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The working group included representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of the
Interior, Ministry of Welfare, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education and
Science, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development and the Prosecutor
General Office.

2 Source: The State Revenue Service.
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E.g., the provision on wage-earning employment and equal working conditions (Article 17 of the

Convention).

Judgment of 12 November 2020 in the case N0.2019-33-01.

The sample curricula for general education subjects ‘Social Science’ and ‘Politics and Law’

include topics on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. For example, students learning the

‘Social Science’ subject are taught tolerance towards those being different, to know and use the

opportunities for civil participation in school, municipal and national events, to understand that

people can have different religious, political or other views, to be tolerant towards opinions of

minorities, to accept and respect members of other groups. The content of general education

subject ‘Politics and Law’ and ‘Ethics’ was expanded to add topics of inclusion and the rights and

obligations of student in the mandatory teaching curriculum. The standard for optional general

education subject ‘Health Studies’ include such mandatory topics as reproductive health,

prevention of unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, sexuality and sexual

relations.

Source: Ministry of the Interior.

E.g., Identification and investigation of hate crimes’, ‘Criminal regulations pertaining to social

hatred and enmity, and theoretical and practical problems in applying them” and ‘Respect for

human rights in State Police activities’.

For example, in cooperation with LGBT and association Mozaika the State Police addresses

problems of hate speech, freedom of speech in mass media, social media and mass events, criminal

and legal characterisation of hate crimes and hate speech, and problems identifying them, as well

as the investigative tactics and specifics.

For example, since 2016, SIF conducts the project ‘Diversity Promotion’ of ESF, which provides

its target groups with motivation-boosting and support services, measures for creating inclusive

working environments and diversity in management for employers, as well as measures for

increasing the public understanding of the topics of promoting social inclusion and preventing

discrimination.

E.g., rape, sexual assault, bodily harm.

Section 104, Part 5 of the Criminal Procedure Law establishes the provision of a solicitor by the

state, if the protection of the rights and interests of a minor or a low-income adult, or an adult in

need are impaired or otherwise unavailable, or if the harm is caused to a person found, due to

physical or mental disability, to be a victim without consent who cannot be represented by any of

that person’s kin. Section 108, Parts 5 and 6 of the Criminal Procedure Law establishes the

provision of mandatory legal aid to minors who are victims of crimes associated with violence

caused by a person who the minor in question depends on financially or otherwise, or of crimes

against morals and sexual inviolability.

See Annex 1.1.

The State Police and local government officials, social workers, experts in the fields of protection

of children’s rights and healthcare, NGO experts.

See Annex 1.2.

