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EXHIBIT I

Chart showing track of H.M.Ships on 22nd October
on passage through the North Corfu Channel
and their position at 1453 when H.M.Destroyer
USAUMAREZ" struck a mine., It will be noted
that all the ships are well inside the route
published internationally as Medri 18/32 and
18/34. ’
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EXHIBIT II (a)

PHOTOGIAPHS OF H,li,S, “SAUMAKEZ® AFTER STRIKING

" A _MINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL




EXHIBRIT II (a)

H,M,S, "SAUMAREZ" 30 seconds after the explosion, enveloped in
smoke and listing to starboard. Time: 1454.
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ISAUMAREZ? sheers to port into the wind.
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The fire in "SAUMAREZ®Y is got under control, The fire in fact

was not put out until after she reached Corfu at 0300 the next
day.



XHIBIT II b

PHOTOGRAPHS OF H.M.S. "SAUMAREZ" AFTER STRIKING

A MINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
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EXHIBIT 1r (b}

I RAPHS OF H, 1,5, "SAULAREZ™ AFTER STRIKING
A MINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
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Port side of H.M.S. "SAUMAREZ" on fire. The ship is
settling by the bows,

Port side of H,M.S. "SAUMAREZ" on fire.
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Starboard side of H.M.S. "SAUMAREZ" showing the damage
sustained.
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H.}K.5. "SAUMAREZ® settling by the bows, After examination
she was written off as a total loss.



EXHIBIT II (c

PHOTOGRATHS COF i, 1,S. "SAUMAREZ" AND H,1i,S. "VOLAGE"

AFTER STRIKING MINES In THE SWEPT CHALNSL




EXHIBIT I (c)

"PHOTOGRAPHS OF H.M.S, "SAUMARGZM" AND H.M.S. "VOLAGE!" APTER STRIKING MINES

IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

H,M.S. "VOLAGE" after taking H.M.S. "SAUMAREZ" in tow strikes a mine at
1616 and her bows are blown off. The photographs show H,}4.S. "VOLAGE"
proceeding stern first towing H,l.S. "SAUMAREZ" stern first also.

A 20 m.p.h. wind is blowing the ships on to the Albanian Coast. However by
' dint of good seamansinip the "VOLAGE", altnough severely damaged herself,
managed to tow the "SAUMAREZ" to Corfu.



EXHIBIT III

The Agreement constituting the International
Organisation for the Clearance of Kines in European Waters,




EXHIBIT III

FOST WAR MINE CLLaRANCE
AN

LUROPi WwalLRS

The attached locument has been agrced between us as the basis of en
internaticnal orgsnisasticn for the clearsnce of mines in kurcpean Waters.
The' re presentatives of the United States, France and Grest Sritein have

already been wsutherised to sccept this document cn behslf of their

respective Governnents.

SIGNED
S. LRYKTi.. R. PRICH.. A Sala,
Lngineer Reear admirel Captain Rear Admirsl
Soviet Navy. United States Nuvy French Nevys

B, L. 5. £ING» 22nd November, 1945.

Vice Admiral
Reyal Navy

¥



INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR THE

CLEABANCE OF MINES IN HURCPTAN WATERS.

The following organisation for the clecaranez of mines in
Furopean watcrs after the -defeat of Germany has ween drawn up with
a view to mecting the needs of all interssted maritime Powers by
providing en international machinery for the direction cf pnlicy
and agoneral control of mine cioarance operaticns. It 1s hoped
that ty these measures mines will be cleared with equsl
thoroughness and expedition in £l1 ITuropean Waters.

Division of Huropesn witers into zcenes

2. The Buropean waters te Te eleared shall be divided into
four zones :-

(i) An Fast Atlahtic Zcone

(1i) A Mediterranesn zone

(iii) A Burents, Baltic and Black 3es zone

(iv) A Kattegat, Baltic Straits snd their appreaches zone

These zones shzll bte divided into areas and sub-areas, the
clezrance of which shall be'&llocated to the interested littoral
Qnd.othor naval powers under the direction of Boards set up in
accordance with ptragraph 7 below. The recommended limits of
these Zones are given at ~ppendix A.

