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OCYIIECTBJIEHUE PE3OJIIOIUH 60/251 TEHEPAJIBHOM ACCAMBJIEN
OT 15 MAPTA 2006 TOJA, O3ATJIABJIEHHOM
"COBET IIO ITPABAM YEJIOBEKA"

IIucoM0 MEUHHCTPA MHOCTPAHHBIX e XopBaTuu ot 21 nrons 2006 roga Ha ums

IIpencenaresss CoBera no npaBaM 4eJ0BeKa

HNmero gects cooOmuts Bam o ToMm, uto 19 nrons 2006 roxa B JKeHeBe KeHITUHBI-
MUHHCTPBI HHOCTPaHHBIX Jen u3 bap6anoca - bumm Munnep; Xopsaruu - Konuaaa ['pabap-
Kuraposuu; Jluxtenmreiina - Puta Kubep bek; IlIBetinapun - Munumma Mansmu-Peii; npyrue
BBICOKOTIOCTABJICHHBIC JJOJPKHOCTHBIC JIUIA U PYKOBOJIUTEIH BBICOKOTO YPOBHS U3 SIMOHHM -
3aMECTUTENIh MUHUCTPA MHOCTPAHHBIX Jien Akuko SImaHaka; Mo3amMOHWKa - MUHUCTD FOCTHITUN
Ocnepanca MauaBena, Pyanapl - MUHUCTp rocTulinu Dana Mykabarsusa; Ypyras -
3aMECTUTENIh MUHUCTPA MHOCTPAHHBIX Jien benena Dppepa; BepxoBHBIN kKoMuccap 1Mo MpaBaM
yenoBeka JIynza ApOyp; 3amectuTens BepxoBHOro komuccapa 1o mpaBaM 4yesnoBeka Mexp XaH
Yunesamc u naypeat HobeneBckoit npemun mupa Banrapu Martau B iepro1 mpoBeeHUs TTePBOi
ceccuu CoBeTa 110 IIpaBaM 4eJIOBeKa OpraHU30BaJId COBEIaHUE JIIT 0OMEHA OIBITOM 1
MHEHHSIMH TI0 ITpobJieMaM IpaB 4yesioBeka u pedopmupoBanus Opranuzanuu OO0beIMHEHHBIX
Haruii, a Taxke 1Mo BOIpocy 00 y4acTHH KEHIIMH B TIOJUTUYECKON U OOIIIECTBEHHON KU3HH.

YyacTHUKH COBCIIAaHUS CAUHOIIIACHO ITPHUHAIN ITPpUIaracMocC HUKE 3agBaeHue 00 Y4aCTuu
*
JKCHIIHUH B IMOJUTUYCCKOH X XKU3HHU, KOTOPOC OBLIO MMpCIJIOKCHO XOpBaTI/IeI/I .

BOCHpOI/ISBOIII/ITCSI B IIPHUJIOKCHUHU B IMOJIYUCHHOM BHAC TOJIBKO HaA SA3bIKC ITPCACTABICHUA.
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JlanHOE 3as1BIIEHUE TAKXKE MOJIYUUIIO 0100peHNe 3aMECTUTENS TPEMbEep-MUHHUCTPA
Ucnanuu r-xu Mapuu Tepessl @epHanpaecs ne na Bera; unena EBporneiickoil koMuccuu,
3aHMMAIOIIET0Cs BOPOCAMH BHEIIHUX CHOIICHUN U €BPONEHCKOM MOMUTUKH T0OPOCOCEICKIX
oTHoLIeHUH r-)xu benutel @eppepo BanpaHep, a Takke BOCBMH IPYTUX KEHITMH-MUHUCTPOB
WHOCTpaHHbIX 1en - Ypeynsl [Ltacchuk, Jlopel bakosuuc, Kunnaet Aénu, Tunnu JIuBau, Minaku
Murtpesoii, Auabl @oturu u Hkocapansl Jnamuau 3ymsl.

51 Oyny B BBICILIEH CTENIEHU NTPU3HATENbHA 32 U3/JaHUE HACTOSIIEro 3asiBICHHSI B KAUeCTBE
OQUIMATBHOTO T0KyMeHTa nepBoi ceccuu CoBeTa o MpaBaM 4eIOBeEKa.

IToanuce: Komuuna I'PABAP-KUTAPOBHNY,
MuHHCTpP HHOCTPAHHBIX J1€]1 XOpBaTUU
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Annex
STATEMENT
by the Women Ministers of Foreign Affairs and High Officials

on the Participation of Women in political life on the margins
of the 1st session of the Human Rights Council

We, women ministers, participating at the 1st session of the Human Rights Council, have
to raise our voice against all existing forms of discrimination against women including cultural
stereotypes and prejudices, and point out the need for ensuring full and targeted attention to end
discrimination of women in political and public life.

Creation of the Human Rights Council is providing us with the unique opportunity to
locate women’s human rights at the heart of its work and to integrate these rights fully in all
agendaitems.

Realization of the principle of equality of women and men is a precondition for the
functioning of any democratic society. This principle has been embodied in the constitutions and
laws of many countries and in al key international instruments but its practical realization in
political and public lifeisstill far away.

Examining the present political landscape, it is evident that women are very much
underrepresented in the political institutions and in public lifein general. Even though some
progress has been achieved since the introduction of policies and programmes resulting in an
increase in women'’ s participation in decision-making processes at the local, national and
international levels, there are still economic, social and cultural barriersthat limit their active
participation.

Women'’ s active participation at all levels of decision-making processesis essentia for
achieving the goals of gender equality, development and peace and for strengthening of
democracy, aswell as for the advancement of the society asawhole. We are aso strongly
convinced that the empowerment of women and their effective participation in all spheres of life
are essentia tools in the prevention and elimination of gender-based discrimination and all forms
of violence against women.

Recalling the framework of international standards of equality and of participation of
women and men in public life, including those enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights, Convention on the Elimination
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of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Political Rights of
Women, we underline that women have, on equal terms with men and without any
discrimination, the right to vote in al elections and to be eligible for election, to hold public
office and exercise all public functions established by national law.

We take this opportunity to declare our support to the outcome of the 2005 World Summit
which reaffirmed that the full and effective implementation of the goals and objectives of the
Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action is an essential contribution for the achievement
of internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.

In light of the persistent gap between women'’s de iure and de facto equality, we urge
governments to implement effective temporary special measures to accelerate the achievement of
women's de facto equality.

The review and amendment of existing electoral laws is a precondition to enhance
women’'s equal participation and we therefore call upon governments to adopt temporary specia
measures, such as provided for by the general recommendation No. 25 of the CEDAW
Committee, including, setting benchmarks, for achieving equitable representation of women in
elected positions and assisting women candidates to develop their skills, capacities and expertise.
We are deeply convinced that, in the long run, it will result in the development of policies and
programmes building a critical mass of women in strategic economic, social and political
positions, and thus having a genuine impact on political life of any country.

In this regard, we fully subscribe to strategies aimed at involving men in the promotion of
gender equality and the empowerment of women as well as fostering an enabling environment in
decision-making processes at al levels, including measures for reconciliation of family and
employment responsibilities.

We express our full commitment to undertake measures to eliminate occupational
segregation and gender wage gaps in the labour market, and to develop strategies to eliminate
gender stereotypes, including in the education system. We strongly recommend to all
governments to set up a statistical system for successful monitoring of the progress of equality in
all public sectors.

We, women ministers, will endure in our request for the removal of all barriersin order to
achieve practical realization of gender equality in political and public life.

Geneva, 19 June 2006



