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I , INTRODUCTION

1, At its 3rd plenary mooting, on 23 Soptomber  1988, the Qonoral Aarrmbly,  on tha
recommendation of the Qenerrl Conunittaa,  doaided to include  in its aqonda the itom
entitled 181mplementation  of the World Programme of Action concorning Dirabled
Persons and the United Nation8 Dooade of Dirabled  Persona” and to allocate it to
tho Third Committee.

2, Tho Third Committee oonridarad the  item jo int ly with itrn,s 89, 90, 93, 107 and
144 at its 15th to land, 25th and 31rt mrcltinga,  on 20, 21, 24 to 26 and 31 October
and 3 Novembor 1988, An account of the Committee’8 discursion  ir contained in tho
relevant summary records (A/C,3/43/SR.l5-22,  25 and 31).

3. The Committee had before it the following documentations

(a) Report of the Economic and Social Council for the year 1988, chapter V,
section C (A/43/3)1 &I
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(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World
Progrsmme  of Action concerning Disabled Person6 and the United Nations Decade of
Dieabled Persons (A/43/634 and Add. 1).

4, At the 15th meeting, on 20 October 1968, the Director-Qeneral  of the United
Nations Office at Vienna, Head of the Centre for Social Development nnd
Humanitarian Affairs, and the Director of the Social Development Division of the
Centre made introductory statements (see A/C.3/43/SR.15).

II . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C,3/43/L.20

5, At the 25th meeting, on 31 October, the representative of the Philippines
introduced draft resolution A1C.31431L.20,  entitled “Tnplementation  of the World
Prpdramme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nation6 Decade  of
Disabled Persons”, sponsored by w r-d (&i.~a.  Cow. Costa air;n *
Paminica.aa EQYDtr EinlanB.  Qeunawa  Fe.der&J&.p&&  o f ,

_.rab nTr~cco. m, P e r u .  m

aandZimbs)lKg, subsequently joined by -Cameroon.
m and orally revised paragraph 1 (i) of the annex by deleti;g the
words “have sign langucge accepted as their official language, and to” after the
words “including the right to”. Samoa  later joined in sponsoring the draft
retsolution.

b. At the 31st meeting, on 3 November, the Commit+.ee  adopted draft resolution
A1C.31431L.20 without a vote (see para. 7).

I I I . RECOMMENDATION OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

7, The Third Committee reconullends  to the Qeneral  Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutiona

General Assembly I

mng all its relevant resolutions, including resolution 37152  of
3 December 1992, by which it adopted the World Programme of Action concerninq
Disabled Perdons,  21 and resolution 37153 of 3 December 1982, by which it,
mter alia, proclaimed tile period 1983-1992 the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Perticns,

21 A/37/351/Add. 1 and Add. l/Corr. 1, annex, sect. VIII, recommendat  ion 1 (IV),

/ I . .
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&c&Ling its resolution 42155 of 30 November 198” and reaffirming all of
its relevant provisions,

NR&~J  with s that an interregfonal meeting of representatives
of national disability committees will be held in early 1989 to exchange views
and information on enhancing the capabilities of such committees,

Z&&gn&&  of Economic and Social Council rssolution 1950145  of
27 May 1988, by which it, inter ah, reiterated the need to launch a special
global awareness and fund-raising campaign to give added momentum ta the
Decade, and in this regard, welcomed the appointment by the Secre?ary-General
of the Special Representative for the Promotion of the United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons

&!&J the important work  currently being undertaken by the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on
human rights and disability, which could serve as a useful basis for the
ccntinued efforts to ensure for disabled persons the enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms,

Bs.aring...in_mind  that the mid-decade review to evaluate the implementation
of the World Programme ot Action was conducted so that a list of priorities
could be established for planning global activities and programmes during the
remainder of the United Nations Decade of DJsabled  Persons and beyond, J.1

Z&&IQ-~&Q  account the concrete measures already carried out by the
Governments of Member States, the bodies nnd organisations of the United
Nations system and non-governmental organieations to implement the objectives
of t.he World Programme of Action witLin  the framework of the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons. and recognising that much more should be done to
improve the living conditions of persons with disabilities,

mtiti that Member States bear the ultimate responsibility for the
implementation of the World Programme of Action,

Rar;ognix.i.ng  the pivotal role of the United Nations in promoting the
exchange of information, experience and expertise and closer regional and
interregional co-operation towards more effective strategies and policies to
advance the status and welfare of persona with disabilities,

S.tres.si,ng  that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
of the Secretariat is the focal point within the United Nations for the
implementation  and monitoring of the World Programme of Action,

Noting. .w.ith...apg.re..cia!&m  the steps taken by the United Nations system and
by the non-governmental organieations concerned to monitor the implementation
of the World Programme of Action,

