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CoBeT Mo npaBaM 4eJjioOBeKa
Tpuauars mecras ceccust

11-29 cents6ps 2017 rona

[IyHKT 4 IOBECTKHU AHS

CuTyanuu B 00J1aCTH PaB YeJIOBEKA,
TpeOywiue BHUMAHUA co0 cTOopoHbl CoBeTa

IMucemo IlocTtosinHOro npeacrasurest I'pysuu npu
Otaenennn Opranuzanuu O0beanneHHbIx Hanmi

U IPYTUX MEeXKAYHAPOAHBIX opranu3anusax B Kenese

ot 23 okTsa0ps 2017 rona na ums Ilpeacenarens CoBera
10 MPaBaM 4YeJI0BeKa

HMero yecTh IpencTaBUTh HACTOSLINN JOKYMEHT B CBSI3H C NMPOJOJIKAOMEHCs
MTOJINTUKON 3THUYECKOHM YUCTKH B OTHOIICHWH IPY3MHCKOTO HACEICHHS B OKKYIHPO-
BaHHBIX palioHax ['py3un (cM. npuioxeHne) DTOT JOKYMEHT OCHOBAH Ha HH(OpMaIuu
13 pa3IMYHBIX MCTOYHMKOB, BKJIIOYAs TOKJIanbl yupexaeHunid Opranusanun O0bean-
HeHHbIX Hamuit u Apyrux MexayHapoAHBIX OpraHU3aINil.

OTHHYECKHE TPY3UHBI, OCTAIOIHECS B OKKYITUPOBAaHHBIX AOxa3nu u L[xnHBamb-
CKOM paloHe, JIMIIEHb OCHOBHBIX IpPaB YEJIOBEKA M I10 CTOSIHHO ABJISIOTCS 00BEKTOM
HAaCHJIUS 1O ATHUYECKOMY IPU3HAKY M APYTrUX (OPM IHCKPUMHUHAIUU IO dTHHYE-
CKOMY NpHU3HaKy. Bce 3T0 sBIsSeTCS 4acThiO MEJIEHANPaBICHHON U CHCTeMaTHYeCKOn
MOJINTHKY OKKYIHPYIONIEH JepXKaBbl M0 MOJHOW TUKBUAAIMHI NPUCYTCTBUS TPY3HH B
3TUX PETHOHAaX U JHMIICHHWIO BHYTPEHHE MEPEeMEIICHHBIX JUI] UX MOCJIEIHEH HaJleK bl
Ha BO3BpallleHHE B CBOM J0Ma.

OTa cuTyanus MO-MpeXHEMY BBI3BIBaCT 00€CIIOKOCHHOCTh, 0COOCHHO C yU4eTOM
MMOJTHOTO OTCYTCTBHS Ha MECTaxX KaKUX-TH00 MEeXIyHapOIHBIX mpeacTaBuTenei. He-
CMOTpsI Ha HEOJHOKpaTHbIe ycunus BepxoBHoro komuccapa Opranm3anuun OObenu-
HEeHHBIX Hamuii mo mpaBam 4eoBeKa W MPsIMOH MPU3BIB, C KOTOPEIM oOpatuiics CoBeT
[0 MpaBaM 4YeloBeKa B CBOCH pesomonuu 34/37, oKKynupyromas JepxaBa U €€ pe-
’KHUMbI Ha MECTax BHOBb OTKa3aJid NpeJCTaBUTENsIM YIpaBieHusi BepXxoBHOro Komuc-
capa B JOCTyIEe K 000MM peruoHaM.

B aToii cBsA3M OBl OBl BechMa Ipu3HaTeNeH BaM 3a pacnpocTpaHeHHne HAcTOA-
IIeTO MUChMa W MPWJIOKEHHUS K HeMy* B BHUJIe JIOKyMEHTa TPUALATh IIECTOH CECCHU
CoBera 1o mmpaBaM 4eJOBEKa B paMKaXxX ITYHKTa 4 MMOBECTKH JIHS.