International Central Mine Clearance Boord

3, Mine clearance in Zuropean waters shall be contrelled and
co-ordinated by an International Central Mine Clearance Bezrd,
under the presidency of a British'Naval Offieer and consisting
of répresentatives of France, U.3.5.R., U.K. and U.S.a.

e Pach member of the Central Board shall be responsible faor
consulting his @overnment as he mey dsem necessary and shzll have
the right to insist that the confirmation of his @overnment is
required before any pértieular action contcmplated »y the Central
Board affecting its interests is taken.

j'/ 0.0012



5. At all stzges during the preparation of plans for mine

clearance, and until cempletion of the task, the Central Board

shall refer to the Allied Naval Authorities as deemed necessary

and shall in particular consult the Supreme Allied Commanders

and the #llied Camission of Control on their special requirementg.

In their dealings with capitulated powers; the Central Board,

and the zone Boards referred to below, shall camunicate with them

- through the appropriate Supreme Allied Commander or &llied

Commission of Control.

6. ’I‘ne’ functions of the Central Bourd shall bei-
(a) to draw up e. general plan of mine clearance in the
European waters taking into account ships, manpower and
minesweeping equipment (minesweeping forces) required, and
to ascertain for this purpose available resources of beth
the 4£llied and neutrel countries concerned and the
de feated powers.
() to lay down thé precise. limits of the zones in
European waters and to adjust these limits on;y if at any
time this should be necessary.
(o) to set up and direct the Zone Mine Clearance Boards
referred to in paragraph 7.
(d) +te set up the Central Mine Clearance Intelligence
Office referred to in paragraph 13.
(e) +to direct, through the Zone Clearance Boards, the
general policy of mine clearancé in Furopean waters.
(£) +to apportion, in the light of the mine clearance
comitment of each zone, the ai -3:7bl¢ minesweeping forces
between the zones at the beginning of mine clearance, and %o
re-allocate mineswseping forces fram one zone to another
should it at any time appear desiraeble, provided that such

. re-allacation would be without detriment to the first zane.

(g) / ceses 3
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(g) to give guidance to the Zone Boards in determining
the areas of specified responsibility referred to in
peragraph 7 (a).
(h) +to specify the aceeptadle scale of mine clezrance,
essential for safe naviggtion.
(i) to promulgate reports on experience gained in the
course of bperationé.
NOTE. It is assumed that, under the terms of the
instruments of surrender, all enemy minesweeping forces
will be taken over and held at the disposal of the

United Nations.

Zone Mine Clearance Bo&rds
Te There shall be set up within each zone a Zone Mine
Clearance Board, responsible to the Central Board, with the
following functions :-
(2) +to divide the zone into sub-areas and to assign the
responsibility for the clearance of suh~areas among the
Powers involved; to re-adjust the limits of these sub-
areas only if at any time this adjustment should be necessary.
(t) +to direct the general policy of mine clearance within
the zone, while leaving the executive control of minesweeping
forces in the hands of the individual Power responsible for
each sub-area. But the direct control in the clearance
of sub-areas for which surrendered countries are responsible
shall be exercised by the Supreme allied Cammander or the
4l1lied Cammission of Control.
(¢) %o determine the responsibility of the capitulated
- Powers in the clearance of waters within the zone.
(d) to allocate minesweeping forces assigned to the zone by
the Central Board to Powers represented on the Zone Board who
heve not sufficient minesweeping forces with which to clear the

suh-area / sesae L
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sub~area for which they are reepmnsible.
(e) at the outset of mrine clearance to collect full
intelligence of all mines laid within the zone and
throughout the work of clearanee to colleest 2nd collate
reports on the progress and operations; and to transmitb
this intelligence without delay to the Central Mine
Clearance Intelligeace Office.
(f) to co-ordinate the mine  clearance plans. of the Powers
responsible'for clearanée within the zone and to ensure
that priorities of cormon interest, such 2s the fairways
of navigation are observed.
(g) to ensﬁre that the standard of mine clearance
specified by the Centrel Board is cobserved.
(h) to transmit to the Central Board =znd to pramulgate within
the 2zone reports on the experience gained in the course
cf operations.
NOTE: For the purpose of the préceding paragraphs, the -term
"rinesweeping forces" sho;ld be tuken to include minesweeping
%esséls. aireraft used in the search for rmines, minesweeping
equipment, ancillary vessels and geor, maintenince facilities
and other resources used in minesweeping, together with the
personnel tolman or operate them.

