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Indonesian colonialism
in East Timor

7 faal the Timocuse are a0t open, Thay do not speak avt, ap If they'se Mding sometiung, § would Iike thae to open up.”

A young docter from West Jow working in Ecst Timor
quoted In Aslaweek, 2 August 1985.

“Dagole, mysel? jncluded, we fesd as If we are in o fail in our country. The only pecale who go in and oWt of Timar are

the Jevanese*

Yen years after the Indonesion ion on 7 Dacemb
1978, East Timoe displuys oll the holimarks of a
colonisad teteitory. All the efforts of the military
tegime to ‘Integrate und develop' Eost Timor setve o
single purpose, to convince the outside world that
Timor's Integration Is aon Inevitable ond ircavarsible
historical foect,

Jokasta's ‘27th province’' hos become the focus for
oambangunan (deve! 1) “s0 as to carch up with the
development of the other provinces (sic) of Indonesic”,
(Indonasian Gvhassy Press <slease, Bory, 3 September
1983) According 1o lndane-,an propogomda, extra efforts
ore needed 10 ‘catch yp' b of the 'backwardness’ of
East Timos and its laticn. Per capito expenditure |s
higher in East Timor than any ‘other’ Indenesian province
and It also has more civil sesvents per copita on the
govetament paycall, o total of 10,050. Behind the fontosy
of Indoneslan statistics is the ceclity exposed by Mgr
Belo who, when aked to comment on the huge sure Jokasta
Is puping Into East Timae, ceplieds “The only problem In
Timor Is the prablem of freedom of the Inhabltonts.”
{AFP, 8 August 1985)

In the some interview, Mgr Belo ltkened East Timae 10 0
joil. 1 1s the jail called Eost Timoe, or mote pracisely
thoge parts undes Indonesian adninistration, thot §s the
shject of thig acticle. We have cosefully studied
Indoneston propoganda moterial end the mass of reports
that cppeor In the Indonesion press, analysing the
information with the help of what we know fram church
sources ond lettars emwggled out.

Indonesic's chief clvilion administeator (n DIl

Since his Intment o8 governoe of East Timer in
Octabar 1982, Marlo Carrascolos has became the focus of
Indonesian medio oftention. e i tepactedly intasviewed

Mge Balo, heod of the Cottolic Chusch in Eoat Timor
i on intesview with AFP, 8 August 1983,

by forsign as well as Indonvesion journallsts, Any publle
pRacean or st . M‘::mda' % in DU otpm'm;;:;
is widely reported, a often appecrs in oge
'agothor'wlth Suhorto or Murdanl, fo emphasise that he
hos thele full bocking ond blessing. He i often
accloimed as the expecienced adminlsteator la charge of
pembangunon In § sio’s '27th province’.

Casrascalao Is certainly move sulted to Jokarta's needs
than his predecassars and has been allowed to function
more praminently as gevasnoe. He has proven capable of
terving Jakatto well as a mon with odministrative
experience, tomatimas promoting maves 1o ‘clesn up'
coteuption and inefficiency and appearing to be In charge
of the huge bureaucracy In Eost Timoe. Whereas before
1983, forelgn journalists and diplamats an gulded tours
of East Timor would be briefed pcuwllw the areo's
militory commander and the Sekwiide (Regi Secretory),
a pasition always held by u military man, Carsoscolao hos
besn the main spokesvan since than. The ewrgence of
‘Govarnoce' Cageascaloo has helped fo ‘civilionise’ and
‘Timorise' the administeation at o time when East Timare
remalins Jakarta's most vulnesable target of internaticnol
condemwation,

Carecteclao cares fram one of Sast Timor's cichest
families with huge Intarests in coffae-growing. Jdaria's
decision 1o restore the fomily's 321 hectores of colfes
lond in 1980 was insteumental In wimlag hum over 10
thele¢ side. Although he storted out in life strongly pro-
Portuguese, i1 tequiced no mojor adjusttient 10 Become as
farvantly pro-1 tan; in ather waeds, he is @ typleal
‘notive’ colonial administeater, working loyally with
whatever system hos asserted Irself,

Me hos disployed o cemorkable adjustment to the
atrogont style of Indonesion bureoucrats, sposting their
official sofari dress, swmoking thelr krete cigorettes
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and pr ting thalc Pancastla Ideclogy. He fresly
amﬁ.mwm:o view of East Timotese as o 'bockword

pacple’, and I indeed o prime od te of this view, Nor
does he golnoy Jakarto's conderwation of Portugal's
‘centurles of neglect' for Eost Timor although wp to
1973, he bellaved that East Timor should resuin o
Poctuguese province.

