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qui requièrent l’attention du Conseil 

  Note verbale datée du 6 septembre 2021, adressée  
au Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux droits  
de l’homme par la Mission permanente de la République 
d’Arménie auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève 

 La Mission permanente de la République d’Arménie auprès de l’Office des 

Nations Unies et des autres organisations internationales à Genève a l’honneur de transmettre 

les observations du Ministère arménien des affaires étrangères concernant les revendications 

territoriales de l’Azerbaïdjan à l’encontre de la République d’Arménie (voir l’annexe). 

 La Mission permanente de l’Arménie prie le Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies 

aux droits de l’homme de bien vouloir faire distribuer la présente note verbale et son annexe* 

en tant que document du Conseil des droits de l’homme, au titre du point 4 de l’ordre du jour. 

  

  

 * L’annexe est reproduite telle qu’elle a été reçue, dans la langue de l’original seulement. 
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  Annex to the note verbale dated 6 September 2021 from the 
Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

  Comments of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia dated 23 July 

2021 on the territorial claims of Azerbaijan against the Republic of 

Armenia 

Question: In an interview to the AzTV state television, the President of Azerbaijan Ilham 

Aliyev once again voiced territorial claims towards the Republic of Armenia. How would 

you comment on those statements? 

Answer: The President of Azerbaijan made a number of comments in his interview and we 

will address some of them, which clearly demonstrate the approaches of the Azerbaijani 

leadership to make the use of force a tool of regional policy. 

First, in the above-mentioned interview the President of Azerbaijan in fact acknowledges that 

the Azerbaijani armed units have infiltrated the territory of the Republic of Armenia, while 

justifying this action with a claim that “Zangezur is the land of our ancestors”. This is nothing 

but a gross violation of international law, as none of the international norms and principles 

accepts the attempt to occupy the territory of the neighbouring country, under such a 

historical, and in this case distorted “pretext.” 

It is noteworthy that along with these provocative actions, the President of Azerbaijan 

circulates the so called “Zangezur corridor” formulation which stands in full contradiction 

with the trilateral joint statements of November 9, 2020, and January 11, 2021, particularly 

the provision on unblocking the existing economic and regional links. While realizing that 

these claims, which violate the international law, are baseless, the Azerbaijani side tries to 

bring forward the argument of its readiness to use force to this end.  

Second, the President of Azerbaijan clearly indicates that the war unleashed against Artsakh 

was aimed at wiping out Nagorno-Karabakh from the map of the region and depriving the 

people of Artsakh of their homeland. Nagorno-Karabakh, as a territorial entity, is recognised 

in a number of international documents and Azerbaijan has either joined or expressed its 

consent to the majority of them. Reconsideration of its international commitments by 

Azerbaijan and the use of force will not lead to the disappearance of Nagorno-Karabakh from 

the international arena. 

This approach obviously pursues the goal of violating the human rights of the people of 

Artsakh, including the right to self-determination and territorial integrity of Artsakh.  

Third, Azerbaijan claims that in the post-war period it was able to impose its agenda on the 

international community. We do not deny that Azerbaijan has made such attempts and 

continues to do so, and these attempts are based on the approach of removing the Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict from the international agenda through the violation of Armenia's territorial 

integrity. The fact that the international community - the OSCE Minsk Group Co-

Chairmanship, the Co-Chair countries and many other international actors clearly states that 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is not resolved yet, best demonstrates that these attempts of 

Baku have failed. 

Fourth, Azerbaijan pursues the policy of deepening but not overcoming the humanitarian 

consequences of the war, which is particularly expressed through non-complying with its 

commitments to exchange prisoners of war, hostages and detained civilians, while 

persecuting them under trumped-up charges and consistently fueling Armenophobia. 

Fifth, the use of force, the threat of use of force cannot create lasting peace - it threatens all 

the countries and peoples of the region. 

Armenia will consistently defend the right of the Armenians of Artsakh to self-determination 

on the territory of Artsakh and the territorial integrity of the Republic of Armenia, on the 

basis of international law. 
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