United Nations

TRUSTELSHIP

COUNCIL

Nations Unies

CONSEIL
DE TUTELLE

UNRESTRICTED

T/PET.2/55/Add,1
22 December 1948

ORIGIVAL: ENGLISH

TANGANYTKA

ADDENTUM DATED 22 NOVEMBER 1948

TO

PETITION FROM MR, A, J. SIGGINS

UNDATED

The Secretary-General has received a communication dated

22 November 1948 with certain enclosures from Mr, A. J. Siggins concerning

the Trust Territory of Tanganyika.

This communication and its enclosures,

which contein information additional to that in the previously submitted
petition set forth in Document T/PET.2/55 by the semes petitioner, are v
+ransmitted herewlith to %he Members of the Trusteeship Council in
accordance with rule 85 of the rules of procedure for the Trusteeship

' Council,
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Authors? Club,
2, -Whitchall Court,
London, S. W. 1,

22nd, November, 1948,

Zhe Tircctor,

Devartment of Trustceshin and
Irformation from Non-Sclf- !
Governing Territories,

Unitcé Ietions,

Lale Success, New York,

United States of America,

Lear 5ix,

itk further refercnce to your letter of the 13th Scptember last,
Ref. TRI 130/5/C6/iA/B.I1.39.36, T beg to enclose herewith a copy of
Tre Times of today - 22nd November, 1948 - in vhich I have marked two news
items which corrobvorate my original complaint against the British
Governnent,

I enclogse also a reprint of a letter which I wrote to "The Crowm
Colonist" of June, 1948,

Ir this letter I have claimed to be the originator of the Trans-
Africen Railvey develovment and, in effect, accused thc British Government
of having filched and distorted my scheme, which received a good deal of
puvlicity in thne British and Empire Press in 1929 and 1930.

T would bve glad if this additional evidence could be joined to my
original communication as I feel that my case will be strengthened thereby.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) A. J. SIGGINS

A, J. Siggins

2 encl,

Received at United Nations: 8 December 1948.
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; "The Times" - Monday, November 22, 1948

RAILVAY TINKS IN AFRICA

STRATEGIC REQUIREMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT

(From Our Corrsspondent)

NAIROBI, Nov. 21,

Froposals for railway links between Dast Africa and South Africa and
Rhodesia are taken a step farther by the recentlconversationé in London
tetwveen the East Africen Transport Commissioner, Sir Reginald Robins, and
the Colonial Office,

Therc has been an indication in recent months that this subjeét is

.

texing an increasingly importent place in the forefront of African
Srersport problems, both for reasons of the more rapid development of
Tergenyike and for obvious strategic requirements in relation to the
over-all picbure of African defence, An examination is being made as soon
es vossible into the practicability of a rail connexion between Mombasa
ané Broken Hill, As a secondary vroject it is proposed that there should
2e 2 further link between Broken H1ll and the new groundnut port of
MZkindeni, in southern Tanganyika. For these purposes and for other
railvay and port development, mainly in Tanganyika, 1t 1s proposed to
raise a transport loan of Ll7m, about thec middle of 1950,

Sir Reginald Robins also had telks on groundnut traffic problems
eriging from the limitations of the Tanganyika port end railway system
ené the interim steps that would haye to be taken to increase efficiency.
There has recently been agitation amoﬁg commercial and shipping interests
ir Zast Africa for the separation of port control from that of the
railyays, This is not favoured in official circles, but some aspscts of
it eapnarently have been discussed in London, becausc Sir Reginald Robins

is soon to make new proposals respecting the administration and menagement

of East African ports,
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"The Times" - Monday, November 22, 1948 .

