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Note- by the Secretary-Genera] 

In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention of 

1931 for limiting the Manufacture· and regulating the Dis

tributi~n of Narcotic Drugs, as amended by the Protocol of 

If December 1946, the Secretary-General has the honour to 

forward to the Members of the United Nations and to the 

othe~ parties to the Convention the following law communi

cated by the Government of Portugal. 
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COLONY OF MOZAMBIQUE 
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES 

REGULATIONS FOO THE PRACTICE OF PHARMACY• 

Adopted by Legislative Decree No. 775 of 
24 December 1941 

CHAPTER V 

Poisons and Narcotic Drugs 

Article 51 . . Narcotic Drugs may not be imported or exported except by the persons 
specified hereunder: 

(a) Pharmacists responsible for the technical direction of pharmacies or 
laboratories preparing pharrraceutical proouc t s; 

(b) Doctors, veteriJ.ary surgeons or pharmacists in charge of scientific 
laboratories; 

(c) The managers of wholesale firms or representatives of firms processingi 
narcotic drugs 'or prepara.tions thereof. 

Article 58. The provisions of this r~cree shall be applied by the Customs .Service ! 
of the Colony only to the exportation and importation for consumption of the drugs and 1 ~ 
products listed inSchedule D annexed to this Lecree and formi.hg an integral part thereof. i • 

1. The same provisions shall be applied, by order · of the Governor-General, ! 
at the instance of the Hoard of Health and Hygiene, to any other narcotic drug the misuse.: 
of which is recognized as likely to produce harmful effects. 

2. When ·the countrie·s of origin so require, the Government of the Col'ony: 
shall issue a certificate stating that the products to be imported are intended for • 
legitimate medical or scientific purposes, in accordance with Article 62 of this Decree, · 
and that they will not be re-exported. . 

Article 5·9. The importation, cultivation, sale and consumption of Cannabis sativa : 
( 1..), known to the natives as "bange" or "suruma", are absolutely prohibited. . 

Article 60.· Persons ~pecif1ed in Article 57 wishing to import the drugs listed in: 
ScheduleD~ referred to in Article 58 above, must obtain'the authorization of the ; 
Government of the Colony by lodging an application addressed to the Governor~neral with: 
the Cirectorate of Health Services, which, after approval is- given, will forward it to: 
the Inspectorate of Pharmacies, where it will be placed on file . 

l. The application, duly signed, shall in the case of persor:sspecified ini 
Article 57 (a) and (b), state the registered number of the pharmacy or laborptory and in : 
the case of persons -included in paragraph (c) of the sameArticle must be accoq>anied by 
the firm's certificate of registration with the Chamber of Commerce. 

2· •• Each application shall be filed separately in the Inspectorate of Pharmacies : 
the names of the importing fi~m& being entered in the appropriate register. ' 

Article 61. Whenever an importer, duly authorized and registered in accordance ~ith : 

Article 60, wishes to import any of the drugs referred to,' he must apply to the Governor- : 
General, through the Directorate of Hea~th Services, for a~ import licence. · · 

. l. The application shall state the name and.~mount ofthedrugs it is intended; 
to import, the customs house of entry, the name of the manufacturer androuteof shiJnent . i 
In the case of drugs other than pure alkaloids, or of compound medicines and patentj 
medicines, the alkaloid content of the drug or compound shall be indicated. The application: 
siH•ll be examined by the Inspectorate .of Pharmacies, and, if the Inspectorate so requires, · 
the applicant must sul'xrit samples for confirmatory analysis. 

2. When the appl-icant is merely a receiving agent, orders endorsed by the i 
pers ons specified in Article 57 for whom the druFS are intended shall 'll so be submitted . . 

3. 1he application shall then be submitted to the Director of Health Services, : 
whose decision, hased on infonnation fur ni s hed by the Veterinary Departmenl, in the case ' 
of veterinary medicines, by the Inspectorate of Pharmacies , and on the report of the ' 
a nfl lyses, if any, will determine whether the authorization requested, is granted or' 
r e fu s ed . 

4. Tht> decision to grar1t or refuse the import licence, in whole or in part, : 
s hall be cormmnicated to the applicant and the cus toms house conce rned . Appeal may be 
made agains t thi s aec ision, within 15 days in Louren<; o Marques, and within 60 d ~ys in ' 

' Thi · .• ,r.e rp t fr om De cr11e No , 77') , of De cemb er 24 t h , 19'!1, was tr a n s mitted by the Portugue s e 
Emb •, y ; n ,'was h ingto n, o. c., to the Sec r eta r y- Gene r a l of t h e Un i t ed ~ atio n s w i t~ a not e ot 
Jun .•• th, 1 948, s t at ing t hat t his . exce r pt "con t ai n s a ll the re gul at i o ns reg a rd ; n g Na rc o t ic 
D r u ~~ , =n te r c e in M ozamb i ·~uc 11 • 
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i c 1-0 , 1-J~ .. ~:,· ryfl'UUr~\Jt!lleraJ, WIIO SHa.L.L /'p.ve 111.S rU.LJ.ng ait.er 
of healf rid Hyg1ene. 
drugs ' in ,Y be sold or consumed only for legitin,Jte medicinal, 
c purposes. 

