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EXHIBIT I 

Chart showing track of H.M.Ships on 22nd October 
on passage through the North Corfu Channel 
and their position at 145.3½ when H.M.Destroyer 
11 SAUMAREZ11 struck a mine. It will be noted 
that all the ships are well inside the route 
published internationally as Medri 18/32 and 
18/34. 
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EXHIBIT II {a} 

PHOl'OOftAPHS OF H.M.S. "SAUYiAREZ• AFTER STRIKING 

A MINE IN THE S\IEPl' CHANNEL 



I 
I EXHIBIT 11 {a) 

fHorOORAPHS OF H.L:.s. "SAUMAREZ" AITER STRIKING A lUKE IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL 

A. l 

A. 2 

H.M.S. 11 SAUMAREZ" '30 seconds after the explosion, enveloped in 
smoke and listing to starboard. Timea 1454. 

"SAuldAREZ" sheers to port into the wind. 
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"SAUMAREZ'' comes to rest settling rapidly by the bows. 

' :.tt._ ~ ,-i""' , .. -~ 

-, . - -~''-"' 2,-.~1'4""'' , : .. , ' 
, .. 

The fire in "SAUMA.fil."'Z" is got under control. The fire in fact 
was not put out until after she reached Corfu at 0J00 the next 

day. 



E X H I B I T Ir (b} 

PHorOORAPHS OF H.M.s. 11 SAUMAREZ 11 AFTER STRIKING 

A MINE IN THE S\fEPl' CHANNEL 
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EXHIBIT II {b) 

l;HOTOOi-V\PHS UF H,M,S, "SAUUAREZ" AFTER STRIKI.NY 
A MINE INT~ SWEPT CHANHZL 

Port side of H.Iti.S. 11SAUMAREZ" on fire. The ship is 
settling by the bows. 

Port side or H~M.S. "SAUMAlU."'Z" on fire. 



8,3. 
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Starboard side of H. M.S. 11IAUMAREZ" showing the damage 
sustained. 

'-.... , 
·<11«" I 

H.M.S. 11SAUMAREZ" settling by the bows. After examination 
she was writ~en of£ as a total loss. 



EXHIBIT II (c) 

PHOI'OORAPi:IS OF H,:,:,s. "SAUliiAREZ" Ah'D H,!ii .S. "VOLAGE" 

AFTER STRIKING MINES IN THE Sr/EPT CHAM.f,2;L 



E X H I B I T II (cl_ 

11 PHOI'OGPJ.PHS OF H.M.S 1 
11SAU1'tA~Z 11 A..""l'D HJ!;.S. 11VOLAGE 11 AFTER STRIKING !H1fr~S 

C. /, 

IN THE SWEPT CHA:rNEL 

H.M.S. •VOLAGE" after taking H.M.S. "S!UMAREZ" in tow strikes a mine at 
1616 and her bows are blown off. The photographs show H.M.S. 11VOLAGE" 
proceeding stern first towing H.M.S. "SAUUAREZ11 stern first also. 

C,2, 

A 20 m.iJ•h• wind is blowing the ships on to the Albanie.n Coast. However by 
dint of good seamansi1ip the 11VuLAGE 11 , although severely damaged herself, 
managed to tow the "SAu1,iAREZ" to Corfu. · 



E X H I B I T III 

'.lhe Agreement constituting the International 
Organisation for . the Clearance of i'/d.nes in European Waters. 



.EXHIBIT Ill 

lN 

The attached -1ocu;ne nt has been agr t.t-d be tween us as the basis of c:n 

int E:o rna tie,nal orgor,isatie,n for the cleEorance of mines in burc,pean Waters• 

'i'he ' n,pres entativt: s of the U11it ed i.:itates, France and Grea t brit.sin have 

8lre1.~ ay been c,uthe,ris e d to eccq.,t this document en beholf of their 

rc;spective Governnents • 

.SIGNK) 

s. LRYKL.;. 
.i.:,ngint:e r Re c:.r .i!.cLnirD 1 

Soviet Nuvy; 

R, f'RrCE .. 
Capt8in 

Uni t.cd States J\lc.1vy 

A. SAL.l-1, 
Hu ·,r lidmiral 
Frtnch Nr.vy. 

l:.. L. 5. :i(ING. 22nd. N~vember, 1945, 
Vice Jl.drnir,il 

Rcynl ~E,vy 



INTERN~TION.b.L ORGANISATION FOR THE 

C'LE11.RANJE OF MINES IN EUROPW'J WATERS. 

The followinc organisntion for the clopran•e of mines in 

European wa tcrs after the do feat of Germany has ·•een drawn up vii th 

n view to mec ting th2 needs of all interested maritime Powers by 

providing &n international machinery for the direction cf p0licy 

and 0cne;rsl control of mine clearance operaticfl.s. It is hoped 

thr:t cy thess meac1uros mines will be cleared with equc::l 

thoroughness and expedition in ell European Waters. 

