who are seeking a few favours are known to all the authorities 

and all the extortion takes place with the encouragement of the French 

authorities who act under cover of.the Prime Minister of the Karnerunian 

Government••• The Karnerunian people submit to you and to the Members of 

the Assembly the names of the victims listed below who'died in the torture 

camps: 

Pe-pe Pierre Ndjeng Monge Joseph Nyobe Madeleine 

Nsonga Antoine Nwina Joseph Nyobe Christine 

Boun Missang Diyassi Joseph EtoU Daniel 

Oum Antoine Libobi Andr~ / Nkeng 

Mahi Ngidjol Mbog Mbog Losbe Bilebel 

Djon Limkki§_/ Mben Samuel~ Bakehe 

Nyemeck Joseph Djon Gustave Njile Rebecca 

Liscom Yacgnes Bassong Mika Ndjen Hoya Etienne 

Hagban Vincent Mayi Bab61lea Mut-Muni 

Oum Baki Njock Yob Ngo-Bikay Rt'Thecca 

Ngo Mben et ses 3 file Ngo Biteg Heleine Ngo Nduga Marie 

Mom-Nugi Um Thou}t .Andre Tedga Nirob~am 

Mbock Etienne2/ . Nyobe Bog 

And many other per~ons e:tc ••• and the quantity of war material and the 

n\llllbcr of soldiers incessantly increase day by day in Banil~k~ and 

So.n:,,1-T-,-Mari time "(petitions Noa. 29 to 41). 

Nr.+ 0 ~--•r t.he Secretariat: These names are also mentioned in document 
T; _:,:--;_i.', "511}1.0·. 

NotF: :,y the Secretariat: Mr. Mbock Etienne is one of the authors of 
dOCUillent T/PET.5/1198. 

/ ... 
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. ,· (o) ·l!s~ply as examples, ~ liE;t- ~k1~e k:·£eV1bf1 {th~; 'names out of the 

several thousand of our compatriots who have fallen ~der· the bullets of 
... • • • • ,' ' • ' • • .- .. ... ".. J • ' , • ' ,, ', •• ·' • t . 

. • . , '' the French mercenaries or been hanged by them in. agreement with M' Bida 
···1n the first half of' November 1957 '.aione:W ' ' '·: '··.· ' ' ·. ''' '., 

' , ,~- ,;··. 

In' Sanaga..;Mari t'ime: 

Pepe Pierre · 

Boum-Missah · 

MahiNjijol 

Nyemeck' Joseph 

HGbang Vincent 

Njem-Mong 

Dyani Joseph 

:t-~cngo-Mbong 

Djom Gustave 

Maj i Mabamea 

Njok Job 

Ny:,'b~ Chrestine 

Mik:~n 

Batche-Babisson 

Nji:=;n Hoyo 

Poykoi 

Mhiteg 

Norn Nujium 

MJga Mirabeau 

Nsoga Antoine . 

Oum Antoine 

Djon Limahi 

Lissom Jacques 

Oum Baki 

Mwin.g 

Libobi Andre 

Mben Samuel· 

Basson Mbika 

Nyobe Madeleine 

Etod Daniel 

Lesbe Bil~le 

Nyb Rebecca 

Met-Mum 

Men et ses trois enfants 

Nduga 

Thak And.re 

Mboy Etienne 

Nyobe Boog 

Killed in transit on land belonging to Baham, which was invaded 

by tb0 mP.rcenaries: 
Kamdem-Wobu, Tanou, Tatchunlo, Kamdem and thirty others who could 

not be identified. 

10/ Note by the Secretariat: The list which follows is identical with the 
one reproduced above in section (n); only the spelling of certain 
names varies slightly. 

/ ... 
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At Batcham, fourteen persons killed in their sleep at night.. Bag~a., 
. ', ' "t .~': ·~ ."·~.. •• ' , -

six persons killed. . . 

On 13 November 1957 fi f-ty boxes of grenades thrown in SanR.ga-lvf.ari time 
' .- , - ·'. -

cau!:!ed several dozen lorries. ~oade·d w.i. th oil and gasoline left Douala for 

Sanaga-lvf.aritime where the Fren~h Admi~istration proposes to burn down all the . 
forests before throwing the bomb." (petition No.·•7) 

(p) uThe forces of the Fr~nch army are so bloodthirsty that they take the 

prisoners out of their cells and kill them after deporting them far .. ", . ' 

_from the towns. As examples, we list here the names of certain prisoners 

out of the hundreds.who were taken away and killed in the brush: 

From Bayanga.m From BadenkoE 

Bonwa11/ ZualeW 

Koua.m Emile12/ Sidji~ 

Zuk.6tse Gabriel 

Zu-TaLI6ea Abraham 

Buta .... --ayo 

All the persons listed above were taken from the Bafoussa.m prison and 

killed in a s~ream which is now becoming the ma.in burial place for the 

Bamil~ke p~o~le that the French Army executes every day. 

