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Tre meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

PROGRAMME OF WORK {agenda iltem 9) (continued)

1. Tre PRESIDENT suggested tlmt, in addition to the two meetings on

9 September, the meetings on Wednesday 10 September and Monday 15 September
s'ould be devoted to the general debate. He also suggested tkat the gpeakers'
ligt for the general debate should ke closed on Wednesday 10 September at nocn.

2. It was so decided.

CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO TEE CONFERENCE {(agenda item 7)
{2} APPOINTMENT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (continued]

3. The PRESIDENT recalled tizt,at the end of tke Conference's gecond
weeting, two members of the Credentials Commititee remained to ke appointed.
Since then there had been two nominations, the first, that of Jordan, by the
Group of Non-aligned, Weutral and Gther States, and the second, that of

¥ew Zealand, by the Group of Western and Other States. If there was no
objection, he would take it that those twe States Frties were aprointed by
tie C(onference as mexmbers of tha Credentials Committee. .

4. It was 50 decided.

BEVIEW QF THZE OPERATIN COF TEE .CWION AS PROVIDED FOR IN ITS ARTICLE XIXI
{agenda item 10)

_{2) GENZRAL DERATE {continued)
5. Mr, DESPRES (Canada} sald £hat the Conwvention on the Proibition of the

Development, Production and Stockpiling of Backterioclogical {(biological) and

Toxin Weapons and their Destruction was the first multilateral agrasment aimed
at the complete elimination of a whole category of weapons. trict observancs
of the Convention by all the States Parties and universal accessica to it were
therefore of special importance. At the time of its conclusion the Convention

~tad-alsc been seen as a major step towards the effective probibition of —— """ S

chemical weapons, as was clear from the preamble and article IX. Megotiations
to that end mad been keld at the recent sesgssion of the Conference on
Disarmament and the current Review Conference should urge the continuation and
intensification of thoge negotiations. In his delegation's view, the
participants in the Conference mad a dual task: +to examine Impartizally the
implementation of the Convention since its entry inte force and to consider
means of strengthening it, : '

8. Arms control and disarmament implied 5.;1 all fields a race Lbatween the
zever—ending advances of science and technology and the means available to
statesmen and legislators to ensurs that those advances weres useéd to
strengthen international peace and security. In the field of blotechnology,
the problem was particularxly acuke. Since the entry into force of the
Conwention, an even since the First Review (onference, major advancas had been
nade in varicus branches of biotechknology. Although such pragress oould e of
inestimable value in enhancing =he health, well-being and security ol peoples

= . b1 I — PO P 5 - -~
throughout the wozrld, iT wms nevertheless also true tiet it couwld e misused
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for othexr than peaceful purposes and that it made verification of compliance
with the provisions of the Convention, which wmany regarded as vital to an
sgreaxent on arms control and disamament, lncreasingly difficulr.

7. Since the First Review Conference, thexe t=d been sevweral allegations of
sericuns viclations of the Convention. Capada lad carried omt investications
into tlke guestion of the alleged use of toxin weapons in Southeast Asia.
Thoge investigations, which =d formed tke basis of three saparate Teprorts to
the Secretary-General of the United Mations, did not in themgalves provide
conclusive proof but nor did they rafute the allegations of viclations to
which I had been refexred. They showed that the abnormal epidemioclogical
phencomena occurring in Scutheast Asia at the beginning of the 1980s remained
without adequate explanaticon. They pointed to the absclute nacessity of full,
proapt and unreserved co-operation among all the parties directly concerned.
Such co—operation Ind been lacking in the case of tke investigations carried
cut v the Canpadian Governmeni, and in the case of the expert team sent to the
region by the Secretary-General of the United Mations in 1981, sSimilarly,

" wncertainties recarding other presumed violations of the Convention had not

been resolved, The situation was neitber savisfactory nor acceptable.