Division of :Suropet:,n w~,tc:;rs into zones 

2. Tho European waters to "te cleared shall be divided into 

four zones :-

(i) An ED.st ,.:,_t11:mtic z0ne 

(ii) A Mediterranes.n zone 

(iii) .A Burents, Bc,ltic and Black Ses. zone 

(iv) A Kattogat, Baltic Strsits '.':,nd their .b.pprreches zone 

Th0se zones sh:::11 bo divided into are:::ts and sub-areas, the 

cle'.::r::mce C'f which shall be r,llocated to the interested littoral 

:,·nd other n:: Vctl powers urider tho dire ct ion of B OS-rds sot up in 

3ccord2nce with p:-rsgraph 7 bolrn<'.. Tho recommended limits of 

these zones arc givon at ,'.:.ppendix A. 

International CeEtr~1.l Mino Clecr'.mco Bo::crd 

3. Mino clearance in Europoe.n waters shc1ll he controlled and 

co-ordinated by an Interno.tional Centr3.l Mine Clearance Bc-s.rd, 

under the presidency of a British Naval Offi~·er and consisting 

of representatives of France, U.S.S.R., U.K. and U.S.A. 

4. Each member of the Central BO".lrd shall be responsible for 

consulting his ~overnment as ho may i3em necessary and shall have 

the right to insist that tho confirmation of his 0Jvernment is 

reQuired before any particular action contemplated ay the Central 

Board o.ffecting its interests is taken. 

j. / ••••• 2 



5. At all stages during the preparation of plans for mine 

clearance, and until canpletion of the task, the Central Board 

shall refer to the illied Naval kuthorities as deemed necessary 

and shall in particular consult the Supreme .Allied Ccrunanders 

and the Allied Ccmnission of Control on their special requirements. 

In their dealings with capitulated powers, the Central Board, 

and the zone Boards referred to below, shall ccrnmunicate with them 

· through the appropriate Supreme Allied Ccmr.iander or illisd 

Comrnission of Control. 

6. The functions of the Centra l Bo:::.rd shall be:-

(a) to draw up a general plan of mine clearance in the 

European waters taking into account ships, manpower and 

minesweeping equipment (minesweeping forces) re quired, and 

t o as certain for this purpose available resources of bt,th 

the Allied and neutr2l cowitries concerned and the 

defeated powers. 

(h) to l ay down the precis·e- liinits of the zones in 

Europecn waters 8.nd to adjust these limits only if at any 

tL~e this should be necessary. 

(o) to set up and direct the Zone Mine dlearance Boards 

referred to in paragraph 7. 

(d) t6 set up the Central Mine Cle 3r ance Intelligence 

Office referred to in paragraph 13. 

(e) to direct, through the Zone Clearance Boards, the 

general policy of mine clearance in European wnters, 

(f) to apportion, in the light of the mine clearance 

ccrnrnitment of each zone, the a1 J, ·1 blc~ n inesweeping forces 

bet~een the zones at the ~egir:ning or mine cle arance, and to 

re-allocate minesweeping forces fr<T<l one zone to another 

should it at any time appear desirable, provided that such 

- re-alle1catio11 would be without detriment to the first zone, 

(g) I ••••• 3 
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(g) to give guidance to the Zone Boards in determining 

the areas of specified responsibility referred to in 

paragraph 7 (a). 

(h) to specify the acceptable scale of mine clearance, 

essential for safe navigation. 

(i) to promulgate reports on experience gained in the 

course of operations. 

NOTE. It is assumed that, under the terrDS of the 

instruments of surrender, all enemy minesweeping forces . 
will be taken over and held at the disposal of the 

United Nations. 

Zone Mine Clearance Boards 

7. 'l'here shall be set up within each zone a Zone Mine 

Clearance Board, responsible to the Central Boord, with the 

following functions:-

(a) to divide the zone into sub-areas and to assign the 

responsibility for the clearance of sub ... areas among the 

Powers involved; to re-adjust the limits of these sub-

areas only if at any time this adjustment should be necessary. 

(r) to direct the general policy of mine clearance within 

the zon~, ~nile leaving the executive control of minesweeping 

forces in the hands of the individual Power responsible for 

each sub-area. But the direct control in the clearance 

of sub-areas for which surrendered countries are responsible 

shall be exercised by the Supreme ~llied Cn-nmander or the 

Allied Ccmmission of Control. 

(c) to determine the responsibility of the capitulated 

Powers in the clearance of waters within the zone. 

(d) to all-ocate minesweeping forces ussigned to the zone by 

the Central Board to Powers represented on the Zone Board who 

he.ve not suf.ficient minesweeping forces with which to clear the 

sub-area / ·••·• 4 



sub-area for which they .are re-ap~nsible. 

(e) at the outset of mine clearance to collect full 

intelligence of all mines laid within the zone and 

thro~out the work of clearance to collent and collate 

reports on the progress and operations; and to transmit 

this intelligence without delay to the Central Mine 

Clearance Intelligence Office. 