We give here the name of the stream into ~hi~h the French throw the 

bodies of ~·.::..r people who have been shot or· hanged. 

fild-:1.m, situated between Battie and Foumban in the Bouda Subdivision, 

Bamil~ke_Region. The names of some of the persons arrested and killed 

whose bodies were thrown into the above-named stream are as follows: 

g/ No+ic, 'hy t1r? Secretariat: This name is also mentioned in document 
;::;-=,-,:-.- ..:·;-,·, ·,'"5 .LI - ., -- ., .,., .,...L..J,.o • 

l
r:,. 

_f.:./ Ti:i-:-, by the Secretariat: These names are also mentioned in section (k) 
ul this paragraph. 

/ ... 



Natives_ of the village of Bayanga.m 

Ngin Pe.ul yeux arrachrasW 
Fooposig/ 

B~tekouJY. 

Kui toukam!Y 

Taffo-Toul:amW 

·For the Bouda Snbdivision · 

of' Badenk:012 
. . . 12 1 

• Kamdem::!::I . 

0 Djoko- ... 
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of Bangou 

Ngonpooh 

· Examples of Cantonal Chief's killed and thrown into the water: 

Nkwen5n of Palepo, T.saah Pierre-of Babadjou, Yto Menkam Joseph of 
_,__.... ,· ·- . 

Batccehem ~n.:eu Tchi!1~0.f .Batcham, !<?hiend~e,.1 Luca~J ~-ro. Meis of 

Bat:cham and arrests :forty ~otalling f'l•om Ba.badjou, 150 from Ba.tcham, 

about thirty from Erunat~. 

Arrested at Douala on 25 November 1957: 
Kamden Michel 

Taka Mouis 

Wotchun Jean 

Moyo Michel 

Wagle. Joseph 

T~guia Moise 

Teguiatou Pierre 

Noumo Louis 

Guifo Pierre Ngougu.elah 

Kam.den Jean-Mar1J2/ Teb~ Maurice" 

(petitions nos. 23 to 26). 
(g) nwhereas the following ara the names of some well-known patriots 

w1o have been either burned or thrown into the water since 10 October 1957: 

Ba:f'oussam subdivision, Baham village: Si!J'.lo Emmanuel, Tonou JoseP,_hJ 
-- -- 4T-

war1.1oh, K8EJ,-:lem Joseph, Mec1.om, Tchuenbou Fran9ois, Kamden JustinL 

Souopgni etc. 

g/ Note by the Secretariat: These names e,re also mentioned in section (k) 
o:r this pa.i·agra:ph. 

!l/ Note by the Secretariat~ This nrune is also mentioned in section (m) 
of' this paragraph. --

!!±./ Note by the Secretariat: This name is also mentioned in T/PET.5/1286. 

/ ... 
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At ~aham, on 16 October 1957, five women and their children were 

burned in a hamlet between tha reeds and the rapbia pa.lln trees at a 

distance of 3 kilometres from the chief's house. 

Village of Bandenkop, on 11 November 1957 at 9.15 a.m. Ngan11:jou.on 1-1.aurict 

and Siedja ~fe were shot and burned because they were suspected: of being 

membe:::s of the UPC, on 17 November 1957 ~zalli Mef~ Noyo was shot by 
so~diers who had come from Eangou village. There is also NzesoP. Bonfang 

.. · .. 
. who was sh(?t and whose villaga was burned. On t:he same day eight :persons 

were taken from the Bafouss~ pris;n and shot to death. 

/ ... 
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Yfilage ot..!_ati~:. On the night of 27, October five young men were shot 

t:wo lrJ.;Lometres from the Chief I s house on the pretext that they had· left at 

5•3? p.m. TLey vi:ere §imon .. You~~ JeaP:.,,f/ Secretary of the village, .Nzekoum, 

a notable of that:; village,, Kuo.kamgang,W Chef de quartier e.:C Fa"'lES'l'.i Batie, 
.. . . . ) 

In this same village from one day to the next innumerable persons are taken 
, . . . 

away and, when their families· go to loolt for them, the· colonialists say': 

they have gene away or disappeared, it. is not known where, · .. 

