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  Lettre datée du 6 mai 2019, adressée au Secrétaire général 

par le Représentant permanent de la Chine 

auprès de l’Organisation des Nations Unies 
 

 

 Le deuxième Forum pour la coopération internationale « une Ceinture, une 

Route » s’est déroulé avec succès à Beijing du 25 au 27 avril 2019. Je vous remercie 

de votre participation et de votre précieuse contribution à cet événement. J’ai 

l’honneur de vous faire tenir ci-joint, pour information, le texte du discours principal 

prononcé par le Président Xi Jinping, lors de la cérémonie d’ouverture du Forum le 

26 avril (voir annexe I) et la déclaration commune de la Table ronde des dirigeants 

(voir annexe II). 

 Je vous serais obligé de bien vouloir faire distribuer le texte de la présente lettre 

et de ses annexes comme document de la soixante-treizième session de l’Assemblée 

générale, au titre du point 14 de l’ordre du jour. 

 

L’Ambassadeur extraordinaire  

et plénipotentiaire Représentant  

permanent de la République  

populaire de Chine auprès  

de l’Organisation des Nations Unies 

(Signé) Ma Zhaoxu 
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  Annexe I à la lettre datée du 6 mai 2019 adressée  

au Secrétaire général par le Représentant permanent  

de la Chine auprès de l’Organisation des Nations Unies 
 

[anglais et chinois] 

 

  Working Together to Deliver a Brighter Future  

For Belt and Road Cooperation 

Keynote Speech by H.E. Xi Jinping President of the People’s 

Republic of China  

At the Opening Ceremony of the Second Belt and Road Forum for 

International Cooperation 
 

 

  26 April 2019, Beijing, China  
 

Your Excellencies Heads of State and Government,  

Your Excellencies High-level Representatives, 

Your Excellencies Heads of International Organizations,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Friends, 

 Good morning! As a line of a classical Chinese poem goes, “Spring and autumn 

are lovely seasons in which friends get together to climb up mountains and  write 

poems.” On this beautiful spring day, it gives me great pleasure to have you with us 

here at the Second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation (BRF). On 

behalf of the Chinese government and people and in my own name, I extend a very 

warm welcome to you all! 

 Two years ago, it was here that we met for the First Belt and Road Forum for 

International Cooperation, where we drew a blueprint of cooperation to enhance 

policy, infrastructure, trade, financial and people-to-people connectivity. Today, we 

are once again meeting here with you, friends from across the world. I look forward 

to scaling new heights with you and enhancing our partnership. Together, we will 

create an even brighter future for Belt and Road cooperation.  

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 The joint pursuit of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) aims to enhance 

connectivity and practical cooperation. It is about jointly meeting various challenges 

and risks confronting mankind and delivering win-win outcomes and common 

development. Thanks to the joint efforts of all of us involved in this initiative, a 

general connectivity framework consisting of six corridors, six connectivity routes 

and multiple countries and ports has been put in place. A large number of cooperation 

projects have been launched, and the decisions of the first BRF have been smoothly 

implemented. More than 150 countries and international organizations have signed 

agreements on Belt and Road cooperation with China. The complementarity between 

the BRI and the development plans or cooperation initiatives of international and 

regional organizations such as the United Nations, the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations, the African Union, the European Union, the Eurasian Economic Union and 

between the BRI and the development strategies of the participating countries has 

been enhanced. From the Eurasian continent to Africa, the Americas and Oceania, 

Belt and Road cooperation has opened up new space for global economic growth, 

produced new platforms for international trade and investment and offered new ways 

for improving global economic governance. Indeed, this initiative has helped improve 
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people’s lives in countries involved and created more opportunities for common 

prosperity. What we have achieved amply demonstrates that Belt and Road 

cooperation has both generated new opportunities for the development of all 

participating countries and opened up new horizon for China’s development and 

opening-up. 

 An ancient Chinese philosopher observed that “plants with strong roots grow 

well, and efforts with the right focus will ensure success.” The Belt and Road 

cooperation embraces the historical trend of economic globalization, responds to the 

call for improving the global governance system and meets people’s longing for a 

better life. Going ahead, we should focus on priorities and project execution, move 

forward with results-oriented implementation, just like an architect refining the 

blueprint, and jointly promote high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.  

 – We need to be guided by the principle of extensive consultation, joint 

contribution and shared benefits. We need to act in the spirit of 

multilateralism, pursue cooperation through consultation and keep all 

participants motivated. We may, by engaging in bilateral, trilateral and 

multilateral cooperation, fully tap into the strengths of all participants. Just as a 

Chinese proverb says, “A tower is built when soil on earth accumulates, and a 

river is formed when streams come together.” 