Atlantic Zone Board

8.

The East atlantic Zone Board shall consist of members

representing Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Holland, Norway,

UuS.SeR., and the U.K. under the Presidency of & British Naval

Of ficer. A L representative of Germany chall be summoned to attend

as required by the Board to give information and to receive directions.

Eire, Iceland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden, shall be invited %o send

observers to the Board.

Mediterranean Zone Board

9.

The / Y 5
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9. The Mediterransan Zone Board shall copsist of members
representing France, Greece, UsSsSeR., the U.K., USeh., and
Yecoslavie under the Presidency of a British Maval Officer.
Representatives of Germany and Italy shall be summoned teo attend
as required by the Board to give infonmation and receive
directions. Egypt, Portugal, Spain, and Turkey shall he
"invited to send doservers to the Board.

Barents, Baltic and Black Seas Zone Board -

10. The Barents, Baltic and Black Séas Zone Board. shsll consist

of members representing Denmark, Norway, Poland, U.S.S.R. and U.K.,
under the Presidency of 2 Soviet Naval Officer. Representatives

of Bulgariz, Finland, Germany, Italy and Roumania shall be summoned
to attend as required by the Board, to give information and to
receive directions. Sweden and Turkey shall be invited to send
observers to the Board. The Soviet Government considers the Danube
to belong to the Zone of the Barents, Baltie and Black Seas and it
has already carried out a consideratle amount of minesweeping of

the river.

Kattemat, Baltic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board

11, The Kattegat, Baltic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board
shall consist of members representing Denmark, Norway, Polang,

the U.S.S.R., and the U.K. The Presidency of‘this Board shall be
held for alternate periods by a British and Soviet Naval Officer.

A representative of Germany shzll be summoned to attend as required
by the Board to give information and to receive instructions. Sweden
shall bte invited to send an dgbserver to the Board.

sllocation of Responsibility within the Ziones

12. The allocation of responsibility within the Zones is a matter for
the decision of the respective Zone Boards. Each Power will undertake
the clearance of its own coastal waters and, in addition, an adjoining
area in the open sea in proportion to the minesweéping forces available

or made available to it. The / veees b
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The Intelligence QOffies of %he Centrél Board

13. The Central Mine Clearance Board shall establish a Central
International Intelligence Office for the evaluation ana pramulgation

of mine clearance intelligence. It shall eonsist of an Executive
Committee and an Administrative Séction. The Executive Gommitteé will
consist of representatives of members of the Central Board. The
orgenisation of the Administrative Section will be undertaken by the
British admiralty. To seéure close liaison between the Executilve
Cammittee and the Administrative Section, the Senior Officer of the
Administrative Section will also be a member of the Executive Comittee.
1], Mine clearance intelligence fram the zones, after collation by the
Zone Boards will be received by the Central International Intelligence
Office in the name of the Central Board. Information so received will
be plotted by the administrative Section for examination and evaluation
by the Executive Committee, and will be pronulgated by'tﬁe Hdninistrative
Section in accordance with the Executive Committee's decisions.

15« The maritime Powers shall be invited to appoint representatives

in London, who might normally be officers =2t their HEwbassies, Legations,
Consulates or High Commiésioners' Offices, with wham the Intelligence
Office may have direct contact. On receipt of intelligence fram the
Zone Boards the Office shall, with as little delay as possible,
distribute “Mine Warnings toAMariners" to these representatives for
onward transmission to their respective Governnments.

16. The Office shall be responsible for its work to the Central Board.

/Appendix ™A™ ...