Major activities carried out during the reporting period:
In 2016: the construction of the Olaine Prison Centre for the Addicted, renovation of Floor 1 of
Investigation Unit Building 1 of the Ilguciems Prison, renovation of Investigation Unit of the
Valmiera Prison, renovation of the living facilities of prisoner unit 7 of the Jekabpils Prison, and
construction of cells for persons with functional disabilities in the Riga Central Prison;
In 2017: the renovation of Building 5 of Griva Unit and reconstruction of the heating and water
supply lines of the Daugavpils Unit of the Daugavgriva Prison, as well as the renovation of the
Mother and Child Unit and water supply line repairs in the Ilguciems Prison. Renovation was
carried out in the Outpatient Care Building of the Olaine Prison, and the Food Unit of the Riga
Central Prison; main water supply lines were built in Buildings 1 and 4 of the Riga Central
Prison, sewer lines were renovated in its Buildings 4 and 5; prisons underwent water supply line
repairs, to ensure that their prisoners wash at least twice a week;
In 2018: shower rooms for prisoners were renovated and improved in all prisons, making it
possible for the prisoners to take showers at least twice a week. At the Riga Central Prison, the
prisoner living premises were renovated in Building 4 and partially, in Building 3; the walking
area was repaired. Preparations have begun for the completion of the project ‘Reconstruction of
the cell block and construction of walking areas at the Valmiera Prison’, and renovations of
living premises for prisoners were done in the Liepaja Prison, Ilguciems Prison, and
Daugavgriva Prison;
In 2019: Building 1 and the sewer system of the Daugavgriva Prison Griva Unit were renovated;
the living premises for prisoners were renovated in Unit 5 of the Tlguciems Prison; the living
premises of Unit 3 and ventilation system were renovated at the Jekabpils Prison; the living
premises of Unit 4 were renovated, and the windows were replaced in Buildings 1 and 4 of the
Jelgava Prison. Prison cells and the prison heating (hot water supply) system were renovated in
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the Liepaja Prison; prison cells in Buildings 1 and 3, as well as the walking area were renovated
in the Riga Central Prison; in the Valmiera Prison, the water supply system and solitary
confinement cells were renovated, a land reclamation system and walking areas were set up, and
the Residential Building was reconstructed.
For example, the ‘Basics of Rights’ subject includes 6 contact hours and covers such topics as the
fundamental human rights and freedoms, enforcement and protection of human rights, mutual
relation between human rights and obligations. The subject ‘International Laws and Regulations in
Criminal Punishment’ includes 4 contact hours, and is intended to familiarise officials with the
documents that govern the prohibition of torture and degrading treatment, thus providing the
officials with an understanding of the consequences and liability for illegal treatment and
unjustified use of force, and of the significance of creating a positive attitude towards prisoners
when on duty. Explanations on the mechanism for monitoring human rights are also included. As
part of the subject ‘Basics of Criminal Law’, the students are provided with basic knowledge of
criminal proceedings; the subject also includes topics pertaining to human rights and the
prohibition of torture in conducing investigative actions. The subject ‘Supervision in Prisons’
includes the sub-topic ‘Dynamic Security’. This topic also includes the learning of skills for
building relations between the prisoners and the prison staff based on the principles of dynamic
security, and the learning of topics pertaining to building respectful relations with the prisoners,
with particular attention to the issues directly associated with communication, and explanations on
how officials can prevent making mistakes and becoming involved in illegal activities that could
create unequal treatment in equal conditions, thus infringing on the right of the prisoner to equal
treatment.
Prisoners receive free of charge:
primary healthcare provided by the prison medical staff, except for the planned dental care;
urgent dental care;
secondary healthcare provided by the prison medical staff or the Latvian Prison Hospital, and if
the prisoner needs healthcare services that cannot be received at the prison or the Latvian Prison
Hospital, then based on medical indications, in medical facilities outside the prison;
most effective and cost-efficient medications prescribed by the prison medical staff;
healthcare services provided outside the prison paid from the national budget and based on
medical indications, in accordance with the laws and regulations governing the organisation and
funding of healthcare.
E.g., the legal framework to prosecute individuals who facilitate and support human trafficking has
been improved, better conditions for human trafficking victims to receive State-funded social
rehabilitation services and State compensation for victims have been created.
See Annex 1.3.
See Annex 1.4.
Source: Prosecutor General Office.
See Annex 1.5.
Source: The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs, data as of 1 July 2020.
Source: Ministry of Health.
Between 2018 and 2020, the Health Inspectorate received 59 complaints (24 in 2018, 23 in 2019,
and 12, in the first 11 months of 2020). 11 (6 in 2018, and 5 in 2019) of the complaints were
justified.
Source: Ministry of Welfare.
See Annex 1.6.
For example, Latvia and Polish schools in Latvia work closely together and receive support from
the Republic of Poland.
Since 2019, these measures take place in accordance with the National Identity, Civil Society and
Integration Policy Plan for 2019-2020.
Jelgava, Riga, Valmiera, Ventspils, and Vilaka.
Source: The Ministry of Education and Science.
See Annex 1.7.
See Annex 1.8.
E.g. the European Asylum Support Office guidelines for the identification of least-protected
people.
Since 2016, 889 specialists working with the target group and 90 journalists and editors have
received training supported by the Fund; 26 media entities received assistance to improve quality
of their work.
1347 third-country nationals have participated in the projects supported by the Fund.
69 women and 116 men.
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