 – We need to pursue open, green and clean cooperation. The Belt and Road is 

not an exclusive club; it aims to promote green development. We may launch 

green infrastructure projects, make green investment and provide green 

financing to protect the Earth which we all call home. In pursuing Belt and Road 

cooperation, everything should be done in a transparent way, and we should have 

zero tolerance for corruption. The Beijing Initiative for Clean Silk Road has 

been launched, which represents our strong commitment to transparency and 

clean governance in pursuing Belt and Road cooperation. 

 – We need to pursue high standard cooperation to improve people’s lives and 

promote sustainable development. We will adopt widely accepted rules and 

standards and encourage participating companies to follow general international 

rules and standards in project development, operation, procurement and 

tendering and bidding. The laws and regulations of participating countries 

should also be respected. We need to take a people-centered approach, give 

priority to poverty alleviation and job creation to see that the joint pursuit of 

Belt and Road cooperation will deliver true benefits to the people of 

participating countries and contribute to their social and economic development. 

We also need to ensure the commercial and fiscal sustainability of all projects 

so that they will achieve the intended goals as planned.  

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 Connectivity is vital to advancing Belt and Road cooperation. We need to 

promote a global partnership of connectivity to achieve common development and 

prosperity. I am confident that as we work closely together, we will transcend 

geographical distance and embark on a path of win-win cooperation. 

 Infrastructure is the bedrock of connectivity, while the lack of infrastructure has 

held up the development of many countries. High-quality, sustainable, resilient, 

affordable, inclusive and accessible infrastructure projects can help countries fully 

leverage their resource endowment, better integrate into the global supply, industrial 

and value chains, and realize inter-connected development. To this end, China will 

continue to work with other parties to build a connectivity network centering on 

economic corridors such as the New Eurasian Land Bridge, supplemented by major 

transportation routes like the China-Europe Railway Express and the New 
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International Land-Sea Trade Corridor and information expressway, and reinforced 

by major railway, port and pipeline projects. We will continue to make good use of 

the Belt and Road Special Lending Scheme, the Silk Road Fund, and various special 

investment funds, develop Silk Road theme bonds, and support the Multilateral 

Cooperation Center for Development Finance in its operation. We welcome the 

participation of multilateral and national financial institutions in BRI  investment and 

financing and encourage third-market cooperation. With the involvement of multiple 

stakeholders, we can surely deliver benefits to all.  

 The flow of goods, capital, technology and people will power economic growth 

and create broad space for it. As a Chinese saying goes, “The ceaseless inflow of 

rivers makes the ocean deep.” However, were such inflow to be cut, the ocean, 

however big, would eventually dry up. We need to promote trade and investment 

liberalization and facilitation, say no to protectionism, and make economic 

globalization more open, inclusive, balanced and beneficial to all. To this end, we will 

enter into negotiation with more countries to conclude high-standard free trade 

agreements, and strengthen cooperation in customs, taxation and audit oversight by 

setting up the Belt and Road Initiative Tax Administration Cooperation Mechanism 

and accelerating international collaboration on the mutual recognition of Authorized 

Economic Operators. We have also formulated the Guiding Principles on Financing 

the Development of the Belt and Road and published the Debt Sustainability 

Framework for Participating Countries of the Belt and Road Initiative  to provide 

guidance for BRI financing cooperation. In addition, the Second China International 

Import Expo will be held this year to build an even bigger platform for other parti es 

to access the Chinese market. 

 Innovation boosts productivity; it makes companies competitive and countries 

strong. We need to keep up with the trend of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, jointly 

seize opportunities created by digital, networked and smart development, explore new 

technologies and new forms and models of business, foster new growth drivers and 

explore new development pathways, and build the digital Silk Road and the Silk Road 

of innovation. China will continue to carry out the Belt and Road Science, Technology 

and Innovation Cooperation Action Plan, and will work with our partners to pursue 

four major initiatives, namely the Science and Technology People-to-People 

Exchange Initiative, the Joint Laboratory Initiative, the Science Park Cooper ation 

Initiative, and the Technology Transfer Initiative. We will actively implement the Belt 

and Road Initiative Talents Exchange Program, and will, in the coming five years, 

offer 5,000 opportunities for exchange, training and cooperative research for ta lents 

from China and other BRI participating countries. We will also support companies of 

various countries in jointly advancing ICT infrastructure building to upgrade cyber 

connectivity. 

 Imbalance in development is the greatest imbalance confronting today’s world. 