ALPPENDEX *A™

Limits of Bones in European Waters

The limits of the zones shall be as follows i~

East &tlantic Zone (1)

Mediterranean Zone  (ii)

Barents, Beltic and (iii)

Black Seas Zone

The Eastern boundaries of the East

atlantic Zone shall be 2 line running
approximately along the meridian of North
Cape (Nordkapp) (25° L7' East approxi@ately)
to the co2st of Norway; the Scandinavian
coast to the Norwegian-Swedish frontier;

a line joining the Norwegian-Swedish
frontier to tip of the Skew; the Western
shores of Burope to Cape St. Vincent;

and a line joining Cape St. Vincent and

Cape Blanco (North) (33° 09' North)

(8° 38! West). The Western boundary of

the East atlantic Zone shall he the dividing
line hetween the British and &merican
strategic arecs.

The Western boundary of the Mediterranean
Zone shall be =2 line joining Cape St.
Vincent and Cape Blanco; at its Eastern
end the Zone shall exclude the territorial
witers of Turkey.

The Western boundary of the Barents Sea area
shell coincide with the Eastern boundary of
the East Atlantic Zone North at approximately

the meridian of North Cape (Nordkapp}).

(iv) /
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Kattegat, Baltic Straits

and their approaches Zone

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

The ¥oundary Wetween the Baltic Sea
area and the Kattegat and Baltic
Approaches Zone shall be a line drawn
fran Ystad (Sweden) to the vicinity
of Lubeck.

The Black Sea zrea shall exclude the
Bosphorus and the territoral waters
of Turkey.

The Western boundary of the Kattegat,
Baltic Straits and their approachess
Zone shall be @ line joining the
Northern tip of the Skaw o the
frontier of Norway and- Sweden. The
Bastern boundary shall coincide with
the Western boundary of the Baltic

Sea area.



Diplomatic Corrosnondencoe between H.M. Government

and Albanian Government, October and Novomber 1946,
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Note conveyed to Albanian Government th.rough' the Legation
in Belgrade, 26th October 1946. This note stated that .
in view of the serious accidents whichoccurred recently to
two of His Majesty's warships passing through the Gorfu
channel, and of which the Albaniar authoritics were no
doubt aware, British minesweeping authorities would
shortly sweep the channcl,

(A similar communication was mado to the Greck Government).

v B -

Albanian Notc of 31lst October, 1946.

NOTE~VERBALE,

La Légation d'Albanie, d'ordre de»son Gouvernonont, a
1'honneur de porter & la connaissance de 1'Ambassade de Grendo
Bretagne ce qui suit:

"EN relation avec votre dernitre Note en date du 26 Octohre
1946 odressde & la Légation d'Albanie a Belgrade, lo Gouvernement
Llbanais a 1'honneur d'attirer 1l'attention du Gouvernement Britanniquo
du fait que pour la deuxidme fois des bateaux de guerre de la Grande
Brete;gne ont violé los eaux torritoriales albanaises, sans avoir aucune
autorisation du Gouvernement Albanais et de cette maniere ont porté
atteinte & 1'integrité de notre Pays. Il n'eost pas longtemps du
premier incident de Seranda, lorsque des navires de guorre britanniques
sont entrés dans les eaux territoriales albanaises, qu'il se répete pour
1 deuxidme fois et dans une échele plus large encore, ce gestenon
amicel qui pourrait cn avoir des conséquenccs tristes,

Exactoment lo 22 Octobre 1946 quatre batiments de guerre de la
flotte britannique sont ontrés dans les eaux territoriales albanaiscs.
Le premicr de ceux~ci, qui protait le Nr. R.62 suivi d'un second batinont

qui protait le Nre R.4l sont entrés dans la bale de Sarando et dans les

/eamc albanalscs eee
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Los deux autres betimonts naviguaient aussi dans noScaux vis 3 vis

de Kakome et de Borshi, Les gpatre batinents en question Gtaiont des
bateaux de guerrc et dlanrds 1l'Agence Router en date du 26 Octobre

. 1946 11s &taient enclins d'owvrir ie rou, VA la vedetto de la Marinc
Albanaise qui s'est rondue immédiatemewt & la dircetion dos navires de
guerre britﬁnniquos, pour demander des oxplications de la violation des
caux territoriales albanaises ot pour leur préter 1l'aide nébessaire, étant
donné’qu'il a 6té oﬁsorvé de la fumdo et du feu sortapts d'un des
batiments, l‘éﬁuipage britannique d'unc facon non amicalc n'a pas daigné
dc domner aux marins albanais la molndre reponsc exolicative.

