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, The author, twice
barred from the
country, finds

|  improved living
conditions. But the
nation is wrenched
by foreign intrigue
and domestic
oppression.

was a joke I had used in an article
w illustrate the attitudes of Ruma-
nia toward neighboring states. The
joke took a cut at Todor Zhivkov,

I stayed hinted that life was more
comfortable now: the bathroom
taps were metal instead of the
leaky plastic of yore; the restau.
rant food did not induce boils; the
Gamza burgundy was excellent.
Pleasantly situated in a broad
valley, Sofia is described by Bul-
garians as “the greenest city in
Europe" and streets are lined with
black (Continued on Page 158)

David Binder, who served as The
New York Times’s East Europe
carruspandent from 1263 to 1967, is
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BULGARIA

Continued from Page 155

locusts, mapies, birches,
elms and horse chestnuts.
Looming to the south is Mt.
Vitosha, the queen of the Rila
range; to the north are the
long spines of the Balkan
The city was established as
Serdica in the second century
by the: Roman Emperor
Trajan on the site of an an-
cient Thracian settlement;
elements of Roraan fortifica-
tions have been carefully pre.
served to this day. The archi-
tecture of the capital is a con-
genial mixture of Viennese,
Byzantine and Turkish styles,
although a Parisian critic re-
cently described the mus-
tard-tinted former royal pal-
ace as ‘a French town hall.”
With its screeching yellow
streetcars, its cobblestoned
avenues and tin-roofed
shacks housing thousands of
Gypsies, Sofia seems an ap-
propriate setting for old-fash-
ioned international intrigue,
but scarcely the ideal spot for
masterminding a far.flung
plot to murder a Pope.
Nonetheless, that is what
an Italian magistrate has
charged. In 1982, Mehmet All
Agca — the lone Turkish gun-
man seized after attempting
to kill Pope John Paul II the
previous year — swore that
Sergei 1. Antonov, chief of the
Bulgarian airline office in
Rome, and two other Bulgar-
jans had directed the plot.
Warse still was the sugges-

tion by the Italian magis-
trate, Ilario Martella, that

the assassins were acting as*

agents of the Bulgarian Gov-
emnment. :

The Bulgarians promp
rejected the charges as
preposterous. But even if the
“Bulgarian  connection” is
proved faise (the outcome of
Agca’s interminable trial is
as unpredictable as Agea's
testimony, which has in-
cluded - among other asser-
tions — his claim that he is
Jesus Christ), the incident
further tarnished the image
of a country that has already
been implicated in a number
of cloak-and-dagger activi-
ties.

There was, for instance, the
case in 1978 of the notorious
umbrella " killer who fired
from his bumbershoot a
minuscule platinum pellet
containing a powerful poison
{nto the leg of Georgi Markov,
a dissident Bulgarian writer
living in London. Mr. Mar-
kov, who had assailed Presi-
dent Todor Zhivkov in broad-
casts transmitted by -Radio
Free Europe to his homeland,
died four days later at age 49.
His assassin was never found.

Then there are the charges
that Bulgaria's large export
company, Kintex, is an inter-
national arms trafficker.
Deputy Foreign Minister
Lyuben Gotsev acknowl.
edged to me in an interview
that “there have been cases

S S S
a1

in which Kintex arms have
been found in the hands of
people who are, as you say,
hostile to the United States'’
— people, according to Amer-
ican intelligence agents, such
as Arab terrorists in Lebanon
and Libya.

In addition, the United
States Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration says that Bul-
garian authorities harbor in.
ternational dealers responsi-
ble for shipments of hercin
and other narcotics from the
Middle East to porthern Eu-
rope.

Domestically, the Govern-
ment is waging a remorseless
campaign to force homogene-
ity on what has been a typi-
cally multi-ethnic Balkan
salad of Turks, Moslem
Pomaks, Gypsies, Arme-
nians, a handful of Albanians,
Greeks and Rumaniang, not
t0 mention several hundred
thousand Macedonians.

