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Continuation of the general discussion.

The Chairman stated that after a detailed examination of the
Franco-Bélgian proposal made at the previous meeting, he had come to
the conclusion that the Committee was not compétent to adopt such a
motion. Since that proposal made specific reference to the '"question
raised by the Yugoslav Delegation" it must be considered in the light
of the Yugouslav statements on this question, the essence of which was
that the international agreements which required allied military
authorities to hand over war criminals and quislings were both
inadequate and inefficiently implemented. In stating_that this
question was "of.such a character as to entitle the Committee to
undertake investigations" the Franco-Belgian proposal was in fact
asking the Committee to protest against 2 situation which was not its

Iconcern; Until the future refugee érganizatioﬂ was created, the
handing over of these undesirables remained the exclusive responsibility
of the allied military authoritics. The Committee's duty was only to
recommend what aasistanpe agouid be given refugees and displaced
persons, and to ensure that war criminals et¢. would not benefit from
this assistance. ~For the Cammittee to institute.investig&tions to
specify who fhese war criminals and quislings were and what measures
should be taken to deal with them would far exdeed the type of
investigation envisaged in paragr£ph 7 of the Economic and Social Council'e

Resclutions,






LONDON
E/REF/ 34
Page 3
Couricil. The question was too important and potentially dangerous
to be ignored, If the Committee did not givé 1t proper consideration,
the Yugoslav Delegation would be forced to the conclusion that the
Committee's attitude, and particularly that of certain Delegations,
wag hostile to Yugoslavia, Since the Yugoslav motion for the
immediate establishment of the fact-finding sub-committee to study
this question hed been lost at the previous meeting, Mr, Bebler
proposed the following alternative:

"The Committee decides to send immediately a Commission

to visit the Yugoslav camps at Ebali and Modena in Italy

'in order to find out whether the agsertions of the

Yugoslav Delegation in the Committee corredpond to facts"

Commenting on the remarks of the previous speaker MRS, VERWEY,
Netherlands, observed that the Delegation for Yugoslavia had
taken up an inordinate amount of the Committee's time. On the
previous day the Chairﬁan had fairly and generously interrupted
the debate on future machinery to be recommended, in order to
allow Mr. Bebler to table an urgent motion regarding conditions
in certain displeced persons camps. In spite of the fact that
this motion had been rejécéed after a lengthy debate, Mr, Bebler
wag still impoeing his arguments on the Committee. If he was
genuinely anxious to bring the Committee to his way of thinking he
would be better advised to adopt a less cbstructive attitude.

SIR GEORGE RENDEL , United Kingdom, suggested that the

Coﬁmittea should adJourn its meeting since it wes evident that
further discussion would not be very profitable. In connection
with the Yugoslav Delegate's statement regarding the necessity
of the Committee invéstigating conditions in certain displaced
persons campa; he reiterated his opinion that the Ocmmiftaa wes
not a tribunal to Judge war criminale and traltors, 1ts task was
rather to make practical fscommenﬂationa for the future refugee

organization. Towards this end, the speech made by Mr. Malin
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of ‘l;;he I.G.C. at tho eloventh mwoting (E/REF/28) had boen
p_articﬁlarly valugblo and it was to bo hopod that the Cormittoe
could 1.‘i-ocuud to exandne 1% without further interruption cr
unneccssary voteo of srecedurce He wished to s:.;;llmsize that the
ependitont to the Yugsslov ncticn which he had proposed at the
provicus mesting had heen L‘.esi(_:n'cd ts glve the utacst measure of
satisfaction to the Yugoslov Dolegate. Its acoceptonce hod, in
feet, preventel the Cormittee from having tc give o negotive
d.ecliaion on the Yu{-;oalziv notione.

There was, howover, onc point in Mr, Bebler's lapct speoch with
- whieh-he mgt toke strong exception, ncmely the puggestion ‘t.hnt_
the Chairman had been biaged., This suggesticn wos most reprehonss
ible in view of tho Tact that Mr. McNeil wos not able to reply ta
it, having, unfortunately, been czlled away from the meeting at
eleven o'clock. If Mr. Bebler wishod to criticize tho Chairmamtq
conduct he was perfectly entitled to riove a motion of censwre, jn
the course of the discussion of which he would have had armple
opportunity of exprasaj;ng his opinicns ond of henring the
Cermittee's vicwa.

Tho acting Chalyman, MR WINIEWISCZ, Folond, stoted that the
notion for ad journnent proposed by the Delegete for the United
Kingden weuld, under Rule 31 of the Cormittec's rules of
procedurc; hove pricrity over 21l other ucticns., After the
Delegates for Yugeslavia end the United States had spcoken againat
end for the nction respoc‘bivpl.y , the 1.1c'bicn was pub to the yvote
B.I.'I.d. sdopted. The Acting Cheirman snnounced that the Cormittes
would therefore be adjourned until Tucsday, 23 April at 2 puai.

The neeting rose ot 12.45 pa.