A milltaxy project

But for all Carrascclao's prominence, East Timor ls
primarily o military pioject. In lote 1983, centralised
control of the East Timoe military conymond structure was
teinfoiced when Kostead, the Acmy's Strategic Resecve
Cormmand, set up a Komando Operasi Pemulihan Keamanan
Timoe Timue (Opesotional Conmond for the Restoration of
Securlty in East Timor) to take control of all military
and security op in the reglon. Thus while Colone)
Rahardjo, commonder of Korem Wira Oharms, the sub-

glonal military d based in Bavcow Is under Kodsm
Ix/Udayana, the Nusatenggara regicnal mlilitary commandg
based in Ball, he Is at the same time operationally under
Kostrad's special East Timor C d. The fiest d
of this Conmond was Brigadisr -Genecal Sugito of the para-~
conmandos (Kopassus) who hos recently been oppointed
conwnander of the cruclally importont Jakarta Milirery
Commond, o post that alwoys goes to an officer highly
regorded by the Armed Facces leadership. (See Miljeacy
Peofile In this Bulletin) We do not know who has baen
appointed as Sugito's successor [n Eost Timor.

Unlike Colonel Puswanto who, as East Timor Korem
commander, entered Into negotiations with Fretilin In
March 1983 and enjoyed o high profile, Colonel Rohardfo
tokes o low profile and is carely mentloned in the press.
(Colonsl Purwante's Immedictely successor was Colonel
Rudite who was apparently tdan il and died not long
ofter he tock up the post.)

Rohardjo's troops are responsible for securlty ond
ordet in the pemukimans ot concentrotion-camp vilioges
whete the vast majority of East Timorese ilve. At tins
lovel, civil administrotion as the local exterwsion of
Carrascaloo’s bureaucracy has virtually no rale to play.
it is Asmy conicol that is the reality for people in the
counteyside, ot the fantasy world of development
projects which Carrascalao and the buseauccats 0
engrgetically pramote.

The troops on operotional and tercitorlal duties in
East Timoe ore continually uflanuhod with troops feom
Jiva. Thus, foe instance, Infantty Battalion 403/wiro
Sade Pratisto of Jogjakarta hos been on one-year stints
doing ‘tesritoriol guidance duty' in Cost Timor three
times since 1975, &"darlnle Repocts, No 11, September
1988, quoting Kedoulatan M{d, 27 August.) Troops of
the Alr Defance Actililery Regiment | of Jakarte Military
Conwnand, the regiment involved in shoot! down
demonsicators In Tanjung Prick in September 1984, have
regularly served in Eost Timor. (Indonesio Reposts,
quoting Anglatan Bersenfote, 21 August)

The colonjal burteoveracy

Bast Tiror Is administered by o bur y the uppes
schelons of which are camposed of civil sarvants brought
in from verlous parts of Indonasio. According to Lineoln
Koye (Pas Gostetn Economic Faview 8 Avgust 1989),
pm:r to East Timor is coveted by avbitious officials
not only because of premium salories, which now include
'hatdship’ bonutes of up 1o P asearding to o
presidentiol decces introdvaed earlier this yeer, but
olto because a stint in Bast Timor promotes carees
prospects, These speciol bowses e also pald fo
Indonesions warking In health, education and the
militaty. Since the military alone account for well over
10,000 pacple, the burden en East Times's ‘high per
capita’ et of thete Infloted Indonesian saloties is
cleatly enormous.
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Besides Carrascalac's “hondplcked", “top-noteh"
administrators (1o vie Kaya's turn of phrose) breught in
from all ports of Indonesle to run his ‘grovincial’
administrotion, the development prog In East Timos
ace sun by the Kepala Kantor Wilayah Kakanwil) or Heads
of Reglonal Offices representing ail the Jakarta-based
?ovam-nam dapartmants. These Kakaawil are oil officials

