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Note bY. the Secretary-G~neral: In accordance with rule 85 and 
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'Trust Territory of Somali1and1 a communication dated 26 January 1953 from 

Mrs. Christine Essomba concerning the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under 

French administration. 

This communication forms·a·fourth .SupPlement to the petition set forth 

in document T/PET.5/119. 
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Sir, 

COPY 

Mokolo, 26 January 1953 

., From: · Mrs. Ghristine Essomba, 
· dressmaker, Mokolo (North Cameroons) 

To: The Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, New York. 

In reply to your letter T/PFJr.5/119· ·of 29 August 1952 answering my request 

of 11 November 1951, I have the honour to give you the following information • 

. When I wrote my previous letter,· I was greatiy distressed because my 

husband, NicoJ.as Essomba, had just been transferred to Mokolo prison. In. 

order to arouse interest· in his condition,· ·I doubtless used somewhat exaggerated 

language because I was in such a turmoil of anger and despair. 

I had in fact based my request on the accounts of former inmates of Mokolo 

when it was still a prison. And I thoght, judging from the concurring opinions 

of all those I. saw, that my request was well-founded. 

I was very much afraid that my husband would die in Mokolo prison because, 

in the past, no one who was transferred there ever expected to come back. 

Accordingly, in an effort to set matters right, I felt I must write to 

someone to make my case known and evoke the sympathy of those to whom I appealed. 

After waiting a long time in vain for a reply, I resigned myself to the 

terrible fate imposed on us. I even went to Mokolo myself to die with my 

husband, if necessary. 

I have been living in that town since 1952, waiting for his prison term 

to end. 

From what I had been told by former inmates and others who had been to 

Mokolo, it seemed incredible that anyone from the South imprisoned there could 

survive. 

Yet, when I arrived there, I found not only that my husband was in good 

health, but that Mokolo was not all that I had heard. 
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. . .I. am c<?nc~:rned .. ~:Pec~:f~ca~ly .w~ t~ ;tlt~ .,<:;Olf# tiqi,l . Qf . ~A~ pz:iss>ner and shall 
• . . ,. . , ·' .- t.. • . J ~ r,. ..•. , 1 .J, • • •• J... , , , ..... • .• , . . 

s.~~fin~ my, obs~:r:-!at;on~ to ~~~ p~int •• ,:·· 1 •..• _ ........... ~ :·· 
•' I .1 , • • • , • i,, ,l '1'< , '· • - • • '• •• .-.· 1 , '"t 

, .. While Mo~olo tl).~Y once hav;e be~n a,s .J, de,~sribeQ... it,. ~pP,ay ~he living 
• • • ~ ... • .t • ... • ' ~ • • • • " " ~- ... -. '·' .... '. • • • • ' .... •• 

CO!lqi tions . ()f ·the prisoners have comp;l_.e~ely. S4&ng~~· .. Sub~ta.ni:iial _improvements 
~ ~· 0 

o o 
0 

< • '., I • ' ,. 0 ' , , , , .... ~ ,... ,, ~- '• • , >" ,; , o • '• , 

.have "''Qeen ma;de ~ 
.• •• .. . •· t :.,.#'-, :· .• .• ,. __ .. : 

':. 1 -~ : 

(1) The daily ration 1~ according to.regulations. The pr~soner receives 
. -· ' . ~ ~ . . . . . . . . . . 

one kilo~~mm~.of millet daily and peanuts.~it4.which to concoct a sauce. 

Meat is served three·times a week and salt.every day. 
; • . '• . I ' 

A brand-ne~ .mill has been installed in tpe~rison tQ.grind millet and 
"' ' . ··: . . ' 

the finest ~lo~ ~s obtained, 
• f,, . ' ~fo 0 ' • • 

As milJ,~t .is the staple.food.in the North.eyeJ;:ybody m~st get used to 
0 0

0 ' ,a 
00 

' , I ' t _.',, o ~ • 1 1 0 

it~ as lack of means of trans~ort make~ it extreme+y d+fficult to supply the 

prison.w:L.thfoodstuffs . .from .the South, such as maca.'bo~, yams and-bananas. 
. ~ : ,I . • ' • . • ~ 

At certain times of the year, however, ·the millet is alternated with. 
' . 

potatoes. -:~thermore, a supplementarY. .ra.tion :Pf peblluts is granted to 

the prison~rs by the WarQ.en to ensure a proper diet. . . · . . 

. .(2). N~w ~lothes, of ~hi,te mat~r.ial, ~d new blankets have.~~en,distributed . •· . . . . . . 
_ to al,l the prisoners. ,. 
'·:' ,· ... · ...:.: .. \ .. 