. Dschang Snb!!:Y!!:!,-~n, Village of ~essing, two persons; !2J_oli.o Chr~tien, i 7/ 
and ~oae;eh, killed, Mass a.rr<:3sts in this area and dur~ng the night 

terror reigns. No one can go out between 6 p .m,, and 7 a,m,, trucks .. come at 

top speed to round up people and throw them into· the various water •• ,courses 

after strangling ~hem, 

.MBoumla: . staggering e,rre_sts, :i.ndescribable deportations and 

disappearances, · 

The villages where :people have been ~u.rned are the following: 

Ba:r:.yagam - Bangou - Bandenkop - Batcha - Barnenka - Bahouang, etc, -- ----=--- --- -.-- _ .. _ ' < 

Baham .. -
The watercourses into wh~ch the people. are thrown with their heaa.s c~t 

off, their _boa.ies stripped or thefr :faces band_aged after ohooting are the 
. . , 

following: Mih between MBounda and Baneoa; Noun between Fownban and 
' ·.-.- .,· ' .._..._,. ,; . 

Bafo1.~ssam, Bamoungoum Ri ~e1•, Kam between' Bafang and· Nkongsamba, Babad,iou 

River betwe~n Babs.djou _und Santa in the Bri ti~h zone - ·Tumwa P.iver between 
' . 

Bamaua and Bangou, Bansoa River between ~ansoa and Balessing, . Mlem River 

between Bafoussam and Bandjou, Soupoua River between Bandjou-Bamend.jou and 

Bamel:.a.. 

µof~-~_j:~~e Secretariat: tbis name is also mentioned in ll.ocwnent 
T/PE'L 5/1;,i.l. 

Note hv t.t,(; Secretariat: this name is also mentioned in section (i) of 
tEisiara-i,~::.,,ph •. . 
Note hy_:the Secretariat: . this name. is also mentioned in section (11:) of 
this. paragraph. 

J ••• 
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The well-know lakes in which people··are: also throw, some killed, some 

atrociously tortured,' are: Me1min betwen Ba.ngou, Banayagam and Baham; 

Negheu, the black lake.near the Chiefdom of :Baleng, the white lakA, ·going 

to-wards Bamoun, the red lake within the village of Baleng. 11 (petition No. 13) 

_ (r) . "Pupil of Nan.io Catholic Mission arbi tra.rl.iy expelled11 (pet:!. tion No~ 42) 
"Consiiering that during this s·ame month the pupils of a whole School 

of Medicine r.uraculou.aly disapperu.·ed at· Dou.al.a and that since then none of 

the children's parents has ever peen informed where those member.oof' the 

Kamerunian ~lite have been·takeno 11 (petition Uo. 22) 
Three thousand children at Doua,!! were refused entry to the kindergarten 

during tbis month and the Prime Minister is trying :to withdraw many-of' the 

scholarships held by Ca.meroonian: ·students in France•" (peti ti.on No• 21) 

{s) 11We draw your attention with great regret to the very severe :censorship 

which is cu.rrently being appl;l.ed in the· Ca:meroons to prevent the despatch of 

letters to the United ?;ations. T"n.e senders of ·such letters ~re seized at the 

)?Os_t office itself and their identity is dragged out of them. Then their 

ad.dress is w:.1.tten do'Wil and sent to the police so that they can arrest the 

saicl sender, who will suffer a fate such as God alone can imagine. 

c:,ur Association has just sent you three regtatered 1-=tters numbered 4ll, 
412 and ~13 and da~ed 13 November 1957, Post-Telephone No. 517-2 at DOuala 

NewwBell. Please be so kind, Sir, as :to let us know if you bave received 

theoe three letters. n!§/ (petition No. 7) 

Note by the Secretariat: The three letters referred to here are all 
letters dealing wi titgeneraJ. questions• They have therefore been summarized 
as such and brought to the attention of the members of the Trusteeship 
Council in document T/PM-4 and 5jL.17/Add.2. · · 

/ ... 
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( t) ''.Indignantly _protes-t against :slaughter of. 78 patriots at Baham Ba-pa 

on 15 _December11 (December 1957) · (petition No. 5) 

(u). "Bafang Subdivis:i.on: At Bangfam t··on 18 0ctober.1957 in the market 

~lace, one killed; four women misca.rried .. and several people were wounded. 