In the joint pursuit of the BRI, we must always take a development-oriented approach 

and see that the vision of sustainable development underpins project selection, 

implementation and management. We need to strengthen international development 

cooperation so as to create more opportunities for developing countries, help them 

eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. In this connection, China and 

its partners have set up the Belt and Road Sustainable Cities Alliance and the BRI 

International Green Development Coalition, formulated the Green Investment 

Principles for the Belt and Road Development, and launched the Declaration on 

Accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals for Children through Shared 

Development. We have set up the BRI Environmental Big Data Platform. We will 

continue to implement the Green Silk Road Envoys Program and work with relevant 

countries to jointly implement the Belt and Road South-South Cooperation Initiative 

on Climate Change. We will also deepen cooperation in agriculture, health, disaster 
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mitigation and water resources; and we will enhance development cooperation with 

the United Nations to narrow the gap in development.  

 We need to build bridges for exchanges and mutual learning among different 

cultures, deepen cooperation in education, science, culture, sports, tourism, health and 

archaeology, strengthen exchanges between parliaments, political parties and non -

governmental organizations and exchanges between women, young people and people 

with disabilities in order to facilitate multi-faceted people-to-people exchanges. To 

this end, we will, in the coming five years, invite 10,000 representatives of political 

parties, think tanks and non-governmental organizations from Belt and Road 

participating countries to visit China. We will encourage and support extensive 

cooperation on livelihood projects among social organizations of participating 

countries, conduct a number of environmental protection and anti -corruption training 

courses and deepen human resources development cooperation in various areas. We 

will continue to run the Chinese government scholarship Silk Road Program, host the 

International Youth Forum on Creativity and Heritage along the Silk Roads and the 

“Chinese Bridge” summer camps. We will also put in place new mechanisms such as 

the Belt and Road Studies Network and the Belt and Road News Alliance to draw 

inspiration and pool our strength for greater synergy.  

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 This year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic 

of China. Seven decades ago, through the arduous struggle carried out by several 

generations of Chinese people and under the leadership of the Communist Party of 

China, New China was founded. We Chinese have since stood up and held our future 

in our own hands. 

 Over the past seven decades, we in China have, based on its realities, constantly 

explored the way forward through practices, and have succeeded in following the path 

of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Today, China has reached a new historical 

starting point. However, we are keenly aware that with all we have achieved, there 

are still many mountains to scale and many shoals to navigate. We will continue to 

advance along the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics, deepen sweeping 

reforms, pursue quality development, and expand opening-up. We remain committed 

to peaceful development and will endeavor to build a community with a shared future 

for mankind. 

 Going forward, China will take a series of major reform and opening-up 

measures and make stronger institutional and structural moves to boost higher quality 

opening-up. 

 First, we will expand market access for foreign investment in more areas.  

Fair competition boosts business performance and creates prosperity. China ha s 

already adopted a management model based on pre-establishment national treatment 

and negative list, and will continue to significantly shorten the negative list. We will 

work for the all-round opening-up of modern services, manufacturing and agriculture, 

and will allow the operation of foreign-controlled or wholly foreign-owned businesses 

in more sectors. We will plan new pilot free trade zones and explore at a faster pace 

the opening of a free trade port. We will accelerate the adoption of supporting 

regulations to ensure full implementation of the Foreign Investment Law. We will 

promote supply-side structural reform through fair competition and open cooperation, 

and will phase out backward and excessive production capacity in an effective way to 

improve the quality and efficiency of supply.  

 Second, we will intensify efforts to enhance international cooperation in 

intellectual property protection. Without innovation, there will be no progress. Full 

intellectual property protection will not only ensure the lawful rights and interests of 
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Chinese and foreign companies; it is also crucial to promoting China ’s innovation-

driven and quality development. China will spare no effort to foster a business 

environment that respects the value of knowledge. We will fully improve the legal 

framework for protecting intellectual property, step up law enforcement, enhance 

protection of the lawful rights and interests of foreign intellectual property owners, 

stop forced technology transfer, improve protection of trade secrets , and crack down 

hard on violations of intellectual property in accordance with law. China will 

strengthen cooperation with other countries in intellectual property protection, create 

an enabling environment for innovation and promote technological exchanges and 

cooperation with other countries on the basis of market principles and the rule of law.  

 Third, we will increase the import of goods and services on an even larger 

scale. China is both a global factory and a global market. With the world’s largest and 

fastest growing middle-income population, China has a vast potential for increasing 

consumption. To meet our people’s ever-growing material and cultural needs and give 

our consumers more choices and benefits, we will further lower tariffs and remove 

various non-tariff barriers. We will steadily open China’s market wider to quality 

products from across the world. China does not seek trade surplus; we want to import 

more competitive quality agricultural products, manufactured goods and services to 

promote balanced trade. 