rom Java oc Ball os is potently obviously from their
nomaes which frequently oppece ln the ladoneslan press.
They cantrol the programmes and activities mapped out for
East Timor in Jokarto. Moreover, since 1978, the
administeation of Eust Timor has been the responsibility
not of the Interior Affaics Departmant but of the
Deportment of Defence and Secutity.
he clvil service In Eost Timor now consists of 10,050
pecple but as Carroscolao himself admits, many are
Timerete who are kept on the payroll without belng
tequired to do o job of work because, he asserts, If they
work, “they can hurt peaple”. (Aslawesl, 2 August 1985)
Many of these TI kad for the f Pottuguese
colonlal adninisteation or ware brought inte the service
ar loo's prad s, both of them from the
Apcdeti party, They oppecr to conw low In Carsascaloo’s
?"lrlmrlon though he seems keen enough to buy thele
oyalty.

The Jokarta gavarnmwnt Is always beasting about the
lorge sums of money poured into its '27th provinge'.
Thete s little the outsider con do to emmine tha
caliability of officiol figures, but some simple
camparisons moke thels clal B Far (nstence,
Antara News Agency cloimed in Jly this yeor that
axgenditure In gcm Tlmoe in the past nine years has
amounted to $320 miilion (Xkoeta Posy, 19 Nly), but
according to a Press Release of the Indonesion Embassy In
Bonn (3 September 1983), It wos $341 million, The suplah
aquivalents showed on even g discrep in the
opposite direction! Antara sald [t was ? 350 billion,
while the Bonn Embassy’s figure was Rp 278 biltion.

For fiscal 1984/85, the budget was glven as §44 million
with 3520 milllen for routine ituees, $23 million

for development projects and $23 million for Inpres

TAPQL Bulletin Neo. 72, Noverber 19785
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(specigl presidentiol declsien) projects. The routine
budget was moce thon double the previous year's figure of
$? million dve to the sharp rise in the nuvber of
govaenment officlals. Corroscolao told o meeting of
district chlefa In May this year that Jokarta hod
autharised ancther 270 lopment projects worth about
$22 million, but o few months eaclier he had covplained
that only o quatter of the development expanditute
budgetted for 1983/84 hod been spant, There were even
projects from the yeor before that that had not yet bean
Implemented; some of them had bean slmply

(Sinoe Hoparan 19 Ady)

The development projects belng sponsorad by Jakasta
hove glven centractors and sub-conteactors a fleld-day.
The building fever has led to campant land speculation in
and around Qill, It was reported In My this year thot
government offictals ore bvylnq vp lond from local
peasants for the construction of luxuey homes for Dill'e
now elite of bureaucrats. Pefabats (Indoneslan offiélolsy
ate acquiting land ot $3.3 par square meter, a fraction
of land prices in Jova. Things have become so bod thot
C aloo hos-comploined of widespread cosruption and
the hammful effects of this land speculation.

The cppeasance of DIll has Inevitably undergone o
drastic transformation. An East Timorese who has been
away from of Timer for some years wos struck during o
recent visit to see how Dill has lost Its Timorese

haracter and has b ok town,

Agelcvltvre

Accearding to Indonesia’s fourth Five-Yeor Pion (1784~
1989), food production, plontation crops, enimal-
husbondsy ond fisherles are the main areas of ‘growth’ in
East Timor. Jokarto claims thot o ‘food surplus’ has
alteady been achleved In the districts of Alnaro,
Bobonaro, Kovalima, Baveou, Moanatuto and lLiquica.