Le Gouvernment Albanais protests énérgiquement contre
pareilles incursions de bafeaux de guerre britamniques dans ses caux .
territoriales sans son autorisation ot il les considére comme des actcs
non amicaux ct en contradiction de toute lol internationale.

Dc pareils actes nc servent absolument pas dans le but de
roenforcerles relationg anmicales entre nos deux ncuples, par conséquont
le Gouvernment Albenais ajoute que dans 1'intdret de 1tanitié de nos deux
peys ct dans 1'intérot commun de la Paix ct de la prbsperité'entre les
ﬁeuples du monde, dc teclles actions doivent orendre fin et ne doivent pas
35.'rébé%er plus, pour éviter ainsi des inecidents regretables.

En ce qui concernc le nettoyﬁge du canal de Corfou mentionné dans
la Note en date du 26 Octobre 1946, le Gouvernement ilbanais a 1'honncur
de vorter a votre connaissance que cn dehors de la zone des caux
territoriales de 1l'Albanie, I1 n'a pas aucunc objection pour votre
entreprise et soulligne aussi que vos navires qui vont entrenrcndre
cotto opdration nc doivent pas entrq‘en aucunetfa%?n dans ses caux
torritoriales, soit dans la zons du canal soit en dchors de la zone du
canal,

Lo Gouvernement Llbanais ne prend pas aucun resnonsabilité
au cas que cette opération aura lieu dans ses caux territoriales ct Il
1a'considé}era dc nouveau comme une violation flagrante dec l‘integrité
de son Pays, pour la sauvegarde duguel celui-ci il = été ot il cst toujours
vigilant,”

La Legation d'Albanie saisit cette occasion peur renouveler & 1'Ambassade du

Grande Britegne les assurances de sa haute consideration,
Belgrade, 13 31 Octobre,l1946.
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Note %o gmm Governmont dated 10th November ;Q_Ié.

This note, reforring toc the proyious rotesof 20th and 3}st
October, informed the Albenian Government that sweeping of “he Corfu
channal would take place on 12th Novembor.

It made clcar that this wos boing donc in accordanco with the
unanimous dacision of the Contral Mine Ciearanco Board on 1lst November
that the channel should be reswent, It explained tha£ the arca to be
swopt would bo Medri arecas 18/32 and 18/34, as dofinod in the charts
of the Central Board, which warc in the nosgession of the Albanian
Government, It added that no .ships would be stationcd in Albanian
vaters and that the operation would be carricd out in exactly the same
way as the original swecping donc in October 194/ and February 1945,

to vhich the Albanian Govermment raiscd no objcctions,.

-D-

Albanian Note of 1ith Novgmber.

(English Translation),

Thc Albanian Government is obligod to protest against
unilateral deeision of His Majcsty's Government concerning the sweeping
of thc Straits of Corfu i.e. for Llbanian torritoriel waters within
the Straits., Thoy cannot agrce that a sovereign country should be faccd
in this way with a fait accompli,

The ‘izlbanian Govormment as stetcd in its note of October 31st
docs not considor it inconveniont that the British floet should undertake
tho swocping of waters of channel of navigation to cnsure passage of its
ships. In thesc circumstances and bufore the swoeping is carricd out, the
l1banian Government consider it indispcnsable to decids what arca of the

sca should bo considerod to constitute the channol of navigation. To this

/orxi Llbanian eee



end Albapian Govermment propose the establishment of a mixed Uemmisalon
competent to submit to the two Governmenis an actual soiution, Albanian
Government at the same time request His Ijesty's Goyernrent to draw the
attention of all subordinate gsuthorities.; 7l:ea they undertaks the sweeniiz
of the channel, to the necessity of ccn’’ning themselves sirictly to the
sweeping of determined pessage in stricw aecordan&e with contents of His

Yajeaty's Government's note of October 10th, (a)

Any sweeping undertaken without the consent of the Albanian
Government ontside the determined passage, i.e. inside Albanian territorial
waters where foreign war ships have no reason to sail, can only be considered
a8 a deliberate violation of Albanian territory and soveraignty.

