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SDDENDTN

L, Since tha publication of the report ty the Txecutive

containing in annex T the text of the replies received up

rcport, tlhe Ixecutive Sscretory hes receiv

i

(Renly dotad 11 Decembor 1968; originnl: French)

Secretary (3/ICR/717)
to the date of the

d the reply rcproduced telow,

“(a) Commission's lonc-torm prosromme ow work and ordsr of priorities

The vraprrotion of the Commission's long-term prosramms of work and the

cstoblishmant of an order of wriorities Tor thnt work are

considcreble progress 1s certainly vossibls,

activities in which

Onc way in which it wicht be cchiceved would be to uttempt to define criterio

periitting of o choice amon~ several alternttives. It does not sceom probable

thet such o movhod would be casy to apply. The French outhoritiass bslieve thot

the decision trken ht the twenty-third syssion to include

in the agend: for the

next sossion o soparcte item on tho long-term programme of work will encbloc more

specific discussions to be held on thut occasion thon hithorto wnd the work of

the gubsidicry bodics to be rendorsd mers cohoront,

e Sroneh r~uthoritics ~ttoch particuler importunce to the work undortaken

by the Senior Teonomic Adviscers in conncxion with the implementotion of

rigsolutions on tho dovelopment of cconomic, scisontific and technical co-opcration,
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and to the work put in hond by the Cormmittcee on the Development of Trade under
tihe resolution ndoptod at the twenty-~third scssion,

(b) Orzanizational structurc, methods of work and calendor of .moctings

At the meetings of the Commission's subgidinry bodiss held since the twenty-third
session, most intorestinz sxehnnges of viows havoe taken place, at thg instance of
the Executive Sceretary, on ways and means of improving the vﬁrious committecs!
structure cnd methods of work,

The French prusentat1Vus purflvlbﬂtln in these exchanges of vicws took an
active port in the dlscu551onq, as the. ;ovurnmont.had asked them to do, and submitted
sugzestions for improving methods of work, The principel observations madc relate
to the Tollowing points:

It was emphasized that in many cascs the progrcss of work is retarded because
documents in French arc not received carly cenough. Furthermore, the volume
of documentntion and correspondence is increasing to such an extent that it
is becoming difficult to reply to all onguiries received. It tharofofe
scens desirable to 1limit, for exomple, thoe number of qucstlonnairos and
requests oddrossed to the vorious bodies. ‘

The preparction of rcports likewige gave rise to certain comments. It would be
a good thing if, in futurc, thelreasons for any decision to prepare a rcport
were explained, and if studiecs were undaftakon only on subjects really of
intersst to n substanticl numbor of momber countries. However, once such a
decision had been taken, the procedurcs applied in preparing the revort
should be spceded and the time eclapsing before its publication shortened, so
as to avoid therc being ~ as ot prosent thore sometimes is -~ too long an
intorval betwocen the begimning and the end of the operation,

The officers of several committoes stated that it might be useful to carry out
work jointly on topics which are common to scveral wider fields, and
suggested that consideration should be given t0 the possibility of
"inter-committee® work.

In several cases, commitﬁees tend to concern themselves with questions of
tcehnology. t 1s desireble thet the Commission's subsidisry bodics should
confine themsclves to cconomic questions and that any technical questions
drising should be referred, for study, to bodies specializing in the
poarticular ficld,

With regard to the calendor of moctings, the period generally adopted for the
Timber Committec's scssions should be put back to cnable the Committec to meet
at a time when it is better able to judge the situation in the spherec with
which it is concerncd.




(c) Orgonization and mcthods of work of the annual scssions of the Commission

The Tronch authorities believe thot the prowress of ssions of the Commission

(]
(&

would be greatly freilitoted if the documentotion in the vorious lonsunges were
rocelved ecrly cnough to encble adwministrative scrvices to monks a more thorough study
of the problems to be discussed ot the session,

Generally speaking, it is desircble thot statemonts by delegations should, more
then hag hithorto been the casc, enocblo exchanges of views to be held on the items on
the agenda, This should bc¢ possible if delegations would confinc thoeir interventions
to particularly importont aspocts of the problems under discussion, This sugzestion

would be perticulirly casy to apply to the consideration of the economic situation

=

n Durone. It might be uscful, as hes clready boon suggested at provious scssions
of the Commission, to devotc a pert of the survey of the sconomic situation in Turope
to topical problems of ‘gencral intcrest to all members of the Commission. This
might prompt comments by delegotions cnd enable them to open o discussion on specific
problems ., Information on tho economic situation in cach membor country could be
circulated in documcntary form, only the salient cspocts of that siturtion being

brouzht out in delegnations! stotomoents.

Furthermorc, in the view of tho French Government it would be possible to organizoe

the work of the Commission's annucl sessions better if o Sessional Committes were
sct up. The Committee could bhe sot un immediately after thoe ngenda for the scssion
hod been adopted and the officeors slected. The Commission would toke up the item on
the economic situation in Zurope in plennry mecting on the sccond dny of the session.
Moanwhilc the Sessional Committeoo would considor the subsidicry bodics! reports and
discuss them in detail, The Chalrmen of the Scssional Committee would submit a
consolidatod report on the work of the subsidiary bodics when the Commission was
considering the agenda items troditionally devoted to the work of the Commigsion and
to the report by the Exccutive Seerectary on action taken undor Commission resolutions,
Provision should be madce for sctting up o Scssional Committee as from the twenty-
Tourth sesgion, Tt scems to the French authoritics throt this irnovation would not
moke it nccessary cither to incrocse the number of delegates or to lengthen the
session, It is even possible that porforming simultancously tnsks hitherto performed
successively would, while not substantially curteiling the scssion, c¢nable it to be

shortencd by a few days,”