GROUND NUTS

CHANGED PIANS IN TANGANYIKA

{From Our Agricultural Correspondent)

Last spring the ground nuts scheme in Tanganyika received much
vublicity. Several veople wrote about vhat they saw of the gleared area
enéd the first yeart!s crop before harvest, Subsequently the Minister of
Focd inspccted the scheme, But since the Overseas Food Corporation took
over control from the United Africa Company at the end of April little has
tecn hcard of the progress belnp made,

. The view expressed in these columns that the scheme would devclop ;
into & general farming operation with ground nuts as only one of the
crovs ¢rown in a rotation is now confirmed, To keep the cleared area in
fertile condition and savc soil erosion a variety of crops, includiné
some lind of grass ley, must be grown.

lHorcover, there will be an insistent call for crops to feed the
hfricans, The native reserves cannot feed thelr growing populations b&
the primitive agriculture of the woman with the hos, Even when terracing
the slopes, the conservation of organic manure, and the use of fertilizers
are more widely adopted, native food production will still be inadequate.
The British taxpayer, who 1s financing this 3m, acre scheme 1n Tanganyika,

should recognize now that the benefits will not all come in our direction.

"IMPENDING UPHEAVAL"
Mr., Clyde Higgs, one .of those who visited Tanganyike earlier this

year, has Just returned from a second visit. Writing in the Farmer and
Stockvreeder of November 16, he gives disquieting news of the changed
atmosvhere at Kongwe, He reports "a feeling of impending upheaval
coupled with serious dissatisfaction. Even capable people with their
hearts in the job are critical and miserable, Worthy young men I met in
Jenuary are now cmbittered end wishing only for a suitable opportunity to
get avay," Mr. Clyde Higgs suggests that "the removal of helf the
administrative staff, with a severe toothcombing of the remainder, would
leave more time for the things that matter". He also reports that the
Africans are unhappy and that in one afea there has been 100 per cent.
turnover of lebour in six months,

/In London
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In London the members of the board of the Overseas Food Corporation
recognize that the handling of affairs during the next year will declde thc
fate of the scheme. Progress in clearing the bush has been slower than
they had hoped because of unforescen mechanical troubles and staff A
difficulties., The cropping programme for the coming season gives a big
vlace to sunflovwers, another oil-bearing crop, which may be easior to
handle while the ground is still full of roots and trash,

The original development progrexme, which optimistically forecast
1,230,000 acres of ground nuts in 1949, has been drastically revised, Xo
oiTiclal estimate has been published, but Mr, Clyde Higgs stetes that for
“he coming season 27,000 acres are earmarked for ground nuts and 24,000
acres for sunflowers, As the pace and character of the scheme have been
80 changed 1t would be reassuring to have a statemont eithor from the
Overseas Food Corporation or the Minister of Food about their plans for

the future.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reorinted from "The Crovn Colonist", Junc, 1948

! 1 “1a -
(The Zditor is not responsibvle
Tfor thc opinicns expressecd by
his correspondcnts, )

GROUNTIUTS SCHElMI: TANGEZERS AND DISADVANTAGES

The optimism expressed by Mr. Samuel in the April issuc is ouite
unjustificdé. Mey I, as the only writer to condemn the East African
Grountnut Scheme from the time of the first published announcement, state
wy reosons for so doing?

(l) The Scheme cxploits the Africans, uproots them from their communal and
femiiy liTe, and dcmoralises them; 1t also wastes an enormous emount of
lebour,

(2) It will damage large areas of land in the "Groundnut country", and taks
much~nccded lavour away from village husbandry. ‘

(3) It camnot possibly produce groundnute at anything near the ucual markeb
vrice, or in guentities s great as could be produced by private enterprise.
(L) The Scheme is ebsorbing precious man-powor, materials and capital that
arc vrgently needed elsewhere, ’

(5) Tenganyike is not a British Colony, but a Trust Territory; therefore,
we must be doubly careful to fulfil our trust to the inhabitants, Ve are
not doing this while carrying out the Groundnut Scheme,

In explanation of my first point, the scheme exploits the Africans
tecause it offers them employment on better wages ;nd conditions than
other private employers. Africans never work so well for Government as
they do for vrivate employers. Yet hundreds of thousands more of them
will be enticed awvay from their villages and other employment by the easy
Jjobs offered on the groundnut areas. This is particularly true of Africans
employed on sisal plantatiéns.

