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LETTER DATED 15 AUGUST 1991 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF KUWAIT  TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF

THE SECURITY COUNCIL

On inatructiona from my Government, I wish to inform you of the detaila
of a serious incident which occurred on Wednesday, 14 August 1991 whan a
Kuwaiti  group led  by the  Kuwaiti  Vice-Minister  for  the  Inter ior  was  going  to
inspect  the  front ier  post  in  the  Kuwaiti  demil i tar ised aone with the  knowledge
of the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM). The Kuwaiti
group wae accompanied by Captain Paul Wink and Captain Phillip Point of UNIKOM.

While the group was making for the Suqaihid frontier post, one of the
UNIKOM vehicles became imrnobiliaed as a result of tho rough road and the
Kuwaiti  group was  obl iged  to  leave  two vehic les  in  order  to  ass i s t  the
broken-down vehicle. Shortly afterwards, the immobilised group was surprised
by a red 1990 Chevrolet carrying about eight Iraqi soldiers commanded by an
I r a q i  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t , They opened fire on the Kuwait1 group which was
t h e r e f o r e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e  a n d  t o  rescue the  ind iv idua l s  in  the
brokon-down vehicle and set off to rejoin the remaindor of the Kuwaiti  group
and report the incident to Captain Wink and Captain Point. A UNIKOM vehicle
sot out immediately for the scone of the incident, accompanied by a colonel
and a Kuwaiti  officer, and arrived at the same time as an Observation Mission
h e l i c o p t e r . The observers wore surpri od to find that the Iraqi Army
personnel had increased to full  company strength and were attempting to take
possess ion  of  the  d isabled  Kuwaiti  vehic le  by  force, As the Iraqi soldiers
refused to  withdraw to  the  front ier , the UNIKOM personnel were obliged to
argue with them, warning them that they had committed serious violations of
the Kuwaiti  border (carriage of arms, thoft  and cross ing the  border  to  a
distance of 2 kilometres) and that they must withdraw immediately. The
memberrl c f  the  Observat ion Miss ion thon towed the  disabled Kuwaiti  vehicle to
the UNIKOM position,

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  a  f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  arrangement8
between Kuwait and Iraq ant! an example of the intentions of Iraq and of i ts
lack of respect for its cornmitmJnts, to the detriment of security and
s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n . After this incident, in which members of the United
Nations Observation Mission took part and 8aw what happened, the Iraqi
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authoritier will  not be able,  aa they are roourtomed to do, to wade their
ro8pon8ibility  for the inoident 8ince it ooaurred within sight and earrhot  of
thr  Mirrion. The Seaurity  Council ie therefore rogurated to warn Iraq agaimt
any repetition of ouch grave violation8 and to hold it renponaible  for the
ful l  aonsoguencer  o f  any  reourrence,

I rhould be qratrful if you would have the text of thir latter airculated
am a document of the Seourity Counail.

(-1 Mohammad A, ABULHASAN
Permanent Repre8Ontative
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