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I. IMRODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 20 September 1985, the ceneral Assenbly, on the
reconmendation of the ceneral comnit.tee, decided to include in the agenda of itsfortieth session the iten entltled "eueslion of aglngr report of the
Secretary-ceneral " and to allocate it to the Third Coflnlttee.

2' The Third committee considered ghe rtem jointry r{ith items 89, 90, gL, 95, 97and 98 at its l6th to 23rd. 3zth, 45th and 53rd ,eelirrg", on 18, 2i, 2i" 2l and28 october and 1l' 19 and 25 Novenb€r 19g5. An account of the conmittee I sdiscussion is contained in the rirevant sunmary records (A/c.3/40/se.L6-23 , g7,46
and 53.

3. Ihe Comnieeee had before it the follorring docurnentalion:

(a) Repor C of the Economic and Social Council, chapter V, secCion B(^/40/3',,, y
(b) Questlon of agirigr report of the Secretary-Gene ral (A/4O/7L41 .

4. At the 15th neeting, on 18 October, the Under-secretary-ceneral forrnternatlonal Economic and sociar Affairs and the Assistant secretary-ceneral forsocial Developnent and Humanitarian Affairs natte introaluctory statenents.

v To be isBued
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II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

A. Draft resoLution A,/c.3,/40/L.27

5. At the 37th neeting, on 1l Novenber, the rePresentative of !g!!a introduced a
draft resolut Lon (Mc.3l4o/L.27) entitLed 'QueBtlon of agingn sponsored by Austria,
Bangladesh, Cirprua, the Cu

Inflonesia ' Malta, Morocco ' the I and the Sudan as trell
as the Fedetal Republlc of Gernanv, the canbia and

5. At the sane neetlng, the Comrntttee aalopted the draft resolution without a vote
(see para. 131 draft re8olution I).

B. Draft resolution A/C.3,/40lL.26

7. At the 37th neeting' the representatlve of Yugoslavia, on behalf of the stateE
Menbers of the Uniteil Nations that are members of the Group of 77, introducetl a
draft reaolut ion lA/c.3/40/L.26) entitled irrplenentation of the International Plan
of Action on Aging".

8. A statenent by the secretary-General on the Progradrc budget inplications of
the draft resolution ls contained in document A/c.3/4o/L.31.

9. lhe operative part of the draft resolution read as fo1lolts:

"The General AssenblY,

Decides to establlsh at the forty-first sesslon of the General
Assenbly an open-ended l$orking GrouP of the Third Conmittee to study the
elaboration of a progranme for the irnplenentation of the Int€rnational Plan of
Action on Aging and to rnake recommendatlons on Ehe ways and means for the
inplenentat lon of thls plogranmet

"2. APpeaIs to concerned agencies and organizations of the United.
Nation6 system to Partlclpate actively ln the nork of the vlorking Group for
the early colqrletion of lts taskl

Requests the non-governmental organizations concerned to Provide,
Ehrough the Se-r-ary-General ' to tbe GrouP any informatlon and documentation
that will nake its taak easlert

Redueste the working GrouP to rePort to the General Assenbly at it6
forty-second session. "

IO. At the 46tb meetlng, on 19 November, the repregentatj.ve of lgjPglggb, on
behalf of the scates menbers of Ehe Group of 77' subseguently joined by glEggl
France and Greece, introduced a revised draft resolut ion (A/c.3/ 4O/L.26 /Rev .Il
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entitred 'r$plementation of the rnEernatlonar pran of Action on Aglng,, and further
revised tt orarly by inserting the word6 iby all uniteat Natlons bodies, organg and
agencies' after Dactivilles undertahenr in operative paragraph Z.

Il. At the 53rtl me€tlng, on ?5 No\renber, the Asslstant Secretary-ceneral for
Progranne Plannlng and Co-ordinatlon stated that th€ draft reEolutlon had no
Programme or flnanclal _inplicat ions.

Lz. At the sane neeting, the @|mittee adopted the reviseil alraft resolutionttithout a vote (see para. 13, draft resolution II).

III. RECOTIIIIENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COI{I,IITTEE

13- The thirtl connlttee reconmends to the ceneral Assenbry the adoption of the
foltowing draft resolut ions:

DRAFT RESOI.UTION 1

Question of aging

The General Assenbiy,

Reaffirming it6 resolution 39/25 of 23 Novenber 1984, in nhich it
recognlzed the lncreasing anareness in many countries of issues relateal to
aging and of the need !o provide national authorltles, at thelr request, trith
technical and financiaL asslstance in thelr efforts to ltq)lernent policies and
progratnes,

Reaffirming Econonic anal Social Council resolution LgAS/zg of
29 May 1985' in whlch covernments and intergovern ental and non-governnental
organizatlons t'ere urged to continue to strengthen their efforts to lmplenent
the.Princlples and objectives of the Internatlonal plan of Actlon on Aqfng ?l.and in which the secretary-General was requested to lnclude, on an annual
basis' the United Nations Trust pund for AgLng !/ afiong the prograflNmes
considered at the United Natlona pledglng Confeience for DeveloFnent
ActivitieE,

Eltphasizing the irnpor tance of regional meetings to consialer the
lrq)letnentatlon of the recomnendatlons of the plan of Action, as denonstrated
by the Afrlcan conference on Aglng, helil at Dakar in December l9g4r

. . Z/- -- 
see Report,of the world Assenbly on Aging, Vienna, 26 July-6 August 19Bz

(United Nations publicatlon, Sales No.@
y Previously known as the Uniteal Nations Tru€t Fund for tbe ylorld Assenbly

on. Aging.
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Enphasizing also the positive resutts of the convenlng of seninars and
meetings to exchange informatlon, knowledge and experience on the question of
aging, particularly anong developing countrie6,

Recognizinq that the clramatic increaee in the nunbers and proportion of
older adults has serious socio-econornic inplications and ls resulting in an
increasing need for research and training at all levels,

Recalling the reconnendations of the International Conference on
Population, which paid particular attention to the urgent and emerging issues
of agLng, !j/

ApPreciating the efforts of lhe Direc tor-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation to establish a steer ing conimittee and
working group on the fotlow-up of ceneral Assenbl-y reaolutlon 39/Z2B of
18 Decenber 1984 on the fnternatlonal Conference on population,

APpreclaCing the attention given to the question of elderly eonen by lhe
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Unlted Natlons Decade for Women:
Equality, Developnent and Peace and the inclusion of this issue in the.Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancenent of t{omen, y

Stressing the inportance of the activities of the United Nations Trust
Fund for Aging to assist @untries, at thelr requestr in fornulating and
inplenenting policles and progranrnes on aging,

Noting wlth concern the discrepancies b;threen the regources of the Trust
Fund and the nunber of requests received for assistance,

1. Takes note wlth appreciaCion of the report of the Secretary-ceneral
on lhe question of a9in91 !/

2. Calls upon covernnents to ensure that the question of aglng is
incorporated into their national developoent plana in accordance with their
culture and traditions t

3. Encourages Gotrernnents to consider convenlng reglonal- and
subregional neetings on tbe applicability of the reconrnendatlonB of the
fnternatlonal Plan of Actlon on Aging to their particular needs and condltionsl

!/ See Report of hhe International Conference on population, 1984, Hexico
City, 5-14 August 1984 (United Nations publlcation, Sales tilo. E.84.XIfI.8 and
corrlgenda).

y See A/CONF.I16,/28, sect. A.

y A/40/7L4.
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4. Requests the Secret€ ry-Genera I to continue Eo promote the exchange
of infornation and experience in order Lo stinulate progress on the question
of aging, to encourage the adoption of measures to respond to the economic and
social inplicalioris of aging and to ,neet the needs of older personst

5. Requests the Secreta ry-Genera I to ensure that due congideration ls
given to the guestion of aging in the r.rork of the steering conmittee and
norking group on the fol lorr'-up of ceneral Assenbly resolution 39/ZZg on i-tle
Internationa I Conference on population

6. Requegts the secrebary-General, in ispletuenting his programne on
aging, to pay special attention to the guestion of elderly women t

7. Invites the United Nations Development Fund for women to give due
consideration to projects ained at. benefiting elderly wonen,

8. Requests the Secreta ry-cene ra I to respond favourably to the reguest
of the African Regiona I Conference for asgistance in establishing an African
gerontologica I society,

9. Urges the Secreta ry-Genera I to take ir nedia te and urgent steps to
Promote the United Nations Trust Fund for Aging so that it nay effectively
contlnue to provide assistance to developing countries, at their reguestt

10. Urges the Secreta ry-cenera I to include j.n technical co-operation
programneg, to the extent feasible under the funding of those progrannes,
advisory services to developing countries that reguest then,

11. Invltes @vernments and non-goverrurcntaL organizaeions to continue
and, where posslble, to increaEe their contributlong to the ?rust Fund, and
calls utlon Governrnents and non-governrnenha I organizations that have not yeE
done so to consider contribuling to the Trust Fundt

. 12. Invites the United Nations Fund for population Activities to
conslder co-operating lrith the United Nations Trust Fund for Aging in
Providing assistance to projects received by the Trust Fund thae fall wi.thin
its na nda te t

