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Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine

On Address of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to the international
community in regard of organization of illegal elections of the
President of the Russian Federation at the temporary occupied
territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and
the city of Sevastopol

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine is hereby resolves:

1. Recognize that intention of the Russian Federation and the occupying admin-
istration to illegally hold elections of the President of the Russian Federation on 18
March 2018 at the temporary occupied territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous Re-
public of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol — is a flagrant violation of the Constitu-
tion and laws of Ukraine, well-recognized principles and norms of international law,
including, the UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act of 1975, Memorandum on Security
Assurances in connection with Ukraine’s accession to the Treaty on the Non-Prolif-
eration of Nuclear Weapons of 1994, as well as UN General Assembly resolu-
tion 68/262 “Territorial integrity of Ukraine” of 27 March 2014, other international
legal acts, as well as numerous bi- and multilateral treaties that both Ukraine and the
Russian Federation are parties thereto.

2. Ratify the Address of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to the international com-
munity in regard of organization of illegal elections of the President of the Russian
Federation at the temporary occupied territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous Re-
public of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol (attached hereto).

3. Order that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine expeditiously conveys the
text of the Address to the Security Council and the General Assembly of the United
Nations, international organizations, parliamentary assemblies, parliaments and gov-
ernments of the UN member states.

4.  This Resolution comes into effect from the date of its adoption.

A. Parubiy

Head of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
City of Kyiv

1 March 2018

No 2310-VIII
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Attachment

Address of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to the international
community in regard of organization of illegal elections of the
President of the Russian Federation at the temporary occupied
territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and
the city of Sevastopol

On 20 February 2014, the Russian Federation launched a number of aggressive
actions against Ukraine that within a week amounted to direct military invasion and
temporary occupation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevas-
topol, that are integral parts of the sovereign territory of Ukraine within its interna-
tionally recognized borders.

On 18 March 2014, the President of the Russian Federation signed an illegiti-
mate act on illegal annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol.

Throughout the last for years the Russian Federation is committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity against civilian population of the temporary occupied
territories of Ukraine, including, murders, tortures, abductions, forced displacements,
deportations of civil population, ethnic discrimination, coercion to join armed forces
of the Russian Federation and crimes against private property.

The Russian Federation wages repressions against civilian population at the
temporary occupied Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, as
well as at certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, that include numerous arbi-
trary arrests, abductions, murders and forced displacements.

Non-recognition of legitimacy, condemnation of action of the Russian aggres-
sor, and demand to restore the territorial integrity of Ukraine are reflected in resolu-
tions of the UN General Assembly, in particular in resolution 68/262 of
27 March 2014 titled “Territorial integrity of Ukraine”, resolution 71/205 of 19 De-
cember 2016 and resolution 72/190 of 19 December 2017 both titled “Situation of
human rights in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol,
Ukraine”.

The consolidated position of the international community regarding the illegal-
ity of occupation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol
and recognition of the Russian Federation as the aggressor state is also confirmed by
numerous resolutions of the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the European Union, NATO, other international institutions,
as well as by resolutions of foreign governments.

While continuing to blatantly violate the UN Charter, well-recognized princi-
ples and norms of international law, the Russian occupation authority intends to hold
elections of the President of the Russian Federation on 18 March 2018 at the tempo-
rary occupied territories of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Se-
vastopol.

18 March was chosen intentionally as the date of the elections. It proves yet
again how cynic, revanchist, and aggressive the policy of the Kremlin is.

We recognize that such intention is a violation of sovereignty of Ukraine, inter-
national treaties between Ukraine and the Russian Federation that confirm sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, and state borders between Ukraine and the Russian Feder-
ation, and are a cognizant provocation aimed at the international community, primar-
ily, to the states signatories to the Memorandum on Security Assurances in connection

3/6


https://undocs.org/A/RES/68/262
https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/205
https://undocs.org/A/RES/72/190

Al72/798
S/2018/232

4/6

with Ukraine’s accession to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
of 5 December 1994.

Organization of so-called “elections” of the President of the Russian Federation
at the occupied Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol is yet
another effort to legitimize an attempt to illegal annexation. Its outcome shall not
entail any legal consequences and shall not be recognized by Ukraine and by the in-
ternational community.

In light of the above mentioned we welcome decisions of the Office for Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights of the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe and of the European Union monitoring mission to not participate in
observation of illegal elections in the occupied Crimea.