shall sel.i pnly to duly registered pharmacies or pharmaceutical 
resentatioll of an order endorsed by the pharmacist in c h a r g~ 

lalllll)l~atJbrv, and to scienti fie iristi tutions on receipt of an ord,er from 
.&~••·~ "'JL .-,~ ... 1 on. 

re permitted to order narcotic drugs from pharmacies for use in 
the use of the drugs being accounted for. Loctors must keep a 

the use made of the narcotjc drugs so ordered may be readily 

not supply the public with the narcotic drugs listed 
poisons listed in Schedule E, annexed to this Decree and forming 

i th~~~e¢•f, except on a prescription from a doctor or qualified veterinary 
'tion to his usual signature, append in a clearly legible hand, 

s and the name and address of the patient. Directions for the 
t also be given. 

~r·~$cr~ptl«)J·~ including any of the substances listed in -Schedule E may not 
~14u.uu1 ~ w~1tten authorization from a doctor for each repetition. 

' criptions including narcotic drugs shall be copied in a special 
the pharmacy's stamp and filed as a voucher in support of the 
icle o6. A cert1fied copy, bearing the stamp of the pharmacy 
al register, ~hall be furnished to the patient. OTders may be 

of a new prescription. 
normally used in agriculture and stock-breeding, such as insecti-

J fu~~:i~:l~le~> i' J(>r : - a:tsl'hfectants, may be sold only to State services and to farmers -
fttt~~llr·~~rs; j :r~~gii*:eted in the land Registers concerned. . . 

Jl:'tl:riqih~l~e· ts shall furnish the suppliers with sufficient information, which 
and 'address of the person concerned, the name and quantity of the 
t~e date. 

li~r shall file the information as proof of the transaction. 
ir personal responsibility and as medicine for immediate use in 

l ~llt!l'RiElrj(:y, ' ! ~>hJfUT~~a<~l·Lsts may supply the following galenic preparations: tincture 
and Dover powder, provided the total quantity sunplied does 

centigraiTI!les of officinal opiurp. The Pharmacist shall enter the 
the proper register. 

and wholesalers shall submit to the Inspectorate of Pharmacies 
of the quantities of narcotic drugs imported, purchased or 

or pharmaceutical products laboratories and establishments 
and clear! y indicating the amount supplied to each . Pharmacies 

' ejrly returns of the quantities sold and the numbers 01 the pre
r~to. 
~bons specified in Article 57 shall enter all transactions in 
~ ial register. Pharmacies shall, in addit~on, keep a register of 
'ions. These hooks, which shall be sealed or stamped by the 

PijarJma.cies and signed by the district inspector or other inspector 
~ot . !~oljlt~in - blank spaces, erasures -or amend~nts; each entry shall have a 

name, profession and address of the person whom the drug was 
the transaction, whether for payment or not. 

titutions, hospitals, charitable and welfare institutions with 
. ll :also sullTlit quarterly returns showing the quantities of drugs 

arid dispensed. 
Ph~rm~c~sts in charge !•f the technical direction of pha rmace utica 1 

rcotic drugs in the manufacture of pharmaceutical, veterinary, 
iqt~Ul~~l~~al products must indicate in the special register required under 

quantity and quality of the products manufactured. 
r1 y returns referred to in this Article, and in paragraph 2, 

J:)e:gl.;st.ered post, to the Inspectorate of Pharmacies not later than 30 
quarter to which they relate. 
ctorate ~f Pharmacies shall provide specimen forms of the 

to in the present Article, and in paragraph 2. 
j 1~e ;re 4.e:xportation of narcotic drugs is expressly prohibited. 

' ti. ;~hC!Irmacies and pharmaceutical labcratories in which the substances 
4rtifle 5~ ~re processed or manufactured, may export their products with 
! . 



the permission of the 'Board of Health and Hygiene; applications for permission shall 
contain: 

(1) The name of the exporting firm; 
(2) The quantity a~ quality of the substances or preparations and a descrip

tion of the packing used for them; · 
(3) The name and address of the consignee; 
(4) The means of transport, i.e. whether by land, sea or a1r or by registered 

mail, and the cus tol'ns house through which they are to be exported; 
( 5) A declaration to the effect that irrportation is authori~ed by the country 

of destination in accordance with its .special laws governing the importation of such 
products and preparations . 

. l. The customs house through which the produ~ts are exported shall examine 
the goods to see that the quantity, quality and packing are as desoribed in the exporter's 
application and in the licence granted and shall furnish the exporter with a certificate. 

