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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The Official Records of the General Assembly for a given session consist of records of 
meetings, annexes to those records, supplements, the List of Delegations and the Check 
List of Documents. The annexes are printed in fascicles by agenda item. The present 
volume contains the annex fascicles of the thirty-first session. 

* 
* * 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with 
figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 
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3. Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session of the General Assembly: 

{a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 
{b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2. of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

8. Adoption of the agenda. 

9. General debate. 

I 0. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization. 

I I. Report of the Security Council. 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council. (See also the fascicle for items 
88 and 12.] 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice. 

14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

17. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

20. Election of twelve members of the World Food Council. 

22. Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination. 

23. Election of the members of the International Law Commission. 

25. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples: report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

26. Admission of new Members to the United Nations. 

27. Question of Palestine: 

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People: 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

28. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity: 
report of the Secretary-General. 

29. The situation in the Middle East. 

30. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

I 
31. 

32. 

International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space: report of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

Preparation of an international convention on principles governing the use by 
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting: report of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

33. Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security: 
report of the Secretary-General. 

• No fascicles were issued for the following items, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21 and 24. 
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34. Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secretary-General. 

35. Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which may be the subject of 
prohibitions or restrictions of use for humanitarian reasons: report of the 
Secretary -General. 

36. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament. 

37. Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests and conclusion of a 
treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban: report of the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament. 

38. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 3467 (XXX) concerning the 
signature and ratification of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco ). 

39. Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace: report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean. 

40. World Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World 
Disarmament Conference. 

41. Effective measures to implement the purposes and objectives of the Disarmament 
Decade. 

42. Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa. 

43. Comprehensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its 
aspects: report of the Secretary-General. 

44. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East. 

45. Convention on the prohibition of military or any other hostile use of environ
mental modification techniques: report of the Confe;ence of the Committee on 
Disarmament. 

46. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia. 

4 7. Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear weapon 
tests. 

48. Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass 
destruction and new systems of such weapons: report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament. 

49. General and complete disarmament: 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; 
(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

50. Strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament: report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of the Role of the United Nations in 
the Field of Disarmament. 

116. Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review Conference of the Parties to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

51. Effects of atomic radiation: report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on 
the Effects of Atomic Radiation. 

52. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

53. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East: 

(a) Report of the Commissioner-General; 
(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 
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(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine; 
(d) Report of the Secretary-General. 

54. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in all 
their aspects: report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations. 

55. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories. 

56. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: 

(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development; 
(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General. 

57. United Nations Industrial Development Organization: report of the Industrial 
Development Board. 

58. United Nations Institute for Training and Research: report of the Executive 
Director. 

59. Operational activities for development: 

(a) United Nations Development Programme; 
(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the Secretary-General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme; 
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(g) World Food Programme. 

60. United Nations Environment Programme: 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements: report of the 

Secretary -General; 
(d) Election of the Executive Director. 

61. Food problems: report of the World Food Council. 

62. United Nations Special Fund: 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors; 
(b) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Director. 

63. United Nations University: 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations University; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

64. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator: reports of the 
Secretary-General. 

65. Revision of the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade. 

66. Development and international economic co-operation: implementation of the 
decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its seventh special session: 

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and 
Social Sectors of the United Nations System; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

67. Economic co-operation among developing countries: report of the Secretary
General. 

68. Technical co-operation among developing countries. 

v 
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69. Elimination of all forms of racial discriminatiOn: 

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination: report of the 
Secretary-General; 

(b) Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; 
(c) Status of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General; 
(d) Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 

the Crime of Apartheid. 

70. Adverse consequences for the enJoyment of human rights of political, military, 
economic and other forms of assistance given to colonial and racist regimes in 
southern Africa. 

71. Human rights and scientific and technological developments. 

72. World social situation: report of the Secretary-General. 

73. Policies and programmes relating to youth: reports of the Secretary-General. 

74. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pumshment. 

75. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace: report of 
the Secretary-General. 

76. Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination 
and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples for 
the effective guarantee and observance of human rights: report of the Secretary
General. 

77. Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance. 

78. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: report of the High 
Commissioner. 

79. National experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for the 
purpose of social progress: report of the Secretary -General. 

80. Freedom of mformation: 

(a) Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information; 
(b) Draft Convention on Freedom of Information. 

8 I. Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: report of the Secretary
General. 

82. United Nations conference for an international convention on adoption law. 

83. Preservation and further development of cultural values. 

84. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of 
the Charter of the United Nations: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

85. Question of Namibia: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 
(c) United Nations Fund for Namibia: report of the Secretary-General; 
(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia. 
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86. Question of Southern Rhodesia: report of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

87. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all other 
Territories under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa: report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

88. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions 
associated with the United Nations: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

I '2. Report of the Economic and Social Council. 

89. United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa: report 
of the Secretary-General. 

90. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of the Secretary-General. 

91. Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the Board of Auditors: 

(a) United Nations; 
(b) United Nations Development Programme; 
(c) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(d) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East; 
(c:) United Nations Institute for Training and Research: 
(f) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees; 
(g) Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme; 
(h) United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

92. Programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

93. Medium-term plan: 

(a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 and revised plan for 1977; 
(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit: report 

of the Secretary-General. 

94. Financial emergency of the United Nations: report of the Negotiating Committee 
on the Financial Emergency of the United Nations. 

95. Review of the intergovernmental and expert machinery dealing with the formu
lation, review and approval of programmes and budgets. 

96. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency: report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. 

97. Joint Inspection Unit: 

(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit; 
(b) Question of the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

98. Pattern of conferences: report of the Committee on Conferences. 

vii 
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99. United Nations accommodation: 

(a) Utilization of office accommodation in the United Nations system; 
(b) Utilization of office accommodation and conference facilities at the Donau

park Centre in Vienna: report of the Secretary-General. 

I 00. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations: 
report of the Committee on Contributions. 

101. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsidiary organs of the 
General Assembly: 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 
(b) Committee on Contributions; 
(c) Board of Auditors; 
(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointments made by the 

Secretary-General; 
(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal; 
(f) International Civil Service Commission; 
(g) United Nations Staff Pension Committee. 

102. Personnel questions: 

(a) Composition of the Secretariat: report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Other personnel questions: report of the Secretary-General. 

103. Report of the International Civil Service Commission. 

I 04. United Nations pension system: report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pe!1sion 
Board. 

I 05. Financing of the United Nations Emergency Force and of the United Nations 
Disengagement Observer Force: report of the Secretary-General. 

106. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its twenty-eighth 
session. 

107. Conference of plenipotentiaries on succession of States in respect of treaties: 
report of the Secretary-General. 

I 08. Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work 
of its ninth session. 

109. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country. 

110. Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the 
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization. 

Ill. Respect for human rights in armed conflicts: report of the Secretary-General. 

112. Implementation by States of the provisions of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961: report of the Secretary-General. 

113. Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or takes innocent 
human lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and study of the underlying 
causes of those forms of terrorism and acts of violence which lie in misery, 
frustration, grievance and despair and which cause some people to sacrifice human 
lives, including their own, in an attempt to effect radical changes: report of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on International Terrorism. 

114. Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Representation of 
States in their Relations with International Organizations: 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity and/or by the League of Arab 
States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention in future activities of 
international organizations. 



Agenda 
item 

List of fascicles 

Title 

115. Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and principles of inter-
national economic development law. 

116. [See the fascicle for items 34-50 and 116.] 

117. One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama. 

118. Question of Cyprus. 

119. Obser>er status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the United Nations. 

120. Co-operation and assistance in the application and improvement of mass 
communications for social progress and development. 

121. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges waters at Farakka. 

122. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte. 

123. Drafting of an international convention against the taking of hostages. 

124. Conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of force in international relations. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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Agenda item 3: * Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session of the General Assembly: 
(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee 

CONTENTS 

Docume11t No. Title Page 

A/31/308 

A/31/308/ Add. I 

First report of the Credentials Committee ....................................... . 

Second report of the Credentials Committee ..................... . .. . ............. . 2 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

*For the discussiOn of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 1st, 76th and 
105th meetmgs. 

DOCUMENT A/31/308 

First report of the Credentials Committee 

1. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 21 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, in accordance with rule 28 of its 
rules of procedure, appointed for its thirty-first session a 
Credentials Committee consisting of the following Member 
States: China, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ivory Coast, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
States of America and Zambia. 

2. The Credentials Committee held its I st meeting on 
2 November, it being understood that a further meeting 
would be convened at an appropriate time in order to 
consider remaining credentials. 

3. Mr. Simeon Ake (Ivory Coast) was elected Chairman 
unanimously. 

4. The Committee had before it a memorandum by the 
Secretary-General, dated 22 October 1976, indicating that 
as of that date communications had been received from 144 
Member States participating in the session. Credentials 
issued by the Head of State or Government or by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, as provided for by rule 27 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, had been 
submitted by 117 Member States. The appointment of the 
representative of Sao Tome and Principe had been com
municated to the Secretary-General by cable from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. The appointment of repre
sentatives of 26 Member States (Algeria, Bangladesh, 
Colombia, Congo, Egypt, Gabon, Gambia, Grenada, 
Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Lebanon, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 

1 

[Original: English] 
[4 November 1976] 

Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates and Zaire) had been 
communicated to the Secretary-General by letter or note 
verba1e from the permanent representative or permanent 
mission concerned. However, of these, the Permanent 
Representatives of 16 Member States (Algeria, Bangladesh, 
Congo, Egypt, Gabon, Grenada, Italy, Lebanon, Mauritius, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey and Uganda) had been empowered to 
represent their Governments without limitation as to 
session in all organs of the United Nations. No communi
cation had been received from South Africa. 

5. The Legal Counsel informed the Committee that, 
since the preparation of the memorandum of the Secre
tary-General, credentials in the form provided for by rule 
27 of the rules of procedure had been received from 
Trinidad and Tobago and Uganda. The Legal Counsel also 
informed the Committee that it would be in accordance 
with past practice to permit the representatives of Member 
States participating in the session for whom formal creden
tials had yet to be submitted, to be provisionally seated 
with the same rights as other representatives pending the 
receipt of formal credentials. A further memorandum by 
the Secretary-General would be issued in due course 
concerning these remaining credentials. 

6. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, referring to paragraph 2 of the memorandum of 
the Secretary-General, stated that his delegation did not 
recognize the credentials of Chile and requested that this 
view be reflected in the report of the Committee to the 
General Assembly. 

Annexes (XXXI) 3 
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7. The Chainnan proposed that in the light of the 
remarks of the Legal Counsel, and taking into account the 
statement made by the representative of the USSR, the 
Committee should decide to accept the fonnal credentials 
already received and allow all other representatives of 
Member States participating in the session to sit provi
sionally with the same rights as other representatives 
pending the receipt of fonnal credentials. Accordingly he 
proposed the following draft resolution for adoption by the 
Committee: 

"The Credentials Committee, 

"Taking into account the views expressed during 
the debate, 

"1. Accepts the fonnal credentials of the represen
tatives that have already been received; 

"2. Proposes that, pending the receipt of fonnal 
credentials as provided for by rule 27 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, the representatives 
for whom fonnal credentials have not yet been submitted 

be provisionally seated with the same rights as other 
representatives." 

The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. 

8. The Chairman then proposed that the Committee 
should recommend to the General Assembly the adoption 
of a draft resolution (see para. 10 below). The proposal was 
approved by the Committee without a vote. 

9. In the light of the foregoing the present report is 
submitted to the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Oedentials Committee 

10. The Credentials Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly 

The General Assembly 

Approves the first report of the Credentials Committee. 

DOCUMENT A/31/308/ADD.l 

Second report of the Credentials Committee 

I. The Credentials Committee held its 2nd meeting on 
16 December 1976. 

2. The Chairman recalled the decision taken by the 
Committee at its 1st meeting, on 2 November 1976, that it 
would reconvene for a further meeting at an appropriate 
time in order to consider outstanding credentials. 

3. The Committee had before it a memorandum by the 
Secretary-General dated 14 December 197 6, paragraphs 3, 
4 and 5 of which stated that, further to his earlier 
memorandum of 22 October 1976, credentials in the form 
provided for by rule 27 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly had been received from a further nine 
Member States, that the designation of the representatives 
of 16 Member States had been communicated by letter or 
note verbale from the permanent representative or perma
nent mission concerned (however, the permanent represen· 
tatives of 11 of these Member States were in possession of 
standing full powers (see A/INF/31/8)) and that the 
Permanent Representative of Angola was empowered to 
represent his Government without limitation as to session 
in all organs of the United Nations. Paragraph 6 of the 
Secretary-General's memorandum stated that no com· 
munication had been received from one Member State. 

4. The Legal Counsel informed the Committee that, 
since the preparation of the Secretary-General's memo
randum. S1moa had heen admitted to membership in the 

[Original: English} 
[ 18 December 1976} 

United Nations and that information had been received to 
the effect that the Permanent Representative of the Syrian 
Arab Republic was in possession of standing full powers 
and that that country should, therefore, be added to the list 
of Member States referred to at the end of paragraph 4 of 
the Secretary-General's memorandum. With regard to the 
four remaining Member States whose credentials had not 
been communicated in the fonn provided for by the rules 
of procedure and whose pennanent representatives were 
not in possession of standing full powers, the Legal Counsel 
stated that he had been infonned by the pennanent 
missions concerned that the fonnal credentials were en 
route from their respective capitals and that they would be 
promptly communicated to the Secretary-General. 

5. The Chairman proposed that the Committee accept 
the credentials of all Member States referred to in para
graphs 3, 4 and 5 of the Secretary-General's memorandum 
and that the delegation of Samoa be provisionally seated, 
pending the receipt by the Secretary-General of formal 
credentials. Accordingly, he proposed the following draft 
resolution for adoption by the Committee: 

"The Credentials Committee, 

"Having examined the case of those representatives for 
whom credentials in the form required by rule 27 of the 
rules of procedure had not been received at the time of its 
first report, 
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"Accepts the credentials of all representatives of the 
remaining Member States participating in the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly which have been received 
since the date of the first report of the Committee." 

The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. 

6. The Chairman then proposed that the Committee 
should recommend to the General Assembly the adoption 
of a draft resolution (see para. 8 below). The proposal was 
approved by the Committee unanimously. 

7. In the light of the foregoing, the present report is 
submitted to the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Credentials Committee 

8. The Credentials Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly 

The General Assembly 

Approves the second report of the Credentials Com
mittee. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At the 1st plenary meeting, on 21 September 1976, the General Assembly appointed 
the Credentials Committee for the thirty-first session (see decision 31/3011 ). 

At its 76th plenary meeting, on 23 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Credentials Committee in its first report (A/31/308, 
para. 10). For the final text, see resolution 31/16 A.t 

At its 1 OSth plenary meeting, on 20 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Credentials Committee in its second report 
(A/31/308/Add.1, para. 8). For the fmal text, see resolution 31/16 B.t 

l See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

Utho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-0ctober 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/214 

Note by the Secretary-General 

In accordance with the provlSlons of Article 12, para
graph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations and with the 
consent of the Security Council, the Secretary-General has 
the honour to notify the General Assembly of matters 
relative to the maintenance of international peace and 
security which are being dealt with by the Security Council 
and also of matters with which the Council has ceased to 
deal. 

The matters relative to the maintenance of international 
peace and security which have been discussed during the 
period since the notification to the thirtieth session of the 
General Assembly! are as follows: 

1. The situation concerning Western Sahara. 

2. The situation in the Middle East. 

3. The situation in Cyprus. 

4. The situation in Timor. 

5. Letter dated 12 December 1975 from the Permanent Represen
tative of Iceland to the United Nations addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

6. The Middle East problem including the Palestinian question. 

7. The situation in Namibia. 

8. The situation in the Comoros. 

9. Communications from France and Somalia concerning the 
incident of 4 February 1976. 

10. Request by Mozambique under Article 50 of the Charter of the 
United Nations in relation to the situation which has arisen as a 
result of its decision to impose sanctions against Southern 
Rhodesia in full implementation of the relevant decisions of 
the Security Council. 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 7, document A/1 0230. 

[Original: Arabic/Chinese/ English/ 
French/ Russian/Spanish] 

[21 September 1976] 

11. Request by the Libyan Arab Republic and Pakistan for 
consideration of the serious situation arising from reoent 
developments in the occupied Arab territories. 

12. Complaint by Kenya, on behalf of the African group of States 
at the United Nations, concerning the act of aggression 
committed by South Africa against the People's Republic of 
Angola. 

13. Question concerning the situation in Southern Rhodesia. 

14. The situation in the occupied Arab territories. 

15. The question of the exercise by the Palestinian people of its 
inalienable rights. 

16. Situation in South Africa: killings and violence by the 
apartheid regime in South Africa in Soweto and other areas. 

17. Complaint by the Prime Minister of Mauritius, current Chair· 
man of the Organization of African Unity, of the "act of 
aggression" by Israel against the Republic of Uganda. 

18. Complaint by Zambia against South Africa. 

19. Complaint by Greece against Turkey. 

During the same period the Security Council has not 
discussed the following matters of which it remains seized: 

1. The Iranian question. 

2. Special agreements under Article 43 of the Charter and the 
organization of the armed forces to be made available to the 
Security Council. 

3. The general regulation and reduction of armaments and 
information on the armed forces of the United Nations. 

4. Appointment of a Governor for the Free Territory of Trieste. 

5. The Egyptian question. 

6. The Palestine question. 

7. The India-Pakistan question. 
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8. The Czechoslovak question. 

9. The question of the Free Territory of Trieste. 

10. The Hyderabad question. 

11. Identical notifications dated 29 September 1948 from the 
Governments of the French Republic, the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America to the Secretary-General. 

12. International control of atomic energy. 

13. Complaint of armed invasions of Taiwan (Formosa). 

14. Complaint of bombing by air forces of the territory of China. 

15. Complaint of failure by the Iranian Government to comply 
with provisional measures indicated by the International Court 
of Justice in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company Case. 

16. Question of an appeal to States to accede to and ratify the 
Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the prohibition of the use of 
bacterial weapons. 

17. Question of a request for investigation of alleged bacterial 
warfare. 

18. Letter dated 29 May 1954 from the acting representative of 
Thailand to the United Nations addressed to the President of 
the Security Council. 

19. Cablegram dated 19 June 1954 from the Minister of External 
Relations of Guatemala addressed to the President of the 
Security Council. 

20. Letter dated 8 September 1954 from the representative of the 
United States of America addressed to the President of the 
Security Council. 

21. Letter dated 28 January 1955 from the representative of New 
Zealand addressed to the President of the Security Council 
concerning the question of hostilities in the area of certain 
islands off the coast of the mainland of China; letter dated 30 
January 1955 from the representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics addressed to the President of the Security 
Council concerning the question of acts of aggression by the 
United States of America against the People's Republic of 
China in the area of Taiwan (Formosa) and other islands of 
China. 

22. Situation created by the unilateral action of the Egyptian 
Government in bringing to an end the system of international 
operation of the Suez Canal, which was confirmed and 
completed by the Suez Canal Convention of 1888. 

23. Actions against Egypt by some Powers, particularly France and 
the United Kingdom, which constitute a danger to inter
national peace and security and are serious violations of the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

24. The situation in Hungary. 

25. Military assistance rendered by the Egyptian Government to 
the rebels in Algeria. 

26. Letter dated 30 October 1956 from the representative of 
Egypt addressed to the President of the Security Council. 

27. Letter dated 20 February 1958 from the representative of the 
Sudan addressed to the Secretary-General. 

28. Complaint of the representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics in a letter to the President of the Security 
Council dated 18 April 1958 entitled: "Urgent measures to put 
an end to flights by United States military aircraft with atomic 
and hydrogen bombs in the direction of the frontiers of the 
Soviet Union". 

29. Report by the Secretary-General on the letter received from 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Royal Government of 
Laos, transmitted by a note from the Permanent Mission of 
Laos to the United Nations, 4 September 1959. 

30. Letter dated 25 March 1960 from the representatives of 
Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, Ethiopia, Federation 
of Malaya, Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, 
Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Thailand, Tunisia, 

Turkey, United Arab Republic and Yemen addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

31. Cable dated 18 May 1960 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

32. Letter dated 23 May 1960 from the representatives of 
Argentina, Ceylon, Ecuador and Tunisia addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

33. Letter dated 13 July 1960 from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

34. Letter dated 11 July 1960 from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Cuba addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

35. Letter dated 31 December 1960 from the Minister for External 
Affairs of Cuba to the President of the Security Council. 

36. Letter dated 20 February 1961 from the representative· of 
Liberia addressed to the President of the Security Council. 

37. Letter dated 26 May 1961 addressed to the President of the 
Security Council by the representatives of Afghanistan, Burma, 
Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, 
Congo (Brazzaville), Congo (Leopoldville, Cyprus, Dahomey, 
Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, Laos, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, 
Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, United Arab Republic, Upper Volta, 
Yemen and Yugoslavia. 

38. Complaint by Kuwait in respect of the situation arising from 
the threat by Iraq to the territorial independence of Kuwait, 
which is likely to endanger the maintenance of international 
peace and security. Complaint by the Government of the 
Republic of Iraq in respect of the situation arising out of the 
armed threat by the United Kingdom to the independence and 
security of Iraq, which is likely to endanger the maintenance of 
international peace and security. 

39. Letter dated 21 November 1961 from the Permanent Repre
sentative of Cuba addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

40. Letter dated 22 October 1962 from the Permanent Represen
tative of the United States of America addressed to the 
President of the Security Council; letter dated 22 October 
1962 from the Permanent Representative of Cuba addressed to 
the President of the Security Council; letter dated 23 October 
1962 from the Deputy Permanent Representative of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the President of the 
Security Council. 

41. Complaints by Senegal. 

42. Telegram dated 5 May 1963 from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Haiti to the President of the 
Security Council. 

43. Reports by the Secretary-General to the Security Council 
concerning developments relating to Yemen. 

44. Question concerning the situation in Territories under Portu
guese administration. 

45. The question of race conflict in South Africa resulting from 
the policies of apartheid of the Government of the Republic of 
South Africa. 

46. Letter dated 10 January 1964 from the Permanent Represen
tative of Panama addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

4 7. Letter dated 1 April 1964 from the Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Yemen, Charge d'affaires, a.i., addressed to 
the President of the Security Council. 

48. Complaint concerning acts of aggression against the territory 
and civilian population of Cambodia. 

49. Letter dated 4 August 1964 from the Permanent Represen
tative of the United States of America addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 
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50. Letter dated 3 September 1964 from the Permanent Repre
sentative of Malaysia addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

51. Letter dated 5 September 1964 from the Permanent Repre
sentative of Greece addressed to the President of the Security 
Council, and letter dated 8 September 1964 from the Perma
nent Representative of Greece addressed to the President of 
the Security Council. 

52. Letter dated 6 September 1964 from the Permanent Represen
tative of Turkey addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

53. Letter dated 1 December 1964 addressed to the President of 
the Security Council from the representatives of Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Congo 
(Brazzaville), Dahomey, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, 
United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Yugo
slavia and Zambia. 

54. Letter dated 9 December 1964 from the Permanent Represen
tative of the Democratic Republic of the Congo addressed to 
the President of the Security Council. 

55. Letter dated 1 May 1965 from the Permanent Representative 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

56. Letter dated 31 January 1966 from the Permanent Represen
tative of the United States of America addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

57. Letter dated 2 August 1966 from the Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britam and 
Northern Ireland addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

58. Complaints by the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

59. Letter dated 25 January 1968 from the Permanent Represen
tative of the United States of America addressed to the 
President of the Security Council. 

60. Letter dated 21 May 1968 from the Permanent Representative 
ad interim of Haiti addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

61. Letter dated 12 June 1968 from the Permanent Represen
tatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Umted 
States of America addressed to the President of the Security 
Council. 

62. Letter dated 21 August 1968 from the representatives of 
Canada, Denmark, France, Paraguay, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Umted States of 
America addressed to the President of the Security Council. 

63. Complaints by Zambia. 

64. Complaints by Guinea. 

65. The situation created by increasing incidents involving the 
hijacking of commercial aircraft. 

66. The situation in the India Pakistan subcontinent. 

67. Letter dated 3 December 1971 from the Permanent Represen
tatives of Algeria, Iraq, Libyan Arab Republic and the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen to the United Nations ad
dressed to the President of the Sccunty Council. 

68. Consideration of questions relating to Africa with which the 
Security Council is currently seized and implementation of its 
relevant resolutions. 

69. Consideration of measures for the maintenance and strengthen
ing of international peace and security in Latin America in 
conformity with the provisions and principles of the Charter. 

70. Complaint by Cuba. 

71. Complaint by Iraq concerning incidents on its frontier with 
Iran. 

72. Relationship between the United Nations and South Africa. 

Also during this period, the following five items were 
deleted from the list of matters of which the Security 
Council is seized, pursuant to the request contained in a 
letter dated 19 December 1975 addressed to the Secretary
General by the Permanent Representatives of France and 
Tunisia to the United Nations: 

(a) Letter dated 13 February 1958 from the represen
tative of Tunisia to the President of the Security Council 
concerning: "Complaint by Tunisia in respect of an act of 
aggression committed against it by France on 8 February 
1958 at Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef'; 

(b) Letter dated 14 February 1958 from the represen
tative of France to the President of the Security Council 
concerning: "Situation resulting from the aid furnished by 
Tunisia to rebels enabling them to conduct operations from 
Tunisian territory directed against the integrity of French 
territory and the safety of persons and property of French 
nationals"; 

(c) Letter dated 29 May 1958 from the representative of 
Tunisia to the President of the Security Council con
cerning: "Complaint by Tunisia in respect of acts of armed 
aggression committed against it since 19 May 1958 by the 
French military forces stationed in its territory and in 
Algeria"; 

(d) Letter dated 29 May 1958 from the representative of 
France to the President of the Security Council concerning: 
(a) "The complaint brought by France against Tunisia on 
14 February 1958"; and (b) "The situation arising out of 
the disruption, by Tunisia, of the modus vivendi which had 
been established since February 1958 with regard to the 
stationing of French troops at certain points in Tunisian 
territory"; 

(e) Telegram dated 20 July 1961 addressed to the 
President of the Security Council by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tunisia. Letter dated 
20 July 1961 from the Permanent Representative of 
Tunisia addressed to the President of the Security Council. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, the General Assembly took note 
of the communication from the Secretary-General (A/31/214) (see decision 31/4012 ). 

2 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-March 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/150 

Provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 

I. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the 
delegation of Luxembourg. 

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation. 

3. Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first ses
sion of the General Assembly: 

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee, 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

4. Election of the President. 

5. Constitution of the Main Committees and election of 
officers. 

6. Election of the Vice-Presidents. 

f Onginal· Fnglishj French/ 
(23 11111· ]1.)7()/ 

7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 
12, paragraph 2. of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

8. Adoption of the agenda. 

9. General debate. 

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
Organization. 

11. Report of the Security Council. 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council. 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice. 

14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
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15. Election of five non-permanent members of the 
Security Council. 

16. Election of eighteen members of the Economic and 
Social Council. 

17. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

18. Election of fifteen members of the Industrial De
velopment Board. 

19. Election of nineteen members of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Program
me. 

20. Election of twelve members of the World Fl'')d 
Council. 

21. Election of twelve members of the Board of Gover
nors of the United Nations Special Fund. 

22. Election of seven members of the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordinatiOn. 

23. Election of the members of the International Law 
Commission. 

24. Election of seventeen members of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law. 

25. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: 
report of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples [resolutions 3396 (XXX) to 
3398 (XXX) of 21 November 1975, 3399 (XXX) and 
3400 (XXX) of 26 November 1975, 3420 (XXX), 
3421 (XXX) and 3424 (XXX) to 3433 (XXX) of 
8 December 1975. 3458 A and B (XXX) of 10 
December 1975, 3480 (XXX) to 3482 tXXX) of 11 
December 1975 and 3485 (XXX) of 12 December 
1975 and decisions of 8 and 11 December 1975]. 

26. Admission of new Members to the United Nations. 

27. Question of Palestine [resolutions 3375 (XXX) and 
3376 (XXX) of I 0 November 1975]: 

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

28. Co-operation between the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity: report of the Secre
tary-General [resolution 3412 (XXX) of 28 Novem
ber 1975]. 

29. The situation in the Middle East [resolution 
3414 (XXX) of 5 December 1975]. 

30. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the 
Sea [resolutions 3067 (XXVIII) of 16 November 
1973 and 3483 (XXX) of 12 December 1975]. 

31. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of 
outer space: report of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space [resolution 3388 (XXX) of 18 
November 1975]. 

32. Preparation of an international convention on prin
ci pies governing the use by States of artificial earth 
satellites for direct television broadcasting: report of 
the Committee 011 the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
[resolution 3388 (XXX) of 18 November 1975]. 

33. Implementation of the Declaration on the Strength
ening of lntemational Security: report of the Secre
tary-General [resolution 3389 (XXX) of 18 Novem
ber 1975]. 

34. Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secre
tary-General [resolution 3463 (XXX) of 11 Decem
ber 1975]. 

35. Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons 
which may be the subject of prohibitions or restric
tions of use for humanitarian reasons: report of the 
Secretary-General [resolution 3464 (XXX) of II 
December 197 5 J . 

36. Chemical and bactenological (biological) weapons: 
report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament [resolution 3465 (XXX) of II Decem
ber 1975]. 

37. Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermo
nuclear tests and conclusion of a treaty designed to 
achieve a comprehensive test ban: report of the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament [res
olution 3466 {XXX) of 11 December 1975]. 

38. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3467 (XXX) concerning the signature and ratifica
tion of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 
(Treaty of Tlatelolco) [resolution 3467 (XXX) of 11 
December 1975]. 

39. Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian 
Ocean as a Zone of Peace: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Indian Ocean [resolution 
3468 (XXX) of 11 December 1975]. 

40. World Disam1ament Conference: report of the Ad 
Hue Committee on the World Disarmament Con
ference [resolution 3469 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975]. 

41. Effective measures to implement the purposes and 
objectives of the Disarmament Decade [resolution 
3470 (XXX) of 11 December 1975]. 

42. Implementation of the Declaration on the De
nuclearization of Africa [resolution 3471 (XXX) of 
11 December 1975]. 

43. Comprehensive study of the question of nuclear
weapon-free zones in all its aspects: report of the 
Secretary-General [resolutions 3472 A and B (XXX) 
of 11 December 197 5] . 

44. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East [resolution 3474 (XXX) of 
11 December 1975]. 

45. Convention on the prohibition of military or any 
other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques: report of the Conference of the Com
mittee on Disarmament [resolution 3475 {XXX) of 
11 December 1975]. 
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46. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 
South Asia [resolutions 3476 A and B (XXX) of 11 
December 19751. 

47. Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general 
prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests [resolution 
3478 (XXX) of 11 December 19751. 

48. Prohibition of the development and manufacture of 
new types of weapons of mass destruction and new 
systems of such weapons: report of the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament [resolution 
3479 (XXX) of 11 December 19751. 

49. General and complete disarmament [resolutions 
3484 A toE (XXX) of 12 December 19751: 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament; 

(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

50. Strengthening of the role of the United Nations in 
the field of disarmament: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Review of the Role of the United 
Nations in the Field of Disarmament [resolution 
3484 B (XXX) of 12 December 19751. 

51. Effects of atomic radiation: report of the United 
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of 
Atomic Radiation [resolution 3410 (XXX) of 28 
November 19751. 

52. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa [resolutions 3411 A to F (XXX) of 28 No
vember 1975 and 3411 G (XXX) of 10 December 
19751: 
(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apart

heid; 
{b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

53. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East [resolutions 3419 A 
to D (XXX) of 8 December 197 51 : 
(a) Report of the Commissioner-General; 
(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing 

of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 

(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Com
mission for Palestine; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General. 

54. Comprehensive review of the whole question of 
peace-keeping operations in all their aspects: report 
of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Opera
tions [resolution 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 
19751. 

55. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Population of the Occupied Territories [resolutions 
3525 A to D (XXX) of 15 December 19751. 

56. United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment [resolution 3459 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975]: 
(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
(b.! Reoort of the Tracie and Development Board; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 

(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secre
tary-General. 

57. United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion: report of the Industrial Development Board 
[resolution 3402 (XXX) and decision of 28 Novem
ber 1975). 

58. United Nations Institute for Training and Research: 
report of the Executive Director [resolution 
3403 (XXX) of28 November 1975). 

59. Operational activities for development [resolutions 
3404 (XXX) to 3408 (XXX) and decision of 28 
November 19751 : 

(a) United Nations Development Programme; 
{b) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by 

the Secretary-General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme; 
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(g) World Food Programme. 

60. United Nations Environment Programme [resolutions 
3434 (XXX) to 3438 (XXX) and decision of 9 De
cember 19751: 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements: report of the Secretary-General; 
{d) Election of the Executive Director. 

61. Food problems: report of the World Food Council 
[decision of 1 5 December 19751. 

62. United Nations Special Fund [resolution 
3460 (XXX) of 11 December 19751 : 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors; 
(b) Confirmation of the appointment of the Execu

tive Director. 

63. United Nations University [resolution 3439 (XXX) 
of 9 December 1975]: 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations 
University; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

64. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co
ordinator: reports of the Secretary-General [resolu
tions 3440 (XXX) and 3441 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975]. 

65. Revision of the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade 
[resolutions 3487 (XXX) to 3490 (XXX) of 12 
December 1975 and 3517 (XXX) of I 5 December 
1975]. 

66. Development and international economic co
operation: implementation of the decisions adopted 
by the General Assembly at its seventh special session 
(resolutions 3387 (XXX) of 13 November 1975 and 
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3504 (XXX) to 3507 (XXX) and 3515 (XXX) and 
decisions of 15 December 1975]: 

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sec
tors of the United Nations System: 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

67. Economic co-operation among developing countries: 
report of the Secretary-General [resolution 
3442 (XXX) of 9 December 1975] . 

68. Technical co-operation among developing countries 
[resolution 3461 (XXX) of 11 December 1975]. 

69. Elimination of all forms of racial discnmination 
[resolutions 3377 (XXX) to 3381 (XXX) of 10 
November 1975 and decisiOn of 15 December 
1975]: 

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General: 

(h) Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination; 

(c) Status of the International Convention on the 
Ehmmation of All Forms of Racial Discrimina
tion: report of the Secretary-General: 

(d) Status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. 

70. Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human 
rights of political, military, economic and other 
forms of assistance given to colonial and racist 
regimes in southern Africa [resolution 3383 (XXX) 
of 10 November 1975]. 

71. Human rights and scientific and technological de
velopments f resolution 3384 (XXX) and decision of 
10 November 1975]. 

72. World social situation: report of the Secretary
General [resolution 2771 (XXVI) of 22 November 
1971 and decision of 15 December 1975]. 

73. Policies and programmes relating to youth: reports of 
the Secretary-General [resolutions 3022 (XXVII) and 
3024 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 and 
3141 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and decision of 
15 December 1975] . 

74. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment [resolutions 3452 (XXX) 
and 3453 (XXX) of 9 December 1975]. 

75. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality. De
velopment and Peace: report of the Secretary
General [resolutions 3518 (XXX) to 3524 (XXX) 
and deciswn of 15 December 1975]. 

76. Importance of the universal realization of the right of 
peoples to self-determmation and of the speedy 
granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of 
human nghts: report of the Secretary-Gcueral [re
solution 3382 (XXX) of I 0 November, 1975 J. 

77. Elimination of all forms of religious mtolerance 
(resolution 3267 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974 and 
decision of 15 December 1975]. 

78. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees: report of the High Commissioner [ resolu
tions 3274 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974 and 
3454 (XXX) to 3456 (XXX) of 9 December 1975]. 

79. National experience in achieving far-reaching social 
and economic changes for the purpose of social 
progress: report of the Secretary-General [resolution 
3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974 and decision of 
15 December 1975]. 

80. Freedom of information [decision of 15 December 
1975]: 

(a) Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information; 
(b) Draft Convention on Freedom of Information. 

81. Status of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights: report of the Secretary-General 
[resolutions 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966 and 
3270 (XXIX) of I 0 December 1974 and decision of 
15 December 1975]. 

82. United Nations conference for an international con
vention on adoption law [resolution 3028 (XXVII) 
of 18 December 1972 and decision of 15 December 
1975]. 

83. Preservation and further development of cultural 
values [resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 
1973]. 

84_ Informatwn from Non-Selt:Governing Territories 
transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the 
United Nations (resolution 3420 (XXX) of 8 Decem
ber 1975]: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General: 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situa

tion with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

85. Question of Namibia [resolutions 3399 (XXX) and 
3400 (XXX) of 26 November 1975]: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Coloma] Countries and Peoples; 

(h) Report of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia; 

(c) United Nations Fund for Namibia: report of the 
Secretary-General; 

(d) Appointment of the United Nations Com
missioner for Namibia (decision of 26 November 
1975]. 

86. Question of Southern Rhodesia. report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
[resolutions 3396 (XXX) and 3397 (XXX) of 21 
November 1975]. 

87. Activities of foreign economic and other interests 
which are impeding the implementation of the 
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Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia 
and Namibia and in all other Territories under 
colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonial
ism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa: report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples [resolution 
3398 (XXX) of 21 November 197S). 

88. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
by the specialized agencies and the international 
institutions associated with the United Nations [res
olution 3421 (XXX) of 8 December 197S]: 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

89. United Nations Educational and Training Programme 
for Southern Africa: report of the Secretary-General 
[resolution 3422 (XXX) of 8 December 197S]. 

90. Offers by Member States of study and training 
facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories: report of the Secretary-General [resolution 
3423 (XXX) of 8 December 197S). 

91. Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the 
Board of Auditors: 

(a) United Nations; 
(b) United Nations Development Programme; 
(c) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(d) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 
(e) United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research; 
(f) Voluntary funds administered by the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; 
(g) Fund of the United Nations Environment Pro

gramme; 
(h) United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

92. Programme budget for the biennimn 197 6-1977. 

93. Medium-term plan: 

(a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 and 
revised plan for 1977; 

(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the 
Joint Inspection Unit: report of the Secretary
General. 

94. Financial emergency of the United Nations: report of 
the Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emer
gency of the United Nations [resolution 3S38 (XXX) 
of 17 December 197S]. 

9S. Review of the intergovernmental and expert 
machinery dealing with the formulation, review and 
approval of programmes and budgets [1esolution 
3392 (XXX) of 20 November 197S]. 

96. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the 
United Nations with the specialized agencies and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency: report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions [decisions of IS December 197 S) . 

97. Joint Inspection Unit: 

(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit [decision of 
20 November 197S); 

(b) Question of the continuation of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit [resolution 2924 B (XXVII) of 24 
November 1972) . 

98. Pattern of conferences: report of the Committee on 
Conferences [resolution 3491 (XXX) of IS De
cember 197S). 

99. United Nations accommodation: 

(a) Utilization of office accommodation in the 
United Nations system; 

(b) Utilization of office accommodation and con
ference facilities at the Donaupark Centre in 
Vienna: report of the Secretary-General [ reso
lution 3S29 (XXX) of 16 December 197S). 

I 00. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the 
expenses of the United Nations: report of the 
Committee on Contributions [resolutions 3371 A 
and B (X,'(X) of 30 October 197S]. 

101. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of 
subsidiary organs of the General Assembly: 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud-
getary Questions; 

(b) Committee on Contributions; 
(c) Board of Auditors; 
(d) Investments Committee: confirmatiun of the 

appointments made by the Secretary-General; 
(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal; 
(f) International Civil Service Commission; 
(g) United Nations Staff Pension Committee. 

102. Personnel questions [resolutions 3416 (XXX) and 
3417 A and B (XXX) of 8 December 197 5) : 

(a) Composition of the Secretariat: report of the 
Secretary-General ; 

(b) Other personnel questions: report of the Secre
tary-General. 

103. Report of the International Civil Service Commission 
[resolutions 3418 A and B (XXX) of 8 Decemb('r 
1975). 

104. United Nations pension syst.:rn: report of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board [resolutions 
3526 (XXX) to 352R (XXX) and decision of 16 
December 1975]. 

105. Financing of the United !\tutions Emergency Force 
and of the United NatJolls Disengagement Observer 
Force: report of the Secretary-General [resolutions 
3374 A to C (XXX) of 30 October, 28 November 
and 2 December 1975 and decisions of 28 November 
and I~ December 197 51 . 

106. Report oi the International Law Com;nission un the 
work of its twenty-eighth session [resolution 
3495 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]. 
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107. Conference of plenipotentiaries on succession of 
States in respect of treaties: report of the Secretary
General [resolution 3496 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975]. 

108. Report of the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law on the work of its ninth session 
[resolution 3494 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]. 

109. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host 
Country [resolution 3498 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975]. 

110. Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of 
the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the 
Role of the Organization [resolution 3499 (XXX) of 
15 December 1975]. 

111. Respect for human rights in armed conflicts: repm t 
of the Secretary-General [resolution 3500 (XXX) of 
15 December 1975]. 

112. Implementation by States of the provisions of the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
1961: report of the Secretary-General [resolution 
350 I (XXX) of 15 December 1975]. 

113. Measures to prevent international terrorism which 
endangers or takes innocent human lives or jeo
pardizes fundamental freedoms, and study of the 
underlying causes of those forms of terrorism and 
acts of violence which lie in misery, frustration, 
grievance and despair and which cause some people 
to sacrifice human lives, including their own, in an 
attempt to effect radical changes: report of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on International Terrorism f reso-

lution 3034 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 and 
decision of 15 December 197 5] . 

114. Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Con
ference on the Representation of States in Their 
Relations with International Organizations [decision 
of 15 December 1975]: 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of 
national liberation movements recognized by the 
Organization of African Unity and/or by the 
League of Arab States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the 
Convention in future activities of international 
organizations. 

115. Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms 
and principles of international economic develop
ment law [decision of 15 December 1975]. 

116. Amendment to Article 22 of the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice (Seat of the Court) 
and consequential amendments to Articles 23 and 28 
[decision of 21 September 1974]. 

117. Implementation of the conclusions of the first 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [item 
proposed by Sweden (A/31/141)]. 

118. One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Am
phictyonic Congress of Panama [item proposed by 
the Dominican Republic (A/31/142)]. 

119. Question of Cyprus [item proposed by Cyprus 
(A/31/143)]. 

DOCUMENTS A/31/192 AND ADD.1-4 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Hungary, Iraq, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mongolia, Poland, 
Romania, Rwanda, Somalia, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia: request for the inclusion of a supplement~ry item in the agenda of 
the thirty-first session 

DOCUMENT A/31/192 

Letter dated 10 August 1976 from the representatives of 
Algeria, Bulgaria, Burundi, the Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, China, the Congo, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, the German Democratic Republic, 
Guinea, Hungary, Iraq, the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mongolia, Poland, 
Romania, Somalia, Togo, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
Zambia to the Secretary-General 

[Original: Hnglishj 
/16 August 19 76 J 

On instructions from our Governments, we have the 
honour to request the inclusion in the agenda of the 

thirty-tirst sess1ull ul the (J.::ueJ a! Assembly ot an 1tem 
entitled "Removal of the danger of war and maintenance 
and consolidation Llf peace in Korea and accderation of the 
independent and peaceful reunification of Korea". 

An explanatory memorandum and a draft resolution are 
attached to this letter. 

(Signed) F. K. BOUAYAD-AGHA I Algeria) 
Alexander YANKOV (Bulgaria) 

La dis! as NC AHINYE RETSE (Burundi) 
G. G. TCHERNOUC!HCHENKO (B) elorussian 

Soviet Suoalist Republic) 
IHIANC Hua (China) 

Bari NGALLl-MARSALA (Congo) 
Ladislav SMID (Czechoslovakia) 

Hussein S. FADHLI (Democratic Yemen) 
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Bernhard NEUGEBAUER (Gennan Democratic Republic) 
Mamadou Maxime CAMARA (Guinea) 

J6zsef GALAMBOS (Hungary) 
Abdul Karim AL-SHA IKHLY (Iraq) 

Vithaya SOURlNHO (Lao People's Democratic Republic) 
Henri RASOLONDRAIBE (Madagascar) 

tllamaduu Boubacar KANTE (Mali) 
Victor J. GAUCI (Malta) 

Tsevegzhavyn PUNTSAGNOROV (Mongolia) 
Henryk JAROSZEK (Poland) 

lon DATCU (Romania) 
Mohamed Shekh MOHAMUD (Somalia) 

Latevi-Atcho LAWSON (Togo) 
V. N. MARTYNENKO (Ukrainian Sov1et Socialist 

Republic) 
M.A. KHARLAMOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

Gibson Roberts ZIMBA (Zambia) 

ANNEX I 

Explanatory memorandum 

I. The Korean people arc undcrgomg the tragedy of a natwnal 
split for over 30 :-ear~ and mtcrvcntlon m the domestic affairs of 
Korea b) a fore1gn country still contmues. 

2. The qucstton of Korea's rcumficatlon 'hould be solved 
mdepcndently and peacefully on the ba~t' of the pnnctples of 
nattonal sclf-deterrnmatwn \\ 1thout mtcrfcrenLc of any outside 
force~. 

3. A rcsolutwn \\a' adopted at the thntteth session of the 
General A~"·mbly on 18 November 1975 on d1ssolvmg the "United 
Nations Command", wlthdrawmg all the foreign troops stattoned m 
South Korea under the t1ag of the United Natwns, replacmg the 
Korean ~llhtar) Arrmsttce Agreement wtth a peace agreement, 
preventmg armc·d c·ontlicts bct\H'en the North and the South of 
Korea. reducmg armed forces and armamcnh and ea,mg tensiOn. 

4. However, "'nom ,JttcntFlll cannot but be dneded to th1· fact 
that not only has this re~olut1on remamed ummplenwntcd but 
tenswn ha' bc·en contmunthly aggravated ll1 Korea and the diVISion 
of the country continue~. 

5. All the• peacc-lovmg peoples or the \\ orld arc e:\pressmg then 
deep apprehensions about the fact that, of late, military forces have 
been continuously reinforced in South Korea, mass destruction 
weapons, including nuclear weapons, are brought there from outside 
in large quantities, various kinds of arms and military personnel are 
concentrated on a large scale along the military demarcation line 
and the threat of aggression against the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea is daily increasing. 

6. A 'tatement and a men10randum of the Government of the 
Democratic People', Republic· of Korea "ere Issued on 5 August 
19 76 111 connexion \\ Ith this critical situation created 111 Korea. 

7. Today It has Lome to the fore as the most prcssmg Issue to 
ea'c the extreme!) aggravated tensJon 111 Korea and remove the 
danger ot a new war. 

8. l·or the above reasom. the undersigned of this e:\planatory 
memorandum request the mcluswn 111 the agenda of the thnty-first 
session of the Gc·ncral A"ernbly of an Item entitled "Removal of 
the danger of war and mamtcnance and consohdatwn of peace 111 
Korea and acceleration of the mdepcndcnt and peaceful reumfi
catwn of Korea". 

9. We· believe' that all Members uf the Umtcd Nations will pay 
deep ,Jttentwn to this fair and rcasonabk proposal on remov111g the 
daii) aggravated tensi<Jll and mamtaming and consohdatmg pcac<' m 
Korea, and express support and sympathy tor 1t. 

ANNEX II 

Draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling Its resolution of 18 November 1975, adopted at the 
thirtieth session on convertmg the armstice into a durable peace in 
Korea and accelerating the independent and peaceful reunification 
of Korea, 

Paymg serious attention to the fact that the above-mentioned 
resolutiOn has, however, not yet been unplemented, that the 
tensions keep aggravatmg 111 Korea and that the division of the 
country contmues, 

Expressing great concern over the cntical situation resulting from 
the fact that the military forces arc being continuously reinforced 
and large quantitieS of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction are being mtroduccd mto South Korea from outside, 
that various kmds of armed forces and military personnel are being 
concentrated on a large scale along the military demarcation line 
and that a threat of aggresston against the Democratic People's 
Repu bhc of Korea ha> been created, 

Taking note of the statement and the memorandum of the 
Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 1ssued 
on 5 August 1976 m conne:\IOn with the tensions created in Korea, 

Considering that tt is m conformity with the requuements of the 
Charter of the Umtcd Nations on promotmg world peace and 
sccunty and respectmg the principles of national sclt:determination 
to remove the e' trerncly aggravated tensions m Korea at present and 
tlw danger of a ne\1 war and to achieve the mdependent and 
peaceful reumflcatwn of Korea, 

I. Demnnds the Immediate cessation of all acts of foreign 
military mvolvement and aggressiOn against Korea, the Immediate 
"ithdra\\al of new types of weapons and military eqmpment, 
mcluding nudear weapons, introduced mto South Korea and an end 
to the acts of aggravatmg the tenstons and mcreasing the danger of a 
new war m Korea: 

2. Appeals to all the Memhcr' of the Umted Nations to check all 
act~ of mterfenng m the mternal affaus of Korea and fabncating 
"two Korc·as" to Iunder tlw reunification, 

3. Expresses the hope that the reumfication of Korea will be 
realized by the Korean people themsclve' without the interference 
of any outside forces, through such forms of negotiation and 
dialogue a' a great nattonal congress which may extensively reflect 
the will of the entire nation, 111 accordance with the three principks 
of mdependence, peaceful rcumfication and great national unity 
danfied In the North-South JOmt statement of 4 July 1972; 

4. Reaffirms that the "United Natwns Command" should be 
dissolved, that all the foreign troops statwned in South Korea under 
the Umted Natwns flag should be withdrawn and that the Arnusticc 
Agreement should be replaced with a peace agreement, and 
consider\ that substantial measures should be arranged at the earliest 
possible date for realizing them. 

DOCUMENT A/31/192/ADD.1 

f Original: French/ 
{23 August 1976/ 

Add the following names to the list of signatories: 

(Signed) Te6filo ACOSTA (Cuba) 
IENG SARY (Democratic Kampuchea) 

Bibang ASECO EY ANG (Equatorial Guinea) 
Arnaldo H. S. ARAUJO (Guinea-Bissau) 

Ashour S. BENKHA Y AL (Libyan Arab Republic) 
Mowaffak ALLAF (Syrian Arab Hepublic) 

Sebastian CHALE (United Republic of Tanzania) 
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DOCUMENT A/31/192/ADD.2 

f Original: French/ 
{26 August 1976/ 

Add the following name to the list of signatories: 

(Signed) Ignace KARUHIJE (Rwanda) 

DOCUMENT A/31/192/ADD.3 

f Original: French/ 
f 14 September 1976/ 

Add the following names to the list of signatories: 

(Signed) Patrice HOUNGAVOU (Benin) 
Ahmed Esmat ABDEL MEGUID (Egypt) 

DOCUMENT A/31/192/ADDA 

f Original: English/ 
{21 September 1976/ 

The following letter was received by the Secretary
General on 21 September 1976: 

On behalf of the countries listed in the letter dated 10 
August 1976 (A/31/192 and Add.l-3), I have the honour 
to inform you that the request for the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of a supplementary item 
entitled "Removal of the danger of war and maintenance 
and consolidation of peace in Korea and acceleration of 
the independent and peaceful reunification of Korea" has 
been withdrawn. 

(Signed) Salim Ahmed SALIM 
Permanent Representative 

of the United Republic of Tanzania 

DOCUMENTS A/31/194 AND ADD.1 AND 2 

Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Central African Republic, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Paraguay, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Uruguay: request for the inclusion of a 
supplementary item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

DOCUMENT A/31/194 

Letter dated 20 August 1976 from the representatives of 
Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Costa Rica, the Dominican 
Republic, Gabon, Germany (Federal Republic of), 
Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Japan, the Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Paraguay, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the 
United States of America and Uruguay to the United 
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

f Original: English/ 
{20 August 1976/ 

We have the honour to request, under rule 14 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly, the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of an item entitled "Need 
for constructive dialogue and negotiation towards a peace
ful settlement of the Korean problem and the reunification 
of Korea''. 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of 
the General Assembly, an explanatory memorandum and a 
draft resolution are attached. 

(Signed) Edouard LONGERSTAEY (Belgium) 
Mario R. GUTIERREZ (Bolivia) 
Robert B. EDMONDS (Canada) 

Fernando SALAZAR (Costa Rica) 
Ana Esther DE LA MAZA VASQUEZ 

(Dofninican Republic) 
Jean-Baptiste ESSONGHE (Gabon) 

Rudiger VON WECHMAR (Germany, Federal Republic of) 
Michael A. CAESAR (Grenada) 

Julio ASENSJO WUNDERLICH (Guatemala) 

Alexandre VERRET (Haiti) 
Roberto MARTINEZ ORDONEZ (Honduras) 

I sao ABE (Japan) 
Pieter A. VAN BUUREN (Netherlands) 

Malcolm J. C. TEMPLETON (New Zealand) 
Guillermo LANG (Nicaragua) 

Francisco M. BARREIRO (Paraguay) 
Ivor RICHARD (United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) 
W. Tapley BENNETT (United States of America) 

Ruben A. CHELLE (Uruguay) 

ANNEX! 

Explanatory memorandum 

I. The United Nations General Assembly has endeavoured for 
over a quarter of a century to promote the establishment of a 
unified, mdepcndent and democratic government in Korea in 
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations. None the less, Korea remains divided and tensions 
continue. The solution of the Korean question essentially depends 
upon conciliation and agreement between the South and the North 
of Korea and upon continued efforts for the maintenance of peace 
and security in the area. 

2. The General Assembly, in its consensus statement adopted in 
19731 expr~ssed its satisfaction over the joint communique of 
4 July 1972 between the South and the North of Korea and urged 
them to continue their dialogue and to widen many-sided exchanges 
and co-operation in the spirit of the said communique. The 
subsequent sessions of the General Assen;bly in 1974 and 1975 
further urged that the questions affecting peace and security in 
Korea and the reunilication of Korea be settled by the South-North 
dialogue and by negotiations among the parties directly concerned. 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth 
Session, Supplement No. 30 (A/9030), p. 24, item 41. 
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3. The South-North dialogue, ho\\CWr. rcmams wspcnded. There 
ha~ been no progre~s m efforts for negotwt1ons on new arrange
menh dmong the part1es duectly concerm·d to perm1t the adapta
tion or replacement of the Armis!Jee .'\grecment thm enabling the 
chssolut1on of the llmted Nat1om Command, reduction of tensions 
and e'tabhshment of lastmg peace m Korea. 

4. On 22 July \976, the United States made a concrl'le propmal 
to meet \nth the parties directly concerned to seck an agreed Ill'\\ 

kgal structure for the armst1cc dunng the forthcommg se\Sion of 
the Umtcd Nat10m General Assembly m Ne\\ York or else>\ here In 
tim proposal, It was noted that such a conference could al~o replace 
the armiq1ce w1th more permanent arrangements 111 any form 
acceptabk to all partie~ which could ease tenswns throughout A~1a. 
This proposal, which mcluded an expressed readme" to bcgm 
nnmed1ate d1scms10n~ on ISSues of procedure and venue. regrettably 
has not met w1th a pos1t1vc respome. Indeed, the only rc-ponse of 
my kmd has been the subm1"ion on 16 August 19762 of ~tnother 
confrontatiOnal draft resolution for the cons1dcratwn ot the 
forthcommg ~eS'Ion of the Limll'd 1\:at)(ln~ General As~embly. 

5. Under these c1rcum~tances, \\e behevc the GL•neral As~embly 
should encourage once aga1n the contmuat1on of dwloguc. The 
A"embly ~hould urge all concerned to do everythmg pos~1blc to 
facilitate the resumptiOn of talks and tlw negotiatiOn of durable 
arrangements for the mamtenance of peace m the Korean pcmnsula 
and the ach1ewment of reumf1c:tt1on. 

6. For the foregomg rea,ons, the s1gnatones ot th1' letter rL'lJ ue~t 
inclmwn 111 the agenda of tlw tlmty-fir't 'esqon of the General 
A5'embl; of an 1tem entitled ·'Need for constructive d1alogue and 
negot1at10n towards a peaceful 'ettlement of the Korean problem 
and the reumtkatwn of Korea". 

In accordance 1\lth rule 20 of the rules of procedure of 1ne 
General A>Sembly, a draft re~olutwn 1' attached 

ANNEX II 

Draft resolution 

The General Assembly. 

Proclaimi'lK once more the goal of peaceful reumf1cat1on of Korea 
on the bam of the freely expressed \\ill of the Korean people. 

Rezteratmg 1t~ urgent dc~lfL' that progres~ l1L' m.tdt• towards that 
goal by dialogue between the South and the North of Korea ~" 
envisaged m the J0111t L·ommumque IS\Ued by them on 4 July 1972 
and m accordance w1th Its own consensus statt-ment of 28 
November 1973,1 

Considenng that the dl5'olutwn of the lln1ted NatiOns Command 
accompamed by .urangements for the adaptation or replacement of 
the Arm1st1ce Agreement of 27 July !953, 3 wluch has for 23 years 
been an essentl,d factor m the mamtenance of peace and ~!ability 111 

the Korean peninsula, could fal'lhtatc reconcJII,ltlon between the 
South and the North of Korea, 

2 See A/31/192. 
3 Sec Officwl Records of tl;e Security Cozmc!l, Etghth Year, 

Supplement for Julv, August and September 1953, document 
S/3079, transmitted ·to the members of the Gcneral-A"embly by a 
note of the Sc•crctar)-General (A/2451 ). 

Beileving that agreemcn l to that end could beq be aclueved by 
dnect negotiations among the South and the North of Korea and 
the other part1cs d1rectly concerned, 

I. Declares th,tt, 111 the 111tercst of the Korean people, the highest 
pnonty should be given to the establishment of conditiom \\hlch 
\\ill lead to natwnal reconCJhation and a lastmg peace 111 Korea 111 
order to ach1eve It~ reunificatiOn. 

2. Calls upon the South and the North of Korea to rcwmc 
promptly then d~alogue 111 order to aclueve by negot1at1on the 
settlement of then out~tanding problems. 

3. Urges thL· South and the North of Korea and the other partJC\ 
duectly concerned to enter into early negotiations with the 
obJec!Jve of pcnmttmg the d1S'olut10n of thL' Umtcd Nat1ons 
Command as ~oon as pos~1ble by adapting the Armi~tiCL' Agreement 
or by fmdmg a ne\\ basis to replace the ex1stmg Agreement with 
rnore permanent t~rrange1ncnt~: 

4. Call~ upun all concerned to exerc1se the utmoq re\tramt so as 
to create an atmosphere conduCive to peace and dialogue. 

DOCUMENT A/31/194/ADD.1 

f Original: French/ 
f 14 September 1976/ 

Add the following name to the list of signatories: 

(Signed) Jean-Arthur BANDIO 
(Central African Republic) 

DOCUMENT A/31/194/ADD.l 

f Origirzal: t.'nglishf 
(21 September 1976/ 

The following letter was received by the Secretary
General on 21 September 1976: 

On 20 August 1976 the Member States listed in 
document A/31/194 and Add. I requested the inclusion in 
the agenda of the thirty-first session of an item entitled 
"Need for constructive dialogue and negotiation towards 
a peaceful settlement of the Korean problem and the 
reunification of Korea". Having taken note of the 
withdrawal of the request by another group of Member 
States for inscription of another item concerning Korea, I 
have the honour. on behalf of the co-sponsors, to 
withdraw our earlier request. 

(Signed) Isao ABE 
Permanent Representatil•e of Japan 

DOCUMENT A/31 /200/REV. 1 

Supplementary list of items proposed for inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

1. Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at 
the United Nations [item proposed by Papua New 
Guinea (A/31/191)]. 

f Original: English/ French} 
f 17 September 1976} 

2. Removal of the danger of war and maintenance and 
consolidation of peace in Korea and acceleration of the 
independent and peaceful reunification of Korea [item 
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proposed by Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China, the 
Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, 
Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, the 
German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Hungary, Iraq, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
the Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, 
Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Somalia, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia 
(A/31/ 192 and Add.!)]. 

3. Co-operation and assistance in the application and 
improvement of mass communications for social pro
gress and development (item proposed by Indonesia, 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand 
(A/31/193)]. 

4. Need for constructive dialogue and negotiation towards 
a peaceful settlement of the Korean problem and the 
reunification of Korea [item proposed by Belgium, 
Bolivia, Canada, the Central African Republic, Costa 
Rica, the Dominican Republic, Gabon, Germany, Fed
eral Republic of, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Para
guay. the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, the United States of America and 
Uruguay (A/31/194 and Add .I)}. 

5. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges 
waters at Farakka [item proposed by Bangladesh 
(A/31 I 195 and Add.l and 2)). 

DOCUMENT A/BUR/31/1 

Organization of the thirty-fust session, adoption of the agenda and aUocation of items: 
memorandum by the Secretary-General 

I. Introduction 

I. The Secretary-General has the honour to place before 
the General Committee, for its consideration, the following 
observations and proposals in connexion with the report to 
be made to the General Assembly by the General Com
mittee regarding the organization of the thirty-first regular 
session, the adoption of the agenda and the allocation of 
items. 

II. Organization of the session 

Schedule of meetings 

2. It is suggested that both plenary and committee 
meetings should begin at 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; thus, two 
and a half hours would be available in the morning and 
three in the afternoon. In this connexion, the General 
Committee may wish to stress the need for punctuality in 
opening meetings and to draw the General Assembly's 
attention to rules 67 and 108 of the rules of procedure 
(A/520/Rev.l2), whereby the President of the General 
Assembly may declare a meeting open and permit the 
debate to proceed when at least one third of the members 
are present, and the Chairman of a Main Committee may 
declare a meeting ope~ and permit the debate to proceed 
when at least one quarter of the members are present. 

3. It is proposed that a five-day working week should be 
established, on the understanding that meetings on Satur
days, as well as night meetings, may be scheduled should 
this prove necessary. 

[Original: English/ French] 
[17 September 1976] 

General debate 

4. The General Committee may wish to draw the 
General Assembly's attention to the following conclusions 
of the Special Committee on the Rationalization of the 
Procedures and Organization of the General Assembly 
which were approved by the Assembly at its twenty-sixth 
session: 

(a) The length of the general debate should not normally 
exceed two and a half weeks (ibid., annex V, para. 45); 

(b) The list of speakers wishing to take part in the 
general debate should be closed at the end of the third day 
after the opening of the debate (ibid., para. 46); 

{c) Speakers should, as far as possible, avoid putting 
down their names to speak on a given item and at the same 
time indicating an alternative meeting if they are unable to 
keep to their original schedule (ibid., para. 70); 

{d) Representatives should speak in the order of their 
inscription on the list of speakers, on the understanding 
that those prevented from doing so should normally be 
moved to the end of the list, unless they have arranged to 
change places with other representatives (ibid., para. 71 ). 

5. Taking into consideration the conclusions set forth in 
subparagraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 4 above, the 
Secretary-General wishes to suggest that: 

{a) The general debate should begin on Monday, 27 
September and end on Wednesday, 13 October 1976; 
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(b) The list of speakers wishing to take part in the 
general debate should be closed on Wednesday, 29 Septem
ber, at 6 p.m. 

Rzght of reply 

6. The General Committee may also wish to draw the 
General Assembly's attention to the recommendation of 
the Special Committee, which was approved by the 
Assembly, whereby statements made in the exercise of the 
right of reply should be delivered, as a general rule, at the 
end of meetings (ibid., para. 78). Furthermore, the General 
Committee may wish to recommend, as was done at 
previous sessions, that delegations should exercise their 
right of reply at the end of the day whenever two meetings 
have been scheduled for that day and whenever such 
meetings are devoted to the consideration of the same item. 

7. Following the precedents established by the General 
Assembly at previous sessions, the General Committee may 
wish to recommend to the Assembly that statements in the 
exercise of the right of reply should be limited to 10 
minutes. 

Closmg date of the session 

8. In accordance with the provisions of rule 2 of the 
rules of procedure and in the light of the recommendation 
of the Special Conunittee that the General Assembly should 
meet for a period of 13 weeks (ibid., para. 4), the 
Secretary-General wishes to suggest that the closing date of 
the thirty-first sessiOn should be Tuesday, 21 December 
1976. 

Records oj the Main Comnuttees 

9. The Secretary-General wishes to draw the General 
Committee's attention to the fact that under rule 58 of the 
rules of procedure the First Committee shall be provided 
with verbatim records. That rule also stipulates that no 
organ of the General Assembly shall have both verbatim 
and summary records. As previously, the General Com
mittee may therefore wish to recommend that the verbatim 
records should be the official records of the First Com
mittee and the summary records should remain the official 
records of all other Main Committees. In this connexion, 
the General Committee should also make a recommen
dation to the General Assembly as to whether the option 
that has traditionally been approved for the Special 
Political Committee to obtain, on specific request, tran
scriptions of the debates of some of its meetings, or 
portions thereof, should be mamtained for the thirty-first 
session. Furthermore. the General Comm1ttee may wish to 
draw the Assembly's attention to paragraph 10 (e) of its 
resolution 2538 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969 which reads 
as follows: 

"Speeches or statements by representatives, by the 
Secretary-General or his representative, or by persons 
presenting reports on behalf of committees or other 
bodies, may be reproduced in extenso in summary 
records or in official documents only if they serve as 
bases for discussion, provided that the relevant decision is 
taken by the body concerned after a statement of the 
financial implications has been submitted in accordance 

with regulation 13 .I of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations." 