3. Given timt state of affairs, it wotld be only too easy to slip into an
attitude of passive despelir but guch a defeatist apprvach ocould only weaken
tle stand that Imd been taken against bicloglical weapons, the best expressicn
of which was the Convention, which was st£ill a2 legal instrument binding on all
tix States Parties. The Cenadian Govermment considersed thet the Conference
stould seak to strengthen the application of t+he Convention in a realistic and
practical spirit. It hoped that the Conference would result in an agreement
on a number of peasures that could be set forth in a final document adopted by
consensus and implying a political commitment. ‘Tn rticular, Carada deemed
it highly desirable to bulld upon the results obtained at the First Review
Conference by reaffimming tie right, under article ¥ of the Convention, to
reguest the orcanization of consultations at the expert level open to all
States Parties and setting forth the corrasponding obligation of all

States Fartles directly concerned to respond faveourably o such requests, to
participate in the consultations and to co—operate to the full in resolving

‘any problem relating to compliance with the Conventionl " The Canmadiah'™

delecation was also ready to give favourable consideration te any otiler
measure likely to further the hope of seeing the ban on biclogical weapons
cocmpliad with and 211l States Marties truly complying with the legal
oblicgations imposed upon them by the Conventicn.

9. Canada ad never pessaessed any biclogical weapons ané it continuved to
observe all its obligations under the Convention to the full and in all
respects. In the hope of encouraging a freer exchange of informatlon on
bictechnological research and development among the States Parxties, his
delecation had given the Conference secretariat a paper describing the general
character and scope of hlotechnological activities in Canada, and the role
played in that field by the Canadian Government, and requested its circulation
ag an official Conference document.

10. Mr. FRISTVIK (Morway) said that the entry into force, of the Bioclegical
Wezpons Convention in March LS73 had been a major event in the disarmamant
fiald, It fad been the first — and was Still the oaly -~ multilateral

In providing iovr

agreement to contain provisions for concrete disarmament-
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the destruction of existing weapons and the banning of a whole category of
weapons of mass destruction, the Convention had been seen as a model for
mazltilateral disaroament agreements.

11. Yorway, which kzd been one of the first countries to sign the Biological
Weapons Convention in 1972, wes pleased to note that 16 additional Btates kad
acceded to the Convention since the Pirst Review Gonference. Although it pow
Ind more tlmn 190 States Partles, the Convention was owever, far from being
universal. The curreat Review Conferesnce should urge the remaining = gratory
States and those which were not parties to adhere to the Convention a: the
earliest possible date.

12. though tre Convention stipulated the Iolding of a review conference
five years after its entry intoc force (article XIY} it contained ne provision
for further reqular reviews. In its Final Declaration, the First Raview
Conference in 1580 Imd expressed the belief that such conferences constituted
an effective methnd of reviewing the operation of the Convention and kzd
Cecided that a second Raview Conferencz ghould be held at Geneva at the
request of a majority of States Parties not earlier than 1985 and, in any
cagse, not later than 199¢. On the basis of that decision, the Morweglan
Government bad approachted the Depositary Governments in 1984 with a proposal
that a gecond Review Conference should = conwened in 1886. v
thirty-ninth session of the TUnitad Kations General Assembly, a draft
regolution to that effect Imd been introduced by Norway on behalf of

42 countries from all regiomal groups and Iad been adopted without vote on
12 December 1984. His delecation hoped that the current Confersnce would
dacide to convene a third Review Conference afiar an appropriate pericd.

13. Every effort should be made at the current Review Conference o adopt a
Final Declaration in which the States Parties wonld, inter alia, affirm their
dedication to the principles and objectives of the Convention and their

cowmitment to implement its provisions effectively. In ks delegation's view,
the scope of application of article I of the Convention was sufficiently clear
and comprehensive. Tie rmmpid develorments in biotechnology, especially in the
area of genetic engineering, Iad caused comncern that that pew technology might
be misused for weapons parposes. . His delegation believed that the provisions

Of article 1T 6f the Convention clearly bammed aay such misuse. The First
Review Conference had welcomed the declarations of sevaral States Parties
confirming their implementation of and compliance with the prohkibition of
biclogical and toxin weapons. Norway Iad been among the States Parties to
make such a declarmtion in 1980. In preparation for the c¢urrant Confexence,
it bad submitted a statsment %5 the Secretary-General confimming that its
position in that regard was uncienged.