The Albanian Government attaches particular importance to this
statement because the two British varships which were shipwreclked were
#alling as competent British authorities have themselves admitted, outside

the Straits and within Albanian territorial waters,

{a) Prasumably November 10th is intended.



EXHIBIT V.

REPORT ON_MINESWEEPING BY

FRENCH OBSERVER CAPITAINE DE FREGATE KESTRE
(IN FRENCH WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION)
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Translation of Reports on siinesweeping frow Capitalne de
Fregate Mestre (the French member of the Mediterranean Mine
Clearance Zone Board), forwarded to the President of the
Mediterranean Zone Board. -~

1. 16th November, 1946.

Sir,

I have the honour to make the following report of oy 4
mission with Admiral Kinahan, lst Cruiser Squadron, in chargec$
"Operation Retail™. '

Thanks to the measures taken to expedite my transpor
after having landed on H.M.S. OCEAN, I was transferred at sear~
H.M.S8. MAUORITIUS, the Flag ship. ‘

The operation, which was intended for D-Day was carlk
out normally. The sweep of the zone in which the Support Grou
would be cruising, was finished by the same evening. At 2000
hours, I was transferred to the Linesweeper BYMS 2075, which W&
going to take part the following day in part of the sweep, ant
which would also carry the Mine Disposal Officer as well as mys
At 7.30 am, on the 13th November, the operation of clearing the!
Corfu Channel began with four BYMS Minesweepers and five Fleet '
Minesweepers and three danlayars.

‘ The first lap was carried out by four BY#S with theil
sweeps to port working from North to South on the western 1limit:
the Channel, followed at a certain distance by the five Fleet
tiinegweepers. During this lap-two mines came to the surface, 0=
was towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and the other exploded it
the sweep. The second lap was made from South to North by tne &
Fleet minesweepers followed by three BYMS with sweeps to starboe
In this zone, which was closer than the preceeding one to the
Albanian shore, seven mines came to the surface, The third lap
was made from NHorth to South with sweeps to port during which
thirteen mines came to the surface.

At the end of this lap the sweep of the Corfu Channel
could be considered as completed with the following results:

Twenty one mines came to the surface. One mine exploded ?;
the sweep. Of the twenty-one mines which came to the suris-
two were towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and one mine ¥&
sunk by rifle fire, but the others could not be sunk that
day because of the difficulty of penetrating their shells |
with ordinary ammunition.

My observations on the subject of the mines which cam¢
to the surface are as follows:

1) The twenty-two mines which were swept were in the chani
previously swept, or in tne immediate neighborhood.

Z) The eight mines which I saw myself were those swept
during the tirst and second laps. All the eight were
of the same kind, which I identified as German GR typfﬁi
without snag lines with five horns and 90lds of exp%ohﬁ
I cannot say anything about the thirteen mines cut Q?,;
the third lap, as I could not get to the position beros
nightfall, but I have every reason to suppose they weré-



the same type.

3) The eight mines which I saw myself had apparently
been in the water for a length of time which I
should estimate at the maximum of six months and
probably less. There was no trace of rus& or marine
growth or barnacles apparent. I had in my hand
several pieces of tne first mine which was rendered
safe by the Mine Disposal Officer. The detonator and
the primer and the horms all had the appearance of
being new, and the unscrewlng of the horns appeared
to be very easy as the lead of the horns was not even
marked by the spanner,

4) " The density ot the mines cut increased as the sweépers
got closer to the shore: two mines in the first lap,
seven in the second, and thirteen in the third.

5) The most rigorous precautions were taken to prevent
the operation at any time appearing provocative in
the eyes of the Albanian population:

a) ‘lhe guns of the minesweepers were never
pointed towards the shore.

b) The sweepers had been ordered not to use
their llght guns to destroy the mines.

.c) OUnly fire by small arms (rifles) was
authorised for the destruction of floating
mines.

d) The boats which had the duty of destroying
mines had orders to fire at the mines to the
westward i.e., towards the open sea.