3.1 See CSDllA/DDP/GME/7.
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ConerrnaQ  that,  at  the mid-point  of  the Deoade,  the resource  base of  the
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons is
s ignif icantly reduced from that prevail ing during the f irst  half  of  the
Decade, and that unless this  trend is rovoreed and the resource capacit ies  of
the Fund are strengthened, many priority request8 will not be met and the
implementation of the World Programme of Action will be seriously affected,

m that, since developing countries are experiencing difficulties in
mobi l i s ing  reaources, international co-operation should be encouraged to
aooiot  in national efforts to implement the World Programme of Action and to
achieve the objectives of the United Nation6 Deaade of Dieabled  Persons,

Hevina the report of the Secretary-Qeneral on the
implementation of the World Progrmmo of Action concerning Disabled Persons
and the United Nations Deaade of Dioablrd Peraonu, A/

1. w the validity of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Personst

2 . m that for the second half of the United Nationo Decade of
Disabled Persons, special emphasis should be plaaed on the equalisation of
opportunities for disabled persons)

3 . Vraeo Member States, intergovernmental organisations and
non-governmental organiaatione concerned to translate into action at all
levels, as appropriate, the  prioritier for  g loba l  ac t i v i t i e s  and  progrmmes
during the second half of the United Nationr  Decade of Disabled Persons, such
as those set forth in the annex to the present reooluticnl

4. wits.invitatipn to all States to give high priority to
projects concerning the prevention of dirabilities,  rehabilitation and the
equalisation  of opportunities for disabled persons within the framework of
bilateral assistance, as well ar financial support to strengthen organisations
o f  disabled peoples

5 . lnvitee Governments to participate actively in the international
co-operation with a view to improving the living conditions of disabled
persons by encouraging professional experts, in particular disabled persons,
in various aspects of .shabilitation  and the equalisation of opportunity,
including those who are in retirement and willing to work with disabled people;

6, Re.a the Secretary-Qeneral to encourage all organ6 and bodiss of
the United Nations, including roqlonal  aommissions,  international
organisations and the specialised  agencies, to take into account in their
programmes and operational activities the specific needs of disabled personl;:

41 A / 4 3 / 6 3 4  a n d  Add.1.
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7. m the Secretary-General to take, among othbra, the following
meaaurcta  at the United  Nutions level:

(a) uieseminatr  widely the text of the World Programme oi A c t i o n  and all
manuals and special publications prepared by the United Nation@ for the
International Year of Disabled Persons, 1981, and the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons)

(b) Examine possible ways in which United Nations meetings, information
materials and documente  can be made more accersible to disabled persons and
determine the f .Cnancial  implications thereof 1

(c) Assist Member States in establishing and strengthening national
committees on disability issues and similar co-ordiuating bodiecr

(d) Promote and support the establiehmont  of strong national
organisations of disabled persons)

0, E&g-ta the Secretary-General to conduct a feasibil y study on the
substantive, finanoial  and administrative implications of alternative ways to
mark the end of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons in 1992, which
would include a review of tho global progress achieved and obstaclea
enccuntered during the Decade and which would provide a mechanism for
preparing the actions needed until the year 2000 and beyond, and to submit the
study  to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth eeesiont

9, E&q- the Secretary-General to strengthen the rqional
commissions to enable them to promote technical co-operation a-:tivitiee and
the sharing of national resources for personnel training, the exchange of
information, policy and programme development and research and the
participation of disabled persons?

10. En&,r.aas  the measures proposed by the Secretary-General in his
report I/ to strengthen the programmes and activities ot! the agencies and
bodies of the United Nations system and to improve the co-ordination of
inter-agency efforts on behalf of disabled persons;

11. I.nvit.88  the Secretary-General and Member States to involve disabled
persons to a greater extent in United Nations programmes and activities,
i.nter...nlJ.a,  through the provision of empiqyment  opportunl ties t

12. Reguasts  the Secretary-General to consider, within existing ’
resources, alternative structures to ensure that the issue of disability is
accorded high visibility and to develop the Disabled Persons Unit of the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs  a6 a specialieed
facilitating agent engaging the available resources of the United Nations
system And re1evar.t  networks outside the United National

/ . . .
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13. In\ritss the Centre to  expand itr c lo se  co l laborat ion  wi th
intargovernmsntsl a n d  non-guvrrnmrntal  organhationr activr  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f
dicability, in partiauler  organiaatie.na  of dlaablad parsons, md to aonsult
with them on a regular and ayatematia basis on matters relating to the
implementation of the WorM Progrmme  o f  Actitnj

14. ma Membrr  Statoa,  nat iona l  committoes,  the  United Nat ions
system and non-governmental organisations to anaiat in a global information
and fund-raising oampaign  to publiaise the United Nations Deaade of Disabled
Persona through all appropriate meanar

15. m the important role of non-governmental organisations,
e spec ia l ly  those  represontiag  persona  with  d i sab i l i t i e s ,  in  the  rffrotive
implementation of the World Programme of Aation,  in raising international
awareness of the concorna of poraoaa  with diaabilitioa  and in monitoring and
evaluating progrora  achieved during the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons t