13. Requests the Secre ta ry-cene ra I to subni! to the General Assembly at
its forty-first eegslon a progress report on the inplenenta tion of the
recqnnendations cbncained in the present resolution,

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-first
session the item entitled neuestion of aging,.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Impl,enentation qf the Internat.ional PIan of Action on A9 i!t9 r

The ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 33/52 of 14 December 1978, by uh i.ch it decided
to organize a world Assembly on Aging ln 1982 as a forum to launch an
international progranme of actlon aimed at guaranteeing econoroic and social
security to older Persoosr as vrell as opportunites for them to contribute to
national deve lopmen c,

Reca lling further its resolution 37/5L of 3 Decenber 1982, by nhich it
endorsed the International Plan of Action on Aging adopted by consengus by the
World Assenbly on Aging, held at Vienna from 26 July to 6 August L952, y

Reaffirninq the part of the preanble of the Plan of Action that solemnly
recognizes that the guatity of life is no less import€nt lh€n longevity and
that the aging should therefore, ag far as possibler be enabled to enjoy in
their own familes and coflnunlties a life of fulfilflrent, health, gecurity and
contentnent, apPreciatetl as an integral part of society,

llell auare that the fornulation and inplementaEion of pol.icies on aging
are the sovereign right and responsibility of each State, and recognizing that
the promotion of the activities, safety and well-being of tbe elderly should
be an esgentiat p6r! of an integrated and concerted developlEnt effort,

Concerned lhat the report of Che Secreta ry-Genera 1 on the ftrst revievf
and apPraisal of the iru)lenentation of the Plan of Action !/ shows that in
1985, 55.4 per cent of the globat populatlon of Lhe elderly is living in
developing regions and that by the year 2025 over 70 per cent of all persons
sixty years of age and over are projected to llve in developing countries,
uhich are least prepared to neet the economic and sociat consequences cf chis
drastic ahift in poputation structure,

Convinced Chat the elderly must be considered an inportant and necessa ry
element in the developnent procegs at all levels within a given society,

Convinced also tha t increaslng longevity i9 an achievement of nankind and
a sign of progress, and that the aged are an asset and not a liability to
society because of the invaluable contribution they can nrake by virtue of
their accunula ted rreallb of knowledge and experlencer

U See Report of the World Assernblv on Aqing, Vienna, 26 JuIv-6 Auqust 1982
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.I.16), chap. vI, sect, A.

y see E/ l98s/6.
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Mindful Uhat 1.985 is the first year in which tbe General Assembly has
che oPPortunity to revien the progress made in inplenenting the Plan of
Action, adopted in 1982 r

had

Noting with ccncern that contribulions
Trust Fund on Aging decreased to $39,110 in
December 1984, despite the repeated appeals
increa se contributions,

pledged to the united Nations
the twelve-nonth Period ending in
of tbe secreta ry-Gene ra I to

Noting also erith concern that the expenditures of the Trust Fund are
expected !c decrease fron $450,000 in the bienniun 1984-1985 to $150,000 in
the next biennium,

Alarned tha t the
shoHs a projected cut
regular budget to the
Hunanitarian Affa irs '

proposed prograrnne budgel for the biennium 1986-198?
of 30 per cent in the funds !o be allocaeed frqn the
Aging Unit of the Cencre for Social Developnent and

Deeply Preoccupied lrith ctre fact tha t the Aging Unit lacks tbe structural
organization, autonomy' funds and necessary na npoeer to carry out effectively
Its nandate of implenenting the Plan of Action,

1. Requests the sec reta ry-cenera I to invite Menber stateg and United
Nations bodies and specialized agencies concerned to comrnen t on rlays and neans
of impLementing the International Plan of Action on Aging and, in particular,
on the desirability anal viability of elaborating a United Nations prograrnne
for Lhe iflplementation of the Plan of Action, and to prepare a report on the
basis of these comnents for submission to Ehe Econonic and social Counci.l at
its first regular session in 1986r

2. Further requests the Secretz ry-Gene ra I to include in this report a
full analysis of prograNna tic and financial aspects of activities unciertaken
by aII Unlted Nations bodies, organs and agencies under the Plan of Action
since its lnceptiont

3. Invites the non-governnenta I organizalions concerned that have
consuleati-sbtus with che Econonic and social council to proviale, Ehrough
the Secretary-cenera!, information and docunenta tion that rri11 facilitate this
rror I( t

4. Requests the Econonic and Social Council to consider this report at
its first regular session in 1986 and to nake appropriate reconnendations Eo
the General Assenbly at its forty-fi.rst sessionl

5. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the reconmendations
of the Econonic and Social council as a rDatter of high priority.


