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Annex

Indonesian colonialism
in East Timor

7 feal the Timaress ere not open. They do not speek out, as If they're hidging something. | would like thes to open up.®

*People, syselt included, we feal as if we are in a fail in out

the vansse.”

Ten years after the Indonesian invasion on 7 December
1973, Eost Timoe displuvs oll the holimerks of o
colonised tercitory. All the efforts of the militory
tegime to ‘Integrate und develop’ Eost Timor setve a
single purpose, to convince the outside world that
Timor's integrotion Is on ineviteble ond irreversible
historlcal foct,

Jokarta's ‘27th province' hat become the focus for
punbdangunan (development) “10 o8 to catch up with the
development of the other nrovinces (sic) of I[ndenesia”.

ndh lan Grrbassy 33 “elocss, 3 Septerber
1983) According to Indsnc:.an propaganda, extra efforts
are needed 1o 'cotch up' because of the ‘bodkwardness’ of
Eost Timos ond Its population. Per copita expendituce is
highet in East Timor thon any 'sther’ Indanesion province
and It alse has more clvil servants per caplta on the
goverrment poycoll, a total of 10,0350 Behind the fontasy
of Indonesion stotistics is the reality exposed by Mgr
Belo who, when asked to caryment on the huge sume Jokarto
is pumping Into East Timor, replieds “The only problem in
Timor Is the problem of freesdom of the inhobltants®
{ AFP, 8 August 1783)

In the same intetview, Mgr Belo likened East Timor 16 o
jall. 1t 1s the joil eolled Eost Timor, or more precisely
those parts under Indonesion administration, that Is the
subject of this orticle. We have cacefully studied
Indenasion prepagends material ond the mass of repocts
that oppear in the Indonesion press, onalysing the
information with the help of what we know fram church
soucces ond letters smwggled out.

indonesia's chief clvilian aodministrotor in DIll

Since his oppolntment os governor of East Timor In
October 1982, Mario Cortascaloo has become the focus of
Indonesion media attention. He is repeatedly interviawed

A young doctor from West Jova working in East Timor
quoted In Asiowesk, 2 August 1983,

y. The only people who go {n and out of Tisor are

Mg Belo, heod of the Catholle Chutch in Eas? Timor
in on intetview with AFP, 8 Auguet 1983,

by foreign as well as Indonesian journallsts. Any public

pp e or he maas, In Dill or In Jdkorea,
is widely reported, and he often appears In photagraphs
together with Suharto or Murdonl, to emphasise that he
has their full bocking ond blessing. He (s often
accloimed os the expetienced cdminisirator in charge of
pembong in indonesia’s '17th province'.

Cotrosealao 1y cottoinly moce suited to Jdkorta's needs
thon his predecessors ond has been ollowed to function
more praminently as governoe. He hos proven capoble of
setving Jakorto well as o mon with odministeative
expetience, sometimes pravoting moves to ‘cleon up'
cerruption ond inefficlency and appearing to be in charge
of the huge buresucracy in East Timor. Whereos before
1983, foreign jovenalists ond diplomots on guided tours
of Eott Timer would be brlefed peimarily by the area's
milisory commonder and the Sekwilds (Regional Secretory),
o position alwoys held by u milltary mon, Cosrescaloo hos
been the main spokesmon since then. The emergence of
‘Governor’ Corcoscoloo has helped to ‘clvilionise’ and
'Timocise' the administration at o time when East Timot
remaing Jakorta's most vulnerable target of internationel
condemnation,

Corroscoloo cames from one of East Timee's cichest
fomilies with huge Intetests In coffee-growing. Jekarta's
declsion 10 restore the family's 511 hecrores of coffes
lond 1n 1980 was Instrumental in wining him over ro
their side. Although he stacted out in life strongly pra-
Portuguese, it required no mojor adjusimen? 1o become as
fetvently pro-Indanesion; In other words, he is a typical
‘native’ colenial odministeotor, working loyally with
whatever system hos asserted itsalf,

He has disployed o remorkable odjustment to the
atragent style of Indonesion bureoucrats, sporting thelt
official sofari deess, smoking their kretek clgorettes




LAST HMOR

ond propagoting thels Pancasilo !declogy. He freely
accepts the Jokarto view of East Timorese os o 'backward
people’, ond I3 Indeed a prime ad te of this view. Nor
does he golnsoy Jokarta's condemnation of Pertugal's
'canturies of neglect’ for Eost Timor olthough up to
1975, he belleved that East Timor shovld remain o
Portuguese province.