14. Yorvay led never Geveloped, produced or stockpiled any kRlological or
toxin weapons. To fulfil its cbligations under article IV, it had included
the main part of article I of the Convention in the Norwegian Penal Code. In
¥orway, all rasearch in micro—orgenisams and toxins was directed solely towards
the epidemiology of infectious disease, medic:l treatment and prophylaxis. In
accordance with the substance and the spirit of article X of the Convention,
the Tesearch w23 unclassified and the results wers published in the scientific
litermture.
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15. At the First Review Conferencs, much atrention had been dewoted to the
provisions of the Convention conceming wverification and complaints

procedure. In s delecation®s opinion, the verification provisionzs were
inadaquate and racent sclentific and tecimological develoments bad made their
ipadecuacy all the more apparent. The complaints procadure wasg another weak
point in the Cormvention. Th» carrent Reaview Conference should timrafore izsue
2 reminder that the provigions of article V concerning consultation and
co-operation enabled interested States Parties to wse various intsrnational
procedures which would make it poagible to ensure effectively and adequately
the implementation of the Conventlon provisions. The Couference ghould
rzaffirzrm that those prowisions included, inter aliz, the right of any

State Farty to rsquest the convening at tha axpert level of a consultative
meaeting open to all Statas Rarties.

168. Torwey hoped that all States Parties would agree tiat any rsport of
non-coepliance should ke taken geriously. The Final Declaration of the -

- current Raview Confersnce should therefore state that alleged viglations of

e Convention should be investigated without delay and in a proper manner.

17. Tike First Review Conference d called far strict compliance with the
provisions of the 1925 Ganeva Protccol., According to documented reports,

chenical weapons =& been usad repeatadly in the way kebtween Izan and Irmg, in
viciation of the Protocel. Forway hed expressed grave concern over those
violations and strongly condemned the use of such weapons. The fact that such
weapons were s5till kbeing produced and used was a timely reminder of the urgent
need to conclude a glebal and comprehensive ban on chemical weapons. The

States Parties to the Convention Tmd committed themselwes under article IX to
negotiate an agreement on effective measures for the prohiblitdion of the
davelopment, production and stockpliling of chemical weapons and theiz

dastruction. Aftar 14 vears, negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament,

had still pot producaed such an agreement. Considerable progress Imad been

made, bowever, daring the last few yvears. The drafi text resulting from the

1986 session coversd all the major areas of the Convention, except procedurss

for requesting a fact-~finding misslon. Tiat cap reflected the disagreement -
concerning on~sita inspection on c¢hellenge. Norway, which bad played an

active part in the work of the Conference on Disarmament for several years, ~— " ~ ~7°
was of the opinion that the megotiations should be intensified with a view to
reaching an agreement in 1987. t was vital to mankind that chemical weapons
should ke eliminatked az soon as possible.

18. Torway was confident that the deliberations of the current Conference
would demonstrate the importance of the Biclogical Weapons (onvention. It
would like to sgee the Conference bacome a constructive tool in the effort to
uphold the authority of the Convention. It would be useful in that connection
1f 2ll the States Parties to the Convention would reaffirm their coumitment to

it in e Fipal Leclaxzztion.

19. Mz. MEISZTER (Hungary) said that the Bungarian People’s Republic had

2lways attached the greztest importance to the prohibition and destyuction of
all Xinds of weapons of mass destruction, partimlarly means of cremical an
bactericlogical warfare. That was why as early as 1966, at the rwenty-firsc
session of The United Mations General Agsembly, it had submitted a draft
resolution which, in parallel with the strengthening of the

1925 Geneva Pruotocol, aized 2%t the complets prohibition of the Gewvelogment,
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production and stockpiling of all chemical and bacteriological weapons and the
destruction of existing stocks. It kad also been ane of the First couatries
to sign and ratify the Convention, which was currently an organic part of
naticonal legislation, in compliance with article IV of the Convention.