Seating arrangements 

10. In accordance with the established practice, the 
Secretary-General has caused lots to be drawn for the 
purpose of choosing the Member to occupy the first desk 
on the Assembly floor from which the alphabetical seating 
order will begin. The name drawn was Indonesia. Conse
quently, the delegation of that country will sit at the first 
desk at the right of the President and the other countries 
will follow in the English alphabetical order. The same 
order will be observed in the Main Committees. 

Use of the General Assembly Hall by the Main Committees 

11. In addition to the General Assembly Hall, only five 
conference rooms (Conference Rooms 1 to 4 and the 
Trusteeship Council Chamber) can accommodate the mem
bership of the Organization, making it possible to hold no 
more than six meetings simultaneously. All the Main 
Committees should, therefore. make full use of the General 
Assembly Hall when no plenary meeting is being held. 

Mechanical means of voting 

12. The Secretary-General wishes to suggest that the 
Main Committees make full use, on a rotating basis, of the 
mechanical means of voting available in both the General 
Assembly Hall and Conference Room 3. 

Financial implications of draft resolutions 

13. The Secretary-General would like to draw the 
attention of the General Committee to rule 153 of the rules 
of procedure which reads as follows: 

"No resolution involving expenditure shall be recom
mended by a committee for approval by the General 
Assembly unless it is accompanied by an estimate of 
expenditures prepared by the Secretary-General. No 
resolution in respect of which expenditures are antici
pated by the Secretary-General shall be voted by the 
General Assembly until the Administrative and Budgetary 
Committee (Fifth Committee) has had an opportunity of 
stating the effect of the proposal upon the budget 
estimates of the United Nations." 

1n this connexion the General Committee may wish to 
recommend that the General Assembly should draw the 
attention of the Main Committees to the imperative need 
for allowing sufficient time for the preparation of the 
estimate of expenditures by the Secretariat and for its 
consideration by the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions and by the Fifth Com
mittee and to the advisability of taking this requirement 
into account when they adopt their .programme of work, so 
that items for which financial implications are expected 
may be considered as early as possible. 

Reports of the Main Committees 

14. The General Committee may also wish to recom
mend that the General Assembly should draw the attention 
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of the Main Committees to Assembly resolution 
22')2 (XXll). which was reaffirmed by the Special Com
mittee (Ibid., para. 43 ), whereby the reports of the Main 
Committees should be as concise as possible and, save in 
exceptional cases, should not contain a summary of the 
debates. 

Balloting procedure 

15. The Secretary-General wishes to recall that on three 
occasions during the thirtieth session the General Assembly 
decided to dispense with the time-consuming balloting 
pro..:edure in the case of uncontested elections to subsidiary 
organs (see A/PV.2432, pp. 17, 22 and 23). The General 
Committee may wish to recommend that the General 
Assembly resort to such a method whenever it deems it 
appropriate. 

III. Adoption of the agenda 

l 6. All proposals for the inclusion of items in the agenda 
of the thirty-first session have been communicated to 
Member States in the following documents: 

(a) Provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
(A/31/150); 

(b) Supplementary list of items (A/31 /200/Rev.1); 

(c) Request for the inclusion of an additional item 
(A/31 /241 ). 

The Items proposed for inclusion are listed in the draft 
agenda, which appears in paragraph 20 below. 

17. With respect to item 12 of the draft agenda (Report 
of the Economic and Social Council), the Secretary-General 
wishes to draw the attention of the General Committee to a 
number of reports which the General Assembly specifically 
requested or which the Economic and Social Council 
decided to transmit to the Assembly. These reports, which 
will be considered under item 12, are the following: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the preparations 
for the United Nations Water Conference [resolution 
3513 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the adverse 
economic effects on the Arab States and peoples resulting 
from repeated Israeli aggression and continued occupation 
of their territories [resolutions 3336 (XXIX) of 17 
December 1974 and 3516 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]; 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on measures and 
modalities to ensure the adequate preparation, support and 
financing of an mternational year of the child [resolution 
3406 (XXX) of 28 November 1975]; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on an international 
year of the child, including revised cost estimates (Eco
nomic and Social Council decision 178 (LXI) of 5 August 
1976]; 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on measures against 
corrupt practices of transnational and other corporations, 

their intermediaries and others involved [resolution 
3514 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]; 

(f) Report of the Secretary-General on immediate needs 
resulting from economic emergency situatiOns [resolution 
3510 (XXX) of 15 December 1975]; 

(g) Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations 
activities relating to the implementation of the medium
term and long-term recovery and rehabilitation programme 
in the Sudano-Sahelian region [resolution 3253 (XXIX) of 
4 December 1974]. 

In this connexion, it should be noted that in paragraph 8 of 
resolution 3021 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 the General 
Assembly instructed the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control to submit a report to the Assembly at its 
thirty-first session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, on the methods and ways likely to be most 
effective in preventing crime and improving the treatment 
of offenders, including recommendations on the measures 
most appropriate in such areas as law enforcement, judicial 
procedures and correctional practices. However, in para· 
graph 3 of resolution 1924 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, the 
Economic and Social Council invited the General Assembly 
to postpone consideration of the question until its thirty
second session. 

18. Item 116 of the draft agenda (Amendment to 
Article 22 of the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential amendments 
to Articles 23 and 28) has been on the agenda of the 
General Assembly since its twenty-fourth session, when its 
inscription was requested by the International Court of 
Justice. Article 22 of the Statute of the Court stipulates 
that the seat of the Court shall be established at The Hague. 
In proposing the inscription of the item, the Court 
suggested in a draft resolution4 that Article 22 should be 
changed to provide that the seat shall be at The Hague "or 
at such other place as shall at any time be approved by the 
General Assembly on the recommendation of the Court". 
The reasons for this proposal were set forth in an 
explanatory memorandum submitted by the Court.s Since 
the twenty-fourth session, discussion of the item has been 
annually postponed. The Secretary-General is aware that a 
number of developments have taken place, subsequent to 
the inscription of the item, which might render it unneces
sary for the General Assembly to take a decision on 
substance. For instance, as recorded in the report of the 
International Court of Justice to the current session of the 
General Assembly,6 work has begun on the construction of 
a new buildin,g in The Hague, at the expense of the 
Government of the Netherlands, to provide suitable 
meeting rooms and offices to the Court and its members. 
Taking this and other developments into account, the 
Secretary-General has held informal consultations with the 
President of the Court and with representatives of the 
Netherlands, and has ascertained that there would be no 
objection if the item were not maintained on the agenda of 

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth 
Session, Annexes, agenda ttcm 93, docu.mcnt A/7591/Add.l. 

5 Ibid., document A/7591. 
6 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 5 (A/31/5), paras. 29 

and 30. 
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the General Assembly. Consequently, the Secretary-General 
wishes to propose the deletion of that item. 

19. The Secretary-General wishes to recall that in the 
introduction to his report on the work of the Organization7 
he drew attention to the fact that the Special Committee 
on the Rationalization of the Procedures and Organization 
of the General Assembly, whose conclusions were approved 
by the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session, had 
recommended several measures aimed at reducing the 
number of agenda items. Among them were the elimination 
of items which had lost their urgency or relevance, were not 
ripe for consideration or could be dealt with and even 
disposed of equally well by subsidiary organs, the staggering 
of items over two or more years and the grouping of related 
items under the same title. In the introduction to his report 
the Secretary-General voiced the firm belief that, in order 
to improve the efficiency of the General Assembly, an 
effort should be made to streamline its agenda and 
expressed the hope that at the beginning of the thirty-first 
session the General Committee would take a critical look at 
the draft agenda in the light of the recommendations of the 
Special Committee cited above. 

20. Subject to the General Committee's recommen
dations regarding paragraphs 17 to 19 above, the draft 
agenda of the thirty-first session would consist of the 
following items:s 

1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of 
Luxembourg (P.1). 

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation (P.2). 

3. Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly (P.3): 

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

4. Election of the President (P.4). 

5. Constitution of the Main Committees and election of officers 
(P.5). 

6. Election of the Vice-Presidents (P.6). 

7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, 
paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations (P. 7). 

8. Adoption of the agenda (P.8). 

9. General debate (P.9). 

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organiza-
tion (P.I 0). 

II. Report of the Security Council (P.ll ). 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council (P.12). 9 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice (P.13). 

14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (P.14). 

15. Election of five non-permanent members of the Security 
Council (P.15). 

16. Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social 
Council (P.16). 

1 7. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
lP.1 7). 

7 Ibid., Supplement No. /A (A/31/l/Add.1}, sect. VIII. 
8 Abbrev1a tions used in the prl'scnt document: 

(P. ): 1tem on the provisional agenda (A/31/150); 
(S. ): item on the supplementary list (A/31/200/Rev.l); 
(A. ): addit10nal item (A/31/241). 

9 Sec para. I 7 above. 

18. Election of fifteen members of the Industrial Development 
Board (P.18). 

19. Election of nineteen members of the Govermng Council of 
the United Nations Environment Programme (P.I9). 

20. Election of twelve members of the World Food CounCil 
(P.20). 

21. EJection of twelve members of the Board of Governors of the 
United Nations Special Fund (P.21). 

22. Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme 
and Co-ordination (P.22). 

23. Election of the members of the International Law Com
mission (P.23). 

24. Election of seventeen members of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (P.24). 

25. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Grantmg of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.25). 

26. Admission of new Members to the United Nat10ns (P.26). 

27. Question of Palestine (P.27): 

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

28. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Orgamza
tion of African Unity: report of the Secretary-General (P.28). 

29. The situation in the Middle East (P.29). 

30. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 
(P.30). 

31. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space
report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
(P.31). 

32. Preparation of an international convention on principles 
governing the use by States of artificJal earth satellites for 
direct television broadcasting: report of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (P.32). 

33. Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthenmg of 
International Security: report of the Secretary-General 
(P.33). 

34. Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secretary
General (P.34 ). 

35. Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons wh1ch 
may be the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for 
humanitarian reasons: report of the Secretary-General (P.35). 

36. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament <P.36). 

37. Urgent need for cessalion of nuclear and thermonuclear tests 
and conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a compre
hensive test ban: report of the Conference of th~ Comnnttee 
on Disarmament (P.37). 

38. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 3467 (XXX) 
ooncerning the signature and ratification of Additional 
Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (P.38). 

39. Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean a~ a 
Zone of Peace: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on th•c 
Indian Ocean (P.39). 

40. World Disarmament Conference: repoit of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the World Disarmament Conference (P.40). 

41. Effective measures to implement the purposes and objectives 
of the Disarmament Decade (P.41 ). 

42. Implementation of the Declaration on tht Denucleanzat1on 
of Afnca (P.42). 

4 3. Comprehensive study of the questiOn of nuclear-weapon-freP 
zones in all its aspects: report of the Secretary-General fP.4.> l. 
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44. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of 
the Middle East (P.44). 

45. Convention on the prohibition of military or any other 
hostile usc of environmental modification techniques: report 
of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament (P.45). 

46. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia 
(P.46). 

4 7. Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohi
bition of nuclear-weapon tests (P.4 7). 

48. Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmanwnt I P.48). 

49. General and complete disarmament (P.49): 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Dis
armament; 

(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

50. Strengthenmg ot the role of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament repurt of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Review of the Rok of the United Nations in the Field of 
Disarmament (P.50). 

51. Effects of .ttomic radiation: report of the Umted Nations 
Scientific Conumttee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(P.5 I). 

52. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 
(P.52): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

53. United Nat10m Relief and Works Agency for Palestme 
Refugees in the Ncar East (P.5 3): 

(a) Report of the Conumssioner-General; 
(b) Report of the Workmg Group on the Financing of the 

Umted Nation' Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugee' in the Near East; 

(c) Report of the Umtcd Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General. 

54. Comprehensive revww of the whole question of peace-keepmg 
operations m all their aspects: report of the Special Com
mittee on Peace-keeping Operations (P.54). 

55. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of 
the Occupied Territoncs (P.55 ). 

56. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(P.56): 

(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nalions 

Conference on Trade and Development; 
(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary

General. 

57. United Nations Industrial Development Organization: report 
of the Industrial Development Board (P.57). 

58. United Nation, Institute for Training and Research: report of 
the FxecutiVL' JJuector (P.58). 

59. Operational act iVIties for development (P.59): 

(a) United Natwns Development Programme; 
(b) United Natwns Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the Sec-

retary-General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme; 
(e) United Natwns Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(g) World i'ood Programme. 

60. United Nations Environment Programme (P.60): 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 

(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ment': report of the 'Secretary-General; 

(d) Election of the Executive Director. 

61. l'ood problems: report of the World Food Council (P.61 ). 

62. United Natic>ns Special Fund (P.62): 
(a) Report ot the Board of Governors; 
(b) Confmnat1on of the appointment of the Executive 

Duector. 

63. Umted Nations University (P.63): 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations University; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

64. Office of the llnitcd Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordmator: 
reports of the Secretary-General (P.64). 

65. Revi;ion of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second llmted Nalions Development Decade (P.65). 

66. Development and mternational economic co-operation: 
Implementation of the decisions adopted by the General 
Assembly at Its seventh special session (P.66): 

(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructunng 
of the honomic and Social Sectors of the United 
N.1tiom S) ;tcm; 

(h) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

67. Economic co-operation among developing countries: report 
of the Secretary-General (P.67). 

68. Techmcal co-operatiOn among developing countries (P.68). 

69. Hmunation of all forms of racial discrimmation (P.69): 

(a) Decade fur Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
DiscnmllldtiOn: report of the Secretary-General; 

(b) Report' of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrinnnat10n; 

(c) Status of the International Convention on the Elinu
nation of All Forms of Racial D1scnmination: report of 
the Secretary-General; 

(d) Status of the International ConventiOn on the Sup
pressiOn and Pumshment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

70. Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of 
pohtJcal. military, economic and other forms of assistance 
giVen to colonial and racist regimes in southern Afnca (P.70). 

71. Human rights and scientific and technological developments 
(P.71). 

72. World social situation. report of the Secretary-General (P. 72). 

7 3. Policies and programmes relatmg to youth: reports of the 
Secretary-General (P. 7 3 ). 

74. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
pumshment (P. 74). 

75. Umted Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace. report of the Secretary-General (P.75). 

76. Importance of the universal realizahon of the right of peoples 
to self-determinatiOn and of the speedy granting of inde
pendence to colonial countries and peoples for the effective 
guarantee dnd observance of human rights: report of the 
Secretary-General (P. 76). 

77. Eliminatton of all forms of religious inlole1ance (P.77). 

78. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees: report of the High Commissioner (P.78). 

79. National experience in achieving far-reaching social and 
economic changes for the purpose of social progress: report 
of the Secretary-General (P. 79). 

80. F1eedom of mformatwn (P.80)· 

(a) Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information; 
(b) Draft Convention on Freedom of InformatiOn. 

81. Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on C1vil and 
Political R1ghts and the Optional Protocol to the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.81 ). 
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82. United Nations conference for an international convention on 
adoption law (P.82). 

83. Preservation and further development of cultural values 
(P.83). 

84. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted 
under Article 73 (e) of the Charter of the United Nations 
(P.84): 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

85. Question of Namibia (P.85): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 
(c) Umted Nations Fund for Namibia: report of the Secre

tary-General; 
(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for 

Namibia. 

86. Question of Southern Rhodesia: report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.86). 

87. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all other Territories 
under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colo
malism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa: report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
(P.87). 

88. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the 
specialized agencies and the international institutions asso
ciated with the United Nations (P.88): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

89. United Nations Educational and Training Programme for 
Southern Africa: report of the Secretary-General (P.89). 

90. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of the 
Secretary-General (P. 90). 

91. Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the Board of 
Auditors (P.91): 

(a) United Nations; 
(b) United Nations Development Programme; 
(c) United NatiOns Children's Fund; 
(d) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East; 
(e) United Nations Institute for Training and Research; 
(f) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees; 
(g) Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme; 
(h) United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

92. Programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 (P.92). 

93. Medium-term plan (P.93): 

(a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 and revised 
plan for 1977; 

(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit: report of the Secretary-General. 

94. Financial emergency of the United Nations: report of the 
Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the 
United Nations (P.94). 

95. Review of the intergovernmental and expert machmery 
dealing with the formulation, review and approval of pro
grammes and budgets (P.95). 

96. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United 
Nations with the specialized agencies and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency: report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (P.96). 

97. Joint Inspection Unit (P.97): 
(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit; 
(b) Question of the continuation of the Joint Inspection 

Unit. 

98. P.attern of conferences: report of the Committee on Con
ferences (P.98). 

99. United Nations accommodation (P.99): 
(a) Utilization of office accommodation m the United 

Nations system; 
(b) Utilization of office accommodation and conference 

facilities at the Donaupark Centre in Vienna: report of 
the Secretary -General. 

100. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of 
the United Nations: report of the Committee on Con
tributions (P.1 00). 

101. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsi
diary organs of the General Assembly (P.101): 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions; 

(b) Committee on Contributions; 
(c) Board of Auditors; 
(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appoint-

ments made by the Secretary-General; 
(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal; 
(f) International Civil Service Commisswn; 
(g) United NatiOns Staff Pension Committee. 

102. Personnel questions (P.102): 
(a) CompositiOn of the Secretariat: report of the Secretary

General; 
(b) Other personnel questions: report of the Secretary

General. 

103. Report of the International Civil Service Commission (P.1 03). 

104. United Nations pension system: report of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board (P.l04). 

105. Financing of the Umted Nations Emergency Force and of the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.1 05). 

106. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of 
its twenty-eighth session (P.1 06). 

107. Conference of plenipotentiaries on succession of States 111 

respect of treaties: report of the Secretary-General (P.l 07). 

108. Report of the United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law on the work of its ninth session (P.1 08). 

109. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country 
(P.1 09). 

110. Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the 
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization (P.11 0). 

Ill. Respect for human rights in armed conflicts: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.111). 

112. Implementation by States of the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.112). 

113. Measures to prevent international terronsm which endangers 
or takes innocent human lives or jeopardizes fundamental 
freedoms, and study of the underlymg causes of those forms 
of terrorism and acts of VIOlence which he m nusery, 
frustration, grievance and despair and which cause some 
people to sacrifice human lives, including their own, in an 
attempt to effect radical changes: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on International Terrorism (P.\13). 
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114. Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on 
the Representation of States in their Relations with Inter
national Organizations (P.ll4): 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 
African Unity and/or by the League of Arab States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention 
in future activities of international organizations. 

115. Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and 
principles of international economic development law 
(P.ll5). 

116. Amendment to Article 22 of the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential 
amendments to Articles 23 and 28 (P.ll6).1 O 

117. Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera
tion of Nuclear Weapons (P.l17). 

118. One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Amphictyonic 
Congress of Panama (P.ll8). 

119. Question of Cyprus (P.ll9). 

120. Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the 
United Nations(S.l). 

121. Removal of the danger of war and maintenance and consoli
dation of peace in Korea and acceleration of the independent 
and peaceful reunification of Korea (S.2). 

122. Co-operation and assistance in the application and improve
ment of mass communications for social progress and 
development (S.3). 

123. Need for constructive dialogue and negotiation towards a 
peaceful settlement of the Korean problem and the reunifi
cation of Korea (S.4). 

124. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges 
waters at Farakka (S.5). 

125. Question of the Comorian Island of Mayotte (A. I). 

IV. Allocation of items 

21. The allocation of items proposed in paragraph 29 
below follows, in the main, the pattern adopted by the 
General Assembly for those items in previous years. 

22. The following items of the draft agenda deal with 
matters which have not been considered previously by the 
General Assembly: 

118. One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Amphictyonic 
Congress of Panama (P.ll8). 

120. Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the 
United Nations (S.I ). 

122. Co-operation and assistance in the application and improve
ment of mass communications for social progress and 
development (S.3). 

124. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges 
waters at Farakka (S.5). 

125. Question of the Comorian Island of Mayotte (A. I). 

The sponsors of the requests for the inclusion of items 118, 
120, 122 and 125 have suggested that they should be 
allocated as follows: 

. Item 118 
Item 120 
Item 122 
Item 1]<; 

0 •••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 0. 

10 See para. 18 above. 

Plenary meetings 
Plenary meetings 
Third Committee 
Plenary meetings 

23. In connexion with item 12 of the draft agenda 
(Report of the Economic and Social Council), the Secre
tary-General proposes that, as in previous years, the various 
parts of the report should be assigned to the Main 
Committees in accordance with their respective fields of 
competence or to plenary meetings. Bearing that consid
eration in mind, the Secretary-General recommends the 
following allocation for the various parts of the main 
report,• • on the understanding that the chapters of the 
addendum to the report• 2 would be allocated according to 
their subject-matter: 

Chapter I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Plenary meetings 

Chapter II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second and Third 
Committees 

Chapter III 
Sections A to C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
Sections D and E 

(a) Substantive aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Sections F and G 
(a) Substantive aspects ............. Third Committee 
(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Section H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second and Fifth 
Committees 

Sections I and J 
{a) Substantive aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
{b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Section K . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
Section L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third Committee 
Section M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 

Chapter IV 
Section A . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second and Third 

Committees 
Sections B to E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
Section F 

(a) Substantive aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Sections G and H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 

Chapter V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second and Third 
Committees 

Chapter VI 
Section A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
Sections B to D 

(a) Substantive aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third Committee 
(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Chapter VII 
Section A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fifth Committee 
Section B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
Section C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second and Fifth 

Committees 
Section D 

(a) Substantive aspects Second and Third 
Committees 

(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 
Section E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • Fourth Committee 
Section F 

(a) Substantive aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second Committee 
(b) Administrative and budgetary aspects . Fifth Committee 

Chapter VIII 
Sections A to F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Plenary meetings 
Sections G and H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fifth Committee 

In addition, the General Committee may wish to bear in 
mind that: 

(a) Chapter II (General discussion of international eco
nomic and social policy, including regional and sectoral 

11 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. J (A/31/3). 

12/bid., Supplement No. JA (A/31/3/Add.l). 
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developments) might be of interest to the First, Special 
Political and Fourth Committees; 

(b) Chapter III, section A (Assistance to the drought
stricken areas of Ethiopia), section B (Review of the 
situation in Guatemala in consequence of the earthquake of 
4 February 1976) and section C (Measures to be taken 
following the cyclones in Madagascar), might be of interest 
to the Third Committee. 

24. With regard to item 25 (Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples), the General Committee may wish 
to consider referring to the Fourth Committee, as was done 
at previous sessions, all the chapters of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31 /23 
and Add.l-1 0) relating to specific Territories. This would 
again enable the General Assembly to deal in plenary 
meeting with the question of the implementation of the 
Declaration as a whole. 

25. In connexion with item 49 (General and complete 
disarmament), the Secretary-General wishes to draw the 
attention of the General Committee to the fact that some 
portions of the annual report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency for 1975 (A/31/171), which is to be 
considered directly in plenary meeting under item 14, deal 
with the subject-matter of this item. The General Com
mittee may therefore wish to recommend that the relevant 
paragraphs of the report should be drawn to the attention 
of the First Committee in connexion with its consideration 
of item 49. 

26. With regard to item 56 (United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development), the Secretary-General wishes 
to draw the General Committee's attention to the fact that, 
in section I, paragraph 5, of resolution 90 (IV) of 30 May 
1976, the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development at its fourth session decided to recommend 
that the General Assembly at its thirty-first session should 
amend further its resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964 so that the membership of the Trade and Develop
ment Board should be open to all States members of the 
Conference. Since the Trade and Development Board is 
scheduled to hold the first part of its sixteenth session from 
5 to 23 October 1976 and must report to the General 
Assembly at the current session, the General Committee 
may wish to recommend to the Assembly that the Second 
Committee should consider the question of the enlargement 
of the Board and report thereon to the General Assembly as 
a matter of priority. 

27. Regarding item 115 (Consolidation and progressive 
evolution of the norms and principles of international 
economic development law), the Secretary-General wishes 
to recall that at its 244lst plenary meeting, on IS 
December 1975, the General Assembly, on the recommen
dation of the Second Committee, decided to include the 
item in the provisional agenda of its thirty-first session in 
the hope that it would be allocated to the Sixth Committee 
for consideration.' 3 

13 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34 (A/10034), p. 77, 
item 12. 

28. Furthermore, the Secretary-General wishes to draw 
again the attention of the General Committee to the 
following recommendation of the Special Committee on 
the Rationalization of the Procedures and Organization of 
the General Assembly, which was approved by the As
sembly at its twenty-sixth session: 

"The Special Committee, reaffirming the major role 
which must be played by the Special Political Committee 
and recognizing further that the agenda of that Com
mittee is relatively light, recommends that the General 
Assembly should consider transferring to the Special 
Political Committee one or two items usually considered 
by other Committees with a view to ensuring a better 
division of work among the Main Committees" 
[A/520/Rev.l2, annex V, para. 34]. 

Since the agenda of the Special Political Committee 
continues to be relatively light, the General Committee may 
wish to consider recommending to the General Assembly 
the transfer of one or more items to that Committee. 

29. Subject to the recommendations of the General 
Committee regarding the adoption of the agenda and taking 
into account the considerations and suggestions set forth in 
paragraphs 22 to 28 above, the items of the draft agenda 
would be allocated as follows: t4 

Plenary meetings 

I. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of 
Luxembourg (P.l). 

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation (P.2). 

3. Credentials of representatives to the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly (P.3): 

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

4. Election of the President (P.4). 

5. Constitution of the Main Committees and election of officers 
(P.5). 

6. Election of the Vice-Presidents (P.6). 

1. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, 
paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations (P. 7). 

8. Adoption of the agenda (P.8). 

9. General debate (P.9). 

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
Organization (P.10). 

11. Report of the Security Council (P.11). 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters I and 
Vlll (sections A to F)] (P.12).1 5 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice (P.13). 

14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (P.14). 

15. Election of five non-permanent members of the Security 
Council (P.15). 

16. Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social 
Council (P.16). 

17. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
(P.l7). 

18. Election of fifteen members of the Industrial Development 
Board (P.18). 

14 For the abbreviations used in the allocation of items, see 
foot-note 8 above. 

15 See para. 23 above. 
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19. Election of nineteen members of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (P.19). 

20. Election of twelve members of the World Food Council (P.20). 

21. Election of twelve members of the Board of Governors of the 
United N"twns Special Fund (P.21). 

22. FleOion nf seven members of the Committee for Programme 
and (',,·cw1iaation (P.22). 

2'' Lkclwn ot the members of the International Law Commission 
(P.23). 

24. Election of seventeen members of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law (P.24). 

25. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.25).16 

26. Admission of new Members to the United Nations (P.26). 

27. Question of Palestme (P.27): 

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

28. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization 
of African Unity: report of the Secretary-General (P.28). 

29. The situation in the Middle East (P.29). 

30. Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 
(P.30). 

31. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(P.56): 17 

(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary
General. 

32. United Nations Environment Programme (P.60):18 

(d) Election of the Executive Director. 

33. United Nations Special Fund (P.61):19 

(b) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive 
Director. 

34. Question of Namibia (P.85):20 

(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for 
Namibia. 

35. Question of Cyprus (P.ll9). 

First Committee 

1. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space: 
report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
(P.31). 

2. Preparation of an international convention on principles 
governing the use by States of artificial satellites for direct 
television broadcasting: report of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (P. 32). 

3. Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security: report of the Secretary-General (P.33). 

4. Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secretary-General 
(P.34). 

5. Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which may 
be the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for 
humanitarian reasons: report of the Secretary-General (P. 35). 

16 See para. 24 above. 
17 For subttems (a) to (c), see below "Second Committee", 

item 2. 
18 For subttems (a) to (c), see below "Second Committee", 

item 6. 
19 For sub1tem (a), see below "Second Committee", item 8. 
20 For subitems (a) to (c), see below "Fourth Committee", 

Item 2. 

6. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament (P.36). 

7. Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests 
and conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive 
test ban: report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (P.37). 

8. Implementation of General Assembly .resolution 3467 (XXX) 
concerning the signature and ratification of Additional 
Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (P.38). 

9. Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a 
Zone of Peace: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian 
Ocean (P.39). 

10. World Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the World Disarmament Conference (P.40). 

11. Effective measures to implement the purposes and objectives 
of the Disarmament Decade (P.41). 

12. Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of 
Africa (P.42). 

13. Comprehensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free 
zones in all its aspects: report of the Secretary-General (P.43). 

14. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of 
the Middle East (P.44). 

15. Convention on the prohibition of military or any other hostile 
use of environmental modification techniques: report of the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament (P.45). 

16. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia 
(P.46). 

17. Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition 
of nuclear-weapon tests (P.4 7). 

18. Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types 
of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such 
weapons: report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (P.48). 

19. General and complete disarmament (P.49):21 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament; 

(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

20. Strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review 
of the Role of the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament 
(P.SO). 

21. Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera
tion of Nuclear Weapons (P.117). 

22. Removal of the danger of war and maintenance and 
consolidation of peace in Korea and acceleration of the 
independent and peaceful reunification of Korea (S.2). 

23. Need for constructive dialogue and negotiation towards a 
peaceful settlement of the Korean problem and the 
reunification of Korea (S.4). 

Special Political Committee2 2 

1. Effects of atomic radiation: report of the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(P.51). 

2. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 
(P.52): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

21 See para. 25 above. 
22 See para. 28 above. 



Agenda item 8 19 

3. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (P.53): 

(a) Report of the Commissioner-General; 
(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East; 

(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-GeneraL 

4. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping 
operations in all their aspects: report of the Special Committee 
on Peace-keeping Operations (P.54). 

5. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied 
Territories (P.55). 

Second Committee 

I. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters II, III 
(sections A to E, H to K and M), IV, V, VI (section A) and VII 
(sections B to D and F)) (P.12).23 

2. 'united ~ations Conference on Trade and Development 
(P.56):24 

(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development. 

3. United Nations Industrial Development Organization: report of 
the Industrial Development Board (P.57). 

4. United Nations Institute for Training and Research: report of 
the Execuctive Director (P.58). 

5. Operational activities for development (P.59): 

(a) United Nations Development Programme; 
(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the 

Secretary-General; 
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme; 
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
(f) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(g) World Food Programme. 

6. United Nations Environment Programme (P.20):2 S 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle

ments: report of the Secretary-GeneraL 

7. Food problems: report of the World Food Council (P.61). 

8. United Nations Special Fund (P.62):26 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors. 

9. United Nations University (P.63): 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations University; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General. 

10. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator: 
reports of the Secretary-General (P.64). 

11. Revision of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade (P.65). 

23 The parts of the report listed below would be referred also to 
the Third and Fifth Committees as follows: 

Chapters II, IV (section A) and V . . . . . . . . Third Committee 
Chapters III (sections D, E and H to J), 

IV (section F) and VII (sections C and F) . Fifth Committee 
Chapter VII (section D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Third and Fifth 

Committees 
For further details, see para. 23 above. 

24 See para. 26 above. For subitem (d), see above "Plenary 
meetings", item 31. 

25 For subitem (d), see above "Plenary meetings", item 32. 
26 For s~bitem (b), see above "Plenary meetings", item 33. 

12. Development and international economic co-operation: imple
mentation of the decisions adopted by the General Assembly 
at its seventh special session (P.66): 
(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of 

the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

13. Economic co-operation among developing countries: report of 
the Secretary-General (P.67). 

14. Technical co-operation among developing countries (P.68). 

Third Committee 

I. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters II, III 
(sections F, G and L), IV (section A), V, VI (sections B to D) 
and VII (section D)) (P.12).27 

2. Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination (P.69): 

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General; 

(b) Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination; 

(c) Status of the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination: report of the 
Secretary-General; 

(d) Status of the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

3. Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of 
political, military, economic and other forms of assistance 
given to colonial and racist regimes in southern Africa (P. 70). 

4. Human rights and scientific and technological developments 
(P.71). 

5. World social situation. report of the Secretary-General (P. 72). 

6. Policies and programmes relating to youth: reports of the 
Secretary-General (P. 73). 

7. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment (P.74). 

8. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace: report of the Secretary-General (P. 75). 

9, Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples 
to self-determination and of the speedy granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples for the 
effective guarantee and observance of human rights: report of 
the Secretary-General (P. 76). 

10. Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance (P.77). 

11. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: 
report of the High Commissioner (P. 7 8). 

12. National experience in achieving far-reaching social and 
economic changes for the purpose of social progress: report of 
the Secretary-General (P. 79). 

13. Freedom of information (P.80): 
(a) Draft Declaration on Freedom of Information; 
(b) Draft Convention on Freedom of Information. 

14. Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights· report of the 
Secretary-General (P.81 ). 

15. United Nations Conference for an international convention on 
adoption law (P.82). 

16. Preservation and further development of cultural values (P.83). 

2 7 The parts of the report listed below would be referred also to 
the Second and Fifth Committees as follows: 

Chapters II, IV (section A) and V ....... . 
Chapters III (sections F and G) and VI (sec-

tions B to D) ................... . 
Chapter VII (section D) ............. . 

For further details, see para. 23 above. 

Second Committee 

Fifth Committee 
Second and Fifth 

Committees 
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Fourth Committee 2. Programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 (P.92). 

1. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted 
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations (P.84): 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

2. Question of Namibia (P.85)·28 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples: 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 
(c) United Nations Fund for Namibia: report of the 

Secretary-General. 

3. Question of Southern Rhodesia: report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.86). 

4. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 
Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all other Territories 
under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa: report 
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.87 ). 

5. Implementation of the DeclaratiOn on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the 
specialized agencies and the international institu lions asso
ciated with the United Nations (P.88): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

6. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapter VII 
(section E)] (P.l2).29 

7. United Nations Educational and Training Programme for 
Southern Africa: report of the Secretary-General (P.89). 

8. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.90). 

9. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples [chapters 
relating to specific Territoriesj...4J'.25).30 

Fifth Committee 

1. Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the Board of 
Auditors (P.91 ): 

(a) United Nations; 
(b) United Nations Development Programme; 
(c) United Nations Children's Fund; 
(d) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East; 
(e) United Nations Institute for Training and Research; 
(f) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees; 
(g) Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme; 
(h) United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

28 For subitem (d), see above "Plenary meeting,", 1tem 34. 
29 Sec para. 23 above. 
30 See para. 24 above. 

3. Medium-term plan (P.93)· 

(a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 and revised 
plan for 1977; 

(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit: report of the Secretary-General. 

4. Financial emergency of the Umted Nations: report of the 
Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the 
United Nations (P.94). 

5. Review of the intergovernmental and expert machmery dealing 
with the formulation, review and approval of programmes and 
budgets (P.95). 

6. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United 
Nations with the specialized agencies and the InternatiOnal 
Atomic Energy Agency: report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (P.96). 

7. Joint Inspection Unit (P.97)· 

(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit; 
(b) Question of the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

8. Pattern of conferences: report of the Committee on 
Conferences (P.98). 

9. United Nations accommodation (P.99). 

(a) Utilization of office accommodation in the United Nations 
system; 

(b) Utilization of office accommodation and conference 
facilities at the Donaupark Centre in Vienna. report of the 
Secretary-General. 

10. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of 
the United Nations: report of the Committee on Contributions 
(P.lOO). 

11. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsidiary 
organs of the General Assembly (P.lOl): 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions; 

(b) Committee on Contributions; 
(c) Board of Auditors; 
(d) Investments Committee· confumation of the appoint-

ments made by the Secretary-General: 
(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal: 
(f) International Civil Service Commission: 
(g) United Nations Staff Pension Commission. 

12. Personnel questions (P.l02): 

(a) Composition of the Secretariat: report of the Secretary
General; 

(b) Other personnel questions: report of the Secretary
General. 

13. Report of the International Civil Service Commission (P.l 03 ). 

14. United Nations pension system: report of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board (P.104). 

15. Financing of the United Nations Emergency Force and of the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force report of the 
Secretary-General (P.1 05 ). 

16. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters III 
(sections D to J), IV (section F), VI (sections B to D), VII 
(sections A, C, D and F) and VIII (sections G and H)] 
(P.12).3i 

31 The parts of the report hsted below would be referred also to 
the Second and Third Committees as follows. 

Chapters III (sections D, E and H to J), IV 
(section F) and VII (sections C and F) 

Chapters III (sections F and G) and VI 
(sections B to D) ................ . 

Chapter VII (section D) ....... . 

For further deta1Js, see para. 23 above. 

Second Comnuttee 

Thud Committee 
Second and Thud 

Committees 
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Sixth Committee 

1. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of 
its twenty-eighth session (P.106). 

2. Conference of plenipotentiaries on succession of States in 
respect of treaties: report of the Secretary-General (P.1 07). 

3. Report of the United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law on the work of its ninth session (P.1 08). 

4. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country 
(P.109). 

5. Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United 
Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization (P.ll 0). 

6. Respect for human rights in armed conflicts: report of the 
Secretary-General (P .111 ). 

7. Implementation by States of the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961: report of the 
Secretary-General (P.112). 

8. Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or 
takes innocent human lives or jeopardizes fundamental 

freedoms, and study of the underlying causes of those forms of 
terrorism and acts of violence which lie in misery, frustration, 
grievance and despair and which cause some people to sacrifice 
human lives, including their own, in an attempt to effect 
radical changes: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
International Terrorism (P.113). 

9. Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the 
Representation of States in Their Relations with International 
Organizations (P.114): 

(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national 
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 
African Unity and/or by the League of Arab States; 

(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention in 
future activities of international organizations. 

10. Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and 
principles of international economic development law 
(P.115).32 

11. Amendment to Article 22 of the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential 
amendments to Articles 23 and 28 (P.116). 

32 See para. i7 above. 

DOCUMENT A/31/250 

First report of the General Committee 

I. Introduction 

1. At its 1st meeting, on 23 September 1976, the 
General Committee considered a memorandum by the 
Secretary-General relating to the organization of the 
thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the 
adoption of the agenda and the allocation of items 
(A/BUR/31/1 ). A summary of the discussion in the General 
Committee appears in the summary record of that meeting 
(A/BUR/31 /SR.1 ). 

II. Organization of the session 

Schedule of meetings 

2. On the proposal of the Secretary-General 
(A/BUR/31/1, paras. 2 and 3), the General Committee 
recommends to the General Assembly the following 
arrangements relating to the schedule of meetings: 

(a) Plenary and committee meetings should begin at 
10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; 

(b) A five-day working week should be established, on 
the understanding that meetings on Saturdays, as well as 
night meetings, may be scheduled if necessary. 

3. In this connexion, the General Committee wishes to 
stress the need for punctuality in opening meetings and to 
draw the General Assembly's attention to the text of rules 
67 and 108 of the rules of procedure (A/S20/Rev.l2), 
whereby the President of the General Assembly may 
declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed 

[Original: English/ French/ 
[23 September 1976/ 

when at least one third of the members are present, and the 
Chairman of a Main Committee may declare a meeting open 
and permit the debate to proceed when at least one quarter 
of the members are present. 

General debate 

4. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General 
(A/BUR/31/1, para. 4), the General Committee wishes to 
draw the General Assembly's attention to the following 
conclusions of the Special Committee on the Rationaliza
tion of the Procedures and Organization of the General 
Assembly which were approved by the Assembly at its 
twenty -sixth session: 

(a) The length of the general debate should not normally 
exceed two and a half weeks (A/S20/Rev.l2, annex V, 
para. 45); 

(b) The list of speakers wishing to take part in the 
general debate should be closed at the end of the third day 
after the opening of the debate (ibid., para. 46); 

(c) Speakers should, as far as possible, avoid putting 
down their names to speak on a given item and at the same 
time indicate an alternative meeting if they are unable to 
keep to their original schedule (ibid., para. 70); 

(d) Representatives should speak in the order of their 
inscription on the list of speakers, on the understanding 
that those prevented from doing so should normally be 
moved to the end of the list, unless they have arranged to 
change places with other representatives (ibid, para. 71). 
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5. Taking into consideration the suggestions of the 
Secretary-General (A/BUR/31 I 1, para. 5) and the increase 
in the number of speakers, the General Committee 
recommends that: 

(a) The general debate should begin on Monday, 27 
September and end on Thursday, 14 October 1976; 

(b) The list of speakers wishing to take part in the 
general debate should be closed on Wednesday, 29 
September, at 6 p.m.; 

(c) Out of consideration for the other speakers and in 
order to preserve the dignity of the general debate, 
delegations should refrain from expressing their congratula
tions in the General Assembly Hall after a speech has been 
delivered. 

Right of reply 

6. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 6), the General Committee wishes to draw the General 
Assembly's attention to the recommendation of the Special 
Committee, which was approved by the Assembly, whereby 
statements made in the exercise of the right of reply should 
be delivered, as a general rule, at the end of meetings 
(A/520/Rev.l2, annex V, para. 78). Furthermore, the 
General Committee recommends that delegations should 
exercise their right of reply at the end of the day whenever 
two meetings have been scheduled for that day and 
whenever such meetings are devoted to the consideration of 
the same item. 

7. Also at the suggestion of the Secretary-General 
(A/BUR/31/1, para. 7), the General Committee recom
mends to the General Assembly that statements in the 
exercise of the right of reply should be limited to 
10 minutes. 

Closing date of the session 

8. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 8), the General Committee proposes to the General 
Assembly, in accordance with rule 2 of the rules of 
procedure, that the closing date of the thirty-first session 
should be Tuesday, 21 December 1976. 

Records of the Main Committees 

9. As pointed out by the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 9), rule 58 of the rules of procedure stipulates that 
the First Committee shall be provided with verbatim 
records and that no organ of the General Assembly shall 
have both verbatim and summary records. The General 
Committee therefore recommends that the verbatim 
records should be the official records of the First 
Committee and the summary records should remain the 
official records of all other Main Committees. In this 
connexion, the General Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly that the option that has traditionally 
been approved for the Special Political Committee to 
obtain, on specific request, transcriptions of the debates of 
some of its meetings, or portions thereof, should be 
maintained for the thirty-first session. Furthermore, the 
General Committee wishes to draw the General Assembly's 

attention to paragraph I 0 (e) of its resolution 2538 (XXIV) 
of 11 December 1969, which reads as follows: 

"Speeches or statements by representatives, by the 
Secretary-General or his representative, or by persons 
presenting reports on behalf of committees or other 
bodies, may be reproduced in extenso in summary 
records or as official documents only if they serve as 
bases for discussion, provided that the relevant decision is 
taken by the body concerned after a statement of the 
financial implications has been submitted in accordance 
with regulation 13.1 of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations." 

Seating arrangements 

10. The General Committee took note of the seating 
arrangements to be observed in the plenary and in the Main 
Committees (ibid., para. 10). 

Use of the General Assembly Hall by the Main Committees 

11. The General Committee took note of the fact that, 
in addition to the General Assembly Hall, only five 
conference rooms (Conference Rooms I to 4 and the 
Trusteeship Council Chamber) can accommodate the 
membership of the Organization, making it possible to hold 
no more than six meetings simultaneously; at the suggestion 
of the Secretary-General (ibid., para. 11 ), the General 
Committee therefore proposes that all the Main Com
mittees should make full use of the General Assembly Hall 
when no plenary meeting is being held. 

Mechanical means of voting 

12. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 12), the General Committee proposes that the Main 
Committees make full use, on a rotating basis, of the 
mechanical means of voting available in both the General 
Assembly Hall and Conference Room 3. 

Financial implications of draft resolutions 

13. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 13), the General Committee would like to draw the 
attention of the General Assembly to rule 153 of the rules 
of procedure which reads as follows: 

"No resolution involving expenditure shall be recom
mended by a committee for approval by the General 
Assembly unless it is at:companied by an estimate of 
expenditures prepared by the Secretary-General. No 
resolution in respect of which expenditures are 
anticipated by the Secretary-General shall be voted by the 
General Assembly until the Administrative and Budgetary 
Committee (Fifth Committee) has had an opportunity of 
stating the effect of the proposal upon the budget 
estimates of the United Nations." 

In this connexion, the General Committee ret:ommends 
that the General Assembly should draw the attention of the 
Main Committees to the impe1ative need for allowing 
sufficient time for the preparation of the estimate of 
expenditures by the Secretariat and fur its con~ideration by 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
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Questions and by the Fifth Committee and to the 
advisability of taking this requirement into account when 
they adopt their programme of work, so that items for 
which financial implications are expected may be 
considered as early as possible. 

Reports of the Main Committees 

14. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 14), the General Committee recommends that the 
General Assembly should draw the attention of the Main 
Committees to Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII), which 
was reaffirmed by the Special Committee on the Ration
alization of the Procedures and Organization of the General 
Assembly (A/520/Rev.12, annex V, para. 43), whereby the 
reports of the Main Committees should be as concise as 
possible and, save in exceptional cases, should not contain a 
summary of the debates. 

15. Furthermore, taking into account the relevant con
clusion of the Special Committee which was approved by 
the Assembly at its twenty-sixth session (ibid., para. 76), 
the General Committee recommends to the General As
sembly that, during the consideration of the report of a 
Main Committee in plenary meeting, delegations should 
refrain from repeating reservations which they have already 
expressed in the Committee and which are included in the 
Committee's report. 

Balloting procedure 

16. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General 
(A/BUR/31/1, para. 15), the General Committee wishes to 
recommend that the General Assembly should, whenever it 
deems it appropriate, dispense with the time-consuming 
balloting procedure in the case of uncontested elections to 
subsidiary organs. 

III. Adoption of the agenda 

17. The General Committee considered the draft agenda 
of the thirty-first session submitted by the Secretary
General in his memorandum (ibid., para. 20). All the items 
contained in the draft agenda formed part of the following 
documents: 

(a) Provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
(A/31/150); 

(h) Supplementary list of items (A/31 /200/Rev.1 ); 

(c) Request for the inclusion of an additional item 
(A/31 /241 ). 

18. In connexion with item 12 of the draft agenda 
(Report of the Economic and Social Council), the General 
Committee noted (A/BUR/31/1, para. 17) that: 

(a) A number of reports, which the General Assembly 
had specifically requested or which the Economic and 
Social Council had decided to transmit to the Assembly, 
would be considered under this item; 

(b) In paragraph 3 of resolution 1924 (LVIII) of 6 May 
1975, the Economic and Social Council had invited the 
General Assembly to postpone, until its thirty-second 
session. consideration of the report of the Committee on 

Crime Prevention and Control on the methods and ways 
likely to be most effective in preventing crime and 
improving the treatment of offenders, including recom
mendations on the measures most appropriate in such areas 
as law enforcement, judicial procedures and correctional 
practices. 

19. At the suggestion of the Secretary-General (ibid., 
para. 18), the General Committee decided to recommend 
the deletion of item 116 of the draft agenda (Amendment 
to Article 22 of the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential amendments 
to Articles 23 and 28). 

20. The General Committee took note of the fact that 
the requests for the inclusion of item 121 of the draft 
agenda (Removal of the danger of war and maintenance and 
consolidation of peace in Korea and acceleration of the 
independent and peaceful reunification of Korea) and item 
123 of the draft agenda (Need for constructive dialogue and 
negotiation towards a peaceful settlement of the Korean 
problem and the reunification of Korea) had been with
drawn by their sponsors. 

21. The General Committee decided, by 18 votes to I, 
with 4 abstentions, to recommend the inclusion of item 
125 of the draft agenda (Question of the Comorian island 
of Mayotte). 

22. The General Committee took note of paragraph 19 
of the memorandum of the Secretary-General (A/BUR/ 
31/1) in which the Secretary-General drew attention to a 
number of recommendations of the Special Committee on 
the Rationalization of the Procedures and Organization of 
the General Assembly aimed at reducing the number of 
agenda items. 

23. Taking into account paragraphs 18 to 22 above, the 
General Committee recommends to the General Assembly 
the adoption of the following agenda:3 3 

[For items I to 11, see A/BUR/3I/I, para. 20.} 

12. Report of the Economic and Social Council (P.l2).3 4 

[For items I3 to 115, see A/BUR/3I /I, para. 20.] 

116. Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera
tion of Nuclear Weapons (P.117). 

117. One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Amphictyonic 
Congress of Panama (P.l18). 

118. Question of Cyprus (P.119). 

119. Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the 
United Nations (S.1). 

120. Co-Qperation and assistance in the application and improve
ment of mass communications for social progress and 
development (S.3). 

121. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges 
waters at Farakka (S.5). 

122. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte ( A.1). 3 s 

33 Abbreviations used in the present document: 
(P. ): 1tem on the provisional agenda (A/31/150): 
(S. ): item on the supplementary list (A/3l/200/Rev.1): 
(A. ): additional item (A/31/241). 

34 See para. 18 above. 
35 See para. 21 above. 
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N. AUocation of items 

24. Taking into account the recommendations in section 
III above regarding the inclusion of items in the agenda, the 
General Committee approved the proposed allocation of 
items contained in paragraph 29 of the Secretary-General's 
memorandum (A/BUR/31/1) with the following modifi
cations: 

(a) Plenary meetings 

(i) Item 25 of the draft agenda (Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples). The General Com
mittee decided, on the proposal of the Secretary
General (ibid, para. 24), to recommend referral to 
the Fourth Committee of all the chapters of the 
report of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 and Add.l-10) 
relating to specific Territories so that the General 
Assembly might deal in plenary meeting with the 
question of the implementation of the Declaration as 
a whole. 

(ii) Item 118 (One hundred and fiftieth anniversary of 
the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama). The General 
Committee decided to recommend that the item 
should be considered directly in plenary meeting. 

(iii) Item 119 of the draft agenda (Question of Cyprus). 
The General Committee decided, by 12 votes to I, 
with 9 abstentions, to recommend that the item 
should be considered directly in plenary meeting on 
the understanding that the General Assembly would, 
when considering the item, invite the Special 
Political Committee to meet for the purpose of 
affording representatives of the Cypriot communities 
an opportunity to take the floor in the Committee in 
order to express their views, and that the Assembly 
would then resume its consideration of the item, 
taking into account the report of the Special 
Political Committee. 

(iv) Item 120 of the draft agenda (Observer status for the 
Commonwealth Secretariat at the United Nations). 
The General Committee decided to recommend that 
the item should be considered directly in plenary 
meeting as a matter of priority. 

(v) Item 125 of the draft agenda (Question of the 
Comorian island of Mayotte). The General Com
mittee decided to recommend that the item should 
be considered directly in plenary meeting. 

(b) First Committee 

Item 49 of the draft agenda (General and complete 
disarmament). The General Committee decided, on the 
proposal of the Secretary-General (A/BUR/31/1, para. 25), 
to recommend that the relevant paragraphs of the annual 
report of the International Atomic Energy Agency for 1975 
(A/31/171 ), which is to be considered directly in plenary 
meeting under item 14, should be drawn to the attention of 
the First Committee in connexion with its consideration of 
item 49. 

(c) Special Political Committee 

(i) Item 52 of the draft agenda (Policies of apartheid of 
the Government of South Africa). The General 
Committee decided to recommend that the item 
should be considered directly in plenary meeting. 

(ii) I tern 124 of the draft agenda (Situation arising out of 
unilateral withdrawal of Ganges waters at Farakka). 
The General Committee decided to recommend that 
the item should be allocated to the Special Political 
Committee. 

(d) Second Committee 

(i) Item 12 of the draft agenda (Report of the Economic 
and Social Council). The General Committee decided, 
on the proposal of the Secretary-General (A/BUR/ 
31/l, para. 23), to recommend that the General 
Assembly should express the view that: 

a. Chapter II (General discussion of international 
economic and social policy, including regional and 
sectoral developments) might be of interest to the 
First, Special Political and Fourth Committees; 

b. Chapter III, section A (Assistance to the 
drought·stricken areas of Ethiopia), section B (Re
view of the situation in Guatemala in consequence of 
the earthquake of 4 February 1976) and section C 
(Measures to be taken following the cyclones in 
Madagascar), might be of interest to the Third 
Committee. 

(ii) Item 56 of the draft agenda (United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development). The General 
Committee decided, on the proposal of the Secre
tary-General (ibid., para. 26), to recommend that the 
Second Committee should consider the question of 
the enlargement of the Trade and Development 
Board and report thereon to the General Assembly as 
a matter of priority. 

(e) Third Committee 

(i) Item 12 of the draft agenda (Report of the Economic 
and Social Council). The General Committee decided, 
on the proposal of the Secretary-General (ibid, 
para. 23), to recommend that the General Assembly 
should express the view that chapter II (General 
discussion of international economic and social 
policy, including regional and sectoral developments) 
might be of interest to the First, Special Political and 
Fourth Committees. 

(ii) Item 122 of the draft agenda (Co-operation and 
assistance in the application and improvement of 
mass communications for social progress and develop
ment). The General Committee decided to recom
mend that the item should be allocated to the Third 
Committee. 

(f) Sixth Committee 

Item 115 of the draft agenda (Consolidation and progres
sive evolution of the norms and principles of international 
economic development law). The General Committee de
cided to recommend, taking into account the hope ex
pressed by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session (see 
A/BUR/31/1, para. 27), that the item would be allocated to 
the Sixth Committee. 
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25. In addition, the General Committee took note of 
paragraph 28 of the memorandum of the Secretary-General 
(A/BUR/31/1) concerning the agenda of the Special Polit
ical Committee. 

26. Taking into account paragraphs 24 and 25 above, 
the General Committee recommends to the General As
sembly the adoption of the following allocation of items:3 6 

Plenary meetings 

[For items 1 to 24, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.] 

25. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples: report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (P.25).37 

[For items 26 to 30, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.} 

31. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(P.56):38 

(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary
General. 

32. United Nations Environment Programme (P.60):39 

(d) Election of the Executive Director. 

33. United Nations Special Fund (P.62):40 

(b) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Di
rector. 

34. Questions of Namibia (P.85):41 

(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for 
Namibia. 

35. One hundred and flftieth anniversary of the Amphictyonic 
Congress of Panama (P.ll8). 

36. Question of Cyprus (P.ll9).42 

37. Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the 
United Nations (S.l),43 

38. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte ( A.l). 

39. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 
(P.52): 

(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid; 
(h) Report of the Secretary-Genera!. 

First Committee 

[For items 1 to 18, see A/BUR/31 /1, para. 29.} 

19. General and complete disarmament (P.49):44 

(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment; 

(h) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General. 

36 For the abbreviations used in the allocation of 1tems, see 
foot-note 33 above. 

37 See para. 24 (a) (1) above. 
38 For su b1tems (a) to (c), see below "Second Committee", 

1tem 2. 
39 For subitems (a) to (c), see below "Second Committee", 

1tem 6. 
40 For sub1tem (a), see below "Second Committee", 1tem 8. 
41 For sub1tems (a) to (c), see below "Fourth Committee", 

1tem 2. 
42 See para. 24 (a) (iii) above. 
43 See para. 24 (a) (1v) above. 
44 Sec para. 24 (b) above. 

20. Strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review 
of the Role of the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament 
(P.50). 

21. Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review Con
ference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (P.ll7). 

Special Political Committee45 

1. Effects of atomic radiation· report of the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(P.51). 

2. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu
gees in the Near East (P.5 3): 

(a) Report of the Commissioner-General; 
(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East; 

(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General. 

3. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping 
operations in all their aspects· report of the Special Committee 
on Peace-keeping Operations (P.54). 

4. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied 
Territories (P.55). 

5. Situation arising out of unilateral withdrawal of Ganges waters 
at Farakka (S.5). 

Second Committee 

1. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters II. III 
(sections A toE, H to K and M), IV. V, VI (section A) and VII 
(sectionsB to D and F)] (P.l2).46 

2. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(P.56):47 

(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development; 

[For items 3 to 5, see A/BUR/31 /1, para. 29.] 

6. United Nations Environment Programme (P.60):48 

(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle

ments: report of the Secretary-General. 

7. Food problems: report of the World Food Council (P.6l). 

8. United Nations Special Fund (P.62)·49 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors. 

{For items 9 to 14, see A/BUR/31 /1, para. 29.] 

45 See para. 25 above. 
46 The parts of the report listed below would be referred also to 

the Thrrd and F1fth Committees as follows: 

Chapters II, IV (section A) and V . . . . . . . . Third Comm1ttee 
Chapters Ill (sectiOns D. E and H to J), IV 

(sectiOn F) and VII (sectwns C and F) 
Chapter VII (section D) ............. . 

For further details, sec para. 24 (d) (1) above. 

Fifth Committee 
Third and Fifth 

Committees 

4 7 See para. 24 (d) (1i) above. For sub1tem (d), see above "Plenary 
meetmgs", 1tcm 31. 

48 For sub1tem (d), see above "Plenary meetmgs", item 32. 
49 For subitem (b), see above "Plenary meetmgs", item 33. 
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Third Committee 

1. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters II, III 
(sections F, G and L), IV (section A), (sections B to D) and VII 
(sectionD)] (P.12).50 

[For items 2 to 16, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.} 

17. Co-operation and assistanoe in the application and improve
ment of mass communications for social progress and 
development (S.3). 

Fourth Committee 

1. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted 
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations (P.84): 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

2. Question of Namibia (P.85):51 

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 

50 The parts of the report hstcd below would be referred also to 
the Second and Fifth Committees as follows: 

Chapter' II, IV (section A) and V ....... . 
ChaptPrs III {sections F and G) and VI 

{sections B to D) ................ . 
Chapter VII (sectiOn D) ............. . 

For further details, sec para. 24 (e) (I) above. 

Second Committee 

Fifth Committee 
Second and Fifth 

Committees 

51 For subitcm (d). see above "Plenary meetings", item 34. 

(c) United Nations Flllld for Namibia: report of the Secre
tary-GeneraL 

[For items 3 to 8, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.} 

9. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendenoe to Colonial Countries and Peoples: report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendenoe to Colonial Countries and Peoples [chapters relating 
to specific Territories] (P.25).52 

Fifth Committee 

[For items 1 to 15, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.} 

16. Report of the Economic and Social Council [chapters III 
(sections D to J), IV (section F), VI (sections B to D), VII 
(sections A, C, D and F) and VIII (sections G and H)) 
(P.12).53 

Sixth Committee 

{For items 1 to 9, see A/BUR/31/1, para. 29.] 

10. Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and 
principles of international economic development law 
(P.l15).54 

52 See para. 24 (a) (i) above. 
53 The parts of the report listed below would be referred also to 

the Second and Third Committees as follows: 

Chapters III (sections D, E and H to J), IV 
(section F) and VII (sections C and F) . . . Second Committee 

Chapters III (sections F and G) and VI 
(sections B to D) ................ . 

Chapter VII (section D) ............. . 

54 See para. 24 (f) above. 

Third Committee 
Second and Third 

Committees 

DOCUMENT A/31/250/ADD.l 

Second report of the General Committee 

1. At its 2nd meeting, on 4 October 1976, the General 
Committee considered a request submitted by the Federal 
Republic of Germany (A/31 /242) for the inclusion in the 
agenda of an additional item entitled "Drafting of an 
international convention against the taking of hostages". 
The Committee decided to recommend to the General 
Assembly: 

(a) That the item should be included in the agenda; 

(b) That it should be allocated to the Sixth Committee. 

[Original: English/ 
[4 October 1976/ 

2. At the same meeting, the General Committee con
sidered a request submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (A/31/243) for the inclusion in the agenda of an 
additional item entitled "Conclusion of a world treaty on 
the non-use of force in international relations". The 
Committee decided to recommend to the General 
Assembly: 

(a} That the item should be included in the agenda; 

(b) That it should be allocated to the First Committee 
and, at the appropriate stage, referred to the Sixth 
Committee for examination of its legal implications. 



Document No. 

A/31/50 

A/31/100 

A/31/100/Add.l 

A/31/141 

A/31/142 

Agenda item 8 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 4th and 16th plenary meetings, on 24 September and 4 October 1976, the 
General Assembly adopted the agenda and the allocation of agenda items for the 
thirty-first session (see decision 31/402).55 

For the final text of the agenda, see A/31 /251 and Add.l; for the allocation of items, 
see A/31/252 and Add.l. 

55 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39 
(A/31/39). 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 8 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 
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Title or description Observations and references 

Preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the 
thirty-first session 

Annotated preliminary Jist of items to be included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session 

Annotated draft agenda of the thirty-first session 

Sweden: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-first session 

Dominican Republic: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 
116 

Ibid., agenda item 117 

A/31/143 and Add.l Cyprus: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-first session 

Ibid, agenda item 1 I 8 

A/31/171 

A/31/191 

A/31/193 

A/31/195 and Add. I 
and 2 

A/31/200 

A/31/241 

A/31/242 

A/31/243 

A/31 /251 and Add.1 

A/31/252 and Add.l 

S/12204 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting to the General Assembly the 
twentieth report of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

Papua New Guinea: request for the inclusion of a supplementary 1tem in 
the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand: request for the 
inclusion of a supplementary item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Bangladesh: request for the inclusion of a supplementary item in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session 

Supplementary list of items proposed for inclusion in the agenda of the 
thirty-first session 

Madagascar: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda 
of the thirty-first session 

Federal Republic of Germany: request for the inclusion of an additional 
item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: request for the inclusion of an 
additional item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Agenda of the thirty-first session 

Allocation of agenda items for the thirty-first session 

Letter dated 21 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Utho in United Nations, New York 

Mimeographed. For the text of 
the report. see International 
Atomic Energy Agency, An
nual Report for 1975 (Vienna, 
July, 1976) 

See Official ·Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 
119 

Ibid., agenda item 120 

Ibid, agenda item 121 

Replaced by A/31/200/Rcv.l 

See Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda 
item 122 

Ibid, agenda item 123 

Ibid, agenda 1tem 124 

Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Ple
nary Meetings, voL I, prefa
tory fascicle. 

Ibid, Thirty-first Session, Sup
plement No. 39, sect. I 

Official Records of the Security 
Council, Thirty-first year, 
Supplement for July, August 
and September 1976 

76-36606-Novernber 1977-2,000 
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CHECK UST OF DOCUMENTS 

Agenda item 9 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

NEW YORK, 1976 

NOTE. This check list includes a document pertaining to agenda item 9. 

Document No. Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/300 Letter dated 29 October 1976 from the representative of Chile to the Mimeographed 
Secretary-General 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 5th to 32nd 
meetings. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 
76-36606-February 1977-2,000 Annexes (XXXI) 9 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Agenda item 10 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

Official Records NEW YORK, 1976 

Document No. 

A/31/1 

A/31/1/Add.1 

Agenda item 10: * Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its I 05th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1976, the General Assembly took note 
of the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization (A/31/1 and 
Add.1) (see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-frrst Session, Supplement 
No. 39, decision 31/4I7). 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item I 0. 

Title or description Observations and references 

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization (16 June Official Records of the General 
1975-15 June 1976) Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 

Supplement No. I 

Introduction to the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Ibid, Supplement No. JA 
Organization (16 June 1975-15 June 1976) 

*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

76-36606-March 1977-2,000 Annexes (XXXI) 10 
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GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

Official Records NEW YORK, 1976 

Document No. 

A/31/2 

Agenda item 11 : * Report of the Security Council 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.33 

Guyana, Italy, Japan, Sweden and United Republic 
of Tanzania: draft resolution 

[Original: English j 
[ 14 December 1976] 

The General Assembly 

Takes note of the report of the Security Council covering the period from 16 June 
1975 to 15 June 1976 (A/31/2). 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/31/L.33. For the final text, see Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, resolution 31/155. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 11, which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Security Council (16 June 1975-15 June 1976) 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Sesswn. 
Supplement No. 2 

*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 105th meeting. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 
76-36606-April 1977-2,000 Annexes (XXXI) 11 
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A/31/338 and 
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A/31/395 

A/31/466 

Agenda item 12:** Report of the Economic and Social Council 

CONTENTS 

Title 

Report of the Second Committee 

Report of the Third Committee 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Agenda item 12 * 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

NEW YORK, 1976 

Page 

2 

18 

31 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

*See also the annex fascicle relating to agenda items 92 and 12. 
**For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Second Committee, 3rd to 16th, 

38th, 48th, 56th to 59th and 61st to 67th meetings; ibid., Second Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid., Third Committee, 45th 
to 48th, 50th, 51st and 5 3rd to 68th meetings: ibid., Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; ibid., Fifth Committee, 5 3rd, 56th 
and 61st meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 77th, 84th, 102nd, 106th and 107th 
meetings. 

Note 

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Chapter I: for consideration in plenary meetings; 

Chapter II: allocated to the Second and Third Committees and drawn to the attention of the First and 
Fourth Committees and to the Special Political Committee; 

Chapter III: 
Sections A, B and C: allocated to the Second Committee and drawn to the attention of the Third 

Committee; 
Sections D and E: allocated to the Second and Fifth Committees; 
Sections F and G: allocated to the Third and Fifth Committees; 
Sections H, I and J: allocated to the Second and Fifth Committees; 
Section K: allocated to the Second Committee; 
Section L: allocated to the Third Committee; 
Section M: allocated to the Second Committee; 

Chapter IV: allocated to the Second Committee; 
Section A: allocated to the Third Committee; 
Section F: allocated to the Fifth Committee; 

Chapter V: allocated to the Second and Third Committees; 

Chapter VI: 
Section A: allocated to the Second Committee; 
Sections B to D: allocated to the Third and Fifth Committees; 

Chapter VII: 
Section A: allocated to the Fifth Committee; 
Section B: allocated to the Second Committee; 
Section C: allocated to the Second and Fifth Committees; 
Section D: allocated to the Second, Third and Fifth Committees; 
Section E: allocated to the Fourth Committee; 
Section F: allocated to the Second and Fifth Committees; 

Chapter VIII: 
Sections A to F: for consideration in plenary meetings; 
Sections G and H: allocated to the Fifth Committee. 