Batouseam Subdivision: Bamoujo1.1. and Badenkop:. the .chiefs of these two 

, . groups are in. prison at Dschang; _at. Bawang the chief1 s house and mqre than 

si:l:: concessions belonging to notables were burned; three dead and several 

vrounded at Bathe, Tchatoha quarter, the Protestant mission was_searched and 

the monitors ~ere . carried off and put in prison on 30 October 1957, while 

-at the central market place.at Bafqussam on the night of.;o October three 

:peo-ple were .,killed, several wounded and several imprisoned. 

MBouda S.ubd.ivision: At Batcha chiefdom several concessions belonging to 

notables were burned, three dead, .~everal wounded and several ~risoned. 11 

(petition N0 • 15) 

( v) "It should also be frankly revealed that in Sanaga-Mari time, 

Bitchka T.enguia Jean-Marie at Baham, Toko Joseph at Douala, Sash Jean at 

N'Kongsamba, Tueme Albert at M~lon_g,. acting in co-operation with the Police 

Commissioners, are the ones really responsible for such horrible scenes• 11 

(petition No. 10) 

· ( w) 110n the night of 25-26 November 1957 at 2 a.m. the New-Bell quarter, 

Bamilekl'!, was encircled and searched by the , colonialist mercenaries. We 

learned from well-infolmed sources that old people, men, women and young 

people, entire families, were arrested and deported to unknown destinations. 

There were about 300 people and it is deplorable-that several people have 

been hidden... We would also remind you th~t on 29 and 31 October 1957 

and 7 November 1957 the town of Batcham near Mbounda was encircled by more 

than 5,000 soldiers with• firearms. We have just learned.of the mass arrest 
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· of. all the. old -people, ~en, · women", ana.' children·; . more than 150 people sent 

to an unlmown destination. · F6r, t~is reason·; there have bee~ so many dead 
. . . ,, . ~. . '' . ,' : ' . . . . , . ' ' ~ ' . . ' '\ .. ' ' ... · '. . . ' . . . 
that the number amounts to ;o. We a.re sorry to· see that the sq_uares in 

the Bamileke R~gion are encircled by th~ F~nch' coi~~ialist soldiers and 

-·.no. one must ieave o; he\du :be shot"~ Terror ~f be:tng ~assa~rea?~~igns at 

·present iri Bamileke and particularly in Sanaga-Maritime, Douala, etc.••" 

.· (peti'tion No. 11) 

_ (x)'"Baham: This group,which has 30,000 inhabitants, has become 

· practicaJ.ly a desert wh~re' ail the corpses of those killed in all the towns 

in Kariler\lri. are buried. In other. wo7ds, in the large tmms in Kamerun 

night searches are catried ons~ as ~o round up all the young people 

suspected of being national.ists who ere .then burned or buried· at· Baham • 

. _·; Ba:1ic.enko-p: ·tn \his group there a.re more 'than 2
1
000 soldiers who 

commit all kinds of inhumane barbarities, raping little girls eight and 

nine. y~ar~· "old~ Those who ·are ki.11.'ed are 'thrown into houses to be burned 
' ' . ,· ' ' ' . . ':. .. : . . . . . . or else put on military lorries to be· thrown into watercourses such as 

.. · the lakes ·or Meunih, Baleng, Eankou; 'Bamoungoum and Bamend.joun •.. 

The t~wn of Nkongsamba: On-9 Deceiriber 1957 this to,.-m was encircled -~- - .•. 

by soldiers who illegally searc?ed the houses of suspects. No one is 

'allowed to move about in'this town, which h~s,more than 50,000 inhabitants. 

Thos·e who are the victims of these searches are thrown into the various 

p·ris0na in the Territory while others are sent to Baham, where they are 

.. , executed." (petition No. 12) 

'(y) On 18 November 1957 the soldiers went to the small market place of 

Bafoussmn on the Foumban ·road with three empty lorries and ca.Ine back with - . --- .. . . ' ' 

the same lorries filled with -women whom they had arrested. These women 

were ircmediately taken to the army.camp where more than 110 soldiers violated 

a single woman and when she was nearly dead she was automatically burned 

or thrown into the water. Even ten-year old girls were pitilessly 

disembowelled by the soldiers." (petition No. 13) 

/ ... 
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( z) ~~Si~ce. the night_ of 25 November 1957 nocturnal arrests have not ceased. 