 Fourth, we will more effectively engage in international macro-economic 

policy coordination. A globalized economy calls for global governance. China will 

strengthen macro policy coordination with other major economies to generate a 

positive spillover and jointly contribute to robust, sustainable, balanced and inclusive 

global growth. China will not resort to the beggar-thy-neighbor practice of RMB 

devaluation. On the contrary, we will continue to improve the exchange rate regime, 

see that the market plays a decisive role in resource allocation and keep the RMB 

exchange rate basically stable at an adaptive and equilibrium level. These steps will 

help ensure the steady growth of the global economy. Rules and credibility underpin 

the effective functioning of the international governance system; they are the 

prerequisite for growing international economic and trade relations. China is an active 

supporter and participant of WTO reform and will work with others to develop 

international economic and trade rules of higher standards.  

 Fifth, we will work harder to ensure the implementation of opening-up 

related policies. We Chinese have a saying that honoring a promise carries the weight 

of gold. We are committed to implementing multilateral and bilateral economic and 

trade agreements reached with other countries. We will strengthen the building of a 

government based on the rule of law and good faith. A binding mechanism for 

honoring international agreements will be put in place. Laws and regulations wi ll be 

revised and improved in keeping with the need to expand opening-up. We will see 

that governments at all levels operate in a well-regulated way when it comes to issuing 

administrative licenses and conducting market oversight. We will overhaul and 

abolish unjustified regulations, subsidies and practices that impede fair competition 

and distort the market. We will treat all enterprises and business entities equally, and 

foster an enabling business environment based on market operation and governed by 

law. 

 These measures to expand opening-up are a choice China has made by itself to 

advance its reform and development. It will promote high-quality economic 

development, meet the people’s desire for a better life, and contribute to world peace, 

stability and development. We hope that other countries will also create an enabling 

environment of investment, treat Chinese enterprises, students and scholars as equals, 

and provide a fair and friendly environment for them to engage in international 

exchanges and cooperation. We are convinced that a more open China will further 
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integrate itself into the world and deliver greater progress and prosperity for both 

China and the world at large. 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 Let us join hands to sow the seeds of cooperation, harvest the fruits of 

development, bring greater happiness to our people and make our world a better place 

for all! 

 In conclusion, I wish the Second Belt and Road Forum for International 

Cooperation a full success! 

Thank you! 
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  Annexe II à la lettre datée du 6 mai 2019 adressée  

au Secrétaire général par le Représentant permanent  

de la Chine auprès de l’Organisation des Nations Unies 
 

[anglais et chinois] 

 

  Belt and Road Cooperation: Shaping a Brighter Shared Future 

Joint Communique of the Leaders’ Roundtable of  

the 2nd Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation 
 

 

  27 April 2019, Beijing, China 
 

1. We, President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China, President Ilham 

Aliyev of the Republic of Azerbaijan, President Alexander Lukashenko of the 

Republic of Belarus, His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 

Waddaulah of Brunei Darussalam, President Sebastián Piñera Echenique of the 

Republic of Chile, President Nicos Anastasiades of the Republic of Cyprus, President 

Miloš Zeman of the Czech Republic, President Ismail Omar Guelleh of the Republic 

of Djibouti, President Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the First 

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan – Elbasy Nursultan Nazarbayev, President 

Uhuru Kenyatta of the Republic of Kenya, President Sooronbai Zheenbekov of the 

Kyrgyz Republic, President Bounnhang Vorachith of the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, President Khaltmaagiin Battulga of Mongolia, President Filipe Jacinto 

Nyusi of the Republic of Mozambique, President Bidya Devi  Bhandari of Nepal, 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte of the Republic of the Philippines, President Marcelo 

Rebelo de Sousa of the Portuguese Republic, President Vladimir Putin of the Russian 

Federation, President Aleksandar Vučić of the Republic of Serbia, President Ueli 

Maurer of the Swiss Confederation, President Emomali Rahmon of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Vice 

President and Prime Minister H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum of the 

United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Dubai, Chancellor Sebastian Kurz of the Republic 

of Austria, Prime Minister Hun Sen of the Kingdom of Cambodia, Prime Minister 

Abiy Ahmed Ali of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Prime Minister 

Alexis Tsipras of the Hellenic Republic, Prime Minister Orbán Viktor of Hungary, 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte of the Italian Republic, Prime Minister Mahathir Bin 

Mohamad of Malaysia, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi of the Republic of the 

Union of Myanmar, Prime Minister Imran Khan of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea, Prime 

Minister Lee Hsien Loong of the Republic of Singapore, Prime Minister Prayut 

Chan-o-cha of the Kingdom of Thailand, Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc of the 

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, and Vice President Jusuf Kalla of the Republic of 

Indonesia, met in Beijing on 27 April 2019 for the Leaders’ Roundtable of the 2nd 

Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation themed on Belt and Road 

Cooperation: Shaping a Brighter Shared Future . We also welcome the participation 

of Secretary-General António Guterres of the United Nations and Managing Director 

Christine Lagarde of the International Monetary Fund. The Leaders’ Roundtable was 

chaired by President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China. 