Men from villages hundreds of miles away from the areas will be
attracted, althougn they will have to walk, without any payment or food,
to and from the work. Ihey will be absent from their wives and families
for many months - perhaps for two or three years,

In the villages natives get a varled and balenced dlet, many
articles of which could not be grovm economically by employers, The
staple diet of Africans varies considerably over the continent, and it is

/impossible
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impossible for an employer to give each tribesman employed the diet of his
country, As a result, much time will be lost through sickness and the search
for suitable articles of diet, )

Gemblers, racketeers and prostitutes will flock to the operational
centres and teke a heavy toll of the natives?! earnings. Their families
will suffer, as their gardens will be smaller owlng to the absence of
abls-bodied males, and very likely their wives and sisters will be forced
into prostitubion in order to exist and pay their texes. -

All the above has happened all over South Africa, Northern and
Southern Rhodesia, Portuguese East Africa and Tanganyika, and has been
officially reported frequently. I have seen it happening myself in my
29 years! experience of the areas mentioned.

The above reasons should be more than sufficient to condemn the
"operation", but there are others, In any case, if we really need groundnuts,
it is an easy matter to offer a few pounds & ton over market price and allow
orivate individuals to produce them. We could not use in Britain all the
groundnuts produced in British African Colonies before the war,

However, we are committed to the scheme, and for the sake of the
Africens and ourselves we should forthwith attempt to convert the obvious
failure into a success which will benefit the natives and reflect credit,
insteadé of odium; on us, There is a remedy, and the public should be told
of it,

T submitted a scheme for a trans-African railway and genéral
development to the Imperial Govermnment several times between 1922 and
1936, It was studied by the Colonial Office and was finally rejected in
1936 by Mr, J. H. Thomas, the then Secretary of State. The scheme had
the support of all Africens who knew of it, and of many competent persons
in Britain and elsewhere, )

T sounded M'twara Bay and checked the Admiralty charts myself, I have
known the area intimately since 1905, having prospected, traded and hunted
over the route, whereas those who selected large areas for the Groundnut
Scheme only flew over it, In addition, I have had many years of experience
of roadmaking and in assisting railway surveys, as a guide in Tast Africa
and Rhodesia.

The present railway route is along the coast from M'to M'twara via
Mikindani to Lindi, and thence to Masasi along the line of thé old tramway.
For 50 miles near one side of the line is the sea, and on the other side
are unfertile hilis. From Lindi to Masasi the country is hilly and not very
fertile, Therefore, there will not be an appreciable amount of freight
available until Masasi is reached. .

/The line
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The line I proposed would run along the fertile Rovuma Valley from
M'to M'twara. This river could supply a very large town with all the water
requirecd, as well as hydro-clectric powcr., (Water is a very important
factor in African economy, and this is lacking on the present route,) I
also suggested feeder roads into Portuguese territory in the south and
into Tanganyike in the north; one of these would tap Masasi as well as
other more fertile areas., Procecding along the Rovuma Valley to the
Righlands, the linc would run northwerds and then south-west between
Lakes Nyase and Tanganyika, connecting both lakes by branch lines so as
to tap lake-shore traffic, and then linking with the Belgian Congo in the
north end Nyasaland in the south, running through north-east and north-west
Rhodesia, connecting with the Central Cape to Xatanga line and the Belglan
fluvial system, thence pushing a southern branch to the Walvis Bay line
and a morc direct westward route to a port in Portuguese Angola.

1 proposed connecting the central Tanganyika line with my route,
altering the gauge of the latter, and then comnecting with the Kenya and
Uganda Railwvays, .

I aimed at a network of railways throughout Africa, built by the
co-operation of Europeans, Asians and Africans, Capital, materials and
lebour were then available. There was support for my scheme in Germany
as well as in Britain, but it was turned down in favour of the Zambesi
Bridge and extensions,

Tt will demand courage on the part of Ministers to admit that a big
mistake has been made, But in the interests of everyone concerned, the
guestion of developing this reglon of Africa so as to ensure long-term
tenefits for Africeans, Europeans and Asians alike should be studied
afresh,

A, J. Sigginsg,

Authors! Club, S. W, 1.