.-. ... uu;;Xt.:s ~A..\Xl) 12 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/338 AND ADD. I AND 2 

Report of the Second Committee 

DOCUMENT Al31l338 

PART I 

I Original: English} 
I 19 November 1976} 

Assistance to Cape Verde 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Report 
of the Economic and Social Council", and to allocate to the 
Second Committee the foJlowing parts of the report of the 
Council on the work of its organizational session for 1976 
and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions (A/31/3): chapters 
II, III (sections A to E, H to K and M), IV, V, VI 
(section A) and VII (sections B to D and F). 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 3rd 
to 16th meetings, between 1 and 20 October 1976, in the 
context of a general discussion of related items. The 
Committee resumed its consideration of the item at its 38th 
and 48th meetings, on 10 and 19 November. 

3. At the 48th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations 
which are members of the Group of 77 and on behalf of 
Austria, Canada, Portugal and Sweden, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.17), relating to assistance to Cape 
Verde. 

4. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.17 without a vote (see para. 7 
below). It also decided to request that its recommendation 
be considered by the General Assembly at an early date. 

5. An account of the discussions of the Committee is 
contained in the relevant summary records (A/C.2/ 
31 /SR.38 and 48). 

6. An account of the Committee's further consideration 
of agenda item 12 is given in part two of the present report 
(A/31/338/ Add.1 ). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

7. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the foJlowing draft resolution: 

Assistance to Cape Verde 

The General Assembly, 

Deeply concerned at the serious economic situation in 
Cilpe Verde as a result of eight successive years of drought, 
the return of large numbers of refugees and the total lack of 
infrastructures for development inherited from the colonial 
period, 

Noting that Cape Verde, in December 1975, shortly after 
independence, joined the Permanent Inter-State Committee 
on Drought Control in the Sahel, 

Recalling its resolutions 3054 (XXVIII) of 17 October 
1973 and 3512 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 on the 
economic and social situation in the Sudano-Sahelian 
region, victim of the drought, and measures to be taken on 
its behalf, 

Recalling further that Cape Verde is included in the list of 
the most seriously affected countries,' 

Noting the efforts on behalf of the Sahel of the Office for 
Sahelian Relief Operations of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the United Nations 
Sahelian Office, 

Recalling its resolution 3421 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 
on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in 
which the General Assembly urged the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations system 
to extend assistance to the newly independent and emerg
ing States, 

Recalling further United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development resolution 99 (IV) of 31 May 1976,2 
particularly paragraph 4 thereof, in which the Conference 
recommended that measures of assistance should be under
taken by the appropriate organs of the United Nations 
system in favour of the newly independent States of Africa, 

Noting the outline of the economic and social situation in 
Cape Verde submitted by the Government of Cape Verde 
to the Secretary-General, and the appeals of the Secretary
General of 26 March 1975 and 18 October 1976 for 
assistance to Cape Verde, 

1. Urgent(\' appeals to Member States and the inter
national institutions concerned, particularly the United 
Nations Development Programme, the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, the United Nations 
Children's Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations and the World Food Programme, to 
assist the Government of Cape Verde in an effective and 
continuous manner so as to enable it to deal effectively 
with the catastrophic drought situation and its 
consequences: 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize the finan
cial, technical and economic assistance of the international 
community, in particular the developed countries and the 
appropriate organizations of the United Nations system 
with a view to meeting the short-term and long-term 
development needs of this newly independent country; 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 21, annex IV. 

2 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (Umted 
Nations publication, Sales No. F.76.II.D.l0), part one, sect. A. 
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3. Requests the Committee for Development Planning at 
its thirteenth session, as a matter of priority, to give 
favourable consideration to the question of the inclusion of 
Cape Verde in the list of the least developed countries and 
to submit its conclusions to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-third session; 

4. Invites, in the meantime, Member States, particularly 
the developed countries, and the organizations of the 
United Nations system to grant Cape Verde the same 
benefits as those enjoyed by the least developed among the 
developing countries in the light of prevailing conditions in 
Cape Verde; 

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to keep this 
matter under review and to report to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session on the implementation of the 
present resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/338/ADD.l 

PART II 

[Original: English/ 
[ 30 November 1976/ 

Assistance to the Comoros 

Assistance to Mozambique 

1. At the 56th meeting of the Second Committee, on 29 
November 1976, the representative of Pakistan, on behalf 
of the States Members of the United Nations which are 
members of the Group of 77, and on behalf of Turkey, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.27), relating to 
assistance to the Comoros. 

2. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.27 without a vote (see para. 7 
below, draft resolution I). It also decided to request that its 
recommendation be considered by the General Assembly at 
an early date. 

3. Also at the 56th meeting, the representative of 
Mauritius, on behalf of Algeria, Botswana, Cape Verde, the 
Comoros, the Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, 
Guinea-Bissau, India, Kenya, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mo
rocco, Nigeria, Portugal, Senegal, Somalia, Uganda, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.37), relating to 
assistance to Mozambique. Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Chad, Democratic Yemen, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Italy, the Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, the United 
Republic of Cameroon, the Upper Volta and Yemen joined 
in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

4. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.37 without a vote (see para. 7 
below, draft resolution II). 

5. An account of the discussion of the Committee on 
these questions is contained in the relevant summary record 
(A/C.2/31/SR.56). 

6. An account of the Committee's further consideration 
of agenda item 12 is given in part three of the present 
report (A/31/338/ Add.2). 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

7. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I and II below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Assistance to the Comoros 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling recommendation 99 (IV) of 31 May 1976,3 
adopted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development at its fourth session, held at Nairobi from 5 to 
31 May 1976, in which the Conference noted the serious 
and disturbing nature of the economic situation in the 
Comoros, where the per capita income is one of the lowest 
in the world, 

Being aware, moreover, that the Comoros is faced with 
certain specific tasks arising from its recent attainment of 
independence, 

Recalling further its resolution 3421 (XXX) of 8 Decem
ber 1975 on the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international 
institutions associated with the United Nations, in which it 
requested the specialized agencies and other organizations 
within the United Nations system to extend assistance to 
the newly independent and emerging States, 

I. Urgently appeals to Member States and to the 
specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system, particularly the United Na1ions 
Development Programme, the World Bank and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to 
assist the Government of the Comoro~ in an effective and 
continuous manner, so as to enable it to face successfi1IIy 
the critical situation resulting from the economic dif
ficulties experienced by that country; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize financial, 
technical and economic assistance from the international 
community, particularly from the developed countries and 
the appropriate organizations within the United Nations 
system, with a view to meeting the short-term and 
long-term development needs of that newly independent 
country; 

3. Requests the Committee for Development Planning to 
give favourable consideration at it~ thirtern th session, .1s ~ 

matter of priority, to the question of the inclu<:ion of the 
Comoros in the list of least developed rountri.os and to 
submit its conclusions to the Economic and Social Cour,dl 
at its sixty-third session; 

4. lnvitl?s in the meantime Member '\taks., pal1lcl• \arly 
the developed countries, and the orz:u, izations of the 

3Jbid. 
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United Nations system to grant to the Comoros, in view of 
that country's difficult economic situation, the same 
benefits as those enjoyed by the least developed among the 
developing countries; 

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to keep the 
matter under review and to report to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session on the implementation of the 
present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Assistance to Mozambique 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the resolutions of the Security Council on the 
question of Southern Rhodesia, in particular resolution 
232 (1966) of 16 December 1966, in which the Council 
declared that the situation in Southern Rhodesia con
stituted a threat to international peace and security, and 
resolution 253 (1968) of 29 May 1968, in which man
datory sanctions were imposed against Southern Rhodesia, 

Recalling with appreciation the decision of the Govern
ment of Mozambique to implement mandatory sanctions 
against Southern Rhodesia in accordance with Security 
Council resolution 253 (1968), 

Having regard to the very substantial sacrifices made by 
the Government and the people of Mozambique as a 
consequence of the closure of its border as well as the 
Zambian border with Southern Rhodesia, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 386 (1976) of 17 
March 1976, in which the Council appealed to all States to 
provide immediate financial, technical and material assist
ance to Mozambique and requested the Secretary-General, 
in collaboration with the appropriate organizations of the 
United Nations system, to organize, with immediate effect, 
all forms of financial, technical and material assistance to 
enable Mozambique to carry out its policy of economic 
independence from the racist regime of Southern Rhodesia 
and enhance its capacity to implement fully the United 
Nations mandatory sanctions, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1987 (LX) of 11 May 1976 and 2020 (LX I) of 3 August 
1976, in which the Council strongly endorsed the appeal of 
the Security Council to the international community to 
provide immediate financial, technical and material assist
ance to Mozambique, 

Taking note of the report of the United Nations Mission 
to Mozambique,4 which in April 1976 ascertained the 
financial, material and technical assistance required by 
Mozambique to pursue its normal development and to 
overcome the economic difficulties arising from the applica
tion of economic sanctions against Southern Rhodesia. 

Noting furthrr the report of the Secretary-General to the 
Economic and Social Council on the mobilization of a 

4 E/5812 and Corr.l and E/5812 A.dd.l. 

programme of financial, technical and material assistance to 
Mozambique,s 

Having studied the report, transmitted by the Secretary
General (A/31 /266), reviewing the economic situation in 
Mozambique as at August 1976 and containing, inter alia, 
an assessment of the status of emergency projects formu
lated by the Government of Mozambique, as well as 
estimates of specific food and material requirements for the 
remainder of 1976 and the outlook for 1977, 

1. Expresses its deep appreciation of the measures taken 
by the Secretary-General to organize an effective pro
gramme of international assistance to Mozambique; 

2. Notes with satisfaction the assistance so far con
tributed or pledged to Mozambique by Member States, 
regional and intergovernmental organizations and the 
United Nations system; 

3. Expresses concern that the total assistance so far 
contributed or pledged falls far short of the amount 
required by Mozambique to deal with the special economic 
problems arising from the implementation of the measures 
decided upon in Security Council resolution 253 (1968); 

4. Draws the attention of the international community 
to the list of emergency projects required by Mozambique 
and described in the reports submitted by the 
Secretary-General; 

5. Further draws the attention of the international 
community to the assessment contained in the report of the 
Secretary-General reviewing the economic situation in 
Mozambique (A/31/266) that, in addition to significant 
financial assistance, Mozambique will require substantial 
assistance, in cash or in kind, to meet the food and other 
material needs listt,d in tables 2 and 3 of that report; 

6. Urges all Member States and regional and intergovern
mental organizations to respond generously and to provide 
assistance, bilaterally and multilaterally, whenever possible 
in the form of grants, to enable Mozambique to bear the 
cost arising from the implementation of sanctions and to 
carry out its normal development programmes; 

7. Calls upon all Member States which have not yet 
responded to the appeal of the Security Council to provide 
immediate financial, technical and material assistance to 
Mozambique, so that Mozambique can carry out its 
economic development programme normally and enhance 
its capacity to implement fully the system of sanctions; 

8. Requests the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, including the United 
Nations Development Programme, the United Nations 
Children's Fund and the World Food Programme, to 
continue to assist Mozambique and consider periodically 
the question of economic assistance to Mozambique; 

9. Requests the United Nations Special Fund to give 
special and favourable consideration to Mozambique's 
application for assistance; 

5 E/5872/Rev.l. 
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I 0. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To continue his efforts for the mobilization of 
resources necessary for an effective programme of financial, 
material and technical assistance to Mozambique during 
1977; 

(b) To ensure that adequate financial and budgetary 
arrangements are made to continue the mobilization of 
resources and to co-ordinate the international programme 
of assistance to Mozambique; 

(c) To arrange for a new assessment of the economic 
situation during the first quarter of 1977 and give the 
resulting report the widest possible circulation; 

(d) To keep the situation under constant review and 
maintain close liaison with Member States, regional and 
other intergovernmental organizations, specialized agencies 
and international financial institutions, and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DOCUMENT A/3lf338/ADD.2 

PART III 

I Original: English] 
I 18 December 1976] 

1. The Committee continued its consideration of agenda 
item 12 at its 57th to 59th and 61st to 67th meetings, on 
30 November, 1 and 3 December, 7 to 10 December and 13 
December 1976. An account of the discussions of the 
Committee is contained in the relevant summary records 
(A/C.2/31/SR.57-59 and 61-67). 

2. [n addition to the parts of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council (A/31/3) mentioned in part one of the 
present report, the Committee also had before it the 
relevant parts of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
(A/31/3/Add.l (parts I and II)) as well as the following 
documents: 

(a) Letter dated 4 March 1976 from the Charge d'af
faires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secreta1y-General (A/31/58); 

(b) Note verbale dated 8 March 1976 from the Perma
nent Mission of the German Democratic Republic to the 
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/60); 

(c) Letter dated 23 March 1976 from the Permanent 
Representatives of France, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary
General ( A/31 /67); 

(d) Note verbale dated 18 March 1976 from the Perma
nent Mission of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General (A/31/68); 

(e) Letter dated 24 March 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/69); 

(f) Note verbale dated 24 March 1976 from the Perma
nent Mission of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic to 
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/70); 

(g) Letter dated 8 April 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/80); 

(h) Letter dated 4 May 1976 from the Permanent 
Representatives of France, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary
General (A/31 /87); 

(i) Letter dated 23 July 1976 from the Permanent 
Representatives of France, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary
General (A/31/160); 

(j) Letter dated 27 July 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31 /165 ): 

(k) Letter dated 29 July 1976 from the Charge d'af
faires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General (A/31/166); 

(l) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197); 

(m) Note verbale dated 15 September 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of the German Democratic Republic to 
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31 /216); 

(n) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (A/31 /237); 

(o) Report of the Secretary-General on implementation 
of the medium-term and long-term recovery and rehabilita
tion programme in the Sudano-Sahelian region (A/31/259); 

(p) Note by the Secretary-General on assistance to 
Mozambique (A/31/266); 

(q) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port of the Conference on International Economic Co
operation on its activities as at mid-September 1976 
(A/31 /282); 
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(r) Note by the Secretary-General on permanent sov
ereignty over national resources in the occupied Arab 
territories (A/31/284 ); 

(s) Report by the Secretary-General on the United 
Nations Water Conference (A/31/356); 

(t) Letter dated 1 October 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Austria to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General (A/C.2/31/3); 

(u) Letter dated 8 October 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Philippines to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General (A/C.2/31/6); 

(v) Letter dated 18 October 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Mexico to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General (A/C.2/31/10); 

(w) Telegram dated 26 November 1976 from the Direc
tor-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization addressed to the Secretary
General (A/C.2/31/14); 

(x) Report of the Secretary-General on measures against 
corrupt practices of transnational and other corporations, 
their intermediaries and others involved (E/5838 and Corr.l 
and E/5838/Add.l); 

(y) Report of the Secretary-General on the establishment 
of a network for the exchange of technological information 
(E/5839); 

(z) Report of the Secretary-General on immediate needs 
resulting from economic emergency situations (E/5843). 

Implementation of the medium-term and long-term re
covery and rehabilitation programme in the Sudano
Sahelian region 

3. At the 38th meeting, on 10 November, the Ad
ministrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
made a statement concerning the report of the Secretary
General on the question (A/31/259). 

4. At the 57th meeting, the representative of the Niger, 
on behalf of Cape Verde, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, the 
Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, the Netherlands, the 
Niger, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, the Sudan, Uganda, 
the United States of America and the Upper Volta, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L/38). Sub
sequently. Bolivia, Brazil, the Ivory Coast, Japan, Swaziland 
and Tunisia joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

5. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.38 without a vote (see para. 50 
below, draft resolution I). 

II 

Recapitalization of the International Bank for Recon
struction and Development and replenishment of the 
International Development Association 

6. At thi? 58th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations 

which are members of the Group of 77, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31/L.35). In introducing the draft resolu
tion, the representative of Pakistan orally revised operative 
paragraph 6 by inserting the word "substantially" between 
the words "to expand" and "the capital of the Bank". The 
draft resolution, incorporating the oral revision, read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974 containing, respectively, the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order, 

"Recalling also its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 Sep
tember 1975 on development and international economic 
co-operation, in particular section II, paragraph 5, in 
which it stressed that, in order to enlarge the pool of 
resources available for financing development, there was 
an urgent need to increase substantially the capital of the 
World Bank Group, in particular the resources of the 
International Development Association, to enable it to 
make additional capital available to the poorest countries 
on highly concessional terms, 

"Taking note of the appeal made by the President of 
the World Bank at the annual meeting of the Bank held at 
Manila in October 1976 for a substantial increase in the 
resources of the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development and the International Development 
Association, to enable those institutions to continue to 
expand their lending to developing countries, 

"Recalling further its resolution 3387 (XXX) of 25 
November 1975 in which the Assembly emphasized the 
urgent need for the fifth replenishment of the Interna
tional Development Association to be made at a sub
stantially higher level in real terms, 

"1. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

"1. Expresses concern at the delay in negotiations for 
the fifth replenishment which threatens the commitment 
authority of the International Development Association 
after June 1977; 

"2. Urges all developed countries to support the fifth 
replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation; 

"3. Emphasizes the critical need for concessionary 
funds for financing development in developing countries, 
particularly in the least developed among them; 

"4. Considers it essential that negotiations for the fifth 
replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation be completed early next year to replenish the 
resources of the Association at the $10 billion level; 

"5. Urges that donor countries agree to bridging 
arrangements so that the commitment authority of the 
International Development Association will not be dis
rupted at the end of the current replenishment period, 
namely, 30 June 1977; 
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"II. INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

"6. expresses concern at the lack of willingness on the 
part of some developed countries members of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
to expand substantially the capital of the Bank, thereby 
Jeopardizing its role as an effective development finance 
institution; 

"7. Calls upon developed countries members of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
to agree urgently to increase its capital substantially, in 
order to enable it to expand its lending to developing 
countries; 

"8. Expresses concern over the hardening of the 
lending terms of the International Bank for Reconstruc
tion and Development and urges that those terms be 
softened as soon as possible." 

7. At the 63rd meeting, Mr. I. Goritza, Vice-Chairman of 
the Committee, on the basis of informal consultations on 
draft resolution A/C.2/31 /L.3 5, introduced a draft reso
lution ( A/C .2/31 /L.83 ). 

8. The representative of Pakistan, on behalf of the 
sponsors, informed the Committee that draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.35 had been withdrawn. 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.83 without a vote (see para. 50 
below, draft resolution II). 

10. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of China, the United States of America, 
Japan, Pakistan, the Federal Republic of Germany, France 
and Kuwait. 

III 

Preparations for a new international do·elopment strategy 

11. At the 58th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations 
which are members of the Group of 77, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.36 ), which read as follows: 

"77ze General Assemb(r, 

"Recalling its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 
1970, containing the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, and 
its resolution 3517(XXX) of 15 December 1975 on the 
mid-term review and appraisal of progress in imple
menting the Strategy, 

"Concerned at the widening gap in economic develop
ment between the developed and developing countries, 

"Conscious of the need to introduce profound changes 
in the structures of economic relations between the 
developed and developing countries, 

"Recalling in this regard the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order contained in its resolutions 
3201 (S-Vl) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States contained in its 
resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 197 4, and its 
resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on devel
opment and international economic co-operation, 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the Committee for Development Planning and other 
organizations of the United Nations system, in particular 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, to collate data and information that are 
relevant to the formulation of a new international 
development strategy evolved within the framework of 
the new international economic order and designed as an 
effective instrument to achieve its objectives; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
above information to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session and decides to consider at that time 
appropriate action for the preparations for a new inter
national development strategy; 

"3. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 
research studies and reports in the field of development 
and economic co-operation, including those that may be 
necessary for a new international development strategy, 
shall be in accordance with the objectives of the new 
international economic order; 

"4. h1rther requests the Secretary-General to utilize 
appropriate research institutions and expertise in the 
developing countries in the preparation of the studies and 
reports mentioned above." 

12. At the 66th meeting, Mr. I. Goritza, Vice-Chairman 
of the Committee, on the basis of informal consultations on 
draft resolution A/C.2/31 /L.36, introduced a draft reso
lution (A/C.2/31/L.88). Consequently, draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.36 was withdrawn. 

13. In introducing the draft resolution, the Vice
Chairman revised operative paragraphs 1 and 2 as follows: 

(a) In operative paragraph 1, the words "of the Eco
nomic and Social Council" were replaced by the words "as 
well as the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination" 
and the words "designed as an effective instrument to 
achieve the objectives of the above-mentioned resolutions 
on the establishment of a new international economic 
order" were replaced by the words "taking fully into 
account the above-mentioned resolutions on the establish
ment of a new international economic order and the other 
above-mentioned resolutions"; 

(b) In operative paragraph 2, the words "through the 
Economic and Social Council at its resumed sixty-third 
session" were inserted between the words "thirty-second 
session" and "decides to consider". 

14. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.88, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 50 below, draft resolution III). 
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15. At the 67th meeting, statements in explanation of 
vote were made by the representatives of the Netherlands, 
the United States of America, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, France, Pakistan, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Japan and Sweden. 

IV 

Establishment of a network for the exchange of 
technological information 

16. At the 58th meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.43) which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and 
international economic co-operation and 3507 (XXX) of 
15 December 197 5 on institutional arrangements in the 
field of the transfer of technology, 

"Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of resolution 
3507 (XXX) in which it requested the Secretary-General, 
in collaboration with the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development and the United Nations Indus
trial Development Organization, to establish an inter
agency task force, which should use the widest possible 
expertise in the fields of information exchange and the 
transfer of technology and, taking into account the views 
expressed in the Committee on Science and Technology 
for Development, undertake a comprehensive analysis 
with a view to the preparation of a plan for the 
establishment of a network for the exchange of techno
logical information, and to submit a report containing 
preliminary recommendations, through the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty-first session, to the General 
Assembly, 

"Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 
1902 (LVII) of 1 August 1974 on the role of an 
international technological information system in the 
transfer and assessment of technology and in the indige
nous growth of appropriate technologies in developing 
countries, 

"Acknowledging that the Economic and Social Council, 
in its decision 171 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, noted with 
satisfaction the report of the Secretary-General on the 
establishment of a network for the exchange of techno
logical information (E/5839) as a first step in the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3507 (XXX), and decided to transmit the report to the 
Assembly for consideration at its thirty-first session, 

"1. Reaffirms the importance of wider dissemination 
of scientific and technological information for the pur
pose of allowing developing countries access to research 
fmdings relevant to their needs as well as project 
experience of other developing countries, thus permitting 
the selection of technologies essential for their industrial 
growth and promoting the development of their own 
technological capacity; 

"2. Compliments the Secretary-General on the report 
transmitted by the Economic and Social Council and 
requests that he convey the thanks of the General 
Assembly to members of the Interagency Task Force who 
have undertaken to prepare the plan for the establishment 
of a network for the exchange of technological infor
mation; 

"3. Endorses the report and its conclusions (ibid., 
chap. IV), especially as they relate to the importance of 
establishing a network useful to all countries; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General and the Inter
agency Task Force to continue their work in accordance 
with paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 
3507 (XXX), including preparation and publication of 
the pilot directory of United Nations information services 
mentioned in the report (ibid., para. 76 (a)) and to 
submit further conclusions and recommendations on the 
establishment of a network for the exchange of techno
logical inforn1ation to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session; 

"5. Further requests the Secretary-General, in consul
tation with the Interagency Task Force, to establish 
within the United Nations Secretariat an interim office to 
serve as the administrative body responsible to the 
Secretary-General and the Interagency Task Force for 
carrying out the recommendations of the report; this 
interim office will be disestablished when the adminis
trative arrangements for the network are put into effect; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General and the Inter
agency Task Force to direct the interim office and to take 
the following steps: (a) to prepare the pilot directory of 
United Nations information activities mentioned in the 
report; and (b) to assure the availability of current 
inventories of information capabilities at the interna
tional, regional and national levels in terms of infor
mation sources, means of access to information and 
information-related services; 

"7. Urges the Secretary-General and the Interagency 
Task Force to direct the interim office to identify by 
means of these inventories the developing countries that 
have the capability for participation in the network and 
those that do not, and to recommend to the Secretary
General and the Interagency Task Force how deficiencies 
identified by the inventories may be remedied so that 
every country may take part in the network." 

17. At the 65th meeting, the representative of the 
United States of America, in the light of the informal 
consultations held, introduced a revised draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.43/Rev.1). He further orally revised operative 
paragraph 9 by replacing the words "and requests the 
Executive Director to continue his work" by the words 
"and urges the Industrial Development Board to take early 
decisions to enable the Executive Director to take the 
necessary measures". 

18. A statement of the administrative and financial 
implications of the revised draft resolution was submitted 
by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly 
(A/C.2/31 /L.85). 
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I9. At the same meeting, the representative of Argentina 
orally proposed the replacement of the words "relevant to 
their needs" in operative paragraph I by the words ''which 
are of interest to them". This amendment was accepted by 
the sponsor of the draft resolution. 

20. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.43/Rev.I, as orally amended, with
out a vote (see para. 50 below, draft resolution IV). 

21. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and Mexico. 

v 

United Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development 

22. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Romania, 
on behalf of Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangla
desh, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, the Philippines, Romania, Spain, Tunisia, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, the United 
States of America, Venezuela and Yugoslavia, introduced a 
draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.50). Iraq, the Libyan Arab 
Republic, Morocco, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, the United 
Arab Emirates, the United Republic of Cameroon and Zaire 
joined in sponsoring the draft resolution, which read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling section III, paragraph 7, of its resolution 
3362 (S-VII) of I6 September I975, in which it decided 
that a United Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development should be held in 1978 or 
1979, 

"Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 
I897 (LVII) of I August 1974 on the question of 
convening a United Nations conference on science and 
technology, 2028 (LXI) of 4 August I976 on the United 
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for 
Development and 2035 (LXI) of 4 August I976 on the 
preparatory period of the Conference, 

"Recalling further the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order6 and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, 7 

"I. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolutions 
2028 (LXI) and 2035 (LXI); 

"2. Decides to convene the United Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development during 1979 
in time for the General Assembly to take action at its 
thirty-fourth session in the light of the results of the 
Conference; 

6 General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S·Vl). 
7 General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX). 

"3. Decides that the Conference should be within the 
framework recommended in paragraphs 2 and 3 of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 2028 (LXI}; 

"4. Requests· the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to appoint a Secretary-General of the Conference 
at the earliest possible time, as provided in Council 
resolution 2028 (LXI), paragraph 5, and further requests 
such appointment to be made at the level of Under
Secretary-General, in order to ensure the appropriate 
capacity for co-ordination and interaction with Member 
States and within the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system; 

"5. Decides that the Committee on Science and 
Technology for Development shall act as the Preparatory 
Committee for the Conference, open to the participation 
of all Member States, and further decides that the 
Preparatory Committee shall hold its first session early in 
1977 and submit its report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session through the Council at its sixty
third session; 

"6. Requests the Preparatory Committee to consider 
the question of the sites and other necessary arrange
ments for the regional and interregional preparatory 
meetings and to submit its proposals to the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty-second session; 

"7. Requests also the Committee on Science and 
Technology for Development to consider, at its meeting 
in 1977 as the Preparatory Committee, the draft pro
visional agenda for its fourth regular session; 

"8. Decides to take a fmal decision on the question of 
the site of the Conference at its thirty-second session; 

"9. Invites the specialized agencies, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and the interested organs of the 
United Nations, especially the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development and the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization and the regional 
commissions to co-operate fully in the preparations for 
the Conference, as provided by Economic and Social 
Council resolution 2028 (LXI); 

"10. Invites the Secretary-General to request the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to promote, 
through its Sub-Committee on Science and Technology, 
close and permanent contact with the Secretary-General 
of the Conference; 

"11. Requests that for the preparatory work leading 
to the Conference, the Advisory Committee on the 
Application of Science and Technology to Development 
should advise, on request, the Secretary-General of the 
Conference and the Preparatory Committee on matters 
pertaining to the Conference, and assist and collaborate, 
at the request of the Secretary-General of the Conference, 
in the preparations for the Conference at the regional 
level; 

"12. Requests the Secretary-General of the Con
ference to seek the co-operation of intergovernmental 
organizations and non-governmental organizations in con· 
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sultative status with the Economic and Social Council 
which may be in a position to contribute constructively 
to the preparation of the Conference; 

"13. Invites Governments to participate fully in the 
preparations for the Conference, taking into account the 
provisions of the Economic and Social Council resolu
tions 2028 (LXI) and 2035 (LXI); 

"14. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to submit a progress report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session, through the Eco
nomic and Social Council, on the implementation of the 
present resolution." 

23. At the same meeting, the representative of France 
orally proposed the following amendments to operative 
paragraph 6 of the draft resolution: 

(a) The insertion of the words "taking into account the 
time needed for the due completion of the various stages of 
preparation for the Conference" between the words "to 
consider" and the words "the question"; 

(b) The insertion of the word "time-table" between the 
words "question of the" and the word "sites". 

24. The representative of France stated that her delega
tion would join in sponsoring the draft resolution if the 
above amendments were accepted. 

25. At the same meeting, the representative of Canada, 
in introducing amendments (A/C.2/31/L.69) to draft re
solution A/C.2/31/L.50, stated that he wished to withdraw 
the first amendment, which had called for the addition of a 
new operative paragraph in the draft resolution to read as 
follows: 

"Notes with appreciation the resolution adopted by the 
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its nineteenth 
session (see A/C.2/31/14), in which it offered, inter alia, 
its full support to the preparation, organization and 
follow-up of the United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development". 

The second amendment, slightly modified, called for the 
phrase "especially the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization", which appeared in the 
second line, to be placed after the words "specialized 
agencies" in operative paragraph 9 of the draft resolution. 

26. The representative of Canada also stated that his 
delegation would join in sponsoring the draft resolution if 
his amendment were acceptable. 

27. At the 64th meeting, the representative of Romania, 
on behalf of the original sponsors and Canada, France, 
Jamaica, Mauritania and Nigeria, introduced a revised draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31/L.50/Rev.l ), which incorporated the 
amendments proposed by France and Canada (see paras. 23 
and 25 above). 

28. A statement of the administrative and financial 
implications of the revised draft resolution was submitted 

by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure (A/C.2/31/13). In addition, a statement 
concerning participation at the United Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development was made by 
the Secretary of the Committee at the 64th meeting. 

29. At the same meeting, the representative of Poland 
introduced an amendment (A/C.2/31/L.78) to draft resolu
tion A/C.2/31/L.50/Rev.l, which called for the insertion of 
a new operative paragraph 10, as follows: 

"10. Requests the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development to take fully into account, in the 
process of preparation of the Conference, the inter
relationship between the scientific/technological fields 
and other areas of activity of the United Nations system, 
in particular the economic area, so as to create more 
favourable conditions for the further promotion of 
comprehensive international co-operation". 

30. The Committee voted on the draft resolution and 
the amendment thereto as follows: 

(a) The amendment submitted by Poland (A/C.2/ 
31/L.78) was adopted without a vote; 

(b) Draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.50/Rev.l, as amended, 
was adopted without a vote (see para. 50 below, draft 
resolution V). 

31. On the proposal of the representative of Canada, the 
Committee agreed to express its appreciation to the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization for transmitting to the 
General Assembly the text of the organization's resolution 
entitled "General programme resolution on science and 
technology" (A/C.2/31/14) and for its support in the 
preparations for the Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development. 

VI 

United Nations Water Conference 

32. At the 61st meeting, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Water Conference made an introductory 
statement. 

33. At the same meeting, the representative of Argentina 
orally proposed a draft resolution whereby the General 
Assembly would take note with appreciation of the 
statement made by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Water Conference and of the report regarding its 
preparatory work (A/31 /356). 

34. Italy and the Sudan joined in sponsoring the draft 
resolution. 

35. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote (see para. 50 below, draft 
resolution VI). 
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VII 

Permanent sovereignty over national resources 
in the occupied Arab te"itories 

36. At the 62nd meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
on behalf of Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, the Comoros, the Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Guinea-Bissau, 
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Oman, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Republic of Cameroon, the Upper Volta, Yemen 
and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.54). 

37. The Secretary of the Committee made a statement 
on the administrative and fmancial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

38. The Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/ 
31/L.54 by a roll-call vote of 94 to 2, with 24 abstentions 
(see para. 50 below, draft resolution VII). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho
slovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swazi
land, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Israel, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Boli
via, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Honduras, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nica
ragua, Norway, Paraguay, Sweden, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay. 

39. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of Israel, Portugal, Uruguay, the United 
States of America, the Netherlands (on behalf of the nine 
members of the European Economic Community) and 
Chile. 

VIII 

Assistance to Sao Tome and Principe 

40. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Mauritius, 
on behalf of Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cape Verde, the 
Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Portugal, Rwanda and the United Republic of 
Tanzania, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.71). 
Ethiopia, India, the Ivory Coast, Mali, Senegal, Somalia, 
Togo, the United Republic of Cameroon, the Upper Volta, 
Yemen, and Zambia joined in sponsoring the draft 
resolution. 

41. At its 6Ist meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.71 without a vote (see para. 50 
below, draft resolution VIII). 

IX 

Assistance to Angola 

42. At the 67th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations 
which are members of the Group of 77, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31/L.87). Portugal also joined sub
sequently in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

43. At the same meeting, following informal consulta
tions, the representative of Pakistan, on behalf of the 
sponsors, orally revised the draft resolution as follows: 

(a) 11'1 operative paragraph 3, the words "give favourable 
consideration to" were replaced by the word "consider". 

(b) In operative paragraph 4, the words "the same 
benefits as" were replaced by the words "benefits compar
able to". 

44. The representative of China stated that, if the draft 
resolution were put to a vote, his delegation would not 
participate in the voting. 

45. The Committee adopted draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.87, as orally revised, without a vote (see 
para. 50 below, draft resolution IX). 

46. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of the German Democratic Republic. the 
United States of America, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Guinea, Italy, Sweden and Finland. 

47. At the 58th meeting, the representative of Egypt, on 
behalf of Algeria, Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Repuhlic, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Somalia, 
the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen, introduced a draft decision 
(A/C.2/31/L.45) concerning the inclusion of Arabic as an 
official language of the United Nations Water Conference. 
In introducing the draft decision, the representative nf 
Egypt drew attention to the fact that the words "an 
official" were to be inserted between the words "as" and 
"language". 
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48. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft decision, as orally revised, without a vote (see para. 51 
below, draft decision I). 

49. At its 62nd meeting, on the proposal of the 
Chairman, the Committee adopted, without a vote, two 
draft decisions (A/C.2/31/L.76), wherein the General As
sembly would take note of the report of the Secretary
General on measures against corrupt practices of trans
national and other corporations, their intermediaries and 
others involved (E/5838 and Corr.l and E/5838/ Add.l) 
and of the report of the Secretary-General on immediate 
needs resulting from economic emergency situations 
(E/5843) (see para. 51 below, draft decisions II and III). 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

SO. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to IX below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Implementation of the medium-term and long-term re· 
covery and rehabilitation programme in the Sudano
Sahelian region 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the General As
sembly and the Economic and Social Council, particularly 
Assembly resolutions 3253 (XXIX) of 4 December 1974 
and 3512 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 and Council 
resolution 1918 (LVIII) of 5 May 1975, 

Considering that the nature and scope of the needs of the 
countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region make it necessary 
for the international community to continue and to 
strengthen its solidarity action to support the recovery 
efforts and economic development of those countries, 

Noting with satisfaction the decisive role played by the 
United Nations Sahelian Office in helping to combat the 
effects of the drought and to implement the medium-term 
and long-term recovery and rehabilitation programme 
adopted by the States members of the Permanent Inter
State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel, 

Noting with satisfaction the results of the meeting 
convened by the Secretary-General and held at Geneva on 
1 July 1975, whose purpose was to mobilize the necessary 
resources to finance priority projects identified by the 
Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in 
the Sahel and its member States, 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of the medium-term and long-term 
recovery and rehabilitation programme in the Sudano
Sahelian region (A/31/259), 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the efforts made to implement the 
medium-term and long-term recovery and rehabilitation 
programme in the Sudano-Sahelian region; 

2. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Governments, 
United Nations bodies, intergovernmental organizations, 
private organizations and individuals that have contributed 
to the implementation of the medium-term and long-term 
recovery and rehabilitation programme drawn up by the 
States members of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on 
Drought Control in the Sahel; 

3. Takes note of the establishment of the Club des amis 
du Sahel, whose purpose is to assist in the implementation 
of the current programme adopted at Ouagadougou by the 
States members of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on 
Drought Control in the Sahel and of the enlarged pro· 
gramme deriving from the economic and social develop
ment strategy to be adopted by the Council of Ministers of 
the Permanent Inter-State Committee; 

4. Urges all Governments, United Nations bodies, inter
governmental organizations, private organizations and in
dividuals to continue to respond favourably and in a 
continuing manner, either bilaterally or through the United 
Nations Sahelian Office or any other intermediary, to the 
requests formulated by the Permanent Inter-State Com
mittee on Drought Control in the Sahel and by the 
Governments of the Sudano-Sahelian countries; 

5. Requests the United Nations Sahelian Office to 
continue its close co-operation with the Permanent Inter
State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and its 
efforts to ensure co-operation and co-ordination between 
United Nations programmes and bodies with a view to the 
implementation of medium-term and long-term assistance 
programmes; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his action 
aimed at mobilizing the financial resources necessary for 
the implementation of the medium-term and long-term 
projects identified by the States members of the Permanent 
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
implementation of the recovery and rehabilitation pro
gramme in the Sudano-Sahelian region to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session through the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
and the Economic and Social Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Recapitalization of the International Bank for Reconstruc
tion and Development and replenishment of the Inter
national Development Association 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 

Recalling also its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 Sep
tember 1975 on development and international economic 
co-operation, in particular section II, paragraph 5 thereof, 
in which it stressed that, in order to enlarge the pool of 
resources available for financing development, there was an 
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urgent need to increase substantially the capital of the 
World Bank Group, in particular the resources of the 
International Development Association, to enable it to 
make additional capital available to the poorest countries 
on highly concessional terms. 

Taking note of the statement made by the President of 
the World Bank Group at the annual meeting of the Bank 
held at Manila from 4 to 8 October 1976, in which he 
referred to the need for a substantial increase in the 
resources of the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development and the International Development Asso
ciation, to enable those institutions to continue to expand 
their lending to developing countries, 

Recalling further its resolution 3387 (XXX) of 13 No
vember 1975 in which it emphasized that the fifth 
replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation should promote a substantial increase in real terms 
in the resources of the Association, 

International De1•elopment Association 

I. expresses concern at the slow progress in negotiations 
for the fifth replenishment which threatens the commit
ment authority of the International Development Asso
ciation; 

2. Urges all traditional donors and others to support the 
fifth replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation; 

3. Emphasizes the critical need for concessionary funds 
for financing development in developing countries, particu
larly in the least developed among them; 

4. Considers it essential that negotiations for the fifth 
replenishment of the International Development Asso
ciation be completed early in 1977 to replenish the 
Association at a substantially higher level than that of the 
fourth replenishment; 

5. Urges that donor countries consider arrangements to 
ensure that the commitment authority of the International 
Development Association will not be disrupted at the end 
of the current replenishment period, namely, 30 June 1977: 

II 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

1. Calls upon all members of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development to support urgently a 
substantial increase in its capital in order to ensure 
adequate levels of lending to developing countries, thereby 
enabling it to maintain and enhance its role as an effective 
development financing institution; 

2. Expresses concern over the impact of the hardening 
of the lending terms of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and urges that those 
terms be promptly reviewed. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Preparations for a new international development strategy 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 
1970, containing the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, and 
3517 (XXX) of 15 December 197 5 on the mid-term review 
and appraisal of progress in the implementation of the 
Strategy, 

Gravely concerned that international economic relations 
face severe problems and that the economic disparities 
between the developed and the developing countries have 
further widened, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Recalling the results achieved at a number of major 
United Nations conferences held during the Second United 
Nations Development Decade on world economic and social 
problems, 

Conscious of the need to introduce profound changes in 
economic relations between the developed and developing 
countries, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Committee for Development Planning as well as the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and other 
organs and organizations concerned of the United Nations 
system, to collect data and information that are relevant to 
the formulation of a new international development 
strategy, taking fully into account the above-mentioned 
resolutions on the establishment of a new international 
economic order and the other above-mentioned resolutions; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
information requested above to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session, through the Economic and Social 
Council at its resumed sixty-third session, and decides to 
consider at that time appropriate action for the prepara
tions for a new international development strategy; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 
research studies and reports in the field of development and 
economic co-operation, including those that may be neces
sary for a new international development strategy, are in 
accordance with the objectives of the above-mentioned 
resolutions; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to utilize all 
appropriate research institutions and expertise, especially 
those of the developing countries, in the preparation of the 
above-mentioned studies and 1eports. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Establishment of a network for the exchange 
of technological information 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 and 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, 

Taking into account resolution 87 (IV) of 30 May 1976 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ments concerning strengthening the technological capacity 
of developing countries, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 3507 (XXX) of IS Decem
ber 1975 on institutional arrangements in the field of the 
transfer of technology, particularly paragraphs 2, 5 and 6 
thereof, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 
1902 (LVII) of 1 August 1974 on the role of an interna
tional technological information system in the transfer and 
assessment of technology and in the indigenous growth of 
appropriate technologies in developing countries, 

Acknowledging that the Economic and Social Council, in 
its decision 171 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, noted with 
satisfaction the report of the Secretary-General on the 
establishment of a network for the exchange of techno
logical information (E/5839) as a first step in the imple
mentation of General Assembly resolution 3507 (XXX), 
and decided to transmit the report to the General Assembly 
for consideration at its thirty-first session, 

1. Reaffirms the importance of wider dissemination of 
scientific and technological information for the purpose of 
allowing developing countries access to research fmdings 
which are of interest to them as well as project experience 
of other developing countries, thus permitting the selection 
of technologies essential for their industrial growth and 
promoting the development of their own technological 
capacity; 

2. Compliments the Secretary-General on the report 
transmitted by the Economic and Social Council and 
requests that he convey the thanks of the General Assembly 
to members of the Interagency Task Force who have 
undertaken to prepare the plan for the establishment of a 
network for the exchange of technological information; 

3. Takes nate with satisfaction of the report and its 
conclusions (ibid., chap. IV), especially as they relate to the 
importance of establishing a network useful to all countries, 
in particular developing countries; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development and the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, in consultation with the regional commissions 

8 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. 1, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.II.D.l0), part one, sect. A. 

and other appropriate organizations, to intensify their 
efforts, in their respective fields, to assist in the establish
ment in developing countries of centres for the transfer and 
development of technology at the national, subregional and 
regional levels, in order to provide fundamental elements 
for the adequate functioning of an international network 
for the exchange of technological information, through 
corresponding national, subregional and regional systems of 
information; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General and the Inter
agency Task Force to continue their work in accordance 
with paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 
3507 (XXX), including the preparation and publication of 
the pilot directory of United Nations information services 
mentioned in the report (ibid., para. 76 (a)), and to submit 
further conclusions and recommendations on the establish
ment of a network for the exchange of technological 
information to the Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General, in consul
tation with the Interagency Task Force, to provide, within 
the existing capacity of the Secretariat, the necessary 
administrative services for carrying out, as far as is possible 
at present, the recommendations of the report; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General and the Interagency 
Task Force to ascertain the availability of current inven
tories of information capabilities at the national, regional 
and international levels in terms of information sources, 
means of access to information and information-related 
services; 

8. Urges the Secretary-General and the Interagency Task 
Force to identify by means of those inventories any 
deficiencies that might inhibit the setting u~1 of the network 
and to recommend to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session, through the Economic and Social Council, 
measures to remedy these deficiencies; 

9. Welcomes the repo;t of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Industrial Development OrganiLation on the 
establishment of an industrial technological inform~tion 
bank9 and urges the Industrial Development Board to take 
early decisions to enable the Ext"cuti'>'e Di1ector to take the 
necessary measures towards making the banl.. uperational 
and to report on the measures taken to the General 
Assembly at its thirty· second :,ession through the Economic 
and Social Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Unired Nations Conference un Sci('IU e and 
Technology j(-'r Del'clopment 

The General Asscmh(v. 

Recalling section ll L paragraph 7, of it;, resolu lion 
3362 (S-Vli) uf 16 September 1975., in which it decided 
that a United Nations Conference 011 ScJCih:f anJ Tech
nology for Development should be held in 1 q78 or 1979, 

9 A/31/147. 



Agenda item 12 15 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1897 (LVII) of 1 August 1974 on the question of con
vening a United Nations conference on science and tech
nology, 2028 (LXI) of 4 August 1976 on the United 
Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Devel
opment and 2035 (LXI) of 4 August 1976 on the pre
paratory period of the Conference, 

Recalling further the Declaration and the Programme of 
Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order' o and the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States,'' 

1. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolutions 
2028 (LXI) and 2035 (LXI); 

2. Decides to convene the United Nations Conference on 
Science and Technology for Development during 1979, in 
time for the General Assembly to take action at its 
thirty-fourth session in the light of the results of the 
Conference; 

3. Decides that the Conference should be within the 
framework recommended in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 2028 (LXI); 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint a Secre
tary-General of the Conference at the earliest possible time, 
as provided in paragraph 5 of Council resolution 
2028 (LXI), and further requests such appointment to be 
made at the level of Under-Secretary-General, in order to 
ensure the appropriate capacity for co-ordination and 
interaction with Member States and within the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations 
system; 

5. Decides that the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development shall act as the Preparatory 
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development, open to the participation 
of all States, and further decides that the Preparatory 
Committee shall hold its first session early in 1977 and 
submit its report to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session through the Economic and Social Council at 
its sixty-third session; 

6. Requests the Preparatory Committee to consider, 
taking into account the time needed for the due completion 
of the various stages of preparation for the Conference, the 
question of the time-table, sites and other necessary 
arrangements for the regional and interregional preparatory 
meetings and to submit its proposals to the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty-third session; 

7. Also requests the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development to consider, at its meeting in 1977 
as the Preparatory Committee, the draft provisional agenda 
for its fourth regular session; 

8. Decides to take a final decision on the question of the 
site of the Conference at its thirty-second session; 

10 General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI). 
11 General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX). 

9. Invites the specialized agencies, in particular the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi
zation, the International Atomic Energy Agency and the 
interested organs of the United Nations, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization and the regional 
commissions, to co-operate fully in the preparations for the 
Conference, as provided by Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2028 (LXI); 

10. Requests the Committee on Science and Technology 
for Development to take fully into account, in the process 
of preparation of the Conference, the interrelationship 
between the scientific/technological fields and other areas 
of activity of the United Nations system, in particular the 
economic area, so as to create more favourable conditions 
for the further promotion of comprehensive international 
co-operation; 

11. Invites the Secretary-General to request the Admin
istrative Committee on Co-ordination to promote, through 
its Sub-Committee on Science and Technology, close and 
permanent contact with the Secretary-General of the 
Conference; 

12. Decides that, for the preparatory work leading to 
the Conference, the Advisory Committee on the Appli
cation of Science and Technology to Development should 
advise, on request, the Secretary-General of the Conference 
and the Preparatory Committee on matters pertaining to 
the Conference, and should assist and collaborate, at the 
request of the Secretary-General of the Conference, in the 
preparations for the Conference at the regional level; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to 
seek the co-operation of intergovernmental organizations 
and non-governmental organizations in consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council which may be in a 
position to contribute constructively to the preparation of 
the Conference; 

14. Invites Governments to participate fully in the 
preparations for the Conference, taking into account the 
provisions of Economic and Social Council resolutions 
2028 (LXI) and 2035 (LXI); 

15. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions to submit a report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, on the implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

United Nations Water Conference 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3513 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975 and its decision 31/422 A of 21 December 197612 
relating to the arrangements for the United Nations Water 
Conference, 

12 Adopted on the recommendation of the Second Committee; 
see para. 51 below, draft decision I. 
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Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1982 (LX) of 19 April 197 6 and 1983 (LX) of 23 April 
1976, 

Takes note with appreciation of the statement made by 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Water Con
ference (61st meeting) and of the report regarding the 
preparatory work for the Conference ( A/31 /356). 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Permanent sovereignty over national resources in 
the occupied Arab territories 

'flze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3336 (XXIX) of 17 December 
1974 entitled "Permanent sovereignty over national re
sources in the occupied Arab territories", 

Recalling further its resolution 3516 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 197 5 on the same subject, in which it was noted that 
the report of the Secretary-General on the adverse eco
nomic effects on the Arab States and peoples resulting from 
repeated lsraeH aggression and continued occupation of 
their territories' 3 was inadequate in that it did not 
incorporate the necessary substantive and comprehensive 
studies required in conformity with paragraph 5 of reso
lution 3336 (XXIX), the related statements made at the 
twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly on behalf of 
the sponsorst4 and submitted by the Secretary-General on 
the administrative and financial implications's as well as 
the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,' 6 

Noting that in its resolution 3516 (XXX) the Secretary
General was requested to submit to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-first session his final comprehensive report, 
which should fulfil the above-mentioned requirements, 
taking into account the related statements on the adminis
trative and financial implications submitted by the Secre
tary-General' 7 and approved by the General Assembly at 
its thirtieth session, 

Taking into account the note by the Secretary-General of 
I November 1976(A/31/284), 

Bearing in mind the pertinent provisions of its resolutions 
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974, containing the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order, and 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

I. Reaffirms the right of the Arab States and peoples 
whose territories are under Israeli occupation to regain full 

13 A/10290 and Add.2. 
14 See Official Records of the General Assemb(v, Twenty-ninth 

Session, Second Committee, 1635th meeting. 
15 A/C.2/L.1385, A/C.5/1649. 
16 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 

Session, Annexes, agenda item 73, document A/9978/Add.l, 
para. 4. 

17 A/C.2/L.l494, A/C.5/1759. 

and effective control over their natural and all other 
resources and economic activities. as well as the rights of 
those States, territories and peoples to the restitution and 
full compensation for the exploitation. loss and depletion 
of, and damage to, their natural and all oth~!r resources and 
economic activities; 

2. Takes note of the regret e>.prcssed in the note by the 
Secretary-General that the submission of the report as 
requested by the General Assembly m resolutions 
3336(XXIX) and 3516(XXX) and the related statements 
will be postponed until the thirty-second session of the 
Assembly; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take immediately 
all the measures necessary to secure the submission to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session of his final 
substantive comprehensive report, which should fulfil all of 
the above-mentioned requirements; 

4. Requests the heads of the relevant specialized agen
cies and United Nations organs, particularly the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the 
Economic Commission for Western Asia. to co-operate 
actively and adequately with the Secretary-General in the 
preparation of his final substantive comprehensive report. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

Assistance to Sao Tome and Principe 

'flze General Assemb(r, 

Deeply concerned at the serious economic and social 
situation in Sao Tome and Principe as the result of the total 
lack of infrastructures for development inherited from the 
colonial period, 

Further concerned by the adverse effects which the 
international economic situation has caused to the frail 
economy of Sao Tome and Principe, 

Noting that Sao Tome and Principe has not been included 
in the list of the most seriously affected countries, 

Recalling its resolution 3421 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 
on the imp1emen tation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in 
which it urged the specialized agencies and other organi· 
zations within the United Nations system to extend 
assistance to the newly independent and emerging States, 

Recalling further recommendation 99 (IV) of 31 May 
1976 of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, 1 s particularly paragraph 4 thereof, in which 
the Conference recommended that measures of assistance 
should be undertaken by the appropriate organs of the 
United Nations system in favour of the newly independent 
States of Africa, 

18 See Proceedings of the Umted Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development. Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. F.76.!I.D.IO), part one. 
sect. A. 



AJenda item 12 17 

I. Urgently appeals to Member States and the interna
tional institutions concerned, particularly the United 
Nations Development Programme, the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, the United Nations 
Children's Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations, the World Food Programme, the World 
Health Organization and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to assist the Govern
ment of Sao Tome and Principe in an effective and 
continuous manner so as to enable it to establish the 
necessary social and economic infrastructures essential for 
the well-being of the people; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize the finan
cial, technical and economic assistance of the international 
community. in particular the developed countries and the 
appropriate organizations of the United Nations system, 
with a view to meeting the short-term and long-term 
development needs of this newly independent country; 

3. Requests the Committee for Development Planning at 
its thirteenth session, as a matter of priority, to give 
favourable consideration to the question of the inclusion of 
Sao Tome and Principe in the list of the least developed 
countries and to submit its conclusions to the Economic 
and Social Council at its sixty-third session; 

4. ilzl'ites, in the meantime, Member States, particularly 
the developed countries, and the organizations of the 
United Nations system to grant Sao Tome and Principe the 
same benefits as those enjoyed by the least developed 
among the developing countries in the light of prevailing 
conditions in Sao Tome and Principe; 

5. Strong(\" recommends that Sao Tome and Principe 
should be included in the list of the most seriously affected 
countries; 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to keep this 
matter under review and to report to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session on the implementation of the 
present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IX 

Assistance to Angola 

The General Assembly, 

Deeply concerned by the widespread destruction and 
damage caused to the social and economic infrastructure 
during the course of the struggle for independence in 
Angola and in defence of its national sovereignty, 

Taking note of the inadequate base of socio-economic 
development in the rural areas inherited from the colonial 
period, 

Considering the urgent problem of absorbing and re
settling the large numbers of returning refugees into the 
permanent fabric of the society, 

further concerned by the adverse effects which the 
international economic situation continues to impose on 
the weakened economy of Angola, 

Recalling its resolution 3421 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 
on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in 
which it urged the specialized agencies and other organi
zations within the United Nations system to extend 
assistance to the newly independent and emerging States, 

Recalling further recommendation 99 (IV) of 31 May 
1976 of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development,• 9 particularly paragraph 4 thereof, in which 
the Conference recommended that measures of assistance 
should be undertaken by the appropriate organs of the 
United Nations system in favour of the newly independent 
States of Africa, 

Welcoming the efforts of the Government and the people 
of Angola aimed at national reconstruction, 

Taking note of the statement made by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Angola before the General Assembly on 
1 December 1976 (84th plenary meeting) proposing the 
establishment of an international fund for the national 
reconstruction of Angola, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize an inter
national programme for financial, technical and material 
assistance with a view to channelling the proceeds into an 
international reconstruction fund for Angola to meet its 
long-term and short-term development needs; 

2. Urgently appeals to all Member States and to the 
international economic and financial institutions concerned 
to respond generously to the needs of Angola and to 
provide assistance on a bilateral and/or multilateral basis; 

3. Requests the Committee for Development Planning at 
its thirteenth session, as a matter of priority, to consider 
the question of the inclusion of Angola in the list of the 
least developed countries and to submit its conclusions to 
the Economic and Social Council at its sixty-third session; 

4. Im•ites, in the meantime, Member States and the 
organizations of the United Nations system to grant Angola 
benefits comparable to those enjoyed by the least devel
oped among the developing countries in the light of 
prevailing conditions in Angola; 

5. Strongly recommends that Angola should be included 
in the list of the most seriously affected countries and be 
considered by the United Nations Special Fund for urgent 
assistance; 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to keep this 
matter under review and to report to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session on the implementation of the 
present resolution. 

• • • 
19 /hid. 



18 General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

51. The Second Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decisions: 

DRAFT DECISION I 

Inclusion of Arabic as an official language 
of the United Nations Water Conference 

The Genrral Assembly, recalling Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1982 (LX) of 19 April 1976, entitled 
"Participation in the United Nations Water Conference", 
decides to include Arabic as an official language of the 
United Nations Water Conference. 

DRAFT DECISION II 

Measures against corrupt practices of transnational and 
other corporations, tlzeir intermediaries and others 
involl'ed 

The General Assembly takes note of the report of tht: 
Secretary-General on measures against corrupt practices of 

transnational and other corporations, their intermediaries 
and others involved ( E/ 5838 and Corr.l and E/5838/ 
Add.!) prepared pursuant to Assembly resolution 
3514 (XXX) of 15 December 1975. 

DRAFT DECISION Ill 

Immediate needs resulting from economic 
emergency situations 

The General Assembly takes note of the report of the 
Secretary-General on immediate needs resultmg from eco
nomic emergency situations ( E/5843) and, as recommended 
by the Economic and Social Council in decision 177 (LXI) 
of 5 August 1976, invites the Secretary-General to continue 
the preparation of proposals pursuant to Assembly resolu
tion 3510(XXX) of 15 December 1975, in close consul
tation with the appropriate organizations of the United 
Nations system, and to report to the Council at its 
sixty-third session, taking into account the views expressed 
during the Council's sixty-first session. 

DOCUMENT A/31/395 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly allocated to the Third Committee 
certain parts of agenda item 12 entitled "Report of the 
Economic and Social Council". The following parts of the 
report of the Council ( A/31 /3) were referred to the Third 
Committee: chapters II, III (sects. F, G and L), IV 
(sect. A), V, VI (sects. B, C and D) and VII (sect. D). 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly decided 
that: 

(a) Chapters II, IV (sect. A) and V would also be referred 
to the Second Committee; 

(b) Chapters III (sects. F and G) and VI (sects. B, C 
and D), would also be referred to the Fifth Committee; 

(c) Chapter VII (sect. D) would also be referred to the 
Second and Fifth Committees. 

3. The General Assembly also expressed the view that: 

(a) Chapter II (General discussion of international eco
nomic and social policy, including regional and sectoral 
developments) might be of interest to the First and Fourth 
Committees as well as the Special Political Committee; 

(b) Chapter III, section A (Assistance to the drought
stricken areas of Ethiopia), section B (Review of the 
situation in Guatemala in consequence of the earthquake of 

I Original: Hnglishj 
/14 December 19 76} 

4 February 1976) and section C (Measures to be taken 
following the cyclones in Madagascar) might be of interest 
to the Third Committee. 

4. The following three subjects, which were dealt With m 
the report of the Economic and Social Council, were taken 
up by the Committee as separate items: 

(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination [item 69 (a)] (chap. III, sect. F); 

(b) Report of the United Nations High Commisswner for 
Refugees [item 78] (chap. III, sect. L); 

(c) United Nations Decade for Women [Item 75] 
(chap. VI, sect. D). 

5. A summary of the discussion of the parts of the 
report of the Economic and Social Council concerning 
items 69, 78 and 75 is contained in the reports of the Third 
Committee on those items. 

6. Parts of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council referred to the Third Committee winch do not 
form part of independent items are as follows. 

Chapter II. General discussion of mternational economic 
and social policy, including regional and sectoral 
developments; 

Chapter III. Questions considered without reference to a 
sessional committee, section G (Procedures for the imple-
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mentation of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights);2o 

Chapter IV. Questions considered by the Economic 
Committee, section A (Development planning and 
projections); 

Chapter V. Questions considered by the Special Eco
nomic Committee (Development and international eco
nomic co-operation: Programme of Action on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order and revision 
of the International Development Strategy); 

Chapter VI. Questions considered by the Social Com
mittee, section B (Human rights questions) and section C 
(Narcotic drugs): (a) Report of the International Narcotics 
Control Board; (b) Report of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs;(c) United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control; 

Chapter VII. Questions considered by the Policy and 
Programme Co-ordination Committee, section D (Opera
tional activities for development). 

7. In connexion with item 12, the Committee also had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) Letter dated 15 March 1976 from the representative 
of Bulgaria to the Secretary-General (A/31/64); 

(b) Letter dated 2~ March 1976 from the representative 
of Chile to the Secretary-General ( A/31 /74); 

(c) Letter dated 28 May 1976 from the representative of 
Czechoslovakia to the Secretary-General ( A/31 /99); 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General (A/3 i /253) trans
mitting the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the 
Situation of Human Rights in Chile in pursuance of General 
Assembly resolution 3448 (XXX) of 9 December 1975; 

(e) Letter dated 21 September 1976 from the representa
tive of the Libyan Arab Republic to the Secretary-General 
(A/C .3/31/1 ), transmittmg a draft resolution entitled "In
ternational Year for Disabled Persons"; 

(f) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representa
tive of Chile to the Secretary-General (A/C .3/31/4 ); 

(g) Letter dated 13 October 1976 from the representa
tive of Chile to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/5); 

(h) Observations of the Government of Chile (A/C.3/ 
31/6 and Add.!) on the report of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on the Situation of Human Rights in Chile: 

(i) Note by the Secrerary-General transmitting the text 
of a Jetter dated 10 November 1976 from the Delegate of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross to Inter
national Organizations (A/C.3/31/l 0); 

20 See resolution 31/86, adopted by the General Assembly on the 
recommendation of the Third Committee, under agenda item 81 
(Status of the International Covenant on El'onomic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Right; and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Politiml Rights). 

(j) Letter dated 16 November 1976 from the representa
tive of Chile to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/11); 

(k) Letter dated 19 November 1976 from the representa
tive of Chile to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/12); 

(I) Letter dated 30 November 1976 from the representa
tive of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the 
Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/13); 

(m) Letter dated 3 December 1976 from the representa
tive of Chile to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/14). 

8. At its 45th to 48th, 54th to 60th, and 62nd to 68th 
meetings, held between 10 November to 3 December 1976, 
the Committee considered chapter VI, section B (Human 
rights questions) of the report of the Council. The summary 
records of those meetings contain the views of representa
tives of Member States and of specialized agencies on the 
matter. 

9. At the 45th meeting, on 10 November, the Director 
of the Division of Human Rights made an introductory 
statement regarding those parts of the report of the Council 
which concerned questions relating to the activities of 
United Nations organs and bodies in the field of human 
rights. 

10. At the same meeting, the Chairman/Rapporteur of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Situation of Human 
Rights in Chile intr.oduced the report of the Working Group 
(A/31/253). 

11. At its 60th to 62nd meetings, from 25 to 29 
November, the Committee considered chapter VI, section C 
(Narcotic drugs), of the report of the Council. The 
summary records of those meetings contain the views of 
representatives of Member States and of specialized agen
cies on the matter. 

12. At the 60th meeting, on 25 November, the Chief of 
the Unit for Representation and Liaison, Office for 
Inter-Agency Affairs and Co-ordination, on behalf of the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for Drug 
Abuse Control, made an introductory statement. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C.J/31 /L.l9 

13. At the 60th meeting, the representative of the 
Libyan Arab Republic introduced a draft resolution (A/ 
C.3/3l/L.l9) entitled "International Year for Disabled 
Persons", which was sponsored by Austria, Belgium, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, France, Ghana, India, 
Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, the Lao People's Democratic Re
public, the Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, the Philip
pines, Qatar, Singapore, Somalia, Sweden, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Turkey, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zaire, subsequently joined by Chad, 
Costa Rica, Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Malta, Spain and the 
United States of America. 
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14. At the same meeting, the representative of Argentina 
proposed two oral amendments which called for the 
following: 

(a) In operative paragraph 2 (b), the addition of the word 
"training" after the word "assistance"; 

(b) The addition of a new operative paragraph 2 (e) to 
read as follows: 

"(e) Promoting effective measures for the prevention 
of disability and for the rehabilitation of disabled 
persons". 

After the sponsors had accepted those amendments, Argen
tina joined as a sponsor of the draft. 

15. At the same meeting, draft resolution A/C.3/ 
31/L.l9, as orally revised, was adopted without a vote (see 
para. 40 below, draft resolution I). 

Draft resolutions A/C 3/31 /L26 and Rel'.i 

16. At the 54th meeting, on 18 November, the represen
tative of the Netherlands introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C .3/31 /L.26) entitled "Protection of human rights in 
Chile", which was sponsored by Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
the Congo, Cuba, Cyprus. Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Finland, the Gambia, the German Democratic Republic, 
Iceland, Iraq, Ireland. the Libyan Arab Republic, Mali, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sweden and Yugo
slavia, subsequently joined by Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, 
Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau. Guyana, Hungary, Ja
maica. the Lao People's Democratic Republic. Madagascar. 
Somalia, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

[Text of the first to eleventh preambular paragraphs same 
as the first to ninth, the eleventh and twelfth preambular 
paragraphs of draft resolution If contained in paragraph 40 
below: text of the operative part same./ 

17. At the 56th meeting, on 22 November, the represen
tative of the Netherlands, on behalf of the sponsors, 
announced the insertion of a new preambular paragraph 
after the existing ninth preambular paragraph to read as 
follows: 

"Taking note of the statement by the Chilean authori
ties of 16 November 1976, brought to the attention of 
the General Assembly by a letter from the Permanent 
Representative of Chile (A/C.3/31/11)". 

A revised text ( A/C'.3/31 /L.26/Rev.1 ), incorporating that 
change, was then submitted by the sponsors (see para. 16 
above), joined by the United Kingdom. 

[For the text, see paragraph 40 below, draft 
resolution II.] 