"e) These orders were rigorously carried out
during the period I was on the spot where
mines had come to the surfade.

During part of the time, I could fellow with my binoculars
a boat cruising fairly close to the shore carrying a red flag with
some design (I think it was thé Albanian flag). This boat
cruised a fair distance from the sweepers and never came closer ’
than 3000 to 4000 metres. #s far as I know no signal was made by her

The second mine brought ashore could not be examined
until the 1l4th November owing to the darkness. There is every
reason to believe that it did not differ in any respect from the
mine examined on thne 13th November.

CONCLUSICL. The Corfu Channel can from now onwards be
considered open to surface navigation. This operation will allow for
a considerable shortening of the sea communication between North
Greece and the ndrlatlc, and interest particularly the craft of
UNRRAwhich are engaged in bringing rellef for countries of Central
and Southern Europe.

To conclude I wish to thank the British Authorities for
the excellent welcome which was given me on board the wvarious
ships and aircraft on which I travelled. This welcome and the
facilities for transport which were afforded me made my mission as
observer a particularly agreeable one."

(Sgd) Le Capitsine de Fregate MESTRE



23rd November, 1946.

Sir,

In the report I presented at Rome on theléth .
November last, concerning the minesweeping operations in the Cor
Channel, I reported that I had examined the mines while they wen
in the water and that I had identified them as being of the Gerz: .
G.R. type.

|

Owing to the difficulty of getting ashore before nignsij
I was not able to examine them personally on shore.

The mines were subsequently taken to ialta, where I |
examined them in detail on the 23rd November. Without any possi:
doubt these mines are of the German GY type and not GR.  Several
characteristics, which I had not been able to check while the ml:
were afloat make it impossible to confuse these; types of mine.

ag The much greater diameter of the shell of the GY

b) A ring to which the two hemispheres of the shell
are welded. .

¢) Two horns of a peculiar shape, mounted on a bracke!
(elbow piece), which are not visible when t
mine is in the water, being fixed to the
lower hemisphere. The GY mine is the larges
moored mine I have ever seen (six hundred
pounds of explosive).

I took the opportunity of this close examination to
note that the marks painted on the mines are still easily readable

(Sgd) Le Capitaine de fregate
festre



EXHIBIT VI (=

PHOTOGRAPHS_OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON _13TH NOVEMBER, 1946




EX BIYT VI __(a

PHOTOGRAPHS OF ELNES FOUND 1IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946

Warrant Officer Powning securing a tow rope to mine No. 2
swept by H.L.S. "SKIPJACK" at 112, on 13th November off
Saranda. Mine No.l had exploded. The Albanian coast is
seen in the background,
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Mine No.2 being brought ashore on the rugged coast of Corfu.
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A detailed examination by Lieutenant Phillips reveals that it is a
Germgn moored mine Type WYM", The fresh paint on the mine and the
grease on the mooring wire showed that it had been recently laid.

o
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|

The detonetor is removed by Lieutenant Phillips in order to render the
mine safe.



EXHRIBIT VI (s)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHAKNEL
ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946



EXHIBIT V1 ‘a}
PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NOVERBER, 124§

All mines swept were ldentified as German ¥Y" type. The two
mines which were dismantled hed all seven horns in place, and
the fresh paint on the casing and the grease on the mooring
wire showed that the m nes had only been a short time in the
water.
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Type C. Mechanism plate of the German "Y" type mine. The photograph
snows the firing mechanism and electric leads which connect to the
contact horns on the outer casing of the mine,



PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL QN 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946

A tow rope being secured to one of the mines. This mine was sub-
sequently dismantled. See photograph B. 3.
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The second mine recovered after being dismentled ashore, The mine
like the first one, was found tc be in new condition and with fresh
pzint on the case and sresse ~a the mooring wire. The mechagnism
plrte from this mine is shown in Protogra»h A, 6.



