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TRRMNOM S RICMRE DA MO T ARy UNDER, ARTICLE T3 e OP THE | CHARTER; OF
EHE UNITED NATIONS

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-QENEBAL

ASTAN TERRITORTES |

In accordance with the gtatement of the Secrétary of State for Forelgn .
Affalrs of the United Kingdom of Great Britein and Northern Ireland on
27 September 1961, ‘the Govermment of the United Kingdcm hasitransmitted to the
Secretary -General the follewing political and constitutionai infcmmation on the
Territory of Hong Kong. ‘ | ' i S
Tols information, which was received on 22 March 19€2, 1s hevewlth submitted

to the General Assembly et its seventeenth SSSBlO‘.é/

1/ In sccordance with General Assembly resolutioﬁ 1700 (XVI) of 19 December 1961,
this information is also submitted to the Committee on Infoxmation from
Non~Self~-Governing Territories. |
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U HONG KOLG

AREA AND POFULATION

Hong Kong ie & Territory under British administration consisting of the island
of Hong Kong itself, on which stends the City of Vicloris and an adjoining area of
the mainland, with the City of Kowloon immediately opposite. There are also &
mmber of other islands. '

The total population of Hong Komg as shown by the census of March 1961 was
3,128,044, of whom it is estimated that over 99'pef cent are Chinese. There are
about 15,000 non-Chinese British subjects and 9,500 others, including Indlanc,
Portuguese and Amerlcans,

STATUS CONSTITUTION

The formal documents which lay down the principal features of the Constitution
of Hong Kong are the "Letters Patent" which provide for the office of the Governor,
the Executive Council emd the Leglslative Council, and the "Royel Imstructionms"
which deal with other related matters. The Governor appointed by the British
Government is the Queen's representative and head of the executive in the
Territory.

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Executive Council ls the chief executive body in Hong Kong and the
Governor as the head of the Executive must consult it on sll important matters.
The responsivility for taking sction lies with the Governor, but if he acts
otherwise than advised by the Executlve Counhil, he is required to report his
reasons fully to the United Kingdom Covermment. The Council also has powers under
many_ofdinannes to make subsidlary legislation by way of rules, regulations and
crders, and also to consider appeels and petiticns under certain ordinances.
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