
U N 1 T ED ' N_ A T 1 0 N S 

TRUSTEESHIP 
COUN.CIL 

_ PE'r!TION FROH THE SOMALI YOUTH LEAGUE, BRANCH OF MERCA . 
.. CONCERNING SOHALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISrl'RATION 

!Lote bl the Secr~tar~-General: In accordance wfth ;ule 84 ~nd 
supplementa~y 'rules -F and L of ~he rules of proced~re for the Trusteeship 

douncn; the Secr~tary-Generàl has the honour to t~ansmit' to the members 
. . 

of the Trusteeship Council, to the Governnwnt of Italy as the Administering 

Authority of_ the Trust Terri tory -of Somaliland~ and .to the Gove;rnments of 
• .,, >. • •• • • • • • 

Colombie., Egypt, and the Philippines 'as members of the -Advisory Council for 
... ~·-- the~·Triuit·- Territt>ry;·oT Sômall:lâna, an undatéa··~é~mnmn.ic~tion from th~ .. · .. : · · ., 

' ~ >-

Somali Youth League, Branch of Merca concerning the.Trust Territory ~f 
.-. ' ... ' ' . . 

Somaliland under Italian admiiri$tration. 

This conunùnication '\-TaS. transmitted to the Secretary-General by the 

United Nations Vïsiting Mission to Trust T~;rito~ies in East Afri~a. 
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TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
·UNITED NATIONS 

' 
THE VISITING MISSION OF TEE 
TRUSTEESIIIP COUNCIL MERCA 

1., ' 

.:·'·· ' .. 

SOiv1ALI YOUTH LEAGUE 
MERCA SECTION 
REF: 147/MR/A. 

~tian aO:,dtessed to· thè _,repres(mtatives 'Of the U~ited Nàtions TrusteeshiR 
Council· · 

.. The Cqmm~ttee of. ~h~ 9.omal,i, ):'quth League. of the l{e;rca District, 
• t ~ • • ' '· • • ' ... ' . ' 

representi~g__:thirty_ s:ub-~e~tiop!3 pf t6e ·~ame,: distr~èt,· lias :tlie honour .. · 

to submi~ to the. Vi~itipg __ Mi~·$io~ th(;} pr~s~nt Petition which c~-~erç; ~--
' . •' ' . ' .. . '. "' . ' . 

number o;C_ import~n't; matters ;trith which the Mis.sion should. .be. acqua.inted.. The 

Co~itte~' t4anks the. United N~tions. ).n ~~p~r~l and the TI:usœ'~ship Co~cil .· 

in pariic1,1la~ _for .the ir h~di~~rio.n .a.ch_ievements .in the interest~. of. the 

pe~ples~ · . Th~· memb~;t-s. of thià s~cièty have t~ll knowled.g~ .. of, .th~. text~ ancl· 

the funda~ental prin~ipl~l3 b; ~~ch.the {)~ited Nations .decided that :the_ 

Somaii people should be àdmiui~te~~~ on -th~ ~aete of the~ prtnc,ip:Les-_ o,f 

self~government~ Tl;lough _th:ls,. d~~.i~ion :J,s respècted by -the Somali people 1 the 

!taÜ.an A~inistrati~p ~n tbts district-. d.oe~ not act in ~nformity yi th _suc:h 

principles, The :f'àcts relate a below certainly hàve nothing in conun.on Wi th 

the principl~s of the Charter or the achievement of independence promised by 

the United Nations. 

(1) OBLIGATIONS UNDERTL\KEN BY ITALY 

The Committee refers to the obligations und.ertaken by the Italian 

Administration before the United ·Nations,. the main abject of which is to 

assist this people towards self-govenunent. · The policy of the Administ~ation 

has, however, been quite other. In this ~ion the Committee wishes to 

call attention to its repeated protests to ~e Administra·ùon requesting 

that the inhabitants of this district should not have to submit to tile continual 

· vexations of Chiefs recently created or incited, directly or ind.irectly, by 
' 

the Italian Administration. Furthermore, the Italian Admi.nistra.tion has 

bought the services, of certain parties having its approval, thus sowing -

disorder and chaos in certain cases a.mong the inhabitante of the district. 

