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Note verbale datée du 28 février 2020, adressee au Haut-Commissariat
des Nations Unies aux droits de I’homme par la Mission permanente
de I’Arménie auprés de I’Office des Nations Unies a Genéve

La Mission permanente de la République d’Arménie auprés de I’Office des
Nations Unies et des autres organisations intemationales a Genéve présente ses
compliments au Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux droits de I’homme et a
I’honneur de lui faire tenir ci-joint la déclaration du Ministere des affaires étrangeres de
Républiqgue d’Arménie relative a l’arrét rendu par la Cour européenne des droits de
I’lhnomme dans I’affaire Saribekyanet Balyan c. Azerbaidjan (voirannexe).

La Mission permanente de I’Arménie prie le Haut-Commissariat de bien vouloir
faire distribuer la présente note verbale et ’annexe s’y rapportant* en tant que document de
la quarantetroisiéme session du Conseil des droits de I’lhomme, au titre du point 4 de
I’ordre du jour.

* L’annexe est reproduite telle qu’elle a été regue, dans la langue de I’original seulement.
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Annex to the note verbale dated 28 February 2020 from the Permanent
Mission of Armeniato the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights

The statement of the Foreign Ministry of Armenia on the ECHR ruling
on “Saribekyan and Balyan vs Azerbaijan” case

On January 30 the European Court of Human Rights ruled in the case of Saribekyan and
Balayan vs Azerbaijan. It is related to the death circurrstances of the citizen of the Republic
of Armenia Manvel Saribekyan at the Military Police Department of the Ministry of
Defence of Azerbaijan. On September 11, 2010, Manvel Saribekyan due to bad weather
conditions lost his way in the borderline of Tavush region of Armeniaand found himself on
the Azerbaijani side. A month later Saribekyan’s body was returned to the Armenian side.
According to the Azerbaijani version the Armenian shepherd had committed suicide at the
Military Police Department of the Azerbaijani Defense Ministry.

It should be recalled that the Azerbaijani side had initiated criminal proceedings against
Manvel Saribekyan on obviously false charges and forced himto appear on the Azerbaijani
TV by means oftorture.

The European Court of Human Rights has concluded that the fundamental human rights
enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights (hereinafter: the Convention) of
the citizen of the Republic of Armenia were breached, particularly substantive and
procedural aspects of the Right to Life (Article 2 of the Convention), as well as breach of
Article 3 of the Convention prohibiting torture, as the European Court of Human Rights
undoubtedly ruled that Saribekyan was subjected to very serious and cruel suffering and
that it was carried out intentionally on a detained person under the exclusive control of the
Azerbaijaniauthorities.

The ruling is unprecedented: for the first time the European Court of Human Rights has
found Azerbaijan’s responsibility for the deprivation of life of the citizen of Armenia and
established that the citizen of the Republic of Armenia died as a result of the violent actions
of others, notably personnel at the Military Police Department of Azerbaijan.

This ruling once again demonstrates that Azerbaijan is overtly violating its international
human rights obligations. It ako indicates that every Armenian who would fall under the
control of the Azerbaijani authorities, regardless of his or her status, is subjected to a life
threat.

The Republic of Armenia will continue its consistent efforts to ensure security of the
citizens of Armenia and the Armenianpeople and achieve justice.
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