Iastly, the Hungarian People’s Republic kad strictly complied with all the
provisiocns of the Convention and wes determined to continue to & s0 in the
future. It Mad nevexr possessed biological or toxin weapons and Izd no
intenticn of acguiring them.

20. In the view of the Bmagarian Government, the Convention, which had more
timn 100 States Parties, had contributed greatly to tle strengthening of
international security and to the promotion of mutual trust and co-operation.
Its importance d&id not stop there, however. It had in fach been followed by
forther agreements on arms contrel and disarmament. Just as the elalaoration
of the Biclogical Weapons (onventicn Tmd been influenced by previous accords,
it in its turno ad Ind an impact on subsegquent arms control and disarmament
activities. There was a close orgnic interrelationship, the importance of
which conld rardly te over-estimated. It was important, thersefore, to utilize
the acamulated experience when working out new internationmal legal
instrumants on disarmament. OCuly an ipterpational legzl régime based on
regpect for existing agreements and ever—increasing interpational co-operat
could effectively guarantee the security of all nations.

21, In Hs Govermment's view, the Biological Weapons Convention, which kad
een in force for more tl=n 10 ysars, had played & positive rola in limiting
t» arms race kv outlawing an entire clags of deadly weapons of mass
destruction. Events I2d morsover clearly confirmmed the wvalidity and
timeliness of banning a type of weapon the use of which a% any point in the
world could entail unimaginable consequences for mankind as a whole.

22, At tle time of thae adoption of the Convention bamning bioclogical and
toxin weapons, such means of warfare Eaé been considerad to hmve comparatively
low military value given the level of sciencs and techmology. Since then
micrebicology had made great advances and without the Conwventicn the npew

- discoveries in the field of genetic engineering might have changed that

_.situation. . Tke new progress made in biology was jincluded in the scope of th:e

Conveation. If the Convention's provisions were strictly complied with &n
future, it would be possible to ensure tilmt the findings of biotachnology
would not be used to develcop new biological or toxin weapons or to make
existing agents more effective in military terms.

23. At the First Review Conference, the Hungarian delecation had expressed
the view that the provisions of the Convention had been propexrly complied with
and that no viclation of obligtions had taken place. In its opinion timi was
a proof of the _effective“ess of the Convention and it haped thac

States Parties would continue to respech their obligations., It should be
noted that during the 10 years the Convention had been in force no State Party
tad felt it necessary to set in motion the procedure provided in articles V
{e=z1ling for consultations to resolwve problems) and VI {dealing with
coeplaints concerning violations of obligtions).

24, Under article IX each State Tarty Mad undertaken to continue recat'-l‘-atlcn‘-?
P
Witk a view to reaching agreement on effactive measuras for the pronibition of

.
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the development, production and gtockpiling of chemical weapons and for Cheir
degtructlon. Megotiations to achieve gsuch a treaty Ind recently bsen
accelemted in the framework of the Conference on Disarmament and substantial
regults md been achieved. Nevertheless, much remained to ke done anad
increazed efforts and flexibility would be reguired from the participants in
the pegotiations. Eis delegation was convinced timt given the necegsary
poiitical will to agree and unremitting efforts on the part of the negotiators
an agreement cun 2 comprehensive ban on chemical weapons, drawing on the
experience acamulated siace the conclusion of the Convention, might be within
reach in the foreseeable future. There was, as e lad already menticned, a
closa, organic Iinterreiationship among exisgting treaties on disarmacent.
Tarly conclusion of a clemical weapons treaty was desirable in order to cover
wiataver grey areas might lie kretween bhicloglierl and chemical weaponz., The
succegsful outcoze of the current Review Conference would umdoubtedly improve
the prospects of the early conclusion of a chemical weapons freaty.