2. We met at a time when the world economy is facing both expanding 

opportunities and rising challenges, complicated by profound and rapid changes in 

the world. We reaffirm that strengthening multilateralism remains essential in 

addressing global challenges. We also believe that an open, inclusive, interconnected, 

sustainable and people-centered world economy can contribute to prosperity for all.  

3. Recalling the Joint Communique of the Leaders’ Roundtable of the 1st Belt and 

Road Forum for International Cooperation, including the cooperation objectives, 



 
A/73/867 

 

9/15 19-07719 

 

principles and measures contained therein, and reaffirming our commitment to the 

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we reiterate that promoting peace, 

development and human rights, mutually-beneficial cooperation, and honoring the 

purposes and principles of the UN Charter and international law are our common 

responsibilities; achieving strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive growth and 

improving people’s quality of life are our common goals; creating a prosperous and 

peaceful world with shared future is our common aspiration.  

4. The ancient Silk Road contributed to the strengthening of the connectivity and 

the expansion of the world economy in the spirit of promoting peace and cooperation, 

openness, inclusiveness, equality, mutual learning and mutual benefit. We look 

forward to restoring and rejuvenating such spirit, through the Belt and Road Initiative 

and other cooperation frameworks and initiatives. 

5. As cooperation partners, we appreciate the progress already made and important 

opportunities created in the Belt and Road cooperation, especially the outcomes in 

areas such as development policy synergy, increased infrastructure investment , 

economic corridors, economic and trade cooperation zones, industrial parks, finance 

and trade cooperation, innovation and technology, maritime cooperation, business -to-

business ties, people-to-people and cultural exchange. Such cooperation explores new 

sources of growth and offers potential for economic and social development, and 

contributes to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

6. Looking into the future, we envisage high-quality Belt and Road cooperation in 

enhancing connectivity by promoting development policy synergy, infrastructure 

development, unimpeded trade, financial cooperation and people-to-people bond, 

thereby enhancing practical cooperation for the well-being of our peoples. In this 

context, we look forward to more efforts by cooperation partners. 

 – Such cooperation will be based on extensive consultation, joint efforts, shared 

and mutual benefits. We emphasize the importance of the rule of law and equal 

opportunities for all. We endeavor to move on with policy and project 

cooperation through voluntary participation and consensus-building, based on 

common responsibility and outcomes. All states are equal partners for 

cooperation that respects openness, transparency, inclusiveness and level 

playing field. We respect sovereignty and territorial integrity of each other and 

affirm that each country has the right and primary responsibility to define its 

development strategies in accordance with its national priorities and legislation.  

 – Such cooperation will be open, green and clean. We embrace open economy and 

inclusive, non-discriminatory global market. All interested countries are 

welcome to join in such cooperation. We underline the importance of promoting 

green development and addressing the challenges of environmental protec tion 

and climate change including by enhancing our cooperation to implement the 

Paris Agreement. We encourage more efforts in building a culture of integrity 

and combating corruption. 

 – Such cooperation will pursue high standard, people-centered and sustainable 

development. We will work together in line with our national legislation, 

regulatory frameworks, international obligations, applicable international norms 

and standards. We believe that relevant cooperation should be people -centered 

and conducive to inclusive quality economic growth and broad-based 

improvement of people’s livelihood. We are committed to promoting 

sustainability in all its dimensions.  

7. We start from the conviction that connectivity contributes to boosting growth, 

economic and social development, trade in goods and services, as well as investment 

and creating employment opportunities and better communication and exchanges 
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among peoples. In this regard, promoting global partnership on connectivity, based 

on transparency, openness and inclusiveness, provides an opportunity for all. Today, 

through such partnership including the Belt and Road Initiative and other cooperation 

strategies, we resolve to promote international cooperation, at sub -regional, regional 

and global levels aiming at a brighter shared future and common prosperity. We 

support a universal, rules-based, open, transparent and non-discriminatory 

multilateral trading system with WTO at its core.  

 

  Strengthening Development Policy Synergy 
 

8. To sustain common development, we welcome sound macroeconomic policies, 

encourage discussions with regard to Sustainable Development Agenda and will work 

together to enhance macroeconomic policy dialogue at the UN and other multilateral 

fora, and promote synergies among related development plans and connectivity 

initiatives based on the progress already made.  