(f) to co-ordinate the mine-clearance plans of the Powers 

responsible for clearance within the zone and. to ensure 

that priorities of common interest, such 8.S the f e,irwuys 

of navigation are observed. 

(g) to ensure tha t the st E, ndard of mine cle ar 2.nce 

specified by the Centra l Board is obsorved. 

(h) to transr:,i t to the Central Boe.rd snd to prornulga te within 

the z ona reports on tho experience ga i 11ed in the course 

of operations. 

NOTE: For th1:; purpose of thE::: preceding p:::r ::.:gr'.iphs, the teITl 

11minesweeping forces" sho;J.ld be t·Jken to include r:1inesweeping 

vessels, aircra ft used in the sec,rch for r:iinos, minesweeping 

eq_uipment, ancillary vessels :::i. nd gec:r, mainten:-,nce facilities 

and other resources used in mine sweeping, together with the 

personnel to man or operate them. 

East Atlantic Zone Boo.rd 

8. 'lhe East .i,,tlantic Zone Board shall consist of members 

representing Belgium, Cana da, Tonma rk, Fra nce, Holland, Norway, 

u.s.s.R., and the U.K. under the Presidency of a British Naval 

Off'icer. ~ representative of Gerrrnny Ghall be summoned to attend 

as required by the Board to give information and to receive directions· 

Eire, Iceland, Portugal, Spoin and Sweden, shall be invited to send 

observers to the Board. 

Mediterranean Zone Board 

9. The/ 
. ~ .... s 
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9. The Medi terr-a.naan AOD.e Board ..shall COJ'.).Si&t- ~ members 

representing France, Greece, u.s.s.R., the U.K., U.S.A., and 

Ywgoslavia under the Presidency of a British Nlval Officer. 

Representatives of Germany 8.Il.d Italy shall. be S-UilJlil02'.l, i;o a-t-ten.d 

as required by the Board to give information and receive 

direct ions. Egypt, Portugal, Spain, and. Turkey shall 'he_ 

· invited tG send observers to the Board. 

Barents, Bal tic and Black Seas Zone BO';l.rd · 

10. The Barents, Baltic and Black Seas Zone. Board.__she.1.1--c.on.sist 

of members representing Denmark, Norway I Poland, u.s.S.R. and U.K.~ 

under the Presidency of~ Soviet Naval Offirer. Representatives 

of Bulgc1r1c,, Finland, Germany, It9.ly and Roumania shall he summoned 

to attend as required by the BO'.J.rd, to give inforr.ution and to 

receive directions. Sweden and Turkey shall b~ invited to send 

observers to the Boo.rd. The Soviet Goverm1ent considers the Tu.nube 

to belong to the Zone of the Barents, Baltic and Block Seas and it 

has already carried out a consideratle arnount of minesweeping of 

the river. 

Kattegat 1 Baltic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board 

11. The Kattegat, Baltic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board 

shall consist of nembers representing llinmark, Norvmy, Poland, 

the U,S.S.R., :::.nd the U,K. The Presidency of this Board shall be 

held for alternate periods by a British and Soviet Naval Officer. 

A representative of Germany shall be sumrnoned to attend as required 

hy t.he Beard to give information .·J.nd to receive instructions. 

shall be invited to send an qbserver to the Board. 

lllocation of Responsibility within the Zones 

Sweden 

12. The alloc8tion of responsibility within the Zones is a matter for 

the decision of the respective Zone Boards. Each Power will undertake 

the clearance of its own coastcl waters and, in addition, an adjoining 

area in the open sea. in proportion to tl:o r:dnesweeping forces available 

or made available to it. The I ••••• 6 
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The Intelligence Ofi'ioe of the Central Board 

13. The Central Mine Clearance Board shall esta1'lish a Central 

Interna tional Intelligence Office for the evaluation ana prcmulgµtion 

of mine clearcnce intelligence. It shall eonsist of an Executive 

Cor;i."':littee a nd an Adrainistra ti~e Section. Tne Exeeutive Cammi ttee will 

consist of representatives of ~£Dbers of the Central Board. The 

organisation of the Administrative Section will be undert aken by the 

British A&uiralty. To secure close liais on between the Executive 

Cormni ttee and the Administrative Section, the Senior Officer of the 

Administra tive Se ction will also be a mewber of the Executive Committee. 

14. Mine clearance intelligence fra~ the zones, a fter collation by the 

Zone Boards will be received by the Centr al Inter nu tiona l Intelligence 

Office in the nane of the Centrnl Borrrd. Infor mo. tion s o rece ived will 

be plotted by the i;..dministra tive Section for exar.i inati on and evaluation 

by tho Executive Conmi ttee, and -.,-;ill b8 pr c:mulgat ed b y the 1;.dministrative 

Section in ac cordance with the Executive Coer,1ittee 's decisions. 