2. The despatch of the 'substances exported shall be entered in the spec.ial 
register of transactions referred to in Article 66, paragraph l .and the custans certificate 
noted. 

Article 69. The following fees shall be paid for the issue of the licences referred 
to in this Decree: 

(a) $500.00 for registration as an inl>orter; 
(b) $250.00 for re-gistration as a wholesaler; 
(c) S2s·~oo for each import or export lic~nce'. 
1. These fees shall be State revenue and shall be collecteCI by the O.ief 

Inspector of Pharmacies. 
2 . . The persons defined in Article 57 (a) shall be exempt f_rom the fee1; 

prescribed in this Article. 

CHAPll:R VI JI· 
Penal Provisions 

Article 83. l'ihere no special provision is made in the Penal Code or in special 
legislation, the penalties for the offences hereunder specified shall be as follows: 

(a) Any person not legally authori.zed to deal in medicinal drugs, who imports 
or exports, has {n his possession, prepares, purchases, sells, offers fo~ sale, ~r 
attempts to purchase or make available in any way, even free of charge, any medicinal 
products or patent medicines, shall Le liable to a fine of not less than $500.00 or mo~e 
than ,'£5,000.00. ~hen such products contain substances which may only he supplied ou a 
doctor's prescription, namely narcotic drugs, the penalty shall be imprisorrnent in t h•.
second division for not less than six months or more than one year arrl a fine of not less 
than $5,000.00 or more than $10,000.00; 

(b) The penalties prescribed in paragraph (a) shall be imposed on pharmacists 
supplying the public wit.h the narcotic drugs listed in Schedule .U or the poison!:' listed 
in Schedule E without a doctor's prescription or in amounts greater than those indicated 
in the prescription, except in emergency as provided in Article b5, and on persons who 
attempt toobtainor have obtained such products by use of a prescription which has already 
l~en filled or cancelled; 

(c) The penalties prescribed in paragraph (a) shall also be imposed on any · 
importers, wholesalers, manufacturers or dealers in drugs or fharmaceutir.al products who 
supply the narcotic drugs listed in Schedule U or the poisons listed in Schedule ·f. to 
persons not authorized to acquire them for thf' ·practice of their profession or lor 
scientific use, or who wittingly make inaccurate or incomplete en.tries in the registPrs 
required under the present Decree; if the last-named offence is due to negligence, t.he 
penalty shall be limited to a fine of not less than $500.00 or more than $5,000.00~ 

(dJ The penalties prescribed in paragraph (a) shall be imposed also on the 
proprietors or managers of places of public resort, such as clubs, cafes, casinos or other 
places of Jliblic: ami1sement who permit the consumption of or traffic in narcotic dru~s in 
their establishments. Such establishments shall in every case be closed for a period of 
not less than one year; 

(e) Any doctor failing to indicate clearly on the prescriptions for narcotic 
drugs or other substances which may not be supplied without a doctor's prescription, his 
name and address, and the name and address of the patient/ for whom the ·prescript ion is 
intended and directions for use of t.he medicine sha!l be liable to a penalty of not less 
than $200.00 or more than $1,000.00; any phannacist filling a pr-escription not containing 
such information or re-filling a prescription without express authoriz,1tion from the 
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for each order shall be liable to the same penalty. 
(m) The penalties prescribed in this Article lillY be not .suspended. 

icle 87, A fine of SSOO.OO for the first offence and of $1,000.00 for each 
~~utmt offence shall be imposed on any pharmacist who: 

(Sole paragraph) The same penalties shall'be iq>osed on any doctor who: 
(c) Fails to enter the narcotic drugs he employs in his consulting room in 

in the proper register, or who fails to account for orders of sueh dr~s~ 
ticle 89. Any person failing to comply with the provisions of Article 66 and of 

•e 101 shall be liable to a fine of $500.00 for the first offence; of $1,000.00 for 
offence; of $2,000.00 for the third and of $5,000.00 for the fourth. 
(Sole p~ragraph) After the fourth offence the offender shall, in addition to 

fine, be punished by tem~rary or permanent cancellation·of his licence, at 
ij!l.:~sc:retion of the Central Board of the Inspectorate of Phannacies. 

1rticle 92. When it is proved that any of the firms registered as importers or 
,alers of narcotic drugs fails to fulfil. any of the provisions of this Decree, the 

mc)r-lleJnelral at the inst;ance of the Board of Health and Hygiene and after consultation 
Central Board of the Inspectorate of Pharmacies, shall order the cancellation of 
tration concerned, without prejudice to the application, by the c~etent author

the penalties prescribed in this Decree. 
' Article 107. The health, administrative, customs, police or other authorities 

ible for the implementation of this Decree shall afford all possible assistance 
information requested of them by the Inspectors of Pharmacies to ensure that its 

~~!~~o~s are complied with. 

Louren~o Marques, 15 March 1948 

Pharmaceutical Inspector 

Printed in the U. S. A. 