9. In this regard, we also emphasize the opportunities arising from the initiatives 

and cooperation frameworks, including, inter alia, the ACMECS Master Plan  

(2019–2023), the African Union including Programme for Infrastructure 

Development in Africa (PIDA), APEC Connectivity Blueprint, the Arab League, 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) including Master Plan on ASEAN 

Connectivity 2025, ASEAN Smart Cities Network and ASEAN Initiative on 

Connecting the Connectivities, ASEM Pathfinder Group on Connectivity, BIMP -East 

ASEAN Growth Area, Central Asian Connectivity, Community of Latin American and 

Caribbean States (CELAC), the Dubai Silk Road Strategy, EU strategy on connecting 

Europe and Asia, EU-China Connectivity Platform, EU Eastern Partnership, Eurasian 

Economic Union, Eurasian partnership, Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC), Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS), Global Infrastructure Connectivity 

Alliance, International G-Global Project, Lancang-Mekong Cooperation, 

Organization of American States, Pacific Alliance, Pacific Islands Forum, Union for 

the Mediterranean and those sub-regional and regional cooperation initiatives 

between all partners. 

10. Determined to pursue trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, we 

aspire to further open our markets, reject protectionism, unilateralism and other 

measures that are incompatible with WTO rules. We highlight the importance of 

special and differential treatment in accordance with WTO agreements. 

11. We recognize the importance of improving customs facilitation including by 

encouraging better cooperation and coordination of relevant agencies involved in 

border clearance, mutual assistance, information sharing and cooperat ion, 

streamlining customs and transit procedures. We encourage such facilitation to be 

consistent with the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and accompanied by efficient 

and effective controls to, inter alia, prevent illicit trade and fight fraud.  

12. We call for strengthened cooperation on foreign direct investment and joint 

ventures in the context of our national laws and international commitments, and 

encourage an enabling and predictable environment for the promotion of investment 

and new business opportunities. 

13. We intend to enhance cooperation in tax matters, encourage more agreements 

on avoidance of double taxation, and promote growth-friendly tax policies. To achieve 

these goals, we aim to work within existing international taxation cooperation 

frameworks. 

14. We endeavor to forge inclusive and diversified global value chains, beneficial 

to all partners. We encourage greater cooperation on innovation, while protecting 



 
A/73/867 

 

11/15 19-07719 

 

intellectual property rights. We also encourage the introduction of digital transp ort 

accompanying documents. 

15. We support the development of sustainable blue economy and call for further 

developing maritime links and intensifying international maritime cooperation, 

including among ports and shipping industries, while sustainably mana ging marine 

and coastal ecosystems. 

 

  Boosting Infrastructure Connectivity 
 

16. To sustain interconnected growth, we support comprehensive and multi -modal 

infrastructure connectivity, fostering economic growth and improving the standards 

of living catalyzed by infrastructure investment. We support policies and activities 

that help land-locked countries to transform into land-linked ones, including by 

strengthening connectivity and cooperation on transit arrangements and 

infrastructure. 

17. We will strive to build high-quality, reliable, resilient and sustainable 

infrastructure. We emphasize that high-quality infrastructure should be viable, 

affordable, accessible, inclusive and broadly beneficial over its entire life -cycle, 

contributing to sustainable development of participating countries and the 

industrialization of developing countries. We welcome developed countries and 

international investors to invest in connectivity projects in the developing countries. 

We emphasize the importance of economic, social,  fiscal, financial and environmental 

sustainability of projects, while striking a good balance among economic growth, 

social progress and environmental protection.  

18. In the interest of sustainability, we support improving cooperation in project 

preparation and implementation, to promote projects that are investable, bankable, 

economically viable and environment-friendly. We call on all market players in the 

Belt and Road cooperation to fulfill their corporate social responsibility and follow 

the principles of UN Global Compact.  

19. We acknowledge that transport infrastructure constitutes a foundation of 

connectivity. We encourage the development of interoperability of infrastructure to 

enhance air, land and sea connectivity among countries, includ ing through 

interoperable and multi-modal transport. We recognize the importance of 

development of trans-regional transport and logistic routes including the ones 

connecting Central Asia with Caucasus, Europe, Africa, South and Southeast Asia and 

the Pacific region to increase its transport and communication potential.  

20. We support strengthening energy infrastructure, in order to enhance energy 

security and to promote global access to affordable, clean, renewable and sustainable 

energy for all. 

21. We aim to enhance connectivity among financial markets, in accordance with 

respective national laws and regulations as well as international commitments, while 

bearing in mind the importance of financial inclusion.  

