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His Excellency The Governor of Tanganyika., 
Sir Edward Twining, G.C.M.G., 
Government House, 
Dares SaJ.arun. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to tender my res.ignation from Legislative Council as 

Representative Member for D~r es Salaam. When I was offered a seat as.a 

nominated member on legislative Council I believed that Government I s offer was 

an indication of a. change of heart and I theref0re accepted the offer in the 

hope. that this chan13e of heart would be demonstrated by a spirit of· give and 

take. During the last four months I have ma.de a. series of compromises to enable 

Government to demonstrate my understanding of the spirit of' give and take in the 

development of a democratic process. 

2. Firstly, my acceptance of a nominated seat on the Council was a compromise 

since I am opposed to the continuation of nomination. Secondly, opposed as I 

am to Government' a system of elections on the l - l - 1 basis I suggested, 

first through the presc, and later in our memorandum to the Colonial Secretary, 

that half the m.unber of representative members could be elected on Government's 

plan of l - l - l o.nd the other ha;I.f from single members:constituencies. I was 

trying to meet Government half-way. 
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3. Thirdly, I suggested that if Government cannot change the Constitution 

now at least a Constitutional Committee could be appointed now to study the 

Constitution ~nd mnke recommendations concerning both the Constitution and 

the franchise. This would have meant in effect that ths present Constitution 

would have gone on. It is und.erstood that the committee would have taken some 

time to produce its own report. Then too Government itself would have taken 

time to study and mn.ke its own observations on this report. The present 

Constitution, therefore, would have continued for a longer period than was 

originally acceptable to my Organization. 

4. Fourthly, I moved a motion in Legislative Council asking for the removal 

of the compulsory tripartite voting system (a smali thing to ask for) and for 

the elections to take plo.ce throughout the country next yea:r. I had purposely . 

left, out the question of Parity. This was a. compromise pn my second compromise. 

In fa.et it was not a compromise but a complete surrender. I was not willing 

to agree to elections on the basis of the Government's plan of 1 l -. 1, not 

for half the representative members, but for the whole membership, i.e. in 

ALL the Constituencies. 

5. Fifthly, during the debate on my motion an amendment was moved leaving out 

the second part of my motion. The motion was now askine that the compulsory 

tripartite voting system should be removed. I· purposely acquiesced in this 

amendment. Here was an opportunity for Government to invite the confidence 

of the people by removing this irritation which it was a public secret, 

Government was only n few months ago willing to remove. Government's opposition 
I • ' 

to the amended motion wo.s a. typical example of its attitude of opposition for 

the sake of opposition carried to its logica.l but a.bsurd conclusion. 

6. Sixthly, if my motion as amended ho.d been carried it would have meant that 

after September, 1958, the Legislative Council would have had 15 elected 

members, o.nd since my own Constituency is not scheduled for elections next 

yeo.r, I would probably be sitting on that Council with 16 other nominated 

members as o. nominated member. A most comprOmising compromise! 

7. Seventhly, I was opposed. to the Local Government (Amendment) Bill, for 

very serious reasons. Hhen a motion ·was moved for its third reading I could 

have moved an amendment that the Bill should not be read a third time. This 
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would not have given Government a chance to make even a gesture of good will. 

Instead I purposely moved an amendment that the Bill be read a third time six 

months later. Here again was an opportunity fpr Government. to invite the 

confidence of the people and their Chiefs. Government knew the Chiefs were 

opposed to this Bill. Representative. Chiefs from all over the Country are 

meeting at Mzumbe in a few weeks time. I reminded Government of this fact. 

Mr. Bayldon, to whom .. I was very grateful, moved an amendment to my amendment to 

the effect that the Bill should be read a third time at the Council's meeting 

following the February meeting. I accepted this amendment. Here was a golden 

opportunity for Government to make a gesture to the Chiefs and their people, 

a gesture which would not have necessarily meant that the Bill would never have 

become law, but which would have shOlm that Government is willing to take, time 

to allay the fears of the people. 

8. Eighthly, if this amendment had been accepted there was more than an implied 

possibility of the Bill being accepted later. This would have been so in spite 

of the fact that the Bill seelrn to establish Local Government Bodies which ignore 

our traditional rulers, who provide that element of stability at the Local 

Government level which we cannot match at the Central Government level. This 

was a serious risk to take. 

Moreover, one of Government's aim in setting up these local Council bodies 

is that they should be multi-racial in composition. Government itself had 

admitted that out of 56 Native Authority District Councils, 36 had voluntarily 

invited the participation of non-Africans on them. I pointed out to Government 

that this developm.ent should go on; that this wo.s an example of voluntary 

democro.tizo.tion of these very Councils which are grafted on traditional authority. 

Both objects would have been achieved without irritation. These Councils would 

have been modernized and democratised; the traditional element would have 

remained their foundation and symbol; the non-Africans would have been taken 

on willingly, o.nd Government would have given more powers to these Councils. 

Here was I, the so-culled Agitator and Racialist, in effect su~gesting to 

Government how these objects could be achieved without irritating the Ch:i.efs 

and their people. 
I must protest against this unwise and unnecessary irritation of the Chiefs 

and the people. It will make the Chiefs and the people naturally suspicious of 
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the presence of non-Africans on their Councils. It will set back a development 

in racial relations which was already taking place on the initiative of the 

Chiefs themselves and their peo:9le; it will create racial difficulties, which 

we shall have to try and remove when this country is no longer under British rule. 

9. Your Excellency, unnecessary irritations are being caused in the name of the 

non-Africans which in fact have nothing to do with the non-Afr1cans· and can 

never in the long run be in the best interest of.the non-Africans. These artificial 

and unnecessary racial irritations ·may be intei.1ded to delay and may result in 

delaying the ·achievement of democra.tic Self-Government. But I hope that they 

will do no more than that. I sincerely hope that they SHALL NEVER result in 

landing our country into a mire of intolerable racial bitterness. 

10. Your Excellency, your Government has consistently, and for the most 

unconvincing reasons, rejected every proposal that I have made in the Legislative 

Council. Moat of the proposals wh'ich I have made have been· compromises on the 

proposals originally made by my organizations. If, Sir, I could believe that 

my function on the Legislo.tive Council· was a.li-tays to give and never to receive, 

I would still ·resign; I have given' eve·rything that it was in rrry power to give, 

and what I h_ave given has been rejected. I came to the Council -expec'ting a 

little of the spirit of give and tal:e. That spirit is not there. r·would feel 

that I am cheating the people ahd'cheatinc my own Organization if I remained 

on the Council, receiving allowances and attending ·sundoimers as an Honourable 

Member, giving the impression that I was still of some ·service on that Council, 

when in fact I know that I am useless. I have, therefore, ·no alternative but 

to tender my resignation, o.nd to ask that my resignation take effect from 

Fridcy, 13th December, 1957, the day my last compromise wo.s rejected by Government. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency, 

Your obedient ~ervant, · 

JULIUS K. NYEP.ERE 

(Julius K. Nyerere)•· 

Copy to: The Secretary of State for the Colonies,·· Colonial Office, Great Smith 
Street, London S.H.l 

The Secretary-General, United Nations Organization, New York. 