In the recent drive to *“Bul-
garize’ the Turkish minerity,
at least 200 civilians and sol-
diers were killed. (Amnesty
International has reported
the figure at 500.) The aim, as
described by the Communist
Politburo member Stanko
Todorov, is to make Bulgaria
a “single-nationality state’
— something southeastern
Europe has not known in its
3,000 years of recorded histo-
ry.

ULGARIAN AU-

thorities call criticism

on any of these paints
part of an “anti-Bulgarian
campaign.” With a studied
air of resignation, Deputy
Foreign Minister Gotsev said
that a clipping service had
collected 4,033 articles from
United States periodicals on
Sergei Antonov — the Bulgar-
ian now being held and tried
in Italy — adding, ‘‘Antonov
has not even been sentenced
and yet we are called assas-
sins, terrorists.” )




" "The Bulgarian official who
1 has become the international
spokesman on the Antonov
case is Boyan Traikov, direc-
tor of the Bulgarian Tele-
graph Agency. A tall, long-
faced man, suave in a pink

shirt, Mr. Traikov receives |.

me in his vast office on Sofia’s

Lenin Boulevard and recites |

people, streets, hatels,” seen
enough, in essence, to be able
to fabricate the *“Bulgarian
connection” scenario.

The campaign, he says,

smiling under heavy eye. |
brows, “is not directed ex-
actly toward Bulgaria, but to-
ward the Soviet Union." He
continues: It fits the think-
ing in the West about Bul.
gAaria as the most faithful, the
most orthodox — they call us
asatellite.

“We are not so important

asmbetheobjeczo:such.

great attention around the

world. The campaign is |

aimed at the Soviet Union and
the Socialist system. Like bil.
liards, you hit one ball to hit
another.” His allusion to the
“Bulgarian connection®* thus

embodies the supposition of

its believers: that the Soviet
K.G.B. ultimately pulled the
wires in the plot to.kill the
Pope, while the Bulgarians
served as mere marionettes,

At least on the surface it
would seem this country, the
size of Peansylvania and with
a population of nine million,
is indeed Russia’s most faith.
ful ‘ally. The capital boasts
notonly a statue of Czar Alex-
ander 11 and the Alexander
Nevsky Cathedral, erected in
gratitude for the 1878 libera
tion of Bulgaria, but also a
huge monument to the Soviet
Army, a large statue of Lenin
and numerous avenues
named for Russian figures.
No Soviet troops or rockets
are based here, but the Rus-
sian Embassy has more than
500 personnel, according to
Western diplomats, who be-
lieve still more Russians
function as military and po-
lice advisers.

R AN
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Sovietization of Bulgaria
began immediately after
Marshal Fyodor 1. Tolbuk-
hin’s troops took over the
country in 1944. Thrust into
power under Soviet guns, the
Bulgarian Communist Party,
aumbering fewer than 11,000

duced to simply a political
puppet of Stalin, He died in
1949 and was succeeded by his
brother-in-law, Vulko Cher-
venkov, a -Moscow-trained
Stalinist,

In 1954, a year after Stalin’s .
death, Bulgaria acquired
what is known as a ‘‘home
Communist,’”” a party meme
ber whose political experi.
ence was Bulgarian, not Rus-
sian. This was Todor Zhiv-
kov, a printer who, in the last

—Yyears_of World War II, had |
become political commissar
otthemﬁsancx:avdar Bri-
gade that fought Bulgarian
fascist government forces.

Mr. Zhivkov is now the sen-
jor governing Communist in
Europe, having ruled as
party secretary for 31 years,
and having survived the
years of Stalin, Khrushchev,

military coup attempt in 1965,

To be sure, Mr. Zhivkov has
paid public dues with such re-
marks as, ‘“The Soviet Union
and Bulgaria breathe with
the same lungs and the same
blood flows in our veins,* and
such actions as sending a
token force to aid in the
Soviet-bloc  invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968
(neighboring Rumania did
not).