Rice production has gone vp from 16,521 tons In 1979 to
33,572 tons In 1934. Thia s cleccly the resulr of
forelgn oid pragrommes which are financing Itrl?oﬂon

rojects in certain pasts of the cowmntry like the 10,000

ctate project in the disteict of Bobonaro. But these
‘achiavements’' are fecelevant to the vast mojority of
Ti [ 2 hed oway In heavily-controlled
;cmq.klmo. Nothing hos been done (o restore Cost

imocete agriculture which has been wracked by the
cotastrophie m:omn upheavals that followed in the
wake of the esian occupation ond the counteywide
bombing campalgn in the lare 1970s.

The authorities show nothing byt contempt for East
Timoz's 'backword’ fasmers and constontly ervphasise thar
the cise In rice production s the result of ‘the
incsease In the farming skills of the le' made
ml.blo by the influx of 'model’ farmers from Ball,

Balinese formurs, brought aver In the course of
tronsmigration progrommes lemented since 1982, hove
been pleced In several naw villoges together with Eost
T villogess, | In Indonesla's developmentalist
as o8 ‘teanglocals’, people .who wate uprected from
thelt own villages.

The myth of these 'model’ fatmers was shattere, .- o
sesent ceport in the Indenesian press that young Bals. « 10
teensmigrants had told journalists they were not famv.ars
at oll but senlor high school groduates who had gone to
East Timor under the Imprassion tho? they weuld xv Jobs

st

os businessmen or civil setvants. (Indonesio ~

tewber 1785, quoting Sinoe Havapon, 28, Aug

t is clear thet pembdangunan In Eost Timor is produeing
two quite dishinct fypas of new pemukiman or settianents.
There are the seftlements whete the vast majority of the
population live, under tight control of the militery and
constontly resteicted In thelr movaments. These villagecs
hava been campletely sidatrackad by {ndonssian.style
development, But thete ore also o smoll number of
wttlanents being sat up In canjunation with new
Itelgated-rice prejects and plantation sites which ore

tting o great deal of sttention and copltal Investment
rom local and cantral govarmment. These are kmown as
desa potensial or 'villages of potentlal’.

. N N ) -
These ‘model’ Balinese !mﬂ-hrdmlla this
g.mmmhhubm anwee of The

them of f can't have bean unaware
of thats Toiarc Past, 13 My o

Two of thete 'desa potentlol' are tunubiol In Bonenaro
disteict and Beco In Kevalima district both of which are
fraquently spotlighted In the Indonesian peass. They are
the pet projects of Drs Boski Adisueno, head of the
grovlnclal office (Konwll) of the Department of

rensmigration In Eost Timor. Tunubibi was founded (n
1982 ond has o populotion of 50 Bolinese fomilies and 50
‘teanslocals’. As a cesult of considerable government
investmant, Tunibibi s now using solar energy for its
electricity and fresh-water supplies; it also hos
equipment for producing blo-gas and o whole ronge of
other hi-tech facilitias. Ducing a visit to Beco aarller
this yeor, Dcs Baski Adikusma sald thot the villoge waos
Inhabited by 189 ‘teanslocal’ famifles. In May, 37
Qalinese (‘model farmes'?) families were brought in ond
loter, another 46 fomilies ware tearmported from Bali.

Indonesion-style develop q that o Bali
;wl:r must live olongside each 'tronslocotad’ Timorese
amily.

At prasent It Is Impossible to know how many of these
'desa potensicl’ have been set up but thels creotion is
clearly part of o major project to cblirasate Timorese
villoge life-styles once and for all, while ot the same
time teansforming agriculture in East Timoe to mxke it
sarve o cash-crop-basad mosket y. It is 0 sy
which endbles Jikarta fo control o potenticlly huge

ricvitural surplus while leaving the vast mojosity of
Timotese to withar away In cancentrotion comps with
little land to cultivate and subjected to security
regulations limiting thelr agricultural pursvits. These

imans are kept stzictly out of the view of visiting
diplomots and journaliste,

Is Hodiono, the Javanese head of the Eost Timor office
of the Deporiment of Agricuiture, cacently gove foreign
journalists o glowing picture of the direction baing
taken by Indonesion plans for Sost Timor's ogriculture.
He told them thot ens doy, Bast Timer's 14, square
kilonwters will be tronstormed inte o neotly and
carafully organisad “cottage gorden” with 15X of the land
given over to producing vegetables, ¥ : aside for
posturing, 10X foc 1ree-crop plontarions, &+& commarcial
forests, 10% for icrigoted-rice production and the
tamainder fae non.saricultural usee That's all vary neat
and tidy, but Ir Hodiene wos sllent on how the Timorese
population would fit In with these plans ond it seems
that the journallsts didn't question him on this aspact
of the plon, either.

