UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly
Distr.

LI M TED

A C.3/52/L. 15/ Rev. 1
6 November 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
THI RD COWM TTEE
Agenda item 105

ADVANCEMENT COF WOMEN

Bangl adesh, Bel gi um Bhutan, Burkina Faso, China, Costa Rica,

Cuba, Dom nican Republic, Ethiopia, Georgia, G eece, CGuinea,

Haiti, Indonesia, Ilreland, Janmi ca. Kazakhstan, Kenya,

Kyrgyzstan, ©Madagascar, Mauritania, Mngolia, Mzanbique,

Myanmar, Net herl ands, N geria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama,

Philippines, Portugal. San Mrino, Senegal and Turkey:
revised draft resol ution

| nprovenent of the situation of wonen in rural areas

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 34/14 of 9 Novenber 1979, in which it endorsed the
Decl arati on of Principles and the Programe of Action as adopted by the Wrld
Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Devel opnent,! and its resolutions 44/78
of 8 Decenber 1989, 48/109 of 20 Decenber 1993 and 50/165 of 22 Decenber 1995,

Recalling also the inportance attached to the problens of rural wonmen by
the Nairobi Forward-|ooking Strategies for the Advancenent of Wnen? and by the
Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action,?

! See Report of the Wrld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Devel opment, Ronme, 12-20 July 1979 (WCARRD/ REP), transnitted to the General
Assenbly by a note by the Secretary-Ceneral (A/ 34/485).

2 Report of the Wrld Conference to Review and Apprai se the Achi evenents of
the United Nations Decade for Whnen: Equality, Devel opnent and Peace, Nairobi,
15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 85.1V.10), chap. I,
sect. A

3 Report of the Fourth Woirld Conference on Wonen, Beijinag,
4-15 Septenber 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 96.1V.13), chap. I,
resolution 1, annexes | and I1I.
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Recalling further its resolution 47/174 of 22 Decenber 1992, in which it
wel coned the adoption of the Geneva Declaration for Rural Winen by the Summit on
the Economi c Advancenent of Rural Wénen, held at Geneva in February 1992, 4 and
urged all States to work for the achi evenment of the goals endorsed in that
Decl ar ati on,

Wl com ng the grow ng awareness of CGovernnments of the need for strategies
and progranmes to inprove the situation of women in rural areas,

Wl coming also the Declaration and Pl an of Action adopted by the
Mcrocredit Summt, held at Washington, D.C., in February 1997, in which
mcro-finance is identified as an inportant instrunment of poverty alleviation
i ncluding for rural women,?®

Noting with deep concern that the economc and financial crises in many
devel opi ng countries have severely affected the soci o-econom ¢ status of wonen,
especially in rural areas, and the continuing rise in the nunber of rural wonen
living in poverty, including girls and ol der wonen,

M ndful of the need for fuller recognition and appreciation of the
contribution of rural wonmen to soci o-econom ¢ devel oprent, incl udi ng human
capi tal devel opnent,

M ndful also that despite the global trend towards rapid urbanization
devel opi ng countries are still largely rural and will continue to be so in the
years to cone,

Recogni zi ng the urgent need to take appropriate nmeasures ainmed at further
i nproving the situation of wonen in rural areas,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the inprovenent
of the situation of wonen in rural areas;?®

2. Invites Menber States, in their efforts to inplenent the outcome of
the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent, the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Rights, the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent, the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opment, the Fourth Wirld
Conference on Wnen, the Wrld Food Sutmit, and the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), bearing in mnd also the Geneva Decl aration for
Rural Wonen, to attach greater inportance to the inprovenment of the situation of
rural wonen, including older wonen, in their national devel opment strategies,
payi ng special attention to both their practical and strategi c needs, by,
inter alia:

4 A 47/ 308- E/ 1992/ 97, annex.
5 A/52/113-F/ 1997/ 18, annex |.

5 A/ 52/ 326.
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(a) Integrating the concerns of rural wonmen into national devel opnent
policies and programres, in particular by placing a higher priority on budgetary
allocation related to the interests of rural wonen;

(b) Strengthening national nachineries and establishing institutiona
| i nkages anong governnental bodies in various sectors and non-governrment a
organi zations that are concerned with rural devel opnent;

(c) Increasing the awareness of rural wonen of their rights and their role
in political and socio-econom ¢ devel opnent;

(d) Increasing the participation of rural wonen in the decision-naking
process at the local and national |evels;

(e) Designing and revising |laws to ensure that wonen have equal access to
and control over land, unnediated by nmale relatives, in order to end land rights
di scrimnation; according women secure use rights and full representation in the
deci si on-meki ng bodies that allocate land and other forns of property, credit,

i nformation and new technol ogi es; and, in the inplenentation of the Beijing
Platformfor Action, according wonen full and equal rights to own |and and ot her
property, inter alia, through inheritance; |and reform programes shoul d begin
by acknow edgi ng the equality of women's rights to |and and take ot her neasures
to increase land availability to poor wonen and nen;

(f) Investing in the human resources of rural women, particularly through
health and literacy progranmes and soci al support neasures;

(g) Pronoting and strengthening mcro-financing progranmmes, cooperatives
and ot her enpl oynment opportunities;

(h) Ensuring that wonen's unpaid work and contributions to on-farm and
of f-farm production, including incone generated in the infornal sector, are
visible and recorded in econom ¢ surveys and statistics at the national |evel;

3. Requests the international community and rel evant United Nations
organi zati ons and bodies to pronote further the realization of the progranmes
and projects ained at the inprovenent of the situation of rural women within the
overall framework of integrated followup to recent gl obal conferences;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to prepare, in consultation with Menber
States and rel evant United Nations organi zations, a report on the inplenmentation
of the present resolution and to submt it, through the Econom c and Soci a
Council, to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session