But to suggest that Mr.
Zhivkov's Bulgaria is an un-
wavering Soviet satellite may
be to exaggerate. A year ago,
Mr. Zhivkov's long-
trip to Bonn was called off at
the last minute by Mikhail S..
Gorbachev. This annoyed the
Bulgarian leader, who re-

' sponded to the humiliation )

with a series of visits to and
from the heads of state of
Rumanis, Japan, Finland
and France, thus asserting a

© degree of independence from
Moscow.
In October, Mr. Gorbachev |

vigited Buigaria, this time as
Soviet party chief. In private
talks, he let Mr. Zhivkov
know that the Soviet Union
was no longer going to accept
the second-rate goods Bul-
garia was dumping in the
Soviet market, while selling
higher-quality products to the
West. Putting the squeeze on
further, he said Moscow was

cutting back on its shipments |

of subsidized oil to Bulgaria.
Western diplomats main.
tain that the Soviet Union has
never treated Bulgaria as a
valuable partner. “The Sovi-
ets don’t consult, they don’t
even inform  their own

improved
upon it, so that agriculture
and some industries are more
productive than in the moth
erland. )
Meanwhile, the Russians
have remonstrated in private
with the Bulgarians about the
anti ‘campaign,
out that the tensions
ithasraisedeou!dhavcmi-
ous

repercussions
~Rxmta’s own last-m

powmiw. "The
Swlupmhasmmuma
disapproving silence about
the Bulgarian drive.

Page 12
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\ ERTAINLY THE
push to ‘‘Bulgarize’
the minorities 'is the

most dramatic event within,

the country since Mr, Zhiv-
kov's rise to power. The cam.
paign, which, according to
some Bulgarians, was con-
ceived in a secret party direc.
tive in 1971, has been mas-
sive: Although 250,000 Bul-
garian Macedonians were re-
corded in the 1946 census, by
1975 none were listed — nor

Not conteat simply to drop

minority listings, over the |:
last four years, the Govern. |
ment has forced some 5,000 |

ethnic Albanians, along with
thousands of Gypsies and
Armenians, to take Buigarian
names. The Peopie’s Socialist
Republic of Albania has
lodged a formal protest.

In August 1984, the push
gathered force, in anticipa-
tion of a national census
scheduled for- this month
when the Government is ex~

pected to declare the country |

- ethnically pure, with no hints
of any cultural diversity.

Last December, the Gov-
ernment focused its efforts on
Bulgaria’s one million’ ethnic
Turks, starting in the south-
emn district of Kyrdzhali.
There was bloody resistance
in Momchilgrad and the state
militia, the military and the
Zapasi, or special reserves,
were called in. Dozens of peo-
ple were killed. In early Janu-
ary, the drive was
to the north. Whole districts
were sealed off to foreigners.

Armed forces typically
would surround a village and
then force the inhabitants, at
gunpoint, to line up and sign
name-change petitions.
Stopped by a roadblock on the
outskirts of Yablanovo, on the

northern rim of the Balkan |

range, a foreigner questioned

a soldier. Yes, said the young |

rifleman, Turks had been

killed in the rural town, and |

50 had some soldiers. In all,
about 30 died, he said, bran-
dishing his AK-47 and sputter-
ing, **Rrra-tat-tat-tat.”

The Government has closed
ali Turkish schools (there had
been 1,199 Turkish schools in
1951) and the one Turkish
newspaper, Yeni Isik; Turk-
ishJanguage radio broad-
casts have been taken off the
air and fines imposed for

Turkish in public.
Increasing numbers of Turks
have fled to Rumania and
Greece,
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A good deal of hlstorle-l revlslon-
ism has accompanied the campaign.
In 1964, Todor Zhivkov proclaimed
that **all possible opportunities had
been created for the Turkish popula.
tion to develop their culture and lan.
guage.’ As late as last year, Bulgaria
toid a United Nations committee that
it had national minorities, But in
early March, Stanko Todorov of the
Politburo declared in the Turkish vil-
lage of Novachevo: “At the end of
1984 and the beginning of 1983, a pro-
cess was carried out with a new force
spontaneously and comprehensively

restoring the Bulgarian names of our
mpamouwmhadmldsh-muc
names. This process was concluded in
the whole country in two to three
months, The workers considered their
past, recognized their Bulgarian roots
and their Bulgarian national belong-
ing.” Ethnic Turks, he boasted, were
really descendants of Bulgarians who
had been “forcibly Turkicized'* under
Ottoman rule.