A milttery ptoject

Bur for oll Carcascoloo's prominence, East Timor Is
ptimarily o military project. In lote 1983, centrallsed
control of the East Timor military commond structure wos
reinforced when Kostrod, the Army's Strategic Reserve
Commond, set up © Komando Operesi Pemulihan Keamanan
Tiaor Timur (Opesotionol Commond for the Restoration of
Security In Eost Timer) to toke control of all military
and security operations in the region. Thus while Colonel
Rohatdjo, cammander of Aorem Wire Oharme, the sub-

gional military d bosed in B is under Kodam
IX/Udayana, the Nusotenggara regional mliitary corrvnang
based Iin Ball, he Is ot the same time operotiorally unaer
Kostead's speciol East Timor Command. The first commander
of this Corrmand was Brigadier -General Suglito of the paro-
cammandos (Kepossus) who has recently been oppointed
commander of the cruclolly important Jakarta Military
Command, 0 post thot always goss to an offlcer highly
regorded by the Armed Fotces 'eadership. (See Nilicary
Profile In this Bulletin) We do not know who hos been
appointed aos Suglito's successor In East Timor,

Unlike Colonel Purwanto who, os Eost Timor Korem
commandet, enteted Into negotiations with Fretilin In
March 1983 and enjoyed o high profile, Colonel Rahordjo
takes o low profile ond is rarely mentioned [n the press,
(Colonel Purwaonto's immediotely successor wos Colonel
Rudito who wos apporently tdken ill and died not long
after he tock up the post.)

Rohardjo's troops ore tesponsible for security ond
order In the pemuwusans or concentrotion-cary vilioges
whete the vast mojority of East Timorese tive, At this
lavel, civll odministration as the locol extension of
Cartoscalao's bureaucrocy has victually no role to play.
It is Army control that is the ceolity for paople in tha
countryside, not the fantosy world of development
projects which Corroscoloo ond the bureaucrats so
energetically promote.

The troops on operational ond territocial duties In
Eost Timor ore continually replenished with troops from
Jova. Thus, for [nstonce, Infontry Bottollon 403/wiro
Sada Protista of Jogjokorta haus been on one-yeor stints
doing ‘territociol guldonce duty’ In Eost Timor thcee
timas since 1975. mdmlo Reports, No 11, September
1985, quoting Kedoulatan Rakyat, 27 Auguil.) Troops of
the Air Defence Artillecy Regiment | of Jiarto Militery
Command, the regiment Involved in shooting down
demonstrators in Tanjung Priok In Septerrber 1984, hove
tegularly served in East Timor. (Indonesio Reports,
quoting Angkoton Bersenjata, 21 August)

The colonial bureaucracy

East Timor s odministered by a bureaucracy the upper
echelons of which ore composed of clvil sesvonts brought
In from varfous ports of [ndonesic. According to Lincoin
Koye (For Eastern Economic Raview 8 August 1983),
posting to East Timor is covated by ombitlovs officlols
not only because of prcamium salaries, which now include
‘hordship’ bonuses of up to 95X according to a
ptesidentlol decree Introduced earller thls yeor, but
alsc becouse o stint In tast Vimor promotes coreer
prospects. These spaclal bonuses ace olso pald to
Indonesions working In health, educatlon -d the
mlitory. Since the militury alone account for well over
10,000 people, 'he burden on East Timor's 'high per
capito’ budget of these inflated Indoneston solaties is
clearty enormous.
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Besldes Carrascolao’'s “hondpicked®, “top-rotch”
administrators (to use Koye's turn of phrose) brought in
from all parts of Indonesia to tun his 'provincial’
administrotion, the development programmes In Eost Timor
are run by the Kepala Kantor Wilayah (Kokanwil) or Heads
of Reglonal Offices representing ail tne Jokarto-based
7ovurmcm departments. These Kakanwlil are all officlols

rom Jova ot Buli as Is patently obviously from thelr
nomes which frequently app in the Ind lon pres
They control the progrommes and octlvities mopped out fo.
Eost Timor 1In Jokocta. Moteovet, since 1978, 1he
administeation of East Timor hos Leen the responsibliity
not of the Interlor Affoics Deportment but of the
Dspartrmnt of Defence ond Secutity.