New straw mats were also given out~ ... ,.Priso~ers, are no longer chained 

, .· tog~the.:.:. . , . , ; .. ; ,.. .. : . .. , 
.... ·.... of' 

Soap· is give1;1 out.· ever.~~)3~turday to ens.ur.~ yleanliness and. a barber 

__ shaves the prisoners once a .. month. 
:~ "' ' ' . . . . . . 

Ho~~s for _baths and was~in_g. were pres.c,ri?:~d by regult:J.~.:Lc?,n ()n 

1 January 1952 by the Chef de Regi~himself, a~.bave th,~th.ours -for 

. outdoor labour .d'+tY, d:uri.qg .:-~:!he winter season;., a ;copy .. of hi:a, instructions 
. - ' . ~ .. . ·• . . ' ; ... . . . . . . 

is posted_ in froP.i?.P~·;:JP~~-~ri~P~·.. . ' ·:. . ,.. ·•: ;;· ··:J; .. ·-

(3) Prisoners who are ill report to tlE hospital every day and tl;lps,~ : 

_found, ~o be very sJck ~x:~. hof!pitalhed •. 
.- ; • • • ~ ··', 'j ·I : • .. • -· • 

• • I :,. ~ 

In .;1946., in. fac.t .a. tnY husl;land had a serious ~ye, a;q.me~t and ~ad to be 
i: ' ' ·• i ... • - • 

hospitalized several ti.m~.s .~t. Yao~~~. (Mixe4 Hos~i t!il.J;. ; • .· ·. · .. · . . . 

. H~ ~as. treated by an. eye specialist (commandant Orly) whq was; :tt:e 
. . ..... ... . .... 

oculist at the time. 

. . ""7. : .• ;, ~.. ~··. . 

'l~ • . L ~~·~~ : • 
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. >· ,. When ·commandant· o:riy ~vent b~ck. to France that year, my husband 

remain~d:without treatmEmt for a· long· time because there was no ·~ther 
--: ·~ . : . ' : ~· 

oculist •. The ailment grew worse until he was on the verge of biindness. 

' , .. J:t .w~s a ~ase cif "bilaterai pterygium" which had to"·be·.treated with a 

silver nitrate pencil applied to the infected piace .. ~. .·He 61-so had. ·.to wear 
~ : ,_ - . ' ' ' ' . . . ' ~- ' ·- . . 

· ,·-...glasses •. He was treated three times a week• · : .. '' 

AS the tolder. containing. the diagnosis was' required todne.ke up the 

file for the a:ppetu for p~don wliich·my· husband subrnitt~d ·at Yoko in. 1950, 
whenever. he had.~a recurren~ .. of 'th~ .ailment he vaC:L;tt-eated··aimply with 

. ·. ' ' .-- : . . ,.. . . . 

argyrol, As ther~ •vas. no oculist at Mok6lo·, my' hU:Bband had to resign 

. himself to· suffering~until after his ·releal3e1 when.;he could get treatment. 

··. (4) Generally spe~ing1 . there is· no longer any hard.labour at Mokolo. 
-·- ... - ---· . : .. l:n :· ad.di.tioil'.to .carrying. water and w~od.~. xieariy :·aii. the . prison~rs- work -In ---

:·market: garde~E! • · .·. · . · ·. . . 

. · .. An :EPtpe~iment in rehabilitation of prisoners is being tried: some 

of ;them ha'!~ been placed as apprentic~ · carpenters in the woodworking
1 

shop 

,·, of th~ Subdirtision; others are ·working as :ma~ons:. :They have been there 

.for ~.year j they are paid wages which are k~p~ ·for them in the RegiStry. 

Some of them do quite well • 

. ~·· ... ·(~) · Me~sures. of-leniency have qeen·introduced •. :Since January·j.9521 some 

.1 ...... .. 

.. ' '·' ~ . . . .. ... 

five prisoners have been put on probation and released. ~. ·, . 

.. : . At .th~ ~nd ~f September 1952, the .cll~t ·de SubdiVision tqok my ··.. . 
husband into hiS office as a secretary and it ·would appear· :that he 1s 

. SatiSfied Wi tl:i his <;onduct at :present • • , 

I Should state, finally, that the climate of Mokolo iS riot very severe. 

It i~~ t~e b~st climate in the Northern -:eegion and is not unlike that ot the 
Sofrtb •.. : · · ·: · ·.· ·''· · · · 

'· :··"ThOse are ·the ·observations ·that I b~ve made since I have been :living at 

Mokolo and I hope you will forgive me for ·:diSt\41:bing · you .and for. the~ horrifying 

account that I gave of the hardships: of the prisoners at Mokolo in. mY earlier 

peti tiom •· · · .. - .... - · ·-- · · .. · · .. · · .. "··-·~·-· ... - ----

·,·I have the 'bo:riour to be, sir · · ··'. 
... .... . . ~ 

\. 

Received at United Nations Headquarters on 2 March 1953· 

....... 