Clearly, some are not willing to ac~
cept this new version of their past. An
explosion rocked the railway station
in Plovdiv in August 1984, but it was
not unti! May 16 of this year that Kos-
tadin Lyutov, the state prosecutor,
acknowledged that a woman had been
killed in the blast; he added that
seven others were killed by an expio-
sion on a train on March 9. Some ob-
servers suggest that the death toll
might be as high as 30 from bombs in
a supermarket, a u-axnwny. a disco
anda hotel.

Off the record, Bulgarian officials
charge that ethnic Turks are respon-
sible; publicly, the -bombs have
touched off an explosion of hatred.
“*Our Turks don't believe in God, they
believe in whisky,” a middle-ranking
government official remarked with a
sneer. Later, in an outdoor cafe fac-

ing Sofia’s Eagle Bridge, a 29-year-

old graduate student told me wehe. |

mently that all Turks “‘deserve to be
punished.” Others trotted out ration-
alizations typical of such ethnocen-
tricity: the minority populations were
reproducing at a fast clip, while the
Slavic population was stagnating.
The fact that the original Bulgarians
- the Bulgars - were a Turkic peo-
ple did not stop their xenophobic re-

spanses,

Still, the Zhivkov Government is
palpably nervous about the ethnic
Turkissue.

What was it Boyan Traikov had said
tome? *“They think we are a totalitar-
ian police state, that no bird can pass
over without being seen, that tele-

conversations are being
tapped. foreigners followed. But
there is no such system of control.”

Nonetheless, as a passenger in the
cars of Western diplomats, it was
clear to me that many were followed
by unmarked automobiles of the Daz-
javna Sigurnost, the state security
force.

Telephone taps? One day I called
the Turkish Embassy from the hotel
and was told to come to the chancery
on Boulevard Tolbukhin. Guarding -
the embassy, in addition to a police-
man, was a muscular youth in a
camouflage uniform with a broad
leather hoister, from which the grip of
a ten-shot Skorpion machine pistol
protruded. He was a member of the
Zapasi, the special reserve unit de-
ployed in suppressing the Turks., Nei-
ther the policeman nor the Zapasi
trooper bothered me, but next moen-
ing at 7:05, my phone rang and, when
1 answered, a male voics, plainly
Slavic, snaried: “Tolbukhint®

“Tolbukhin?" linquired.

“Yes,” came the reply, and then
the line went dead.

Myuneasmssremmed.'nﬂsma
warning. Yet, several days later
when I set out into the mountains to
find some ethnic Turks no one seemed
to be following.

The Turks were not hard to find, bat
they were frightened. A group of con-
struction workers told me everyone in
their village had been compelled to
accept Bulgarian names last Decsm-

' ber. There had been resistance ang

wpﬁmsmwm.mwu.
the Danube.

Whenever anyone passed on the
road, the men fell silent. With a look
of disgust, one proffered his new in.
ternal identity pass, with his new Bul-
garian name. The workers’ Bulgarian
foreman had warned them not to talk
t0 strangers, one explained, adding
umutheywerecaushtmeyemubc
putoff the job.

Nonetheless, they ticked.off their
complaints and fears: mmquu had
been closed; perhaps ethnic
would be denied higher m

state,” said one. Would he emigrate if
he could? ‘I was born here and 11l die
here.”

ODOR ZHIVKOV BOASTS OF
making Bulgaria “the Japsn
of the Balkans.” It is an over-
reaching claim, but a returning trave
eler cannot fail to be impressed by the
transformation of what had been, 20
years ago, essentiaily a peasant socl-

ety. .
Today, Bulgaria generates 25 per-
cent of its electrical power in nuclear

are paying off in terms of improved '
living standards for many citizens.
The average wage is about 250 leva a
month ($240 at the official exchange



rate), but there are usually !
two or more wage earners in
a family.

Thus the extremely harsh
winter of 1984-83, with its
power outages and food short-
ages, came ‘“as a bit of a
shock,” in the words of a mid-
dle-aged office worker. Bul-
garian Socialism, with its
mania for fulfilling plans, had
not taken account of such va~

garies as bad weather or |

other natural calamities.
Prospects for this winter are
grim, as well: already, every
day there are power outages
for two hours.