({Ioonucw) Hlansa HuckapamBuian
IMocon, IlocTosIHHBIN NpeaCTaBUTEIND

* BOCHpOI/ISBOﬂI/ITCﬂ B TOM BHAEC, B KAKOM OHO OBLIO IIOJIYy4Y€HO, TOJIBKO Ha A3BIKE OpHUI'MHala.
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Annex to the letter dated 23 October 2017 from the
Permanent Representative of Georgia to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva
addressed to the President of the Human Rights Council

Continuous ethnic cleansing against Georgian population in
occupied regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia
of Georgia

Introduction

As a result of a well-planned and systematically implemented occupation policy of
the Russian Federation on the territory of Georgia, since 1991 hundreds of thousands of
people have been expelled en masse from their homes to become IDPs and refugees. Property
of ethnic Georgians has been deliberately destroyed. Those ethnic Georgians remaining in
the occupied territories have continuously been subject to severe ethnic discrimination.

The ethnic cleansing in 1990s in the regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South
Ossetia

Starting in 1991 and exacerbated through the 1992-1993 conflict, ethnic Georgian
population was subject to atrocities including acts of murder, torture, rape and pillage in both
regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia. Even those Georgians who were
determined to leave the area in an attempt to escape were nonetheless targeted and
persecuted.

As a result of the conflict in 1991-1992, approximately 50 000 persons have been
expelled from Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia.! To escape the atrocities, the entire ethnic
Georgian population (i.e. more than 300 000) was forced to flee from Abkhazia region by
1994. New violence in May 1998 has additionally driven out around 40 000 people from
Abkhazia region.

The ethnic cleansing during the August 2008 Russian-Georgia war

The Russian military aggression against Georgia in August 2008 brought a new wave
of massive ethnic cleansing of the Georgian population from the areas under Russian control.
The widespread violence against Georgian civilians included acts of killings, torture, rape,
looting and burning of their houses. As a result, 135 000 persons were expelled from
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. 35 000 from them remained displaced.? All Georgian
villages in this region were burned down and destroyed in order to preclude any return of the
expelled population.?

At the same time, approximately 1 500 people out of 1 900 were forced to flee from
Kodori gorge, Upper Abkhazia.

New wave of ethnic cleansing under Russian occupation

Since 2008 the ethnic discrimination against Georgians has continued in the occupied
territories forming the ground for another wave of ethnic cleansing. The ethnic Georgian
population are deprived of basic human rights, such as the right to freedom of movement,
residence and property, right to receive education in native language, and are target of
ethnically based violence and other forms of discrimination on ethnic grounds. Human rights
violations systematically taking place in the occupied territories include but are not limited
to: violation of the right to life and security, torture and ill-treatment, kidnapping and arbitrary
detention. Several hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons and refugees are
still deprived of the right to return to their homes.

! See UNHCR data at: http://www.unhcr.org/3e23eb546.pdf.
2 The EU mandated Independent International Fact-Finding Mission.
3 UN satellite images See at http://unitar.org/unosat/maps/GEO.
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For years, the right to property has been subject to systematic and gross violations in
the occupied regions of Georgia. Hundreds of houses of ethnic Georgians have been burned
and destroyed deliberately during and after the August 2008 Russia-Georgia War. This
practice continues on a regular basis. In 2017, several cases were registered in Akhalgori
district (Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia), mainly populated by ethnic Georgians, when the
houses abandoned by them were deliberately burnt and looted. The recent case occurred in
September 2017 when according to the representatives of the occupation regime in
Tskhinvali, within the Russian investment programme, the process of destruction of 268
houses started in the village Eredvi (populated by ethnic Georgians before the 2008 war) with
the aim to distribute the land of the former Georgian settlement to the people residing in the
occupied region. Moreover, the property of the local Georgian population continues to be
expropriated as a result of razor wire fences and other artificial barriers constructed in the
middle of private farmlands and orchards.