The clvil service in East Timor now consists of 10,050
people but os Carrascalao himself odmits, many are
Timorese who ore Lept on the payroll without being
required to do o job of work becavse, he osserts, If ":’y
wotk, "they can hurt people”. (Asloweel, 2 August 1985)
Many of these Timorese workad for the former Portuguese
colonlol administration or were brought into the service
by Corroscoloo's predecessors, both of them from the
Apodeti porty, They appear to come low in Carrascaloo's
lnnmotlon though he sesms keen enough to buy theie
oyalty.

The Jakorto government |s olways boosting obou! the
lorge suns of money poured into its '27th province'.
There s little the outsider can do to emwmine the
rellobility of offlciol flgutes, but some simple
camparisons muke thele clal spect, For Last )
Antara News Agen:y clolmod in Mly this yeor that
enpenditure In Eost Timor In the past nine years has
omounted to $320 million (Jukeeto Post, 19 Nly), byt
according to a Press Release of the Indonesian Embassy In
Bann (3 Septermber 1983), It wos $34]1 miltion, The rupich
equivaients showad on even greoter disc " o in the
opposite direction! Antara sald It was F? 359 billion,
while the Bonn Embassy’s figure waos Rp 278 billion.

For fiscol 1984/85, the budge*® wos given as $44 million
with $20 miilion for routine e Itures, $213 milllon
for development projects and $23 million for Inpces

In notionol gothecings, It is the Timorese participant
who invaricbly gets the spotiight. Hare, Mrs Suhaste
'symboilcolly’ pins o bodge on o Timoress women ot ©
Pancaslle Indoctrinotion course. (imrta Post, 14 Jane;

TAPOL Bulletin No. 72, Noverrber 1985
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(special presidentiol declslon) projects. The routine
budget was more than double the previous year's figure of
$9 million dve to the shatp rise In the nurber of
government officigls. Corrascaloo told o meeting of
disteict chlefs In Moy this year thot Jakoeta hod
ovthorised another 290 develepmen? projects worth cbovt
$22 million, byt o few months earlier ha had complained
thot only o Tmm' of the development expenditure
budgetted for 1983/84 had been spent. There were sven
projects from the year before thot that had not yet been
implemented; some of them had been simply abandoned.
(Sinor Haporan 19 July)

The development projects belng sponsored by Jakatts
have glven controctors ond sub-controctors o fiald-day.
The building fever has led to rampont iand speculotion in
and around DIll. It was ceported in Mly this yeor that
goverrwant officlols are buying up lond from locol
peasants for the construction of luxury hames for Dili's
naw ellte of butegucrats. Pejabets (Indonesian offiéials)
ote cequiring land ot $3.3 per squore meter, o fraction
of land prices in Jova. Things have become 10 bad that

acr loo has-complained of widespeaad coreuption and
the harmful effects of this land speculation.

oppeorance of Dili hos inevitably undergone o
drastic tronsformation. An East Timoress who has been
away from of Timor for sorme yeors was steuck durlng o
tecent visit to see how Dill has lost its Timocese

h ond hos b o Jovansse town.

Ageiculture

According to Indonesio’s fourth Flve-Yeor Plon (1984-
1989), food ffoducncn, plontation crops, onimol-
husbandry and fisheries are the main oreos of 'growth’ in
Eost Timor, Jokarta clolms that o 'food surplus’ hos
alceady been ochieved In the districts of Alnoro,
Bobonato, Xovolimu, Bovcou, Manotuto ond Liguiea.

Rice production has gone up fram 14,521 tons in 1979 1o
33,572 tons In 1984. This Is clearly the cesult of
fotelgn ald progrommes which are finoncing Irrigotion
projects in certaln ports of the counrey llke the 10,000
hectore project In the disteict of Bebonaro. But these
'achievements' ore irtelevant to the vost mojority of
Timoresa pecsants stashed away in heavily-controlled
pemukimons. Nothing has been done to restore Eost
Timotese ogticulture which hos been wrecked by the
catastrophic popuistion uvpheavals thot followed in the
wake of the Indanesion occupation and the countrywide
bombing campolgn in the late 1970s.

The authorities show nothing but contempt for East
Timoe's 'backward’ farmers and constontly emphasise thot
the clse [n cice production Is the rewlt of ‘the
Increase in the farming skills of the le' mode
possible by the Influx of 'model' forrmers from Boll.
These Ballness formers, brought over in the course of
teansmigrat ion peoge impl eod since 1982, have
been ploced in severol new villoges together with Eest
Timorese villagers, known in Indonesia's developmentalist
jorgon as 'tronslocals’, people who wete uprected from
thalr own villoges.