It would be a boon to the inhabit~nts of the district were the Italian 

Administration to apply 'With impartiality and, discernment the principles 

of the obligations assumed _in connexion with the general progress Of the "~ 

Somali people. . . ( 2) -CULTURAL 
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( 2) (roLTURAL AND TECIINICAL EDUCATION 

Al:though··the oblif,!;atipn~ :under~aken by Italy include .that of 

· fostering technical and çultural development in the Te~ri~ory by th~ 
estapluhm.ent o~ .sc~ools beat fitte~ to Ip.eet. this. need, any observer, endowecl 

' r-th ordinary commonsense woulcl b.e ~ asto~ncled to see ~0~ co~tra.ry is this 

ain~ ·ana inappropria.te are. the' methods employed in the schools. For 
• ~ • • • • • • • • 1 ! .. 

example,_the qonunittee ,fee~ls oblige.cl to point o:ut that in an inha'Qited centre 
. .__ , -.. 

like · Merca, with a pop'-9-ation of over.:7o,ooo, .only one e+.eme_?tary scll:<;>ol 

has. been set up f9r male pupils. and one for ;f'emale pupi;t;s, and that until 
. . ' . . . ' . ' ' -:. 

rec~ntly thes~ scho.ols la.c1~ed even the. 'benches for the ·.l?upils. . In addition, the 
\ 

pupils are 1;1-lwa:ys required. to learn Ita.lian.. The H~~sion is, of course, aware 

·. that ~he. e~ti;l."e' Somali :POP\lla:t7J.on ru.s asked. fo; Àr~bic to be used in f3Ctlo~l 
•• • • '. • • 1 • • •• • • ' • • 

studiè~ and, therefore the use of. any ot,}ler lo.nguag~, pei!}g against the . . . . ,. ' ' . . . -

. w.ishes. of .. :the peop;J_e 1 :is co:nt):'~ry to democratiQ :principles •. 

(3) ECONOMY OF THE DISTRICT 

In connexion wi th c'omîrierèe, the Commi ttee notes· tnat· many traders 

in ~os~ssion of import and export licences nav~ ceased to. trade with abroad . . . . . ' ' ' ·, ' 

. owing to. the .cqntinua;L fin~nciaJ: restr_ictions. impqsed by .the Admi_nistration. 
• • •• t • • • '• 

On :the other hand1 · ,fa.cilities are gra.nted to persans. wishing to trad.~: with 

Italy.. As. a result. the local markets suf:l:'er ~:r:om a great shorta~e of. 

essential goods normally U:sed by the Somali population.. The l'iission .is 

urged t~ere:l:'ore to facilitate mat.ter.s for the populatipn, :which is .. a.:oxious 

. :.;to résume relations 'W'i th othe:r: countries, as was. done under the fOrJ1!.er 

J Britis~ Adini.nis~ration • 

. (4)_ ILLEGAL APPROPRIATION OF AGRICULTURi\l• LAND 

As things stand at present, the situation ofSomaùs'owning · 

ag;icul.tu:al land: is not profitable, for they no longer have at their 

dis:posa.l the facilities or encouragement necessary for the exploitation 

o:f their land.. · Many Somalis are forced to abandon what little land. they possess 

. in orc.ler to work for a ·European ccncess ionna.ire a.t a miserable pi ttance. 
' . . 

Still worse is the position of a Somali mming land when .right of ownership 

is claimed by a Euro:pean concessionnaire on the basis of a concession granted 

under fascist legislation, the more so as the Administration recognizes claims 

brought forward even after the lapee of eleven yea.rs. The poor Somali thus 
~ .. 

