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M4 Chairmdn, Gentlement

The stétements so far made by the Liaisoh
Officer's of the eighbourlng courtrieds fust n-ve heeh s
gource of great sﬁrpri e-to you. The %entlemen have attempt-
ad to persuade your Commission thet its mzé ofi is the investigstion
of the internal problems of Greade.

' But this is not the ¢ase. The job of the Commission was
acurately determined by the mandator in its decision of 19 December,
1946. You will remember that the case was brought up by the Greek
Government who complsined of violations by their northern neighbours
of the Greek frontler ahd of their formenting disturbances in
Northern Grecce.

The questlon before your Commission ig that of the
relatlons betWeen Greece and her three horthern nelghbours. .
It is not eithetr the domestic policy of the political complex1on
of any one of the four goveérnments corncerned:

The reture of the 1fwestigation ¢ strictly limited by
paragraph 2 of the decislon of the Security Coumcil, on the basis
of which this Commission wes constituted. ~ Permit me to remind you
of the wording of that paragraph:

"The Security Council under Article 34 Of the Chérter
"establish a Commigsion of Investigation to agcef'tain
"the facts relating to the alleged border violations
"along the frontier between Greece on the one hand and
"Albania, Bulgaris and Yugoslavie on the other."

)
The mission of the Commission id further elucidoted in
article 5 of the same resolution which reads ad follows

"The Commission shall have authority to conduct its
"investigetion in Northern Greece and iIn such places

"in other parts of Greece; Albenia, Bulgarie and
”YUgoslav1a es the Commission considers should be in-
"cluded in its investigetion in order to elucidate the
"causes and nature of the above—mentloned border violat-
"ions and disturbances."

Now, our three neighbours would like to have us believe
thet the worf of thds Commission is to discover the'causes of the
anomalous condition existing in certain parts of Greece. But this
.is cbviously not the cese. What you, Gentlemen, have to investig-
ate 1s 'the Greek charge that disturbances hsve been inspired, pro-
duced of supported from the outside. Our cherge is thet these
disturbed conditions have been to a very lerge extent formented
by our neighbours.

You will recall thet an Pttempt wes recently mede by the
Ukreinian Goverrment to direct the zttention of the Securitv
Council to the conduct of the Greek Government in its domestie
aphere and thet tha Cowneil took a decision which ~mountsad to a



dismigsel of thet compleint on behrlf of the Ukreinien Government.
The Council h~s teken the view thot it hes no competence to enter
anto such questions. The politicel complexion of Greece or of =ny
other United Nation is out of resch by the very terms of the
Cherter (article 7) which require us to respect the politicel
independence of member-Stétes.

- The essertion that the Commission hes the obligetion
to investigrte the ceauses of the internsl situation of Greece could
hrve been plerusible only if it could be demonstreted thet Greece or
the Greek way of life constituted # threat to our neighbours.
But it wes decided more than once by the Security Council thet the
‘internel problems of Greece do not constitute = thrert to snybody.
Thet the internrl situation of my country, »fter ail she les suffer-
ed in the common struggle, leesvcs much to be desired, we ere the
first to admit. PBut we maint~in thet it is our own job to deel
with that problem. »And all we ask is to be left =mione by our
neighbours to work out our own salvetion. ‘We ask to be given =
chance to solve the meny problems thet the wvr hag bequeathed to
us in its wege.

A gystemsiic cemprign hes been gcing on for the lest
couple of* years egeinst this poor colintry. Our -northern neighbours
especially delight in applying to us the re¢prorchful appelation of
"fascists". But, Gentlemen,

"e.....whoet's in 2 neme?
that which we call a rose by eny other neme would
snell ss sweet".

To most of us Greeks -and I venture to beliesve to many
other peoples &s well-~ other countries in-this corner of the world
deserve -thet name. .