In parti~ular. they are che~k:lng d~cwnent.sf:·ide.ntity cards,: tax receipts, 

· . · <::enpµs. 1?,nd work cards. Anyone' ,rho .. does ·not have ·a. work -card is- arrested 

and deported. This work card syst~m fi absurd and. requires no comment, 

si.nce the Administration itself recognizes that three-quarters .. of the 
., . . '. 

population of Douala. are unemployed because there is no worl{... Let France 

talk to us a.bout the care it t~es or' wome~ and children• when the head of . . . ~ . . ; , 
',•' .. : 

the family has been deported forever. The President of the Legislative 

Assembly. of :~c;tmeroun., acconwe.nied by the Chief of the ·wouri Region., said in 
' . . . . . 

his speech of 23 No_vember 1957 at Douala·: · · 11The French Administ'tation and the 
-. . . ~ ' " ' - ' ,• 

Kamerunian Government are well aware that·most' of the inhabitants of Douala 

are livip.g in poverty becau,se th~y.have no work., but'we shall make an effort 
. ' ''. ' ' 

to .open up business enterprises t_o' gi•ie woi'k to the unemployedn. It was 

astonishing, on the day after thi_s·:famotis speech; to see· the soldiers 

invadlng the Ba!:lileke quart~r, ~eiizing the ·inhabitants and proceeding to 

check:their work .cards, ~nd d~porting hundreds of peo)?le.who did not have 
• • > •, < •r'•• • 

work cards; it goes without say:tne that the French .Jl..dministration is . . . ~ . 

depop-µlatiµg Kameroun :i.n a. thousand ,iays. 11 (petitions Nos. 23 to 26) 

( aa.) nAfter the approach of the ·twelfth. session of the United Nations General 

Assembly the situation became· still marl alanniri.g •. Bs.nds made up of people 

enrolled of their mm will or ·by force for: whs:t was shamelessly called 

'~elf-defence·;.; whiqh were really notnin~ but Gangs of criminals, besieged 

the villages and forests, engaging in·a veritable degradation of the human 

person. In the villages property was pillaged under the eyes of the owners, 

who were subjected to tortui•e., and the women were savagely violated in the 

presence.of their parents and husbands~ ••• 

/ ... 
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The situation in the Ba:t:1il~!c~ RegiO,!l! As in Banaga-Maritime, the 

situat;l.on is becoming more and more serious. 

1. Considering that at Batcham, Bameteg, ~bad,iou, Mbouncl.a Subdivision, 

the victims of torture and people killed are too many to count. 

2. Considering that at ~angou, Ban9jou, Bahcuan~, Ba:rangam4 Baham, 

Bafoussam Subdivision, killings and night burnings take place day after 

day and night after nieht and that the resulting victims and dead are 

too many to count. 

3. Considering that at Badenkop, the French administering authorities, 

acting·through the Prime Minister of the so-called Kamerunian 

Governn1ent, are seizing young people from twelve to eighteen years of 

age, shutting them up in houses and burning them without mercy. 

4. Considering that at Balessing, Dscbang Subdivision, killings,. 

massacres and looting are continually increasing, as in the other 

.;antons and groups mentioned· above." (petitions Nos. 29 to 41) 
(bb) "At the time of writing (23 November 1957), Sanar.:a-Maritill!:. is 

surrounded by armed troops from Edca to Ndikinj_miki. Not even a fly can 

get out of a forest in this Region enclosed by barbed i-tire. In administrative 

and governmental circles under the loi-codre they are now working on u plan 

to bombard all the forests in Sanaga-Maritime in order to massacre all the 

underground fighters who have token refuge in these forests since May 1955. 

The hideous work of the Occupation is being intensified throughout the 

Territory as foll0i1s: 

At Bc.h~ there are no indigenous inhabitants or domestic animals left, 

the fires willfully set by the mercenaries of the Administration have burned 

up all the houses, the villa.e;e is now occupied by camps for torture and 

hanging. The soldiers, led by the police Commissioners, bring Nationalists 

I ... 
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there ·rrcm all parts of the -Bamilekt country and execute. them ( the 

Nationalists) by shooting or hanging. At Badenkop many people are being 

·killed and. s·everal young people- have just been arrested there. and shut up 

in a· well .. sealed house to which the mercenaries-· then. set fire! ... ~ -Imagine 

what sort of death·our young brothers twelve to-eighteen years.of age 

suffered~ 'A ;§.?.x~ngamJ Batie, Bangou, BP~IWRDS., in the Bafoussam Subdivision, 

Bamilekf Region, the people are subjected to particularly:odious treatment, 

men a.nd animals have been annihilated and the women have been raped to the 

point where· they have lost consciousness 1 a.ft.er which"petrol has. been poui'-ed 

over their genitals and ignited£ ••~• One can only imagine bow mu~h these 

l)oor beings suffered before they died 1 · •• • At. !!Q..:t.£_~ Balll!:;t,, ;§§.badjou, 

Bouda. Subdivit:!ion, ·~alesinp;,' ~ang Subdivision'; the situation ·1s the ·.same 

as that described above; -at !}~ouni, !}~eJ!., ~f.'8J'.!B_ Subdivi-sion, burnings and 

killings are like· the cases de'scribed above~ ••• ~. 