 

  Promoting Sustainable Development 
 

22. To promote sustainable and low-carbon development, we appreciate the efforts 

to foster green development towards ecological sustainability. We encourage the 

development of green finance including the issuance of green bonds as well as 

development of green technology. We also encourage exchanges of good practices on 

ecological and environmental policies towards a high level of environmental 

protection. 
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23. Determined to protect the planet from degradation, we look forward to a climate 

resilient future and enhance our cooperation in areas such as environment protection, 

circular economy, clean energy and energy efficiency, sustainable and integrated 

water resources management including support to the countries adversely affected by 

climate change, in line with internationally agreed principles and obligations so as to 

achieve sustainable development in its three dimensions – economic, social and 

environmental - in a balanced and integrated manner. We support the implementation 

of the UN resolution on Midterm Comprehensive Review of the International Decade 

for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028. 

24. We encourage more cooperation in sustainable agriculture, forestry and 

protecting biological diversity. We agree to promote cooperation in resilience and 

disaster-risk reduction and management. 

25. We support international anti-corruption cooperation and work towards zero 

tolerance in anti-corruption, consistent with national laws and regulations. We call for 

more international cooperation in line with our applicable respective obligations 

under international conventions, such as UN Convention against Corruption 

(UNCAC) and relevant bilateral treaties. We look forward to strengthening 

international cooperation and exchanges of good practices and practical cooperation.  

 

  Strengthening Practical Cooperation 
 

26. To achieve and sustain shared prosperity, practical cooperation should be 

strengthened. Such cooperation needs to be people-centered, result-based and growth-

oriented, in accordance with market rules and our respective legal frameworks 

supported by the government when necessary. We encourage the participation by 

enterprises from all countries in the cooperation, including micro, small and medium 

enterprises. We highlight the importance of open, transparent and non-discriminatory 

public procurement procedures in accordance with national laws and regulations an d 

welcome the exchanges of good practices.  

27. We support continued efforts to build on the progress already made in 

developing economic corridors and economic and trade cooperation zones as annexed 

as well as other cooperation projects across all areas related to the Belt and Road 

Initiative, and further cooperation on value chains, industry chains and supply chains.  

28. We will continue our efforts towards strengthening multi -modal transportation 

including inland waterways in landlocked countries, roads, railway networks, air, land 

and sea ports and pipelines in line with international law and respective domestic 

laws. We encourage digital infrastructure including transnational fiber-optic 

highways, promoting e-commerce and smart cities, and helping narrow the digital 

divide while drawing on international good practices.  

29. We encourage third-market, tripartite cooperation and Public Private 

Partnership (PPP) cooperation and welcome more efforts by enterprises and relevant 

international organizations consistent with national laws and regulations. We 

welcome legal cooperation, including the availability of dispute resolution services 

and legal assistance for the business sector.  

30. We support collaboration among national and international financial institut ions 

to provide diversified and sustainable financial supports for projects. We encourage 

local currency financing, mutual establishment of financial institutions, and a greater 

role of development finance in line with respective national priorities, laws,  

regulations and international commitments, and the agreed principles by the UNGA 

on debt sustainability. We encourage multilateral development banks and other 

international financial institutions to reinforce their support to connectivity projects 
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in fiscally sustainable ways as well as the mobilization of private capital into projects 

in line with local needs. 

31. We stress the importance of the development of water-saving technologies and 

agricultural innovations as an important component providing food security and 

supporting sustainable development. We stress the importance of cooperation on 

veterinary-sanitary and phytosanitary matters for agricultural products in order to 

facilitate trade and investment.  

32. We take note of the thematic sectoral platforms as seen in the annex. 

 

  Advancing People-to-People Exchanges 
 

33. Considering connectivity as a means of bringing countries, peoples and societies 

closer together, we believe the Belt and Road cooperation promotes exchanges, 

mutual learning and dialogue among different peoples, cultures and civilizations. We 

welcome efforts to expand people-to-people exchanges including those between the 

youth. 

34. We emphasize the importance of strengthening cooperation in human resources 

development, education, vocational and professional training, and build up the 

capacity of our peoples to better adapt to the future of work, so as to promote 

employment and improve their livelihoods.  

35. We look forward to further exchanges and cooperation in areas of science a nd 

technology, culture, arts, creative economy, rural development and folk crafts, 

archaeology and paleontology, protection of cultural and natural heritages, tourism, 

health, sports etc. 

36. We welcome communication among parliaments, sister provinces and cities, 

think tanks, academia, media, civil societies, as well as exchanges among women, 

persons with disabilities, and cooperation on overseas workers.  

 

  Way Forward 
 

37. We welcome the efforts to further promote bilateral and international 

cooperation with China under the Belt and Road Initiative. We envisage the Belt and 

Road Forum on regular basis with possible follow-up events. 

38. We thank and congratulate China for hosting the 2nd Belt and Road Forum for 

International Cooperation and look forward to the 3rd Forum. 