18. At the 58th meeting, on 23 November, the Director 
of the Division of Human Rights made a statement on the 
financial implications of the revised draft resolution. 

19. At the same meeting, the representative of Colombia 
requested a separate vote on the sixth and eleventh 
preambular paragraphs and on operative paragraphs 2 (a). 4, 
and 5 (b) and (c). The representatives of China and 
Singapore stated that their delegations would not partici
pate in the voting. The Committee then voted on the 
various parts of the draft resolution on which a separate 
vote had been requested and on the draft resolution as a 
whole, as follows: 

(a) The sixth preambular paragraph was adopted hy a 
roll-call vote of 87 to 13, with 27 abstentions. The voting 
was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austna. Ba
hamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Benin. Botswana, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo. 
Cuba, Cyprus, CLechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Den
mark, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland. India, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica. Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic. Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands. New Zea
land, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Philippmes, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Prmcipe, 
Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zambia. 

Against. Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil. Chile, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mo
rocco, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Bhutan, Colombia, Ecuador. Egypt, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of. Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Ivory 
Coast, Japan, Liberia, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Panama, Peru, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Spain. Surinam, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon. United 
States of America, Zaire. 

(b) The eleventh preambular paragraph was adopted by a 
roll-call vote of 95 to I 0, with 19 abstentions. The voting 
was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeiia, Australia, Austria, 
Bahamas, Bahram, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Den
mark, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia. FiJi, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Jamaica. Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico. 
Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Norway, Pakistan, Papua New Gumea, Poland, Portugal. 
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Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
Uruguay. 

Abstaming. Colombia, France, Haiti, Indonesia, Israel, 
Ivory Coast. Liberia, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Panama, Peru, 
Philippines. Saudi Arabia, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, 
Uganda. United States of America. 

(c) Operative paragraph 2 (a) was adopted by a roll-call 
vote of q3 to 13. with 21 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows· 

In jarour: Afghanistan. Algeria, Australia. Austria, 
Bahamas, Bahrain. Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Bulgana, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, 
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Denmark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana. Hungary. Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Jamaica, Japan, Kenya. Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic. Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco. Mozambique. Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria. 
Norway, Pakistan. Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Swaziland. Sweden. Syrian Arab Republic. Togo, 
Trimdad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania. United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Venezuela, Yemen. Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Honduras. Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

Abstaining. France. Haiti, Indonesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, 
Liberia. Malawi, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Panama, Papua 
New Guinea. Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone. 
Spain. Surinam. Thailand. Turkey, Uganda. 

( J) Operative paragraph 4 was adopted by a roll-call vote 
of 88 to 13. with 27 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

in favour Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
Bahram, Barbados. Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Den
mark, Equatorial Guinea. Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece. Guinea, Guinea
Bissau. Guyana. Hungary, Iceland, India, Iraq. Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 

Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
United States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Bahamas, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Haiti, 
Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan, Liberia, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Panama, Peru, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, 
Turkey, Uganda. 

(e) Operative paragraph 5 (b) was adopted by a roll-call 
vote of 91 to 10, with 28 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows: 

in .favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Bulgaria. Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros. 
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark. Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Colombia, Dominican Republic, France, 
Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan, Liberia, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, 
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, Turkey, 
Uganda, United States of America. 

(.f) Operative paragraph 5 (c) was adopted by a roll-call 
vote of 82 to 16, with 31 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows: 

In .faJiour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
Bahrain, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, 
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Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, 
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Re
public, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Egypt, France, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Israel, Nicaragua, Paraguay, United States of America, 
Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Can
ada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan, Liberia, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, 
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, Turkey, 
Uganda, Zaire. 

(g) Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.26/Rev.l as a whole was 
adopted by a roll-call vote of 98 to 14, with 18 abstentions 
(see para. 40 below, draft resolution II). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
Bahamas, Baluain, Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Colombia, 
Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea. Ethiopia. Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq. Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, 
Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia. Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Norway, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica. 
Dominican Republic. Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Nicaragua. Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay 

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, In
donesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, Malawi, Malaysia, Morocco, 
Nepal, Niger, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Spain, 
Surinam, Thailand, Uganda, United States of America. 

Draft resolution A/C3j31/L.29 

20. At the 55th meeting, on 19 November 1976, the 
representative of Uruguay introduced draft resolution 
A/C.3/31/L.29, entitled "Protection of human rights in 
Chile", which was sponsored by Grenada, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay and Uruguay, subsequently 
joined by Argentina and Costa Rica. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

"77le General Assembly, 

"Conscious of its responsibility under the Charter of 
the United Nations to promote and encourage respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 

"Recalling that, in accordance with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, everyone has the right to 
life, liberty and security of person and the right not to be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exiie, or to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, 

"Recalling that, in its resolutions 3219 (XXIX) and 
3448 (XXX), of 6 November 1974 and 9 December 1975 
respectively. the General Assembly expressed its deep 
concern about the situation of basic human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in Chile and urged the authorities 
in that country to take all necessary steps to restore and 
safeguard those rights and freedoms and fully to respect 
the provisions of the international instruments to which 
Chile is a party. 

"Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 3 (XXXII) of 19 February 1976 and Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1994 (LX) of 12 May 1976, 

"Taking note of the report prepared by the Secretary
General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3448 (XXX) and, in particular, of the report of the Ad 
Hoc Working Group on the Situation of Human Rights in 
Chile, 

"Taking note also of the comments of the Government 
of Chile on the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group on 
the Situation of Human Rights in Chile. 

"Bearing in mind that, on 17 June 1976, the General 
Assembly of the Organization of American States 
adopted a resolution on the situation of human rights in 
Chile, 

''I. Calls upon the Chilean authorities to continue to 
adopt and implement all necessary measures effectively to 
restore and safeguard basic human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and fully to respect the provisions of the 
international instruments to which Chile is a party; 

"2. Requests the Government of Chile to continue to 
extend to the CommissiOn on Human Rights all necessary 
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co-operation to enable it to carry out its work and at the 
same time provide adequate safeguards for persons or 
institutions giving information, testimony or other 
evidence; 

":i. lnl'ltes the Commission on Human Rights to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session on the current situation of human rights in Chile 
and, in particular. on any developments which may occur 
to re-establish respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

''4. Requests the President of the thirty-first session of 
the General Assembly and the Secretary-General to assist 
in any way they may deem appropriate in the re
establishment of basic human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Chile." 

21. At the 58th meeting, on 23 November, following the 
adoption of draft resolution A/C.3/31 /L26/Rev.l, the 
representative of Mali proposed that draft resolution 
A/C.3/3!/L.29 should not be put to the vote. The 
representative of Chma stated that his delegation would not 
participate in the voting on the proposal. The Committee 
adopted the proposal by a roll-call vote of 60 to 40, with 
26 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In faJ•our. Algeria, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Cape Verde, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho
slovakia, Democratic Yemen, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jamaica, 
Kenya. Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozam
bique, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Ukramian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zambia. 

Against: Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, 
Chile. Colombia. Costa Rica. Denmark, Dominican Re
public, Ecuador, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Grenada. Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Indonesia, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, 
Morocco. Nepal. Nicaragua, Niger, Paraguay, Peru, Philip
pines, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstarnmg: Afghamstan, Australia, Bahamas, Burma, 
Chad. Egypt, Fiji, Greece, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast. Liberia, Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Panama. Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone. 
Turkey, Uganda, llnited Republic of Cameroon, Venezuela, 
Zaire. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31/L.33 

"' At the 61st meeting, on 26 November, the represen
tative of France introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
31 /L.33) entitled "Accession to and implementation of the 

1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances", which was 
sponsored by Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Iraq, Poland, Sweden, Thailand and the United 
Republic of Cameroon, subsequently Joined by Norway, 
the Philippines and Turkey. 

23. At the 62nd meeting, on 29 November, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/31 /L33 without a 
vote (see para. 40 below, draft resolution III). 

Draft resolutwns A/C3/31 /L.34 and A/C3/31 jL.37 

24. At the 62nd meeting, the representative of Sweden 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C .3/31 /L.34) entitled 
"Protection of persons detained on account of their 
political opinions or convictions", which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and article 19 of the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights, which guarantee to 
everyone the right to freedom of opinion and expression, 

"Recalling also the prohibition against torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment which is laid down in article 5 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and article 7 of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and which 
has been further elaborated in the Declaration on the 
Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
ment or Punishment adopted by the General Assembly in 
its resolution 3452 (XXX), 

"Further recalling article 10 of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights and article 14 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which provide that 
all persons are entitled to a fair hearing by an indepen
dent and impartial tribunal in the determination of any 
criminal charge against them, 

"Recognizing the importance of full respect for the 
basic human rights of all persons detained or imprisoned 
as a result of their struggle for self-determination, 
independence, the elimination of apartheid and all forms 
of racial discrimination and the termination of gross and 
consistent violations of human rights, 

"Concerned about the fact that in many parts of the 
world numerous persons are detained in respect of 
offences which they committed, or are suspected of 
having committed, by reason of their political opinions or 
convictions, 

"Noting that these persons are often exposed to special 
dangers as regards the protection of their human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, 

"Realizing therefore that special attention should be 
given to the situation of these persons, 

"1. Requests all Member States: 

"(a) To take effective measures to safeguard the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons who are 
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detained in respect of offences which they committed, or 
are suspected of having committed, by reason of their 
political opinions or convictions; 

"(b) To ensure, in particular, that such persons are not 
subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment; 

"(c) Also to ensure that such persons re"-cive a fair 
hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal in the 
determination of any criminal charge against them: 

"2. Calls upon all Member States to examine periodi· 
cally the possibility of releasing such persons as an act of 
clemency or by way of conditional release or otherwise; 

"3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
include on its agenda an item entitled "Protection of 
persons detained on account of their political opinions or 
convictions" and to report to the General Assembly 
through the Economic and Social Council as it deems 
appropriate." 

25. At the 64th meeting, on I December, the representa· 
tive of Sweden orally revised the text by adding the words 
"racism and" after the words "and all forms or' in the 
fourth preambular paragraph and by deleting the word 
"all" in the beginning of operative paragraphs 1 and 2. He 
further indicated that he was willing to introduce certain 
other changes in order to further revise the text, provided 
that no formal amendments were submitted to it. 

26. Amendments to draft resolution A/C.3/3l/L.34, 
submitted by the German Democratic Republic (A/C.3/ 
31/L.43), called for the following changes: 

(a) The insertion of the following new paragraph after 
the first preambular paragraph: 

"Recalling its resolution 3103 (XXVIII), solemnly pro· 
claiming the basic principles of the legal status of the 
combatants struggling against colonial and alien domina· 
tion and racist regimes"; 

(b) The combining of the fourth and fifth preambular 
paragraphs into the following paragraph: 

"Concerned about the fact that in many parts of the 
world numerous persons are detained or imprisoned as a 
result of their struggle for self-determination and national 
independence, against colonialism, aggression, foreign 
occupation, apartheid, racism and all forms of racial 
discrimination"; 

(c) The replacement, in operative paragraph I, of the 
words "Requests all" by the word "Invites"; 

(d) The deletion, in operative paragraph I (a), of the last 
phrase reading "by reason of their political opinions or 
convictions" and the addition of the words "as a result of 
their struggle for self -determination, independence, the 
elimination of apartheid, and all forms of racial discrimina· 
lion and the termination of gross and consistent violations 
of human rights"; 

(e) The replacement of operative paragraph 2 by the 
following text: 

"2. Demands an immediate and unconditional release 
of all persons mentioned in paragraph I (a) above"; 

(f) The replacement of operative paragraph 3 by the 
following text: 

"3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
give special attention to the question of safeguarding the 
human rights of all persons who are detained or im
prisoned as a result of their struggle for self-determination 
and national independence, against colonialism, aggres
sion, foreign occupation, apartheid, racism and racial 
discrimination, and the termination of gross and consis
tent violations of human rights." 

27. At the 63rd meeting, on 30 November, the represen
tative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic intro
duced a draft resolution (A/C.3/3!/L.37) entitled "Protec
tion of persons detained or imprisoned as a result of their 
struggle for self-determination, independence and social 
progress against colonialism, aggression and foreign occupa
tion, racism, apartheid and racial discrimination", which 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3246 (XXIX) and 3382 
(XXX), which reaffirmed the legitimacy of the 
struggle of peoples for liberation from colonial and 
foreign domination by all available means, including 
armed struggle, and demanded full respect for the basic 
human rights of all individuals detained or imprisoned as 
a result of their struggle for self-determination and 
independence, and their immediate release, 

"Noting with appreciation the progress achieved in the 
elimination of colonialism and the realization of the right 
of peoples to self-determination, 

"Expressing its serious concern regarding the continuing 
denial of the right to self-determination of the peoples of 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and Palestine and other peoples 
fighting for the realization of their right to self
determination and their liberation from colonialism and 
racism, 

"Recalling that the Security Council, in its resolution 
392 ( 1976) once again strongly condemned the policy of 
apartheid as a crime against the conscience and dignity of 
mankind and a serious breach of international peace and 
security and emphasized the legitimacy of the struggle of 
the people of South Africa for the elimination of 
apartheid and racial discrimination, 

"Emphasizing the necessity of respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as 
to race, sex, language or religion, 

"Recalling its resolution 3103 (XXVIII), which sol
emnly proclaimed the basic principles of the legal status 
of the combatants struggling against colonial and alien 
domination and racist regimes, 
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"1. txpresses its solidarity with the fighters for 
national independence and social progress of peoples, 
against colonialism, apartheid, racism and foreign 
occupation: 

"2. Fmphas1:es aga/11 that any attempts to suppress 
the struggle against colonial domination and racist 
regimes arc incompatible with the Charter of the United 
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

"3. Demands the release of all individuals detained or 
imprisoned as a result of their struggle for self-determi
nation, independence and social progress of peoples, 
against colonialism, aggression and foreign occupation, 
raclSin, apartheid and racial discrimination; 

"4. Insists that the ranst regimes of southern Africa 
should immediately and unconditionally release all indi
viduals detained or imprisoned for their views or for their 
opposition to apartheid, racism and colonialism; 

"5. Calls upon Member States to provide support and 
assistance in all fields to the peoples fighting for their 
liberation from colonialism, foreign occupation, racism 
and racial discrimination; 

"6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
give particular attention to the question of the release of 
individuals detained or imprisoned as a result of their 
participation in the struggle for self-determination and 
independence of peoples, against colonialism, foreign 
occupation and domination, racism and racial discrimi
nation; 

"7. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
submit, through the Economic and Social Council, a 
report on the implementation of the present resolution to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session." 

28. An amendment (A/C.3/31/L.44) to draft resolution 
A/C.3/31/L.37, submitted by Algeria, Egypt, Iraq and the 
Syrian Arab Republic, called for the replacement of 
operative paragraph 4 by the following text: 

"4. Insists that Israel and the racist minority regimes 
in southern Africa should immediately and uncondi
tionally release all individuals detained or imprisoned 
because of their struggle for self-determination and 
national independence, and against apartheid, all forms of 
racism and racial discrimination, colonialism and foreign 
occupation". 

29. At the 68th meeting, on 3 December, the Com
mittee adopted, without a vote, a draft decision concerning 
draft resolutions A/C.3/31/L.34 and A/C.3/3l/L.37 (see 
para. 41 below). 

Draft resolutions A/C3/31/L.36 and Rev. I 

30. The Committee had before it draft resolution 
A/C.3/31/L.36, entitled "Emergency assistance for South 
African refugee students'', which was sponsored by 

Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

I Text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 and 2 
same as co"esponding text in draft resolution IV con
tained in paragraph 40 below/; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of 
urgency, to consult with the Governments of Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland, with a view to taking immediate 
steps to provide appropriate emergency financial and 
other forms of assistance for the care, subsistence and 
education of these refugee students; 

"4. Calls upon UNESCO, UNDP, UNHCR and other 
United Nations bodies, as may be appropriate to co
operate fully with the Secretary-General, in the imple
mentation of the programme of assistance; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the situa
tion under review and to report to the General Assembly 
as and when necessary." 

The representative of Mauritius became a sponsor of the 
draft resolution; he introduced the text at the 63rd meeting 
and announced that it had been revised by the addition 
between operative paragraphs 3 and 4 of a new operative 
paragraph, which read as follows: 

"Urges all States to respond generously to any appeals 
which the Secretary-General might make for assistance 
for those refugees;". 

He also announced that Algeria, Bangladesh, the Congo, 
Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea
Bissau, India, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Norway, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Togo, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and 
Zambia had become sponsors of the draft resolution. 

31. At the 66th meeting, on 2 December, the represen
tative of Botswana introduced a revised draft resolution 
(A/C.3/31/L.36/Rev.l) which was sponsored by Mali and 
the Sudan in addition to the sponsors of the initial text 
mentioned above, and subsequently also by Benin and 
Guyana. 

32. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, 
without a vote, the revised draft resolution (A/C.3/3l/ 
L.36/Rev.l) (see para. 40 below, draft resolution IV). 

Draft resolutions A/C3j31 jL.39 and Rev. I 

33. At the 63rd meeting, on 30 November, the repre
sentative of Algeria introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
3l/L.39) entitled "Measures to improve the situation and 
ensure the human rights and dignity of migrant workers", 
which was subsequently also sponsored by Benin, 
Colombia, Italy, Jamaica, Lesotho, Mali, Mexico, Trinidad 
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and Tobago, Tunisia and Yugoslavia. The text read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

[Text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1, 
2 (a), 2 (b) and 3 same as corresponding text in draft 
resolution V contained in paragraph 40 below./ 

"2. 0 0 0 

"(c) Pending the conclusion of such agreements, to 
adopt the appropriate measures to ensure that the 
fundamental human rights of all migrant workers, irre
spective of their immigration status, are fully respected; 

"4. Invites all States to intensify efforts to enlighten 
public opinion in host countries on the importance of the 
contribution made by migrant workers to economic and 
social development and to raising the level of living in 
such countries; 

"5. Calls upon the United Nations organs and spe
cialized agencies, including the lLO, concerned with the 
question of migrant workers to continue devoting their 
attention to this question; 

"6. Recommends the Commission on Human Rights 
and the Economic and Social Council to consider this 
question at their next sessions on the basis of the 
instruments adopted and the documents and studies 
prepared by the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies." 

34. At the 65th meeting, on 1 December, the represen
tative of Morocco introduced amendments (A/C.3/31/L.42) 
to draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.39 which called for the 
following: 

(a) The replacement of operative paragraph 1 by the 
following text: 

"1. Calls upon all States to ratify the lLO Convention 
concerning Migrations in Abusive Conditions and the 
Promotion of Equality of Opportunity and Treatment of 
Migrant Workers"; 

(b) the insertion, after operative paragraph 3, of a new 
paragraph reading as follows: 

"4. Further im•ites Governments of countries of origin 
to give the widest possible dissemination to information 
calculated to pre-advise and protect migrants". 

35. At the 66th meeting, on 2 December, the represen
tative of the United Kingdom introduced an oral subamend
ment to the first of the amendments by Morocco (A/C.3/ 
31/L.42) to replace the word "ratify" by the words 
"consider ratifying" in the proposed new operative para
graph 1. The subamendment was accepted by Morocco and 
the Moroccan amendments, as revised, were also accepted 

by the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.39. with a 
modification as to the placement of the first amendment in 
the text. 

36. At the same meeting, the representative of L:rugua) 
orally proposed two amendments to draft resolution 
A/C.3/31/L.39 which called for the following: 

(a) The addition of a new last preambular paragraph to 
read as follows: 

"Taking note of the report of the Seminar on the 
Human Rights of Migrant Workers, held at Tunis from 12 
to 24 November 1975"; 

(b) The insertion, between operative paragraphs 5 and 6 
of a new paragraph to read as follows: 

"Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
sider the study of the Special Rapporteur of the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities on the exploitation of labour 
through illicit and clandestine trafficking and to forward 
it to the General Assembly through the Economic and 
Social Council". 

37. The sponsors of the draft resolution, joined by the 
Niger, Senegal, the United Republic of Cameroon and the 
Upper Volta, submitted a revised text (A/C.3/31/L.39/ 
Rev.l), which read as follows: 

-
"The General Assembly, 

[Text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 to 7 
same as corresponding text in draft resolution V con
tained in paragraph 40 below.[ 

"8. Recommends the Commission on Human Rights 
and the Economic and Social Council to consider this 
question at their next sessions on the basis of the 
instruments adopted and the documents and studies 
prepared by the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies." 

38. At the 68th meeting, the representative of Algeria, 
on behalf of the sponsors, further orally revised draft 
resolution A/C.3/31/L.39/Rev.l by adding, at the end of 
operative paragraph 8, the following text: 

"including the study of the Special Rapporteur on the 
exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine 
trafficking and the report of the Seminar on the Human 
Rights of Migrant Workers, held at Tunis from 12 to 24 
November 1975". 

39. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, 
without a vote, draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.39/Rev.l, as 
orally revised (see para. 40 below, draft resolution V). 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

40. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

lntcmatumal }'ear for Disahlcd Persons 

Reaj}trnzinf{ 1ts deep-rooted faith in human rights and 
fundamrntJI freedoms. the pnnciples of peace, the dignity 
and worth of the human person and the promotion of 
social JUStJce, as proclaimed b:, the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

Rccallnzg 1ts resolution 21)56 (XXVI) of 20 December 
i 971 proclaiming the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally 
Retarded Persons. 

Recalling 1ts resolutnm 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 
proclauning the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled 
?ersons. 

Recalling its rcsulutwn 31/1',2 of 13 December 1976 on 
the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Disabled Persons. 

I. Proclaims the year 1981 International Year for 
Disabled Persons. with the theme "full participation"; 

2. Dcddcs to devote that year to the realization of a set 
of obJeCtives, inclmlmg, 

(a) Helping ch:-.:tbled persons in their physical and psycho
logiC.Jl adjustment to ~ociety; 

fh; P10moting ;1}] national and international efforts to 
provide disabled persons with proper assistance, training, 
care and guidance, to make available opportunities for 
suitable work and to ensure the1r full integration in society; 

(c) l~liC<Hlraging study and research projects designed to 
facilitate the practical participation of disabled persons in 
daily life. for example, b~ improving their access to public 
buildings and transportatJOn systems; 

(d) Educating am! 11Itonnmg the public of the rights of 
disabled per,ons to partiCipate 111 and contribute to vanous 
aspects of cconomi<-, 'ocial and political life; 

( e} l'ronwt Illg e I I<' dive measures for the prevention of 
disability ~llld r\lr the n:habi!Jtation of (hsabled persons; 

3. lm·lfn all Member States and the organizations 
co1Werncd 1u [!IV~' tlwi1 attention to the establishment of 
mea,<~rc<, and p1 ngrJmmes to implement the objectives of 
the lnternatJoil~l \ear for Disabled Persons; 

4. Hufli<'Sts the· Seer<' tar;. -Gene1al to cbborate, in con
;,ult:IIJnn \'.Jtl! llkmri'I Statt'>, speL'ialized agenCies and the 
<ng~nJJ.J:H•Ih c•Htc'crne;!. ;,r.d to submit tL• the General 
,'\ssc:11hly :d JLi timt) -sccund ~L'SS](ln a draft programme for 
th: In tcr:1ai Junal 'len tnr Uis~thlcd Persons: 

:'. /lel'i<I<'S tu mcluck l!l the pro\!J~;innal agenda of its 
thnt)-S•!n•ud 'c:,<;I!',IJ an 1ll'm entitled ''lnki:latwnal Year 
I!\! lJJs:·bi.:d i\'ic<'L~ '. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Protection of human rights in Chile 

The General Assembly, 

Reiterating its responsibility under the Charter of the 
United Nations to promote and encourage respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 

Recalling ~hat, in accordance with the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights,2I everyone has the right to life, 
liberty and the security of person and the right not to be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile, or to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons 
from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, unanimously 
adopted in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Considering that, in its resolution 3448 (XXX) of 
9 December 1975, the General Assembly expressed its 
profound distress at the constant and flagrant violations of 
human rights which have taken place and continue to take 
place in Chile, including the institutionalized practice of 
torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment, arbitrary arrest, detention and exile, 

Reaffirming once more its condemnation of all forms of 
torture and of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, 

Considering that its previous appeals to the Chilean 
authorities and, likewise, appeals by the Economic and 
Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights, the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities, the International Labour Organi
sation, the World Health Organization and the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
for the restoration and safeguarding of basic human rights 
and fundamental freedoms in Chile have hitherto remained 
unheeded, 

Bearing in mind resolutions 8 (XXXI) of 27 February 
1975,2 2 and 3 (XXXII) of 19 February 19762 3 of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 

Taking intu account resolution 3 B (XXIX) of 31 August 
197624 of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi
nation and Protection of Minorities, 

Having considered the reports of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on the Situation of Human Rights in Chile 
( A/1 0285, annex; A/31/253. annex), as well as the docu
ments submitted by the Chilean authorities (A/C.1/31/4-6 
and A/C.3/31/6/Add.1), 

11 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). 

22 Sec Official Records of the Hconomic and Social C<mndl, 
Fiftv-eighth Se~swn, Supplement No 4, chap. XXI!l. 

23 Ibid., Sixtieth Session, Supplement No 3, d1ap. XX. 

24 See 1,/CNA/1218 . .:hap XVII, part A. 
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Taking note of the statement by the Chilean authorities 
of 16 November 1976. brought to the attention of the 
General Assembly by a letter from the Permancn t Repre
sentative of Chile (A/C.3/31/11 ), 

Commending the Chairman and the members of the Ad 
Hoc Working Group for the thorough and objective manner 
in which the report was prepared, despite the refusal of the 
Chilean authorities to permit the Group to visit the country 
in accordance with its mandate, 

Concluding that constant and flagrant violations of basic 
human rights and fundamental freedoms continue to take 
place in Chile, 

I. t:>:prcsses its profound indignation that constant and 
flagrant violations of human nghts have taken place and 
continue to take place in Chile, in particular the institu
tionalized practice of torture. crue I, inhuman and degrading 
treatment or punishment, the disappearance of persons for 
political reasons, arbitrary arrest, detention, exile and cases 
of deprivation of Chilean nationality; 

2. Calls once more upon the Chilean authorities to 
restore and safeguard, without delay, basic human rights 
and fundamental freedoms and fully to respect provisions 
of the international instruments to which Chile is a party 
and, to this end: 

(a) To cease using the state of siege or emergency for the 
purpose of violating human rights and fundamental free
doms and, having regard to the observations by the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on the Situation of Human Rights in Chile, 
to re-examine the basis on which the state of siege or 
emergency is applied with a view to its termination; 

(b) To put an end to the practice of torture and other 
forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment by Chilean State agencies, particularly the Dirccci6n 
de lnteligencia Nacional, and to prosecute and punish those 
who are responsible: 

(c) To clanfy forthwith the status of individuals whose 
disappearance is attnbutable to political reasons; 

(d) To release nnmediatcly those who have been :ubi
trarily arrested or detained without charge and those who 
are ill prison solely for political reasons; 

(e) To release. furthermore, those who arc detamed or 
imprisoned on account of acts or omissions which did not 
constitute a criminal offence at the time they were 
committed; 

(j) To guarantee fully the right of habeas corpus 
(ampuro ); 

(g) To cease the arbitrary deprivation of Chilean 
nJtionality and to restore it to those who have been so 
depnved; 

(h) To Iespect the nght of everyone to freedom ot 
a'SO( iatic'll with others. mcludmg the right to form and join 
trad~ unions for the protection of Ius interests. 

(1) To guarantee the right to mtellectual freedom, 

3. Deplores the fact that, despite previous assurances to 
the contrary, the Chilean authorities persistently refuse to 
allow the Ad Hoc Working Group to visit the country in 
accordance with its mandate: 

4. !nPites Member States, United Nations agencies and 
international organil.ations to take steps which they may 
consider appropriate as a contribution to the restoration 
and safeguarding of human nghts and fundamental free
doms in Chile, in accordance with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and 
welcomes the steps already taken to this end; 

5. lnPites the CommissiOn on Human Rights: 

(a) To extend the mandate of the Ad Hoc Working 
Croup, as presently constituted, so as to enable it to report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session, and to 
the Commission, at its tlmty -fourth session, with such 
additional information as may be necessary; 

(b) To formulate recommendations on possible humani
tarian. legal ami financial aid to those arbitranly arrested or 
imprisoned, to those forced to leave the country and to 
their relatives: 

(c) To consider the consequences of the various forms of 
aid extended to the Chilean authorities; 

6. Requests the President of the thirty-first session of 
the General Assembly and the Secretary-General to assist in 
any way they may consider appropriate in the re-estab
lishment of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms 
in Chile. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION Ill 

Accession to and implementation of tlze 19 71 Com·ention on 
Psyclzotropzc Substances 

T7ze General Assemb(v, 

Recalling its resolutwn 3443 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 
concerning the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Sub
stances2 s and its resolution 3445 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975 on adequate pnority for narcotics control, 

Noting with satisfaction; that the Convention entered into 
force on 16 August 1976, 

Conl'inced that that event constitutes an important step 
towards the estabh,hment of effective mternationa1 control 
of the licit trade and the prevention of the illicit traffic in 
psychotropic substances through prompt and satisfactory 
Implementation of the provisiOns of the Convention at the 
national and international levels, 

Recogmzmg that, in pursuance of Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1576(L) of 20 May 1971, many States 
have already applied provisionally the control measures 
provided for in the Convention and have voluntarily 

25 See Oftlczal Records of the Umted !•.'atiolls Conference for the 
Adoption oj a Protocol on Psychotrnptc Substances, val. I (United 
Nahom publication, Sale> No. f· 73.Xl.3). part four. 
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co-operated with one another and with the international 
drug control bodies, particularly by furnishing pertinent 
information, a course of action which should be continued, 

Aware, however, that complete and effective control 
requires universal accession to the Convention and, in 
particular, the accession of countries in which psychotropic 
substances are manufactured, 

Realizing that the Convention imposes substantial addi
tional responsibilities on the drug control bodies of the 
United Nations and on the World Health Organization, 

I. Reiterates its appeal to all States not yet parties to 
the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances promptly 
to take the necessary steps to accede to it and requests the 
Secretary-General to transmit this appeal to the Govern
ments concerned; 

2. Appeals to all parties to the Convention and to the 
international drug control bodies to implement its pro
visions by adopting suitable legislative and administrative 
measures, as provided for in the Convention; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General and the Director
General of the World Health Organization to take into 
consideration the responsibilities assigned to the drug 
control bodies of the United Nations and to the World 
Health Organization by the 1971 Convention on Psycho
tropic Substances. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Emergent: I' assistance for South African refugee studellts 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/6 I of 9 November 1976 
relating to the item entitled "Policies of apartheid of the 
Government of South Africa", 

Notilzg that, in particular, paragraph 12 of the above
mentioned resolution calls upon Member States and the 
specialized agencies, through emergency joint projects and 
financial assistance, to help Lesotho and other countries 
bordering South Africa to ensure the provision of educa
tional facilities to the rapidly growing number of refugee 
students from South Africa, 

Concerned about the continuing influx of refugees, 
including in particular large numbers of South African 
students fleeing to the bordering States of Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland, thus imposing a heavy burden on 
the limited resources and employment opportunities of 
these countries, 

1. Reaffirms that humanitarian assistance by the inter
national community to all those persecuted under repres
sive and discriminatory legislation in South Africa, Namibia 
and Southern Rhodesia is appropriate and essential; 

2. Recognizes the urgent need to organize an effective 
programme of international assistance to help in dealing 
with the recent South African student refugee problem in 
countries bordering South Africa; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of ur
gency, to consult with the Governments of Botswana, 
Lesotho and Swaziland with a view to taking immediate 
steps to organize and provide appropriate emergency 
financial and other forms of assistance for the care, 
subsistence, and education of these refugee students; 

4. Urges all States to respond generously to any appeals 
which the Secretary-General might make for assistance for 
these refugees; 

5. Calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, 
the United Nations Educational and Training Programme 
for Southern Africa and other United Nations bodies and 
organs, as may be appropriate, to co-operate fully with the 
Secretary-General in the implementation of the programme 
of assistance; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the situation 
under review and to report to the General Assembly as and 
when necessary. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Measures to imprm•e the situation and ensure the human 
rights and dignity of all migrant workers 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the terms of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights26 and of the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,2' 

Considering the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions of 19612" and the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations of 1963,211 

Considering also the Migrant Workers (Supplementary 
Provisions) Convention, 1975,Jo and the Recommendation 
concerning Migrant Workers, 1975,31 adopted by the 
General Conference of the International Labour Organi
sation, 

Recalling its resolutions 2920 (XXVII) of 15 November 
1972, 3224 (XXIX) of 6 November 1974 and 3449 (XXX) 
of 9 December 1975 concerning migrant workers, and 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1749 (LIV) of 16 
May 1973, in which the Council affirmed the need for the 
United Nations to consider the situation of migrant workers 
in an interrelated manner and in relation with general 
factors which have a bearing on human rights and human 
dignity, 

26 General Assembly resolution 217 A (Ill). 
27 General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX), annex. 
28 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 500, No. 7310, p. 95. 
29 Ibid., vol. 596, No. 8638, p. 261. 
30 Convention No. 143 (Convention concerning Migrations in 

Abusive Conditions and the Promotion of Equality of Opportunity 
and Treatment of Migrant Workers), adopted by the General 
Conference of the International Labour Organisation on 24 June 
1975. 

31 Recommendation 151, adopted by the General Conference of 
the International Labour Organisation on 24 June 1975. 
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A ware that the problem of migrant workers continues to 
be of maJor importance to many States, despite the 
ex1stencc of international instruments and despite efforts 
exerted by certam States, including the adoption of 
bilateral agreements, 

BelieJ•ing that this problem is becoming more serious in 
certam regions for political, economic, social and cultural 
reasons, 

Sawusly concerned at the de facto discrimination fre
quently suffered by alien workers in some countries despite 
the legislative and other efforts exerted to prevent and 
punish it, 

Notmg with satisfaction the work done in the field of 
migrant workers by the specialized agencies, particularly 
the International Labour Organisation, and by other United 
Nations organs, such as the Sub-Commission on Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 

1. Calls upon all States, taking into account the pro
visions of the relevant instruments adopted by the Inter
national Labour Organisation and of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, to take measures to prevent and put an end 
to all discrimination against migrant workers, and to ensure 
the Implementation of such measures; 

2. bmtes all States: 

(a) To extend to migrant workers having regular status in 
their territories treatment equal to that enJoyed by their 
own nationals with regard to the protection of human 
rights and to the provisions of their labour legislation and 
their social legislation; 

(b) To promote and facilitate by all means in their power 
the implementation of the relevant international instru
ments and the adoption of bilateral agreements designed, 
inter alia, to eliminate the illicit traffic in alien workers; 

(c) To adopt, pending the conclusion of such agreements, 
the appropnate measures to ensure that the fundamental 
human rights of all migrant workers, irrespective of their 
immigration status, are fully respected under their national 
legislation; 

3. lm•ites Governments of host countries to make 
arrangements for information and reception facilities and to 
put into effect policies relating to training, health, housing 
and educatioml and cultural development for migrant 
workers and their families, and to guarantee the free 

exercise by them of activities calculated to preserve their 
cultural values; 

4. Further inritcs Governments of countries of origin to 
give the widest possible dissemination to information 
calculated to pre-advise and protect migrants; 

5. lm·ites all States to intensify efforts to enlighten 
public opinion in host countries on the importance of the 
contribution made by migrant workers to economic and 
social development and to raising the level of hving in such 
countries; 

6. Calls upon all States to give consideration to ratifying 
the Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Con
vention, 1975, adopted by the General Conference of the 
International Labour Organisation, 

7. Calls upon the United Nations organs and specialired 
agenCies, including the International Labour Organisation, 
concerned with the question of migrant workers to con
tinue devoting their attention to this question: 

8. Recommends that the Commission on Human R1ghts 
and the Economic and Social CounCJI should consider this 
question at their next sessions on the bas1s of the 
instruments adopted and the documents ami studies pre
pared by the United Nations and the specialized agencies, 
including the study by the Special Rapporteur on the 
exploitation of labour through illic1t and clandestine 
trafficking3 2 and the report of the Seminar on the Human 
R1ghts of Migrant Workers, held at Tunis from I 2 to :::'4 
November !975.33 

* * * 

41. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the followmg draft decision: 

"The General Assembly, cvns1dering that the Third 
Committee has taken note of draft resolutivns .\/C .3/31/ 
L.34 and A/C.3/31/L.37, submitted m connexion with 
the consideration of item 12 of the agenda, but that the 
Committee has been unable, for lack of tunc, to cons1dcr 
them in detail, decides to postpone further consideration 
of those draft resoluhons until its thirty-second session. 
and to take them up at that session under the item 
entitled 'Report of the Fconomic and Sou3l Cuuncil' '' 

32 E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.640. 
33 ST/TAO/HR/50. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/466 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

[Original: English/ 
[22 December 1976/ 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to allocate to the Fifth 
Committee, for its consideration under agenda item 12, the 
following parts of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council on the work of its organizational session for 1976 
and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions (A/31/3): chapter 
III, sections D to J; chapter IV, section F; chapter VI, 
sections B to D; chapter VII, sections A, C, D and F; and 
chapter VIII, sections G and H. 

2. At its 6lst meeting, on 21 December 1976, the 
Committee considered the administrative and budgetary 
aspects of those sections which it had not already con
sidered under other agenda items during the current session, 

namely, chapter III, section I, dealings with natural 
resources; chapter III, section J, dealing with regional 
co-operation; chapter VI, section D, dealing with the 
United Nations Decade for Women, 1976-1985; and 
chapter VII, section F, dealing with assistance in cases of 
natural disaster and other disaster situations. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee decided, 
without objection, to recommend that the General 
Assembly should take note of chapter III (sections I and J), 
chapter VI (section D), and chapter VII (section F), of the 
report of the Economic and Social Council. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 24 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in part one of its report 
(A/31 /338, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 31/17.34 

At its 84th plenary meeting, on I December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Second Committee in part two of its report 
(A/31/338/Add.l, para. 7). For the final texts, see resolutions 31/42 and 31/43.34 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I to V submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/395, 
para. 40). Draft resolution I was adopted; draft resolution II was adopted by a recorded 
vote of 95 to 12, with 25 abstentions; draft resolution III was adopted. An oral 
amendment submitted by Nigeria, proposing to add to operative paragraph 3 of draft 
resolution IV the words "and the liberation movements concerned" after the word 
"Swaziland" was adopted by a vote of 98 to none, with 29 abstentions. Draft resolution 
IV, as amended, was adopted. Draft resolution V was adopted. For the final texts, see 
resolutions 31/123 to 31/127.34 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly adopted the draft decision submitted by 
the Third Committee in paragraph 41 of its report (see decision 31/41434 ). 

At its 1 06th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I to IX submitted by the Second Committee in part three of its report 
( A/31 /338/ Add.2, para. 50). Draft resolutions I to VI, VIII and IX were adopted without 
a vote; draft resolution VII was adopted by a roll-call vote of 107 to 2, with 26 
abstentions. For the final texts, see resolutions 31/180 to 31/188.34 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted draft decisions I to III recommended by 
the Second Committee in paragraph 51 of its report (A/31 /338/ Add.2) (see decision 
31/42234). 

At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation of the Fifth Committee in paragraph 3 of its report (A/31/466). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly took note of chapters I and VIII (sections A to F) 
of the report of the Economic and Social Council (A/31 /3) (see decision 31 /4283 4 ). 

34 See Official Records of the General Assemh(l', Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Commission on Transnational Corporations· letter dated 4 March 1976 
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Secretary-General 

Idem: note verbale dated 8 March 197 6 from the mission of the German 
Democratic Republic to the Secretary-General 
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Commission on Transnational Corporations: letter dated 2 3 March 1976 
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Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic to the Secretary-General 
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and Northern Ireland and the United States of America to the 
Secretary-General 

Idem: Jetter dated 27 July 1976 from the representative of the Federal 
Republic of Germany to the Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 29 July 1976 from the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General transmitting the documents of the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countnes 

Commission on Transnational Corporations: note verbale dated 15 
September 1976 from the mission of the German Democratic Republic 
to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General transmitting the texts of the resolutions adopted by 
the Seventh Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report ot the Ad Hoc 
Workmg Group on the Situation of Human Rights in Chile 

Implementation of the medium-term and long-term recovery and re
habilitation programme in the Sudano-Sahelian region: report of the 
Secretary -General 

Assistance to Mozambique: note by the Secretary-General 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation on its activities as at mid
September 1976 

Observations and references 

Oj{lcial Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty· first Session, 
Supplement No. 3 

Ibid., Supplement No. JA, 
chaps VIII and X 
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Permant:nt sowrt:ignty over national rcsources in the o~~upied Arab 
territories: note by the Secretary-General 

Umted Nations Water Conference: report of the Secretary-General 

United Nation' Conference on Science and Technology for Development: 
letter dated I October 1976 from the representative of Austria to the 
Secretary-General 

Idem. letter dated 8 October 1976 from the representativc of the 
Philippines to the Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 18 October 1976 from the representative of Mexico to 
the Secretary-General 

!dCin- ddmmistrative and financial Implications of draft resolution A/C.2/ 
31/L.SO/Rev.l note by the Secretary-General 

Idem. telegram dated 26 November 1976 from the Director-General of the 
United Nation' Fducational, Scicntitic and Cultural Organization to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft re,olution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Ora ft resolution 

Dratt resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft decision 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolutiOn 

Amendments to document A/C.2/31/L.50 

Draft resolution 

Draft decisions 

Amendment to document A/C.2/31/L.50/Rev.l 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and tinancial implications of draft resolution A/C.2/31/ 
L.43/Rev.l: note by the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Letter dated 21 September 1976 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Republic to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Chile to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 13 October 1976 from the representative of Chile to the 
Secretary-General 

Observatwns of the Government of Chile on the report of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on the Situation of Human Rights in Chile 
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Letter dated 16 November 1976 from the representative of Chile to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 19 November 197 6 from the repre,entatrve of Chi1e to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 30 November 1976 from the representative of the limon of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 3 December 1976 from the representative of Clule to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft re~olution 

Draft resol utwn 

Revised draft re~olution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolutiOn 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Amendments to document A/C.3/31/L.39 

Amendment> to document A/C.3/31/L.34 

Amendment to document A/C.3/31/L.37 

Measure~ agarnst corrupt practice' of transnatiOnal and other corporations, 
then mtermedianes and other~ mvolved report of the Secretary-General 

Establishment of a network for the exchange of technological mformatrow 
report of the Secretary-General 

Immediate needs resultmg from economiC emergency situatiOns· report of 
the Secretary-General 

Observatums and references 

For the sponsors and the text, 
;ee A/31/395, paras. 14 and 
40, draft re,olutwn I 

Idem. pard. 16 

Idem, paras. 16, 17 and 40, 
draft re~olutwn II 

Idem, para. 20 

Idem, para>. 22 and 40, draft 
resolution Ill 

Idem, para. 24 

Idem, para. 30 

Idem, paras. 31 and 40, draft 
resolutiOn IV 

Idem, para 27 

Idem, para. 33 

Idem, paras 37, 38 and 40. 
draft rewlutron V 

Idem, para 34 

Idem. para. 26 

Idem, pard. 28 

Administratrl'e and financial implicatwns oj proposals made durrng the session 

lmphcatwm of Econonuc and Social Council deciSion 195 (LXI): note by 
the Secretary-General 

Implications oj draft resolutio11s II' a11d V and draft decision I submitted by 
the Second Committee ill docume111 A/31 /338/Add.2 

Note by the Secretary-General (draft remlutron IV) 

Idem (draft decisiOn I) 

Idem (draft resolution V) 

Report of the Advi~ory Comnuttce on Admmi,trative and Budgetary 
Question> (draft resolutwn V) 

Report of the Fifth Comnuttce 

See Ofjicral Records oj the Gen
eral Assemhlv. Thrrtl'·frrst 
Sesszon, Supplement No. 8 

lbrd .. Thirty-first Sessron. An· 
nexes, agenda Item 92 
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Document No. 

A/31/5 

Agenda item 13:* Report of the International Court of Justice 

ACTION TAKEN BY TilE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its I 05th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1976, the General Assembly took note 
of the report of the International Court of Justice (A/31/5) (see Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplemf!nt No. 39, decision 31/418). 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 13. 

Title or description Observations and references 

Report of the International Court of Justice (1 August 1974-31 July Official Records of the General 
1976) Assembly, ThirtY· first Session, 

Supplement No. 5 

• For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty· first Session, Plenary Meetings, 105 th meeting. 

Utho in United Nations, New York 
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Agenda item 14:* Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency** 

CONTENTS 

Document No, Title Page 

A/31/1.16 India, Poland and Senegal: draft resolution ................ , ... , •. , ..... , . , ....... , 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , .... , . , , .•.. , , , . 2 

Check list of documents ................................................... , . , ... , , .. , . , , , , • . . . . . 2 

* For the discussion of this item, see OffiCial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 59th to 61st 
meetings. 

**Since 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth to twenty-ninth sessions 
(agenda item 15) and thirtieth session (item 14). 

DOCUMENT A/3l/L.l6 

India, Poland and Senegal: draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to the General Assembly for the year 
1975,1 

Aware that the statement of the Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency of 9 November 19762 
provides additional information on the main developments 
in the Agency's activities, 

Considering the nearly unanimous projection of ever 
increasing world demand for energy and noting that in 
1977, its twentieth anniversary, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency will hold a major conference on nuclear 
power and its fuel cycle at Salzburg, Austria, to assess the 
over-all role to be played by nuclear energy as an alternative 
energy source presently available, 

Appreciating the efforts of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in helping developing countries, through its 
expanded training programmes, to meet their manpower 
requirements for the management, safety and engineering 
aspects of their nuclear power projects, 

Noting with satisfaction that the report of the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Group on Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful Pur· 

1 International Atomic Energy Agency, Annual Report for 1975 
(Vienna, July 1976); transmitted to the members of the General 
Assembly by a note of the Secretary-General (A/31/171 ). 

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Plenary Meetings, 59th meeting, paras. 92·129. 

/Original: English] 
/8 November 1976] 

poses, set up by the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
will deal with the economic, technical, safety and legal 
aspects of nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes as well 
as the factors involved in the establishment and operation 
of an international service on nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes, 

1. Takes note of the report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency; 

2. Welcomes the important steps taken during the year 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency in concluding 
safeguards agreements with many States; 

3. Urges all States to continue to co-operate with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and to take all 
necessary measures to enhance the recognized efforts of the 
Agency in the fulfilment of its tasks in the various fields of 
the peaceful uses of atomic energy in accordance with its 
statute; 

4. Commends the International Atomic Energy Agency 
on the role it played in the preparation of the latest survey 
of uranium resources and demand and urges that such 
survey should be kept under constant review; 

5. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the Inter· 
national Atomic Energy Agency in connexion with its work 
regarding the physical protection of nuclear materials and 
its detailed study of the concept of regional fuel cycle 
centres; 

Annexes (XXXI) 14 
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6. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency to 

inform the General Assembly at its thirty-second session of 

the results of the Salzburg conference; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Director General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency the records of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly relating to the Agency's activities. 

Document No. 

A/31/171 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 61st plenary meeting, on 10 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/31/L.16. For the final text, see Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, resolution 31/11. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 14 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting to the General Assembly the 
twentieth report of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

Obaervations and reference~~ 

Mimeographed. For the report, 
see International Atomic En· 
ergy Agency, Annual Report 
for 1975 (Vienna, July 1976) 
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Agenda item 17: * Appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

DOCUMENT A/31/393 

Letter dated 7 December 1976 from the President of the Security Council 
to the President of the General Assembly 

[Original: English] 
[7 December 1976] 

I have the honour to inform you that the Security Council, at its 1978th meeting, 
held in private on 7 December 1976, unanimously adopted resolution 400 (1976) 
concerning the appointment of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The 
resolution reads as follows: 

"The Security Council, 

"Having considered the question of the recommendation for the appointment of 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

"Recommends to the General Assembly that Mr. Kurt Waldheim be appointed 
Secretary-General of the United Nations for a second term of office from I January 
1977 to 31 December 1981." 

The General Assembly, 

(Signed) Ion DATCU 
President of the Security Council 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.28 

Romania: draft resolution 

[Original: English/French] 
[7 December 1976] 

Acting in accordance with the recommendation contained in Security Council 
resolution 400 (1976) of 7 December 1976 (see A/31/393), 

Expressing its appreciation for the effective and dedicated service rendered to the 
United Nations by Mr. Kurt Waldheim during his first term of office, 

Appoints Mr. Kurt Waldheim as Secretary-General of the United Nations for a second 
term of office beginning on I January 1977 aPd ending on 31 December 1981. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 93rd plenary meeting, held on 8 December 1976, the General Assembly 
adopted by acclamation draft resolution A/31/L.28. For the final text, see resolution 
31/60.1 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Plenary Meetings, 93rd meeting. 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

NEW YORK, 1976 
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Agenda item 20:* Election of twelve members of the World Food Council 

DOCUMENT A/31/365 

Note by the Secretary-General 

f Original: French/ 
{29 November 1976/ 

1. The General Assembly, in paragraph 8 of its resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 
December 1974, decided that the World Food Council should consist of 36 members to 
be nominated by the Economic and Social Council and elected by the General Assembly 
for a term of three years, taking into consideration balanced geographical representation, 
with one third of the members retiring every year and the retiring members being eligible 
for re-election. The term of office of the following members expires on 31 December 
1976: Australia, Colombia, Cuba, France, Guatemala, Guinea, India, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Mali, Pakistan, Romania and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

2. By its decision 200 (LXI) of 15 November 1976, the Economic and Social 
Council, acting in pursuance of paragraph 8 of resolution 3348 (XXIX), decided to 
nominate the following 12 States for election by the General Assembly to membership on 
the World Food Council: 

{a) African States: Ivory Coast, Madagascar and Nigeria; 
(b) Asian States: Pakistan and Philippines; 
(c) Latin American States: Cuba, Guatemala and Jamaica; 
(d) Socialist States of Eastern Europe: Poland and Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics; 
(e) Western European and other States: Australia and France. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 84th plenary meeting, on 1 December 1976, the General Assembly, on the basis 
of the nominations by the Economic and Social Council, elected Australia, Cuba, France, 
Guatemala, the Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Madagascar, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Poland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics members of the World Food Council 
for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 1977 (see Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, decision 31/309). 

NEW YORK, 1976 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first session, Plenary Meetings, 84th meeting. 

Utho In United Nations, New York 
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Agenda item 22: * Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 

CONTENTS 

Document No. Title Page 

A/31/226 Note by the Secretary -General 

Action tak<'n by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

*For the discuss10n of th1s 1tem, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·first Session, Plenary Meetings, 40th meeting. 

DOCUMENT A/31/226 

Note by the Secretary-General 

l. The Working Group on United Nations Programme 
and Budget Machinery, which submitted its report to the 
General Assembly at the thirtieth session (A/10117 and 
Corr.1), recommended, among other things, that the terms 
of reference of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination should be changed and that the Committee 
should be responsible to both the Economic and Social 
Council and the Assembly and that it should consist of 21 
States Members of the United Nations, elected by the 
Assembly upon the recommendation of the Council on the 
basis of equitable geographical distribution. 

2. In resolution 3392 (XXX) of 20 November 1975 on 
review of the intergovernmental and expert machinery 
dealing with the formulation, review and approval of 
programmes and budgets, the General Assembly, inter alia, 
referred to the Economic and Social Council the recom
mendations of the Working Group and recommended that 
the Council should take the necessary measures to imple
ment the recommendations for strengthening the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination and improving its 
work. 

3. The Economic and Social Council, in resolution 
2008 (LX) of 14 May 1976, approved the consolidated 
terms of reference for the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination. In accordance with its terms of reference, 
the Committee shall function as the main subsidiary organ 
of the Council and the General Assembly for planning, 
programming and co-ordination. It shall consist of 21 
members to be nominated by the Council and elected by 
th<' Assembly for a term of office of three years on the 
basis of equitable geographical distribution as follows: 

Five from African States; 
Four from As1an States; 
Four from Latin American States: 
Three from socialist States of East~rn Europe; 
Five from Western Euwpean and other States. 

[Original: English/ 
[24 September 1976/ 

4. At present the Committee consists of the following 
States: 

Membership in 1976 

Argentina .................... . ..... . 
Belgium ........................... . 
Brazil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bulgaria ........................... . 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic . . .. . .. . 
Chile ....................... . ..... . 
Denmark ........................... . 
France ... . ........................ . 
Haiti .............................. . 
India ............... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Indonesia .......................... . 
Japan ....................... . ..... . 
Kenya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Pakistan ........................... . 
Togo ............................. , 
Uganda ............................ . 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ......... . 
United Kingdom of Great Bntam and Northern 

Ireland .......................... . 
United Republic of Tanzama ....... . ...... . 
United States of America ........ . ....... . 
Zaire ............................ . . 

Term expirer on 
31 December 

1976 
1978 
1977 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1976 
1976 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1978 
1976 
1976 
1976 

1978 
1977 
1976 
1977 

5. To ftll the seats being vacated by those States whose 
term of office expires on 31 December 1976, the Economic 
and Social Council, by its decision 157 (LX) of 12 May 
1976, nominated the following seven Member States for 
election by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session, 
for a term of three years: 

Argentina 
Colombia 
France 
Sudan 
Uganda 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United States of America 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 40th plenary meeting, on 21 October 1976, the General Assembly, upon the 
recommendation of the Economic and Social Council, elected the following seven States 
as members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination for a term of office of 
three years: Argentina, Colombia, France, Sudan, Uganda, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the United States of America. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-March 1977-2,000 
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* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 60th and 68th 
meetings. 

** This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at the twenty-sixth session (agenda item 20). 

DOCUMENTS A/31/134 AND ADD.l-8 

Memorandum by the Secretary-General containing the list of candidates* 

DOCUMENT A/31/134 

I. Introduction 

-1. As the term of office of the present members of the 
International Law Commission is due to expire at the end 
of 1976, the General Assembly will be required to elect the 
members of the Commission at its thirty-first regular 
session. In accordance with the provisions of articles 5 and 
6 of the statute of the Commission, the Secretary-General, 
on 2 January 1976, transmitted to the Governments of all 
States Members of the United Nations a note verbale 
requesting them to submit in writing, by 1 June 1976, the 
names of the candidates whom they might wish to 
nominate for election to the Commission as well as 
statements of qualit1cations of such candidates. 

2. In pursuance of article 6 of the statute of the 
Commission, the Secretary-General has the honour to 
transmit to the Governments of States Members of the 
United Nations a list of the names of candidates submitted 
by 1 June 1976. The list, including also the names of the 
sponsoring Member States, appears in section IV of the 
present document. In this respect, the Secretary-General 
wishes to draw the attention of the Assembly to the fact 
that a certain number of Governments of Member States, 

* The statements of qualifications of the candidates were issued 
under the symbol A/31/135 and Corr.2 and 3. 

[Original: English] 
[14July 1976/ 

while observing the maximum limit of four set out in 
article 4 of the statute of the Commission have nevertheless 
nominated as candidates nationals of other States in excess 
of the number specified in that article. In so doing, those 
Governments have followed a practice that has evolved 
since the time of the second election in 1953, stemming 
apparently from the corresponding article in the Statute of 
the International Court of Justice regarding the elections of 
Judges of the Court. 

II. Composition of the international Law Commission 

3. The International Law Commission, established under 
General Assembly resolution 174 (II) of 21 November 
194 7, consists at the present time of the following 25 
members, all of whose terms of office expire on 31 
December 1976: 

Mr. Roberto Ago (Italy); 
Mr. Mohammed Bedjaoui (Algeria); 
Mr. Ali Suat Bilge (Turkey); 
Mr. Juan Jose Calley Calle (Peru); 
Mr. Jorge Castaneda (Mexico); 
Mr. Abdullah El-Erian (Egypt); 
Mr. Edvard Hambro (Norway); 
Mr. Richard D. Kearney (United States of America); 
Mr. Alfredo Martinez Moreno (El Salvador); 
Mr. Frank X. J. C. Njenga (Kenya); 
Mr. Christopher Walter Pinto (Sri Lanka); 
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Mr. R. Q. Quentin-Baxter (New Zealand); 
Mr. Alfred Ramangasoavina (Madagascar); 
Mr. Paul Reuter (France); 
Mr. Zenon Rossides (Cyprus); 
Mr. Milan Sahovic (Yugoslavia); 
Mr. Jose Sette Camara (Brazil); 
Mr. Abdul Hakim Tabibi (Afghanistan); 
Mr. Arnold J.P. Tammes (Netherlands); 
Mr. Doudou Thiam (Senegal); 
Mr. Senjin Tsuruoka (Japan); 
Mr. N. A. Ushakov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics); 
Mr. Endre Ustor (Hungary); 
Sir Francis Vallat (United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland); 
Mr. Mustafa Kamil Yasseen (Iraq). 

4. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
1103 (XI) of 18 December 1956, the membership of the 
Commission was increased from 15 to 21; by General 
Assembly resolution 1647 (XVI) of 6 November 1961, the 
membership of the Commission was brought up to 25. 
During the discussion in the Sixth Committee, at the 
eleventh session of the General Assembly, of agenda item 
59 entitled "Question of amending article 2 of the Statute 
of the International Law Commission to increase the 
membership of the Commission", delegations reached an 
agreement with regard to the allocation of seats on the 
Commission. The substance of this agreement was stated in 
the report of the Sixth Committee to the General Assembly 
on the agenda item in question, to be as follows: 

"The Chairman stated that there was a 'gentleman's 
agreement', among delegations representing the main 
forms of civilization and main legal systems, that the six 
additional seats on the Commission should be allocated as 
follows: three to nationals from African and Asian 
Members of the United Nations; one to a national from 
Western Europe; one to a national from Eastern Europe; 
and one, in alternation, to a national from Latin America 
and a national from the British Commonwealth countries 
not otherwise included in any recognized regional group
ing.! It was also understood that the distribution as 
between different forms of civilization and legal systems 
would be maintained in respect of the existing fifteen 
seats."2 

5. At the time the agreement referred to above was 
reached, the "existing fifteen seats" mentioned therein 
were distributed among nationals from States Members of 
the United Nations as follows: five seats were held by 
nationals of the permanent members of the Security 
Council; two seats were held by nationals from Asian 
States; one· seat was held by a national from an Eastern 
European State; four seats were held by nationals from 
Latin American States; three seats were held by nationals 
from Western European States. 

6. At its sixteenth session the General Assembly, having 
increased the membership of the Commission from 21 to 

1 In the 1966 election, this alternating seat was filled by a 
national of a Latin American State. In the 1971 election, it was 
fJlled by a national of a British Cornmoi1wealth State. 

2 Official Records of the General Assemb~y, Eleventh Session, 
Annexes, 3genda item 59, document A/3427, para. 13. 

25, elected the members of the Commission on the 
understanding that the four additional seats were to be 
allocated to nationals from African States. The election 
resulted in a distribution of seats among nationals from 
States Members of the United Nations, including nationals 
from four permanent members of the Security Council, as 
follows: 10 seats for nationals of African and Asian States; 
3 seats for nationals from Eastern European States; 4 seats 
for nationals from Latin American States; 7 seats for 
nationals from Western European and other States and the 
alternating seat for a national from a British Com
monwealth State. 

7. The last election by the General Assembly of the 
members of the International Law Commission took place 
at the 1986th plenary meeting of the General Assembly, on 
17 November 1971. The 25 members elected at that 
meeting are listed below, with an indication of the changes 
since that date in the composition of the Commission as a 
result of the ftlling by the Commission itself of casual 
vacancies caused by the death and the resignation of 
members: 

Mr. Roberto Ago (Italy); 
Mr. Gonzalo Alcivar (Ecuador) [died: replaced by 

Mr. Juan Jose Calley Calle (Peru)]; 
Mr. Milan _Bartos (Yugoslavia) [died: replaced by 

Mr. Milan Sahov1c (Yugoslavia)]; 
Mr. Mohammed Bedjaoui (Algeria); 
Mr. Suat Bilge (Turkey); 
Mr. Jorge Castaneda (Mexico); 
Mr. Abdullah Ali El-Erian (Egypt); 
Mr. Taslim 0. Elias (Nigeria) [resigned: replaced by 

Mr. Frank X. J. C. Njenga (Kenya)l: 
Mr. Edvard Hambro (Norway); 
Mr. Richard D. Kearney (United States of America); 
Mr. Nagendra Singh (India) [resigned: replaced by 

Mr. Christopher Walter Pinto (Sri Lanka)]; 
Mr. R. Q. Quentin-Baxter (New Zealand); 
Mr. Alfred Ramangasoavina (Madagascar); 
Mr. Paul Reuter (France); 
Mr. Zenon Rossides (Cyprus); 
Mr. Jose Maria Ruda (Argentina) [resigned: replaced by 

Mr. Alfredo Martinez Moreno (El Salvador)]; 
Mr. Jose Sette Camara (Brazil); 
Mr. Abdul Hakim Tabibi (Afghanistan); 
Mr. Arnold J.P. Tammes (Netherlands); 
Mr. Doudou Thiam (Senegal); 
Mr. Senjin Tsuruoka (Japan); 
Mr. N. A. Ushakov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics); 
Mr. Endre Ustor (Hungary); 
Sir Humphrey Waldock (United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) [resigned: replaced by Sir 
Francis Vallat (United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland)]; 

Mr. Mustafa Kamil Yasscen (Iraq). 

III. Conduct of the election 

8. In conformity with the provisions of chapter luf the 
statute of the Commission, the 25 members of the 
Commission are to be elected for a JX'riod of five years with 
effect from 1 January 1977. Tht. vote will be taken in 
accordance with rules 92 and 94 of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly. 
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9. Electors should bear in mind that the persons to be 
elected to the Commission should individually possess the 
qualifications required-that is to say, be "persons of 
recognized competence in international law" (article 2, 
para. 1 of the statute of the Commission)-and that, "in the 
Commission as a whole representation of the main forms of 
civilization and of the principal legal systems of the world 
should be assured" (article 8 of the statute of the Com
mission). 

10. On the day of the election, a list, prepared and 
submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with 
article 7 of the statute of the Commission and comprising 
in alphabetical order the names of all the candidates duly 
nominated, will be printed in the Journal of the United 
Nations. The names of such candidates will also appear on 
the voting papers which will be distributed before the 
election. Only those candidates whose names appear on the 
list will be eligible for election (articles 3 and 7 of the 
statute of the Commission). 

11. The election will be held by secret ballot (rule 92 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly). Each 
elector will mark with a cross the names of the candidates 
for whom it is desired to vote. No elector may vote for 
more than 25 candidates. 

12. The 25 candidates who obtain the greatest number 
of votes and at least a majority of the votes of the Members 
present and voting will be elected (article 9 of the statute of 
the Commission). 

13. No two members of the Commission may be 
nationals of the same State. In the event of more than one 
national of the same State obtaining a sufficient number of 
votes for election, the one who obtains the greatest number 
of votes is elected, and, if the votes are equally divided, the 
elder or eldest candidate is elected. In case of dual 
nationality a candidate is deemed to be a national of the 
State in which he ordinarily exercises civil and political 
rights (article 2, paras. 2 and 3 and article 9, para. 2 of the 
statute of the Commission). 

14. If 25 candidates are not elected in the first ballot, 
there will be additional ballots to fill the places still 
remaining vacant, but the voting will be restricted to the 
candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the 
previous ballot, to a number not more than twice that of 
the places remaining to be filled, provided that, after the 
third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible 
person. If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, 
the next three ballots will be restricted to the candidates 
who obtained the greatest number of votes in the third of 
the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more than twice 
that of the places remaining to be filled, and the following 
three ballots thereafter will be unrestricted, and so on until 
the places have been filled (rule 94 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly). 

15. Immediately after the election, the Secretary
General will notify the persons elected and ask them if they 
are prepared to accept membership in the Commission. 