15. The mari.time Powers shall be invi t ad to appoint r epresenta tives 

in London, who might normally be officers '.3. t the ir ErDba s s ies, Lege t::.ons, 

Consula tes or High Ca,1missioners' Offices, with 11hom the Intelligence 

Office nay have direct contact. On receipt of i ntelligence fr ot:i the 

Zone Boards the Office shell, with as little delny ns possible, 

distribute •Mine Warnings to Mcriners 9 t o these r epr esent atives for 

onward transmission to their respective Govern.::ients. 

16. The Office shall be responsible for its work to the Central Board. 

/Appendix "'A"' ••••• 



J..PPENDEX 11A"' 

L mi ts of ~ones in Eur ope an Waters 

The_ limits of the zones shnll be a s follows:-

Th.st ~tlantic Zone 

Mediterranean Zone 

(i) The Eas tern bmmdaries of the East 

Atlantic Zone shall be a line running 

approximately along the meridian of North 

Cape (Nord.kapp) (25° 47 1 Th.st approximately) 

to the co?-st of Norway; the Scandinavfo.n 

ccnst to the Norwegian-Swedish frontier; 

o. line joining the Norwegian-Swedish 

fr ontier to tip of the Sknw; the Wes tern 

shores of Europe to Cape St. Vincent; 

o.nd a line joining Oo.pe St. Vincent and 

Cape Bl anc o (North) (33° 09 1 North) 

(8° 38 1• West). The Western boundary of 

the E::-1st ;,_tlantic Zone sh::i.ll re the dividing 

line h e tween the Britii;;h a nd b.merican 

strategi~ a r ecs , 

(ii) The Western boundary of the Mediterro.nean 

Zone shall be a line joining Cape St. 

Vincent 2nd Ca pe Blanco; 2.t its Eas tern 

end the Zone sha ll exclude the territorial 

W\ ters of Turkey . 

Barents, Beltic and (iii) The Western boundary of the Barents Sea area 

Bla ck Sea s Zone shell coincide with the Easte rn boundary of 

the E2st htlantic Zone North at approxini.ately 

the neridia n of North Cape (Nord.kappJ. 

(iv)/ 

••••• 2 
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(iv) The ~oundary ~etween the Baltic Sea 

area and the Kattegat and Baltic 

Approaches Zone shall be a line drawn 

fron Ystad (Sweden) to the vicinity 

of Lubeck. 

(v) The Black Sea 2rea sho.11 exclude the 

Bosphorus and the territoral waters 

of Turkey. 

Kattegat, Bal tic Str::i.i ts (vi) The Western boundary of the Kattegat, 

and their Approaches Zone Baltic Straits and their Approaches• 

Zone shc1ll be a line joining the 

Northern tip of the Slmw to the 

frontier of Norway and-Sweden. The 

Eastern boundary sho.11 coincide with 

the Western bound3ry of the Baltic 

Sea sreo.. 



J)iplome.tic Corros,otxlonco between H.M. Government 

and Albanian Governmont, October azxl November 19.46. 
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Note co?IV'eyed to Albanian Governmont through tho Legation 

in Belgrade, 26th Octobor 1946,. This note stated that 

1n view of the serious accidents which-occurrod rocently to 

two of His Majesty's warships passin~ -tbr.>ugh the Corfu 

channel, and of t1hich the Albaniar.. authorities ucre nu 

doubt aware, British minesweeping authorities ~ould 

shortly swoop tho channel. 

(A similar communication was made to the Grock Government). 

.. B -

Albnniqn Note of 31st October, 1946. 

NOI'E-VERBJJ..E. 

La. Legation d 1ilbanie, d'ordre jo son Gouvernonont, a 

l'honneur de porter 'a 1n connaisso.nco de 1 1.Amoossadc de Grarrlo 

Bretagne oe qui suit: 

"EN relation nveo votre derni~re Note on date du 26 Ootobrc 

1:9 ,L ., " ,,. ., nt 
~ ndressoe a la Legation d'Albanie a Belgrade, lo Gouverneme 