[;~p,;ime dut1.ng hours of, s~~: The carrying off of patriots during the 

night, torture, looting, deportation, concealme!lt.of..some of.those deported, 

imprisonment and slaughter. 

Rindrance·of freedom of movP.ment: Cars are frequantly stopped, the. --·--------------
passengers are beaten up and made to pay heavy fines of.2,000 :to 

;,ooo francs CFA under threat of imprisonment •. After 6.30 p.m. neither 

persons nor vehicles are· a.llmted to move about. · !n the panal!a•Mari time Region 

and the Bamilek~ Region, particularly in the villages of ~a.a, Ea:t.~gam, 

Baden cop, Ba tie 1 !30.ngou·, ~awn11g, ~oufam., !!1!mO<li£'-1., Bapah, ~.§!!!.., li,abadjou, 

Balessing, g§:3..e!:_, li..~io.w.1l, etc,, not even tha slightest freedom is guaranteed 

for children or women." (petition No~?) 

(cc) 11 At Baham prisoners died and French troops caused fires throughout the 

area belonging to the village. The ~1ebf Regicm., like ~ana.ga••M'3.ritime, 

is ablaze and tl:lis has been caused by the-French Administering Authority"· 

(petition No,8). 

/ ... 
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(dd) 11Here, in our country, it is impossible to count the number of patriots 

thro'Wll. into the streams, or thp_se hanged, or those who have had their eyes 

put out before their executionu ~ Our people is even deprived of sleep, for 

mass arrests take place during the night, not to mention·wilful fire-raising 

or the deportation of patriots who ·suffer a cruel death. There is.· suppression 

everywhere in Kamerun; no one is free to speak or to travel freely. Such 

areas as Baham, Ba.yangam, ~kop, Batcham, Bangou, Bagoua, Bab~teg, 

Balessing and Baffoussam, all.in the Bamileke·Region, have been totally 

destroyed. Women violated to the extreme die on-the spot; children 'Who are 

thus orphaned. and have no support are · dy:i.ng :.all the time. Patriots are· 

arrested and killed mercilessly by tanlrn:~ The streams have. become the main. 

places where the bodies of our murdered brothers are throwni" (petition No. 9). 

(ee) "No freedom is respected any longer; .people are arrested at night and 

when ~hey a.re asleep; there is torture, inhuman persecution, the traffic moves 

in complete insecurity:· frequent and illegal fines are imposed on traffic 

in the centres;· corruption without pre·cedent •• •• Need we refer. again to 

Sanaga-Maritirne and~ where cases of wilful fire-raising are increasing; 

·where there is sa.voge sloughter of pi·isoners; -where torture, persecution, 

corruption, looting, raping of pregnnnt women ere incrP.c.oing.,., o People are 

intinida.ted o.t every moment, even ~hen they are o.sleepo 11 (petition No. 10). 

(ff) "At Baham men and women are being ar'rested without exception; even if the 

women s.re pregnant; without regard for age, children are put into houses, 

the doors are closed, petrol is thrOim over them and they 'are burnt. If you 

have heard what hnppened in the Barr.il~ke Region, Bafoussam Subdivision, in 

particular at Baham, do not ask any more what is going on in Sanaga•Maritime, 

Edea Subdivis;i.on, in particular the M'Bcbundi group; it is worse there 

than at Bahnm. · In the following regiom::: Mungo and Wourri, Ngo:1g and 

Sanagn M 1Bom, Mtem and p,ja Elobo, there axe mas.s arr~sts, slaughter and 

imprisonment without disc±imino.tion (petition No. 15). 

(gg) "Situation very ten~e in B:ilimn, Batie, Bo.tcuni, Bo,tcham, Mbounda, Banfam, 

Bamenk:i., B~ndjou, in the Ea~:-_l,el:e Regio:.J., and l'.f:,anga, N,ioumi..,e, ~, ~, 

Mungo, in 6-"lJl~i,Iarltir..e" (petition no. 19). 