25, Article XIT of the Convention provided timt the Feview Comfarence should
take into accouct all achievements of gecience and tescinology relavant o the
Convention. The pepers prepared by the Dernsitary Statas and other

States Partles provided a satisfactory sumary of thoge developments. Hisg
delacation agreed with the conclusion that the Convention covered all the
regults of scientific and tecknical development relsvant to the weapons it was
intended to ban and considered that obligations assumed wmder the Convention
did pot impede scientific progress for peaceful purposes. His delecetion
considerad it to be of thke ulmost importance that Statas FParties should
increase their co-—operation in compliance with article X and was convinced
that the stronger scientific and economic relations keczme, and the livelier
the exchance of information in the peaceful uges of biology and biscteckmology,
the stronger would be the foundations of the Convention and the more
rossibilities theve would be of dispelling unfounded suspicicons.

26. His Govercment &id its utmost +o that end. + was = matter for regret
mwaever that scte of its initiatives in other intermational forums to foster
reaceful co-uperation in the field of biotachnology haéd not been to the liking
of scme States, most of them Farties to the Convention.

27. ®s delegation would participate in the proceedings of the Second Review
Conference with the firm determiration to contribate to its success, to
achieve a2 final declaration which weuld inconfrovertibly further strengtben
the Convention in a2ll its aspects. TFor that purpose it was desirable in his
delecation's view that States Parties slould reaffirm their commitment to the
chbligations assumed wmnder the Convention and their determination to prevent
misuse of the latest results of science and technolegy as well as thelr
resdiness to promote internmational co—eperation in the peaceful uses of
Motachnology with a view to increasing confidence among natlons. It w&as
esgsential tn urge States that mad not vet done so to accede to the Conventlion
in order to achieve universal adherence as socn as possible, EHis delegation
would take part in the proceedings of the Conference in that gpirit.

28, Mz, ROSE (Garman Demcoratic Republic) sz2id that the Convention panned z
whole class of weapons and thas furnished practical proof of the view that
means of mags destruction could be aliminated and the hmxzan xace freed from

the threats to its surviwval. Attempts to undermine or weaken wultilateral
agreements such as the Convention eon the preftext of rewvising chem shtould be
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vigorously opposed. Delegrtions to the Second Review Conference ashould use
the review process to gioe fresgh impetus to disarmament in a genvine spliritc of
co-cperation.

29. Tke soclalist countries mad recently pregsented new and faz-reaching
initiatives, the centreplece belng the Soviet proposal aired at riddiang the
worlé of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction by the year 2080, A
foew weeks sarlier, the Sovier Union Imd extended its unilateral momatorim on
nuclear tests %5 1 January 1587. After those initiatives the ball ws in the
other court. It was incmbent on the otber side td remove the obstacles
preventing the cessation of the arms race and further agreements in all
digarmament fields.

30. It was legltimate to ask whether the rapid development of the biolegical
sciences dd not make the abuse of scientific findings for military purposes
more likely. Tilat was particularly true of new pathogens, the modification of
exisgting micro—oreaniasns with enlanced multiplication capacity or the creation
of new ones, lncreases in the drug resistance of guch cr@nisns by genetic
engineering, the application of novel tachniques to develop vaccines and the
artificial production of toxins. In the light of those risks, it stould be
unambi guously affirmed that azticle I of the Covention was perfectly adequats
i cover all siteations and could cover every new develogment.

32L. The copcern that biclogical discoveries with military potential might
possibly pose a threat to the Convention had given rise to a discussion about
the verification procedures laid down. In that comnnection ke pointed out timt
prrticipants bad expressly recognized that articles V and VI set out flexible
internmational procedurzs, including the copvening of consuitative meetings at
the expert level by States parties. To date no ome md ever invoked those
procedures. BHe deplorad the attitude of countries which, whemever they were
about to increase their outiays on military hiology rasearch and development,
levelled accusations at other States Parties. Instead of undermining the
Convention in that way, it would be better to consider what measires which
would effectively enhance confidence in compliance might be envisaged on the
basis of the present text. His delegation would welcome a frank and
Ceonstructive "di'sctlssion"cn“’-.mt'"subjeCt.' P [ . e