Greece has3 nothing to hide that is not already known to
everybody. The slightest brawl here, proporly distorted or magni-
fied, Ly interested parties, .is instantly cabled to the four corners
of the world. Butv the entenglement of this Commigsion in affeirs
of this sort, which as I heve pointed out bzfore amre absolutely
alien to its mission, would only result in fruitless prolixities
and in ultimete feilure. For, where is such en investigation of
internel conditions to commence and where is it to end? Moreover,
were internsl conditions to become the object of this investigstion,
on what grounds could our neighbours refuse the Commission the right
to inquire into the nature of their own regime which, in our opinion,
permits and encourages the formentation of trouble in this country?

For 211 these reessons, I believe Gentlemen, that the
work of this Commission cen be mede to promote the peace of the
Belkens only if its jurisdiction is to remain within the letter
and the spirit of the Security Council's resolution of the 19 De-
cember 1946. ' :

- e —— o

I shall now give jou briefly the historicel background
of the cese before us.

The war yesrg were merked in this country by e total
resistance on the pert of her population end by the untold suffer-
ings of the people. So that when this country wes finelly liber-
ated, the.pcople hed every right to egpect the joy th=t comes from
quiet, the recognition of their mationsl rights end freedom from
want 2nd ferr. But no such joy was theirs. Nor is it theirs now.
The Greek people were deprived of this elementel right by those few
who, inspired by interested foreigners, exploited the resistence
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idea for bese political reasons. * rebellion broli out shortly
after liberetion. The aim wes the seizure of the Government
by & smell armed minority and the imposition.of the will of this
minority upon the greest unermed majority of the Greek people.

Following the Verkiza /greement, which put »n end to
the conflict, the Greek and British srmies advenced in Northern
Greece and restored the sovereignty of the Stete to the whole
of the Greek territory.

Seven to eight thousand ermed communiests, known as
Elesites, however, crossed the border, a2ni depending on the part
,of the territory where they hed happaned to be,; entered /lbesnie
or Yugoslavias or Bulgeris. These three countries not only
received them with open arms but also delibgrately offered them
succour and morsl ~nd mepterial assistence. By oomnon agraement
they decided to send most of them to the Boulkes Cemp 2t Voivodine
neer Belgrade. Thus, about five thousand ncn were sent to Boulkes
while those who remerined in Albenia, and Bulgerim were ordercd
to keep in touch with their partners who hrd remrined in Greece.
To Boulkes were sent elso sbout two thousend people, including
men of science, workuen, over?ged personsy c¢hildren and women,
who hed been teken as hostages in December 1944 by the FLﬁs end
under most dreadful conditions had been forced to mrrch in groups
towards and beyond the northern borders of Graece. I heve ot the
disposel. of the. Commission a deteiled memorendum by a Society of
the families of these poor hostages as well as an albuu of their
photographs. Never was permission granted by the Yugoslev author-
ities to anybody, including UNRRA Services, to ﬁpproaoh the camp ¥
wheere these rostages are kept. The libereticn ~nd repetrirtion
of these innocent victims will be an act of chmriuy qod their
return heme will put »n end to an impcrtent psychologicel impediment
interfereing with the establishment of better relations between
Greece and her neighbours. .

The Boulkes Camp has in the meantime been turned into
e sort of guerrills war scademy for the treining of bendits.
These bandits were of twe kinds: first, there were the 2bove-
mentioned Elasites and, secondly, a number of Slav- -speaking Greek
citizens who hes colleboreted with the Germens and Bulgers during
the occupetion of Greek Macedonia and who felt it necessary to
flee from Greece efter her liberstion,

In April 1946 a "Specimsl School for Chiefteins'" was
esteblished where the elite of the commvnists in the Cemp were
given speciel treining with » view to reorgenizing and directing
guerrilla opersations in Greece. JMmen the first group of about
two hundred, promoted to the ran¥ of Chluft(lﬁf, h~d compieted
their treining, the "Nikos Zachariades" Brigsde was formed.

(Mr. Nikos Zachesrimdes, by the way, is the gentlemsn who Deesds

the Communist Perty of Greece and who lives undisturbed and un-

molested in this "fescist" country of ours not far from where

this Commission is holding its meeting at this moment.)

The Yugoslev authorities pretend that the members of the 7acherindes

Brigede as well as of a second Brigade, nemed ELAS after the re-

bellious army of 1944, are employed in public works in Yugoslavia.