The myth of thess 'model' formers was shattered by a
tecent teport in the {ndoresian press thot young Ballnese
transmigronts hod told journalists they were not formers
at oll but senler high school graductes who had gone to
Eost Timor under the impression that they would get jobs
os businessmen or clvil servents. (Indonesie ts,
September 1985, quoting Sinar Harapan, 28, August

It Is clear that psmbangunan In Eost Timor s producing
two quite distincs types of new pemukimon or settiements.
There ore the settlements whare the vast majority of the
popuiation live, under tight contcol of the military and
constontly resiricted In thelr movaments. These villogers
fwys been compisiely 110etTocked by irdonesion-ilyle
development, But there ore olse o smoll number of
settlenants being set up In conjunction with new
irrigoted-rice projects ond plantotion sites which are
getting o great decl of ottention and capltal investment
from local and central goverryment. These are known as
Zesa potensial or “villoges of potential’.

Two of these 'desa potensial’ are 1wnublol In Bovenaro
district and Beco In Kovallma disteict both of which ore
frequently spotlighted In the Indonesian press. They ore
the pet projects of Drs Boskl Adiniema, heod of the
provinciol office (Konwil) of the ODepartment of
Teonsmigsotion in East Timor. Tunubibi was founded In
1982 and has o population of 30 Balinese femilies ond S0
'translocels’. As a result of consideiable government
investment, Tunibibl is now vsing solar energy for its
electcicity ond fresh-water supplies; It olso hos
equipment for producing blo-gas ond a whole tonge of
other hi-tech lacilities. During a visit to Beco earlier
this yeor, Ors Bosuki Adllssma soid thot the village was
Inhobited by 167 ‘tronslocal’ families. In May, 37
Balinese (‘model former'?) families were be t in and
loter, another 64 famllles were tronsported from Boli.
{ndonasion-style development cequires that o Bolinese
:cnl:y must live alongside eoch 'tronslocated’ Timorase
am_ly.

At present It |5 impossible to know how many of thete
‘desa potensiol' hove besn set up but their creation is
cleorly poct of o major project to obliterate Timorese
village life-styles once ond for oll, while ot the same
time teansforming ogriculture In East Timoe to make it
serve o cosh-crop-based mackst e . 1t 18 o system
which endbies Jdkarta to control a potentiolly huge
ogricultvral surplvs while leaving the vast mojority of
Timocese to wither away in concenttation comps with
little lond to cuitivate ond subjected to secutity
regulations |limiting theie ogriculturel pursvits. These
permukimens are kept steictly out of the view of visiting
diplomats ond joutnallists.

ir Hodleno, the Jovanese heod of the East Timor office
of the Deportment of Agriculture, recently gove foreign
Joutnolists a glowing plcture of the direction being
taken by Indoneslon plons for Eest Timer's ogeleulture.
He told them that one day, Eost Timor's 14,600 squore
kilomaters will be tronsformed Into a neatly and
carefully organised “cottage gotden" with 15% of the lond
glven over 15> producing vegelables, 9% set aside for
pastuting, 10X for tree-crop plantations, 24% conmerzial
forests, 10X for Irrigated-rice productlon aid the
rermoinder for non-agricuityral vses, That's all very neot
and tidy, but Ir Hodlono wos silent on how the Timorese
population would fit in with these plans ond It seerms
that the fournalists didn't question him on this ospect
of the plon, either.

Becouse of the highly controlled noture of press
tepocting aocut EBast Timor, vittuoily nothing hos seepad

TAPOL Bulletin No. 72, Noverrber 1985
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for what akilo of coffee earned you. Nowadays, you could
just cbout buy one pack.” (Far Ecstern Econamic Lvlo-, 8
August 1983)

through about the economic position of Tl p ts
who hove been Incotporated into the tice projects. But
Far Eostern € l¢ Raview § list, Lincoln Koye
ptovided o brief lml?n Into the plight of Timoress

owers of the country's main cash crop, coffee. In the

iest ploce, he discovered that PY Denck, the military-
backed trading manopoly thot was sat up immediotely ofter
the Indonesian invaslon in 1973 has not, os some cepotts
claim disappeared from the scene. It hos simply been
te dinto a wany with o new name, Botora
indsa whose disectors ore the same Java-based Chinese
known to have PT Dendk. In foct, Batara Indro Is
still populoatly known in East Timoe as 'PT Dendk’ ond
continues 10 exercise o monopoly over the purchase of
coffee and other cash crops.