/bas no. 
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has no choice but to obey or to go to prison for refusing to compJ.Y ·:With ·the 

order given him. . To quote a few examples: . eight Somalis were arrested and 

imprisoned for demanding the return. of __ their land at Haduman of :which the 

concessionnaire Ada~lio had i1;J.egally taken possest'?ionj the arbitra:ry arrest 

of tm~lve Somalis whose land had been inherited from the ir anèestors. and 
' ' ' ' . . . . 

whose village the concessionnaire· Dal Bufalo seized from its-·inhabitants and . . . . ' . '- . ' ' ~ 

ploughed up with his tracter. , Then the_re was the absurd clairn to .~estroy 

a Somali 1 s ;ki tchen garden in orde~ to ~k.e way for the_ cul ti va ti on of 'lernons, 

oranges and tangerines by a concessionnaire.named Franco Franchi •. Another . . . . ' . . 

case was the _concessionna,ire Garcin~'s request .to. the inhabitants of the 

village of Sigale to move. the villag~ and all its inhabitants for his personal 

penefit, though he already. mms more than 700 hectares ·of land. Many 
' ' • ' • • • '1 

cases could be. quoteçl in wh:ich the Somali farmer feels .. that he has 'oe.en robbed ·· · . . ' """ ... . .. . . . ~ . ' . . . ' . . ' '('• . . 

of his private pr,operty. .ln thi~ connexion. ve call attention .to the. 

Nission's basic duty to help indigeut peoples and :promote_ progress and respect 

for the rights of man. 

( 5) COUNCILS SET UP ON THE ABRIVÂL OF THE All\f!NISTRATION 

When residency and municipal councils were set up, nothing 
• • ! ' • 

surprised the Somali people and in particular the inhabit!lnts of the District . . . . ' . 

of Merca so much as to see that those called upon to sit o.n the counciis 
' . : . ' . . 

were nothing but a band of illi terates from the bushlands who were totally 

ignorant and incapab].e.of understanding anytb:tng 1.bout municipal affaira • 
• •• 1 ,·, • • 

The· membe:rs oftP,e residency and municipal co::.r:~dls of Herca did not· include 

any Chiefs of the more representative Kabyles of ivi~;rca, but only persona who 

were good for nothing. Yet it should be thP ::)cl :.Ley of the Admi~istration to 

encour~ge the local population to acquire kn,'Y.i..t';'.gt: r.rcut municipal affaira and 

the ir significance e.nd · to i'2.c1u . .:<.~ i:1 t':;.e t•.:XJT'~ ··~·r,:(~·î:·~ed councils persona 

<>U~ted for t· ... ·.r~ .. t pu·"~·.··or.:e. t1()~.r.>•··:::.····• ·.·.~·,< .. ~·rp'!l.~· ,r,·,·:;.:.,.~(-~t" e;~' 'f·'"e uopul.at·J.;On lJ • • , k".J r-1' ·~- ')·,-; , • ..,l. ;; ft-·•- • ~.~V •· ,J,,.., \,./ •. , ... Jo; .J.. ~ .. J. -'• 

' ' . ~ 

continues to hope tr.a:c the p:d;·lC~.p:i.eS d:f ti.i~ ür~i't(;c,;. !tfa.tiüns Chctrter will be 

. d~ly apiJliE.d. 

.. _' 

/{ 6)· It. is 
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(6) tt .is sincerely hoped tha.t the Visiting Mission ·or the Trusteeship Council 

will rtquire the petit:î:oning Chiefs and Notables of the inhabited èentre 

of Hero.a. ta make a personal atateme11t on theirpresent position and on the 

trea~t meted out to them and the groups they represent, It is certainly 

felt t.t justice should be done in this district following the arrival of the 

Visiting Mission which aims at promoting the moral and material welfare of the 

population and.the development of progressive independance, so dear to the 

. Somali people.. He eonclude 'by expressing our gratitude ta all' the Democratie 

Nations; may Gad help them to kinQ.le the. torch of brotherhood and of 

comprehension among the peop)..es ot the worJ.d. 

TlW DIEECTING COlvlMITTEE 

(Signe cl) 

1~ MOHAMED NOOR HA.HACCO, Se<~retsry 6. AENED SCEIK NOOR, Counsellor 

2. HASSAN OMAR MOà.AMED, Ass~.sta.nt Secretary 7. ALI BARRE MOHA.MED Il 

3. ABDIRAHIM MOHAMED NOOR, Counscllor 8. FARAH AIANLE MOH Il 

4. ABD! MOHAMED AHGI . tl 9. HAGI AID-iED AL! ABOW Il 

5. MOHAMED ISSA HAGI u 

"' . .. ... ... 




