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| NTRODUCTI ON

Eval uations were carried out on the Sin Nonbre virus, tetrodotoxin and
the di phtheria toxin fromthe List of human pathogens.

The results of these evaluations are discussed.
SI' N NOVBRE VI RUS

The area of distribution is South and North Anerica. The vectors are
rodents, primarily deer or certain hansters and rats. The virus causes severe
si ckness, whose principal manifestation is haenorrhagic fever with pul nonary
syndrone. Lethality is 47 per cent.

Eval uation according to criteria

1. [ Vectors or] Agents known to have been devel oped,
produced, stockpiled or used as weapons No data

2. Low i nfection dose or high toxicity Yes
3. [ Short incubation and] Hi gh level of norbidity No
4. High level of contagi ousness in popul ation No
5. Infection or intoxication [by variety of route,

especially] by respiratory route Yes
6. High level of incapacity or nortality Yes

7. No effective prophylaxis (i.e. imune sera,
vacci nes, antibiotics) and/or therapy avail abl e
and widely in use Yes

8. Stability in the environnent No data
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9. Difficulty of detection or identification [at the
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early stage] No data
10. Ease of production [and transportation] No data
Since this pathogen satisfies the principal criteria for human pat hogens, it
can be recomended for inclusion in the List.
TETRODOTOXI N

This toxin causes paralysis of the respiratory nmusculature as a result
of a direct effect on the respiratory and vasonotor centres, and i s nost
dangerous in aerosol use. |Inhalation of tetrodotoxin causes death within a
few m nutes. The node of attack is inhalation, absorption through the skin or
the per-oral route.

Eval uation according to criteria

1. [ Vectors or] Agents known to have been devel oped,

produced, stockpiled or used as weapons Yes
2. Low i nfection dose or high toxicity Yes
3. [ Short incubation and] H gh level of norbidity Yes
4. High level of contagi ousness in popul ation No
5. Infection or intoxication [by variety of route,

especially] by respiratory route Yes

6. High level of incapacity or nortality Yes

7. No effective prophylaxis (i.e. immune sera,
vacci nes, antibiotics) and/or therapy avail abl e and
widely in use Yes
8. Stability in the environnent Yes
9. Difficulty of detection or identification [at the
early stage] Yes
10. Ease of production [and transportation] No
Since this pathogen satisfies the principal criteria for human pat hogens, it
shoul d be included in the List.
Dl PHTHERI A TOXI N
Mode of attack: absorption through the skin or inhalation

Eval uation according to criteria

1. [ Vectors or] Agents known to have been devel oped,
produced, stockpiled or used as weapons No data
2. Low i nfection dose or high toxicity Yes

3. [ Short incubation and] H gh level of norbidity Yes
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Hi gh | evel of contagi ousness in popul ation No

Infection or intoxication [by variety of route,

especially] by respiratory route Yes
6. Hi gh | evel of incapacity or nortality Yes
7. No effective prophylaxis (i.e. inmune sera,

vacci nes, antibiotics) and/or therapy avail abl e

and widely in use No
8. Stability in the environnent No

Difficulty of detection or identification [at the

early stage] No
10. Ease of production [and transportation] No

Since this pathogen does not satisfy the bulk of the criteria for human
pat hogens, it should be deleted fromthe List.

The analysis was carried out using data fromthe scientific literature.