Albanais a l'honneur d'nttirer 1 1attention du Gouvernement Britanniquo 

du fa.it quo potU" la deuxi~mo fois des batoaux do guerro de l.tl Grande 

Brotagno ont viola los came torritorialos albana.isos, sans avoir auoune 
, 

autorisation du Gouvernement Albana.is et do oetto ma.niere ont porto 

atteinte ti l'integrite do notre Pays, Il n'est pas longtemps du 

oromior incident de Sarnrrla, lorsque des navires de guorre britanniques 

:tont entrbs dans les eaux territoria.les albanaises' qu' il se rcpeto pour 

la. douxi~me fois et dans une e'chelo plus large encore, oe gestenon 

amical qui pourrait on avo:l.r dos qons~quencos tristes .• 

E:xacternent lo 2i Octobre 1946 quatrc bo.timcnts de guerre do la 

.flotte britanniquo sont ontr~s dans_ lea eaux torritoriales alban.<1.iscs • 

Le premier de ceux-ci, qui protait le Nr. R.62 suivi d 1 un seoo.rrl ~timont 

qui prota.it J.o !a-. ll.41 sont. cntrcs dans la baio do Sarando ot dans los 

/eaux albonn:1$os • • • 



--...... ~ -..... -- .. -~-.... - ... ---- -·- --- ... ----- -- -. .-, -------- -- -- ----- -- - -- - -
I\ 

Les dcux autros batimonts naviguafont nussi dans nos cuux vis 'ii vis 

de Kakomo ot do Borshi. "'· " Les alPtre ba~i'10nts on question otaiont des 

bate aux do guorrc et d' aT)r~s 1 1 Ago nee RoJ.+,c:..~ e~ date du 26 Octobro 

1946 ils 6taient onclina d 1ouvrjr le r'~a., A la vcdetto de la Marine 

Albanaise qui s I est ronduc iI!lm~diatomo1.t ~ la direction des n.::i.viros de 

guerro britarmiquos, pour dema.rxler des explications de la violntion des 

caux territoriales albannises ot pour lour prciter l'aido no'cessaire, etnnt 

donne' qu' il a 6t6 observe' de la fur.ioo et du feu sortants d 1un des 

b~tirnents, 1 1:quipage britannique d 1unc faoon non amicalo n'a pas daignf 

do dormer aux marins albanais la moi~'ld:;:-e rcponso exnlicativco 

Lo Gouvornment Albanais protests cnergiquemont centre 

pareillcs incursions de bateo.ux de guerre britanniques dans sea caux . 

torritorialos sans son autorisation ot il los considcro comr.ic des actos 

non amicaux ct en contradiction de toute lo~. intornntionalo. 

Do pareils actes no se~rnnt absolTu":lent pas duns lo out clc 

I 
ronforccr lcs relations anicales entro nos dcux l)CUples, · par conscquon·t 

' 
le Gouvernmcnt .Albanais ajouto que dans 1 1 inter~ de 1 1 runiti6 de nos dome 

/ I' . ,, 
pays ct dans 1 1 intoret commun do la Paix ct do la pr~spcrite ontro lcs 

pouplos du monde, do tolles actions doivent orcndro fin ct no doivent pas 

• ,, I ,, . 
$4- ropctor plus, pour cv.itor ainsi des inoidonts rcgrotublos. 

; 

En cc qui concerne le nottoyage du canal dt: Corfou mentionnc dans 

la Noto on date du 26 Octobre 1946, lo GouvornoMent 1~lbanais a l 1honneur 

do porter a votro connaissanco quo on dehors de la zono dos oaux 

territoriales do 1 1Albanio, Il n'a pas oucuno objection ~our votrc 

cntrcprise et souligne aussi quo vos navires qui vent ontre1Jrondro 

ootto oocration no doivont pas entra- en aucuno :f:1.con dans ses oaux - ' ~ 

torritorialos., soit da.n:s la zono du canal soit en dchors de la zone du 

canal. 
. 

Lo Gouvcrnement Llba.nais ne prend oas aucun rcsT)onsabilit6 

au cas quo cette opbration aura lieu dans ses onux territorial.cs ct Il 

la considbrcra do nouveau commo unc violation flngrnnto de 1 1intcgrit6 

do son Pr.ys, pour ln sauvegurdc duqucl celui-ci il a ate ct i1 est toujours 

vigilant." 

La Legation d 'Albanie saisit cette occasion peur renouveler a l 'Ambassade dti 
Grarxle Britagne les assurances de sa haute consideration. 

Belgrade, 13 31 Octobre,194h. 



Noto j;o AJ.banian Governmopt da_tcd 10th NoyeMbf£ 19~. 

This note, rofcn·irlf; to tho r.,ro;, ious notor of 20th alld .31st 

October, informocl tho Albanian GovcrMont that sweeping cf :.ho C1)rfu 

channel would take place on 12th Novomtcr ~ 

It nnde clear that this wns boing done in aocordnnco uith the 

unanimous docision of the Central Mine Clearance Board on 1st November 

that the channel should be rcswc:-:,t. It explnincd thut the area to be 

suopt '\7ould bo Modri nroas 18/.32 and 113/34, us dofinod in the charts 

or the Central Board, which wore in the possession of tho iu.ba.nian 

Government. It added that no .ships •.1ould be sto.tiohcd 1n Albanian 

uators and that tho operation .1ould be carried out in exactly tho so.me 

way as the originnl sweeping done in October 1944 and Februory 1945, 

to which tho f..lbania.n Govornmont raised no objections. 

- D -

Albanian Noto of 11th Novombct• 

(English Translation). 

Tho llbnninn Government is obliged to protest against 

unilateral decision of His Majesty's Government concerning tho sweeping 

of tho Straits of Corfu i.e. for J.lbaninn torritorial rmtors \1ithin 

tho Straits. Thoy c~nnot agree that a soveroign country should be faced 

in this Ymy \ut.h n fait accompli. 