One young West German
technician who travels
around the country servicing
advanced machine tools told
me: “They are 15 to 20 years

behind us and they will stay |

there because they have no
way of developing their own
products.’” He was scornful of
the lack of incentive — Bule
garian electronics engineers
earn little more than ordi-
nary factory workers == but
spoke admiringly of some en-
terprises that were *‘as clean
as those in Stuttgart and
working beautifuily."

Bulgarian farming is rela-
tively prosperous, with large
and growing agro-industrial
compiexes specializing in the
cultivation of grapes, fruits
and vegetables and raising
cattle. Gradually, Bulgarian
agricultural products are
penetrating Western mar-
kets, although it appears that
the better wines are not ex-
ported.

Nearly 28 percent of the
agricultural output comes
from the 13 percent of the
land the Government lends to
farmers as private plots. One
Sunday, I saw Bulgarians till-
ing these small plots in the
fertile Struma River Valley,
their backs bent in classic
peasant pasture as they hoed.
But they had driven to the
fields in their own cars,
mostly Soviet Fiat.licensed
Ladas, a new kind of mobility
for farmers in the Balkans.
Encouragement of private
farming is also partly the

work of Mr. Zhivkov.
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Todor Zhivkov became

punydﬁe(inlsslbyde-
nouncing *personality
cult” of his predecessor,
Vulko Chernenkov. But now

merly a small farming vil-
lage, is today a mode! town,
with a new high school, hotel,

of the town’s Culture Palace,
_which also contains a mu.
seum tracing Mr. Zhivkov's |
life in photographs. His col-
fected works, with titles like
“Some New Views and
Aproaches Concerning the
Framing and Impiementa-
tion of the Techno-Scientific
Policy,” have reached Vol.
ume 29, and cover only the
yearsof his rule t01979.

The road to Pravets is Bul-
garia’s newest four-lane high-
way, and on a mountaintop
overiooking the town is Bul-
garia’s new state guest house
where, according to one visite
ing diplomat, Mr. Zhivkov en-
tertained Finland's President
Mauno Kojvisto with a daring
girlie show.

The leader, it would seem,
bears little similarity to the
man ] saw briefly 20 years
ago at a state funeral in
Bucharest. Russia’s Anastas
Mikoyan and China‘’s Zhou
Enlai and all the other Com-
munist leaders chatted

| among themselves,

laughing
and making smalt talk - all,
that is, but Todor Zhivkov,
who sat alone on a chair
against the wall. No one
spoke to him and, having just
been barred from his country,
I decided not to myself.

For a brief period, some ob-
servers wondered whether a
Zhivkov dynasty was in the
offing. After his daughter,
Lyudmila, graduated from
unjversity in 1966, he drew
her into the party, and by 1975
she had become chairman of
the stats committee for cul-
ture; four years later, at age
36, she was elected to the

| “Greater Bulgaria,”
" brought woe and shrinkage

Politburo. She died in 1981 in
an automobile accident. Typi-
cal of the Balkan rumor mill
that works overtime in the
absence of a free press, talk
spread that Lyudmila had
been * by Soviet doc-
tors" for advocating national-
ism.

She is commemorated by |
the Lyudmila Zhivkova Na-
tional Palace of Culture,
Sofia’s largest and perhaps
ugliestbuilding. It servesasa
backdrop to a memorial dedi-
cated four years ago to 13 cen-
turies of nationhood.

Such nationalism is also ap-
parent in the schools. One

Western diplomat tells the |:

story of his son, who was en-
rolled in a Buigarian high
school. One day, in a military
course, an officer-teacher
pointed to a map of Europe.
“You are not here because of
the NATO military threat,”
he said. “You're here for

encompassing large areas of
present-day Greece, Yugosla.
via and Albania. It is just
such extreme nationalism,
and the dream of restoring
the medieval empire of

upon -the nation in the first
place.

