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Additioral cormunicetion reccivad Trom a Meriber Coverrment:

~e  New Zealend. fhe commonts of the New Zealend Government on this
natier are enclogsed. In submitting these the IMinicter [Sf External !‘-;r"fs,ir:;_—/’
desirves to emphasize the iwnc. sance attachked by the New Zealend Goverrment
to a solution of the problems wiich are the concern of the Comaiszion, and
in particular the quegtions of full employuent and ‘econonic developmont,
The suggestions in the enclosed comments lave been submitted In the homns
that, in accordance with exicting procedures and the resnonsibi litles of
the specialized agenciles, they way be of assistance in reaching a solutlon
of employwent and development problemz. They are necessarily made without
krovledge of the commsnts of othor Goreruments and the guggesticns of the
Cormigaion for the future orpmnization of its activities, and in the
reantime the Goverment deslre to 1esexve tholy final positdon.
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COMMENTS OF 1EW ZEATAND GOVERNMELT

QIf FULICTIONS AXD ORCANIZATION COF

ECONGMIC AYD EMPLOYMENT CCMALSSION

The reasons whic™ prompted the Feonorile and Social Council to asgif
wlde teims of reference to the Comminssion are anpreclated, but it is
sugzeated {that account mast nuw be taken of the changes in the atructure
and scope of international o anization and activity in the economic field

‘nce the establishment of the Commlssion.

The number of specialized agencies concerned with economic problems
has conslderably increased, awnd several agencies, which were in 1946 only
in the nrelininary stages of the’r activities, heve since actively v
prosecuted the dlscharge of their responsihilities. . The United Natlons
itaelf has assumed direct responsidility gor verious activitles relevant
to the Tunctions assigned to the Ecornom’c and Fmployment Cormission.

The question of eccnomic develorment, with which may be associatnd
problens of reconstruction, was one of the principal problems on which
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the Cormicalon vas Lo advige i e Council. 1In this ficid the resicnal
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econcitic comrignions wvere egtabllisked aiver the formlation of the terms of
refersnce of the Deonomic and Erplojment Cormission, and have azsunmed direct
reﬁpwnsibility Tor mach of the work which would uave been the concern of

Other activities of tho Unived Wations relevant to this
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Weatlion inelude the provision of terhnlical as si tance to under~develoned
courntiriez and the publication of suiveys of the problems facing those
countries,

The Internmaticnal Bank for Reconetrusiicn and Develompment, the Tool
onG Agriculiture Oxpanization, +he Taternatlonal Labour Jrgonise tion, and,
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in fact, nearly all ¥he srscialized ageaciec are concernad eithexr Glrestly
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or 1ﬂ,irect1y with problems of -development and recomntruc vion
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s1de the United Natlomz iteelf, referoncs may be made %o the work
oo the Ceganization for Zuropenn Bcconorxlc Co~operation, vhich has
subetuntially chaaged e nature of ire prolblems calling Tor action by tho
Unitad Tations.

Prorlems of economic develowsent are also referred Lo in the Charter
of the Intematicnel Trads Owy 'nizaticn, Althovugh thls crgenizaticn 1w
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not yet in oxistence, its polential responsibilitles should be recogn
and it would appeayr uwnwige to forestall the actlvities of tle Orgenization
by insisting that primary responsibilit- for prcblens of eccnounlc
development, or for other rrovlew. coming within ths Charter of the
Crgenization, should rest with the Econonic and Duploymont Commission.
The problem of full smoloyrent and coonomic stability was also veferrsd
to the Boconcuic and Fuployment Commiagnion. In this case alco various
opsclalized agencioes, of which gpecial mention may be made of
International ILabour Ox ;anisaticn ard the »rojected International Trade
Orgonization. have diffsrent degrees of responsibility while tie activitles
of the agencles, of the reglonal econcmic ccumlssions and of the Fconomic
and Social Council are relevant to tie problem, the importance of vwhich
1s-fully appreciated by the lew Zesland Govermmenbt, A suggestion for the
pessidle intevest of the Economlc ard Ermloyment Comaigsion in the
rarticulaxr aspect of thls mattor is menticned later. -
The terms of r¢forence of the Economic and Tmployment Commiswion reler
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also to certain questicas of co~ordirated actlon by the speciali
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mod agencien
and coumissions of the Council. S3ince thoze terms of raference wers

Tormulated, the wachinery for co~ordination has been establliched by the

Beonomic and Social Council, and it is 21t that.that machinery lo alegrats,
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s.blect to the supervision of the Council, to diwcharge thic main prcblems
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of cecwurdination in the ccounomle Tiell,
In the light of the fovegoing, 1t 1y sugcgeatod that 1t is neither
necogizary ©o isquire the . Lconomic fnd Emoloyment Commigaicn to discharge

the wlde functiorns cxoresgsd in ite prescut terms of relferencs nor nossitle

for & commission, in view of the scope of Interrational actlivity in the
economic field, adaguately to disclarze trose functions,

it is recomended that the ewphasia of the work of the Cormisrion

1,

ghould be ¢irected, w. 'er the supervision of ths Econuric and Sceclal Counci
vatier te the consgideration of varticvler vroblems not belng actively doalt
wilth by a spscialized -agsney oo by come other organ ¢f the United Natlons,

It will Ve mececuary, no ioubl, Tor the Comalssion to keop itcelif
informed on the progrecs of +the work of the spscinlized agencies ag well
ag-of the United Kations, but It should be ncasible for the Covmizsion
1tself to propese a munber of upccific prcbdblems, eltiaer long-teora or shorle
term, which are appronriate JTor riuldy hy o Unilted laticns organ with tae
assictarce of the Secrctariat, By way of iliuvsiration two pcesible
quecstiors ave gupgosteds

{a) Governments heve recently rarnomded to a quesitionnaive for

information on measuies adopted natlonally to waintalin full empleoyment.

No doudt the replies arc being axy:lvzed at the nresent tilie by the
X 2 . oS
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SBecrotaviat tut 1t is sugrected that there is scope for a study of
then by the Economle end Burlojwont Comrission, on the basis of which
it might formalate proposals for the further developmasut of work In
thig field. -
{b) The Eeccnomis snd Social Ccuncil hae decided to review in 1951
the work of the regiorasl econcmic cormlgsions, The Nconomic and
Employment Comnlssion micnt undertaie a study of this questic..
It is accordingi, sucgested theh thore is scope Tor useful actlvity
on the part of the Ieconomic and IZmmlciuent Commigsion if its activities
ars dlrected to the study of syvecific leones reguiring practical soluvions
and not .already under action .y the United Natlons or the spcclalized
zrencles, N
Although, 1f this viewpoinbt ig acceonted, 1t might be edvicable to

auend the presgent terms of reference, "Mis is not consldered essential as

the pogition could be coversd by apnropriats interpretation of the e:

termn of reference by the Teonomic and Sccial Couneil and the Commission.
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