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(1) PETIT] lN FROi-I THI-<.: BALJNG N,\ TIV~ AUTHORITY 
CONC:ERiaNG TH:, CANE::WONS UNDSR BRITISH 

ADHI.tHS TRA T ICN 

Observations of the Achninistering Authority 

Note by the Secretariat: The following obs~rvations 

w~re corrmunicated to the Secretariat on 3 March 1950 

by the representative of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the Trusteeship 

Council. 

1. The 9etitioners belong to the group of four B:ilong villages l:ying within 

the Victoria Division. Since only one of the signatories is a village head 

~nd th3 signature of the president of the Council does not appear the petition 

can scarcel;v be regarded as a uronouncer.1ent by the Balong N,:tive Authority. 

The populntion cf th-: group is 1::stimated as being about 600 Balongs enormously 

outnumber-:!d by sorr,e 1,800 imrr.lgrants whom they have permitted to settle among 

them. 

2. It is th..; case th;.t the fcrmidablc natural obstacle of tne Mungo River, 

and thus the Anglo-F':rrrnch front:l..,::,r, divides the Balong Cla..i into fourteen 

villages on the British side and, it is understood, nine on the Fr-=nch side. 

( 1) T/PET. 4/15 
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The Nmnrks in paragraphs 51-54 of the ndministering .mth0ri t:; 1 s Obs .. rv,:t1ons 

on Document T/PET.4/16 apply :.i.nd the: riv.:;r must be c'. r.:~~ch mort:.; import:i.nt 

feature in Ba.long·· ure th:in thu frontiur. 

3, ,my land shortage runong th1; Balong is du.: to the overwhelming urnount of 

immigration which ms be-.!n pormittt.d by tht:. B.:i.long. · :.•h1; r~c~ thn. t these 

communities could not be studied in d~t:.!.il by th,.:: of fic~r inv ... stigating t.h<) 

:Sakweri land position do 0s not, of c .. urs..::, ·m.,,:1.n th:i t th~ Bulong will be 

excludt::d· .from 1..hd b1m1Jfi ts of the: ,,dministr:.:.tion I s policy' s1;t :;ut in th\; 

Administering huthori t~-' s Obs..:rvc. tbns in conn0c tion with Document T /PET. 4/3. 

4. It is difficult to s~e how the Forustry Dup~rtment c~n bu encroaching on 

native rights, except p,:::;rhn.ps by th~ n-::cess:iry me,1surc of pNVtinting the 

felling of first class trc:es without -pi::nnit. 11. ~l org"lnized t-xploita.ti,:-n of 

timber in this neighbourho·.)d is done br th.;: N,:..tivu .droinistr::.tion sawmill at 

Banga, wh~se activitids c.'!-_. ce;nfin.:d to th'-' Kumb:; sid.J of th-.: divisional boundaIJr 
• 

and wh:...: s~ profits accrue to thu Kurnb.:i. N:·.ti v0 Tr-.::isury. 

5. In their sevEmth pc.r'Clgrc.ph patiti,.ml,,,rs c.ppe:.:.r to b~ .:tdvocating white 

settls;lment, which th13 Administr--tiun h.::.s hith1.:rtJ pNv"'ntcd in th-.: long-t-.mn 

ntl::!r-.::sts of the indigl>lllJUS puopL... Thv qu1.:sti.:n vf t1.:chnic-"ll aduc--ti"n is 

discussed in pn.ragi .:lphs 12-16 of the Administ..;ring nuthority' s Observ.:.tions 

on Dccwn~nt T/PET.4/16. 