- But how does it happen then that on several of the corpses of
berndits killed while fighting on Greek territorsy were found identi-

ficetion pepers proving their derivetion frcm Cemp Boulkes?
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.mong = great deal of evidence which your Couamission
will have a.chance to examine in Salonica there is 1+ Release
Paper from the Bulkes CAamp Hospital issued on 31 July, 1946, to
Kapetdn Christos Zezss. Thls release paper found on the corpse
of this chieftain ~fter a battle in Kokkovo on 22 Jenhury, 1947,-
that is, only twelve d-~ys =2g0 - I have thc honour to hand in to
you, #r., Chmirm=n, together with photograph copies of it for
distribution to the honour:ble nocmbers.

It is,perhnps of interest to note that on the S201e
corpse was found this necwspr per published in Greck by the inuates
of the Boulkes Camp. The datc is 29 Decoaber, 1946. Brnanches
of this camp were known to exist until guite recently nerr
Tirana in .lbanin ~nd ilan.rits. in Bulgaris ncrr the Greck border,
sccording to the evidence in our hands therc are posts within the
territory of our northern neighbours quite close to0 our border
which ere used ~s field hospitals for guerrillas wounded on Greek
territory, as ~mnunition dumps, 2nd as provisional barraks where
the guerrillas seck rcfuge when pursued oy the Greeck troops.
®perations are directed by foreign staff officers who use Skoplje
as their headquarters. Skoplje, a.s you know, is the capit-l of
Yugoslav Macedonla, There also is the Seat of an organization
founded by Yugoslav authorities,-called NOF (Nrrod Osvoboditelen
Front) that is to sry, Notional Liberation Front. The ainm of
this organizqtlon in the words of its offlecial Bulletin 1s to
incite the few thous nd Greek citizens in Centrel iincedonias who
geakSlavic dialects to take up ~rms agiinst the Greck suthorities
in order to help #nd swell the ranks of the guerrillas.

But what is the object, you m:y sk, of this warlike
activity? It -ims =t sundering from Grecce « reglon, rich in
fertile plnins, vxtending as far as south s rount Olympus, Greak
in the highest dcgree and which the authors of this activity.with,
characteristic arbitrariness call "uiegean . ccaonia"™. By being
constantly reiterated of late on theother side of the Greek border,
this term reve-ls the neture of the underlylng plan: to roise the
question of clsims on the Greek uMacedonia and &t the seme time to
create a questionof the w.cgenn, Bulgarla s original uppos1tlon
to the innorporation of this province with its ~ccompanying
geographicnl 2dvanteges within the framework of the Feuerative
Peoples' Republic of Yugoslaviie seems to have relaxed in retura
for "the, support glven by Belgrade to Bulgagpian.designs on
another Greek province, that of Western Thrace.

One ney éistinguish three phasvs in the application
of thls plan so for. The note nddressed by the Yu~oslav
Legrtion at .3ocns to the Greek mlnlstry for Furdgn .ffeirs on
22 July, 1945, evidently ~imed ~t opening the canpalgn diplouaticwul-
1y and at ushering the flrst phase of the plrn. I guote from this
note:

"The Logation of the Federative Peoples' Republic of
"Yugoslavie has the honour, undser instruetions from
"its Government, to Jdraw the attention of the Greek
"Government to the need of putting en end to the
"persecutlon’conducted in ac-ean wucedonia 2g-inst
"the .‘zcedonians, our:old compatr*otcsn

M ieieesesenacsee®The Yuseslav Government expects that
"the Greek Governnent shall issue the relevant
"instruetions with a view to putting an end to
"terrorism and persecution of whatever kind directed
"against the population of Yugoslav origin in