IV. List of candidates 

Name and nationality 

Ago, Roberto (Italy) 
Nominated by 

Italy 
Brazil 
France 
Japan 
Mexico 

Ahmed, Khalafalla El Rasheed Sudan 
Mohamed (Sudan) 

AI Katifi, Abdul Hussain Iraq 
(Iraq) Spain 

Balanda, Mikuin Leliel Zaire 
(Zaire) 

Bedjaoui, Mohammed (Algeria) Algeria 
Cyprus 
Peru 

Bilge, Ali Suat (Turkey) 

Bolintineanu, Alexandru 
(Romania) 

Calley Calle, Juan Jose (Peru) 

Castaneda, Jorge (Mexico) 

Castro-Rial, Juan Manuel 
(Spain) 

Dadzie, Emmanuel Kodjoe 
(Ghana) 

Diaz Gonzalez, Leonardo 
(Venezuela) 

El-Erian, Abdullah Ali 
(Egypt) 

El-Fadel, Mohammed 
(Syrian Arab Republic) 

Francis, Laurel B. (Jamaica) 

Gana, Abdelkrim (Tunisia) 

Garcia Bauer, Carlos 
(Guatemala) 

Turkey 

Romania 

Peru 
Algeria 
Brazil 
France 

Mexico 
Brazil 
Dominican Republic 
Iceland 
India 
Italy 
Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics 

Spain 
Guatemala 
Haiti 
Iraq 
Uruguay 

Ghana 

Venezuela 
Dominican Republic 

Egypt 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Jamaica 

Tunisia 

Guatemala 
Spain 

Gobbi, Hugo Juan (Argentina) Argentina 
Haiti 

3 
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Name and nationality Nominated by Name and nationality Afominated by 

Hambro, Edvard (Norway) Norway Schwebel, Stephen M. United States of America 
Finland (United States of America) 
Iceland 
Sweden Sette Camara, Jose (Brazil) Brazil 

United Kingdom of Great Dominican Republic 

Britain and Northern Haiti 

Ireland Italy 
Kenya 

Holguin Holguin, Carlos Colombia Mexico 
(Colombia) Peru 

Illueca, Jorge (Panama) Panama Sucharitkul, Sompong Thailand 
Jagota, S. P. {India) India (Thailand) Indonesia 

Bhutan Japan 
Canada Malaysia 
Ethiopia Philippines 
Finland Singapore 
France Tabibi, Abdul Hakim Afghanistan 
Ghana (Afghanistan) Bolivia 
Iceland El Salvador 
Iran Union of Soviet Socialist 
Kenya Republics 
Malaysia 
Mexico Tsuruoka, Senjin (Japan) Japan 
Nepal Bhutan 

Martinez Moreno, Alfredo El Salvador Costa Rica 

(El Salvador) Dominican Republic 
Indonesia 

Munim, F. K. M. A. Bangladesh Italy 
(Bangladesh) Uberia 

Njenga, Frank X. J. C. Kenya 
Malaysia 
Nepal 

(Kenya) El Salvador Pakistan 
Ethiopia Papua New Guinea 
Iceland Poland 
India 

Ushakov, N. A. (Union of Union of Soviet Socialist 
Orrego Vicuna, Francisco Chile Soviet Socialist Republics) Republics 

(Chile) 

Osman, Jaalle Abdullahi Said Somalia 
Vallat, Sir Francis (United United Kingdom of Great 

Kingdom of Great Britain Britain and Northern 
(Somalia) and Northern Ireland) Ireland 

Pinto, Christopher Walter Sri Lanka Bhutan 
(Sri Lanka) Netherlands Verosta, Stephan (Austria) Austria 

United Kingdom of Great Finland 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland Yankov, Alexander (Bulgaria) Bulgaria 

Quentin-Baxter, R. Q. New Zealand Poland 

(New Zealand) Yoko, Yakembe (Zaire) Zaire 

Ratsirahonana, Norbert Lala Madagascar 
OOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.1 (Madagascar) 

Reuter, Paul (France) France [Original: English/ French/ Spanish] 
India [29 July 1976] 
Peru 

Riphagen, Willem Netherlands 
The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 

General Assembly the following communications, dated 9 
(Netherlands) Belgium and 22 June and 1, 15, 16 and 22 July 1976: 

Luxembourg 
Sri Lanka A. Note verbale dated 9 June 1976 from the 

Rossides, Zenon (Cyprus) Cyprus Permanent Mission of Ecuador 

Algeria 
The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the United Nations 

Sahovic, Milan (Yugoslavia) Yugoslavia presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the 
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United Nations and, on express orders from its Govern
ment, has the honour to nominate the Japanese jurist, 
Mr. Senjin Tsuruoka, as a candidate for election to the 
International Law Commission, in accordance with article 4 
of the statute of that body. 

B. Letter dated 22 June 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Surinam 

I have the honour to inform you that the Government of 
the Republic of Surinam, in accordance with articles 4, 5 
and 10 of the statute of the International Law Commission, 
nominates the following candidates for election to that 
Commission: 

Ambassador Jose Sette Camara of Brazil, 
Ambassador Jorge Castaneda of Mexico, 
Professor Willem Riphagen of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands, 
Ambassador Leonardo Diaz Gonzales of Venezuela. 

C. Letter dated 1 July 1976 from the Ouuge d'affaires a.i. 
of the Permanent Mission of the Lao Peoples Demo
cratic Republic 

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith note 
No. 831/AE.OI of 27 May 1976 from the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic: 

"The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, presents 
his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and, with reference to his note LE 112/11/1976 
concerning the forthcoming election of the members of 
the International Law Commission, has the honour to 
inform him that the Government of the Lao People's 
Democratic Republic intends, subject to possible substitu
tion as provided in article 5 of the Statute of the 
Commission, to nominate the following candidates for 
election: 

"1. Mr. S. P. Jagota, candidate of India; 
"2. Mr. C. W. Pinto, candidate of Sri Lanka; 
"3. Mr. Milan Sahovic, candidate of Yugoslavia; 
"4. Mr. Willem Riphagen, candidate of the 

Netherlands." 

D. Telegram dated 15 July 1976 from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand 

Further to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand's 
note No. 0602/3563 of 27 January 1976 nominating 
Dr. Sompong Sucharitkul, Ambassador of Thailand to 
Japan, as candidate for election to the International Law 
Commission, I have the honour to inform Your Excellency 
that the Thai Government has decided to nominate 
Mr. C. W. Pinto of Sri Lanka, as non-national candidate for 
the said election. 

E. Note verbale dated 16 July 19 76 from the 
Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka 

The Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the 

United Natiom and has the honour to inform the latter that 
the Government of Sri Lanka has decided to nominate 
Dr. Sompong Sucharitkul (Thailand) as a non-national 
candidate for election to the International Law Commission 
during the elections to be held at the thirty-first session of 
the General Assembly. 

F. Note verbale dated 22 July 1976 from the Charge 
d'affaires of the Permanent Mission of Kenya 

The Charge d'affaires of the Republic of Kenya to the 
United Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary
General of the United Nations and with reference to the 
elections of candidates for membership of the International 
Law Commission to be held during the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly has the honour to inform as 
follows: 

"The Government of the Republic of Kenya has 
decided in accordance with article 4 of the Statute of the 
International Law Commission to nominate Ambassador 
Christopher Walter Pinto of Sri Lanka as its non-national 
candidate for the purposes of those elections." 

DOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.2 

[Original: English/ French/Spanish] 
[8 September 1976] 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communications, dated 20, 
29 and 30 July and 3, 4, 5, 18,27 and 31 August 1976: 

A. Letter dated 20 July 19 76 from the 
Permanent Representative of Argentina 

I have the honour to inform you that the Government of 
Argentina has decided to withdraw the nomination of 
Dr. Hugo Juan Gobbi as a candidate for election to the 
International Law Commission. 

B. Note verbale dated 29 July 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Iran 

The Permanent Representative of Iran to the United 
Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and with reference to his note dated 
2 January 1976, has the honour to inform him that the 
Government of Iran has decided to nominate His Excel
lency Mr. Abdul Hakim Tabibi from Afghanistan as its 
non-national candidate for election to the International 
Law Commission, at the elections to be held during the 
thirty-first session of the General Assembly. 

C. Letter dated 29 July 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Thailand 

I have been instructed today by my Government to 
inform Your Excellency that the Thai Government has 
decided to nominate Professor R. Q. Quentin-Baxter of 
New Zealand as its non-national candidate for election to 
the International Law Commission. 
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D. Note verbale dated 30 July 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka 

The Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the 
United Nations and has the honour to inform the latter that 
the Government of Sri Lanka has decided to nominate 
Mr. Frank X. Njenga (Kenya) as a non-national candidate 
for election to the International Law Commission during 
the elections to be held at the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly. 

E. Note verbale dated 3 August 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of New Zealand 

Further to the note of 23 January from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs nominating Professor R. Q. Quentin-Baxter 
for re-election to the International Law Commission, the 
Permanent Representative has the honour to advise that the 
Government of New Zealand wishes to nominate Dr. Som
pong Sucharitkul of Thailand as a non-national candidate 
for election to the International Law Commission. 

F. Note verbale dated 4 August 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Mauritius 

The Permanent Mission of Mauritius to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to His Excellency the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and, with re
ference to the forthcoming election of the members of the 
International Law Commission at the thirty-first session of 
the General Assembly, has the honour to inform him that 
the Government of Mauritius has decided to nominate His 
Excellency Dr. S. P. Jagota (India) as a non-national candi
date for such election. 

G. Note verbale dated 5 August 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Senegal 

The Permanent Representative of the Republic of Senegal 
to the United Nations presents his compliments to the 
Secretary_-General of the United Nations and has the 
honour to inform him that the Government of Senegal has 
decided to nominate Dr. Riphagen (Netherlands) as a 
non-national candidate for the International Law Com
mission in the elections to be held during the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

H. Letter dated 18 August 1976 from the Charge 
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Indonesia 

With reference to our letters dated 8 and 26 May 1976, I 
have the honour to inform you that the Government of 
Indonesia has also decided to nominate Mr. C. W. Pinto of 
Sri Lanka, in addition to Ambassador Sompong Sucharitkul 
of Thailand and Mr. Senjin Tsuruoka of Japan, as a 
non-national candidate for election to the International 
Law Commission at the thirty-first regular session of the 
General Assembly. 

I. Note verbale received on 27 August 1976 from the 
Charge d'affaires a. i. of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador 

The Alternate Permanent Representative of Ecuador to 
the United Nations presents his compliments to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the 
honour to state that the Government of Ecuador has 
decided to nominate His Excellency Dr. S. P. J agota, Joint 
Secretary and Legal Adviser of the Ministry of External 
Affairs of the Government of India, as its non-national 
candidate for election to the International Law Commission 
at the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 

J. Letter dated 27 August 1976 from the Charge 
d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Philippines 

I have the honour to refer to the Mission's note of 3 May 
1976 and to inform you that the Philippine Government is 
also nominating Mr. C. W. Pinto of Sri Lanka, Mr. Senjin 
Tsuruoka of Japan and Mr. Juan Manuel Castro-Rial of 
Spain for membership in the International Law Commission 
at the elections during the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly in accordance with article 4 of the Statute of the 
International Law Commission. 

K. Note verbale dated 31 August 19 76 from the 
Permanent Representative of Australia 

The Permanent Representative of Australia to the United 
Nations presents his compliments to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and has the honour to refer to the 
Secretary-General's note of 2 January 1976 which invited 
nominations of candidates for election to the International 
Law Commission. The Permanent Representative wishes to 
advise that he had been instructed by his Government to 
nominate Mr. Robert Q. Quentin-Baxter of New Zealand 
under article 4 of the Statute of the International Law 
Commission as a non-national candidate for the purposes of 
the election which will be held during the thirty-first 
regular session of the General Assembly. 

L. Note verbale dated 31 August 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Canada 

The Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations 
presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and has the honour to refer to his note of 
2 January concerning the nomination of candidates for 
election to the International Law Commission at the 
thirty-first session of the General Assembly. The Permanent 
Mission of Canada has the honour to inform the Secretary
General that the Government of Canada wishes . . . to 
nominate herewith, as a national of another State, Professor 
R. Q. Quentin-Baxter, a current member of the Inter
national Law Commission and Chairman of its Drafting 
Committee, for re-election to the International Law Com
mission in the elections to take place during the thirty-first 
regular session of the General Assembly. 

DOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.J 

[Original: Spanish] 
[180ctober1976} 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communication dated 
8 October 1976 from the Permanent Representative of 
Colombia: 

"I should like to inform you that the Government of 
Colombia has decided to withdraw the nomination of 
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Dr. Carlos Holguin as a candidate for membership in the 
International Law Commission at the elections to be held 
during the current session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. Accordingly, I would request you to 
inform the other Members of the United Nations of this 
decision of the Government of Colombia." 

DOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.4 

[Original: English] 
[ 1 November 1976] 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communication dated 19 
October 1976 from the Permanent Mission of Yugoslavia: 

"The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Federal Re
public of Yugoslavia to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and has the honour to inform him that the 
Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo
slavia has decided to nominate His Excellency Mr. Zenon 
Rossides, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 
Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United 
Nations, as a non-national candidate for membership in 
the International Law Commission." 

DOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.5 

[Original: English/ French/ Spanish] 
[5 November 1976] 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communications, dated 25 
October, 1 November and 4 November 1976: 

A. Note verba/e dated 25 October 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Colombia 

The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and, pursuant to article 4 of the 
statute of the International Law Commission, proposes the 
following candidates for election as members of the 
Commission: 

Mr. Jose Sette-Camara (Brazil); 
Mr. S. P. Jagota (India); 
Mr. Frank X. J. C. Njenga (Kenya); 
Mr. Jorge Illueca (Panama). 

B. Note verbale dated 1 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Cyprus 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the 
United Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary
General of the United Nations and has the honour to 
inform him that the Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
has decided to nominate His Excellency Mr. Jorge 
Castaneda of Mexico as a non-national candidate for 
membership in the International Law Commission. 

C. Communication dated 4 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Haiti 

The Permanent Mission of Haiti to the United Nations has 
the honour to inform the Secretary-General that the 
Government of Haiti has decided to withdraw the name of 
Mr. Hugo Juan Gobbi (Argentina) as a candidate for 
membership in the International Law Commission in the 
elections to be held at the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly. The Permanent Mission of Haiti had submitted 
Mr. Gobbi's candidature in a note verbale dated 1 June 
1976. 

DOCUMENT A/31/l34/ADD.6 

[Original: English] 
[9 November 1976] 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communications, dated 4 
and 5 November 1976: 

A. Note verbale dated 4 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Cyprus 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the 
United Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary
General of the United Nations and has the honour to 
inform him that the Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
has decided to nominate Mr. Milan Sahovic of Yugoslavia as 
a non-national candidate for membership in the Inter
national Law Commission. 

B. Note verbale dated 5 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Poland 

The Permanent Representative of the Polish People's 
Republic to the United Nations presents his compliments to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the 
honour to inform him that the Polish Government has 
decided to nominate H.E. Dr. S. P. Jagota, Joint Secretary 
and Legal Adviser, Ministry of External Affairs of India, for 
election to the International Law Commission at the 
thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 

DOCUMENT A/31/134/ADD.7 

[Original: English] 
[ 11 November 1976] 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communications, dated 8 
and 10 November 1976: 

A. Note verbale dated 8 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Greece 

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations 
presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the 
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United Nations and, on behalf of the Greek Government, 
has the honour to nominate H.E. Mr. Zenon Rossides of 
Cyprus as a non-national candidate for membership in the 
International Law Commission. 

B. Communication dated 10 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Mission of Romania 

The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania to the United Nations has the honour to inform 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations that the 
Government of the Socialist Republic of Romania has 
decided to withdraw the name of Mr. Alexandru Bolin
tineanu (Romania) as a candidate for membership in the 
International Law Commission in the elections to be held at 
the thirty-first session of the General Assembly. 

DOCUMENT A/ 31/ 134/ADD.8 

I Original: French} 
[16 November 1976} 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the 
General Assembly the following communication, dated 12 
November 1976, from the Permanent Mission of Tunisia: 

"The Permanent Mission of Tunisia to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and, referring to its note of 10 
March 1976, has the honour to inform him that the 
Tunisian Government has decided to withdraw the 
candidature for election to the International Law Com
mission of Mr. Abdelkrim Gana, Ambassador, Director of 
Consular Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 
Tunis." 

DOCUMENT A/31/328/REV.l 

Note by the Secretary-General containing the 
revised list of candidates 

I. The Secretary-General has the honour to recall that, 
in accordance with the statute of the International Law 
Commission, he communicated to the Governments of 
Member States, in document A/31/134, the list of the 
names of candidates for election to the Commission 
submitted by 1 June 1976, including also the names of the 
nominating Member States. Subsequent to that date, the 
Secretary-General received additional information con
cerning both candidates already on that list and new 
candidates. The additional information is to be found in 
documents A/31/134/Add.1-8, A/31/157 and Add.I and 2, 
A/31/203 and A/31/263. 

2. At its 60th plenary meeting, on 10 November 1976, 
the General Assembly, at the suggestion of the President, 
requested the Secretary-General to issue, in a separate 
document, a list which, on the basis of the latest informa
tion available, would contain the names of the persons 
nominated as candidates, whether their names had been 
submitted before or after 1 June 1976. The present 
document is a revised version of that issued in compliance 
with the Assembly's request (see annex). 

3. Cu"icu/a vitae of the candidates have been circulated 
in documents A/31/135 and Corr.2 and 3, A/31/157 and 
A/31/203. 

ANNEX 

List of candidates 

Ago, Roberto (Italy) 
Ahmed, Khalafalla El Rasheed Mohamed (Sudan) 
AI Katifi, Abdul Hussain (Iraq) 

Bedjaoui, Mohammed (Algeria) 
Bilge, Ali Suat (Turkey) 
Calley Calle, Juan Jose (Peru) 
Castaneda, Jorge (Mexico) 
Castro-Rial, Juan Manuel (Spain) 
Dadzie, Emmanuel Kodjoe (Ghana) 
Dlaz Gonz3lez, Leonardo (Venezuela) 
EI-Erian, Abdullah Ali (Egypt) 

I Original: English} 
[ 16 November 1976} 

EI-Fadel, Mohammed (Syrian Arab Republic) 
Francis, Laurel B. (Jamaica) 
Garcia-Bauer, Carlos (Guatemala) 
Hambro, Edvard (Norway) 
lllueca, Jorge (Panama) 
Jagota, S. P. (India) 
Martinez Moreno, Alfredo (EI Salvador) 
Munim, F. K. M. A. (Bangladesh) 
Njenga, Frank X. J. C. (Kenya) 
Orrego Vicuna, Francisco (Chile) 
Osman, Jaalle Abdullahi Said (Somalia) 
Pinto, Christopher Walter (Sri Lanka) 
Quentin-Baxter, R. Q. (New Zealand) 
Ratsirahonana, Norbert La1a (Madagascar) 
Reuter, Paul (France) 
Riphagen, Willem (Netherlands) 
Rossides, Zenon (Cyprus) 
Sahovic, Milan (Yugoslavia) 
Schwebel, Stephen M. (United States of America) 
Sette Cimara, Jose (Brazil) 
Sucharitkul, Sompong (Thailand) 
Tabibi, Abdul Hakim (Afghanistan) 
Thiam, Doudou (Senegal)a 
Tsuruoka, Senjin (Japan) ·· 
Umba-di-Lutete (Zaire)a 
Ushakov, N. A. (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
Vallat, Sir Francis (United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland) 
Verosta, Stephan (Austria) 
Yankov, Alexander (Bulgaria) 

a Nominated after I June 1976. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on 17 November 1976, in accordance with its resolution 
174 (II) of 21 November 1947 and with the provisions of the statute of the International 
Law Commission annexed thereto, as amended by Assembly resolutions 1103 (XI) of 18 
December 1956 and 1647 (XVI) of 6 November 1961, the General Assembly elected the 
25 members of the International Law Commission for a period of five years beginning on 
1 January 1977 (see decision 31/3083). 

The following were elected: 

Mr. Roberto AGO (Italy); 
Mr. Mohammed BEDJAOUI (Algeria); 
Mr. Juan Jose CALLEY CALLE (Peru); 
Mr. Jorge CASTANEDA (Mexico); 
Mr. Emmanuel Kodjoe DADZIE (Ghana); 
Mr. Leonardo DIAZ GONZALEZ (Venezuela); 
Mr. Abdullah Ali EL-ERIAN (Egypt); 
Mr. Laurel B. FRANCIS (Jamaica); 
Mr. Edvard HAMBRO (Norway); 
Mr. S. P. JAGOTA (India); 
Mr. Frank X. J. C. NJENGA (Kenya); 
Mr. Christopher Walter PINTO (Sri Lanka); 
Mr. R. Q. QUENTIN-BAXTER (New Zealand); 
Mr. Paul REUTER (France); 
Mr. Willem RIPHAGEN (Netherlands); 
Mr. MILAN SAHOVIC (Yugoslavia); 
Mr. Stephen M. SCHWEBEL (United States of America); 
Mr. Jose SETTE CAMARA (Brazil); 
Mr. Sompong SUCHARITKUL (Thailand); 
Mr. Doudou THIAM (Senegal); 
Mr. Senjin TSURUOKA (Japan); 
Mr. N. A. USHAKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics); 
Sir Francis V ALLAT (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 
Mr. Stephan VEROSTA (Austria); 
Mr. Alexander YANKOV (Bulgaria). 

3 Ibid., Thirty-Fzrst Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 23 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/135 and Corr.2 
and 3 

Note by the Secretary-General containing cu"icula vitae of candidates Mimeographed 

A/31/157 and Add.1 
and 2 

A/31/203 

A/31/263 

A/31/328 

Note by the Secretary-General Ditto 

Note by the Secretary-General containing the curriculum vitae of one of Ditto 
the candidates 

Note by the Secretary-General Ditto 

Note by the Secretary-General containing the list of candidates Replaced by A/31/328/Rev.1 
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ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

Official Records NEW YORK, 1976 

Agenda item 25: * Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples:** report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples*** 

Doctoncnt No. 

A/31/362 

A/31/L.29 and Add, 1-3 

A/31/L.30 and Add.l-3 

A/3l/L31 and Add.l-3 

CONTENTS 

Title 

Report of the Fourth Committee on Territories not considered separately 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Gumca, Gumea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jamaica, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Umted Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzama, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft 
rcwlution . .............................................. . ........... . 

Algeria, Benm, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libena, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tnnidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Umted Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft 
resolution ................................................. · · . · · · · · · · 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, German 
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*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Fourth Committee, lOth to 29th, 
31st and 32nd mectmgs; ibid., Fifth Committee, 39th, 50th and 53rd meetings; and ibid, Plenary Meetings, 82nd, 83rd, 85th, 86th, 97th, 
l 02nd and I 04th meetings. 

** Smcc 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth session (agenda item 23), 
t-wenty-seventh sc,sion (item 22), twenty-eighth, twenty-nmth and thirtieth sessions (item 23). 

*** hn the questwm dealt 'With by the Special Committee in its report and considered by the General Assembly as separate agenda 
Items, see the annex fasCicles relating to agenda Items 84, 85, 86, 87 and 88 and 12. 

DOCUMENT A/31/362 

Report of the Fourth Committee on Territories not considered separately 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of Its thirty-first session the item entitled: 

"Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo~1 ~s: report of 

[Original: English} 
[29 November 1976} 

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples". 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly decided to 
allocate to the Fourth Committee those chapters of the 
report of the Special Committee relating to specific 

Annexes (XXXI) 25 
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Territories, so that the Assembly might consider in plenary 
meetings the question of the implementation of the 
Declaration as a whole. The report of the Special Com
mittee on its work during 1976 comprised the following 
documents: A/31/23 (part I) and Corr.l, A/31/23 (parts 
11-V), A/31/23/Add.l-5, Add.S/Corr.l and Add.6-10; those 
chapters of the report which dealt with specific Territories 
{chapters VIII to XXXI) were contained in documents 
A/31/23/Add.2-5, Add.S/Corr.l and Add.6-10.1 

2. The chapters of the Special Committee's report 
relating to specific Territories which were not considered 
separately, under other agenda items (chapters XI to XXI), 
dealt with the following Territories: 

Territory Relevant chapter of the report 
of the Special Committee 

Spanish Sahara ..•...... XI (A/31/23/Add.S and C'orr.l) 
Timor • . .••....•.•..• XII (A/31/23/Add.6) 
Gibraltar • . . . . . • • • • . . . XIII (A/31/23/ Add. 7 (part I)) 
French Somaliland8 • • • • • • XIV (A/31/23/ Add. 7 (part II)) 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands ... XV (see A/31/23/Add.8 (part I)) 
New Hebrides . . . . • • . • . • XVI (ibid.) 
Tokelau Islands . . • . • . . . • XVII (A/31/23/ Add.8 (part II)) 
Brunei .....••..••.•.• XVIII (see A/31/23/Add.8 (part III)) 
Gilbert Islands, Pitcairn and 

Tuvalu . • • . . . • . . . • . . XIX (ibid.) 
St. Helena . • • . . . . . • . . . XX (ibid.) 
Solomon Islands . . . . • . . . XXI (ibid.) 
American Samoa . . . • • • • . XXII (ibid.) 
Guam . • • . • • • . . • . . . . . XXIII (ibid.) 
Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands • • . . . . • . • • . . • XXIV (ibid.) 
Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitt~r 
Nevi~rAnguilla, St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent . . . . . . . XXV (see A/31/23/ Add.9 (part I)) 

Belize . • . • • . . . . . . . . • . XXVI (ibid.) 
Bermuda . • . . • • . . • . . . • XXVII (ibid.) 
British Virgin Islands . . • . . XXVIII (A/31/23/ Add. 9 (part II)) 
Cayman Islands, Montserrat 

and Turks and C'aicos 
Islands .•.•..••..... XXIX (see A/31/23/Add.9 (part III)) 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) . XXX (ibid.) 
United States Virgin Islands XXXI (ibid.) 

a See chapter XIV, foot-note I, of the Special Committee's report 
for an explanation concerning the new designation of the Territory. 

3. At its 3rd meeting, on 5 October 1976, the Fourth 
Committee decided to hold a general debate covering 
agenda items 25, 84, 88 and 12, 89 and 90, on the 
understanding that individual draft resolutions on matters 
covered by those items would be considered separately. 

4. The Fourth Committee considered item 25 at its 1Oth 
to 29th, 31st and 32nd meetings, between 26 October and 
25 November 1976. 

5. At the lOth meeting, on 26 October, the Rapporteur 
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced 
the chapters of the report of that Committee referred to in 
paragraph 2 above. The Fourth Committee also had before 
it the following communications addressed to the Secre
tary-General: 

(a) Letter dated 22 December 1975 from the Permanent 
Representative of Indonesia to the United Nations {A/31/ 

1 Chapters VIII (A/31/23/ Add.2) and IX (A/31/2 3/ Add. 3) were 
considered by the Fourth Committee under agenda items 85 and 86. 

42-S/ 11923) and letter dated IS June 1976 from the 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Indonesia to the 
United Nations (A/31/109-S/12097); 

(b) Letter dated 6 February 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Algeria {A/31/48-S/11971); Jetter dated 
8 March 1976 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the Perma
nent Mission of Algeria (A/31 /59-S/12002); letters dated 
17 May and 23 June 1976 from the Permanent Representa
tive of Algeria (A/31/91-S/12076 and A/31/112-S/12108); 
letter dated 13 July 1976 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of 
the Permanent Mission of Algeria {A/31/136-S/12141); and 
letter dated 26 October 1976 from the Permanent Repre
sentative of Algeria to the United Nations (A/31/283); 

(c) Letter dated 13 February 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Madagascar to the United Nations (A/ 
31/52-S/11981); 

(d) Letter dated 23 February 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Argentina to the United Nations 
{A/31/55); 

(e) Letter dated 26 February 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Spain to the United Nations (A/31/56-
S/11997); 

(f) Letters dated 14 and 24 June and 15 July 1976 from 
the Permanent Representative of Mauritania to the United 
Nations (A/31/106-S/12095, A/31/114-S/12116 and A/ 
31/138-S/12143); 

(g) Letters dated 2 July and 26 October 1976 from the 
representatives of France and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland to the United Nations 
(A/31/121 and A/31/286); 

(h) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, trans
mitting the documents of the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 
(A/31/197); 

(i) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations, trans
mitting the texts of the resolutions adopted by the Seventh 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers {A/31/237); 

(j) Note verbale dated 15 October 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of Somalia to the United Nations 
{A/31 /269); 

(k) Letter dated 28 October 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Morocco to the United Nations 
{A/31/306). 

6. At its 15th meeting, on 4 November, during the 
discussion on Belize, the Fourth Committee heard a 
statement by Mr. Carl L. B. Rogers, Deputy Premier and 
Minister for Internal Affairs and Health of Belize. 

7. At its 14th meeting, on 3 November, on the proposal 
of the representative of Democratic Yemen and following a 
statement by the Secretary of the Committee concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications. the 