32. Tre development of psaceful international co-operation to take advantage
of new biological findings, 25 called for under article X, was certainly an
essential weans of strengthkening tie Convention. In recent years,
conferences, seminars and training courses rad been organired in the

' Gexman Democratic Republic and contachs had been promoted between reseazch
institutions inm the FRepublic and their counterparts in Sweden, Finland, India,
the United States of Fmerica, France, the United Kingdom and other countries.
#{s country also co~operated closely with the otber members of the Council for
M:otpal Econcmic Assistance. In the medicel field, his country was working
tcge'ther with other countries, primariiy under WHO programmes, on the use of
bacterial and viral strains for veccination purroses, and the development of
izmune toxins for tumour therapy. '

33. Pursuant to articie IX, his country, together with ether soclalist
countries and other States, tad wade great efforts at botih the glokal and
regional levels to bring a2bout an early and comprehensive chremicl weapons

e
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Ban. It welcomed the progresz achieved in the negotiations at the Conference
on Disarmament. The object should ke to conclude the negotiations zo ther a
Araft convention could be gulmitted to the General Assembly not later than at
its forty-—-second session. Tat effort should not be hanperead by plans for tre
production of a new ceneration of chemiecal arms, the binary weapons.

34. In 1986 His country and the Crechoslovakx Soclalist Republic Iad sulmitted
to th= Federal Fepublic of Germany broad lines for negotiations on the
establishment of a2 zone free of clemicrl weapons im Europe. ¥His3 country
balieved that timt initlative would have a favourable impact on the
negotiations and the implementation of a comprehensive chemial weapons ban.

35. The Second Conference would kelp o gtrengthean the Convention if the
inal declaration underlined the undiminished gigruificance of the trearty,
reaffirmed the FParties® support for the principles and objectives of the
Convention and their commitzent to strich ohservance of i4s provisions, called

‘" on all other States to accede to the Convention, demanded an intensification

of internaticnal disarmament negotiations, especially the speedy conclusion of
a cktemical weapons treaty and gset forth generally accaptable measures to
strengthen the régime of the Convention. Els delecation was prepared *o do
its kBest to achieve those goals.

36, Mr., AEMAD (Pakistan) said that the Convention Imd een described as the
first intermaticnally negotiated genuine disarmament measurs which outlawed an
entire category of weapons of mass destruction. Concluded in 1972, the
Convention had entared into force three yearg® later and the First Review
Conference, beld in 1580, had I=lped to gstrengthen the régime established by
the Convention. Several Statez Partles kad called for the revision of some
provisiong and the First Conference Bad regretted the lack of progress in
nagotiating arn agreement on clemical weapons.

37. Since then strict compliance with the Conventicn and strengthening of its
provisions whers appropriatas, mad been called for by the internmational
comnunity through the General Assembly, in particular in resolution 37/98, of

which his country md been a co-sponsor. . The great strides recently made in

the area of biotechnology and genetic enginearing had increased £he potential
for the develorment of even more degtructive weapons. At the same time new
and more efficient technigques could be used +to produce wvecclnes to protect the
aggressor’s forces. It was well known tlhat bilological weapons Imd seldon been
used in the past because potential users were afraid of the danger to their
own forces and populations. Shonld those limiting factors be eliminatad as a
result of breaktihroughs in biotechrology., the risk that such weapons might be
used would be greatly increased.