 

  Annex 
 

1. Economic corridors and other projects catalyzed and supported by connectivity:  

 (1) Addis Ababa-Djibouti economic corridor, including the development of 

industrial parks along the economic corridor  

 (2) Agua Negra Pass International Tunnel 

 (3) Baku-Tbilisi-Kars new railway line and Alyat free economic zone in Baku  

 (4) Brunei-Guangxi economic corridor 

 (5) China-Central Asia-West Asia economic corridor 

 (6) China-Europe Land-Sea Express Line 

 (7) China-Indochina Peninsula economic corridor, including Laos-China 

economic corridor 

 (8) China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan International Highway  
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 (9) China-Laos-Thailand Railway Cooperation 

 (10) China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park  

 (11) China-Mongolia-Russia economic corridor 

 (12) China-Myanmar economic corridor 

 (13) China-Pakistan economic corridor 

 (14) Eastern Economic Corridor in Thailand  

 (15) Economic corridor in Greater Mekong Subregion  

 (16) the EU Trans-European Transport Networks 

 (17) Europe-Caucasus-Asia International Transport corridor and TransCaspian 

International Transport Route 

 (18) the Industrial Park “Great Stone” 

 (19) International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC)  

 (20) the Lake Victoria-Mediterranean Sea Navigation Line-Linkage Project 

(VICMED) 

 (21) the Lamu Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia Transport corridor 

 (22) Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park  

 (23) the Nepal-China Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity 

Network, including Nepal-China cross-border railway 

 (24) New Eurasian Land Bridge 

 (25) the New International Land-Sea Trade Corridor of the China-Singapore 

(Chongqing) Demonstration Initiative on Strategic Connectivity  

 (26) Northern Corridor Trade Route in Africa linking the maritime port of 

Mombasa to countries of the Great Lakes region of Africa and 

Trans-Africa Highway 

 (27) North-South Passage Cairo-Capetown Pass-way 

 (28) the Port of Piraeus 

 (29) Port Sudan-Ethiopia Railway Connectivity 

 (30) Regional Comprehensive economic corridors in Indonesia  

 (31) the Suez Canal Economic Zone 

 (32) Transcontinental shipment of cargo using the capacities of the Northern 

Sea Route 

 (33) Transoceanic fiber optic cable 

 (34) “Two Corridors and One Belt” Framework 

 (35) Uzbekistan-Tajikistan-China International Highway 

2. Sectoral multilateral cooperation initiatives and platforms:  

 (1) the Advisory Council of the Belt and Road Forum for International 

Cooperation 

 (2) the Alliance of International Science Organizations in the Belt and Road 

Region 
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 (3) Beijing Initiative for the Clean Silk Road 

 (4) Belt and Road Energy Partnership  

 (5) Belt and Road Initiative Tax Administration Cooperation Mechanism  

 (6) Belt and Road News Alliance 

 (7) Belt and Road Studies Network 

 (8) Digital Silk Road Initiative 

 (9) Guiding Principles on Financing the Development of the Belt and Road  

 (10) the International Academy of Science of the Silk Road  

 (11) International Coalition for Green Development on the Belt and Road  

 (12) Joint Statement on Pragmatic Cooperation in the Field of Intellectual  

Property Among Countries Along the Belt and Road  

 (13) Joint Working Group on China Railway Express to Europe  

 (14) Ningbo Initiative on the Maritime Silk Road Port Cooperation  

3. Other relevant efforts referred to by participants:  

 (1) African Continental Free Trade Agreement (ACFTA) 

 (2) Ancient Civilizations Forum initiated by Greece  

 (3) APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting in 2019 in Chile 

 (4) Belt and Road Forum for international cooperation in Belarus  

 (5) Belt and Road lane for fast-track entry and exit at the land and air ports set 

up by Mongolia and interested countries  

 (6) the First Forum of Mayors of Silk Road Countries held in Kazakhstan in 

2018 

 (7) the Global Silk Road Award initiated by Kazakhstan  

 (8) the initiative by Mongolia to establish an award that encourages young 

scholars and diplomats to promote the Belt and Road cooperation  

 (9) Pan-Arab Free Trade Agreement (PAFTA)  

 (10) the Santiago Climate Change Conference on its 25th Session of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP25) to the UNFCCC in 2019 in Chile 

 (11) Sustainable Blue Economy Conference in Kenya in 2018  

 (12) the United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements 

Resulting from Mediation 

 (13) the UNWTO International Meeting on the Silk Road Tourism in Greece in  

2018 

 (14) the World Forum on inter-cultural dialogue within the framework of Baku 

Process 

 (15) the World Youth Forum held in Egypt in 2018  

 