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine calls on the Security Council and the General
Assembly of the United Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, the European Union, NATO, other international organizations, parliamentary
assemblies, parliaments and government of foreign states to the following actions:

1. Utilize all possible means to prevent the government of the Russian Fed-
eration and the occupation authority from holding elections at the temporary occupied
territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevas-
topol.

2. Should elections at the temporary occupied territories of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol held, condemn it, withhold from dis-
patching monitors to the region in both national and international groups, and outline
the fact of illegitimate voting at the temporary occupied territories of the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol that substantially distorts the overall
outcome of the elections within the Russian Federation in reports of the monitoring
missions, including those dispatched under the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE
mandate.

3. Condemn the violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty, human rights and free-
doms at the temporary occupied territories of Ukraine committed by the Russian Fed-
eration and the occupation authority.

4.  Impose additional sanctions against the Russian Federation, including in-
dividual sanctions (penalties) against persons involved in:

organization of illegal voting at the temporary occupied territories of the Auton-
omous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol during the 2016 elections
to the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation and 2018
elections of the President of the Russian Federation;

systematic violations of human rights at the temporary occupied territories of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol

5.  Enhance joint effort to persuade the Russian Federation to comply with
the Order of the International Court of Justice of 19 April 2016 in case of the Appli-
cation of the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terror-
ism and of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (Ukraine v. Russian Federation) with regard to protection of human
rights at the temporary occupied territories.

6.  Consolidate pressure on the Russian Federation aimed at introduction of
permanent and direct international monitoring of situation in the Crimea by the con-
ventional bodies and institutions of the United Nations, Council of Europe, OSCE,
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and other international organizations, as well as introduction of control over adher-
ence of the Russian Federation to its obligations as the Occupying Power under the
international humanitarian law.

7.  Withhold from receiving state and working visits of the President of the
Russian Federation elected as a result of illegal elections at the temporary occupied
territories of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol that are
integral part of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders.

Withhold from accepting invitations to conduct state and working visits to the
Russian Federation addressed to presidents, heads of governments and members of
parliaments of the UN member states.
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Annex II to the letter dated 16 March 2018 from the Permanent
Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine on the
decision of the occupation administration to organize illegal
elections of the President of the Russian Federation at the
temporary occupied territories of Ukraine — the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine strongly condemns the decision of
the occupation administration to hold on 18 March 2018 illegal elections of the Pres-
ident of the Russian Federation at the temporary occupied territories of Ukraine — the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol.

The organization and conduct of illegal vote in the temporarily occupied part of
the territory of Ukraine is yet another step in the implementation of the Kremlin’s
strategy to legitimize the consequences of aggression against Ukraine. It flagrantly
violates fundamental principles and norms of international law, obligations of the
Russian Federation under international treaties to which both Ukraine and Russia are
parties, legislation of Ukraine as well as contradicts the UN Charter, UN GA Resolu-
tions 68/262 of 27 March 2014 “Territorial Integrity of Ukraine” and 71/205 of 19 De-
cember 2016, 72/190 of 19 December 2017 “Situation of human rights in the Auton-
omous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine”, Helsinki Final Act
of 1 August 1975.

The outcome of the illegal voting will be null and void from the legal point of
view, will entail any legal consequences and will not be recognized by Ukraine or
international community. All involved in the preparation and conduct of illegal elec-
tions on the territory of temporarily occupied Crimea will be liable to prosecution in
accordance with the national legislation of Ukraine.

Furthermore, illegal voting on the temporarily occupied territory of Ukraine will
distorts the elections results in the Russian Federation in general and will put under
serious question their legitimacy.

Ukraine welcomes the decision of OSCE ODHIR and other international part-
ners not to participate in observation of illegal election process in occupied Autono-
mous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol. Ukraine expects that the final
report of the international mission on monitoring of the elections of the President of
the Russian Federation will clearly indicate illegality of the conduct of elections on
the territory of Ukrainian Crimea.

Ukraine is confident that the relevant response of the international community
to a new attempt of Moscow to undermine founding principles of modern world or-
der — sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the borders, should provide
for increase of sanction pressure on the aggressor-state, including personal targeted
sanctions.

We call on our partners to resolutely condemn illegal actions of the Russian
Federation in the form of organization of “elections” in the temporarily occupied Cri-
mea and not to recognize their “results”.

Ukraine resumes its categorical demand to the Russian Federation to stop mili-
tary aggression against our country, to de-occupy captured territories, having with-
drawn its military forces from them.
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