38. In those cirauastances thers was urgent need to reviaw the operation of
the Convention and to strengthen the régime established by it and the

1925 Genava Protocol. In that connection it was gratifying that the number of
Statas Parties ad increased from 87 at the las:t Review Conference to 103.
Morescver States which In@ not vet acceded to the Convention were nevertimless
committed under the 1925 Protocol. It was to be toped that those States would
soon ratify the Convention, and that the aim of universzal adherence wurld e
realized in the near futura.
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39. His delecgation noted with gsatisfaction that no Srate had resorted to the
cemplaints procedure provided in article VI. Thers bad beer allegations of
infiringements but in the absence of adequate verification mechanismsg it hmd
not been posslble to come to any concluasive finding, a sitvation that once
more underlined the need for strengthening the Convention. Io his country's
view efforts to strengthen the Convention should concentrate on three areas,
improved procedures for verification of compliance 2nd gettlement of
camplaints, greater opemness and transparency of research in hiclogical
agents, enlanced co~operation betwee-x States in the peaceful application of
bilological sclencas.

40. -Tk= Final Dncument of the First Review Conference raflected the concern
of a large number of delegtions concerning the ipadegquacy of article V.

Since then the General Assembly had also stressed the need for a2 more
effective verification procadure in resalution 37/98 C. Theze were precedents
that could serve as a acdel for a more reliable verification system. Eis
delegation considered it completaly inmconsistent that some comntries which
approved the IAEA inspection system under the Treaty oz the Non-Frolifexzation
of Wzclear Weapons wers now oppoged %o strenghhening the verification
procedure under the Convention.

41. Thke revised verification system should provide for the estaklisbment of
fact-finding machinery to examine complaints made under the Conveation. The
machinery shoulid make use of technical experts whoe gshould carzy out their twsk
iz an impartial, non-politieml wry. Provision should alse be made to guard
aginst misuse of the wveto power in the Security Council when the procedure
I2id down in article VI was applied. With recgard to the time and modalities
for carTying out the necassary revisions in the wverifiction machinery, his
dalecation felt that they should be the subject of comsultations between
interested counhries.

42. Axticle I of the Convention prohibited the develomment, production etc.
of biclogiml agents of types and in quantities tkmat kad no justification for
prophylactic, protective or other peaceful parposes. The tymes of agents and
qz..ant:}.ties were not defired and there was cons* dev‘able BCORR for abuse. There
Twas a very fine line dividing research for peaceful purposes From Yeseirch for
military purposes. In order to eliminate misunderstandings there should be
greater transparency in research en biclogicl agents. Countries engaged in
such research should s0 inform the United ¥Matiorns Centre for Disarmament and
open thelir laboratories to interested scientists.

43. With recard to article X, 2 number of delegatious at the First Review
Conference, including higs own, had made concrete suggestions to increase
co~operation betwmen the developing and developed countries in regard to the
reaceful uses of biological agents and toxins., The Final Decument of that
Conference reflacted tiose concexrns. Unfortunately co-operation remained
insignifi cant and the background papers produced for the Confarence contalined
scanty information on the subject. Eisg delegation heped timt the current
Conference would take concrete steps toserds the establistment of adequate
inatitotional means within the United Mations system to facilitate the
e::cisang:e of gciantific and technologicl information for peaceful puroosss.
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44. Hiz delegation regretted that 15 years after the conclusion of the
Convention and despite the commitment gtated in the preamble and article IX, a
Ean on cherical weapons kad still not been achieved. That was principally
Sue to the fact tiat the cutstanding issues were viewed in an East-West
contedt. The Partles currently engaged in the negotiations in that field
ghould intensify their efforts to reach final agreement in 13587, Hz
deleqation boped that review confarences would contlimie o ke held, preferably
at five gyear intervals.

ELECTION OF VICE~PRESIDENTS OF THE CONFERENCE AND CHAIRMEN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN
OF THEE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, TER DRAFTING COMMITTEE AND THE CHEDENTIALS
COMMITTEE {agenda itam €) {continued)

45, The PRESIDENT said that candidates had been proposed for thse remaining
posts of Vica-President of the African Group, which proposed Bthiopia and the
Is+in Mmerican Group, which proposed Cuba and Peru. The Asian Group stated

2z it wemld inform him of its candidates as soon as possible. In the
..sence of objection he would take it thet the Confarence appointed Cuaba,
Echiopia, and Pera as Vice-~Presidents.

46, Tt was so decided.

The meeting rose at 4.35 p.m.