16, Raauartr the Secretary-General to inform the Commission for Social
Development at its thirty-first arsaion of thr progress of work of the Special
Representative for the Promotion of thr Decade of Disabled Personal

17. w the Soaratary-General  t o  cont inue  to  admin i s ter  daxrated
funds, using tham.for projects under the presrnt etructure of the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Donado of Disabled Peraonn, and, in addition, to
continue to make new provisions in order to offer a aelection of projects to
donor countrims that might be willing to finanae a partiaular progrsmmo  under
the “Special Purpose Contributional’t

18. ReafLirms  that the roaourcea  of the Voluntary Fund should be used to
support catalytic and innovative  activitira in order  to implrmont  further the
objectives of ths World Programme of Aotion within the framework of tha United
Nationa Decade of Disabled Persona, with priority given, as appropriate, to
programmes and projects  of the least  d e v e l o p e d  courkrieu!

19. m Qovornmenta  and noxa-govormental  organisations to continue
their contributions to the Voluntary Fund and calls upon Qovernmenta and
non-governmental organisations that havet  not yet done so to consider
contributing to the Fund so as  to enable i t  to  respond effect ively t o  the
growing demand for aaaiatancet

20. Recrueets  the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
its forty-fourth session on the implementation of the present resolution)

21. Q&.&,n to include in the provisional agenda of  i ts  forty-fourth
aesrrion  the item entitled ‘*Implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persona and the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persona”,

/ . . .



A/43/010
Engl i ah
Page 7

1, Member States, which havr the main reaponaibility  for the
implementation of the World Programmo  of Aotion oonaerning  Disabled Persona,
are urged1

(a) To develop and implsmont  national plans of action, using a
multieectoral, interdisciplinary approaah in consultation with organirationa
of disabled psroonat

(b) To promoto  the developmoat  and funotioning  of organisations of
disabled persona by providing technical  and finrrncial support;

(c) To eatablirh  and/or strongthen national committees or similar
co-ordinating bodies,

(d) To launch a public information and edUOatiOA campaign in which
disabled persons are portrayed as equal members of aocietyt

(e) To support cult-oral  aativitira to promote awarrn~aa  of the United
Nations Decade of Diaablrd Persona by giving disabled people the opportunity
to participate in tnuaiaal, ar t i s t ic  and drama activitieaj

(f) To revirw,  update and,  where nrooaaary, improve national legislation
to ensure general conformity with international standardor

(g) To consider incorporating in their legislation and planeing the
rights of the disabled, including those of prreona who aret

(i) Hearing-impaired, including the right to have sign langrrnge
interpretationr

(ii) Visually impaired, including access to Braille material, audio aids
and large print informationr

(iii) Mentally impaired, including access to easy reading materials!

(iv) Speech-impaired, including access to new technologies)

(h) To formulate and implement disability-related projects for inclusion
in technical co-operation programmes fir,anced by the United Nations
Development Programme through the country progremmea funded by the indicative
planning figures;

/ 1 I .
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(i) To review and extend services and benefits available to disablrd
people and their families, aimed at eaeuring basic level income maintenance
and promoting self-directed personal aesistarrce,  housing, transport and other
facilftfee  needed for independent living;

(j) To  tra in  poraonnol, including disabled per80nBr  to build a national
aapability to deal with dieabilityr

(k) To establish machinery for appropriate data collection on
disabilities, to be used in national planning]

(1) To ure indigenour  raw materials, ecirntific expertise and production
facilities for the manufacture and local repair of appropriate technical aids
and appliances needed by disabled pereoner

(m) To accede to and implement the groviqione of the Nairobi Protocol to
the Florence Agroemrnt  concerning the duty-free international movement of
eguipment  and material needed to assist the daily l iving of disabled people)

(n) To ratify, if they have not yet done so, International Labour
Organisation Convention No. 159 of 1953 on Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment of Disabled Persons;

(0) To support ceeearch  into the special needs of disabled persons and
into  p r o g r a m m e s  t o  benef i t  them and the ir  fsmiliesr

(p) To develop rrerv.ices  and facilities to promote the rehabilitation ancl
equalisation of opportunities of disabled women, elderly disabled people,
mentally ill and other mentally impaired people, multiple disabled persons,
disabled refugee6 and dioabled migrants.

2. Intergovernmental organimations are urged to give priority to issues
concerning disabled pereons and to take initiatives to implement the World
P r o g r a m m e  o f  A c t i o n ,

3. Non-governmental organisations, which play an important role in the
implementation of the World Programme of Action, are urged during the
remainder of the Decade8

(a) To establish regular and systematic contacts with the United Nations
system and other non-governmental organisations in collecting and
disseminating information and research findings, planning activities and
s’haring  innovative experiences and in maximising the use of available
resources t

(b) To mobilise their networks and resources to publicise the aims and
objectives of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Personst

(c) To provide regular information on their activities and meetings to
the Disabled Persons Unit of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and actively to support its ac:tivities,