Since 2015 Georgian language has been banned as a language of instruction in the
first four grades at remaining 11 Georgian schools in Gali district, gradually resulting in total
restriction of education in native language in Abkhazia region. In the academic year 2015-
2017, about 4000 pupils were deprived of the right to get the education in native Georgian
language. This counters their willingness to study in Georgian and their capacity to study in
Russian. Similar process was initiated in Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia. Since September
2017 education in native language has been banned in Georgian schools of Akhalgori, Znauri
and Sinaguri (grades 1 to 4 — at the first stage). This decision affected about 100 pupils in
the 2017-2018 academic year. This evidences Russia’s far-reaching strategy aimed at erasing
Georgian traces and identity in order to succeed in the process of russification of the occupied
regions.

Recently the occupation regime in Sokhumi has started forced distribution of so-called
residence permits in Gali district. Thus, on the grounds of ethnic origins, the local Georgian
population, who were born and grown up in Abkhazia and are residents of this region in three,
four and more generations, are compelled to register as foreigners in the places of their origin.
Even with those so-called residence permits ethnic Georgian population are subject to
additional restrictions of rights to residence, work and property. Furthermore, the people with
low income, HIV/AIDS infection or drug addiction, and also those who were subject to
administrative responsibility twice or more times or spent more than 6 months outside
Abkhazia/Tskhinvali regions are denied the possibility to receive even so-called residence
permits, i.e. any document identifying a person.

Besides, ethnic Georgians residing in Gali district of Abkhazia region are forced to
change their surnames and ethnic identity into Abkhazian ones in order to enjoy basic human
rights otherwise inaccessible for Gali population. This way they are put under severe pressure
either to denounce their ethnic roots or to flee from the region.

The attempt to erase Georgian trace in Abkhazia region is also vivid in the policy of
changing of toponyms of cities, villages and streets and obliteration of Georgian cultural
heritage sites inside as well as beyond Gali district.

All the above leads to the evident conclusion that the acts of violence carried out
against the ethnic Georgian population over the last twenty five years have been part of a
well-directed and systematic policy of the Russian Federation to ethnically cleanse the
Georgian regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia.

Position of International community

The international community has been clear and vocal in attesting the ethnic cleansing
in the regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia of Georgia, calling for the
necessity to guarantee the right to safe and dignified return of all IDPs and refugees to their
homes.

The ethnic cleansing of the Georgian population in Abkhazia region is ascertained in
numerous international documents:
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UN — SC Resolution 876(1993), October 19, 1993; GA Resolution A/RES/62/249 —
May 2008; Report of the Secretary-General's fact-finding mission to investigate
human rights violations in Abkhazia, Republic of Georgia, 1993

EU — Report of the EU mandated Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on
the Conflict in Georgia, 2009

OSCE summit declarations — Budapest Document 1994, Lisbon Declaration 1996,
Istanbul Document 1999

European Parliament resolutions — on the situation in Georgia — 2008; November
2011; December 2014

PACE resolutions — 1633 — October 2008; 1647, 1648 — January 2009; 1664 — April
2009; 1683 — September 2009; 1990 — April 2014

NATO PA Declaration — The Conflict between Georgia and the Russian Federation,
2008

US Department of State annual country report on human rights of 1993.

Numerous documents address the issues of the right to return as well as violations of

human rights in the regions of Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, including:

Report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights — 2017

UNGA Resolutions on the status of internally displaced persons and refugees from
Abkhazia, Georgia, and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia

UNSG Annual Reports
CoE SG Consolidated Reports
CoE CMD Decisions

OSCE PA declarations — Monaco 2012; Istanbul 2013; Baku 2014; Helsinki 2015;
and Thilisi 2016

OSCE PA Resolutions - Monaco 2012, Thilisi 2016.

However, notwithstanding the attempts and direct calls by the international

community the Russian Federation deliberately hinders the implementation of the
fundamental right of return and obstructs the access of international human rights monitoring
mechanisms on the ground. Moreover, through the policy of blackmailing the Russian
Federation prevents the meaningful discussion of these issues at Geneva International
Discussions, precluding any progress in this regard.

Firm stance of international society is crucial to keep the issue high in the international

agenda and counter Russia’s illegal and provocative actions, in order to stop the ethnic
discrimination and provide security and human rights in Georgia’s occupied regions. It is
essential to succeed on safe and dignified return of IDPs and refugees to their homes and
ensure the access of international human rights monitors on the ground.
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