Tho ilbaninn Govornmont as sta.tc<l in its noto of Octobor 31st 

docs not consider it iriconveniont thnt tho British floot should ur..dortake 

tho swoooitlg of waters df channel of navigation to onsuro passngo of its 

ships. In these circtlMStancos and bofore tho swocp1ng is carried out, the 

~abanian Government consider it indisponsablo to docido what aron of the 

808 
should bo considered to constitute tho channel or navigation. To this 

/orrl ;.lbanian •• • 



eJld 1.lben&an'OoverZJWJt propose the establishment of a mixed Gomm.ission 

competent to submit to the two Governments an actual solutiqn, .Albanian 

Government at the same ti.rue ~equest Hls I1a.jo~ty's Goyern.T.ent to draw the 

attention of all suborninate aut'floriti0:.i i ·-,1·,1;;:i they wxlerta:ca the s11oe.,:..i~.;; 

of the channel, to the neceesity of ccn/:'.:1ing themseJvea str;tctly to the 

sweeping of determined passage in stri,:··~ a~cordanoe with Q'ontents of His 

V.a.jesty's Government's note of October 10th. · {a) 

Any sweeping undertaken without t~e consent of the Albanian 

Government 011tside the determined passage, i~e. inside Albanian territorial 

waters where foreign war ships have no reason to sail, can only be considered 

as a deliberate violation of Albanian territory and sovereignty. 

The Albanian Government attaches particular importance to this 

statement because the two British warships which were shipwrecked were 

aailing as competent British authorities have themselves admitted, outside 

the Straits and within Al.banian i;erritorial waters. 

la) Prasumahly November loth is intended. 



EXHIBIT V. 

REPORT . ON MINESWEEPIOO BY 

FRENCH OBSERV-"'....R CAPITAINE DE FREGATE MESTRE 

(IN FRENCH WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION) 
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Translation of Reports on Minesweeping froru Capitaine de 
Fregate Mestre (the French member of the Mediterranean Mine 
Clearance Zone Board), forwarded to the President of the 
Mediterranean Zone Board. -

r. 16th November, 1946. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to make the following report of my_ 
mission with Admiral Kinahan, 1st Cruiser Squadron, in chargec} 
"Operation Retail". ' 

Thanks to the measures taken to expedite my tran spor: i 
after having landed on H.M.S. OCEAN, I was transferred at sea:: 
H.M.S. MAURITIUS,_ the Flag ship. . \ 

The operation, which was intended for D-Day was earn: 
out normally. The sweep of the zone in which the Support Gro~; 
would be cruising, was finished by the same evening. At 2000 
hours, I was transferred to the ffiinesweeper BYMS 2075, v.nich ,~,: 
going to take part the following day in part of the sweep, ano. 
which would also carry the Mine Disposal Officer as well as my~i .. 
At 7.30 am, on the 13th .November, the operation of clearing the i, 

~orfu Channel began with four BYMS Minesweepers and five Fleet 1
• 

Minesweepers and three danlayars. · 

. The first lap was carried out by four BY.MS with their : 
sweeps to port working from North to South on the western limit (. 
the Channel, followed at a certain distance by the five Fleet 
.tiii:ne3weepers. During this lap -two mines came to the surface, o:;, 
was towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and the other exploded i~- 
the sweep. The second lap was made from south to 1~orth by the L 
Fleet Minesweepers followed by three BYMS with sweeps to starboc.r
In this zone, which was closer than the preceeding one to the 
Albanian shore, seven mines came to the surface. The third lap 
was made from North to South with sweeps to port during which 
thirteen mines came to the surface. 

At the end of this lap the sweep of the Corfu Channel 
could be considered as completed with the following results: 

Twenty one mines came to the surface. One -mine exploded in 
the sweep. Of the twenty-one mines which came to the surf=-:' 
two :were towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and one mine wa~ . 
sunk by rifle fire, but the others could·not be sunk that 
day because of the difficulty of penetrating their shells 
with ordinary ammunition. 

My observations on the subject of the mines which c8lile 
to the surface are as follows: 

1) 

2) 

The twenty-two mines which were swept were in the chan::i 
previously swept, or in the immediate neighborhood. 

The eight mines which I saw myself were those swept 
during the first and second laps. All the eight were 
of the same kind, which I identified ~-s German GR typ~F 
without snag lines with five horns. ana 90l~s of exp~o~ r: 
I cannot say anything -about the thirteen mines cut a.ur ,.
the third lap, as I could not get to the position befo.c _ 
nightfall, but I have every reason to suppose they were.~ 



the same type. 

3) The eight mines which I saw myself had apparently 
been in the water for a length of time which I 
should estimate at the maximum of six months and 
probably less. There was no trace of rust' or marine 
growth or barnacles apparent. I had in my hand 
several pieces of tne first mine which was rendered 
safe by the Mine Disposal Officer. The detonator and 
the primer and the horns all had the appearance of 
being new, and the unscrewing of the horns appeared 
to be very easy as the lead of the horns was not even 
marked by the spanner. 