Agenda item 25 
~~~~~~~~------------------------------------------------~3 
Committee decided that the statements concerning the 
question of French Somaliland made during the meeting 
should be reprvduced in extenso in the record of the 
meetmg. Subsequently, at its 17th meeting, on 8 Novem
het, on the proposal of the representative of Democratic 
Yemen and followmg a statement by the Chairman con
cerning the related admimstrative and financial implica
tions, the Committee decided that all the statements on the 
questivn of French Somaliland made by the representative 
of the administering Power and the representatives of 
Ethiopia and Somalia, as well as the statements made by 
the representatives of the national liberation movements 
and the petitioners concerned, should be reproduced in 
extenso in the records of the relevant meetings. 

8. At its 22nd meeting, on 11 November, on the 
proposal of the representatives of the United Republic of 
Tanzania and Madagascar and following a statement by the 
Chairman concerning the related administrative and finan
cial implications, the Committee decided that the state
ments relating to the question of Western Sahara made 
during the meeting should be reproduced in extenso in the 
record of the meeting. At its 23rd meeting, on 12 
November, at the request of the representative of Spain, the 
Committee decided that the statement made by that 
representative on the question of Western Sahara should be 
reproduced in extenso m the record of the meeting. At the 
same meeting, the Committee, on the proposal of the 
representative of the United Republic of Tanzania, decided 
that the statements made during the meeting by the 
representatives of Morocco, Mauritania and Algeria on the 
aforementioned question should also be reproduced in 
extenso in the record of the meeting. 

9. During the Committee's consideration of that part of 
the item relating to French Somaliland, Mr. Warsama 
Assowe Dhabar, representative of the Front de liberation de 
la Cote des Somalis (FLCS), and Mr. Ahmed Bourhan 
Omar, representative of the Mouvement de liberation de 
Djibouti (MLD), participated in an observer capacity in the 
proceedings of the Committee, in accordance with the 
relevant provlSlons of General Assembly resolution 
3412 (XXX) of 28 November 1975. 

10. Mr. Warsama Assowe Dhabar made statements at the 
14th. 17th and 21st meetings, on 3, 8 and 11 November. 
Mr. Ahmed Bourhan Omar made a statement at the 17th 
meeting. 

II. The Committee granted the following requests for 
hearing in connex10n with its consideration of the item: 

Meeting at which 
request for hearing 

Petitioner was granted 

Mr. Mahmud Sacdon A. Othman, Head of the 
Foreign Affairs Bureau, Partm Rakyat Brunei 
(PRB) (P,·oplc'' Party of Brunei) (A/C.4/ 
31/3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Oth 

Mr. Mohamed Abdelaziz, Secretary-General, 
Frcntc Popular para Ia Libcraci6n de Saguia el 
Hamra y de Rio de Oro (Frcnte POLISARIO) 
(A/C.4/31/4 J • . . . . . • . . . • • • . . . . . • . • 1Oth 

Mr. Jose Ramos-Horta, member of the Central 
Committee, FxecutJVe Committee and Politi
cal-Military Committee, Frente Revolucio
naria de Timor Leste lndependente 
(FRFTILIN) (A/C.4/31/7) . . . . . . . . . . . . lOth 

Mr. Hassan Gouled Aptidon, President, Ligue 
populaire africaine pour l'independance 
(LP AI) (A/C.4/31/8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Oth 

Mr. Mohamed Kamil Ali, President, Mouvement 
populaire de liberation (MPL) (A/C.4/31/8/ 
Add.l) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Oth 

Mr. Ahmed Y oussouf Houmed, Secretary
General, Union nationale pour l'independance 
(UNI) (A/C.4/31/8/Add.2) . . . . . . . . . . . . lOth 

Mr. Abdallah Mohamed Kamil, President of the 
Government Council of the French Territory 
of the Afars and Issas (A/C.4/31/8/ Add.3) . . 11th 

Mr. Hassan Youssouf Mahamoudb . . . . . . . . . 20th 

b See para. 12 below. 

12. At the 13th meeting, on 2 November, Mr. Mari 
Alkatiri of FRETILIN made a statement. At the 14th 
meeting, on 3 November, Mr. Abdallah Mohamed Kamil, 
President of the Government Council of the French 
Territory of the Afars and Issas, made a statement. At the 
17th meeting, on 8 November, statements were made by 
Mr. Mohamed Kamil Ali, of MPL, and Mr. Ahmed Dini 
Ahmed of LPAI. At the 20th meeting, on 10 November, 
Mr. Abdallah Mohamed Kamil replied to a question put to 
him by a member of the Committee, and Mr. Ahmed 
Youssouf Houmed of UNI made a statement. At the same 
meeting, following a procedural discussion, the Committee, 
by a vote of 20 to 1, with 86 abstentions, decided to hear 
Mr. Hassan Youssouf Mahamoud at that meeting. Ac
cordingly, Mr. Hassan Youssouf Mahamoud made a state
ment concerning the question of French Somaliland at the 
aforementioned meeting. At the 22nd meeting, on 11 
November, Mr. Mohamed Abdelaziz of the Frente 
POLISARIO made a statement. No representatives of PRB 
appeared before the Committee. 

13. The general debate covering the items referred to in 
paragraph 3 above took place at the 11th to 24th and 27th 
meetings, between 28 October and 17 November. 

14. Under item 25, the Fourth Committee adopted 15 
draft resolutions and four draft consensuses concerning the 
following Territories: 

I. Western Sahara 
II. Solomon Islands 

Ill. Gilbert I sian ds 
IV. Tokelau Islands 
V. Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 

VI. Belize 
VII. New Hebrides 

VIII. Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Montserrat and Turks 
and Caicos Islands 

IX. St. Helena (consensus) 
X. Tuvalu (consensus) 

XI. Timor 
XII. British Virgin Islands 

XIII. American Samoa 
XIV. Gibraltar (consensus) 
XV. Cocos (Keeling) Islands (consensus) 
XVI. Brunei 

XVII. United States Virgin Islands 
XVIII. Guam 

XIX. French Somaliland 

An account of the Committee's consideration of the draft 
resolutions and the draft consensuses is given in sections I 
to XIX below. 
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15. At its 28th meeting, on 18 November, the Com
mittee took decisions concerning the questions of Pitcairn 
and of Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent, as reflected in paragraph 73 
below. In taking these decisions, the Committee noted that, 
subject to any directives which the General Assembly might 
give in that connexion, the Special Committee had decided 
io give consideration to the latter group of Territories at 
the following session. 

I. Western Sahara 

16. At the 22nd meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution prepared by him concerning Western 
Sahara (A/C.4/31/L.I3). 

17. At its 23rd meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.l3 without objection (see 
para. 71 below, draft resolution I). 

II. Solomon Islands 

18. At the 19th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning the Solomon Islands 
(A/C.4/31/L.3). 

19. At the 21st meeting, the representative of Papua 
New Guinea introduced draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.3, 
which was finally sponsored by the following Member 
States: Australia, Austria, Canada, Fiji, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Japan, Malaysia, Mozambique, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda and 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

20. At its 25th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/31 /L.3 without objection (see 
para. 71 below, draft resolution II). 

III. Gilbert Islands 

21. At the 21st meeting, the representative of Sierra 
Leone introduced a draft resolution concerning the Gilbert 
Islands (A/C.4/31/L.7), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Australia, Denmark, Fiji, India, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Liberia, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mozambique, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Republic 
of Tanzania and Yugoslavia. 

22. At its 25th meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.7 
without objection (see para. 71 below, draft resolution III). 

IV. Tokelau Islands 

23. At the 23rd meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning the Tokelau Islands 
(A/C.4/31/L.l4). 

24. At the 24th meeting, the representative of Iran 
introduced draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.l4, which was 

finally sponsored by the followmg Member States: Argen
tina, Australia, Austria, Congo, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ivory Coast, Japan, Malaysia, Mozambique, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sweden. Sy ri:m Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, UnJted 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Urllted 
Republic of Cameroon and United Republic of Tan;allla. 

25. At its 25th meeting, followmg a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial Implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.l4 
without objection (see para. 71 below, draft resolution IV). 

V. Falkland Islands ( Mah'inas) 

26. At the 22nd meeting, the representative of Iraq 
introduced a draft resolution concerning the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas) (A/C.4/31 /L.8 ), sponsored by Benin, 
Bolivia, Burundi, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Iraq, Mali, Mexico, Mozambique. 
Panama, Peru, Senegal, Sudan, Uruguay and Venezuela. The 
draft resolution in its revised form (A/C.4/31/L.8/Rev.l) 
was finally sponsored by the following Member States: 
Benin, Bolivia, Burundi, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Iraq, Mali, Mexico, 
Mozambique, Panama, Peru, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Uganda, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

27. At its 25th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.8/Rev.l by a recorded vote of 
94 to 1, with 32 abstentions (see para. 71 below, draft 
resolution V). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Bahrain, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi. 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Chile, Chma, 
Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho
slovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, In
donesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali. 
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tharland, Togo, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belgium, Botswana, Canada, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, Guyana, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica. Japan, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, Netherlands. New Zealand, Norway, Papua New 



Agenda item 25 5 

Guinea, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sweden, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America, Zaire. 

VI. Belize 

28. At the 22nd meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning Belize (A/C.4/31/L.10). 

29. At the 26th meeting, the representative of Kuwait 
introduced draft resolution A/C .4/31 /L.1 0, which was 
finally sponsored by the following Member States: 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Burundi, Canada, Chad, Congo, 
Cuba, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Grenada, 
Guinea, Guinea- Bissau, Guyana, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Re
public, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mozambique, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Oman, Romania, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Sweden, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia. In his statement, the 
representative of Kuwait submitted, on behalf of the 
sponsors, an oral revision to the text of the draft resolution 
by which, in the fourth preambular paragraph, the words 
"in pursuance of paragraph 6 of resolution 3432 (XXX)" 
were deleted. 

30. At the same meeting, the Fourth Committee 
adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31 / L.l 0, as orally revised, 
by a recorded vote of 111 to 9, with 15 abstentions (see 
para. 71 below, draft resolution VI). The voting was as 
follows: 

In farour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Australia, 
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, 
Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde, 
Chad, China, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia. Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada. Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary. Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Ivory Cuast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, 
Malta. Mongolia, Mo;_ambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Niger. Nige1ia, Nurway, Oman, Panama, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Prindpe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone. Smgapore. Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sunnam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic. Thai
land. T'.,go, Tnnidad ~md Tobago. Tunisia, Turkey. Uganda, 
Ukraunan Soviet Socialist Republk, Union of Soviet 
Sonalist Repubhcs, llnited Arab Emuates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain an,; Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
CarnerUtm, l!t11ted Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
·i emen. Yugoslavia. Zaire, /.,•rnbia. 

Ag111nst. l:blma. Ch1le. Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
f ;u,uemala. !!, 'nduras, Nic;:ragua, Paraguay, Uruguay. 

Ahstammg. <\rgentma, Ht azil, Colombia, Dominican Re
public El''Jadut. lsta~l, Japan. Mauritania, Mexico, 

Morocco, Pakistan, Peru, Spain, United States of America, 
Venezuela. 

VII. New Hebrides 

31. At the 25th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning the New Hebrides (A/C.4/ 
31/L.19), which was sponsored by the following Member 
States: Australia, Ghana, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sierra Leone and 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

32. On 16 November, a revised text of the draft 
resolution (A/C.4/31/L.19/Rev.1) was circulated by the 
sponsors, now including the Ivory Coast and Mozambique, 
in which the fifth preambular paragraph, which had read: 

"Having heard the statement of the representative of 
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, as an administering Power, relating 
to developments in the New Hebrides", 

was replaced by: 

"Having heard the statements of the representatives of 
the Governments of France and of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administer
ing Powers, relating to developments in the New 
He brides". 

33. At its 27th meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted revised draft resolution A/C.4/ 
31/L.19/Rev.1 without objection (see para. 71 below, draft 
resolution VII). 

VIII. Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Montserrat 
and Turks and Caicos Islands 

34. At the 25th meeting, the representative of Barbados 
introduced a draft resolution concerning Bermuda, the 
Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks and Caicos 
Islands (A/C.4/31 /L.20), which was sponsored by the 
following Member States: Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, 
Canada, Guyana, India, Trinidad and Tobago and United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

35. In his statement, the representative of Barbados 
submitted, on behalf of the sponsors, now joined by 
Australia, Benin, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Jamaica and 
Mozambique, the following oral revisions to the draft 
resolution: 

(a) The ninth preambu1ar paragraph, which had read: 

"Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the Territories 
concerned and stressing the necessity of diversifying their 
economies as a matter of priority in order to reduce their 
dependence on fluctuating economic activities", 

was replaced by: 

"Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the Territories 
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concerned and stressing the necessity of diversifying and 
strengthening further their economies as a matter of 
priority in order to promote economic stability and to 
reduce their dependence on fluctuating economic 
activities"; 

(b) In operative paragraph 2, the phrase "should they so 
wish" was deleted; 

(c) Operative paragraph 5, which had read: 

"5. Calls upon the administering Power to take all 
possible steps, in consultation with the local authorities as 
appropriate, to diversify the economies of the Territories 
listed above and to work out concrete programmes of 
assistance and economic development for those 
Territories", 

was replaced by: 

"5. Calls upon the administering Power to expand its 
programme of budgetary and development aid and to 
take all possible steps, in consultation with the local 
authorities as appropriate, to diversify and strengthen 
further the economies of the Territories listed above and 
to work out concrete programmes of assistance and 
economic development for those Territories". 

36. At its 27th meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted revised draft resolution A/C.4/ 
31 /L.20/Rev.1 without objection (see para. 71 below, draft 
resolution VIII). 

IX. St. Helena 

37. At the 25th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft consensus concerning St. Helena (A/C.4/31/ 
L.17). 

38. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Com
mittee made a statement under the terms of rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly concerning the 
administrative and financial implications of the recom
mendation contained in the draft consensus. 

39. At its 27th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft consensus A/C.4/31/L.17 without objection (see 
para. 72 below, draft consensus 1). 

X. Tuvalu 

40. At the 25th meeting; the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft consensus concerning Tuvalu (A/C.4/31/L.18). 

41. At its 27th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft consensus A/C.4/31/L.l8 without objection (see 
para. 72 below, draft consensus II). 

XI. Timor 

42. On 10 November, a draft resolution concerning 
Timor (A/C.4/31/L.5) was submitted on behalf of the 

following Member States: Algeria, Benin, Congo, Cuba, 
Democratic Kampuchea, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Mo
zambique. A statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.4/ 
31/L.9), submitted in accordance with rule 153 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning the 
related administrative and financial implications, was circu
lated on the same date. The draft resolution (A/C.4/31/L.5) 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recognizing the inalienable right of all peoples to 
self-determination and independence in accordance with 
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in its resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

"Recalling General Assembly resolution 3485 (XXX) of 
12 December 1975 and SP-curity Council resolutions 
384 (1975) of 22 December 1975 and 389 (1976) of 22 
April 1976. 

"Having examined the chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating 
to the Territory (A/31/23/ Add.6), 

"Bearing in mind the political declaration of the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries in connexion with the question of East 
Timor (A/31/197, annex I, para. 36), 

"Having heard the statement of the representative of 
Portugal (13th meeting), 

"Having also heard the statement of the representative 
of the Frente Revolucion:iria de Timor Leste In
dependente (FRETILIN) (13th meeting), 

"Mindful that all States should, in conformity with 
Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter of the United 
Nations, refrain in their international relations from the 
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
national independence of any State, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United 
Nations, 

"Deeply concerned at the critical situation resulting 
from the military intervention of the armed forces of 
Indonesia in East Timor, 

"1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
East Timor to self-determination and independence and 
the legitimacy of their struggle to achieve that right; 

"2. Condemns the persistent refusal of the Govern
ment of Indonesia to comply with the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 3485 (XXX) and Security 
Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976 ); 

"3. Reiects the claim that East Timor has been 
integrated into Indonesia inasmuch as the people of the 
Territory have not been able to exercise freely their right 
to self-determination and independence; 
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"4. Calls upon the Government of Indonesia to cease 
hostilities against the forces of the Frente Revoluciomiria 
de Timor Leste Independente (FRETILIN) and to with
draw all Indonesian forces from the Territory in com
pliance with the relevant United Nations resolutions; 

"5. Draws the attention of the Security Council, in 
conformity with Article 11, paragraph 3, of the Charter 
of the United Nations, to the critical situation in the 
Territory of East Timor and recommends that it take all 
effective steps for the immediate implementation of its 
resolutions 384(1975) and 389(1976) with a view to 
securing the full exercise by the people of East Timor of 
their right to self-determination and independence; 

"6. Calls upon all States to respect the unity and 
territorial integrity of East Timor; 

"7. Decides to invite the representative of FRETILIN 
to p,articipate as appropriate in its proceedings relating to 
East Timor, including those of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples; 

"8. Requests the Special Committee to keep the 
situation in the Territory under active consideration, to 
follow the implementation of the present resolution, to 
dispatch to the Territory as soon as possible a visiting 
mission with a view to the full and speedy implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

"9. Decides to include in the agenda of its thirty
second session an item entitled 'Question of East 
Timor'." 

43. At the 21st meeting, the representative of Guinea
Bissau, on behalf of the sponsors, withdrew the draft 
resolution (A/C.4/31/L.5). 

44. At the 25th meeting, the representatives of Guinea
Bissau, the United Republic of Tanzania and Benin in
troduced a draft resolution concerning Timor (A/C.4/ 
31 /L.15), which was sponsored by the following Member 
States: Algeria, Benin, Congo, Cuba, Democratic 
Kampuchea. Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mozambique and 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

45. At the same meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.4/31/L.21), 
submitted in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, concerning the admin
istrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
under consideration. 

46. At its 27th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.15 by a roll-call vote of 61 to 
18, with 49 abstentions (see para. 71 below, draft resolu
tion IX). The voting was as follows: 

In favuur: Albania, Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Cape Verde, Chad, China, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho-

slovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zambia. 

Against: Bangladesh, Chile, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Jordan, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Surinam, Thailand, Tunisia, 
United States of America. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Kuwait, Lebanon, Nepal. Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea. Paraguay, Qatar, 
Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United J(jngdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

XII. British Virgin Islands 

47. At the 21st meeting, the Chairman drew attention to 
a draft resolution concerning the British Virgin Islands 
(A/C.4/31/L.6), sponsored by India, the Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Liberia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Trinidad 
and Tobago, the United Republic of Tanzania and 
Yugoslavia. 

48. At the 22nd meeting, the representative of Sierra 
Leone introduced a revised text (A/C.4/31/L.6/Rev.l) of 
the draft resolution, which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Australia, Congo, Denmark, Fiji, 
Grenada, India, Ivory Coast, Jamaica. Japan, Kenya, 
Liberia, Mozambique, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Republic 
of Cameroon, and United Republic of Tanzania. 

49. The revised draft resolution (A/C.4/31/L.6/Rev.l) 
contained the following new paragraph which was added as 
operative paragraph 2: 

"2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
British Virgin Islands to self-determination and in
dependence in accordance with the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples". 

50. At the 25th meeting, the Secretary of the Com
mittee made a statement, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the administrative and financial implications of the recom
mendation contained in the draft resolution. 

51. At the 27th meeting, the representative of the 
United Republic of Tanzania, on behalf of the sponsors, 
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submitted an oral revision to the text of the revised draft 
resolution by which, in the last preambular paragraph, the 
words "and the expression of his Government's readiness to 
grant independence to the British Virgin Islands if the 
majority of its inhabitants so desire" were deleted. 

52. At its 28th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
revised draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.6/Rev.l, as orally 
revised, without objection (see para. 71 below, draft 
resolution X). 

XIII. American Samoa 

53. At the 26th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning American Samoa (A/C.4/ 
31 /L.22), which was finally sponsored by the following 
Member States: Australia, Grenada, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Sierra Leone and United Republic of Tanzania. 

54. At the 28th meeting, the representative of Australia, 
on behalf of the sponsors, submitted the following oral 
revisions to the text of the draft resolution: 

(a) The fourth preambular paragraph was deleted; 

(b) At the end of operative paragraph 2, the following 
words were added: "contained in General Assembly resolu
tion 1514 (XV)". 

55. At the same meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/ 
31/L.22, as orally revised, without objection (see para. 71 
below, draft resolution XI). 

XIV. Gibraltar 

56. At the 26th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft consensus concerning Gibraltar (A/C.4/31 /L.23). 

57. At its 28th meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft consensus A/C.4/31/L.23 without objection (see 
para. 72 below, draft consensus III). 

XV. Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

58. At the 26th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft consensus concerning the Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
( A/r: .4/31 /L. 24 ). 

59. At its 28th meeting, following a statement by the 
Sec,.ctar:v of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedun~ of the General A~sembly, concerning 
'he rda ted adminislJ ative and li.nancial implications, the 
h}urth Cummittee adc)ptecl draft consensus A/C.4/31/L.24 
without <:bjection (see para. 72 below, draft consensus IV). 

XVL Brunei 

6(J. \! tlw .~2nd meeting, tlie Ch.1irman drew :nkntil'll 
tu a ,I,;Jit n·~,·llttion concernmg !>runei (.\/C.4/3l/L 12). 

61. At the 26th meeting, the representative of Malaysia 
introduced draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.l2. which was 
finally sponsored by the following Member States: Egypt, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mozambique, Philippines. Syrian 
Arab Republic and United Republic of Tanzania. 

62. At the 28th meeting. following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and tlnancial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31 /L.12 
by 107 votes to none, with 15 abstentions (see para. 71 
below, draft resolution XII). 

XVII. United States Virgin Islands 

63. At the 28th meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a draft resolution concerning the United States Virgin 
Islands (A/C.4/31/L.25), which was sponsored by the 
following Member States: Dominican Republic, Ivory Coast 
and Sierra Leone. 

64. At the same meeting, the representative of the Ivory 
Coast, on behalf of the sponsors, submitted an oral revision 
to the text of the draft resolution, by which the fourth 
preambular paragraph was deleted. 

65. At its 29th meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C .4/ 
31/L.25, as orally revised. without objection (see para. 71 
below, draft resolution XIII). 

XVIII. Guam 

66. At the 31st meeting, the Chairman drew attention to 
a draft resolution concerning Guam (A/C.4/31/L.26), 
which was finally sponsored by the followmg Member 
States: Benin, Comoros, Cuba, lraq. Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic and Libyan Arab Republic. 

67. At its 32nd meeting, following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee, under the terms of rule 1 S3 Llf 

the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, concerning 
the related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/ 3l/L.26 
by a recorded vote of 60 to 21, with 42 abstentiOns (see 
para. 71 below, draft re~olution XIV). The voting wc~s as 
follows: 

In favour. Afghanistan, Albama, Algc1 w, Bahrain, 
Barbados, Benin, Bulgaria , Burundi. H)'elorussian StlVict 
Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, China , Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Czedwslovakia, fkmocratic Kan.pudlc'a, Democratic 
Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, f~quat·.l< ial Guinea, Etltiupia. 
German Democratic Rcpubhc, ( ,]wna. Cnliw;a, Gui11e:l
B1ssau, Guyana, Hungary .. India. ir:Jq, hlll~ic.J Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's DenwcratL· Republic. Ltbyan Ar8b 
Republic, Madagascar, MJh, Mexicn, Mongoli:~, M,)711!1· 
bique, Niger. Nigeri3, Pakistan, Panama, J'.Jpna New Guinea, 
Poland, Sao Tome and Pt incipe. Sicu.J LC"nJ,c, ~~~ll\alia, S1 1 

Lanka, Sudan, Syrian ,\rah Repuhl t<:, 'l ogn, Ligand:• 
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Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
SoL:ialist Republics, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tan1.ania, Vene7uela, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: Australia, Belgmm, Canada, Chile, Denmark, 
Domimcan Republic, France, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Grenada, Haiti, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands. New Zealand, Nicaragua, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burma, Chad, Colombia. Costa Rica, El Salvador, Fiji, 
Finland, Gabon, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, 
Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Nepal. Nurway. Oman, Paraguay, Philip
pines, Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Spain, 
Surinam, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Upper Volta, 
Zaire. 

XIX. F'rcnclz Somali/and 

68. At the 31st meeting, the representative of Egypt 
introduced a draft resolution concerning French Somaliland 
(A/C.4/31/L.27), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Algeria, Benin, Burundi, Cape 
Verde, Chad, Congo, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen and 
Zambia. 

69. At the 32nd meeting, the Chairman drew attention 
to a statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.4/31/L.28), 
submitted in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, concerning the related 
administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution under consideration. 

70. At the same meeting, the Fourth Committee 
adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.27 by a recorded vote 
of 111 to none, with 18 abstentions (see para. 71 below, 
draft resolution XV). The voting was as follows: 

In faJ•uur: Afghanistan, Albania. Algeria, Argentina, 
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros, 
Congo, Costa Rica. Cuba. Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Gabon. Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, 
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia. Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 

Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia. Turl<t>y. 
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. U111on ol 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Repul,lic of I armttt~<r. 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela. Yemen. Yugoslavia. 
Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxem
bourg, Netherlands, Spain, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Recommendations of the Fourth Committee 

71. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to XV he low 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Question of Western Sahara 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Western Sahara, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1900, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of lndeperJ
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Considering the decision of the Assembly of lleads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity, at its thirteenth ordinary session, held at Port Louis 
from 2 to 6 July 1976, to hold an extraordinary session 
devoted to the question of Western Sahara (see A/31 /136· 
S/12141, annex II, resolution AHG/Res. 81 (XIII)). 

Taking note of the part regarding Western Sahara of the 
Political Declaration adopted by the Fifth Conference nf 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries. 
held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976 (A/31/Jq7_ 
annex I, para. 35), 

Recalling its previous resolutions concerning the Ter
ritory, 

Recalling also its resolution 3412 (XXX) of 28 November 
1975 regarding co-operation between the United Natinn~ 
and the Organization of African Unity, 

1. Reaffirms its commitment to the principle of self
determination of peoples in accordance with the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples; 

2. Takes note of the decision taken by the Assern bly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of 
African Unity to convene an extraordinary session with a 
view to finding a just and lasting solution to the problem nf 
Western Sahara; 

3. Decides to postpone consideration of the question nf 
Western Sahara until its thirty-second session; 
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4. Requests the Administrative Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity to inform the Secretary
General of the United Nations of the progress achieved in 
the implementation of the decisions of the Organization of 
African Unity concerning Western Sahara, and invites the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to report on that 
information to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Question of the Solomon Islands 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the Solomon Islands, 

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31 f 
23/Add.8 (part III), chap. XXI), 

Having heard the statement of the administering Power 
(11th meeting), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the Territory, 

Recalling also its resolution 3431 (XXX) of 8 December 
1975 on the question of the Solomon Islands, 

Noting with satisfaction that the Solomon Islands 
achieved full internal self-government on 2 January 1976 
and that the Governments of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the Solomon Islands agree 
that the Territory should proceed to early independence, 

Noting also with satisfaction the development assistance 
provided by the United Kingdom, as the administering 
Power, Australia and New Zealand, as well as the assistance 
of the United Nations Development Programme in the 
economic development of the Territory during 1976, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Solomon 
Islands; 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
Solomon Islands to self-determination and independence, in 
accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Requests the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administering 
Power, to continue to assist the people of the Solomon 
Islands towards the achievement of independence; 

4. Further requests the administering Power, in consul
tation with the people of the Solomon Islands, to continue 

its efforts towards diversification of the economy of the 
Territory; 

5. Stresses the responsibility of the United Nations to 
render all possible assistance to the people of the Solomon 
Islands in their efforts to consolidate their national inde
pendence and, to that end, invites the specialized agencies 
and the institutions associated with the United Nations to 
work out concrete programmes of assistance to the 
Solomon Islands; 

6. Requests the Special Committee to keep the situation 
in the Territory under review. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Question of the Gilbert Islands 

The General Assemb(v, 

Having considered the question of the Gilbert Islands, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III, and A/31/23/Add.S (part III), 
chap. XIX), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the Territory, 

Having heard the statement of the administering Power 
relating to developments in the Territory (11th meeting), 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Gilbert 
Islands (A/31/23/ Add.8 (part III), chap. XIX); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
Gilbert Islands to self-determination and independence in 
conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Requests the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administering 
Power, to continue to take measures to expedite the 
process of decolonization in the Territory in accordance 
with the relevant recommendations of the Special Com
mittee, including in particular the observations of the 
United Nations Visiting Mission dispatched to the Territory 
in 1974;2 

4. Requests that steps be taken towards diversification 
of the economy of the Territory and that the administering 
Power continue to enlist the assistance of the specialized 

2 See Official Records of the General Assemhlv, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 23, chap. XXI, ann~>. I. · 
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agencies and the organizations within the United Nations 
system in the development and strengthening of the 
economy of the Territory; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to the Gilbert Islands, including 
the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission in 
consultation with the administering Power, and to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Question of Tokelau 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the Tokelau Islands, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III, and A/31/23/Add.8 (part II)), including 
in particular the report of the United Nations Visiting 
Mission dispatched to the Territory in June 1976 (A/31/ 
23/Add.8 (part II), annex) at the invitation of the 
Government of New Zealand, as the administering Power, 
and the people of the Tokelau Islands, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Recalling also its resolution 3428 (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, on the question of the Tokelau Islands, 

Having heard the statement of the administering Power 
(12th meeting), 

Having also heard the statement of one of the members of 
the Visiting Mission (24th meeting), 

Mindful of the responsibility of the United Nations to 
help the people of the Tokelau Islands to realize their 
aspirations in accordance with the objectives set forth in 
the Declaration, 

A ware of the special problems facing the Territory by 
virtue of its isolation, small size and meagre resources, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Tokelau 
Islands (A/31/23/ Add.8 (part II)); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
Tokelau Islands to self-determination in conformity with 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Commends the conclusions and recommendations 
contained in the report of the United Nations Visiting 

Mission dispatched to the Tokelau Islands in 1976 (ibid., 
annex, paras. 381421) to the Government of New Zealand, 
as the administering Power, and to the people of the 
Tokelau Islands for their consideration; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the members of the 
Visiting Mission for the constructive work which they 
accomplished, and to the administering Power, the fonos 
(councils) and the people of the Tokelau Islands for the 
close co-operation and assistance extended to the Mission; 

5. Decides that, in accordance with the wishes of the 
people of the Tokelau Islands, as expressed through their 
representatives, and in conformity with the recommen
dation of the Visiting Mission, the Territory shall hence
forth be known as "Tokelau"; 

6. Expresses the view that measures to promote the 
economic development of Tokelau are an important ele
ment in the process of self-determination, and the hope 
that the administering Power will continue to intensify and 
expand its programme of budgetary support and develop
ment aid to the Territory; 

7. Requests the administering Power, in the light of the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Visiting Mission, 
to continue to enlist the assistance of the· specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations 
system, as well as other regional and international bodies, in 
the strengthening and development of the economy of the 
Territory; 

8. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations to consider the methods and scale of their opera
tions, in order to ensure that they shall be able to respond 
appropriately to the requirements of such small and 
isolated Territories as Tokelau; 

9. Requests the administering Power to take the neces
sary measures to intensify programmes of political edu
cation, as well as to ensure the preservation of the identity 
and the cultural heritage of the people of Tokelau; 

10. Requests the Special Committee to continue to 
examine this question at its next session in the light of the 
findings of the Visiting Mission, including the possible 
dispatch of a second visiting mission to Tokelau, as 
appropriate and in consultation with the administering 
Power, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas), 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960,2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965 and 3160 (XXVIII) 
of 14 December 1973, 

Bearing in mind the paragraphs related to this question 
contained in the Political Declaration adopted by the 
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Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Lima from 25 to 30 August 1975,3 and 
in the Political Declaration adopted by the Fifth Confer
ence of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976 
(A/31/197,annex I,para.119), 

Having regard to the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas) (A/31/23/ Add.9 (part III), chap. XXX) 
and, in particular, the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Special Committee concerning the Territory (ibid., 
para. 8), 

1. ApproPes the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas) and, in particular, the conclusions and 
recommendations of the Special Committee concerning the 
Territory; 

2. nxpresses its gratitude for the continuous efforts 
made by the Government of Argentina, in accordance with 
the relevant decisions of the General Assembly, to facilitate 
the process of decolonization and to promote the well
being of the population of the islands; 

3. Requests the Governments of Argentina and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to 
expedite the negotiations concerning the dispute over 
sovereignty as requested in General Assembly resolutions 
2065 (XX) and 3160 (XXVIII); 

4. Calls upon the two parties to refrain from taking 
decisions that would imply introducing unilateral modifi
cations in the situation while the islands are going through 
the process recommended in the above-mentioned reso
lutions; 

5. Requests both Governments to report to the Secre
tary-General and to the General Assembly as soon as 
possible on the results of the negotiations. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Question ofBelize 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Belize, 

RaPing examined the relevant chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31 / 
23/Add.9 (part I), chap. XXVI), 

Recalling its resolution 3432 (XXX) of 8 December 1975, 

3 A/10217 and Corr.l, annn, para. 87. 
. ~ £ 

Hal'ing heard the statements of the representatives of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(15th meeting) and Guatemala (19th and 26th meetmgs), 

Having also heard the statement of the representative of 
Belize (15th meeting), 

Reaffirming the principles established m the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, set out in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, in particular, that all peoples have the right to 
self-determination, by virtue of which right they freely 
determine their political status and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural development, 

Noting that negotiations have taken place between the 
Government of the United Kingdom, as the administering 
Power, acting in close consultation with the Government of 
Belize, and the Government of Guatemala, pursuant to the 
provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of resolution 3432 (XXX), 

Regretting that these negotiations have not resulted in the 
removal of such obstacles as have hitherto prevented the 
people of Belize from exercising freely and without fear 
their inalienable right to self-determination and 
independence, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Belize 
to self-determination and independence; 

2. Reaffirms that the inviOlability and territorial in
tegrity of Belize must be preserved; 

3. Calls upon all States to respect the right of the people 
of Belize to self-determination, independence and territorial 
integrity, to facilitate the attainment of their goal of a 
secure and early independence and to refrain from any 
action that would threaten the territorial integrity of 
Belize; 

4. Calls also upon the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the 
administering Power, acting in close consultation with the 
Government of Belize, and the Government of Guatemala 
to pursue vigorously their negotiations in accordance with 
the principles of General Assembly resolution 3432 (XXX), 
in order to reach an early conclusion; 

5. Requests the two Governments concerned to report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session on such 
agreements as may have been reached in the negotiations 
referred to above; 

6. Requests the Spec1al Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to continue 1ts examination of the question. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Question of the New Hebrides 

The General AssemNr, 

Having considered the question of the New Hebrides, 
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Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III, and A/31/23/Add.8 (part I), 
chap. XVI), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the Territory, including General Assembly resolutions 
3290 (XXIX) of 13 December 1974 and 3433 (XXX) of 
8 December 1975, 

Aware that France, as an administering Power, has not 
participated in the discussions of the Special Committee 
relating to the Territory, 

Having heard the statements of the representatives of the 
Governments of France (27th meeting) and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (11th 
meeting), as the administering Powers, relating to develop
ments in the New Hebrides, 

Noting the joint communique issued by the Governments 
of France and the United Kingdom on 7 October 1976 
(A/31/286), in which the administering Powers state that it 
is their joint policy to promote the democratic evolution of 
the New Hebrides in accordance with the principle of 
self-determination, 

Conscious of the need to accelerate progress towards the 
full implementation of the Declaration with respect to the 
New Hebrides, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a 
consequence of previous visiting missions to colonial 
Territories, and reiterating its conviction that the dispatch 
of such a mission to the New Hebrides is essential for 
securing adequate and first-hand information in regard to 
the conditions prevailing in the Territory and to the views, 
wishes and aspirations of the people therein with respect to 
their future status, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the New Hebrides, and 
stressing the necessity of diversifying its economy as a 
matter of priority, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the New 
Hebrides (A/31/23/ Add.8 (part I), chap. XVI); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
Territory to self-determination and independence in accord
ance with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Reaffirms its conviction that questions of territorial 
size, geographical isolation and limited resources should in 
no way delay the implementation of the Declaration with 
respect to the New Hebrides; 

4. Notes with satisfaction the establishment of the 
Representative Assembly of the New Hebrides and the 
declared intention of the administering Powers to increase 
progressively the responsibilities enjoyed by that Assembly, 
in accordance with the wishes of the people of the 
Territory; 

5. Reiterates its request that the two administering 
Powers should continue to take measures to expedite the 
process of decolonization in the New Hebrides; 

6. Requests the administering Powers to take all ap
propriate steps to strengthen the economy of the New 
Hebrides and to work out concrete programmes of as
sistance and economic development for the Territory; 

7. Requests the administering Powers to continue to 
enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in ac
celerating progress in all sectors of the national life of the 
Territory; 

8. Requests the Governments of France and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to co
operate with the Special Committee and to consider 
permitting access by a United Nations visiting mission to 
the New Hebrides, and to report on this aspect to the 
Special Committee when it next considers the question of 
the New Hebrides; 

9. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to the New Hebrides, including the 
possible dispatch of a visiting mission in consultation with 
the administering Powers, and to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

Question of Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, Montserrat, 
and the Turks and Caicos Islands 

The General Assembly. 

Having considered the question of Bermuda, the Cayman 
Islands, Montserrat and the Turks and Cakos Islands, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples ( A/31/23 
(part IJ), chap. III, A/31/23/Add.9 (part 1), chap. XXVII, 
and A/31/23/ Add.9 (part Ill), chap. XXIX), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Decimation on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, awJ :11l other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the Territories listed above, in particular Ceneral Assembly 
resolutions 3425 (XXX) and 3427 (XXX) of 8 Dect:mber 
1975, 

Taking into account the statement of the admird::>tering 
Power relating to the Territories listed above (11th 
meeting), 
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Noting the continued readiness of the administering 
Power to grant independence to the peoples of the 
Territories under its administration on the basis of their 
express wishes and aspirations in that regard, and its 
declared policy of fostering the growth of free and 
democratic political institutions in those Territories, 

Conscious of the need to accelerate progress towards the 
full implementation of the Declaration with respect to the 
Territories concerned, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a 
consequence of the United Nations Visiting Mission dis
patched to Montserrat in 1975,4 and reiterating its convic
tion that the dispatch of such missions to colonial 
Territories is essential for securing adequate and first-hand 
information in regard to the political, economic and social 
conditions in those Territories and to the views, wishes and 
aspirations of the peoples therein, 

Mindful that those Territories require the continued 
attention and assistance of the United Nations in the 
achievement by their peoples of the objectives embodied in 
the Charter of the United Nations and in the Declaration, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the Territories con
cerned, and stressing the necessity of diversifying and 
strengthening further their economies as a matter of 
priority in order to promote economic stability and to 
reduce their dependence on fluctuating economic activities, 

1. Approves the chapters of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Bermuda, the 
Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks and Caicos 
Islands (A/31 /23/ Add.9 (part I), chap. XXVII, and A/31 / 
23/ Add.9 (part III), chap. XXIX); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of those 
Territories to self-determination and to independence in 
accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Reaffirms its conviction that questions of territorial 
size, geographical isolation and limited resources should in 
no way delay the implementation of the Declaration with 
respect to the Territories concerned; 

4. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administering 
Power, in consultation with the freely elected representa
tives of the peoples, to continue to take all the necessary 
steps to ensure the full and speedy attainment of the goals 
set forth in the Declaration with respect to the Territories; 

5. Calls upon the administering Power to expand its 
programme of budgetary and development aid and to take 
all possible steps, in consultation with the local authorities 
as appropriate, to diversify and strengthen further the 
economies of the Territories listed above and to work out 
con~.-rcte programmes of assistance and economic develop
ment for those Territories; 

4 See Ufficilll Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 23, chap. XXVIII, annex. 

6. Urges the administering Power, with the co-operation 
of the Governments of the Territories concerned, to 
safeguard the inalienable right of the peoples of those 
Territories to the enjoyment of their natural resources by 
taking effective measures which guarantee the rights of the 
peoples to own and dispose of those natural resources and 
to establish and maintain control of their future 
development; 

7. Welcomes the positive attitude of the administering 
Power with respect to the receiving of United Nations 
visiting missions in the Territories under its administration 
and requests the Chairman of the Special Committee to 
continue his consultation with a view to the dispatch of 
such missions, as appropriate; 

8. Requests the administering Power to continue to 
enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in ac
celerating progress in all sectors of the national life of those 
Territories; 

9. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, 
Montserrat and the Turks and Caicos Islands, including the 
possible dispatch of visiting missions in consultation with 
the administering Power, and to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IX 

Question of Timor 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing the inalienable right of all peoples to 
self-determination and independence in accordance with 
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in its resolution 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1 960, 

Recalling its resolution 348 5 (XXX) of 12 December 
1975 and Security Council resolutions 384 (1975) of 22 
December 1975 and 389 (1976) of 22 April 1976, 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Territory 
(A/31/23/ Add.6), 

Bearing in mind the part regarding the question of East 
Timor of the Political Declaration adopted by the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 
1976 (A/31/197, annex I, para. 36), 

Hal'ing heard the statement of the representative of 
Portugal (13th meeting), 

Having also heard the statement of the representative of 
the Frente Revo1uciomiria de Timor Leste Independente 
(ibid.), 
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Mindful that all States should, in conformity with 
Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter of the United 
Nations, refrain in their international relations from the 
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
national independence of any State, or in any other manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations, 

Deeply concerned at the critical situation resulting from 
the military intervention of the armed forces of Indonesia 
in East Timor, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of East 
Timor to self-determination and independence and the 
legitimacy of their struggle to achieve that right; 

2. Reaffirms its resolution 3485 (XXX) and Security 
Council resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976 ); 

3. Affirms the principles stated in the part regarding the 
question of East Timor of the Political Declaration adopted 
by the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government 
of Non-Aligned Countries; 

4. Strongly deplores the persistent refusal of the Govern
ment of Indonesia to comply with the provisions of General 
Assembly resolution 3485 (XXX) and Security Council 
resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976); 

5. Rejects the claim that East Timor has been integrated 
into Indonesia, inasmuch as the people of the Territory 
have not been able to exercise freely their right to 
self-determination and independence; 

6. Calls upon the Government of Indonesia to withdraw 
all its forces from the Territory; 

7. Draws the attention of the Security Council, in 
conformity with Article 11, paragraph 3, of the Charter of 
the United Nations, to the critical situation in the Territory 
of East Timor and recommends that it should take all 
effective steps for the immediate implementation of its 
resolutions 384 (1975) and 389 (1976) with a view to 
securing the full exercise by the people of East Timor of 
their right to self-determination and independence; 

8. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to keep the situation in the Territory under active 
consideration, to follow the implementation of the present 
resolution, to dispatch to the Territory as soon as possible a 
visiting mission with a view to the full and speedy 
implementation of the Declaration and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled "Question of East 
Timor". 

DRAFT RESOLUTION X 

Question of the British Virgin Islands 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the British Virgin 
Islands, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nationd relating to 
the Territory, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III. and A/31/23/Add.9 (part II)), including 
in particular the report of the United Nations Visiting 
Mission dispatched to the Territory in May 1976 at the 
invitation of the administering Power, the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(A/31/23/Add.9 (part II), annex), 

Having heard the statement of the administering Power 
(11th meeting), 

1. ApproJ•es the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the British Virgin 
Islands (A/31 /23/ Add.9 (part II)); 

2. Reajjirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
British Virgm Islands to self-determination and indepen
dence in accordance with the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the conclusions and recom
mendations of the United Nations Visiting Mission dis
patched to the Territory in May 1976 (ibid., annex, 
paras. 154-170), and expresses its appreciation to the 
members of the Visiting Mission for the constructive work 
accomplished and to the administering Power and the 
Government of the British Virgin Islands for the close 
co-operation and assistance extended to the Mission; 

4. Requests the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the administering 
Power, to continue to take all necessary measures, in 
consultation with the Government of the British Virgin 
Islands, to expedite the process of decolonization in the 
Territory in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration; 

5. Endorses the view of the Visiting Mission that 
measures to promote the economic development of the 
British Virgin Islands are an important element in the 
process of self-determination and expresses the hope that 
the administering Power will continue to intensify and 
expand its programme of budgetary and development aid; 

6. Requests the administering Power, in the light of the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Visiting Mission, 
to continue to enlist the assistance of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations 
system in the development and strengthening of the 
economy of the Territory, and requests those agencies and 
organizations to respond appropriately to the development 
needs of the British Virgin Islands; 

7. f<llrther requests the administering Power, in consulta
tion with the Government of the British Virgin Islands, to 
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pay particular attention to the training of qualified local 
personnel; 

8. Requests the Special Committee to continue the full 
examination of this question at its next session in the light 
of the findings of the Visiting Mission, including the 
possible dispatch of a further mission to the British Virgin 
Islands at an appropriate time and in consultation with the 
administering Power, and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XI 

Question of American Samoa 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of American Samoa, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III, and A/31/23/ Add.8 (part UI), 
chap. XXII), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
American Samoa, 

Omscious of the need to promote progress towards the 
full implementation of the Declaration with respect to 
American Samoa, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a 
consequence of previous visiting missions to Non-Self
Governing Territories, and reiterating its conviction that the 
dispatch of such missions is essential for securing adequate 
and first-hand information in regard to the conditions 
prevailing in those Territories and to the views, wishes and 
aspirations of the peoples therein with respect to their 
future status, 

Mindful that American Samoa requires the continued 
attention and assistance of the United Nations in the 
achievement by its people of the objectives embodied in the 
Charter of the United Nations and in the Declaration, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of American Samoa, and 
stressing the necessity of diversifying its economy as a 
matter of priority in order to reduce its dependence on 
fluctuating economic activities, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to American Samoa 
(A/31 /23/ Add.8 (part III), chap. XXII); 

2. N.ea.ffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
American Samoa to self-determination and independence in 
accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained 
in its resolution 1514 (XV); 

3. Reaffirms its conviction that questions of territorial 
size, geographical location and limited resources should in 
no way delay the implementation of the Declaration with 
respect to American Samoa; 

4. Calls upon the Government of the United States of 
America, as the administering Power, in consultation with 
the freely elected representatives of the people, to continue 
to take all the necessary steps to ensure the full and speedy 
attainment of the goals set forth in the Declaration with 
respect to the Territory; 

5. Calls upon the administering Power to take all 
possible steps to diversify the economy of American Samoa 
and to work out concrete programmes of assistance and 
economic development for the Territory; 

6. Requests the administering Power to consider favour
ably inviting a United Nations mission to visit American 
Samoa for the purpose of observing conditions in the 
Territory and learning first-hand of the aspirations of the 
people concerning their political status; 

7. Urges the administering Power, with the co-operation 
of the Government of American Samoa, to safeguard the 
inalienable right of the people of the Territory to the 
enjoyment of their natural resources by taking effective 
measures to guarantee the rights of the people to own and 
dispose of those natural resources and to establish and 
maintain control of their future development; 

8. Requests the administering Power to continue to 
enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in ac
celerating progress in all sectors of the national life of 
American Samoa; 

9. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to American Samoa, including the 
possible dispatch of a visiting mission in consultation with 
the administering Power, and to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XII 

Question of Brunei 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Brunei, 

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23/ 
Add.8 (part III), chap. XVIII), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as other 
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relevant resolutions and decisions of the United Nations 
relating to the Territory, including in particular the 
consensus on the question adopted by the General As
sembly on 13 December 1974,s 

Recalling also its resolution 3424 (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Brunei to self-determination and independence in accord
ance with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

2. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Brunei; 

3. Notes that no progress has been achieved so far in the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3424 (XXX); 

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to work towards the 
early implementation of resolution 3424 (XXX); 

5. Calls again upon the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, consistent 
with its responsibility as the administering Power, to take 
all steps within its competence to facilitate expeditiously 
the holding of free and democratic elections by the 
appropriate government authorities in Brunei in consulta
tion with and under the supervision of the United Nations, 
in accordance with the inalienable right of the people of 
Brunei to self-determination and independence, and further 
calls, prior to the elections, for the lifting of the ban on all 
political parties and the return of all political exiles to 
Brunei so that they may participate freely and fully in the 
elections; 

6. Calls upon the administering Power, in conformity 
with the provisions of the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly, to extend full co-operation to the 
Special Committee; 

7. Requests the Special Committee to continue to keep 
the situation in the Territory under review and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XIII 

Question of the United States Virgin Islands 

T7ze General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the United States 
Virgin Islands, 

Hal'illg examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part II), chap. III, and A/31/23/Add.9 (part III), 
chap. XXXI), 

5 !hid., Twenty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 31, p. 117, 
item 23. 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the United States Virgin Islands, 

Conscious of the need to promote progress towards the 
full implementation of the Declaration with respect to the 
United States Virgin Islands, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a 
consequence of previous visiting missions to Non-Self
Governing Territories, and reiteratmg its conviction that the 
dispatch of such missions is essential for securing adequate 
and first-hand information in regard to the conditions 
prevailing in those Territories and to the views, wishes and 
aspirations of the peoples therein with respect to their 
future status, 

Mindful that the United States Virgin Islands requires the 
continued attention and assistance of the United Nations in 
the achievement by its people of the objectives embodied in 
the Charter of the United Nations and in the Declaration, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic ccnditions of the Territory, and 
stressing the necessity of diversifying its economy as a 
matter of priority, in order to reduce its dependence on 
fluctuating economic activities, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the United States 
Virgin Islands (A/31 /23/ Add.9 (part III), chap. XXXI); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the 
United States Virgin Islands to self-determination and 
independence in accordance with the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

3. Reaffirms its conviction that questions of territorial 
size, geographical location and limited resources should in 
no way delay the implementation of the Declaration with 
respect to the Territory; 

4. Calls upon the Government of the United States of 
America, as the administering Power, in consultation with 
the freely elected representatives of the people, to continue 
to take all the necessary steps to ensure the full and speedy 
attainment of the goals set forth in the Declaration with 
respect to the United States Virgin Islands; 

5. Calls upon the administering Power to take all 
possible steps to diversify the economy of the Territory and 
to work out concrete programmes of assistance and 
economic development for the United States Virgin Islands; 

6 Requests the administering Power to consider favour
ably inviting a United Nations mission to visit the United 
States Virgin Islands for the purpose of observing condi
tions in the Territory and learning first-hand of the 
aspirations of the people concerning their political status; 
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7. Urges the administering Power, with the co-operation 
of the Government of the Territory, to safeguard the 
inalienable right of the people of the Territory to the 
enjoyment of its natural resources by taking effective 
measures which guarantee the rights of the people to own 
and dispose of those natural resources and to establish and 
maintain control of their future development; 

8. Requests the administering Power to continue to 
enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in ac
celerating progress in all sectors of the national life of the 
United States Virign Islands; 

9. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to the United States Virgin 
Islands, including the possible dispatch of a visiting mission 
in consultation with the administering Power, and to report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION XIV 

Question of Guam 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Guam, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31 /23 
(part II), chap. III, A/31/23 (part IV), annex IV, and 
A/31/23/Add.8 (part III), chap. XXIII), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
Guam, in particular General Assembly resolutions 
3429 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 and 3481 (XXX) of 11 
December 1975, 

Conscious of the need to accelerate progress towards the 
full implementation of the Declaration with respect to 
Guam, 

Deploring the policy of the administering Power in 
continuing to maintain military installations on Guam, in 
contravention of the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a 
consequence of previous visiting missions to colonial 
Territories and reiterating its conviction that the dispatch 
of such missions is essential for securing adequate and 
first-hand information in regard to the conditions prevailing 
in those Territories and to the views, wishes and aspirations 
of the peoples therein with respect to their future status, 

Mindful that Guam requires the continued attention and 
assistance of the United Nations in the achievement by its 
people of the objectives embodied in the Charter of the 
United Nations and in the Declaration, 

A ware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of Guam, and stressing 
the necessity of diversifying its economy as a matter of 
priority in order to reduce its dependence on fluctuating 
economic activities, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Guam 
(A/31 /23/ Add.8 (part III) chap. XXIII); 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Guam 
to self-determination and independence in accordance with 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Reaffirms its conviction that questions of territorial 
size, geographical location and limited resources should in 
no way delay the implementation of the Declaration with 
respect to the Territory; 

4. Calls upon the Government of the United States of 
America, as the administering Power, in consultation with 
the freely elected representatives of the people, to continue 
to take all the necessary steps to ensure the full and speedy 
attainment of the goals set forth in the Declaration with 
respect to Guam; 

5. Strongly deprecates the establishment of military 
installations on Guam as being incompatible with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV); 

6. Calls upon the administering Power to take all 
possible steps to diversify the economy of the Territory and 
to work out concrete programmes of assistance and 
economic development for Guam; 

7. Calls upon the administering Power to reconsider its 
attitude towards receiving United Nations visiting missions 
and to permit access by such a mission to the Territory; 

8. Urges the administering Power, with the co-operation 
of the Government of Guam, to safeguard the inalienable 
right of the people of the Territory to the enjoyment of its 
natural resources by taking effective measures which 
guarantee the rights of the people to own and dispose of 
those natural resources and to establish and maintain 
control of their future development; 

9. Requests the administering Power to continue to 
enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in acceler
ating progress in all sectors of the national life of Guam; 

10. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
the best ways and means for the implementation of the 
Declaration with respect to Guam, including the possible 
dispatch of a visiting mission in consultation with the 
administering Power, and to report to the General Assem
bly at its thirty-second session on the implementation of 
the present resolution. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION XV 

Question of French Soma/iland 

The General Asscmb~!', 

HaFing ronsidered tile question of so-called French 
Somaliland (Djibouti), 

HaFing examined the relevant chapter of the report of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/ 
23/Add.7 (part II)), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

Recalling also its resolutions 2228 (XXI) of 20 December 
1966, 2356 (XXII) of 19 December 1967 and 3480 (XXX) 
of II December 1975 on so-called French Somaliland 
(Djibouti), 

Ha1•ing heard the statements of the representatives of the 
liberation movements, the Front de liberation de Ia Cote 
des Somalis (14th, 17th and 21st meetings) and the 
Mouvement de liberation de Djibouti (17th meeting), 

HaFing also heard the statements of the President of the 
Government Council of the Territory (14th and 20th 
meetings), as well as those of the representatives of the 
political parties, namely, the Ligue populaire africaine pour 
l'independance (17th meeting), the Union nationale pour 
l'independance (20th meetmg) and the Mouvement popu
laire de liberation (17th meeting), and of a petitioner (20th 
meeting), 

Taking note of the solemn declarations of the leaders of 
the delegations of Ethiopia and Somalia before the Council 
of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity at its 
twenty-seventh ordinary session, held at Port Louis from 24 
June to 3 July 1976, and before the Fourth Committee of 
the General Assembly (14th, 17th, 20th, 21st and 23rd 
meetings). affirming that their respective Governments 
would recognize, respect and honour the independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of so-called French 
Somaliland (Djibouti) after its accession to independence, 

Taking note also of the resolution on the question of 
so-called French Somaliland (Djibouti) adopted by the 
Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Lima from 25 to 30 August 1975,6 and 
of the part regarding that question contained in the 
Political Declaration adopted by the Fifth Conference to 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976 (A/31/197, 
annex I, para. 37), 

HaFing heard the statement of the representative of 
France, as the administering Power (14th meeting), and in 
particular the expressed commitment of his Government to 
lead the Territory to independence in 1977, 

6 A/ 10217 and Corr.1, annex I, resolu lion I. 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
so-called French Somaliland (Djibouti) to self-deter
mination and independence; 

2. Reaffirms also its unqualified support of the right of 
the people of so-called French Somaliland (Djibouti) to 
immediate and unconditional independence, in accordance 
with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Calls upon the Government of France to implement 
scrupulously and equitably, under democratic conditions, 
the programme for the independence of so-called French 
Somaliland (Djibouti), as outlined by the representative of 
France in his statement before the Fourth Committee of 
the General Assembly (I 4th meeting), within the indicated 
time frame, namely, the summer of 1977; 

4. Urges the leaders of the Government Council of the 
Territory, as well as the representatives of the liberation 
movements, the Front de liberation de Ia Cote des Somalis 
and the Mouvement de liberation de Djibouti, and of the 
political parties and groups, to enter into the broadest 
possible discussions on neutral grounds, under the-auspices 
of the Organization of African Unity, with a view to 
resolving their differences, and to agree on a common 
political platform before the holding of a referendum, in 
conformity with the resolution adopted by the Council of 
Ministers at its twenty-seventh ordinary session 7 and 
subsequently approved by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government at its thirteenth ordinary session; 

5. Also calls upon the Government of France to co
operate fully with the Organization of African Unity in its 
effort to convene, in accordance with the decision of the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government, a round-table 
conference for the speedy implementation of the request 
contained in paragraph 4 above; 

6. Requests the Government of France to consider the 
result of the referendum in its totality, thus respecting the 
territorial integrity of the future State; 

7. Demands that the Government of France withdraw its 
military base from the Territory without delay; 

8. Further calls upon the Government of France to 
allow and facilitate the return to the Territory of all 
refugees who are bona fide citizens of the Territory, in 
accordance with the Organization of African Unity Conven
tion Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in 
Africa of I 0 September 19698 and the Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees of 1951 ;9 

9. Requests the Government of France, in order to 
ensure the implementation of the request contained in 
paragraph 8 above, to set up an ad hoc committee in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Fact-Finding 
Mission of the Organization of African Unity;t o 

10. Reaffirms its resolution 3480 (XXX); 

7 A/31/196 and Corr.l, annex, resolution CM/Res. 480 (XXVII). 
8 Organization of African Unity, document CM/267/Rev.J. 
9 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545, p. 137. 
10 Organization of African Unity, document CM/7.59/XXVIJ. 
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11. Hndorses all resolutions adopted by the Organization 
of African Unity on the question of so-called French 
Suma!Jland (Djibouti) and, in particular, resolutions CM/ 
Rcs.431 /Rev.! (XXV)! t and CM/Res.480 (XXVII),t 2 as 
wdl as the declaration adopted by the Organization of 
African Umty Co-ordinating Committee for the Liberation 
uf Africa, as approved by the Council of Ministers at its 
twenty-seventh ordinary session and the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government at its thirteenth ordinary session, 
and welcomes the solemn declarations by the leaders of the 
delegations of Ethiopia and Somalia before the Council of 
Mmisters of the Organization of African Unity and before 
the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly that their 
c;overnments would recognize, respect and honour the 
independence and sovereignty of so-called French Somali
land (Djibouti) and its territorial integrity after its accession 
tu independence; 

I 2. Calls upon all States to refrain from interfering in 
the internal affairs of the Territory and to abstain from any 
action likely to impede or adversely affect the current 
process of the country's accession to independence; 

13. Welcomes the statements by the representatives of 
the people of so-called French Somaliland (Djibouti) in 
which they declared that the Territory would become a 
member of the United Nations and of the Organization of 
African Unity immediately after independence, 

1-+. Hndorses the decisions of the Organization of 
African Unity and the United Nations to send represen
tatives to observe the referendum and all subsequent stages 
of the independence process to ensure that the principle of 
self-determination in the Territory is carried out smoothly 
and in the most democratic manner; 

15. Urges all Member States, the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system, in 
co-operation with the administering Power, to render all 
possible moral and material assistance to the people of the 
Territory. 

72. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft consensuses: 

DRAFT CONSENSUS I 

Question of St. Helena 

The General Assembly, having heard the statement of the 
representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, as the administering Power (lith meet
ing), and having examined the relevant chapter of the 
report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Cranting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31/23/Add.S (part III), chap. XX), reaffirms the 
inalienable right of the people of St. Helena to self-deter
mination in conformity with the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960. Noting the commitment 

11 Sc·~ -\II 0297, anne;.. I. 
' ' · c·.· A, 1 1/196 and Corr.1, annex. 

of the Government of the United Kingdom to respect the 
wishes of the people of the Territory in relation to their 
advance towards self-determination, and to carry out a 
policy aimed at implementing the consensus on St. Helena 
adopted by the Assembly on 8 December 1975,1 3 the 
General Assembly reaffirms that continued development 
assistance from the administering Power, together w1th any 
assistance that the international community may be in a 
position to provide, cons!Jtutes an 1mportant means of 
developing the economh: potential of the Territory and of 
enhancing the capacity of its people to realize fully the 
goals set forth in the relevant provisions of the Charter of 
the United Nations. The General Assembly also notes the 
positive attitude of the administering Power with respect to 
the question of receiving visiting missions and requests the 
Chairman of the Special Committee to continue his 
consultations in that regard with a view to the d1spatch of 
such a mission to the Territory, as appropriate. The General 
Assembly requests the Special Committee, in continued 
co-operation with the administering Power, to seek the best 
ways and means to implement the Declaration with respect 
to St. Helena and to report thereon to the Assembly at its 
thirty-second session. 

DRAFT CONSENSUS II 

Question of Tul'alu 

The General Assembly, having heard the statement of the 
representative of the Umted Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, as the administering Power (11th meet
ing), and having examined the relevant chapter of the 
report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31/23/Add.S (part III), chap. XIX), reaffirms 
the inalienable right of the people of Tuvalu to self-deter
mination in conformity with the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960. The General Assembly notes that, fol
lrwing the referendum held in the former Territory of the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands in August 1974 and observed in 
part by a United Nations visiting mission,! 4 the separation 
of the Ellice Islands from the former Territory was 
satisfactorily completed and the new Territory, Tuvalu, was 
brought into being on 1 January 1976 with well-established 
institutions of self-government. Further noting that discus
sions on the future of the Territory are taking place at 
present, the General Assembly urges the administering 
Power to continue to assist the people of the Territory to 
realize their aspirations in accordance with their right to 
self-determination. The General Assembly requests the 
Special Committee, in continued co-operation with the 
administering Power, to seek the best ways and means to 
implement the Declaration with respect to the Territory 
and to report thereon to the Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

13 Official Records of the General Assembly, Tlurtieth Sesswn, 
Supplement No. 34, p. 119, 1tcm 23. 

14 Ibid., Twcnty-nin th Sessum, Supplement No. :!3, chap, XXI, 
anne:-. I. 
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DRAFT CONSENSUS III 

Question of Gibraltar 

The General Assembly, noting that, since the approval of 
its resolution 3286 (XXIX) of 13 December 1974, talks
which are still continuing--have been held between the 
Governments of Spain and of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland on the question of Gibraltar, 
urges both Governments to make possible without delay, 
taking due account of current circumstances, the initiation 
of the negotiations envisaged in the consensus adopted by 
the Assembly on 14 December 19731 s with the object of 
reaching a lasting solution to the problem of Gibraltar, in 
the light of the relevant resolutions of the Assembly and in 
the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations. 

DRAFT CONSENSUS IV 

Question of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

The General Assembly, having examined the relevant 
chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (A/31 /23/Add.8 (part I), chap. XV), 
and having heard the statement of the representative of the 
administenng Power (26th meeting), on the imple
mentation of the relevant provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations and of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained 
in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, with 
regard to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, notes with apprecia
tion the close co-operation of Australia, as the adminis
tering Power concerned, in the relevant work of the Special 
Committee. and its continued preparedness to receive a 
further visiting mission to the Territory at an appropriate 

15 Ibid., Twenty-ezghth Session, Supplement No. 30, p. Ill, 
agenda Item 23. 

time. Bearing in mind the responsibility of the adminis
tering Power to create such conditions as will enable the 
people of the Territory to determine fully their future 
political status, the General Assembly notes the measures 
taken so far by the Government of Australia in the light of 
the conclusions and recommendations contained in the 
report of the 1974 visiting mission to the Territory .1 6 The 
General Assembly also notes that the Government of 
Australia is reviewing recent developments in the Territory. 
The General Assembly views with concern the division of 
opinion among the people of the Territory concerning their 
future and expresses the hope that, in the light of that 
review, the administering Power will take steps to remedy 
this division and assess what measures might best be taken, 
having regard to the obligations of the administering Power, 
with a view to enabling the people of the Territory to 
exercise their right to self-determination in accordance with 
the principles of the Charter and the Declaration. The 
General Assembly requests the Special Committee, in 
continued co-operation with the administering Power, to 
seek the best ways and means to implement the Declaration 
with respect to the Territory, in the light of the detailed 
information to be provided by the administering Power in 
1977, and to report thereon to the Assembly at its 
thirty-second session. 

* 
* * 

73. The Fourth Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

The General Assembly decides to defer until its thirty
second session consideration of the questions of Pitcairn 
and of Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent. 

16 Ibid., Twenty-ninth Session, Supplement No. :!3, chap. XX. 
annex, sect. E. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.29 AND ADD.l-3* 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria. Bunmdi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gennan Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guine~Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, 
India, Iraq. Jamaica, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan. Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft resolution 

lmplemcntatul!l of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Indepcndence to 0Jlonia1 C'oulltries and PPop!es 

Tlzc General Assemh(1·. 

"'Dv.·upwnt A/31/l..:.>'l/Add.l, o! 13 December 1976, was issued 
to Jdd •\I~L·na, ( 'h:~d, l ~~Y pt, Uhh>Jli:!, Iraq, Lesotho, Mozambique, 
NI~,'rb .md 1he United Republic of Cameroon to the list of 'ponsors 
of tl"' dt~,fi resr,[utwn: document A/31/L.29/ Add.2, of 16 De
' '·mbc·1 l 97ti, WJ; i"ucd to add Gttinta and Somalia: and document 
A/3l 1 L2QjA,\d.]. ot' 17 December 1976, \\'as mucd to add Sao 
Ton1~' Hld l'lltH.qK~. 

f Original: English/ 
f 10 December 1976) 

Having examined the report of the Special Committee on 
t!Je Situation with regard to the Jmplement~·tion of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (A/31 /23 (part I) :md Corr.l, 
A/31/23 (parts II and III) and Add.J-5, Add.5/C'orr.l and 
Add.6-10), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem her 1960. 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. and its resolu1.on 
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2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing the pro
gramme of action for the full implementation of the 
Declaration, 

Recalling all its previous resolutions concerning the 
implementation of the Declaration, in particular resolution 
3481 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, as well as the relevant 
resolutions of the Security Council, 

Condemning the continued colonialist and racist repres
sion of millions of Africans, in Namibia by the Government 
of South Africa through its persistent, illegal occupation of 
the international Territory, and in Zimbabwe by the illegal 
racist minority regime; 

Deeply conscious of the pressing need to take all the 
necessary measures to bring about the speedy and complete 
elimination of the last vestiges of colonialism, particularly 
with respect to Namibia and Zimbabwe, where efforts to 
perpetuate illegal racist minority rule have brought untold 
suffering and bloodshed to the peoples of those Territories, 

Strong(v deprecating the policies of those States whi~.:h, in 
defiance of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations, 
continue to collaborate with the Government of South 
Africa and with the illegal racist minority regime in 
Southern Rhodesia, thus perpetuating their domination of 
the peoples in the Territories concerned, 

Noting that the success of the national liberation struggle 
and the resultant international situation have provided the 
international community with a unique opportunity to 
make a decisive contribution towards the elimination of the 
remaining vestiges of colonialism in Africa, 

Noting with satisfaction the work accomplished by the 
Special Committee with a view to securing the effective and 
complete implementation of the Declaration and other 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations, in particular the 
important consultations undertaken by the Ad Hoc Group 
established by the Special Committee at its 1029th meeting 
on 1 April 1976 (see A/31 /23/ Add. I), as well as the 
constructive results achieved as a consequence of the 
visiting missions to the British Virgin Islands (see A/31/23/ 
Add.9 (part II)), and Tokelau (see A/31/23/ Add.8 (part 
II)), 

Noting also with satisfaction the co-operation and active 
participation of the administering Powers concerned in the 
relevant work of the Special Committee, as well as the 
continued re~diness of the Governments of Australia, New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to receive United Nations visiting missions 
in the Territories under their administration, and deeply 
deploring the negative attitude of those administering 
Powers which, despite the repeated appeals addressed to 
them by the General Assembly and the Special Committee, 
persist in their refusal to co-operate with the Special 
Committee in the discharge of the mandate entrusted to it 
by the Assembly, 

Reiterating its com•iction that the total eradication of 
racial discrimination, apartheid and violations of the basic 
human rights of the peoples in colonial Territories will be 
achieved with the greatest speed by the faithful and 
complete implementation of the Declaration, 

1. Reaffirms its resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2621 (XXV) 
and all other resolutions on decolonization, and calls upon 
the administering Powers, in accordance with those resolu
tions, to take all the necessary steps to enable the 
dependent peoples of the Territories concerned to exercise 
fully and without further delay their inalienable right to 
self-determination and independence; 

2. Declares once again that the continuation of colonial
ism in all its forms and manifestations-including racism, 
apartheid, the exploitation by foreign and other interests of 
economic and human resources, and the waging of colonial 
wars to suppress the national liberation movements of the 
colonial Territories in Africa-is incompatible with the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and poses 
a serious threat to international peace and security; 

3. Reaffimls its determination to take all necessary steps 
with a view to the complete and speedy eradication of 
colonialism and to the faithful and strict observance by all 
States of the relevant provisions of the Charter, the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and the guiding principles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

4. Affirms once again its recognition of the legitimacy of 
the struggle of the peoples under colonial and alien 
domination to exercise their right to self-determination and 
independence by all the necessary means at their disposal; 

5. Approves the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples covering its work during 1976, 
including the programme of work envisaged for 1977 
(A/31/23 (part I) and Corr.l, paras. 149-161); 

6. Calls upon all States, in particular the administering 
Powers, and the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system to give effect to the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Special 
Committee for the speedy implementation of the Declara
tion and the relevant resolutions of the United Notions; 

7. Condemns the intensified activities of foreign eco
nomic and other interests which are impeding the imple
mentation of the Declaration with respect to the colonial 
Territories, particularly in southern Africa; 

8. Strong(v condemns all collaboration in both the 
nuclear and military fields with the Government of South 
Africa and calls upon all States concerned to refrain from 
extending to that Government, directly or indirectly, any 
facilities or collaboration which increase its nuclear and 
military potential; 

9. Requests all States, directly and through their action 
in the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system, to withhold assistance of any 
kind from the Government of South Africa and from the 
illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia until 
they restore to the peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe their 
inalienable right to self-determination and independenc~ 
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and to refrain from taking any action which might imply 
recognition of the legitimacy of the domination of the 
Territories by those regimes; 

10. Calls upon the colonial Powers to withdraw imme
diately and unconditionally their military bases and instal
lations from colonial Territories and to refrain from 
establishing new ones; 

11. Urges all States, directly and through their action in 
the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system, to provide all moral and material 
assistance to the oppressed peoples of Namibia and Zim
babwe and, with respect to the other Territories, requests 
the administering Powers, in consultation with the Govern
ments of the Territories under their administration, to take 
steps to enlist and make effective use of all possible 
assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in the 
strengthening of the economies of the&e Territories; 

12, Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek 
suitable means for the immediate and full implementation 
of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) in all Territories 
which have not yet attained independence and, in partic
ular: 

(a) To formulate specific proposals for the elimination of 
the remaining manifestations of colonialism and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

(b) To make concrete suggestions which could assist the 
Security Council in considering appropriate measures under 
the Charter with regard to developments in colonial 
Territories that are likely to threaten international peace 
and security; 

(c) To continue to examine the compliance of Member 
States with the Declaration and with other relevant 
resolutions on decolonization, particularly those relating to 
Namibia and Southern Rhodesia; 

(d) To continue to pay particular attention to the small 
Territories, including the sending of visiting missions 
thereto, as appropriate, and to recommend to the General 
Assembly the most suitable steps to be taken to enable the 
populations of these Territories to exercise their right to 
self-determination, freedom and independence; 

(e) To take all necessary steps to enlist world-wide 
support among Governments, as well as national and 
international organizations having a special interest in the 
field of decolonization, in the achievement of the objectives 
of the Declaration and the implementation of the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, particularly as concerns 
the oppressed peoples of Namibia and Zimbabwe; 

13. Calls upon the administering Powers to co-operate, 
or continue to co-operate, with the Special Committee in 
the discharge of its mandate and, in particular, to par
ticipate in the work of the Committee relating to the 
Territories under their administration and to permit the 
access of visiting missions to the Territories in. order to 
secure first-hand information and ascertain the wishes and 
aspirations of their inhabitants; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
Special Committee with the facilities and services required 
for the implementation of the present resolution, as well as 
of the various resolutions and decisions on decolonization 
adopted by the General Assembly and the Special Com
mittee. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.30 AND ADD.l-3* 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Romania, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft resolution 

Dissemination of information on decolonization 

Tile General AssembZr, 

HaPing examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple-

"'Document A/3l/L.30/ Add. I, of 13 December 1976, was issued 
tn add Algeria, Chad, l·:gypt, Ethiopia, Iraq, the Lao People's 
Dc·mocratic Republic. Le,othu, MozdmbH]Ul', Nigeria, Tumsia and 
the United Republic of Cameroon to the lbt of sponsors of the draft 
resolution. document A/31/L.30/Add.2, nf 16 December 1976, was 
Issued to add Gabon, GumL'a dnd Somalm; and document A/31/ 
L30/ Add.3. of 17 De<L'mber 1976, was issued to add Sao Tome and 
Pt incipe. 

[Original: English/ 
[ 10 December 1976/ 

mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the 
question of publicity for the work of the United Nations in 
the field of decolonization (A/31/23 (part II), chap. II), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations concerning 
the dissemination of information on decolonization, in
cluding in particular General Assembly resolution 
3482 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

Reiterating the importance of publicity as an instrumen l 
for furthering the aims and purposes of the Declaration and 
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mindful of the pressing need for taking all possible steps to 
acquaint world public opinion with all aspects of the 
problems of decolonization with a view to assisting effec
tively the peoples of the colonial Territories to achieve 
self-determination, freedom and independence, 

Aware of the increasingly important role being played in 
the widespread dissemination of relevant information by a 
number of non-governmental organizations having a special 
interest in the field of decolonization, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the 
question of publicity for the work of the United Nations in 
the field of decolonization; 

2. Reaffirms the importance of effecting the widest 
possible dissemination of information on the evils and 
dangers of colonialism, on the determined efforts of the 
colonial peoples to achieve self-determination, freedom and 
independence and on the assistance being provided by the 
international community towards the elimination of the 
remaining vestiges of colonialism in all its forms; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, having regard to the 
suggestions of the Special Committee, to continue to take 
concrete measures through all the media at his disposal, 
including publications, radio and television, to give wide
spread and continuous publicity to the work of the United 
Nations in the field of decolonization and, inter alia: 

(a) To continue, in consultation with the Special Com
mittee, to collect, prepare and disseminate basic material, 
studies and articles relating to the problems of decoloni-

zation through the Office of Public Information of the 
Secretariat and the unit on information relating to decolo
nization established in pursuance of General Assembly 
resolution 3164 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and, in 
particular, to continue to publish the periodical Objective: 
Justice and other publications, special articles and studies 
of the Office of Public Information and to select from 
among them appropriate material for wider dissemination 
by means of reprints in various languages; 

(b) To seek the full co-operation of the administering 
Powers concerned in the discharge of the tasks referred to 
above; 

(c) To intensify the activities of all information centres, 
particularly those located in western Europe; 

(d) To maintain a close working relationship with the 
Organization of African Unity by holding periodic consul
tations and by systematically exchanging relevant infor
mation with that organization; 

(e) To enlist the support of non-governmental organi
zations having a special interest in the field of decoloni
zation in the dissemination of the relevant information; 

(f) To report to the Special Committee on the measures 
taken in implementation of the present resolution; 

4. Invites all States, the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system and non
governmental organizations having a special interest in the 
field of decolonization to undertake or intensify, in 
co-operation with the Secretary-General and within their 
respective spheres of competence, the large-scale dissemina
tion of the information referred to in paragraph 2 above. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.31 AND ADD.l-3* 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Norway, Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft resolution 

International Conference in Support of the Peoples 
of Zimbabwe and Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Deeply concerned at the situation obtaining in Zimbabwe 
and Namibia as a result of the continued oppression and 

*Document A/31/L.31/Add.1, of 15 December 1976, was issued 
to add Egypt, Ethiopia, Somalia and the Sudan to the hst of 
sponsors of the draft resolution; document A/31/L. 31/ Add. 2, of 16 
December 1976, was issued to add the Congo, Jamaica and the 
Syrian Arab Republic; and document A/31/L.31/Add.3, of 17 
December 1976, was issued to add Algeria, Bulgaria, Czecho
slovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Norway, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Togo, Uganda and the United Republic of 
Cameroon. 

[Original: English] 
[ 14 December 1976] 

domination of their peoples by the illegal racist minority 
regime of Southern Rhodesia and the racist regime of South 
Africa in defiance of the decisions of the Security Council 
and the General Assembly, 

Mindful of the special responsibility of the United 
Nations to support the struggle of the people of Zimbabwe 
and Namibia to exercise their inalienable right to self
determination and independence in accordance with the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

Having approl'ed the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
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Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, including in particular the findings 
of the Ad Hoc Group established by the Special Committee 
at its 1029th meeting on I April 1976 (A/31/23/Add.l, 
para. 17 and annex 1), 

Deeply conscious of the urgent and continuing need to 
arouse world public opinion with a view to assisting 
effectively the peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia to 
self-determination, freedom and independence, and to 
intensify the widespread dissemination of information on 
the struggle for liberation being waged by the peoples of 
these Territories and their national liberation movements 
against the repressive, colonialist and racist domination of 
their countries by the minority regimes concerned, 

Bearing in mind the constructive results of the Inter
national Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims 
of Colonialism and Apartheid in Southern Africa, held at 
Oslo from 9 to 14 Aprill973,1' 

Noting the recommendation by the Special Committee 
that the United Nations should convene during 1977 an 
international conference in support of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia (A/31/23/Add.1, para. 16) and the 
endorsement of this recommendation by the United Na
tions Council for Namibia, 

17 For the report of the Conference, see document A/9061, 
annex. 

Noting the statement of the Government of Mozambique 
that it would welcome a decision by the General Assembly 
to hold a conference at Maputo, 

1. Decides that the International Conference in Support 
of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia shall be held 
during 1977 for the purpose of mobilizing world-wide 
support for and assistance to the peoples of those Ter
ritories in their struggle for self-determination and indepen
dence; 

2. Welcomes the fact that the Government of Mo
zambique is prepared to hold the Conference at Maputo; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, to organize the said 
Conference at Maputo, in consultation with the Organiza
tion of African Unity, and authorizes the Secretary-General 
to provide the necessary staff and services for the 
Conference; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to give the widest 
possible publicity to the Conference through all the media 
at his disposal, including press releases, radio and television; 

5. Requests the Special Committee and the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on the results of the 
Conference. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 85th plenary meeting, on 1 December 1976, the General Assembly considered 
draft resolutions I to XV and draft consensuses I to IV submitted by the Fourth 
Committee in its report (A/31/326, paras. 71 and 72). 

Draft resolutions I to IV were adopted without a vote; draft resolution V was adopted 