E BIT vi_(c)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946




FHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946

S e o

X

Tyo of tiie mines swept between 1338 and 1401 on 13th November off

Saranda. The coast of Albanis can be seen in the background.
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B.Y.k.S8. hiinesweeper 2075 on board which the French observer, Captain de
Fregate liestre witnessed the lilnesweeping., O(ne of the mines swept is
shown in the foreground. The fresh paint and lack of seaweed indicates
that the mine can only recently have been lald. The Albanian Coast is
seen in the background. '



EXHIBIT VI {c)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MILES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBLR, 1946
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EXHIBIT

VI _(e)

PHOTQGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NOVEMBEK, 1946

ARV SIT A3 MR Vil

Une of the mines swept off Saranda.

The newness of the paint and

lack of seaweed and barnacles show that it can only have been re-

cently leid.
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One
the

of the mines swept off Saranda.

background.

b

The coast of Albanie is in




EXHIBIT vi_ (d)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN_THE SWEPT CHAKNEL
ON_13TH NOVEMBER, 1946




"FROMs THE SUPERINTENDENT, ADMIRALTY MINING ESTABLISHKENT, LEIGH PARK
HOUSE, NR. HAVANT, HAKTS,

EXAMINATION OF GERMAN MINE Y _FROH VALT
. (EX, CORFU

The mine was in good condition externally and imternally, much paint
remaining on the spherical shell and only slight traces of marine growth on
the mechanism plate, A serial number D.S.161 was visible on the shell upper
hemisphere., Originally in red paint, the number had been recently painted over
in white. Each of the seven lead horns carried a red paint ring near the tip.

The mine is identified as a German G.Y of the MEMC,II" class (Germa:
title) which was designed im 1942/43 for use with 6 motres (20 ft.) 2 inch
chain mooring, and 100 metres (50 fathom) 1.9/16 inch stranded steel mooring
rope. This class of mine was put into service by the Germans largely in 1944,
in the North Sea and the Mediterranean." '



EXHIBIT VI (d)
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EXHIBIT VI (e)

MARINE GROWTH ON MINES

THE AMOUNT OF MARINE GROWTH FOUND ON A KINE IS AN
INDICATICN OF THE LENGTH OF TIVE THE MINE HAS BEEN

IN THE WIATER
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EXHIBI VI (e)

From experience of minesweeping and minelaying it has been ascertained that
Marine Growth will accumulate on mines laid at depths down to twenty feet below
the surface at the rate of three inches in thickness in three to six months.

The photographs shown here are of mines being recovered two to three years
after laying and should be compared with photographs of mines found off the
Albanian coast shovn in Exhibits VI {a) to (d).
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EXHIBIT VI (e)

MARINE GROWTH ON MINES

THL AMOUNT OF MARINE GRCOWTH FOQUND ON A MINE IS AN

INDICATICON OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN

1N THE WATER



¢
From experience of mlnesweeplng and minelaying it has been ascertained tnat L
Marine Growth will accumulate on mines lsid at deptns down to twenty feet oelowtm
surface at the rate of three inches in thickness in three to Bix months.

The photographs shown here are of mines being recovered two to three years

%
after laying and should be compared with photographs of mines found off the Albani: %
coast shown in Exhibits VI (a) to (d).
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EXHIBIT VII

Chart showing position of mines
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E 17T Vi

CHART SHOUWING DEFENCES OVERLOOKING THE

BAY OF SARANDA (PORTA EDDA) AND THE TRACK OF H.M. SHIPS

ON_PASSAGE ON 15TH MAY
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EXHIBIT VIII

1 1

1 e 7#_3'0_‘:.

397

o4

a5

GEXMAN G MINERIE LD

QBY 257

/

/\\ﬁ/kg_a}”\ <t SP‘rb{wm

~

O GLAMAN

4 ORY 533

Wit iR CD

Track of H.M.Ships "ORION and SUPERB”
on passage ¢ North Corfu Channel

155 May 1946
and Albwidan detences ete. overlooking”
Buy of Porto Edda (Surusds).
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EXHIBIT 1IX

Affidavit sworn by Captaih of U.N.N.R.A. vessel
which was fired on on October 29th, 1946,
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EXHIBIT X.

Photograph of small craft

prepered for minelaying.
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EXHIBIT XI.

Chart showing routes of

Aireraft on Oct. 22nd and 23rd.
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