".egern iecedonia and that 1t shall respcsct the
"rights of our wminority."
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There followed icmediztely the first phrse of the
campalgn whieh consisted on the one hand in the foruanulatlon =t
the Paris Peace Conference of clainms affecting Greek territory

and on the other in a war of nerves directed agwinst Gresce,
httacks in the press 2nd on the radlo ageinst thls country
were aCCOﬂpanled by osLahtatlous troop movements near the
border and by the wholiy unwarranted Yecell of the Yugoslav
Minister from his post in MthenSo But® the reﬂctlon to thesd
foves on the part of those interested in mrinta ining pec.ce
and the dlSClpllned attitude of the dreck pbople npparently
prevented the econtinuation of thls terrorisa

|

The c¢né of the first phese is marked by the intensifi-
cqtlon of the gucrrllla war along the Groek frontiers facing
ulbﬁnli, Yuboslav1a and Bulgeria,, Thus, what could no longer
.be worked from without was now sought from within ! The
milltﬁry obJectlve of the guerrillas w-s the crcatlon of an .
indcependent region to-be called at the beginning Free Gruoce
and later to become a part of the Federction of Yugoslanwia,

But the firm stand of ‘the Greek urmy and the. outraged reactiof
of the Greck people hrve provented the guerrillas so far frou
realiging this strptegic objective,

The third phose of the plan becsn on 19 December, 1946,
when the Securlty Counc%l, 1ct1ng 2t the request of the Greek
Government, declded to 1nvest1gate this situation. .This phase
i1s nmarked by °n ~ttempt in fwo differont directions) first, an
‘attempt to efface and so fd4r -=s possible to destroy the evidende
and, secondly, ah =2ttempt tO trenspose guerrills sctivities
southwqrd with the obJect of proving to your CONJiSSlOn that
there is a stﬁte of civil war, throubhout Grecce that has |
nothing %o 4o with our .northerh ‘neighbours, This, Gentle.en,
explains the Wnsistcnce of my esteeued oyponents to derail

our “Othltlcs rs = Commission. by entengling you in the
interdsl problems of Greecce, . This alsse explains ay dnslstence
that your Commission should not lose 51ght of the substanee
off- the, problem before us; for on your decision depends its
radical solution =nd the ushering of better days in the Balkeh
Peninsula.

L

.I should now like to be permitted to recapitulate
the evidence in your possessionr

Fisst: there are the 18 photodrints of documents
forming an .nnex to the Liemordhdum submitted by the Permanent
Delogate of Greece toO the Security Counc1l on 25 November 1946

Second there are the different ucpositions and decla-
rations contained in tho Memorandum attoch%ed o0 the Greek
recourse of the 3rd Detember 1946. (Docuqcnt's/%OS).



hirds the depositions orts, notes, newspaper
gltatlons andpzo photoérln s, presenteé by t© E

Prime Minister of Greéce at the 83rd meotlng of the
Security Council on 12 December 1946 in Documen t
S/218.

Fourth: sam les of arms, unlforms, badges, and
ammunitd n, all of foreign origin, taken from
bandits killed in operations or capbtured and de-
posited with the Secretariat Geheral on the same
date, i.e. 12 December 1946.

I now have the honour to deposit two pauwphlets.

One of them contains an enumeratior of the frontier
incidents from January 1 to December 31, 1946, The
second contains a selection of depositions of

Yugoslav, Albanian and Bulgarian military and civilian
deserters, as well as of bandits who were captured

or who surrendered after the publication on 23 November
1946 of the Decree of Clemency. All this evidence,
selected as it i1s from a multitude of depositions,
agrees in pointing conclusively to foreign interver ion.
The persons who volunteered fnformation can be inter-
viewed in Saslonika ‘and some of them in Yannina for

a re-examination by t’e Commission. p

A large amount of fresh evidence will be presented to
the Comm1331on .in Salonika whenever the Commission

deems 'it proper to begin an 1nvest1gatlon on the spot.
The reasons prevem ing the presentatlon of this eviderce
at this stage is obvious and is to be found in a letter
addressed by the Permanent Delegate of Grecce to -the

UN Seerotary General on the 5 January,l9+47. It reads.
as follows:?