by a recorded vote of 102 to 1, with 32 abstentions; draft resolution VI was adopted by a 
roll-call vote of 115 to 8, with 15 abstentions; draft resolutions VII and VIII were 
adopted without a vote; draft resolution IX was adopted by a recorded vote of 68 to 20, 
with 49 abstentions; draft resolutions X and XI were adopted without a vote; draft 
resolution XII was adopted by a recorded vote of 120 to none, with 14 abstentions; draft 
resolution XIII was adopted without a vote and draft resolutions XIV and XV were 
adopted by recorded votes of 61 to 22, with 42 abstentions, and 117 to none, with 19 
abstentions, respectively. For the final texts, see resolutions 31/45 to 31/59.18 

The Assembly then adopted draft consensuses I to IV (see decisions 31/406 A 
to D18). 

At the same meeting, on the recommendation of the Fourth Committee (A/31/326, 
para. 73), the General Assembly decided to defer until its thirty-second session 
consideration of the questions of Pitcairn, and of Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts-Nevis 
-Anguilla, St. Lucia and St. Vincent (see decision 31/406 E). 

At its 104th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1976, the General Assembly 
considered the draft resolutions circulated as documents A/31/L.29 and Add.1-3, 
A/31/L.30 and Add.1-3 and A/31/L.31 and Add.1-3. The first two draft resolutions were 
adopted by recorded votes of 121 to 2, with 8 abstentions, and 132 to none, with 
2 abstentions, respectively; the third was adopted without a vote. For the final texts, see 
resolutions 31/143 to 31/145.18 

18 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 25 which 
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Document No. 

A/31/23 (part I) 
and Corr.l, A/31/23 
(parts II-V), A/31/23/ 
Add.1-4, Add.5 and 
Corr.1, Add.6, Add.? 
(parts I and II), Add.8 
(parts I-III}, Add. 9 
(parts I-III) and 
Add.10 

A/31/23/Rev.l 

A/31/42-S/11923 

A/31/48-S/11971 

A/31/52-S/11981 

A/31/55 

A/31/56-S/11997 

A/31/59-S/12002 

A/31/91-S/12076 

A/31/94 

A/31/98 

A/31/106-S/ 12095 

A/31/109-S/12097 

A/31/112-S/12108 

A/31/114-S/12116 

A/31/121 

A/31/136-S/12141 

A/31/138-S/12143 

A/31/197 

Title or description 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples 

Idem 

Question of Timor: letter dated 22 December 1975 from the representative 
of Indonesia to the Secretary-General 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 6 February 1976 from the 
representative of Algeria to the Secretary-General 

Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace: 
letter dated 13 February 1976 from the representative of Madagascar to 
the Secretary-General 

Questwn of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas): letter dated 23 February 1976 
from the representative of Argentina to the Secretary-General 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 26 February 1976 from the 
representative of Spain to t:1e Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 8 March 1976 from the representative of Algeria to the 
Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 17 May 1976 from the representative of Algeria to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 20 May 1976 from the representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General transmitting the text of the 
message of congratulations from the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR and the Soviet Government to African Heads of State and 
Government on the occasion of Africa Liberation Day 

Letter dated 27 May 1976 from the representative of the German 
Democratic Republic to the Secretary-General transmitting the text of 
the message of congratulations from the Chairman of the Council of 
State of the German Democratic Republic on the occasion of the 
thirteenth anniversary of the founding of the Organization of African 
Unity, addressed to the Heads of State of the OAU member countries 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 14 June 1976 from the 
representative of Mauritania to the Secretary-General 

Question of Timor: letter dated 15 June 1976 from the representative of 
Indonesia to the Secretary-General 

QuestiOn of Western Sahara: letter dated 23 June 1976 from the 
representative of Algeria to the Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 24 June 1976 from the representative of Mauritania to 
the Secretary-General 

Question of the New Hebrides: letter dated 2 July 1976 from the 
representatives of France and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to the Secretary-General 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 13 July 1976 from the 
representative of Algeria to the Secretary-General 

Idem: letter dated 15 July 1976 from the representative of Mauritania to 
the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 1 September 197 6 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General transmitting the documents of the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 

Observations and references 

Replaced by A/31/23/Rev.1 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 23 

See Official Records of the Se
curity Council, Thirtieth Year, 
Supplement for October, No
vember and December 1975 

Ibid., Thirty-first Year, Supple
ment for January, February 
and March 1976 

Ibid. 

Ibid., document S/11973 

Ibid., Supplement for January, 
February and March 1976 

Ibid. 

Ibid., Supplement for April, 
May and June 1976 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Se
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for April, 
May and June 1976 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the Se
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for July, 
August .2nd September 1976 

Ibid. 

Mimeographed 



Document No. 

A/31/237 

A/31/269 

A/31/283 

A/31/286 

A/31/306 

A/31/368 

A/C.4/31/3 

A/C.4/31/4 

A/C.4/31/7 

A/C.4/31/8 and Add.1·3 

A/C.4/31/L.3 

A/C.4/31/L.5 

A/C.4/31/L.6 

A/C.4/31/L.6/Rev.1 

A/C.4/31/L.7 

A/C.4/31/L.8 

A/C.4/31/L.8/Rev.1 

A/C.4/31/L.9 

A/C.4/31/L.10 

A/C.4/31/L.12 

A/C.4/31/L.13 

A/C.4/31/L.14 

A/C.4/31/L.l5 

A/C.4/31/L.17 

A/C.4/31/L.18 

A/C.4/31/L.19 

A/C.4/31/L.19/Rev.1 

A/C.4/31/L.20 

A/C.4/31/L.20/Rev.l 
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Title or description Observations and references 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the Ditto 
Secretary-General transmitting the texts of the resolutions adopted by 
the Seventh Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers 

Question of French Somaliland: note verbale dated 15 October 1976 from Ditto 
the representative of Somalia to the Secretary-General 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 26 October 1976 from the Ditto 
representative of Algeria to the Secretary-General 

Question of the New Hebrides: letter dated 26 October 1976 from the Ditto 
representatives of France and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to the Secretary-General 

Question of Western Sahara: letter dated 28 October 1976 from the Ditto 
representative of Morocco to the Secretary-General 

Question of Timor: letter dated 1 December 1976 from the representative Ditto 
of Indonesia to the President of the General Assembly 

Question of Brunei: request for hearing Ditto 

Question of Western Sahara: request for hearing Ditto 

Question of Timor: request for hearing Ditto 

Question of French Somaliland: requests for hearing Ditto 

Question of the Solomon Islands: draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 19 and 
71, draft resolution II 

Question of Timor: draft resolution Idem, para. 42 

Question of the British Virgin Islands: draft resolution Replaced by A/CA/31/ 
L.6/Rev.1 

Idem: revised draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 48, 51 
and 71, draft resolution X 

Question of the Gilbert Islands: draft resolution Idem, paras. 21 and 71, draft 
resolution III 

Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas): draft resolution Replaced by A/C.4/31/L.8/Rev.1 

Idem: revised draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 26 and 
71, draft resolution V 

Question of Timor-administrative and financial implications of draft Mimeographed 
resolution A/C.4/31/L.5: note by the Secretary-General 

Question of Belize: draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 29 and 
71, draft resolution VI 

Question of Brunei: draft resolution Idem, paras. 61 and 71, draft 
resolution XII 

Question of Western Sahara: draft resolution Idem, paras. 16 and 71, draft 
resolution I 

Question of the Tokelau Islands: draft resolution Idem, paras. 24 and 71, draft 
resolution IV 

Question of Timor: draft resolution Idem, paras. 44 and 71, draft 
resolution IX 

Question of St. Helena: draft consensus For the text, see A/31/362, 
para. 72, draft consensus I 

Question of Tuvalu: draft consensus Idem, draft consensus II 

Question of the New Hebrides: draft resolution Replaced by A/C.4/31/ 
L.19/Rev.1 

Idem: revised draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 31, 32 
and 71, draft resolution VII 

Question of Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks and Replaced by A/C.4/31/L.20/ 
Caicos Islands: draft resolution Rev.l 

Idem: revised draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 34, 35 
and 71, draft resolution VIII 
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A/C.4/31/L.21 

A/C.4/31/L.22 

A/C.4/31/L.23 

A/C.4/31/L.24 

A/C.4/31/L.25 

A/C.4/31/L.26 

A/C.4/31/L.27 

A/C.4/31/L.28 

A/C.5/31/52 

A/C.S/31/59 

A/31/366 

A/C.5/31/74 

A/C.S/31/96 

A/31/442/Rev.1 
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Title or description 

Question of Timor-administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution A/C.4/31/L.15: note by the Secretary-General 

Question of American Samoa: draft resolution 

Question of Gibraltar: draft consensus 

Question of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands: draft consensus 

Question of the United States Virgin Islands: draft resolution 

Question of Guam: draft resolution 

Question of French Somaliland: draft resolution 

Question of French Somaliland- administrative and financial implications 
of draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.27: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolutions IX and 
XV, submitted by the Fourth Committee in document A/31 /362 

Note by the Secretary-General [draft resolution IX] 

Note by the Secretary-General [draft resolution XV] 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolutions 
contained in documents A/31 /L29 and A/31 /L.31 

Note by the Secretary-General (draft resolution A/31/L.29] 

Note by the Secretary-General [draft resolution A/31/L.31] 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 53, 54 
and 71, draft resolution XI 

For the text, see A/31/362, 
para. 72, draft consensus III 

Idem, draft consensus IV 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/362, paras. 63, 64 
and 71, draft resolution XIII 

Idem, paras. 66 and 71, draft 
resolution XIV 

Idem, paras. 68 and 71, draft 
resolution XV 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda 
item 92 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda 
item 92 
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DOCUMENT A/31/113 

Special report of the Security Council 

1. In a letter dated 22 April 1976 addressed to the 
Secretary-General, the President of the People's Republic of 
Angola submitted the application of the People's Republic 
of Angola for membership in the United Nations (A/31/85-
S/12064). 

2. At its 1931 st meeting, on 22 June 1976, the Security 
Council included the question in its agenda without 
objection. The President, in the absence of a proposal to 
the contrary, referred the application to the Committee on 
the Admission of New Members for consideration and 
report, in accordance with rule 59 of the provisional rules 
of procedure. 

3. The Committee on the Admission of New Members 
met on 23 June and, as it was unable to make a unanimous 
recoill'nendation to the Security Council, it approved a 
report (S/ 121 09)1 reflecting the attitudes of delegations 
towards the application. · 

4. At its 1932nd meeting, on 23 June, the Security 
Council considered the report of the Committee on the 
Admission of New Members. The President, with the 
consent of the Council, invited the representatives of 
Algeria, Bulgaria, Cuba, the German Democratic Republic, 
India. Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Mongolia, Portugal and 
Yugoslavia, at their requests, to participate in the discussion 
of the question without the right to vote, pursuant to 
Article 31 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

5. At the same meeting, the Council agreed, pursuant to 
a request made in a letter dated 23 June 1976 from the 
representatives of Benin, the Libyan Arab Republic and the 
United Republic of Tanzania (S/12111 ),I to invite the 
representative of the People's Republic of Angola to 

I Sl·e Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-first Year, 
Supplement for April, May and June 1976. 

f Original: Chinese/ English/ French/Russian/Spanish} 
f24June 1976} 

present the point of view of his Government on the 
question inscribed on the agenda. 

6. In the course of the discussion, the representative of 
the United Republic of Tanzania introduced a draft 
resolution (S/ 1211 O)I sponsored by Benm, Guyana, Libyan 
Arab Republic, Romania, Union of Soviet Sociahst Repub
lics and United Repubhc of Tanzania, whereby the Security 
Council would recommend to the General Assembly the 
admission of the People's Republic of Angola to mem
bership in the United NatiOns. 

7. At the 1932nd meeting. the Security Council pro
ceeded to vote on the s1x-Power draft resolution (S/12110). 
That draft resolution received 13 votes in favour and 
1 against, with no abstentions; one member (China) did not 
participate in the vote. The draft resolution was therefore 
not adopted owing to the negative vote of a permanent 
member. The voting was as follows: 

In fa!'aur: Benin, France, Guyana. Italy. Japan, Libyan 
Arab Republic, Pakistan, Panama. Romania, Sweden. Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and Umted Republic of 
Tanzania. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: None. 

8. As the Secunty Council therefore does not recom
mend the applicant State for membership, it decided at the 
same meeting to submit this special report to the General 
Assembly, m accordance with the third paragraph of rule 
60 of its provisional rules of procedure, and to transmit 
therewith the verbatim records of its 193!st and 1932nd 
meetings which contain a complete record of the 
discussion.2 

2Jbid., Tlzuty-first Year, I 93 ht and 1932nd meetmgs. 

DOCUMENT A/31/176 

Letter dated 16 August 1976 from the President of the 
Security Council to the Secretary-General 

f Origmal: Fnglislzj 
fl6August 197fi} 

I have the honour to request you to tra!1smit to the General Assembly the following 
resolution (resolution 394 ( 1976)) on the admission of the Republic of Seychelles to 
membership in the United Nations, adopted by the Secunty Council at Its 1952nd 
meeting, on 16 August 1976: 

"The Security Council, 

"Hm·ing examined the apphcatwn of the Republic of Seychelles for admissiOn to 
membership in the United Nations (A/31 /173-S/12164 ), 
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"Recommends to the General Assembly that the Republic of Seychelles be 
admitted to membership in the United Nations." 

In accordance with the second paragraph of rule 60 of the provisional rules of 
procedure, I also request you to transmit to the General Assembly, for its information, 
the verbatim records of the 1951 st and 1952nd meetings of the Security Council, at 
which the application of the Republic of Seychelles was discussed. 

(Signed) I sao ABE 
President of the Securi(l' Council 

DOCUMENT A/31/330 

Special report of the Security Council 

1. In a Jetter dated I 0 August 1976 addressed to the 
Secretary-General, the Pnme Minister of the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam sub:nitted the application of tl:c 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam for membership in the 
United Nations (A/31/180-S/12183). 

2. At its 195 5th meeting, on 10 September 1976, the 
Security Council included the question in its agenda 
without objection. The President, in the absence of a 
proposal to the contrary, referred the application to the 
Comnuttee on the Admission of New Members for con
sideration and report, in accordance with rule 59 of the 
provtsional rules of procedure. The Security Council de
cided that the Committee on the Admisston of New 
Members should meet on 14 September to consider the 
applicatton, but on 14 September, following an initiative of 
the French delegation, the Council decided to postpone 
consideration of the matter until a date in November 
( S/12200).3 

3. The Committee on the Admission of New Members 
held two meetings, on 10 November, and as it was unable 
to make a unammous recommendation to the Security 
Council, it approved a report (S/12225)4 reflecting the 
attitudes of delegations towards the application. 

4. At its !970th to 1972nd meetings, on 12 and 15 
November, the Security Council considered the report of 
the Committee on the Admission of New Members. The 
President, with the consent of the Council, invited the 
representatives of Bulgaria, the Byelorusstan Soviet Socialist 
Repubhc, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, 
Democratic Yemen, the German Democratic Republic, 
Guinea, Hungary, India, the Lao People's Democratic 
Repubhc, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mextco, Mongolia. 
Poland, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Ukraiman 
Sovtet Soctalist Republic and Yugoslavia, in accordance 
with their requests, to participate in the discussion of the 
question without the right to vote, pursuant to Article 3 I 
of the Charter of the Umted Nations. 

5. At tts 1972nd meeting, the Counctl agreed, pursuant 
to a request made in a letter dated 15 November 1976 from 

3 Jhul., Tlurty-first }'ear. Supplement jar July, August and 
Sef'{cmhcr 19 76. 

I Original: Chinese/ English/ French/ Russian/Spanish/ 
I 15 November 1976/ 

the representatives of Benin, China, France, Guyana, the 
Libyan Arab Republic, Pakistan, Romania, Sweden, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Repub
lic of Tanzania (S/12229),4 to invite the representative of 
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to present the point of 
view of his Government on the question inscribed on the 
agenda. 

6. In the course of the discussion, the representative of 
Guyana introduced a draft resolution (S/12226),4 spon
sored by Benin, China, France, Guyana, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Pakistan, Panama, Romania, Sweden, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and United Republic of Tan
zania, whereby the Security Council would recommend to 
the General Assembly the admission of the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam to membership in the United 
Nations. 

7. At the same meeting, the Security Council proceeded 
to vote on the 11-Power draft resolution (S/12226). The 
draft resolution received 14 votes in favour and 1 against, 
with no abstentions. The draft resolution was therefore not 
adopted owing to the negative vote of a permanent 
member. The voting was as follows: 

in fa)'(Jllr: Benin, China, France, Guyana, Italy, Japan, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Pakistan, Panama, Romania, 
Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Tanzania. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstai11ing: None. 

8. As the Security Council therefore was unable to 
recommend the application of the Socialist Republic of 
Viet Nam for membership in the United Nations, it decided 
at the same meeting to submit this special report to the 
General Assembly, in accordance with the third paragraph 
of rule 60 of its provisional rules of procedure, and to 
transmit therewith the verbatim records of its 1955th and 
1970th to 1972nd meetings, which contain a complete 
record of the discussion.s 

4 lhtd., Supplement jor October, No1•emher and December 1976. 
5 lhtd., Thirty-first Year. 1 955th and 1970-197 2nd llll'L'tlllg,, 



4 General Aaembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

DOCUMENT A/31/340 

Letter dated 22 Novemter I 976 from the President of the Security Council to the Secretary-General 

I have the honour to request you to transmit to the 
General Assembly the following resolution (resolution 
397 (1976)) on the admission of the People's Republic of 
Angola to membership in the United Natiqns, adopted by 
the Security Council at its I974th meeting, on 22 
November 1976: 

"The Security Council, 

"Having examined the application of the People's 
Republic of Angola for admission to the United Nations 
(A/31 /85-S/ I2064 ), 

"Recommends to the General Assembly that the 
People's Republic of Angola be admitted to membership 
in the United Nations." 

It will be recalled that on 23 June I976 the Security 
Council approved a special report to the General Assembly 
(A/3I/I13) concerning its consideration of the application 
of the People's Republic of Angola at its I93I st and 
1932nd meetings, on 22 and 23 June. In accordance with 
the request contained in a letter dated 15 November 1976 
from the representatives of Benin, the Libyan Arab 

[Original: Spanish/ 
[22 November 1976/ 

Republic and the United Republic of Tanzania (S/12230), 6 

the Security Council renewed its consideration of this 
application at its 1973rd and 1974th meetings, on 19 and 
22 November. 

I would point out that, when adopting the aforemen
tioned resolution, the Security Council decided to avail 
itself of the provisions of the final paragraph of rule 60 of 
its provisional rules of procedure in order to submit its 
recommendation to the General Assembly. 

In accordance with the second paragraph of rule 60 of the 
provisional rules of procedure, I request you to transmit to 
the General Assembly, for its information, the verbatim 
records of the 1973rd and 1974th meetings of the Security 
Council, at which the application of the People's Republic 
of Angola was discussed. 

(Signed) Jorge Enrique ILLUECA 
President of the Security Council 

6/bid., Thirty-first Year, Supplement for October, November and 
December 1976. 

DOCUMENT A/31/369 

Letter dated I December 1976 from the President of the Security Council to the Secretary-General 

I have the honour to request you to transmit to the 
General Assembly the following resolution (resolution 
399 (1976)) on the admission of Western Samoa to 
membership in the United Nations, adopted by the Security 
Council at its 1977th meeting, on I December 1976: 

"17ze Security Council, 

"Having examined the application of Western Samoa 
for admission to the United Nations (A/31/364-S/12245), 

"Recommends to the General Assembly that Western 
Samoa be admitted to membership in tlte United 
Nations." 

/Original: French/ 
/1 December 1976] 

I would point out that, when adopting the aforemen
tioned resolution, the Security Council decided to avail 
itself of the provisions of the final paragraph of rule 60 of 
its provisional rules of procedure in order to submit its 
recommendation to the General Assembly. 

In accordance with the second paragraph of rule 60 of the 
provisional rules of procedure, I would also request you to 
transmit to the General Assembly, for its information, the 
verbatim records of the 1976th and 1977th meetings of the 
Security Council, at which the application of Western 
Samoa was discussed. 

(Signed) Ion DATC'U 
President of the Security Council 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.l AND ADD.l* AND 2** 

Afghanistan, Australia, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, Botswana, Canada, 
China, Cyprus, Egypt, Fiji, France, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, New Zealand, Nigeria, Panama, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft resolution 

f Original: English/ 
/17 September 1976/ 

Admission of the Republic of Seychelles to membership 
in the United Nations 

The General Assemb(v, 

HaFing receil'ed the recommendation of the Security Council of 16 August 1976 that 
the Republic of Seychelles should be admitted to membership in the United Nations 
(A/31/176), 

Having considered the application for membership of the Republic of Seychelles 
( A/31 /173-S/12164 ), 

Decides to admit the Republic of Seychelles to membership in the United Nations. 

*Document A/31/Ll/Add.l of 20 September 1976 was t~sued to add Egypt, Indonesia, Malawt 
and Peru to the list of sponsors of the draft re~olu tion. 

**Document A/31/L.l/Add.2 of 21 September 1976 was issued to add Afghanistan, Bhutan. 
Botswana, China, Iran, Iraq, the Ivory Coast, the Lao People's Drmocratte Republic, Mali, Romama, 
Somalia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo and Yugoslavia to the hst of sponsors of the draft 
rc~olution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.21 AND ADD.l *AND 2** 

s 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, 
Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, Romania, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Admission of new Members to the United Nations 

The General Assemb(v, 

HaFing examined the special report of the Security 
Council to the General Assembly (A/31 /330), 

*Document A/31/L.21/Add.l of 24 November 1976 was issued 
to add Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Finland, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mauritania, the Philippmes and Senegal to the hst of sponsors of the 
draft resolution. 

**Document A/31/L21/Add.2 of 26 November 1976 was issued 
to add Afghani~tan, Cape Verde, Cyprus, the Ivory Coast, Kuwait, 
Lesotho, Malaysia, Maldives, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Swrra Leone, Trmidad and 
Tobago, the United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta and Yemen 
to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution. 

I Original: English/ 
/ :!.3 November 19 76/ 

Taking note of the letter of 18 November 1976 from the 
Permanent Observer of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
to the United Nations addressed to the President of the 
General Assembly (A/31/349), 

Conl'inced of the ability and willingness of the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam to carry out the obligations of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Reiterating its conviction that the Socialist Republic of 
Viet Nam is fully qualified for membership in the United 
Nations in accordance with Article 4 of the Charter, 

Recalling that resolution 3366 (XXX) of 19 September 
1975, in which the General Assembly requested the 
Security Council to reconsider immediately and favourably 
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the application of Viet Nam, was adopted by 123 votes in 
favour and none against, 

Security Council prevented the adoption of the draft 
resolution supported by fourt~en members of the Council 
recommending the admission of the Socialist Republic of 
VietNam to membership in the United Nations, Noting that in the general debate of the current session of 

the General Assembly the admission of Viet Nam to 
membership in the United Nations received the unequivocal 
and widespread support of the Members of the Organi
zation, 

txpressing deep regret and concern that, on 15 November 
1976,7 one negative vote by a permanent member of the 

7 Ibid., Thirty-first Year, 1972nd meetmg. 

1. Considers that the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
should be admitted to membership in the United Nations; 

2. Accordingly recommends that the Security Council 
should reconsider the matter favourably in strict con
formity with Article 4 of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

DOCUMENT A/3l/L.22 AND ADD.l* 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cape 
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Papua New 
Guinea, ·Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

f Original: English/ French/ 
/30 November 19 76/ 

Admission of the People's Republic of Angola to 
membership in the United Nations 

The (;eneral Assembly, 

Hal'ing received the recommendation of the Security Council of 22 November 1976 
that the People's Republic of Angola should be admitted to membership in the United 
Nations (A/31 /340), 

Having considered the application for membership of the People's Republic of Angola 
(A/31/85-S/12064), 

Decides to admit the People's Republic of Angola to membership in the United 
Nations. 

*Document A/31/L.22/Add.I of I December 1976 was issued to add Bangladesh, Brazil, the 
Central Atncan Republic, C'lcchoslovakia, Gabon, Papua New Guinea, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Zaire· to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.32 AND ADD.l* 

Afghanistan, Australia, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, Botswana, Canada, 
China, Cyprus, Egypt, Fiji, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guyana, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Malta, Mozambique, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lankll, Swaziland, Thailand. Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain ;.nd Northern Ireland, Uuited 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft 
resolution 

f Original: English/ 
/14 December 1976} 

Admission of the Independent State of Western Samoa 
to membership in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having receired the recommendation of the Security Council of 1 December 1976 
that the Independent State of Western Samoa should be admitted to membership in the 
United Nations (A/31/369), 

Hal!ing considered the application for membership of the Independent State of 
Western Samoa ( A/31 /364-S/ 12245 ), 

Decides to admit the Independent State of Western Samoa to membership in the 
United Nations. 

*Document A/31/L.32/Add.1 of 15 Decl'mbcr 1976 wa' t'sucd to add Alg,hantstan, BhutJn, 
Botswana, L!-'Yrt. Liberia, Maldives, MoLambiquc, Ntgl'T and Samaha to the ltst of sponsor' of the 
draft re,olu tton. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1st plenary meeting, on 21 September 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutia.l A/31 /L.l and Add.! and 2 concerning the admission of the Republic of 
Seychelles to membership in the United Nations. For the final text, sec resolution 31/J.R 

At its 80th plenary meeting, on 26 November 1976, the General Assembly by a 
roll-call vote of 124 to 1, with 3 abstentions, adopted draft resolution A/31 /L.21 and 
Add. I and 2. For the final text, see resolution 31/21.8 

At its 84th plenary meeting, on 1 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/31 /L.22 and Add. I concerning the admission of the People's Republic 
of Angola to membership in the United Nations. For the final text. see resolution 31/44.R 

At its I OOth plenary meeting, on I 5 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/3 I /L.32 and Add.! concerning the admission of the Independent State 
of Western Samoa to membership in the United Nations. For the final text, see resolution 
3I/I04.R 

8 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Document No. 

A/31/85-S/12064 

A/ 31 I 17 3-S/ 12164 

A/31 /180-S/12183 

A/31/197 

A/31/334 

A/31/349 

A/31/364-S/12245 

General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 26 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Application of the People's Republk of Angola for admission to 
member~hip in the United Nations: note by thl' Secretary-General 

Application of the Republic of Seychelles for admission to membership in 
the United Nations: note by thl' Secretary-General 

Application of the Socialist Republic of Viet-Nam for admission to 
membership in the United Nations: note by the Secretary-General 

Letter dated I Sl·ptember 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secn·tary-General, transmitting the documents of the Fifth Conference 
of lleads of State or Government of Non-Aligned ('ountric~ 

Letter dated 17 November 1976 from the rl'presentatiw of Sri Lanka to 
the President of the Genl·ral Assembly 

Letter dated 18 November 1976 from the Permanent Observer of the 
Socialist Republic of VietNam to the President of the General Assembly 

Application of Western Samoa for admission to membership in the United 
Nations: note by the Secretary-General 

Observations and references 

Sec Official Records of the Se· 
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for April, 
May and June 1976 

Ibid., Supplement for July, Au
gust and September 1976 

1bid. 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Sn· Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplemellt for Oc
tober, November and De
cember /976 

Utho In United Natlo111, New York 77-36606-0ctober 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.20 AND ADDJ * 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Republic of Tanzania and 
Yugoslavia: draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3376 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
(A/31/35), 

Deeply concerned that no just solution to the problem of 
Palestine has been achieved and that this problem therefore 
continues to aggravate the Middle East conflict, of which it 
is the core, and to endanger international peace and 
security, 

Reaffirming that a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East cannot be established without the achievement, inter 
alia, of a just solution of the problem of Palestine on the 
basis of the attainment of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people, including the right of return and the 
right to national independence and sovereignty in Palestine, 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

*Document A/31/L20/Add.l of 23 November 1976 was issued 
to add Sierra Leone and the United Republic of Tanzania to the list 
of sponsors of the draft resolution. 

[Original: English/ 
[22 November 1976/ 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
for its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the 
General Assembly; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Committee and 
endorses the recommendations contained therein, as a basis 
for the solution of the question of Palestine; 

3. Decides to circulate the report to all the competent 
bodies of the United Nations and urges them to take 
necessary action, as appropriate, in accordance with the 
Committee's programme of implementation; 

4. Urges the Security Council to consider once again as 
soon as possible the recommendations contained in the 
report, taking fully into account the observations made 
thereon during the debate in the General Assembly at its 
thirty-first session, in order to take necessary measures to 
implement the above-mentioned recommendations of the 
Committee so as to achieve early progress towards a 
solution of the problem of Palestine and the establishment 
of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East; 

5. Authorizes the Committee to exert all efforts to 
promote the implementation of its recommendations and 
to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session; 
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6. Requests the Committee to promote greatest possible 
dissemination of information on the programme of imple
mentation through non-governmental organizations and 
other appropriate means; 

the Committee with all the necessary facilities for the 
performance of its tasks, including summary records of its 
meetings; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to give the widest 
possible publicity to the Committee's work and to provide 

8. Decides to include the item entitled "Question of 
Palestine" in the provisional agenda of its thirty-second 
session. 

Document No. 

A/31/35 

A/31/44-S/11931 

A/31/63-S/12012 

A/ 31 /90..S/ 1207 3 

A/31/197 

A/31/271 

A/31/324 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 24 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 90 to 16, with 30 abstentions, adopted draft resolution A/31/L.20 and 
Add. I. For the final text, see resolution 31/20.1 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976. the General Assembly decided 
to enlarge the membership of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People by the addition of Guyana, Mali and Nigeria (see decision 
31/3181 ). 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Letter dated 12 March 1976 from the repre~entatJve of Saudi Arab1a to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 13 May 1976 from the represcntallve of the L1byan Arab 
Republic to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting documents of the F1fth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countrie' 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 8 November 1976 from the representative of the Libyan Arab 
Republic to the Secretary-General 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 35 

See Official Records of the Se· 
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for Jan· 
uary, february and March 
1976 

Ibid. 

Ibid.. Supplement for April, 
May and June 19 76 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Dttto 

A/31/339 and Corr.l Letter dated 18 November 1976 from the rcprcsentatlvc of Iraq to the 
Secretary-General 

Dttto 

A/31/346 

A/31/L35 and Add.l 

A/C.5/31/55 

Administrative and financJal implicatJOns of the diaft resolution contained 
in document A/31/L.20: report of the Fifth Committee 

Afghanistan, Cyprus, German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Hungary, 
India, Lao People's Democrattc Republic, Madagascar, Malaysta, Malta, 
Pakistan, Romama, Senegal, Swrra Leone, Ukramtan SovJl't Soctall\t 
Republic and Yugoslavia. draft rcsolutwn 

Adrnmistrativc and finanual tmplicatJOns of the draft resolutwn con tamed 
in document A/3 I /L.20: note b~ the Secretary-General 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Tlnrty·first 
Session, Annexes, agenda 
ttem 92 

Mimeographed 

Dttto 
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Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
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* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Plenary Meetings, 67th meeting. 
** Since 1972, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-seventh session (agenda item 

20), twenty-eighth session (item 26), twenty-ninth session (item 21) and thirtieth session (item 28). 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.IS AND ADD.l * 

Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling all its previous resolutions on co-operation 
between the United Nations and the Organization of 
African Unity, including in particular resolution 
3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, 

Taking note of the relevant resolutions adopted by the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity at its thirteenth ordinary 
session, held at Port Louis from 2 to 6 July 1976, 

Taking into account the statement made by the current 
Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern· 
ment of the Organization of African Unity at the 31st 
plenary meeting of the General Assembly, on 14 October 
1976, 

* Document A/31/L.l8/ Add.l of 16 November 1976 was issued 
to add Botswana, Malawi, Mauritius, Morocco, Rwanda, Sao Tome 
and Principe and Sierra Leone to the list of sponsors of the draft 
resolution. 

[Original: English] 
[ 15 November 1976] 

A m1re of the important role which the Organization of 
African Unity is playing in helping to achieve the objectives 
of the United Nations in the world in general and on the 
African continent in particular, 

Noting with Slltisfaction the continued efforts of the 
Organization of African Unity and the United Nations, the 
specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system to help solve the serious problems 
which principally affect southern Africa, 

A m1re of the urgent need to give increased assistance to 
the victims of colonialism, racial discrimination and apart
heid resulting from the intensified acts of repression against 
the African peoples by the Government of South Africa 
and the illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe), 

Conscious of the need to take effective steps for the 
widest possible dissemination of information relating to the 
struggle of the African peoples concerned for their libera
tion from colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid, 
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Bearing in mind the positive results achieved in the work 
of the United Nations bodies concerned as a direct 
consequence of the participation of representatives of the 
national liberation movements recognized by the Organiza
tion of African Unity in the relevant proceedings of these 
bodies in an observer capacity, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organiza
tion of African Unity (A/31 /217) and commends his efforts 
in promoting such co-operation; 

2. Again expresses its appreciation of the outstanding 
contribution made by the Organization of African Unity in 
the relevant work of the United Nations bodies concerned, 
including in particular the positive role played by the 
Administrative Secretary-General and the General Secre
tariat of the Organization of African Unity; 

3. Welcomes the efforts of the Organization of African 
Unity to find African solutions to some of the issues of 
vital importance to the international community; 

4. Reaffirms the determination of the United Nations, in 
co-operation with the Organization of African Unity, to 
intensify its efforts to find a solution to the present grave 
situation in southern Africa; 

5. Requests the Secretary -General to continue to take 
the necessary measures to strengthen co-operation at the 
political, economic, cultural and administrative levels be-

tween the United Nations and the Organization of African 
Unity in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly, particularly with regard to the provision 
of assistance to the victims of colonialism and apartheid in 
southern Africa, and, in this connexion, draws attention to 
the Assistance Fund for the Struggle against Colonialism 
and Apartheid established by the Organization of African 
Unity; 

6. Draws once again the attention of United Nations 
bodies, in particular the Security Council, the Economic 
and Social Council, the Special Committee against Apart
heid, the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, to the continued need 
to take effective measures to associate closely the Organiza
tion of African Unity regularly with all their work 
concerning Africa; 

7. Invites the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions concerned within the United Nations system to 
continue and intensify their co-operation with the Organi
zation of African Unity; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution and on the 
development of co-operation between the Organization of 
African Unity and the organizations concerned within the 
United Nations system. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 67th plenary meeting, on 16 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/31/L.18 and Add.l. For the fmal text, see Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, resolution 31/13. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 28 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/ 196 and Corr.1 Letter dated 31 August 1976 from the representative of Madagascar to the Mimeographed 
Secretary-General, transmitting the resolutions adopted at the twenty-
seventh regular session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of 
African Unity 

A/31/217 Report of the Secretary-General Ditto 

LithG in United Nations, New York 76-36606-March 1977-2,000 
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* For the discussion of this item, see Official Recordt of the General Atsembly, 17Jirty-fint Seslion, Plenary Meetings, 87th to 92nd, 94th 
and 95th meetings. 

**Since 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth session (agenda item 22), 
twenty-seventh session (item 21), twenty-eighth session (item 22), twenty-ninth session (item 109) and thirtieth session (item 124). 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.24 

Israel: draft resolution 

Peace Conference on the Middle East 

The General Assembly, 

[Original: English] 
[6December 1976] 

Recalling that all Member States, in their acceptance of the Charter of the United 
Nations, have undertaken a commitment to act in accordance with Article 2 of the 
Charter and to settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that 
international peace and security and justice are not endangered, 

Reaffirming the urgent necessity of establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle 
East, 

Calls on Egypt, Israel, Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic to reconvene without 
delay at the Peace Conference on the Middle East under the co-chairmanship of the 
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in order to resume 
negotiations without prior conditions on the establishment of a just and durable peace in 
the Middle East as called for in Security Council resolutions 242 ( 1967) of 22 November 
1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.25 

India, Malta, Senegal, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia: amendments to document A/31/L.24 

I Original: English] 
/6 December 1976] 

1. Insert the following as the second preambular paragraph: 

"Recalling all relevant United Nations resolutions concerning the Middle East,". 

2. Replace the operative paragraph by the following: 

"Calls upon Egypt, Israel, Jordan, the Syrian Arab Republic and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization to participate in the Peace Conference on the Middle East, 
held under the auspices of the United Nations with the co-chairmanship of the United 
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in order to negotiate 
without delay the establishment of a just and durable peace in the Middle East as 
called for in Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 
338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and General Assembly resolution 3375 (XXX) of 10 
November 1975." 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.26 AND ADD.l-3* 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burundi, Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, Equatorial Guinea, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, India, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Sri Lanka, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
and Zambia: draft resolution 

The situation in the Middle East 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3414 (XXX) of 5 December 197 5 
and noting with concern that no progress has been achieved 
towards the implementation of that resolution, in particular 
its paragraph 4, 

Recalling the debate held in the Security Council in 
January 1976 1 on the problem of the Middle East including 
the Palestinian question, in implementation of sub
paragraph (a) of Council resolution 381 (1975) of 30 
November 1975, 

Deeply concerned at the increasing deterioration of the 
situation in the Middle East due to continued Israeli 
occupation and Israel's refusal to implement United Na
tions resolutions, 

*Documents A/31/L.26/Add.l-3 were issued to add the following 
countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Grenada, 
Guyana, Madagascar, Malaysia and Uganda in document A/31/ 
L.26/Add.1 of 7 December 1976; Cyprus and Zambia in document 
A/31/L.26/Add.2 of 8 December 1976; Afghanistan, Equatorial 
Guinea and Zaire in document A/31/L.26/Add.3 of 9 December 
1976. 

1 See Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-first Year, 
1870th to 1879th meetings. 

I Original: English] 
I 6 December 1976] 

Reaffirming the necessity of establishing a just and lasting 
peace in the region based on full respect for the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations as well 
as for the resolutions concerning the problem of the Middle 
East and the question of Palestine, 

1. Affirms that the early resumption of the Peace 
Conference on the Middle East with the participation of all 
the parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, in accordance with General Assembly resolu
tion 3375 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, is essential for the 
realization of a just and lasting settlement in the region; 

2. Condemns Israel's continued occupation of Arab 
territories in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, 
the principles of international law and repeated United 
Nations resolutions; 

3. Reaffirms that a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East cannot be achieved without Israel's withdrawal from 
all Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the attainment 
by the Palestinian people of their inalienable rights, which 
are the basic prerequisites enabling all countries and peoples 
in the Middle East to live in peace; 

4. Condemns all measures taken by Israel in the oc
cupied territories to change the demographic and geo
graphic character and institutional structure of these 
territories; 
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5. Requests once again all States to desist from supply
ing Israel with military and other forms of aid or any 
assistance which would enable it to consolidate its occupa
tion or to exploit the natural resources of the occupied 
territories; 

6. Requests the Security Council to take effective 
measures, within an appropriate time-table, for the imple-

mentation of all relevant resolutions of the Council and the 
General Assembly on the Middle East and Palestine; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Co
Chairmen of the Peace Conference on the Middle East of 
the present resolution and to submit a report on the 
follow-up of its implementation to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session. 

DOCUMENT A/3l/L.27 AND ADD.l-3* 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bangladesh, Burundi, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Equatorial Guinea, Gambia, Greece, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Pakistan, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, Turkey, United 
Reoublic of Cameroon. United Reoublic of Tanzania. Uooer Volta and Yugoslavia: draft resolution 

Peace Conference on the Middle East 

The General Assembly, 

Having discussed the item en titled "The situation in the 
Middle East", 

Noting the report of the Secretary-General on this item 
(A/31/270-S/12210) and his initiative of 1 April 1976 
(ibid., para. 8), 

Gravely concerned at the lack of progress towards the 
achievement of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East, 

Convinced that any relaxation in the search for a 
comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle 
East problem to achieve a just peace in the area constitutes 
a grave threat to the prospects of peace in the Middle East 
as well as a threat to international peace and security, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To resume contacts with all the parties to the conflict 
and the Co-Chairmen of the Peace Conference on the 

• Documents A/31/L.27/Add.1-3 were issued to add the following 
countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Argentina, 
Greece, Grenada, Guyana, Madagascar and Malaysia in document 
A/31/L27/Add.1 of 7 December 1976; Congo in document A/31/ 
L27/Add.2 of 8 December 1976; Afghanistan, Equatorial Guinea 
and Lesotho in document A/31/L27/ Add.3 of 9 December 1976. 

[Original: English] 
[6 December 1976/ 

Middle East, in accordance with his initiative of 1 April 
1976, in preparation for the early convening of the Peace 
Conference on the Middle East; 

(b) To submit a report to the Security Council on the 
results of his contacts and on the situation in the Middle 
East not later than I March 1977; 

2. Calls for the early convening of the Peace Conference 
on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United 
Nations, not later than the end of March 1977;2 

3. Requests the Security Council to convene subsequent 
to the submission by the Secretary-General of the report 
referred to in paragraph I (b) above, in order to consider 
the situation in the area in the light of that report and to 
promote the process towards the establishment of a just 
and lasting peace in the area; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to inform the 
Co-Chairmen of the Peace Conference on the Middle East 
of the present resolution. 

2 At the 94th plenary meeting, held on 8 December 1976, this 
paragraph was revised by the sponsors to read: 

"2. Calls for the early con':'ening of the Peace Conference on 
the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations and the 
co-chairmanship of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America, not later than the end of March 
1977". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 95th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1976, draft resolution A/31/L.24 and 
the amendments thereto in document A/31/L.25 were withdrawn by their respective 
sponsors. The General Assembly then, by a roll-call vote of 91 to 11, with 29 abstentions, 
adopted draft resolution A/31 /L.26 and Add.l-3 and, by a roll-call vote of 122 to 2, with 
8 abstentions, adopted draft resolution A/31 /L.27 and Add.l-3, as revised by the 
sponsors. For the final texts, see resolutions 31/61 and 31/62 respectively.J 

3 See Of[icilll Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fust Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 17 February 1976 from the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 20 February 1976 from the representative of the United 
States of America to the Secretary-General 
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Letter dated 29 March 1976 from the representative of the Syrian Arab 
Republic to the Secretariat 
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See Official Records of the Se
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Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
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DOCUMENT A/31/225 

Letter dated 20 September 1976 from the President of the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea to the President of the General Assembly 

f Original: f)rglishf 
{23 September 1976/ 

I have the honour to inform you that, at the closing meeting of its fifth session on 17 
September 1976, the Third Umted Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea decided to 
convene its sixth session in New York on 23 May 1977 for a period of seven weeks, with 
a possible extensiOn to eight weeks, should the Conference so decide. 

At the same meeting, the Conference requested the Secretary-General to provide the 
necessary facilities for private consultations between sessions among Governments and 
delegations. 

The Conference also decided to recommend to the General Assembly that it study 
measures to ensure stability and continuity for the secretariat personnel recruited for the 
C onfe renee. 

I should be most grateful if you could ensure that the appropriate action is taken in 
regard t<J the above decisiOns. 

(Signed) Hamilton Shirley AMERASINGHE 
President of the 

Third United Nations Conference 
on the Law of the Sea 
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DOCUMENT A/31/LA 

Bulgaria, El Salvador, Nepal, Nigeria and Norway: draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3067 (XXVIII) of 16 November 
1973, 3334 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974 and 3483 (XXX) 
of 12 December 1975, 

Noting the letter dated 20 September 1976 from the 
President of the Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea to the President of the General Assembly 
(A/31 /225) regarding the decisions reached at the fifth 
session of the Conference, held in New York from 2 August 
to 17 September 1976, 

Having considered the decision of the Conference, as 
conveyed in the letter of its President, that its sixth session 
should be held in New York on 23 May 1977 for a period 
of seven weeks, with a possible extension to eight weeks 
should the Conference so decide, 

Bearing in mind the request of the Conference, referred 
to in the letter from its President, that the Secretary
General should provide the necessary facilities for private 
consultations between sessions among Governments and 
delegations, 

Taking into account the recommendation made by the 
Conference that the General Assembly should study 
measures to ensure stability and continuity for the secre
tariat personnel recruited for the Conference, 

1. Approves the convening of the sixth session of the 
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea in 

[Original: English} 
[26 October 1976} 

New York for the period from 23 May to 8 July 1977 with 
a possible extension to 15 July should the Conference so 
decide; 

2. Reiterates its decision at its thirtieth session 1 to 
accord priority to the Conference in relation to other 
United Nations activities, except those of organs established 
by the Charter of the United Nations; 

3. Authorizes the Secretary-General to make available, 
as appropriate, the necessary facilities for private consulta
tions between sessions among Governments and dele
gations; 

4. Further authorizes the Secretary-Gen..;ral to continue 
to make the necessary arrangements originally provided 
under paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 
3067 (XXVIII) for the efficient and continuous servicing of 
the Conference in 1977 and of subsequent activities as may 
be decided upon by the Conference, as well as to take 
appropriate measures to ensure stability and continuity for 
the secretariat personnel recruited for the Conference; 

5. Recalls, in this connexion, that it noted in para
graph 4 of its resolution 3334 (XXIX) the decision of the 
Conference to accept the invitation of the Government of 
Venezuela to meet at Caracas at an appropriate date for the 
purpose of signing the Final Act and related instruments 
adopted by the Conference and authorized the Secretary
General to make the necessary arrangements to that end. 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 34, resolution 3483 (XXX), para. 2. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document .Yo. 

At its 96th plenary meeting, held on 10 December 1976, the General Assembly 
.1dopted draft resolution A/31 /L.4. For the final text, see resolution 31/63.2 

2 Ibid, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LISt OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 30 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/396 and Corr.\ Admimstrative and fmancial 1mphcations of draft resolutiOn A/31/L.4: See Official Records of the 
report of the Fifth Committee General Assembly, Thirty-first 

Session, Annexes, agenda 
item 92 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-September 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/285 

Report of the First Committee 

1. The items entitled "International co-operation in the 
peaceful uses of outer space: report of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space" and "Preparation of an 
international convention on principles governing the use by 
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television 
broadcasting: report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space" were included in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-first session on the basis of General Assembly 
resolution 3388 (XXX) of 18 November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the two items in its 
agenda and to allocate them to the First Committee for 
consideration and report. 

3. At its 3rd meeting, on 18 October, the First Com
mittee agreed to consider these two items jointly, on the 
understanding .that delegations wishing to do so could make 
separate statements on either item. 

4. The First Committee considered the two items at the 
3rd to lOth meetings, held between 18 and 21 October. 

5. At the 3rd meeting, the Chairman of the Committee 
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space introduced the 
Committee's report (A/31/20). 

[Original: English] 
[28 October 1976] 

6. Following the adjournment of the 4th meeting, on 18 
October, the Committee heard a lecture by Mr. Sagan, a 
professor at Cornell University, with a presentation of 
slides, on the recent landing of the United States Viking 
space craft on the planet Mars. 

7. At the 7th meeting, on 20 October, the Chairman 
introduced to the Committee Soviet cosmonauts General 
Alexei Leonov and Valery Kubasov, following which 
General Leonov addressed the Committee. 

8. At the 9th meeting, on 21 October, a draft resolution 
(A/C.l/31/L.l) was introduced by the representative of 
Austria on behalf of Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, 
Kenya, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nigeria, Poland, 
Romania, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Sweden, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America and Venezuela 
and later co-sponsored by Denmark, Ghana, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Philippines (for the 
text, see the draft resolution in paragraph 14 below, 
excluding operative paragraph 14). 
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9. Statements (A/C.l/31/L.2 and Corr.l and Add.l) on 
the administrative and fmancial implications of the draft 
resolution were submitted by the Secretary-General. 

10. At the lOth meeting, on 21 October, the represen
tative of Romania, on behalf of the co-sponsors, orally 
revised draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.l by adding, between 
operative paragraphs 13 and 14, a new paragraph (for the 
text, see operative paragraph 14 of the draft resolution 
contained in paragraph 14 below). 

11. At the same meeting, a statement was made by the 
Secretary of the Committee on the administrative and 
financial implications of the above revision. 

12. At its lOth meeting, on 21 October, the Committee, 
without a vote, decided to incorporate the oral revision 
proposed by the representative of Romania into the draft 
resolution. 

13. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, by 
consensus, the draft resolution as orally revised. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

14. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

International co-operation in the peaceful uses 
of outer space 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3388 (XXX) of 18 November 
1975, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 

Reaffirming the common interest of mankind in further
ing the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful 
purposes and in extending to States the benefits derived 
therefrom as well as the importance of international 
co-operation in this field, for which the United Nations 
should provided a focal point, as expressed in General 
Assembly resolution 1721 (XVI) of 20 December 1961, 

Reaffirming the importance of international co-operation 
in developing the rule of law in the peaceful exploration 
and use of outer space, 

Welcoming the entry into force on 15 September 1976 of 
the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space, 

1. Endorses the report of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space; 

2. Invites States which have not yet become parties to 
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States 
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
1\1 Jn and Other Celestial Bodies, the Agreement on the 

•e· 0f Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the 
r Objects Launched into Outer Space, the Conven-

tion on International liability for Damage Caused by Space 
Objects and the Convention on Registration of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space to give early consideration to 
ratifying or acceding to those international agreements; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that the Legal Sub-Committee 
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has: 

(a) Achieved considerable progress by: 

(i) Formulating nine draft principles governing the use 
by States of artificial earth satellites for direct 
television broadcasting with a view to concluding an 
international agreement or agreements; 

(ii) Formulating five draft principles and identifying 
three new common elements in the drafts submitted 
and the views expressed by Member States relating to 
the legal implications of remote sensing of the earth 
from space; 

(b) Continued its work on the draft treaty relating to the 
moon, giving priority to the question of natural resources 
of the moon; 

(c) Discussed questions relating to the defmition and/or 
delimitation of outer space and outer space activities; 

4. Recommends that the ugal Sub-Committee, at its 
sixteenth session, should: 

(a) Continue, as matters of high priority, to: 

(i) Consider the draft treaty relating to the moon; 

(ii) Consider completing the elaboration of draft prin
ciples governing the use by States of artificial earth 
satellites for direct television broadcasting with a 
view to concluding an international agreement or 
agreements; 

(iii) Give detailed consideration to the legal implications 
of remote sensing of the earth from space, with the 
particular aim of formulating draft principles on the 
basis of common elements identified by it; 

(b) Pursue its work on questions relating to the defmi
tion and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space 
activities in the remaining time available; 

5. Notes with satisfaction the report of the Scientific 
and Technical Sub-Committee of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on its thirteenth session 
(A/ AC .1 OS I 170), which, inter alia: 

(a) Examines further the question of remote sensing of 
the earth from space, as set out in paragraphs 26 to 81 of 
the report, considering in detail both the current pre-opera
tional/experimental as well as the possible future global/ 
operational phase of remote sensing system or systems; 

(b) Continues in effect the United Nations programme 
on space applications; 

(c) Provides for further study of a possible United 
Nations conference on outer space matters; 



Agenda items 31 and 32 3 

6. Recommends that the Scientific and Technical Sub
Committee should continue at its fourteenth session its 
work on the matters before it, giving priority to the three 
items contained in paragraph 71 of the report of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space; 

7. Endorses the recommendation of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that full utilization be 
made by the Committee and its subsidiary bodies of their 
existing terms of reference with regard to the establishment 
of an appropriate co-ordinating role for the United Nations 
in the field of remote sensing; 

8. Further endorses the recommendation of the Com
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the 
Secretary-General, for consideration by the Scientific and 
Technical Sub-Committee at its fourteenth session, should: 

(a) Undertake the various studies and reports on remote 
sensing of the earth from space, as referred to in paragraph 
42 of the report of the Committee; 

(b) Prepare a study in depth on the question of conven
ing a United Nations conference on space matters, as 
referred to in paragraphs 55 and 56 of that report; 

(c) Request Member States to provide information on 
programmes or plans for generation or transmission of solar 
energy by means of space technology, as referred to in 
paragraph 72 of that report; 

9. Endorses the United Nations programme on space 
applications for 1 977 as referred to in paragraph 46 of the 
report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space; 

10. Approves continuing sponsorship by the United 
Nations of the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching 

Station in India and the CELPA Mar del Plata Station in 
Argentina and expresses its satisfaction at the work being 
carried out at those ranges in the peaceful and scientific 
exploration of outer space; 

11. Reiterates its request to the World Meteorological 
Organization to pursue actively the implementation of its 
tropical cyclone project while continuing and intensifying 
its other related action programmes, including World 
Weather Watch and, especially, the efforts being undertaken 
towards obtaining basic meteorological data and discovering 
ways and means to mitigate the harmful effects of tropical 
storms and to remove or minimize their destructive 
potential, and looks forward to its report thereon in 
accordance with the relevant General Assembly resolutions; 

12. Requests the specialized agencies to provide the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space with 
progress reports on their work, including particular prob
lems in the fields within their competence relating to the 
peaceful uses of outer space; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General, in the light of 
paragraph 73 of the report of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, to consider strengthening the 
Outer Space Affairs Division of the Secretariat; 

14. Notes the invitation extended by the Government of 
Austria to hold the twentieth session of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at Vienna in 1977 and 
accepts that invitation with appreciation; 

15. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space to continue its work, as set out in the present 
and previous resolutions of the General Assembly, and to 
report to the Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/20 

A/31/319 

A/AC.105/ ... 

At its 57th plenary meeting, on 8 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in its report (A/31/285). For the final 
text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement 
No. 39, resolution 31/8. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda items 31 and 32 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

Admmistrative and financial implications of the draft Jesolutwn submitted 
by the Fmt Committee in document A/31/285: report of the Filth 
Committee 

Documents of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 20 

Ibid.. Thirty-first Session, An· 
nexes, agenda 1tem 92 

Documents in th1s series are 
mimeographed 
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Document No. 

A/C.1/31/3 

A/C.l/31/L.1 

A/C.1/31/L.2 and 
Corr.l and Add.1 

A/C.S/31/36 

General Allembly -Thirty-rmt Session- Annexes 

1Ytle or description Observations and references 

Letter dated 4 October 1976, from the representative of the Union of Mimeographed 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution See A/31/285, para. 8 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution contained Mimeographed 
in document A/C.1/31/L.1: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution submitted Ditto 
by the First Committee in document A/31/285: note by the Secretary-
General 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-April 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/414 

Report of the First Committee 

1. The item entitled "Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Strengthening of International Security: report of 
the Secretary-General" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 3389 (XXX) of 18 November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in the 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. The First Committee considered the item at its 53rd to 
58th meetings, from 6 to I 0 December 1976. 

4. The First Committee had before it the report of the 
Secretary-General ( A/31 I !85 and Add. I) submitted in 
accordance with paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolu
tion 3389 (XXX). The annex to the report contained a list 
of additional documents relating to this item which had 
been issued since the consideration of the subject by the 
Assembly at its thirtieth session. The following documents 
were circulated: 

(a) Letter dated 24 December 1975 from the representa
tive of Algeria addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/41); 

(b) Letter dated 30 January 1976 from the representa
tives of Mauritania and Romania addressed to the Secre· 
tary-General ( A/31 /4 7); 

[Original: English/ 
[13 December 1976} 

(c) Letter dated 9 February 1976 from the representative 
of Poland to the United Nations (A/31 /49 and Corr.1 ); 

(d) Letter dated 6 April 1976 from the representatives of 
Mexico and Yugoslavia to the Secretary-General (A/31 /78); 

(e) Letter dated 8 April 1976 from the representative of 
Bulgaria addressed to the Secretary-General (A/31 /79 ); 

(f) Letter dated 1 June 1976 from the representatives of 
Bulgaria and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
addressed to the Secretary-General (A/31/1 02); 

(g) Letter dated 17 June 1976 from the representative of 
Algeria addressed to the Secretary-General (A/ 31/11 0). 

(h) Letter dated 25 June 1976 from the representatives 
of Guinea-Bissau and Romania addressed to the Secretary· 
General (A/31/116); 

(i) Letter dated 18 June 1976 from the representatives of 
Romania and Senegal addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/117); 

(j) Letter dated 2 July 1976 from the representative of 
Chile addressed to the Secretary-General ( A/31 I 123-
S/12127); 

(k) Letter dated 7 July 1976 from the repres.;ntative uf 
the German Democratic Republic addressed to the Secre· 
tary-General (A/31/124); 
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(I) Letter dated 7 July 1976 from the representative of 31/L.43) on behalf of Czechoslovakia, German Democratic 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the Republic and Poland. The text read as follows: 

Secretary-General (AI31I126-S/12130); "The General Assembly, 

(m) Letter dated 27 July 1976 from the representative of 
Morocco addressed to the Secretary-General (A/31/161-
SI12155); 

( n) Letter dated 28 July 1976 from the representatives 
of Morocco and Mauritania addressed to the Secretary
General ( Al31 I 164 ): 

( o) Note verb ale dated 5 August 1976 from the represen
tative of Czechoslovakia addressed to the Secretary-General 
(AI31I174); 

(p) Note verbale dated 13 August 1976 from the Mission 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics addressed to the 
Secretary-General (AI31 1177); 

( q) Letter dated 16 August 1976 from the representa
tives of Benin and Romania addressed to the Secretary
General (AI31 1183): 

(r) Letter dated I 0 September 1976 from the representa
tive of Poland addressed to the Secretary-General 
(AI31I212); 

(s) Letter dated 29 October 1976 from the representative 
of Bulgaria addressed to the Secretary-General 
(AIC.1 131 /7). 

5. At the 55th meeting, on 8 December, the representa
tive of Sri Lanka in traduced a draft resolution ( AIC.l I 
31IL.41) entitled "Non-interference in internal affairs of 
States" on behalf of Algeria, Bangladesh, Egypt, Guyana, 
India, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia and Zambia, later co-sponsored 
by Bhutan, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Cuba, Ghana, Gre
nada, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Madagascar, Mali, Mauri
tius, Morocco, Nepal, Rwanda, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, and 
the United Republic of Tanzania (for the text, see 
paragraph 12 below, draft resolution 1). 

6. At the 57th meeting, on 9 December, the representa
tive of Cyprus introduced draft resolution AIC.1/31/L.42 
on behalf of Algeria. Cyprus, Egypt, India, Iraq, Malta, Sri 
Lanka and Yugoslavia, later co-sponsored by Grenada, 
Mauritius, Morocco, the Syrian Arab Republic and Tunisia. 
The text read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution II in paragraph 12 below, 
with the exception of the fifth preambular paragraph, 
which read as follows: 

"Noting the successful outcome of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, emphasizing that 
the security of Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle 
East is closely interrelated, and expressing its conviction 
that the implementation of the Final Act of that 
Conference through agreed means will contribute to the 
strengthening of international peace and security,"). 

7. At the 57th meeting, on 9 December, the representa
tive of Poland introduced a draft resolution (A/C.1/ 

"Having considered the item entitled 'Implementation 
of the Declaration on the· Strengthening of International 
Security', 

"Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Strengthening 
of International Security contained in resolution 
2734 (XXV) and the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly concerning the implementation of the 
Declaration, 

"Welcoming new efforts and achievements in the 
promotion of detente and in the growth of multilateral 
co-operation in various regions of the world, 

"Welcoming also the successful results acltieved in 
bilateral and multilateral relations through the imple
mentation of the Final Act of the Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe, signed in Helsinki on 
1 August 1975, 

"Stressing close interrelationsltip and complementary 
character of activities pursued in compliance with the 
Charter of the United Nations towards the strengthening 
of international security regionally and universally, 

"Also expressing its confidence that the United Nations 
is the proper forum for the dissemination of positive 
experience arising from the development of co-operation 
and the strengthening of international security, 

"Welcoming the successful outcome of the Conference 
of Non-Aligned Countries at Colombo in August 1976 as 
constituting an important contribution to efforts made in 
the strengthening of international security and in the 
development of multilateral international co-operation, 

"Stating with anxiety that the continuation of the arms 
race is a considerable burden for peoples and delays the 
solution of pressing problems derived from the economic, 
social and cultural growth of countries. 

"Noting with concern the continuing existence of focal 
points of crises and tensions in various regions en
dangering international peace and security and acts of 
aggression, the threat or use of force, expansionism and 
alien domination, the existence of colonialism and neo
colonialism which remain the obstacles to the strengthen
ing of international security and peace, 

"Emphasizing the importance which the world-wide 
and total elimination of racism, apartheid and racial 
discrimination have for the strengthening of peace, 

"Reaffirming again the close link between the 
strengthening of international security, disarmament and 
possibility of making more intensive efforts towards the 
growth of developing countries, and also stressing, in this 
connexion, the need of the early implementation of the 
decisions adopted at its seventh special session, 

"Stressing the need to consolidate and broaden the 
positive trends and developments in international rela
tions towards the strengthening of peace and security. 
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"expressing its confidence in the essential role of the 
United Nations in stimulating such trends and develop
ments by making full use of the ways and means set forth 
in the Charter of the United Nations, 

"!. Once again calls upon all States to seek full 
implementation of the DeclaratiOn on the Strengthening 
of International Security and by th1s way to support the 
processes of international detente; 

"2. Considers it imperative to give greater force to 
political detente by achieving that m the military field, 
and for this purpose to achieve progress in the practical 
application of means which would lead to ending the 
arms race; 

"3. Recommends all States to take effective measures 
to stop the race of both nuclear and conventional 
armaments, and also to achieve progress in general and 
complete disarmament; 

"4. Calls upon all States to apply all possible means in 
order that refraining from the use of force in inter
national relations should become a real and inviolable law 
of international relations; 

"5. Reaffirms that the elimination of continuing and 
menacing focal points of tension is one of the most 
important tasks for the strengthening of international 
peace and security; 

"6. Calls upon all States to increase the effectiveness 
of the Umted Nations in the preservation and consolida
tion of internat10nal peace and security in compliance 
with the Charter of the United Nations; 

"7. Reaffirms that peace, security and peaceful co
existence of States with different systems are the pre
requisite of the development of international economic 
co-operation and the rapprochement of nations; 

"8. Calls upon all States to strengthen co-operat10n in 
line with the Charter of the Umted Nations through 
intensified efforts towards promoting regional systems of 
sen1rity and co-operation; 

"9. Appeals to all States to take urgent and effective 
measures to achieve an early completion m the imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
other resolutions of the United Nations on the total 
eliminatwn of colonialism, racism and apartheid, and 
reaffitms the leg~tlmacy of the struggle of peoples under 
colonial domination to aclueve self-determination and 
independence; 

"1 0. Calls upon all the organs and specialized agencies 
of the llnited Nations to use all possibilities, provided by 
the Charter of the United Nat1ons and the statutes of 
these agencies, of strengthening the confidence of States 
am! h!Oademng co-operation in all fields thereby creating 
conditions favourable to the strengthening of inter
national security; 

"11. Takes note of the report of the Secretary
General, requests him to submit to the General Assembly 

at its thirty-second session a report on the implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Strengthening of Inter
natwnal Security, and decides to include in the pro
visional agenda of its thirty-second session the item 
entitled 'Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security'." 

8. At its 58th meeting on 10 December, the Committee 
adopted draft resolution A/C.1/31/L.41 by 81 votes to 
none, with 14 abstentions. 

9. At the same meeting, after consultations among the 
sponsors of draft resolutions A/C.1/31/L.42 and 43, Malta 
introduced a revision to draft resolution A/C.l /31 /L.42 on 
behalf of the sponsors of the draft. The new fifth paragraph 
of the preamble read as follows: 

"Noting the successful outcome of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation 111 Europe, emphasizing that 
the security of Europe should be considered in the 
broader context of world security, and is closely inter
related, in particular, to the security of the Mediterranean, 
the Middle East and to other regions of the world, and 
expressing 1ts conviction that the implementation of the 
Final Act of that Conference through agreed means will 
contribute to the strengthening of interna tiona] peace and 
security'' . 

10. At the same meeting, the representative of Poland 
stated that the co-sponsors of A/C.1 /31/L.43 would not 
press their resolution to a vote. 

11. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.1/31/L.42, as revised, by 103 votes to 1, 
with 16 abstentions. 

Recommendations of the First Committee 

12. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Non-interference in internal affairs of States 

T1ze General Assemb~y, 

Recalling its resolution 2734 (XXV) of 16 December 
1970 containing the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security, 

Recallmg its resolution 2131 (XX) of 21 December 1965 
containing the Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Inter
vention in the Domestic Affairs of States and the Protec
tion of Their Independence and Sovereignty, 

Recalling ji1rther its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 Oc
tuber 1970 containing the Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation among States 111 accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nat10ns, 

Reaffirming the right to self-determination, freedom Jnd 
independence of peoples under colonial m other forms of 
ahen domination as well as their right to struggle to that 
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end and to seek and receive support in accordance with the 
principles of the Charter, 

Reaffirming the right of each State to choose its own 
economic, cultural and social system in accordance with the 
will of its people, free from outside interference, coercion 
or threat in any form, 

Noting with great concern that several Member States 
have been subjected to various forms of interference, 
pressure and organized campaigns of vilification and in
timidation designed to deter them from pursuing their 
united and independent role in international relations, 

Aware that a wide range of direct and indirect techniques, 
including withholding assistance and the threat of with
holding assistance, subtle and sophisticated forms of eco
nomic coercion, subversion and defamation with a view to 
destabilization, are being mobilized against Governments 
which seek to free their economies from foreign control 
and manipulation, to restructure their societies and to 
exercise permanent sovereignty over their natural resources, 

Conscious that the use of such techniques of destabiliza
tion can produce distrust and cause unrest and disorder 
within and between States, adversely affecting thereby the 
maintenance of international peace and security, 

Mindful of the provisions of Article 2, paragraph 4, of the 
Charter, which requires all Member States to refrain in their 
international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of 
any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 
purposes of the United Nations, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable sovereign right of every 
State to determine freely, and without any form of foreign 
interference, their political, social and economic system and 
their relations with other States and international 
organizations; 

2. Declares that the use of force to deprive peoples of 
their national identity constitutes a violation of their 
inalienable rights and of the principle of non-intervention; 

3. Denounces any form of interference, overt or covert, 
direct or indirect, including recruiting and sending mer
cenaries, by one State or group of States and any act of 
military, political, economic or other form of intervention 
in the internal or external affairs of other States, regardless 
of the character of their mutual relations or their social and 
economic system; 

4. Accordingly condemns all forms of overt, subtle and 
highly sophisticated techniques of coercion, subversion and 
defamation aimed at disrupting the political, social or 
economic order of other States or destabilizing the Govern
ments seeking to free their economies from external control 
or manipulation; 

5. Calls upon all States, in accordance with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, to 
undertake necessary measures in order to prevent any 
hostile act or activity taking place within their territory and 
directed against the >overeignty, territorial integrity and 
political independence of another State; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to 1!1VJte all Member 
States to express their views on ways by which greater 
respect for the principle of non-interference in the internal 
affairs of States can be assured, and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening 
of International Securi(v 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security", 

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security, contained in General Assembly 
resolution 2734 (XXV) of 16 December 1970, and the 
relevant resolutions of the Assembly concerning the imple
mentation of the Declaration, 

Welcoming new achievements and trends in international 
relations and all other efforts contnbuting to the 
strengthening of international security and the promotmg 
of peaceful co-operation in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, 

Welcoming also, in this context, the successful results of 
the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976, which represents a further significant con
tribution to the strengthening of internat10nal secunty and 
development of equitable international relations, 

Noting the successful outcome of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, emphasiL:mg that the 
security of Europe should be considered in the broader 
context of world security and is closely interrelated, in 
particular, to the security of the Mediterranean, the Middle 
East and to other regions of the world, alld cxprcssmg its 
conviction that the implementation of the Final Act of that 
Conference through agreed means will contnhute to the 
strengthening of international peace and sccunr}. 

Noting with grave concern, h.)wever, the cuntmumg 
existence of focal points of crises and tension, in vari<lll> 
regions endangering international peact' and ~ecuri1y, the 
continuation of the arms race as well as acts of aggression, 
the threat or use of force, foreign oc,·upat1un and alien 
domination and the existence of colomali~m. nco
colonialism, racial discmnination and apartlznd. whtch 
remain the main obstacles to the strengthening of inter
national peace and secunty, 

Reaffirming the close link existmg between the 
strengthening of in tern a tiona! secunty, disarmament, ck
colonization, development and the need for a more 
intensive national and international efi'ort to narrow the 
widening gap between the developed aiJd the devE'i< >pmg 
countries, and also stressing, in th1s coniJexion, the unpor
tance of the early implementatiOn 0f the decisions adopted 
at its sixth and seventh special sesswns, 
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Emphasizing the heed constantly to strengthen the 
peace-keepmg and peace-making role of the United Nations 
m accordance with the Charter as well as its role in 
promotmg development through equitable co-operation, 

1. Solemnly calls upon all States to seek strict and 
consistent Implementation of the purposes and the prin
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations and of all the 
provisions of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security; 

2. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples 
under colonial and alien domination to achieve self
determination and independence and appeals to all States 
to increase their support and solidarity with them in their 
struggle against colonialism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid; 

3. Also calls upon all States to extend the process of 
relaxation of tensions, which is still limited both in scope 
and geographical extent, to all regions of the world, in 
order to help bring about just and lasting solutions to 
international problems with the participation of all States 
so that peace and security will be based on effective respect 
for the sovereignty and independence of all States and the 
inalienable rights of all peoples to determine their own 
destiny freely and without outside interference, coercion 
or pressure; 

4. Reaffirms that any measure or pressure directed 
against any State while exercising its sovereign right freely 
to dispose of its natural resources constitutes a flagrant 
violation of the nght of self-determination of peoples and 
the principle of non-intervention, as set forth in the 
Charter, which, if pursued, could constitute a threat to 
internatiOnal peace and security; 

5. Reaffirms its opposition to any threats or use of 
force, intervention, aggression, foreign occupation and 
measures of political and economic coercion which attempt 
to violate the sovereignty, territorial integrity, in
dependence and security of States; 

6. Recommends urgent measures to stop the arms race 
and promote disarmament, the dismantling of foreign 
military bases, the creation of zones of peace and co
operation and the achievement of general and complete 
disarmame11t and strengthening the role of the United 
Nations, in accordance with the Charter, in order to 
eliminate the causes of international tensions and ensure 
international peace, security and co-operation; 

7. Recommends that the Security Council should con
sider appropriate steps towards carrying out effectively, as 
provided in the Charter and the Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security, its primary re
sponsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security; 

8. Invites the States parties to the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe to implement fully 
and urgently all the provisions of the Final Act, including 
those relating to the Mediterranean, and to consider 
favourably the conversion of the Mediterranean into a zone 
of peace and co-operation in the interests of international 
peace and security; 

9. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General, 
requests him to submit to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session a report on the implementation of the 
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security 
and decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/41 

A/31/4 7 

A/31/49 and Con 1 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 14 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolutions submitted by the First Committee in its report (A/31/414, para. 12). 
Draft resolution I was adopted by 99 votes to 1, with 11 abstentions, and draft resolution 
II by 95 votes to none, with 17 abstentions. For the final text, see Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, resolutions 31/91 and 31 /92. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 33 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descriptioll Observations and references 

Letter dated 24 December 1975 from the representative of Algeria to the Mimeographed 
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of a message addressed to the 
Heads of State or Government of non-aligned countries by the President 
of the Council of Ministers of Algeria, in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Movement of non-aligned countries 

Letter dated 30 January 1976 from the representatives of Mauritania and Ditto 
Romania to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the Solemn 
Joint Declarahon of the Socialist Republic of Romania and the Islamic 
Republic of Mauntania 

Letter dated 9 February 1976 from the representative of Poland to the Ditto 
Secretary-General, transmittmg the text of a resolution of the Seventh 
Congress of the Polish United Workers' Party 
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Document No. 

A/31/78 

A/31/79 

A/31/102 

A/31/110 

A/31/116 

A/31/117 

A/31/123-S/12127 

A/31/124 

A/31/126-S/12130 

A/31/161-S/12155 

A/31/164 

A/31/174 

A/31/177 

A/31/183 

A/31/185 and Add.1 

A/31/212 

A/31/431-S/ 12255 

A/31/438 
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Title or description 

Letter dated 6 April 1976 from the representatives of MexKo and 
Yugoslavia to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the JOint 
commumque on the State vis1t of the President of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia to Mexico 

Letter dated 8 Apnl 1976 from the representative of Bulgana to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting an extract from the report of the Central 
Committee of the Bulgarian Commumst Party at its Eleventh Congress 

Letter dated 1 June 1976 from the representatives of Bulgana and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General, trans
mitting the text of a communication concerning the visit of the Mmister 
for Fore1gn Affairs of the People's Republic of Bulgana to the Soviet 
Union 

Letter dated 17 June 1976 from the representative of Algena to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the final commumque of the 
Ministerial Meeting of the Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries held at 
Algiers from 30 May to 2 June 1976 

Letter dated 25 June 1976 from the representatives of Guinea-Bissau and 
Romania to the Secretary-General, trammittmg the text of the Jmnt 
Solemn Declaration of the Socialist Republic of Romama and the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau 

Letter dated 18 June 1976 from the representatives of Romama and 
Senegal to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the J omt 
Solemn Declaration of Romama and Senegal 

Letter dated 2 July 1976 from the representative of Chile to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 7 July 1976 from the representative of the German 
Democratic Republic to the Secretary-General, transn11ttmg the text of 
the document 1ssued by the Conference of 29 Commumst and Workers' 
Parties of Europe, held in Berlin, on 29 and 30 June 1976 

Letter dated 7 July 1976 from the representative of the Umon of Soviet 
Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 27 July 1976 from the representative of Morocco to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the message dated 26 July 
1976 from the Minister of State for Foreign Affau~ of the Kmgdom ot 
Morocco to the United Natiom H1gh Commi\Sloncr for Refugee' 

Letter dated 28 July 1976 from the representatives of Morocco and 
Mauritania to the Secretary-General, transmittmg the text of the JOint 
commuruque issued at the end of the talk' between H1s Ma]Csty Kmg 
Hassan II and President Moktar Ould Daddah 

Note verbale dated 5 August 1976 from the representative of Czecho
slovakia to the Secretary-General, transmittmg an excerpt from the 
report delivered by the Secretary-General of the CommUimt Party of 
Czechoslovakia at the fifteenth Congress of the Party 

Note verbale dated 13 August 1976 from the Mission of the limon of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 16 August 1976 from the representatives of Bemn and 
Romania to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the Jomt 
Solemn Declaration of the Socialist Republic of Romama and the 
People's Republic of Benin 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 10 September 1976 from the representative of Poland to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the Appeal of the European 
Assembly of Youth and Students for Lasting Peace, Secunty, Co
operation and Social Progress 

Letter dated 13 December 1976 from the representatives of Bulgdna, 
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary. Poland, 
Romania and the Union of Sov1et SoCialist Republics to the Secretary
General, transmittmg the texts of the documents adopted at the meetmg 
of the Political Consultative Committee of the States Part1es to the 
Warsaw Treaty, held at Bucharest on 25 and 26 November 1976 

Letter dated 14 December 1976 from the representatives of Gumea-Bissau 
and the German Democratic Republic to the Secretary-General, trans· 
mitting an extract from the joint communique dated 19 November 1976 
on the visit to the German Democratic Republic of a delegation of the 
Party and State of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 

Observations and references 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See O((icwl Records of the Se
cw tty Council, Tlurty-first 
Year, Suppleme11t for July, 
AuKUst and September 19 76, 
document S/12127 

Mimeographed 

Sec O[jiczal Records of the Se
cunty Council, Tlurty-first 
Year, Supplement fur July, 
August and Septemher 19 76, 
document S/ 12130 

lind., document S/ 12155 

Mnncographcd 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See Oft/cia/ Records of the Se
curity Council, Tlurty-first 
Year, Supplement for Oc
tober, November a11d De
cember 1976, document 
S/12255 

Mimeographed 
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Letter dated 29 October 1976 from the representative of Bulgana to the Ditto 
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the DeclaratiOn on the 
Development of Relations of Friendship and Co-operatiOn between the 
People's Republic of Bulgaiia and the People's Republic of Angola 

Draft resolutiOn See A/31/414, para. 5 

Draft resolution Ibid., para. 6 

Draft resolution Ibid., para. 7 
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Agenda item 34:* Reduction of military budgets: report of the Secretary-General 

Agenda item 35: ** Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which may be the subject of prohibitions or 
restrictions of use for humanitarian reasons: report of the Secretary-General 

Agenda item 36:*** Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament 

Agenda item 37: **** Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests and conclusion of a treaty designed to 
achieve a comprehensive test ban: report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 

Agenda item 38: t Implementation of General Assembly resolution 3467 (XXX) concerning the signature and ratification of 
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

Agenda item 39:tt Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Indian Ocean 

Agenda item 40:ttt World Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament 
Conference 

Agenda item 41: tttt Effective measures to implement the purposes and objectives of the Disarmament Decade 

Agenda item 42: ** Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa 

Agenda item 43: :j: Comprehensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects: report of the 
Secretary-General 

Agenda item 44: **** Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East 

Agenda item 45: :j: :j: Convention on the prohibition of military or any other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques: report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 

Agenda item 46:**** Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia 

Agenda item 47: :j: :j: :j: Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear weapon tests 

Agenda item 48: :j: Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction and new 
systems of such weapons: report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 

Agenda item 49::j::j::j::j: General and complete disarmament: 
(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; 
(b) Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 
(c) Report of the Secretary-General 

Agenda item 50:* Strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament: report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Review of the Role of the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament 

Agenda item 116:: Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 48th 
meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, 47th meeting; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 98th meeting. 

** For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 50th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

***For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 42nd 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

**** For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-rust Session, First Committee, 20th to 45th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

t For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 48th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

tt For the discusston of thts item, sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 44th 
meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, 47th meeting; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 98th meeting. 

Annexes (XXXI), 34 to 50 and 116 
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ttt For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 49th 
meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, 47th meeting; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 106th meeting. 

tttt For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 44th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

:j: For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 47th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

:j::j: For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 51st 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 

:j::j::j: For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 45th 
meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, 47th meeting; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 98th meeting. 

:j: :j::j::j: For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-rust Session, First Committee, 20th to 52nd 
meetings; ibid., Fifth Committee, 47th meeting; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 106th meeting. 

:For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, First Committee, 20th to 52nd 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 96th meeting. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/141 

Sweden: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-fll'St session 

Letter dated 4 June 1976 to the Secretary-General 

Upon instructions from my Government and in ac
cordance with rule 13 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, I have the honour to request the 
inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly of an item entitled "Implementation of 
the conclusions of the first Review Conference of the 
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, an 
explanatory memorandum is annexed to this request. 

(Signed) Olof RYDBECK 
Permanent Representative of Sweden 

to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

f Original: English] 
[7 June 1976] 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. The Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons was held at Geneva in May 
1975, under the chairmanship of Mrs. lnga Thorsson, M.P., Under
Secretary of State of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden. 

2. In its review of article VIII of the Treaty, the Final 
Declaration! states inter alia: 

"The Conference invites States Party to the Treaty which are 
Members of the United Nations to request the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations to include the following item in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly: 'Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons'." 

3. In accordance with the Final Declaration of the Conference, 
the Government of Sweden wishes to include the item entitled 

Implementation of the conclusions of the frrst Review Conference 
of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons" in the agenda of the forthcoming session of the General 
Assembly. 

1 See NPT/CONF/35/1, annex I. 

DOCUMENT A/31/371 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 34 

1. The item entitled "Reduction of military budgets: 
report of the Secretary-General" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
General Assembly resolution 3463 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly. on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. The First Committee had before it, in connexion with 
agenda item 34, a report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/222 and Corr.l). 

5. On 23 November, Mexico and Sweden submitted a 
draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L21) which was subsequently 
also sponsored by Ecuador (for the text, see paragraph 8 
below). The draft resolution was introduced by Mexico at 
the 43rd meeting, on 26 November. A statement on the 
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administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution (A/C.l/31/L37) was submitted by the Secre
tary-General on 1 December. 

6. At the 47th meeting, on 1 December, Mexico, on 
behalf of the sponsors, orally revised operative paragraph 3 
by replacing "31 May 1977" with "30 April1977". 

7. At the same meeting, the First Committee adopted 
the draft resolution, as orally revised, by 104 votes to 2, 
with 12 abstentions. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

8. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Reduction of military budgets 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that in its resolution 3463 (XXX) of 11 
December 197 5 the General Assembly, inter alill, requested 
the Secretary-General to prepare, with the assistance of a 
group of qualified experts, a report containing an analysis 
and examination in concrete terms of issues regarding a 
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system of international measurement, reporting and com
parison of military expenditures, 

Noting with appreciation the report of the Secretary
General submitted to the General Assembly in response to 
the aforementioned resolution, 

Reaffirming its conviction of the urgent necessity that the 
States permanent members of the Security Council, as well 
as any other State with comparable military expenditures, 
carry out reductions in their military budgets, 

Reaffirming also its conviction that part of the resources 
thus released should be utilized for social and economic 
development, particularly that of the developing countries, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
and to the Group of Experts on the Reduction of Military 
Budgets which assisted in the preparation of the report; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to make the necessary 
arrangements for the report to be issued as a United 
Nations publication and widely distributed; 

3. Invites all States to communicate to the Secretary
General before 30 April 1977 their comments with regard 
to matters covered in the report and, in particular: 

(a) Their views and suggestions on the proposed stand
ardized reporting instrument contained in the report; 