4) The derisi ty 01· the mines cut increased as the sweepers 
got closer to the shore: two mines in the first lap, 
seven in the second, and thirteen in the third. 

5) The most rigorous precautions were taken to prevent 
the operation at any time appearing provocative in 
the eyes of the Albanian population: 

a) 

b) 

.c) 

d) 

'l'he guns of the minesweepers were never 
pointed towards the shore. 
The sweepers had been ordered not to use 
their light guns to destroy the mines. 
Only fire by small arms (rifles) was 
authorised for the destruction of floating 
mines. 
The boats which had the duty of destroying 
mines had orders to fire at the mines to the 
westward i.e., towards the open sea. 
These orders were rigorously carried out 
during the period I was on the spot where 
mines had come to the surface. 

During pa.rt of the time, I could follow with my binoculars 
a boat cruising fairly close to the shore carrying a red flag with 
some design (I think it was the Albanian flag). This boat 
cruised a fair distance from the sweepers and never came closer I 
than .3000 to 4000 metres. '·s far as I know no signal was made by her 

The second mine brought ashore could not be examined 
until the 14th November owing to the darkness. There is every 
reason to believe that it did not differ in any respect from the 
mine examined on the 13th ~ovember. 

CONCLUSIOiil. The Corfu Channel can from now onwards be 
considered open to surface navigation. This operation will allow for' 
a considerable shortening of the sea communication between North 
Greece and the .hdriatic, and interest particularly the craft of 
UNRRAwhich are engaged in bringing relief for countries of Central 
and &outhern Europe_. 

1'o conclude I wish to thank the British Authoritie:s for 
the excellent welcome which was given me on board the various 
ships and aircraft on which I tr~velled. This welcome and the 
facilities for transport which were afforded me made my mission as 
observer a particularly agreeable one." 

(Sgd) Le Capitaine de Fregate MESTRE 



23rd November, 1946. 

Sir, 

In the report I presented at Rome on thel6th 
l~ovember last, concerning the minesweeping operations · ·in the Cor:; 
Channel, I reported that I had examined the mines while they wer: 
in the water and that I had identified them as being of' the Ger:~ · 
G.R. type. 

Owing to the difficulty of getting ashore before nigh::1 
I was not able to examine them personally on shore. 

The mines were subsequently taken to Mal ta, where I .. i 
examined them in detail on the 23rd November. Without any poss1:i 
doubt these mines are of the German GY type and not GR • . Severa~ 
characteristics, which I had not been able to check while the nut, 
were afloat make it impossible to confuse these,, types of mine. 

c) 

The much greater diameter of the shell of the GY :J 
A ring to which the two hemispheres ·of the shell 

are welded. 
Two horns of a peculiar shape, mounted on a bracket_ 

( eJ..bow piece), which are not visible when tr.: 
mine is in the water, being fixed to the 
lower hemisphere. 'fhe GY mine is the la:gesr 
moored mine I have ever seen (six hundred 
pounds of explosive). 

I took the opportunity of this close examination to 
note that the marks painted on the mines are still easily readable 

(Sgd) Le Capitaine de ~~egate 
Mestre 



EXHIBIT VI (a) 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MH·iES FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1%.6 



IXHIBIT VI (a) 

PHqrOORAPHS OF MINF.s FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NqJEMBER, 1946 

A. l 

J... 2 

_,.:- .. __ ,.., , .. 

Warrant Officer Powning securing a 
swept by H. F.: .S. "SKIPJACK" at 1124 
Saranda. Mine No.l had exploded. 
seen in the background. 

. ,',•.:~ 

tow rope to mine No. 2 
on 13th November off 
The Albanian coast ~s 

Mine No.2 being brought ashore on the rugged ·coast of Corfu. 



3 

A detailed examination by Lieutenant Phillips reveals that it is a 
German moored mine Type "Y". The fresh paint on the mine and the 
grease on the mooring wire showed that it had been recently laid. 

A. 4 

The detone.tor is removed by Lieutenant Phillips in order to render the 
mine safe. 



EXHIBIT VI (a) 

PHOI'OORAPHS OF MINF.S FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHAliNEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 



E X H I B I T XI Cal 

PHCYrOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN 1'llli SWEPT CHAM& ON 13TH NOVEltil3ER, 1946 

All mines swept were identified as German "Y" type. The two 
mines which were dismantled had all seven horns in place, and 
the fresh paint on the casing and the grease on the mooring 
wire showed that the m:nes had only been a short time in the 
water. 
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Type c. Mechanism plate of the German nyn type mine. The photograph 
shows the firing mechanism and electric leads whicn connect to the 
contact horns on the outer casing of the mine. 



E.x .H·1 BIT VI Cb) 

PHorOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 



B. l 

B. 2 

rett+w•.a. V :¼ ,., 
PHOfOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH ~OVEtriBER, 1946 
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A tow rope being secured to one of the mines. This mine was sub• 
sequently dismantled. See photograph B. J. 
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The second mine recovered After being dismantled ashore. 
like the first one, was found to be in new condition anc 

The mine 
with fresh 

oaint on the case and ,0rease n'} t he moorinP' wire. The mechanism 
pl.-,te from this mine is shown in P~· otogra":>h A. 6. 