"Upon directions from my government I have the honour

to express their deep regret for the retardation which

is'now likely in the arrival of the Comm. o.I..vest, estab.
bv tho Sec, * ‘under its resolution on 19 December at the area mentioned
Council in Paragraph 4. In fact, whereas it is stated in this

same paragraph that the Commiss ien shall procecd to

this ares not later than 15 Jan ary 1947 reports

received in Athens indicate that the Commiss ion will

not reach its destination before énd of Jamuary.

It is evident that this retardation which is not in

strict conformity with the above resolution will further

enable the concealment of evidence of the guilt",

I already had occasion to. er to this attompt at
concealment after the dicisiel of the Security Council
of 19 December. It is ?;,n;. ting to note for instance
in this connection an or..r of the Yugod av Authorities
forbidding foreigners, {includjing persons in the
diplomatic service, to yi git fouthern Serbia. I shall
mention the case of thzyéomerelal Attaché of the
British BEmbassy in Belgrade who, on reachlng Ochrida,
was ordered to leave the regign at once, the case of
the Councillor offhe French Embassy who, on his way

to llonastir on servicg, was fqrced at Skoplje to

return to Belgrade; the same thing happened to the
Assistant Military atitache of ihe United States Embassy
in Belgrade. o/
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When the Greck Military .attache a.plied for pormiscion
in writing to visit the Greck kilitary Cemetary in
Pirot, he received a reply forbidding ,this 4 si o
although Pirot docs not lic within an afficially
forbidden zone. Furthermore, only a few days avo

the Yugoslav Government, without any Justification

or excuse, suddenly askcd for the mutual recall

of the military attaches of the two countries from
their respcctive posts., '

Add to this, .the.disproportionately long frontiocr

and the configuration of the terrain that recmcr the
return of any foreigners to their placecs of oririn

a relatlvely simple maftor and you will form an idca
of the ease with which foreign traccs can be covered
up., Certainly, no forcign gentlemen would have lingered
there twe months tc be interviewed or photographed

by the press;

But we are convincéd that truth will prcvail "for
nothing is hid, that shall not be made manifest; nor
anything secret, that shall not be known and come

to light".

. )
The Commissicn will have the opportunity of finding ,
this truth when theyv arrive in Sslonika and arrandge

+for thé reconstitution of the principal inciderts in

tAe presence of the officers and men who were attacked
by the guerrillas and of any civilians who were in

any way involved. 4 trip of the whole or a part of
the Commission to Yannina for a feéw days will permit
the reconstityution of the incidents on the Grock-
Albonian frontier,

It is worth recalling here 'that Mr. Hysnl Kapo,

Albanian Representative to the Security Council, in a

letter addressed to the Secretary General on 6 Dccember

1946 and Mr. Kosanovic, Yugoslav Ambassador in

Washington, in a letter addressed to the Prcecsident

of the Security Council on 15 December 1946, mention

several violations of the Albanian and Yugoslav frontiers

by Greek military forces. This, I think, akcs it all
HRE IR Seipesy B £08.09mrie mion 5, Vgt FakheeaTges

aAnd for this reasch I believe it should be cfearly
established now that, according to Paragraph 5 of the
Security Council's vesolution of 19 .M@comber, tic
Commission shall have the righ t to cross thc boundary

and visit such places in its vicinity in the four countries
concern~d as they shoild consider necessary. ./,

»

‘The remarks made by Your hxcellency, Mr, Wwunsz King,

have been warmly welcome by Grcéek public opinion. The
Greek people are deeply conscious of the vital im ortance
to thy de01s1on to be taken by Your Commission.

The pcople of this country fecl thev have a ri~ht to

believe that thcy have unhositatingly done thd r duty

to the utmost; that they staked all in performing this

duty; that they were wble to contribute to the comon

victory. But at the same time they sec¢ with justified bitter-
ness that almost two years after our united victory, ./.



alone among all the victorious nations, @rccce
continue to suffer and blocd. She suffcred as
few countrics did during this war; shce is still
suffering ncw,

It is up to'you, Gentlcmon, to give the Greek people
the Justice that is their due and to let them at lcast
pursue in tranquility the im ense task of re¢habilitation,

Grececce of today, true to her ideals of centurics, has
more than done her duty by the world. ©She now ecxpctes
the world to do its duty by her,