Aithough the amount of land now being used for coffee
production has, mmdlor? to Ir Hodlono, increcsed b
44,560 hectares, production hes not ner
Carrascalao blames fall in yleld per hectare on the
oging bushes and the logging rejuvenation prograrme, but
o cetited coffee-grower interviewed by Lincoln Kaye
blamed 'Denck’ for “oll the urpicked beons you see
totting on the bushes in the coffee regions. Back in
Portuguese times, you could buy four packs of clgarettes

Neasly 22,000 osphane In Enst Timor

Thete ate no fewaer thon 21,833 orphans In East Timor,
according to Nawawl Jufrl, on Indonesion
porliomentarian, following o visit to the rceglon
eatller this year. ( 27 April) He olso
discovered thot thete were 7,900 cripples, 11,231
homwless childeen, 17,403 eldecly people without
sustenonce, 13,70} uncared-for widows, and a futther
2,800 people becefr of social care (tuno soslal)

According to these figures, thare are oltogether
74,“?;09!. [nearly 15% of the population of just
over 500,000] “in need of soctal support® (penyandang
mesalan sosial) which, as for as one con mdake out
from this stotement, (s un?ly not avallable.

He olso sold thot 20X of the population of East
Timor are living In isoloted mountainous areos and
thot 40X of the territory of Eost Timor is
inaccessible by avollable meons of traneport. Could
he be referring to areas of the countey thot are
beyond the control of the Indonesion focces of
occupation?

mllshwdpuhmhrwhbm,cdlmdwwumhdhhﬂ'!'dm"-wyﬂMmﬂlmd
ce posts.
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according to a rtepert of the
Revolutionary Council for
National Resistance (CRRN),
broadcast by Radio Maubere on 14
September 1985.
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% Areas under Fretilin conirol.

_+» Towns ond ioods in the hcnds of

Indonesinn troops.

Accordi  to the CRRN report,
Indonesian control does not
extend beyond 2 to 8 lans oround
each villoge or concentration
comp throughout the country.
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East Timor Guerllla activities,
January-February 1985 e B ey
Source: Fretilin radio, 23 June 1989 e B e company clached with nd.
Luro billing 3 snd capruring forces hiling | wounding 4.
_ many weapans. capturing are and
19 fan. 88: sectionn of A
compaay infilirated camp PeS——
Otalalyr; Ind. wcuniy fled. § Jan. 83: % placoons of A
coipany sitacked Ind. lorem
28 Fab. 03: platoon anisched 8 Feb. 83 secuson of D company lilling 10 and capiunag
Ind. camp nexr Manutse hilling clashed with 2 Ind. platosns P
L3 hilling | and wounding § ‘
A NI\ T T [ |
I with &
|\ \ o oo A L
Llirg ¥ X7 Toaiiet | 408 omhed beroven W Lot
18 Feb. €3: paeritlas sicach 1 “ pr L L ) and Geri-Wai. |
:upunuupum—iuhq ljn.u:pumdA
’ » (] company inflitrated [od. camp
22 Jaa. 68t £ sections of B Y ey
corrpasy siackad § lng,
Sust )
8 Febs. 88 platoon of B
— pryrdriey
§ Jxn. 83 two pletooas atisched 4. ot 1
sad
l': ul'll; Awcupen, g.mmfm:"m"
I ﬂuqnllhumdup I | ml-‘h—
14 .
hilling | and wounding 1. h hilling 4 8t Ats- Wal. Kelihai.
N 18 Jaa. 08 3 scctions of B [ T ey
Somphay capured me and M1 Badle kill 18 100, sodiers of
and Same Dettakion $31.

East Timor Guerilia actlvltlcs.

platess
u-npuy clashed with Ind.
platosn in Sxbada capturing
arvos and Ammunition 3
M

March-April
1985

Source: Fresilin radio,
8 September 1985

P
19 Mar. 86: guendlss stucked
Ind compeay SW of Bsucau
Liling some waunding others
In retahatsom jnd shap sheiled
ares from wuth

in Ku-Low ama n_.nqa'.u

‘1 ar. &8 plaroow sinched 2
Tad platoons esst of Mahuro
Lihng 5. wounding 3 le
reialston $ Ind OV 10
Broncos bombed and machine
Fanned sred
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