(hh) "Some villages heve been completely wiped out, suc)l as Baham and Batcham 

in the Bpmileke Region and regions completely destroyed, such as Sanaga-

Maritime. 11 (petition No. 21). I ... 
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(ii) ''In the are~ of B:mam, today as yesterday, people are incessalltly being 

killed, and their bodies, taken and thrmm. into the lakes b~t·ween jialenssanp 

and Noun; particularly in the Ba.fang Subdivisiql'l~. T'nroughaut the territory of 

Kamertm. the Administering Authority is arresting patriots, m~lt;reating them 

and gouging out their eyes in the middle of the night at Douala. . They are · 

being .. arrested and tl1rmm into the sea of the Wouri, just as. they . a:re in the 

~l~ke R~g.ion-~ ·particularly in the Baffoussam Subdivision." (petition No. 45). 

:;. Most of these petitions also contain en~:-g~ti.q p;rotests against the 

arrival in the .. Territory sin~e October 1957 of milit~y reinforcements. They place 

the responsibility for th-e l!infernal11 regime· 'Which has' existed in the Territory 

since 1955 on the A;i.,."11i.nistering Authority and, more recently, on the present 

Head of the Cameroonian Government. The silence of the United Nations .on the 

Cameroonian olai:ma. they maintain only encourages repression; the resoi,ution 

ad.opted at the twelfth session of the General Assembly has,. according to certain . . . 

petitioners, 11become an atrocious instrument of repressionu •. Some petitioners _ 

are Qpposed to any integration in the French_ Union and warn that a "regime of i'orc::e" 

such as is practised in Togoland is henceforth doomed to failure in the,Cameroons. 

4. Several requests are contained in the petitions seeking the dissolution of 

the present Legislativ~ Assembly; the holding of fl•ee elections by universai 

suffrage., under the control of the United Nations; the sending of an internationa.1 

police force to supervise the new instituti0ns established in this way; the 

abrogation of the Decree of 13 July 1955, dissolving the· Cameroonian. nationalist 

movements; and the proclamation of o. total and unconditional amnesty. The 

loi-cadre is rejected and the 11unlawful" elections of 23 December '1956 branded. 

Furthermore, the reforms proposed in response to the Joint Proclamation of 

April 1955, are said to. hav~ been outstripped by events and thereby to have shown 

~emselves insufficient. 

5. These petitions, furthermore, describe the present regime as a "flagrant 

violation" of the United Nations Char:ter, of the Universal Declaration of Human . 

Rights and of the French ·constitution. They demand peace, and immediate 

unification and independence for their country before the entire Camerootrlan people 

is "exterminated11
• 

/ ... 
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Petitioner Date of Origin ,.-..--• ;petition 

1. Mr. Michel Fotsi Member of ONE Kamerun, 2 December Tombel (letter) 
Loum . ·1957 

2 .• Mr.. Jean Takam If tl II n· . II 

3. Mr. Kondjou Sop II n II II II 

4. Ta.nmo · 10 December Kumba (telegram) 
1957 

5. Tagheu ,., Baham Association, 24 December If " 
Kumba 1957 

6. Taghou Loum Central Committee 16-Decemb~r If' " 
1957 · 

7. Association amicale du New-Bell Canton, North 23·December Do1,;,ala. (letter) 
peµple Eamillke Douala 1957 

8. Mr. Mebe Sop Takeuga Chef du quartier, 2l November Tombel (lett~r) 
Bosoa-Su~, Dschang ·1957 

9. Jeunesse de Baham, undated Douala (letter) 
Bales sing 

10. Association du peuple New-Bell Canton, .24 November II I.I 

Bamil~ki North Douala 1957 
11. Association amicale 25 November II tl 

Kamerunaise 1957 
12. Mr. Andr~ Siedje 

., 

Member of ONE Kamerun 18 December Kumha " 
Tu"kongsamba 

13. Mr. EIµnanuel Fotso ( in the maquis) 28 November It . tl 

Kamwa,ll.r. Thomas Kouam, 1957 
Jl.r·. ¥.nrtin S:!ngap and 
Mr. Daniel Tchouangang· 

14 • . Siedje 2l December II ( telegram) 
.1957 

15. Mr. Alphonse Batchemi .Chairman, ONE Kam~run, 4 November Tcmbel (l~tter) 
M'anjo 1957 

16. R~union des peuples 23 November Douala (letter) 
de Bangwa de Doua~; 1957 

17. Nana 7 December Kumba (telegrenv 
1957 

18. Fodcuop II II It 

19. Mekon Presidium, Assembly 2 December II II 

60 Youths 1957 

; ... 



