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“The doctrine of abuse of rights (or abus de droit) is one of the many outgrowths of the legal

principle of good faith” Sir Robert Jennings (ed.), Oppenheim International Law, 9th edition, p. 407.

“The doctrine prevents a Party to an agreement from exercising its rights in a way that is
unreasonable in the light of the spirit of the agreement. Used frequently in international courts, the
idea behind the abuse of rights doctrine is being increasingly recognized as a norm of international
law.” According to Hersch Lauterpacht the concept of abuse of rights is present in most developed
legal systems and “it is only at a rudimentary stage of legal development that society permits the
unchecked use of rights without regard to its social consequences”, The Development of
International Law by the International Court, p. 162, London, Stevens & Sons 1958. Lauterpacht,
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