Because of the highly controlled noture of press
reportlng cbout East Timor, victuolly nothing has seeped
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for what akilo of coffee sarned you. Nowadays, you could
just abaut buy one poch.” (Far Eastern Economic Naviaw, 8
August 1993)

o

through dbeut the econemic pesition of Ti o (]
who have been incotporated Into the rice projects. But
For Eastern Cconomic Raview joutaalise, Lincoln Koye
provided a brief |mlf\e into the plight of Timorese

rowars of the country's main cash crop, coffce, [n the
?mr place, he discovered that PT Denck, the military-
backed teading manopoly that was set up inmnedlarely afver
the Indonesian invasion In 1973 has not, os some reports
cluln} disoppeaced from the scene. It hos tl«gly been
tr d into o company with o new nave, PT Bataro
Indro whose directors are the sonme Java-based Chinese
known to have managed PT Denck. In fect, Botara Indra is
still populasly known in East Timor os 'PT Dendk' and
centinues fo exercise a monopoly over the purchase of
coffes and other cosh ctops.

Aithough the amount of lond now being used for coffee
production hos, according te Ie Hadlono, lncnmd‘.l:r
44,560 hectates, a:o uction has not Increosed.
Carrascoloo blanes the fall In yleld per hectare on the
aging bushes and the lagging rejuvenation prograrmme, but
a retited coffes-growar interviawed by Lincoln Kaye
blomed 'Denck’ for “all the unpicked beans you see
rotting on the bushes In the coffee reglons. Back In
Pastuguase times, you could buy four pocks of cigarett

Nagely 22,000 ocphans In Eost Tinoe

Thare oze ro fewee thon 21,833 orphons In East Timee,
according to Nowawl Jufrl, on Indonesien
porliomentorion, following o vislt to the reglon
earlier this yeor. {Svaro Koe 27 April) He olio
discoverad that there were 7,900 cripples, 11,231
homwlass childeen, 17.403 eldecly pecple without
, 13,700 d-for widows, ond o further
2,800 people bereft of soclal care (tuna sosial)

According to these figures, there are altogather
74,348 pecple [mearly 15% of the population of just
over 500,000 “in reed of social support* (penyandang
masalay sosial) which, as far as cne con moke aut
feom this stotement, Is llnyly not avallable.

He alio sold that 20X of the population of Eost
Timor are living in iwloted mountainous areas
that 40% of the territory of East Timor Is
inaccessible by avotloble meons of teanspoet. Could
he be cefercing to oreas of the countsy thot ore
beyond the conteol of the (ndanestan forces of
occupation?

N
R Saer e .Q..
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according to a report of the
Revolutionary Council for
National Resistance (CRRN),
broadcast by Radio Maubere on 14
September 1985.
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% Areas under Fretilin control.
Y //
s _* Towns ond roads in the hands of
*’ Indonesion troops.
According to the CRRN reportt,
Indonesian control does not
extend beyond 2 to 8 lans around
each village or concentration

comp throughout the country.
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(Source: ACFOA East Timor Report, No.ll October 1985)
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East Timor Guerilla activities,
January-rebruary 1985 [ Bon 0 g —
Source: Fretilin radio, 23 Juns 1585 Sompary bisched 1w fod. pod bord el yobr 08
 ponrvriakryi v focvwe billing 1. woundiag ¢.
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East Timor Guerllla activities,
March-April Eeeos A ,
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Amdult on Mt Muw 9, wwnwadl
Sousce: Fretilin radio, bl -
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