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Nota verbal de fecha 6 de junio de 2019 dirigida a la Oficina
del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos
Humanos por la Mision Permanente de Azerbaiyan

ante la Oficina de las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra

La Mision Permanente de la Republica de Azerbaiyan ante la Oficina de las
Naciones Unidas y otras organizaciones internacionales en Ginebra saluda atentamente a la
Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos, y tiene
el honor de presentar adjunto un comunicado del gabinete de prensa del Ministerio de
Relaciones Exteriores de la Repulblica de Azerbaiyan con motivo del aniversario de la
ocupacion del distrito de Kelbayar por las fuerzas armadas de la Republica de Armenia
en 1993 y del recrudecimiento del conflicto a lo largo de la linea de fuego en abril de 2016
(véase el anexo).

La Mision Permanente de la Republica de Azerbaiyan ante la Oficina de las
Naciones Unidas y otras organizaciones internacionales en Ginebra solicita a la Oficina del
Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos que tenga a bien
distribuir la presente nota verbal y su anexo* como documento del 41" periodo de sesiones
del Consejo de Derechos Humanos en relacion con el tema 4 de la agenda.

* Se reproduce tal como se recibié, en el idioma en que se present6 Gnicamente.

GE.19-15814 (S) 061119 061119

VAR W Se rucga reciear 0 Rl
*1 915814 %




A/HRC/41/G/24

Annex to the note verbale dated 6 June 2019 from the
Permanent Mission of Azerbaijan to the United Nations
Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Statement of the Press Service of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on the anniversary of occupation of the Kalbajar
district of Azerbaijan in 1993 and April escalation in 2016

On April 2, 1993 the Kalbajar district of Azerbaijan was occupied by armed forces
of Armenia. Kalbajar, locating beyond the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, was
occupied as a result of offensive operation mainly carried out from the territory of Armenia
by use of heavy weaponry, Mi-24 helicopter gunships and advanced fixed wing aircrafts of
Armenia.

As a result of the occupation, up to 60.000 inhabitants of Kalbajar were subjected to
ethnic cleansing and expelled from their native lands, 511 innocent civilians were killed,
and 321 persons were taken hostage or went missing. Currently, more than 70.000 Kalbajar
residents are temporarily residing in different regions of Azerbaijan as internally displaced
persons (IDPs).

Armenian occupation destroyed the rich historical-cultural heritage of Kalbajar. The
original architectural features of cloisters belonging to the ancient Albanian Christian
heritage of Azerbaijan and having no connection with the Armenian Church were changed
and artificially made Armenian.

Natural mineral resources of Kalbajar are subject to illegal exploitation. Since 2002,
Base Metals CJSC, which is a wholly owned by subsidiary of the Armenia's Vallex Group
CJSC, registered in Liechtenstein, has been exploiting Gyzylbulag underground copper-
gold mine near Heyvaly village in the Kalbajar district. Since 2007, GPM Gold, a
subsidiary of GeoProMining Ltd., has been extracting ore in Soyudlu gold mine. The
satellite images show that the exploitation of the resources in the mine is expanding.

The Vardenis-Aghdara highway through the occupied Kalbajar district of
Aczerbaijan is directly linked to gaining access to the areas in the occupied territories rich in
natural resources and to facilitate extracting goods and minerals out of the occupied
territories to Armenia and international markets.

Along with the above-mentioned, Armenia, in blatant violation of the international
humanitarian law, transfers settlers of Armenian origin to the occupied Kalbajar district,
with a view to change demographic features of these territories.

In response to the occupation of the Kalbajar district, the President of the UN
Security Council issued statement on 6 April, 1993. Then, UN Security Council adopted
resolution 822, which reaffirmed “the inviolability of international borders and the
inadmissibility of the use of force for the acquisition of territory” and “demanded
immediate withdrawal of all occupying forces from the Kalbajar district and other recently
occupied areas of Azerbaijan”. Following the adoption of this, the CSCE Minsk Group
worked out the “timetable of urgent steps” to implement the resolution.

Armenia until now continues to disregard the implementation demands of the UN
SC resolutions.

Escalation of situation along the line of contact on April 2, 2016 as the result of
attacks by the armed forces of Armenia on settlements densely populated Azerbaijani
civilians with heavy weapons once again demonstrated that the illegal presence of armed
forces of Armenia in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan remains major threat to regional
peace and security. In response to the attacks of Armenia, the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan
have taken counter-measures, which resulted in providing security for the Azerbaijani
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civilians residing in close vicinity of the line of contact through liberation of strategically
important territories and heights from occupation

Armenia has to understand that occupation of Azerbaijan’s lands, including Kalbajar
district is temporary. The only way to achieve a durable and lasting peace is to ensure the
unconditional and complete withdrawal of the Armenian armed forces from the occupied
territories of Azerbaijan, the exercise by the forcibly displaced persons of their inalienable
right to return to their places of origin in safety and dignity.

The Armenian side, instead of wasting time and misleading its own people and the
international community, must cease its policy of annexation and ethnic cleansing, and
comply with its international obligations, as well as the demands of the relevant United
Nations Security Council resolutions and decisions of other international organizations.
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