EXHIBIT VI (c) 

PHOI'OORAPHS OF MI~"ES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHAM& 

ON 13TH NCNEM6ER. 19/46 



c. 1 

c. 2 

fHQrQ;}RAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHAN?-l"EL .ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 

Tv;o of ti1e mi11es swept between 1338 and 1401 on 13th November off 
Saranda. The coast of Albania can be seen in the background. 
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B.Y.I.i.S. Minesweeper 2075 on board which the French observer, Captain de 
Fregate l.uestre v,itnessed t he l,iinesweeping. Cne of the mi nes swept is 
shown in the foregrot.nci. T~1e fresh paint ancl lack of seaweed indicates 
that the mine can only recently have been laid. The Albanian Coast is 
seen in the background. 



E X H I B I T VI (c} 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MillES FOU!'-i'D IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL 

ON 13TH NOVFJlB~, 1946 



c. 4 

c. 5 

E X H I B I T VI (c) 

fHOTOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH l~OVEMBEh, 19L6 

4·, 
' 

One of the mines swept off Saranda. The newness of the paint and 
lack of seaweed and barnacles show that it can only have been re
cently laid. 
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c. 6 

c. 7 

::-,., :i:-.. ,_ 
~ ':. ,·. 

One of the mines swept off Saranda. 
the background. 

I.ii 

The coast of Albania is in 

-,1·-, 



EXHIBIT VI (d) 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN T"rlE SWEPT CHANNEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBER. 1946 



"FROM1 THE SUPERINTENDENT, ADMIRALTY MINING F.STABLISHMENT, LEIGH PARK 
HOUSE, NR. HAVANT, HAI-41!S. 

EXAMINATION OF GERMAN MINE TYr G,Y FRO:A MALTA 
. (EX, CORFU 

The mine was in · good condition externally and internally, much paillt 
remaining on the spherical shell and only- slight trnces of marine growth on 
the mechanism plate. A serial number D.S.161 was visible on the shell upper 
hemisphere. Originally in red paint, the number had been recently painted ove= 
in white. Each of the seven lead horns carried a red paint ring near the tip, 

The mine is identified as a German G.Y of the "E?lC.II" class (Germall 
title) which was designed in 1942/43 for use with 6 motres (20 ft.) 2 inch 
chain mooring, and 100 metres (50 fathom) 1.9/16 inch stranded stieel mooring 
rope. This class of mine was put into service by tho Germans largely in 19/+4, 
in the North Sea and the Mediterranean." · 



EXHIBIT VI {d) 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH NoYrl'lBER, 1946 

D. 1 

D. 2 



E X H I B I T VI (e) 

MARINE GRO'i\'TH ON MINES 

THE AllOUNT OF MARINE GROOTH FOUND ON A MINE IS AN 

INDICATICN OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MI.NE HAS BEEN 

IN THE WATER 



E X H I B I T VI (e) 

From experience of rainesweeping and minelaying it has been ascertained that 
Marine Growth will accumulate on mines laid at depths doffll to twenty feet below 
the surface at the rate of three inches in thickness in three to six months. 

The photographs shown here are of mines being recovered two to three years 
after laying and should be compared with photographs of mines found off the 
Albanian coast shown in Exhibits VI (a) to (d). 
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EXHIBIT VI (e) 

MARINE GRCNITH ON MINES 

THB AMOUNT OF MARINE GRONTH FOUND ON A Mil'l'E IS AN 

INDICATIGN OF THE U:NGTH OF TIME THE MlN'B HAS BEEN 

IN THE WATLR 



EXHIBIT VI (e) 

I 

From experience of minesweeping and rninelaying it has been ascertained that I 
Marino Growth will accumulate on mines laid at depths down to twenty feet below b! ! 
surface at the rate of three inches in thickness in three to six months. 

The photographs shoVln here are of mines being recovered two to three years j 
after laying and should be cocpared with photographs of mines found off the Albanfr l i,. 

coast shown in Exhibits VI (a) to (d). · 
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E X H I B I T VII 

Chart showing position of mines 
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EXHIBIT viu 

CHART SHO'i1ING DEFENCES OVERLOOKING THE 

BAY OF SA.RANDA (PORTA E~DA) A!9 THE TRACK OF H.M. SHIPS 

ON PASSAGE ON 15TH MAY 
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Trcick. or H.M.Sl\4,a "01UON"an.d."SUPERB" 
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EXHIBIT IX 

Affidavit sworn by Captain of U.N.N.R.A. vessel 
which was fired on on October 29th, 1946. 
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EXHIBIT x. 

Photograph of small craft 

prepared for minelaying. 
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EXHIBIT 

Chart showing routes of 

Aircraft on Oct. 22nd and 23rd. 
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