Yet, it would seem that

most of the young Buigarians
1 met do not share such na-
tionalistie dreams. Like their
contemporaries all over the
world, they are interested in
jeans and rock music; one
spoke of his dream to become
a country-western singer, in
The young people
say *“clao” and “merci” in.
stead of *‘dovizhdane” and
“blagodarya.” Some, like the
sweet-faced young woman I
saw at noon on a weekday in
Safla’s Sveta Nedelya church,
light votive candles in the
chapels.

“that’
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TILL, THERE 1S THE

puzzie: Why does the

Zhivkov Government
induige in such an atavistic
nationalist paroxysm, going
. sofar as to force its citizens to
+ change their names? Why
~ does a country that aspires to
. enter the high-tech age risk
: international opprobrium by
| engaging in trafficking in
drugs, arms and cloak-and-
! daggerintrigues?

At least part of the answer
lies in- Bulgarian history. In
the Middle Ages, the Bulgars
created an empire stretching
from the Black Sea to the Ae-
; geanand, for a time in the 9th
' and 13th centuries, to the
Adriatic. Modern Yugosla-
via’s capital of Belgrade was,

* for a time, a Bulgarian cita-
. del, So was Greece’s Saloni.
ka. But for five of the last six
centuries, there was no Bul-
garia, only the Ottoman Em-
lmare. and what the nation's
greatest writer, Ivan Vazov,
cailed the Turkish yoke.
Freedom movements were
11 growing when Bulgaria was
liberated in 1878 by the troops
of the Russian Czar. “The
Bulgarians never liberated
themselives,” remarked a
Macedonian from Yugosla-
via, who is a keen observer of
this country, “and after the
Russians  liberated them,
they only won one war, a
short one in 1885.”
i “Bulgarian history is dis.

side in three wars," suffering
defeat in the Second Balkan
War, and again in World
Wmlandn.whenaulgana
sided with Germany.
Having . made wrong
choices at three critical junc.
tures in the space of less than.
three decades, “there is no
fixed reference point,” ob.
| served the Macedonian. *For
Bulgarians, who is to say the
choices they make now are
notwrong?* @
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Y pky A ity ey

HQEH)JH‘QM‘ME

Kb napen6a Ne 1 a OGLIMHCKY HAPOLEH: THBET

“AcenoBrpax

Y. 5a— 06myBaneTo Meway GBLArapckure
rpaKpiani B CEMHIHATA CHCTEMA xa CTaBa Ha
ObArapcKs esux. | B

Y. 36 — aaﬁpaﬂﬂna ce rpa}xnaﬂme a-Ho-
CAT HETPaRHIMOHHO GbArapcko 06JexNio KaTo
majBapy, Qepenxera H APyrH.

Hapymenusita Ha HACTOSMUTE AONDBAHEHHS
ce KOHCTATUPAT M CAMKIHOHUDAT CHIIACHO 3a-
KAouNTeANHTe pasnopentn ea Hapepba Ne i
Ha Q6HC — Acenosrpan. |

VK Ha OGw.uucku Hapogen ,bGem
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PASNUCIA
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B tpuavesen cpox, cirnacwo un.44 an.l ot 3AHH mora na wanpa-
NKCMEHHN BI3PAMEHNS NO 2KTA M cernacuo 9m.48 an.! ot 3AHH ce
mnmasam fna ysenoms OHCCC...............aHo npomens afpeca cu,

S

WIRG. HA aar . wniEiif:
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pUTE WMEH3 ¥ 2APEC Ha CBHAETEN MpM OTHA3 fa ce fionyuu npenuca/
yn.43, an,ll ot 3AHH,

HIETEN: AKTOCCTABHTEN. /BPIYHTER/-

BENERHA: AmTocscTasuTenar /spyun enss/ NOAMACEa Cieg MoATKCBEZHE
Pa3nucCKaTa OT NoAy4yaTena Ha Npenuca OT aKTa MAW 3nef HAANSHHOTO
0%0pMAHE NpW OTKa3,

s ALes LS b (Apdaedl B,1a¥1) agdl byl glagll Uads g
C AL m0t AU Jloasl

(Lenadl Aupe Alen) Lena st csis)