Petition 

20. Tamdem 

21. Mr. Gaston Kemnogne 

22. ONE Kamerun 

23. Association du peuple 
Bamil~k~ 

24. Mr .• Gaston Nya · 

25. Mr .• Dominique Djouata. 

26. Mr .• John Rjike 

27. Mr. Jean Tchomtchie 

28. 

Mr. Pierre Tch:Lyanou 

Mr. Joseph Tekam 

Mr. Pierre Tchapche 

Mrs. Rachel Nloka 
Mpongo 

Mr. M.M.D. Nloka 
Ndjeng 

Bomeno 

29. Mr. Dominique Dejouata 

30. Mr. Gabriel Nya 

31. People of Bafia, Doum~, 
Yaound~, Mbalmayo, 
Sangm~lima and Ebolowa 

32. People of Bafoussam, 
Babadjou, Baham, and 
Bafang 

Businessman at Douala 

Three Corners Central 
Committee, Kumba 

Canton New-Bell; Doua.la 

.· T /PF!I!. 5/1312 
En,.,.lish <.::> .. • 

Date of 
Petition 

l?ege 21 , 

Origin 

9 December · Kumba ( telegram) 
1957 
11 November Douala (letter-) 
1957 
28 µovember Kumba 
1957 
29 November Douala 
1957 . 

II n 

II fl 

tl tl 

II 

n 

II 

n 

Chairman, Loc~l Ccmmittee 25 October Tombel 
of ONE Kamerun, Ngolsi, · · ·1957 

II 

Manjo 

Chairman, Central 
Connnittee of ONE 
Kamerun, Loum Chantler 

Chairman, Central 
Cow.mi ttee of ONE 
Kamerun, Penja 

Chairman, Central 
Committee of.ONE 
Kamerun, N'Loh~ 

Vice-Chairman, Local 
Committee of ONE 
Kamerun,. Y.anj o 

Chairman of Branch 
of ONE K~erun in 
the ~uis'at Tombel 

Central Branch of ONE 
Kamerun, Badeng Bakalah 

10 J~1uar::r 
. 1958 . , 

Kumba (~elegram) 

24 November Doual.a (letter) 
1957 · 
23 November 
1957 
21 November 
1957 

19 November 
1957 

II 

fl 

II 

fl 

If 

II 
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Petition 

33. People of Ba.ngangte, Bangou.la:p, Ba1engou, 
Ba.men.a, Bangoua and Badounga. 

34. People of :Satotchin, Mbounda, Batcham, 
Balessing, Badenltop and Bameteg 

35. People oi' Bomono, BonendaJ.e, Njembale, Nkapa. · 
and Suzza. 

36. People of Douala., Bonaberi, Deido, Boclima, 
Boadibo, Bonassama and Ewouri 

37. People of Es~ka, Edea and Mbabimbi 

;8. People of Foum'Jan, Yaoundere, Maroua, Garoua, 
Fort Lamy and Guider 

39. People of Mungo, Mbanga, Loum and Panja 

4o. People of Otelle, Kribi, Yokadouma, Campo 
and Mariambel 

41. People of Yabassi 

42. Nga.tchou 

43. Association des notables 
Kamerunais de Douala 

44. Mr. Andr~ Kamden­
Tsekouomou 

45~ Mr·. Esai Mekaa, 
Mr· • .V.aurice Sandjoun, 
Mr'• Leon Sandjoun, 
Mr'• Alphonse Mbotchine, 
Mr·. Dzowa Penney, 
Mr. Abetine Djungo, 
Mr.Nouna Modem and 
Mrs. Veronique Manguia 

ONE Kamerun, 
Peure, Tdbouka. 

Notable, Hialia . 
quarter, Baham 

Assembly of 200 people 
of the Bamil~k,$ 
Region 

Date of Origin 
Petition 

18 November Douala (letter} 
1957 
9 November II If 

1957 
13 November II II 

1957 
17 November " II 

1957 
15 November II II 

1957 
11 November tl It 

1957 
22 November II II 

1957 
23 November 11 n 

1957 
10 November " II 

1957 
10 December Kumba (telegram) 
1957 
13 January II II 

1958 
7 December Tombel (letter) 
1957 
25 December " tl 

1957 




