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PETITICN FRCi THE® BALONG NATIVE AUTHORITY (1)
CONCZRNING TH: CAMERCONS UNDzR BRITISH
ADMINISTRATICN

Observations of the administering Authority

lNote by the Secretariat: The following observations

were communicated to the Secretariat on 3 March 1950
by the representative cf the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the Trusteeship

Council.

1. The petitioners belong to the group of four Balong villages lyihg within
the Victoria Division.  3ince only one of the signatories is a villagg head /
and the signature of the president of the Councii does not appear the petition
can scarcely be regarded as a oronouncement by the Ralong Native Authority.

- The population cf the group 1s estimated as being about 60C Balongs enormously
outnumbered by some 1,800 immigrants whom they have permittedvto settle among

them.

2. It is the case thit the formidable natural obstacle of the Mungo River,
and thus the Anglo-French frontisr, divides the Balong Clan into fourteen

villages on the British side and, it is understcod, nine on the French side.

(1) T/PET.L/15
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" The remarks in peragrephs 51-54 of the administering .uthority's Cbs.rv.tions
on Document T/PET.L/16 apply und the river must be 2 much more important
feature in Balong life than thu frontier. '

3. ‘ any land shortage among the Balong is due to the overwhelming amount cf
immigration which has becen permitted by the Balong. - The fret that these
communitics coul& not be studied in detzil by the officer investigating the
Bakweri land positicn does not, of ¢ .ursc, 'mean that the Balong will be
excluded- from the bencefits of the administrotion's policy set cut in the

Administering aythority!s Qbscrvitions in comnection with Document T/PET.A/B-

b It is difficult to sce how the Forestry Deportment can be encroaching on

native rights, except perhaps by the nceessary measure of preventing the

felling of first class trees without .permit, &'l orginized exploitation of
 timber in this neighbourhood is done by the Nativé administration sawmill at

Banga, whcse activities or. confined tc the Kumb: side of the divisional boundary

and whuse profits accrue to the Kumba Netive Treasury.

5. In their seventh paragreph petitiuncrs appecr to be advocating white
settlement, which the administr.tion hzs hitherto prevented in the long-term
sintercsts of the indigunous people.  The questicn of technienl éduc.tion is
discussed in paragiaphs 12-16 of the idministering nuthorify's QObservations
on Deeument T/PET.L/16.