(b) Any information they may wish to convey on their 
military expenditure accounting practices, including a 
description of methods currently in use; 

(c) Suggestions and recommendations concerning pos
sible practical approaches for the further development and 
operation of a standardized reporting system; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, with the 
assistance of an intergovernmental group of budgetary 
experts appointed by him, a report containing an analysis 
of the comments provided by States pursuant to para
graph 3 above, in the light of the suggestions contained in 
his report, as well as any further conclusions and recom
mendations; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to distribute that 
report not later than 31 August 1977; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Reduction of 
military budgets" 

DOCUMENT A/31/372* 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 35 

1. The item entitled "Incendiary and other specific 
conventional weapons which may be the subject of prohi
bitions or restrictions of use for humanitarian reasons: 
report of the Secretary-General" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
Genera! Assembly resolution 3464 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disannament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. In connexion with item 35, the First Conunittee had 
before it a report of the Secretary-General (A/31/146). 

5. On 30 November, Algeria, Austria, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Venezuela and Yugoslavia submitted a 

*Incorporating document A/31/372/Corr.l of 29 December 
1976. 
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draft resolution (A/C.1/31/L.30), which was subsequently 
also supported by Kuwait and New Zealand (for the text, 
see paragraph 7 below). The draft resolution was intro
duced by the representative of Sweden at the 48th meeting, 
on 1 December. A statement on the administrative and 
financial implications of the draft resolution (A/C.1 / 
31 /L.38) was submitted by the Secretary-General on 
1 December. 

6. At its 50th meeting, on 2 December, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendation of the F'irst Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which 
may be the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use 
for humanitarian reasons 

The General Assembly, 

Convinced that the suffering of civilian populations and 
combatants could be significantly reduced if general agree
ment can be attained on the prohibition or restriction for 
humanitarian reasons of the use of specific conventional 
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weapons, including any which may be deemed to be 
excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects, 

Mindful that positive results as regards non-use or 
restriction of use for humanitarian reasons of specific 
conventional weapons would serve, in addition, as encour
agement in the broader field of disarmament and might 
facilitate subsequent agreement on the elimination of such 
weapons which were completely banned for use, 

Recalling that the issue of prohibitions or restrictions for 
humanitarian reasons of the use of specific conventional 
weapons has been the subject of serious and substantive 
discussion for a number of years, notably at the sessions of 
the Conference of Government Experts on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons held, under the auspices of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, at Lucerne 
from 24 September to 18 October 19742 and at Lugano 
from 28 January to 26 February 1976,3 and at three 
sessions of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation 
and Development of International Humanitarian Law Ap
plicable in Armed Conflicts and in the General Assembly 
since 1971, 

Noting that the discussions and proposals regarding the 
prohibition or restriction for humanitarian reasons of the 
use of certain weapons have focused on napalm and other 
incendiary weapons, on indiscriminate methods of using 
land mines, on perfidious weapons and weapons which rely 
for their effect upon fragments invisible on X-ray, on 
certain types of small calibre projectile which may be 
especially injurious and on certain blast and fragmentation 
weapons, 

2 For the report of the first session, see Conference of Govern
ment Experts on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
(International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, 1975). 

3 For the report of the second session, see Conference of 
Government Experts on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
(InternatiOnal Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva, 1976). 

Noting that the issue will come before the fourth session 
of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law Appli
cable in Armed Conflicts, to be held at Geneva from 17 
March to 10 June 1977, 

Convinced that the work of the fourth session of the 
Diplomatic Conference should be inspired by a sense of 
urgency and the wish to attain concrete results which was 
stressed in the appeal by the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at 
Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976, concerning particu
larly the prohibition of the use of napalm and other 
incendiary weapons, 

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on 
the work of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirma· 
tion and Development of International Humanitarian Law 
Applicable in Armed Conflicts as regards the work of the 
Conference relevant to the present resolution;4 

2. Invites the Diplomatic Conference to accelerate its 
consideration of the use of specific conventional weapons, 
including any which may be deemed to be excessively 
injurious or to have indiscriminate effects, and to do its 
utmost to agree for humanitarian reasons on possible rules 
prohibiting or restricting the use of such weapons; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, who has been invited 
to attend the Diplomatic Conference as an observer, to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
on aspects of the work of the Diplomatic Conference 
relevant to the present resolution; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Incendiary and 
other specific conventional weapons which may be the 
subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for humani
tarian reasons". 

4 A/9726, A/10222, A/31/146. 

DOCUMENT A/31/373 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 36 

1. The item entitled "Chemical and bacteriological 
(biological) weapons: report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament" was included in the provi
sional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
General Assembly resolution 3465 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely items 
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34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. In connexion with item 36, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/31/27). 

5. On 17 November, Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Finland, 
the German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Re
public of, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Po
land, Sweden, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
Yugoslavia submitted a draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.l3 
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and Corr.l) which was subsequently also sponsored by 
Barbados, Bulgaria, Chad, Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Ireland and Sierra Leone for the text, see 
paragraph 7 below. The draft resolution was introduced by 
the representative of Poland at the 40th meeting, on 22 
November. 

6. At its 42nd meeting, on 24 November, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 2454 A (XXIII) of 20 Decem
ber 1968, 2603 B (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 
2662 (XXV) of 7 December 1970, 2827 A (XXVI) of 16 
December 1971, 2933 (XXVII) of 29 November 1972, 
3077 (XXVIII) of 6 December 1973, 3256 (XXIX) of 
9 December 1974 and 3465 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

Convinced that the process of international detente is 
conducive to the implementation of further disarmament 
measures and of general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, 

Reaffirming the necessity of strict observance by all 
States of the principles and objectives of the Protocol for 
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods 
of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925, 

Convinced that the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacte
riological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their 
Destruction, constitutes an important step towards early 
agreement on the effective prohibition of the development, 
production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on 
their elimination from arsenals of all States, 

Recalling in that connexion the undertaking contained in 
article IX of the Convention to continue negotiations in 
good faith with a view to reaching early agreement on 
effective measures for the prohibition of the development, 
production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and for 
their destruction, 

Stressing the importance of early agreement on the 
complete prohibition of the development, production and 
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their destruc
tion, which would contribute to general and complete 
disarmament under effective international control, 

Noting the risk of continued development, production 
and stockpiling of chemical weapons in the absence of such 
agreement, 

Having considered the report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament, 

Noting that drafts of a convention on the prohibition of 
the development, production and stockpiling of all chem
ical weapons and on their destruction, as well as other 
working documents, proposals and suggestions, have been 
submitted to the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment and constitute valuable contributions to reaching 
appropriate agreement, 

Noting also the comments addressed to this problem and 
relevant documents submitted to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-first session, 

Noting also that intensified efforts in the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament have led to increased 
understanding in identifying practical approaches towards 
the prohibition of the development, production and stock
piling of all chemical weapons, and their destruction, 
including definition of the agents to be banned, 

Recognizing the importance of developing methods for 
providing adequate assurance of compliance with effective 
measures for the prohibition of the development, produc
tion and stockpiling of all chemical weapons, including 
methods of verifying the destruction of stockpiles of such 
weapons, 

Having in mind that agreement on the complete prohi
bition of the development, production and stockpiling of 
all chemical weapons and on their destruction should not 
impede the utilization of science and technology for the 
economic development of States, 

Desiring to contribute to a successful conclusion of the 
negotiations on effective and strict measures for the 
complete prohibition of the development, production and 
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and for their destruc
tion, 

1. Reaffirms the objective of reaching early agreement 
on the effective prohibition of the development, produc
tion and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their 
elimination from arsenals of all States; 

2. Urges again all States to make every effort to 
facilitate early agreement on the effective prohibition of 
the development, production and stockpiling of all 
chemical weapons and on their destruction; 

3. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Dis
armament to continue negotiations as a matter of high 
priority, taking into account the existing proposals, with a 
view to reaching early agreement on effective measures for 
the prohibition of the development, production and stock
piling of all chemical weapons and for their destruction; 

4. Invites all States that have not yet done so to accede 
to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) 
and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, as well as to 
accede to or ratify the Protocol for the Prohibition of the 
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and 
of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 
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17 June 1925, and calls again for strict observance by all 
States of the principles and objectives of those instruments; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference of tlw Committee on Disa1mament all docu
ments of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly 

relating to chemical weapons and to chemical means of 
warfare; 

6. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Dis
armament to report on the results of its negotiations to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DOCUMENT A/31/374 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 37 

1. The item entitled "Urgent need for cessation of 
nuclear and thermonuclear tests and conclusion of a treaty 
designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban: report of the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
on the basis of General Assembly resolution 3466 (XXX) of 
11 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. The general debate on these items took 
place at the 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 
November. 

4. In connexion with item 37, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/31 /27). 

5. On 22 November, Australia, Austria, Colombia, Ecua
dor, Ethiopia, Ireland, Mexico, Nepal, New Zealand, Ni
geria, the Philippines, Sweden and Venezuela submitted a 
draft resolution (A/C.1 /31 /L.15), which was subsequently 
also sponsored by Afghanistan, Finland, Papua New Guinea 
and the United Republic of Cameroon (for the text, see 
paragraph 7 below). The draft resolution was introduced by 
the representative of New Zealand at the 42nd meeting, on 
24 November. 

6. At its 44th meeting, on 29 November, the Committee 
voted on the draft resolution as follows: 

(a) Operative paragraph 1 was adopted by a roll-call vote 
of 82 to 5, with 38 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bahrain, Barbados, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Burundi, Chad, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Ghana, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, liberia, libyan Arab 
Republic, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
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Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suri
nam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia. 

Against: Albania, China, France, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, 
Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, German 
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mongolia, 
Netherlands, Oman, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Spain, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Yemen, Zambia. 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by a 
roll-call vote of 101 to 2, with 23 abstentions. The voting 
was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, 
Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Democratic 
Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Finland, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, liberia, libyan 
Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Came
roon, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
slavia. 

Against: Albania, China. 
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Abstaining: Algeria, Belgium, Benin, Bulgaria, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Mauri
tania, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Zambia. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Urgent need for cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear 
tests and conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a 
comprehensive test ban 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its conviction that the cessation of nuclear 
weapon testing would be in the supreme interest of 
mankind, both as a major step towards controlling the 
development and proliferation of nuclear weapons and to 
relieve the deep apprehension concerning the harmful 
consequences of radio-active contamination for the health 
of present and future generations, 

Gravely concerned at the continuation of both atmos
pheric and underground nuclear weapon testing since the 
thirtieth session of the General Assembly, 

Recalling its previous resolutions on this subject, the most 
recent being resolution 3466 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

Recalling the stated aim of the parties to the Treaty 
Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer 
Space and under Water and the Treaty on the Non-Pro
liferation of Nuclear Weapons to seek to achieve the 
discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for 
all time, 

Noting the information concerning agreements concluded 
by two nuclear-weapon States limiting the scope of 
underground nuclear weapon tests and making provision in 
this connexion for the control and supervision of peaceful 

nuclear explosions including, in certain cases, arrangements 
for on-site verification (A/31 /125, annex), 

Considering that conditions are favourable for these two 
nuclear-weapon States to step up their efforts to reach 
agreement on the means of verifying a comprehensive test 
ban agreement, 

Taking note of that part of the report of the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament relating to the question 
of a comprehensive test ban treaty, 

1. Condemns all nuclear weapon tests, in whatever 
environment they may be conducted; 

2. Declares its profound concern that substantive nego
tiations towards a comprehensive test ban agreement have 
not yet begun and re-emphasizes the urgency of concluding 
a comprehensive and effective agreement; 

3. Calls once again upon all nuclear-weapon States to 
suspend the testing of nuclear weapons by agreement, 
subject to review after a specified period, as an interim step 
towards the conclusion of a formal and comprehensive test 
ban agreement; 

4. Emphasizes in this regard the particular responsibility 
of the nuclear-weapon States which are parties to inter
national agreements in which they have declared their 
intention to achieve at the earliest possible date the 
cessation of the nuclear arms race; 

5. Calls upon all States not yet parties to the Treaty 
Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer 
Space and under Water to adhere to it forthwith; 

6. Urges the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment to continue to give the highest priority to the 
conclusion of a comprehensive test ban agreement and to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
on the progress achieved; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Urgent need for 
cessation of nuclear and thermonuclear tests and conclusion 
of a treaty designed to achieve a comprehensive test ban". 

DOCUMENT A/31/375 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 38 

1. The item entitled "Implementation of General As
sembly resolution 3467 (XXX) concerning the signature 
and ratification of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 
(Treaty of Tlatelolco )" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of General 
Assembly resolution 3467 (XXX) of II December 1975. 
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2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
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items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. On 22 November, the Bahamas, Bolivia, Chile, Colom
bia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela submitted a draft reso
lution (A/C.l/31/L.lS) which was subsequently also spon
sored by Barbados (for the text, see paragraph 6 below). 
The draft resolution was introduced by the representative 
of Mexico at the 42nd meeting, on 24 November. 

5. At its 48th meeting, on 1 December, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution by 97 votes to 
none, with 14 abstentions. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

6. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3467 (XXX) concerning the signature and ratification of 
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlate
lolco) 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1911 (XVIII) of 27 November 
1963, 2286 (XXII) of 5 December 1967, 2456 B (XXIII) of 
20 December 1968, 2666 (XXV) of 7 December 1970, 

2830 (XXVI) of 16 December 1971, 2935 (XXVII) of 29 
November 1972, 3079 (XXVIII) of 6 December 1973, 
3258 (XXIX) of 9 December 1974 and 3467 (XXX) of 11 
December 1975, eight of which contain appeals to the 
nuclear-weapon States regarding the signature and ratifi
cation of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty 
of Tlatelolco ), 

Reiterating its firm conviction that, for the maximum 
effectiveness of any treaty establishing a nuclear-weapon
free zone, the co-operation of the nuclear-weapon States is 
necessary and that such co-operation should take the form 
of commitments likewise undertaken in a formal inter
national instrument which is legally binding, such as a 
treaty, convention or protocol, 

Recalling with particular satisfaction that the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United 
States of America, France and the People's Republic of 
China are already parties to Additional Protocol II of the 
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin 
America (Treaty of Tlatelolco), 

1. Again urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to 
sign and ratify Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty 
of Tlatelolco ); 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled "Implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 31/67 concerning the signa
ture and ratification of Additional Protocol II of the Treaty 
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 
(Treaty of Tlatelolco )". 

DOCUMENT A/31/376 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 39 

1. The item entitled "Implementation of the Declaration 
of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace: report of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
General Assembly resolution 3468 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. ll1is general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 
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4. In connexion with item 39, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Indian Ocean (A/31/29 and Corr.1). 

5. At the 40th meeting, on 22 November, the represen
tative of Indonesia, acting Chainnan of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Indian Ocean, introduced the report of 
the Committee containing in paragraph 20 a draft reso
lution unanimously recommended by the Ad Hoc Com
mittee for adoption by the General Assembly. 

6. On 23 November, the Secretary-General submitted a 
statement (A/C.l /31/L.22) on the administrative and finan
cial implications of the draft resolution. 

7. At the 44th meeting, on 29 November, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution by 97 votes to 
none, with 27 abstentions. 
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Recommendation of the First Committee 

8. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a 
Zone of Peace 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone 
of Peace, contained in its resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 16 
December 1971, and recalling also its resolutions 
2992 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 3080 (XXVIII) of 
6 December 1973, 3259 A (XXIX) of 9 December 1974 
and 3468 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

Reaffirming its conviction that concrete action in fur
therance of the objectives of the Declaration would be a 
substantial contribution to the strengthening of inter
national peace and security, 

Noting the resolution adopted at the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries on 
the subject of the Indian Ocean peace zone proposal (see 
A/31 /197), 

Deeply concerned that there has been an escalation of the 
military presence of the great Powers conceived in the 
context of great Power rivalry in the Indian Ocean, and 
believing therefore that the implementation of the purposes 
and objectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a 
Zone of Peace has acquired a new urgency, 

Regretting that, despite repeated invitations, certain great 
Powers as well as certain major maritime users of the Indian 
Ocean have not so far found it possible to co-operate with 
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean and the littoral 
and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Indian Ocean, in particular section II thereof 
concerning the consultations entered into by the littoral 
and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean in pursuance of 
paragraphs 3 and 4 of General Assembly resolution 
3468 (XXX); 

2. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee and the littoral and 
hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to continue their 
consultations with a view to formulating a programme of 
action leading to the convening of a conference on the 
Indian Ocean; 

3. Invites once again all States, in particular the great 
Powers and the major maritime users of the Indian Ocean, 
to co-operate in a practical manner with the Ad Hoc 
Committee in the discharge of its functions; 

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to continue its work 
and consultations in accordance with its mandate and to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
a report on its work; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to render 
all necessary assistance to the Ad Hoc Committee, including 
the provision of summary records. 

DOCUMENT A/31/377 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 40 

I. The item entitled "World Disarmament Conference: 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarma
ment Conference" was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-first session on the basis of General Assembly 
resolution 3469 (XXX) of 11 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarman1ent, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings from 1 to 19 November. 

4. The First Committee had before it, in connexion with 
agenda item 40, the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the World Disarmament Conference (A/31/28). 

[Original: English] 
[8 December 1976] 

5. On 9 November, the German Democratic Republic, 
Poland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics sub
mitted the following draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.9), sub
sequently also sponsored by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and 
Mongolia, which was introduced at the 27th meeting, on 10 
November, by the representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics: 

"77ze General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2833 (XXVI) of 16 December 
1971, 2930 (XXVII) of 29 November 1972, 3183 
(XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3260 (XXIX) of 
9 December 1974 and 3469 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975, 

"Reaffirming the responsibility of the United Nations, 
in accordance with its Charter, for the maintenance of 
international peace and for disarmament, 
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"Considering that the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in 
Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976, reiterated the 
urgent need to adopt effective measures leading to the 
convening of a World Disarmament Conference, 

"Considering also the General Assembly resolution on 
the convening of a special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament, 

"Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
for the World Disarmament Conference, 

"1. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to prepare a 
report containing observations and proposals on all 
relevant aspects of a World Disarmament Conference, 
including any comments and recommendations which it 
may deem appropriate, with a view to facilitating the 
discussion of the question of convening a World Disarma
ment Conference at the special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament, and 
to submit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

"2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled 'World Disarma
ment Conference'." 

6. On 29 November, Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Peru, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia submitted a 
draft resolution (AIC.1I31IL.29), which was subsequently 
also sponsored by Afghanistan. A revised draft (AIC.II31I 
L.291Rev.l) was introduced by the representative of 
Argentina at the 47th meeting on 1 December (for the text, 
see paragraph 8 below). A statement of the financial 
implications of the revised draft resolution was submitted 
by the Secretary-General on 1 December (AIC.li31IL.39). 

7. At its 49th meeting on 2 December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution AIC.l 131 IL.291Rev.l 
without a vote. The sponsors of draft resolution AIC.l I 
31 IL.9 did not press that resolution to a vote. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

8. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

World Disarmament Conference 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3260 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3469 (XXX) of II December I975, 

Reiterating its conviction that all peoples of the world 
have a vital interest in the success of disarmament nego
tiations and that all States should be in a position to 
contribute to the adoption of measures for the achievement 
of this goal, 

Stressing anew its belief that a world disarmament 
conference, adequately prepared and convened at an 
appropriate time, could promote the realization of such 
aims and that the co-operation of all nuclear-weapon 
Powers would considerably facilitate this attainment, 

Noting the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World 
Disarmament Conference, 

Noting further that in its resolution 31 I 189 B of 21 
December 1976 the General Assembly decided to convene a 
special session devoted to disarmament, 

1. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee on the World 
Disarmament Conference to maintain close contact with 
the representatives of the States possessing nuclear weapons 
in order to remain currently informed of their respective 
attitudes, as well as to consider any relevant comments and 
observations which might be made to the Committee and, 
for this purpose, to meet briefly and submit a report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, in accordance 
with its established procedure; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "World Disarmament 
Conference". 

DOCUMENT A/31/378 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 41 

1. The item entitled "Effective measures to implement 
the purposes and objectives of the Disarmament Decade" 
was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first 
session on the basis of General Assembly resolution 
3470 (XXX) of 11 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

[Original: English} 
[7 December 1976} 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely items 
34 to 50 and II6. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39tll meetings, from 1 to I9 November. 

4. In connexion with item 41, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/3I/27). 
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5. On 23 November, Austria, Ethiopia, Finland, India, 
Kenya, Mexico, Niger, Nigeria, Romania, Trinidad and 
Tobago and Yugoslavia submitted a draft resolution 
(A/C.1/31/L.14), which was subsequently also sponsored 
by Bangladesh, Morocco, the Philippines, Sweden and the 
United Republic of Cameroon (for the text, see paragraph 7 
below). The draft resolution was introduced by the 
representative of Nigeria at the 42nd meeting on 24 
November. 

6. At its 44th meeting, on 29 November, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Effective measures to implement the purposes and 
objectives of the Disarmament Decade 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 16 December 
1969, in which it deClared the decade of the 1970s the 
Disarmament Decade and envisaged a link between the 
Disarmament Decade and the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, 

Deeply concerned that, despite the repeated requests by 
the General Assembly for the implementation of effective 
measures aimed at its cessation, the arms race, particularly 
of nuclear armaments, has continued to increase at an 
alarming speed, absorbing enormous material and human 
resources from the economic and social development of all 
countries and constituting a grave danger for world peace 
and security, 

Considering that the ever spiralling arms race is not 
compatible with the efforts aimed at promoting inter
national peace and security as well as establishing a new 
international economic order, as defined in the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order, contained in its reso
lutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, and in 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 
contained in its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974, 

Rem/ling Its resolution 1722 (XVI) of 20 December 
1961, in which it recognized that all States have a deep 
interest in disarmament negotiations, 

Convinced that the participation of all nuclear-weapon 
St<t~··s 11l the t'fforts to contain the nuclear arms race and to 
re•Juce and di:nina te :.~11 armaments is indispensable for a 
tuJi JW'asure uf succtss m these f;fforts, 

Cll;s .. ·fl,us tbat, disarmament being a matter of gf<~V<' 
c .. ::._,,~Jl tu Jll Sr::lo:':., there is a pressing need for all 
(;, ·;•·: flmenE <>lid :".~oples to be informed about and 
. : .. :c~··: .tnd th; ),i'.<,tuun prevailing in the field of the am1s 

,,,cc 1 .,· cil>a"mument and th:,tt the United Nation~ has a 
L:entl ,•i 'c>k 11: dtis ..:annexion m keeping with 1ts obligations 
U'i(kr :L'' ( ;,:irt•.; uf the ! illl(<"cl N·11!ons. 

Noting the suggestion made by the Secretary-General in 
the introduction to his report on the work of the 
Organization that the General Assembly might discuss 
various ways in which public concern about disarmament 
could be stimulated and channelled in constructive ways, 5 

Ha~·ing received the report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament, including, in particular, the 
part dealing with its mid-term review of the Disannament 
Decade with a view to reappraising its tasks and duties in 
order to accelerate the pace of its efforts to negotiate truly 
effective disarmament and arms limitation agreements, 

1. Reaffirms the purposes and objectives of the Disarma
ment Decade; 

2. Deplores the meagre achievements of the Disarma
ment Decade in terms of truly effective disarmament and 
arms limitation agreements, and the detrimental effects on 
world peace and economy of the continuing unproductive 
and wasteful arms race, particularly the nuclear arms race; 

3. Calls again upon all States, as well as the organs 
concerned with disarmament issues, to place at the centre 
of their preoccupations the adoption of effective measures 
for the cessation of the arms race, especially in the nuclear 
field, and for the reduction of mrlitary expenditures and to 
make sustained efforts with a view to achieving progress 
towards general and complete disarmament; 

4. Calls upon Member States and the Secretary-General 
to intensify their efforts in support of the link between 
disarmament and development, envisaged in General As
sembly resolution 2602 E (XXIV) on the Disarmament 
Decade, so as to promote disarmament negotiations and to 
ensure that the human and material resources freed by 
disarmament are used to promote economic and social 
development, particularly in the developing countries; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure a proper 
co-ordination of disarmament and development activities 
within the United Nations system of organizations and to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to offer appropriate 
assistance and information to Member States that may 
require them in pursuance of the purposes and objectives of 
the Disarmament Decade; 

7. Urges the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment to adopt, during its 1977 session, a comprehensive 
programme dealing with all aspects uf the prnblrm of the 
cessat10n of the arms race and grneral and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective international con
trol, in accordance with General A'semhly resolution 
2602 E (XXIV) proclaimwg the Disarmament Decade; 

8. Calls upon non-governmental orgauizations and inter
national institutions and organizations to fw ther the goab 
of the Dbarmament Decade; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agwda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Effe.:tivt~ measures 
to i:nplement the purpm.es ~md obj'?cti'.es •Jf the Di,,unr<· 
men t Decade" . 

5 Sec Officwl Reu.wls uf 1he General AHembl<', 7/wty·flr.ll 
Session. Supple men 1 ilia, I A, s,'ct. \'. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/379 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 42 

1. The item entitled "Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Denuclearization of Africa" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
General Assembly resolution 347I (XXX) of II December 
I975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. On 30 November, Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, the Comoros, the Congo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the 
Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, the Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, 
the United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, the Upper Volta and Zaire submitted a draft 
resolution (A/C .I /31/L.31) which was subsequently also 
sponsored by Senegal (for the text, see paragraph 6 below). 
The draft resolution was introduced by the representative 
of Nigeria at the 48th meeting, on 1 December. 

5. At its 50th meeting, on 2 December, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

6. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

lmplcmen tation of the Declaration on the 
Denuclearization of Africa 

flzc General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions I 652 (XVI) of 24 November 
1961, 2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, 326I E (XXIX) of 
9 December 1974 and 347I (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 
in which it called upon all States to consider and respect 
the continent of Africa, including the continental African 
States, Madagascar and other islands surrounding Africa, as 
a nuclear-weapon-free zone, 

[Original: English/ 
/7 December l!i76J 

Recognizing that implementation of the Declaration on 
the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of 
African Unity in I9646 would contribute to the security of 
all the African States and to the goals of general and 
complete disarmament, 

Bearing in mind that the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its 
thirteenth ordinary session, held at Port Louis from 2 to 6 
July 1976, expressed grave concern over the continuing 
collaboration between certain States Mem hers of tht> 
United Nations and the racist regime of South Afnca, 
particularly in the military and nuclear fields, thereby 
enabling it to acquire nuclear-weapon capability, 

Concerned that further development of South Africa's 
military and nuclear-weapon potential would frustrate 
efforts to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones in Africa and 
elsewhere as an effective means for preventing the prolifera
tion, both horizontal and vertical, of nucleaF weapons and 
for contributing to the elimination of the danger of a 
nuclear holocaust, 

I. Reaffirms its call upon all States to respect and abide 
by the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa: 

2. Further reaffirms its call upon all States to consider 
and respect the continent of Africa, including the conti
nental African States, Madagascar and other islands sur· 
rounding Africa, as a nuclear-weapon-free zone: 

3. Appeals to all States not to deliver to South Africa or 
place at its disposal any equipment or fissionable material 
or technology that will enable the racist regime of South 
Africa to acquire nuclear-weapon capability: 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to render all necessary 
assistance to the Organization of African Unity towards the 
realization of its solemn Declaration on the Denucleariza
tion of Africa, in which the African Heads of State and 
Government announced their readiness to undertake, in an 
international treaty to be concluded under the auspices of 
the United Nations, not to manufacture or acquire control 
of nuclear weapons; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa". 

6Jbid., Twentieth Session, Annexes, agenda Item 105. document 
A/5975. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/380 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 43 

1. The item entitled "Comprehensive study of the 
question of nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects: 
report of the Secretary-General", was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
General Assembly resolution 3472 A (XXX) of 11 Decem
ber 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. In connexion with item 43, the First Committee had 
before it a report of the Secretary-General (A/31/189 and 
Add.! and 2). 

5. On 17 November, Finland submitted a draft reso
lution (A/C.! /31 /L.8), which was introduced by its repre
sentative at the 44th meeting, on 29 November (for the 
text, see paragraph 7 below). 

6. At its 47th meeting, on 1 December, the Committee 
voted on the draft resolution as follows: 

(a) The second preambular paragraph was adopted by 95 
votes to 1, with 18 abstentions; 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 114 to none, with 1 abstention. The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, Colombia, 
Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Hungary, 
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Por
tugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

f Original: English} 
(8 December 1976} 

publics, United Arab Emirates, United ¥..ingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Came
roon, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of 
America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Comprehensil'e study of the question of 
nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3261 F (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974, by which it decided to undertake a comprehensive 
study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its 
aspects, 

Recalling further its resolution 34 72 (XXX) of 11 Decem
ber 1975, by which it, inter alia, commended the special 
report containing the study? to the attention of all 
Governments, the International Atomic Energy Agency and 
other relevant international organizations and invited them 
to transmit to the Secretary-General before 30 June 1976 
such views, observations and suggestions on the special 
report as they might deem appropriate, 

Having considered the special report of the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament containing the compre
hensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones 
in all its aspects prepared by the Ad Hoc Group of 
Qualified Governmental Experts for the Study of the 
Question of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, 

Having noted the comments made by States members of 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament con
cerning the study, s 

Considering that the question of nuclear-weapon-free 
zones is included in the provisional agenda of the Con
ference of the Committee on Disannament as adopted on 
15 August 1968, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
containing the views, observations and suggestions on the 
special report by Governments, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and the Agency for the Prohibition of 

7 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 27A, annex I. 
8 Ibid., annex II. 
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Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (A/31/189 and Add.l 
and 2); 

2. Expresses once more its appreciation to the Ad Hoc 
Group of Qualified Governmental Experts for the Study of 
the Question of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones for the prepa
ration of the study and conveys its thanks to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Director 
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency and 
other relevant international organizations for the assistance 
they have given for the preparation of the study; 

3. Reiterates its conviction that the establishment of 
nuclear-weapon-free zones can contribute to the security of 
members of such zones, to the prevention of proliferation 
of nuclear weapons and to the goals of general and 
complete disarmament; 

4. Draws the attention of Governments to the study and 
the views, observations and suggestions on that study 
contained in the report of the Secretary-General; 

5. Expresses the hope that the comprehensive study and 
the views, observations and suggestions on that study will 
enhance further efforts of Governments concerning nu
clear-weapon-free zones and will be of assistance to States 
interested in the establishment of such zones; 

6. Conveys the study and the report of the Secretary
General to the Governments concerned, to interested 
international organizations and to the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament for the further consideration 
and measures that they may deem appropriate within their 
respective fields of competence. 

DOCUMENT A/31/381 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 44 

1. The item entitled "Establishment of a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
Jn the basis of General Assembly resolution 3474 (XXX) of 
ll December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
he General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
;eneral Committee, decided to include the item in its 
1genda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
littee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
ems allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
4 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
Oth to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. On 22 November, Egypt, Iran and Kuwait submitted 
draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.19) which was subsequently 
so sponsored by Balrrain, Jordan, Mauritania, the Sudan 
1d the United Arab Emirates (for the text, see paragraph 6 
elow ). The draft resolution was introduced by the 
presentative of Iran at the 41st meeting, on 23 November. 

5. At the 45th meeting, on 29 November, the Com
ittee voted on the draft resolution as follows: 

(a) Operative paragraphs 2 and 3 were adopted by 107 
>tes to none, with 11 abstentions; 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by 121 
,tes to none, with 2 abstentions. 

f Original: English] 
{8 December 1976] 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

6. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
in the region of the Middle East 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974, in which it overwhelmingly commended the idea of 
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East, 

Recalling also its resolution 3474 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975, in which it recognized that the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East enjoys wide 
support in the region, 

Mindful of the prevailing political situation in the region 
and the potential danger emanating therefrom that would 
be further aggravated by the introduction of nuclear 
weapons in the area, 

Concerned that the lack of any appreciable progress in 
the direction of the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone, in the present atmosphere in the region, will further 
complicate the situation, 

Convinced that progress towards the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East will greatly 
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enhance the cause of peace both in the region and in the 
world, 

Conscious of the particular nature of the problems 
involved and the complexities inherent in the situation in 
the Middle East, and the urgency of keeping the region free 
from involvement in a ruinous nuclear arms race, 

1. Expresses the need for further action to generate 
momentum towards realization of the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East; 

2. Urges all parties directly concerned to adhere to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as a 
means of promoting this objective; 

3. Reiterates its recommendation that the Member 
States referred to in paragraph 2 above, pending the 
establishment of the nuclear-weapon-free zone under an 
effective system of safeguards, should: 

(a) Proclaim solemnly and immediately their intention to 
refrain, on a reciprocal basis, from producing, acquiring or 
in any other way possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear 
explosive devices, and from permitting the stationing of 
nuclear weapons in their territory or the territory under 
their control by any third party; 

(b) Refrain, on a reciprocal basis, from any other action 
that would facilitate the acquisition, testing or use of such 
weapons, or would be in any other way detrimental to the 
objective of the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone in the region under an effective system of safeguards; 

(c) Agree to place all their nuclear activities under the 
International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards; 

4. Reaffirms the recommendations to the nuclear
weapon States to refrain from any action contrary to the 
purpose of the present resolution and the objective of 
establishing, in the region of the Middle East, a nuclear
weapon-free zone under an effective system of safeguards 
and to extend their co-operation to the States of the region 
in their efforts to promote this objective; 

5. Invites the Secretary-General to explore the possi
bilities of making progress towards the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the area of the Middle East; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East". 

DOCUMENT A/31/382 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 45 

1. The item entitled "Convention on the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental modifi
cation techniques: report of the Conference of the Com
mittee on Disarmament" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of General 
Assembly resolution 34 75 (XXX) of 11 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. The general debate on these items took 
place at the 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 
November. 

4. In connexion with item 45, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/31/27). 

5. On 3 November, Argentina, Mexico, Panama and Peru 
snbmitted a draft resolution (A/C .1/31/LA) which was 
s1.bsequently also sponsored by Cyprus, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Jamaica, Mauritius, Trinidad 
and Tobago and Venezuela. The draft resolution, which was 

f Original: English} 
{9 December 1976} 

introduced by the representative of Mexico at the 26th 
meeting, on 9 November, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3264 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3475 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

"Reiterating its conviction that the conclusion of a 
convention on the prohibition of action to influence the 
environment and climate for military and other hostile 
purposes would contribute to the cause of strengthening 
peace and averting the threat of war, 

"Cmwinced also that such a convention should not 
affect the use of environmental modification technique~ 
for peaceful purposes, which should contribute to the 
preservation and improvement of the environment for thE 
benefit of present and future generations, 

"Taking into account the report of the Conference o 
the Committee on Disarmament as it relates to thi 
question, 

"Noting with satisfaction the progress achieved in th 
preparation of the text of a draft convention on th 
matter, 

"1. Requests the Conference of the Committee o 
Disarmament, without prejudice to the priorities estat 
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lished in its programme of work, to continue negotiations 
on the text of a draft convention on the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, bearing in mind the proposals 
and suggestions which have been submitted as well as the 
relevant discussion by the General Assembly, with a view 
to reaching agreement as early as possible on a text which 
would be widely acceptable to Members of the United 
Nations, and to submit a report on the results achieved to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament all docu
ments relating to the discussion of this question by the 
General Assembly at its thirty-first session; 

"3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled 'Convention on the 
prohibition of military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques'." 

6. On 4 November, Canada, Denmark, Finland, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Japan, Mongolia, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Zaire submitted a 
draft resolution {A/C.1/31/L.S). The draft resolution, 
which was introduced by the representative of Finland at 
the 24th meeting, on 5 November, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3264 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3475 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

"Determined to avert the potential dangers of military 
or any other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques, 

"Noting with satisfaction that the Conference of the 
Committee on Disannament has completed and trans
mitted to the General Assembly, in the report of its 1976 
session, the text of a draft convention on the prohibition 
of military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, 

"Convinced that the Convention will contribute to the 
realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

"1. Commends the Convention on the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, the text of which is annexed to 
the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General, as depositary of 
the Convention, to open it for signature and ratification 
at the earliest possible date; 

"3. Expresses its hope for the widest possible adher
ence to the Convention." 

7. Subsequently, the draft resolution was reissued with 
the text of the draft Convention annexed to it (A/C.l/31/ 

L.5/Rev.l ), Austria, Bulgaria, Iran, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the United States of America having 
joined the list of sponsors, later joined by Bolivia, Brazil, 
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, 
Ethiopia, Guinea, India, Italy, Liberia, Mozambique and the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

8. On 29 November, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, the German Demo
cratic Republic, Guinea, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, 
Liberia, Mongolia, Mozambique, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United 
States of America, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
and Zaire submitted a newly revised draft resolution 
(A/C.l/31/L.5/Rev.2 and Corr.1) which was introduced by 
the representative of Finland at the 50th meeting, on 
2 December. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3264 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3475 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

"Recalling its resolution 1722 (XVI) of 20 December 
1961, in which it recognized that all States have a deep 
interest in disarmament and arms control negotiations, 

"Determined to avert the potential dangers of military 
or any other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques, 

"Convinced that broad adherence to a convention on 
the prohibition of such action would contribute to the 
cause of strengthening peace and averting the threat of 
war, 

"Noting with satisfactinn that the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament has completed and trans
mitted to the General Assembly, in the report of its work 
in 1976, the text of a draft convention on the prohibition 
of military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, 

"Anxious that during its 1977 session, the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament should concentrate on 
urgent negotiations on disarmament and arms limitation 
measures, 

"Bearing in mind that draft agreements on disarmament 
and arms control measures submitted to the General 
Assembly by the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament should be the result of a prol:ess of effective 
negotiations, and that such instruments should duly take 
into account the views and interests of all State:, so t·hat 
they can be adhered to by the widest possible number of 
countries, 

"Bearing in mind that article VIII of the draft C(dJ· 

vention makes provision for a confeHo!~,~~ to review the 
operation of the Convention five years after 1ts entry into 
force, with <J view to ensuring that its purposes and 
provisions are bein!! realizecl. 
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"Also bearing in mind all relevant documents and 
negotiating records of the Conference of the Committee 
on Disarmament on the discussion of the draft con
vention, 

"Convinced that the Convention should not affect the 
use of environmental modification techniques for peace
ful purposes, which could contribute to the preservation 
and improvement of the environment for the benefit of 
present and future generations, 

"Convinced that the Convention will contribute to the 
realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

"1. Commends the Convention on the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, the text of which is annexed to 
this resolution; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General, as Depositary of 
the Convention, to open it for signature and ratification 
at the earliest possible date; 

"3. Expresses its hope for the widest possible ad
herence to the Convention; 

"4. Calls upon the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament, without prejudice to the priorities estab
lished in its programme of work, to keep under review the 
problem of effectively averting the dangers of military or 
any other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques; 

"5. Requests that the Secretary-General transmit to 
the Conference of the Committee on Disam1ament all 
documents relating to the discussion by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-first session of the question of the 
prohibition of military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques." 

9. At the 50th meeting, on 2 December, Nigeria pro
posed the _following oral amendments to draft resolution 
A/C.l/31/L.5/Rev.2: 

(a) The addition of a new preambular paragraph reading 
as follows: 

"Noting further that the Convention is intended to 
prohibit effectively military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques in order to elimi
nate the dangers to mankind from such use"; 

(b) The deletion of operative paragraph l and its replace
ment by the following text: 

"1. Refers the Convention on the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, the text of which is annexed to 
this resolution, to all States for their consideration, 
signature and ratification". 

These oral amendments were accepted by the co-sponsors 
i"'LC +t...ft rlwon.ft ,.a.conlntin.n ~t thP. ~~mP meetiOQ. 

10. On 2 December, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, the German Demo
cratic Republic, Guinea, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, 
Liberia, Mongolia, Mozambique, the Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Norway, Poland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
the United States of America, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic and Zaire submitted a newly revised draft 
resolution (A/C.l/31/L.5/Rev.3) which was subsequently 
also sponsored by the Syrian Arab Republic, incorporating 
the amendments referred to in the previous paragraph (for 
the text, see paragraph 15 below). 

11. On 2 December, the sponsors of draft resolution 
A/C.l/31/L.4, joined by Haiti, submitted a revised draft 
resolution (A/C.l/31/L.4/Rev.1) which was introduced by 
the representative of Mexico at the 50th meeting, on 
2 December. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3264 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3475 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 

"Reiterating its conviction that the conclusion of a 
convention on the prohibition of action to influence the 
environment and climate for military and other hostile 
purposes would contribute to the cause of strengthening 
peace and averting the threat of war , 

"Convinced also that such a convention should not 
affect the use of environmental modification techniques 
for peaceful purposes, which should contribute to the 
preservation and improvement of the environment for the 
benefit of present and future generations, 

"Taking illto account the report of the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament as it relates to this 
question, 

"Noting with satisfaction the progress achieved in the 
preparation of the text of a draft convention on the 
matter, 

"Being aware that Member States have not had time to 
give that text the consideration it deserves, 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to all 
States the text of the draft convention on the prohibition 
of military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques, contained in document A/31/ 
27, as well as all other relevant documents relating to thi~ 
question; 

"2. lnJ!ites all Member States to communicate to th( 
Secretary-General their views and suggestions on thi 
question before 30June 1977; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to al 
Member States the replies submitted pursuant to par2 
graph 2 above; 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of i1 
thirty-second session an item entitled 'Convention on th 
prohibition of military or any other hostile use < 
environmental modification techniques'." 
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12. At its 51st meeting, on 3 December, the Committee 
proceeded to vote on draft resolutions A/C.l/31/L.4/Rev.1 
and A/C.1 /31 /L.5 /Rev.3. The representative of India, 
seconded by the representative of Nigeria, moved that draft 
resolution A/C.l /31 /L.5/Rev.3 be accorded priority. The 
motion was adopted by a recorded vote of 59 to 31, with 
30 abstentions.9 The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Central African Re· 
public, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, German Demo
cratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Jordan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Liberia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mon
golia, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Poland, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Zaire. 

Against: Argentina, Burundi, Chile, China, Costa Rica, 
Cyprus, Ecuador, France, Grenada, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, 
Singapore, Surinam, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uganda, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Australia, Bangladesh, Burma, Chad, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, Guyana, 
Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, New 
Zealand, Niger, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sweden, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

13. At the same meeting, the Committee proceeded to 
vote on draft resolution A/C.1/31/L.5/Rev.3. The draft 
resolution was adopted by a recorded vote of 89 to 11, 
with 25 abstentions. I o The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Central African Republic, 
Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Denmark, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 

9 After the vote, the representative of the Libyan Arab Republic 
ndicated that her vote in favour of the motion had not been 
·ecorded. 

10 After the vote, the representative of Mozambique indicated 
hat his vote in favour of the draft resolution had not been 
ecorded. 

Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire. 

Against: Burundi, Ecuador, Grenada, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Zambia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Chad, Chile, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, France, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Paraguay, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Surinam, Togo, 
Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Venezuela, Yemen. 

14. At the same meeting, the delegations of Finland and 
India moved that the Committee take no further action on 
draft resolution A/C.1/3l/L.4/Rev.l. The motion was 
adopted by the Committee by a recorded vote of 49 to 42, 
with 35 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In fal'our: Afghanistan, Austria, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Central African Republic, Colombia, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Italy, 
Japan, Jordan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mongolia, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Philippines, 
Poland. Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Sov1et Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Zaire. 

Against: Algeria, Argentina, Benin, Burundi, Chile, China, 
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, France, 
Grenada, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Luxembourg, 
Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, Spain, Surinam, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Came
roon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Botswana, 
Burma, Chad, Congo, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, El Sal
vador, Fiji, Gabon, Greece, Guyana, Indonesia, Iraq, Ire
land, Ivory Coast, Libyan Arab Republic, Malawi, Mali, 
New Zealand, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Portugal, Qatar, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, 
Tunisia, Yugoslavia. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

15. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Col!l'ention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other 
Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3264 (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974 and 3475 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 



20 General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

Recalling its resolution 1722 (XVI) of 20 December 
1961, in which it recognized that all States have a deep 
interest in disarmament and arms control negotiations, 

Determined to avert the potential dangers of military or 
any other hostile use of environmental modification tech
niques, 

Convinced that broad adherence to a convention on the 
prohibition of such action would contribute to the cause of 
strengthening peace and averting the threat of war, 

Noting with satisfaction that the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament has completed and transmitted 
to the General Assembly, in the report of its work in 1976, 
the text of a draft Convention on the Prohibition of 
Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental 
Modification techniques (see A/31 /27), 

Noting further that the Convention is intended to 
prohibit effectively military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques in order to elimi
nate the dangers to mankind from such use, 

Bearing in mind that 'draft agreements on disarmament 
and arms control measures submitted to the General 
Assembly by the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment should be the result of a process of effective 
negotiations, and that such instruments should duly take 
into account the views and interests of all States so that 
they can be adhered to by the widest possible number of 
countries, 

Bearing in mind that article VIII of the Convention makes 
provision for a conference to review the operation of the 
Convention five years after its entry into force, with a view 
to ensuring that its purposes and provisions are being 
realized, 

Also bearing in mind all relevant documents and nego
tiating records of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament on the discussion of the draft Convention, 

Convinced that the Convention should not affect the use 
of environmental modification techniques for peaceful 
purposes, which could contribute to the preservation and 
improvement of the environment for the benefit of present 
and future generations, 

Lom,inced that the Convention will contribute to the 
realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, 

Anxious that durmg its 1977 session the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament should concentrate on 
urgent negotiations on disarmament and arms limitation 
measures, 

1. Refers the Convention on the Prohibition of Military 
or Any Other Hostile Use of EHvironmental Modification 
Techniques, the text of which is annexed to the present 
resolution, to all States for their consideration, signature 
and ratification; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, as Depositary of the 
Convention, to open it for signature and ratification at the 
earliest po~si!)le date~ 

3. Expresses its hope for the widest possible adherence 
to the Convention; 

4. Calls upon the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament, without prejudice to the priorities estab· 
lished in its programme of work, to keep under review the 
problem of effectively averting the dangers of military or 
any other hostile use of environmental modification tech· 
niques; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament all docu
ments relating to the discussion by the General Assembly at 
its thirty-first session of the question of the prohibition of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental modifi· 
cation techniques. 

ANNEX 

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile 
Use of Environmental Modification Techniques 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Guided by the mterest of consohdating peace, and wishing to 
contribute to the cause of halting the arms race, and of bringing 
about general and complete disarmament under strict and effective 
international control, and of saving mankind from the danger of 
using new means of warfare, 

Determined to continue negotiations with a view to achieving 
effective progress towards further measures in the field of disarrna· 
ment, 

Recognizing that scientific and technical advances may open new 
possibilities with respect to modification of the environment, 

Recalling the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment,!! adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 
1972, 

Realizing that the use of environmental modification techniques 
for peaceful purposes could improve the interrelationship of man 
and nature and contribute to the preservation and improvement of 
the environment for the benefit of present and future generations, 

Recognizing, however, that military or any other hostile use of 
such techniques could have effects extremely harmful to human 
welfare, 

Desiring to prohibit effectively military or any other hostile use ol 
environmental modification techniques in order to eliminate the 
dangers to mankind from such use, and affirming their willingness t< 
work towards the achievement of this objective, 

Desiring also to contribute to the strengthening of trust amon1 
nations and to the further improvement of the internationa 
situation in accordance with the purposes and principles of th 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 

1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to engag 
in military or any other hostile use of environmental modificatio 
techniques having widespread, long-lasting or severe effects as tli 
means of destruction, damage or injury to any other State Party. 

2. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to assi! 
encourage or induce any State, group of States or itlternation 
organization to engage in activities contrary to the provisions ' 
paragraph 1 of this article. 

ll See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Hurru 
Environment (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.' 
and corrigendum), chap. I. 
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Article II 

As used in article I, the term "environmental modification 
techniques" refers to any technique for changing-through the 
deliberate mampulation of natural processes-the dynamics, com
positiOn or structure of the earth, includmg its biota, lithosphere, 
hydrosphere and atmosphere, or of outer space. 

Article III 

1. The provisions of this ('onvcn t10n shall not hinder the use of 
enYllonmcntal modification techniques for peaceful purposes and 
shall be without prejudice to the generally recognized principles and 
applicable rules of mternatwnallaw concermng such use. 

2. The States Parties to this ConventiOn undertake to facilitate, 
and have the nght to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of 
scientific and technological mformation on the usc of envrronmental 
mod1ficatwn techniques for peaceful purposes. States Parties in a 
position to do so shall contribute, alone or together with other 
States or internatiOnal organizations, to internatwnal economic and 
scientific co-operation 111 the preservation, rrnprovement and peace
ful utilizatiOn of the environment, with due consideration for the 
needs of the developmg areas of the world. 

Article IV 

Each State Party to th1s Convention undertakes to take any 
measures 1t considers necessary in accordance w1th its constitutional 
proce-;ses to prohibit and prevent any activity in VIOlation of the 
provisions of the Convention anywhere under its jurisdiction or 
control. 

Artzcle V 

1. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to consult one 
another and to co-operate in solvmg any problems which may arise 
in relatiOn to the objectives of, or in the application of the 
porovlS!ons of, the Convention. Consultation and co-operation 
pursuant to this article may also be undertaken through appropriate 
mternational procedures Withm the framework of the United 
Nations and in accordance with its Charter. These international 
procedures may include the services of appropriate international 
organiza tiom, as well as of a Consultative Committee of Experts as 
provided for in paragraph 2 of this article. 

2. For the purposes set forth 111 paragraph 1 of this article, the 
Depositary shall, within one month of the receipt of a request from 
any State Party to this Convention, convene a Consultative 
Committee of Experts. Any State Party may appoint an expert to 
this Committee whose functions and rules of procedure are set out 
in the annex, which constitutes an mtegral part of th1s Convention. 
The Committee shall transmit to the Depositary a summary of Its 
findmgs of fact, incorporating all views and mformation presented 
to the Committee during its proceedmgs. The Depositary shall 
distnbute the summary to all States Parties. 

3. Any State Party to this Convention wh1ch has reasons to 
believe that any other State Party IS acting m breach of obligations 
deriving from the provisions of the Conventwn may lodge a 
~omplaint with the Security Council of the United Natwns. Such a 
:omplamt should mclude all relevant informatiOn as well as all 
JOSSible evidence supporting Its validity. 

4. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to co-operate 
n carrymg out any investigation which the Security Council may 
nitiate, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the 
Jnited Natwns, on the bas1s of the complaint received by the 
:ouncil. TI1e Security Council shall mform the States Parties of the 
esults of the mvestigation. 

5. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to provide or 
upport assistance, in accordance with the proviswns of the Charter 
f the Umted Natwns, to any State Party which so requests, if the 
ecurity CounCil decides that such Party has been harmed or IS 

kely to be harmed as a result of violation of the Convention. 

Article VI 

1. Any State Party to this ConventiOn may propose amendments 
to this ConventiOn. The text of any proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the Depositary, who "shall promptly circulate it to all 
States Parties. 

2. An amendment shall enter into force for all States Parties to 
thiS ConventiOn which have accepted It, upon the deposit with the 
Depositary of instruments of acceptance by a majonty of States 
Parties. Thereafter it shall enter into force for any remaimng State 
Party on the date of deposit of its mstrument of acceptance. 

Article VII 

This Convention shall be of unlimited duratiOn. 

Article VIII 

1. Five years after the entry into force of this Convention, a 
conference of the States Parties to the Convention shall be convened 
by the Depositary at Geneva, Switzerland. The conference shall 
review the operation of the Conven twn with a view to ensuring that 
its purposes and provisions are being realized, and shall in particular 
examine the effectiveness of the proviswns of paragraph 1 of 
article I in eliminating the dangers of military or any other hostile 
use of enviionmental modification techniques. 

2. At intervals of not less than five years thereafter, a majority of 
the States Parties to this Convention may obtain, by submitting a 
proposal to this effect to the Depositary, the convening of a 
conference w1th the same objectives. 

3. If no conference has been convened pursuant "'to paragraph 2 
of this article within ten years following the conclusion of a 
previous conference, the Depositary shall solicit the views of all 
States Parties to this Convention concerning the convening of such a 
conference. If one third or ten of the States Parties, whichever 
number 1s less, respond affumatlvcly, the Depositary shall take 
1m mediate steps to convene the conference. 

Article IX 

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any 
State which does not sign the Convention before its entry into force 
in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at 
any time. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory 
States. Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of 
instruments of ratification by twenty Governments in accordance 
with paragraph 2 of this article. 

4. For those States whose instruments of ratification or accession 
are deposited after the entry mto force of this Convention, it shall 
enter into force on the date of the deposit of their mstruments of 
ratification or accession. 

5. The Depositary shall promptly inform all signatory and 
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of 
each instrument of ratification or accession and the date of the 
entry into force of this Convention and of any amendments thereto, 
as well as of the receipt of other notices. 

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary in 
accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Natwns. 

Article X 

Th1s Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited 
w1th the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall send 
duly certifJCd copies thereof to the Governments of the signatory 
and accedmg States. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized 
thereto, have signed this Convention. 

Done at ............. , on the ........ day of . ....... . 
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ANNEX TO THE CONVENTION 

Consultative Committee of Experts 

1. The Consultative Committee of Experts shall undertake to 
make appropriate findings of fact and provide expert views relevant 
to any problem raised pursuant to paragraph 1 of article V of this 
Convention by the State Party requesting the convening of the 
Committee. 

2. The work of the Consultative Committee of Experts shall be 
organized in such a way as to permit it to perform the functions set 
forth in paragraph 1 of this annex. The Committee shall decide 

procedural questions relative to the organization of its work, where 
possible by consensus, but otherwise by a majority of those present 
and voting. There shall be no voting on matters of substance. 

3. The Depositary or his representative shall serve as the 
Chairman of the Committee. 

4. Each expert may be assisted at meetings by one or more 
advisers. 

5. Each expert shall have the right, through the Chairman, to 
request from States, and from international organizations, such 
information and assistance as the expert considers desirable for the 
accomplishment of the Committee's work. 

DOCUMENT A/31/383 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 46 

1. The item entitled "Establishment of a nuclear
weapon-free zone in South Asia" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of 
Genc::ral Assembly resolution 3476 B (XXX) of 11 Decem
ber 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate on these items took 
place at the 20th to 39th meetings, from l to 19 
November. 

4. On 8 November, Pakistan submitted a draft resolution 
(A/C.l/31/L.6) which was introduced by its representative 
at the 42nd meeting, on 24 November (for the text, see 
paragraph 6 below). 

5. At its 45th meeting, on 29 November, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution by a roll-call vote 
of 85 to 2, with 42 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Barbados, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Burundi, 
Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Democratic 
Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, 
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, 
Guyana, Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Uberia, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New 
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Ro
mania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thai
land, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Zaire. 

[Original: English] 
[8 December 1976] 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bul 
garia, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba 
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Fiji, France, Germm 
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Luxembourg, Malawi 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealanc 
Nicaragua, Norway, Poland, Singapore, Sweden, Ukrainia' 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist R( 
publics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norther 
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States c 
America, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

6. The First Committee recommends to the Gener 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asl 

1he General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 Decemt 
1974 and 3476 B (XXX) of 11 December 1975 concerni 
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Sou 
Asia, 

Reiterating its conviction that the establishment 
nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of the worlc 
one of the measures which can contribute most effectiv1 
to halting the proliferation of nuclear weapons and 
promoting progress towards nuclear disarmament as a s1 
towards general and complete disarmament under effect 
international control, with the ultimate goal of tc 
destruction of all nuclear weapons and their means 
delivery, 

Bearing in mind the comprehensive study prepared by 
Ad Hoc Group of Qualified Governmental Experts for 
Study of the Question of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones,t' 

12 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Ses1 
Supplement No. 27A, annex I. 
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BelieFing that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone in South Asia, as in other regions, will strengthen the 
security of the States of the region against nuclear threat or 
attack, 

Noting the affirmation by the States of South Asia not to 
acquire or manufacture nuclear weapons and to devote 
their nuclear programmes exclusively to the economic and 
social advancement of their peoples, 

Recalling that in the above-mentioned resolutions the 
General Assembly had called upon the States of the South 
Asian region and such other neighbouring non-nuclear
weapon States as might be interested to initiate, without 
delay, necessary consultations with a view to establishing a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone and urged them, in the interim, 
to refrain from any action contrary to the achievement of 
the objectives of such a nuclear-weapon-free zone, 

Recalling that in resolution 3265 B (XXIX) the General 
Assembly had requested the Secretary-General to convene a 

meeting for the purpose of the above-mentioned consulta
tions to render such assistance as might be required, 

I. Reaffirms its endorsement in principle of the concept 
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia; 

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia and such 
other neighbouring non-nuclear-weapon States as may be 
interested to continue to make all possible efforts to 
establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia and to 
refrain, in the meantime, from any action contrary to this 
objective; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to render such assist
ance as may be required to promote the above efforts for 
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South 
Asia and to report on the subject to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia". 

DOCUMENT A/31/384 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 47 

1. The item entitled ''Conclusion of a treaty on the 
complete and general prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests" 
was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first 
session on the basis of General Assembly resolution 
3478 (XXX) of 11 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Com
mittee d~cided to hold a combined general debate on the 
items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 
34 to 50 and 116. This general debate took place at the 
20th to 39th meetings, from I to 9 November. 

4. In connexion with item 47, the First Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General dated 8 April 1976 
(A/10509); 

(b) Note verbale dated 15 April 1976 from the Perma
nent Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General (A/31/81); 

(c) Note verb ale dated 24 May 197 6 from the Permanent 
Mission of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General (A/31/103); 

(d) Letter dated 14 June 1976 from the representative of 
Nigeria addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/108); 

(Original: English} 
[8 December 1976} 

(e) Note by the Secretary-General dated 24 September 
1976 (A/31 /228); 

(f) Letter dated 22 November 1976 from the First 
Deputy Foreign Minister of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics addressed to the Secretary
General transmitting the text of the revised draft 
treaty on the complete and general prohibition of 
nuclear-weapon tests (A/C.l/31/9). 

5. On 19 November, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics submitted a draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.16), 
which was subsequently also sponsored by the Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Finland, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Jordan, Mongolia 
and Poland (for the text, see paragraph 7 below). The draft 
resolution was introduced by the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the 41st meeting, on 
23 November. A statement of administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.27) was 
submitted by the Secretary-General on 26 November. 

6. At its 45th meeting, on 29 November, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.l /31 /L.l6 by a 
roll-call vote of 82 to 2, with 37 abstentions. 1 3 The result 
of the vote was as follows: 

In faFour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslo-

13 After the vote, the representatives of Lesotho and Liberia 
stated that, had they been present during the vote, they would h<•Ve 
VOted in faV011T nf thP rlr!aft 1"13'-'n.ln+;,,........., 
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vakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, lraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, 
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and To
bago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Against: Albania, China. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malta, Mauritania, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Paraguay, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of 
America, Zambia. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general 
prohibition ofnuclear-weapon tests 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3478 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975, in which it called upon all nuclear-weapon States to 
enter in to negotiations, not later than 31 March 1976, with 
a view to reaching agreement on the complete and general 
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests, with twenty-five to 
thirty non-nuclear-weapon States participating in such 
negotiations, 

Deploring the fact that such negotiations have not yet 
begun, 

Convinced that the early cessation of nuclear weapon 
tests, including underground tests, everywhere and by 
everyone, would contribute to the reduction of the nuclear 
arms race and to the further relaxation of international 
tension, 

Also convinced of the need for again exerting every effort 
to achieve an international agreement on the cessation of all 
types of nuclear weapon tests, 

Noting that during the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly proposals have been made and relevant docu
ments submitted with a view to finding a compromise basis 
for a generally acceptable understanding regarding the 
supervision of compliance with such an agreement, 

Believing that the conclusion between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America 
of treaties on the limitation of underground nuclear 
weapon tests and on underground nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes contributes to the creation of favourable 
conditions for the cessation of all nuclear weapon tests, 

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General 
(A/31/228) stating that twenty-six non-nuclear-weapon 
States are ready to participate in the negotiations with a 
view to reaching agreement on the complete and general 
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests, 

1. Again calls upon all nuclear-weapon States, in ac
cordance with General Assembly resolution 3478 (XXX), 
to proceed as soon as possible with negotiations on the 
conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general 
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests with the participation 
of non-nuclear-weapon States; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to render such assist
ance as may be necessary for the negotiations and to 
transmit to the group referred to in paragraph 1 above all 
documents relating to the consideration by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-first session of the item entitled 
"Conclusion of a treaty on the complete and general 
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests"; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Conclusion of a 
treaty on the complete and general prohibition of nuclear 
weapon tests". 

DOCUMENT A/31/385 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 48 

1. The item entitled "Prohibition of the development 
and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass 
destruction and new systems of such weapons: report of 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 

•J 11··' h: 1s of General Assembly resolution 3479 (XXX) of 
"'107<; 

[Original: English, 
[8 December 1976. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 197~ 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of th 
General Committee, decided to include the item in i1 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Con 
mittee decided to hold a combined general debate on H 
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items allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely 34 to 
50 and II6. The general debate on these items took place 
at the 20th to 39th meetings, from I to I9 November. 

4. In connexion with item 48, the First Committee had 
before it the report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (A/3I /27). 

5. On 9 November I976, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics submitted a draft resolution (A/C.I /3I /L.I 0), 
which it subsequently revised (A/C.I/3I/L.IO/Rev.I). The 
latter draft was introduced by the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the 34th meeting, on 
16 November, and read as follows: 

"The General AssemNv, 

"Recalling its resolution 3479 (XXX) of II December 
1975, in which it requested the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament to proceed as soon as 
possible to work out the text of an agreement on the 
prohibition of the development and manufacture of new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons, 

"Being convinced of the importance of concluding an 
agreement to prevent the use of scientific and tech
nological progress for the development of new types and 
systems of weapons of mass destruction, 

"Taking into accoullt the report of the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament with regard to this 
question, 

"Taking note of the discussion at the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament of the question of the 
prohibition of the development and manufacture of new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons, 

''Taking into account the views on this question 
contained in the Memorandum on Questions of Ending 
the Arn.s Race and Disarmament submitted by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/31/232), 

"1. Requests the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament to expedite the negotiations, with the 
assistance of qualified governmental experts, aimed at 
working out the text of an agreement on the prohibition 
of the development and manufacture of new types of 
wt.>apons of mass destruction and new systems of such 
weapons and to submit a report on the results achieved 
for .:onsideration by the General As~cmbly at its thirty
second session; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament all docu
ments relating to the discussion of this item by the 
G<'neraJ Assembly at its thirty-first session; 

"1 . Det'ides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second sessioll the item entitled 'Prohibition of the 
development and manufacture of new types of weapons 
of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: 
report nf the Conference of the Committee on Dis
amwmenl'.'' 

6. On 29 November, Afghanistan, Mongolia, the Syrian 
Arab Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
submitted a new revised version of the draft resolution 
(A/C.l/3I/L.l0/Rev.2), wliich was subsequently sponsored 
also by Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Poland, the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and Yugoslavia (for the 
text, see paragraph 8 below). 

7. At the 47th meeting, on I December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.IO/Rev.2 
by a recorded vote of I 0 I to 1, with I3 abstentions .1 4 The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austria, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, German Demo
cratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Hun
gary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan; Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Albania. 

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Denmark, France, Ger
many, Federal Republic of, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Spain, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

8. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new 
types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 
such weapons 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3479 (XXX) of 11 December 
1975, in which it requested the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament to proceed as soon as possible 
to work out the text of an agreement on the prohibition of 
the development and manufacture of new typ<'s of weapons 
of mass destruction and new systems of su1:h weapons, 

14 After the vote, the representative of Israel indicated tha! 11 hall 

been his intention to abstain; the representative of tlw I.1hycn A.r~h 
Republk stated that, had he been present during the 'Ote.l:c w<:><lld 
have voted in favour of the draft resolution. 
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Being convinced of the importance of concluding an 
agreement to prevent the use of scientific and technological 
progress for the development of new types and systems of 
weapons of mass destruction, 

Taking into account the report of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament with regard to this question, 

Taking note of the discussion at the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament of the question of the prohibi
tion of the development and manufacture of new types of 
weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such 
weapons, 

Taking into account the suggestions and relevant docu
ments submitted to the General Assembly on this subject at 
its thirty-first session, 

1. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Dis
armament to continue the negotiations, with the assistance 
of qualified governmental experts, aimed at working out 
the text of an agreement on the prohibition of the 
development and manufacture of new types of weapons of 
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons and to 
submit a report on the results achieved for consideration by 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament all docu
ments relating to the discussion of this item by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-first session; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Prohibition of the 
development and manufacture of new types of weapons of 
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons: report 
of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament". 

DOCUMENT A/31/386 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 49 

1. The item entitled General and complete disarmament: 
(a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarm
ament; (b) Report of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency; (c) Report of the Secretary-General was included 
in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the 
basis of General Assembly resolutions 3484 A and C (XXX) 
of 12 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session and to allocate it to the 
First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Commit
tee decided to hold a combined general debate on the items 
allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 34 to 
50 and 116. The general debate on these items took place 
at the 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. The First Committee had before it, in connexion with 
agenda item 49, the following documents: 

{a) Report of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament ( A/31/27); 

(b) Letter dated 7 July 1976 from the representatives of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United 
States of America addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/125); 

{c) Annual report for 1975 of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency; 

[Original: English/ 
[ 10 December 1976/ 

(d) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the represen
tative of Sri Lanka addressed to the Secretary-General 
transmitting the decisions of the Fifth Conference of Heads 
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at 
Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976 (A/31/197); 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution 3484 A (XXX) (A/31/224); 

(f) Letter dated 28 September 1976 from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics to the Secretary-General transmitting a memo· 
randum of the Soviet Union on disarmament (A/31/232) 

(g) Letter dated 26 November 1976 from the represen 
tative of Belgium addressed to the Secretary-Genera 
(A/C.l/31/1 0). 

5. On 8 November, Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina 
Bhutan, Brazil, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guyam 
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kuwait, the Libyan Aral 
Republic, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Moroccc 
Nepal, Nigeria, Peru, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian Ara 
Republic, Tunisia, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambi 
submitted a draft resolution (A/C.1/31/L.7). The text w< 
reissued for technical reasons on 10 November 197 
(A/C.1/31/L.7/Rev.l) and was also sponsored by Austri: 
Jordan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Mozambiqu 
Panama, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sweden and Triu 
dad and Tobago (for the text, see paragraph 16 below, dra 
resolution B, excluding paragraph 2 where the number • 
committee members proposed was 35). The draft resoluti( 
was subsequently revised and also sponsored by Australi 
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Bangladesh, Botswana, Burundi, Canada, Congo, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Germany, Federal Republic of, Guinea, Italy, 
Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Maldives, Malta, Mauri
tania, Netherlands, Niger, Norway, New Zealand, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Spain, Sudan, Turkey, Uganda, United 
Republic of Cameroon and Upper Volta (A/C.1/31/ 
L.7/Rev.2) and, later, by Bahrain, Chad and Somalia (for 
the text, see paragraph 16 below, draft resolution B). The 
draft resolution was introduced by the representative of Sri 
Lanka at the 44th meeting on 21 November. A statement 
on the administrative and financial implications was sub
mitted by the Secretary-General on 1 December 1976 
(A/C .1/31 /L.40). 

6. On 22 November, Bolivia, Colombia, Denmark, El 
Salvador, Ghana, Ireland, Japan, Liberia, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines and Singapore 
submitted a draft resolution (A/C.1/31/L.20), which was 
subsequently also sponsored by Ecuador, Iceland, Paraguay, 
Venezuela and the United Republic of Cameroon. This 
draft resolution, which was introduced by Japan at the 41st 
meeting, on 23 November, read as follows: 

"Question of international transfer of conventional arms 

"The General Assembly, 

"Noting the concern expressed in the General Assembly 
over the rapidly increasing international transfer of 
conventional arms and the resulting build-up of national 
armaments, 

"Recognizing the necessity for the acquisition of arms 
by States in exercise of their inherent right of self-defence 
as recognized in Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, 

"Convinced of the urgent need to curb the conventional 
arms race without prejudice to the supreme importance 
of nuclear disarmament, and to make progress towards 
general and complete disarmament, 

"Convinced of the need to assure the use of the 
resources which are now being diverted to the production 
and purchase of conventional arms, for the benefit of all 
countries and the improvement of world economic and 
social conditions, 

"1. Invites all Member States to communicate to the 
Secretary-General before 1 May 1977 their views and 
suggestions on the question of the international transfer 
of conventional arms; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session a report 
containing the communications received under para
graph 1; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assist
ance of qualified governmental experts, to make a factual 
study of the international transfer of conventional arms 
and submit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled: 'Question of the 
international transfer of conventional arms'." 

A statement on the administrative and fmancial impli
cations of the draft resolution was submitted by the 
Secretary-General on 30 November (A/C.l/31/L.35). Also 
on 30 November, Pakistan submitted amendments to the 
draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.36), which read as follows: 

"1. Amend the title to read: 

" 'Question of the production and international trans
fer of conventional arms'; 

"2. In the first preambular paragraph and operative 
paragraphs 1, 3 and 4, add the words 'production and' 
before the words 'international transfer of conventional 
arms'; 

"3. At the end of the second preambular paragraph, 
add the following: 

" 'and for the exercise of the legitimate rights of 
peoples to self-determination and national indepen
dence,'; 

"4. Add the following as a new preambular paragraph 
after the present second preambular paragraph: 

" 'Noting that acquisition of conventional arms by 
States and peoples is often in response to the remaining 
vestiges of colonialism, foreign domination and occupa
tion and international disputes and tensions in various 
parts of the world,'." 

At the 49th meeting, on 2 December, the representative of 
Japan announced that certain modifications to A/C .1/31 I 
L.20 had been agreed following consultations with the 
representative of Pakistan, and the latter had agreed that 
the amendments in A/C .1/31 /L.36 would not be pressed to 
a vote. 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of India 
moved to adjourn the debate on the question covered by 
draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.20. The motion was adopted 
by a recorded vote of 51 to 32, with 33 abstentions. The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Central African Republic, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ger
man Democratic Republic, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan 
Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Peru, Poland, Qatar, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, Yemen, Yugo
slavia. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ghana, Ireland, 
Israel, Japan, Liberia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Paraguay, Philippines, Portugal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Spain, Swaziland, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 
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Abstaining: Afghanistan, Austria, Bangladesh, Burma, 
Chad, Costa Rica, Equatorial Guinea, Fiji, Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, 
Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mozambique, Niger, Pakistan, 
Panama, Romania, Sweden, Togo, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia. 

8. On 24 November, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Peru and Sweden submitted a draft resolution (A/C.1/31/ 
L.25), which was introduced by the representative of 
Mexico at the 46th meeting, on 30 November (for the text, 
see paragraph 16 below, draft resolution A). 

9. On 29 November, Liberia submitted a draft resolution 
(A/C.l/31/L.28), which was introduced at the 46th meet
ing, on 30 November. At the 49th meeting, on 2 December, 
the representative of Liberia agreed to a suggestion by the 
representative of Canada that, in view of the fact that some 
delegations had been unable to obtain instructions on the 
draft resolution in the limited time remaining after its 
submission, Liberia would request the Secretary-General to 
circulate the draft resolution as a General Assembly 
document rather than seek a formal decision on it at the 
thirty-first session. 

10. On 30 November, Pakistan submitted a draft resolu
tion (A/C.l/31/L.33), which was subsequently also spon
sored by Iran, Kuwait, Morocco, Nicaragua and Panama 
(for the text, see paragraph 16 below, draft resolution C). 
The draft resolution was introduced by the representative 
of Pakistan at the 48th meeting, on 1 December. 

11. On 30 November, Finland submitted a draft resolu
tion (A/C.1/31/L.34) which was subsequently also spon
sored by Denmark, Iceland and Norway {for the text, see 
paragraph 16 below, draft resolution D). The draft resolu
tion was introduced by the representative of Finland at the 
48th meeting, on 1 December. 

12. At its 49th meeting, on 2 December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.25 by 94 
votes to 10, with 12 abstentions. 

13. At its 50th meeting, on 2 December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.1/31/L.7/Rev.2 
without a vote. 

14. At its 52nd meeting, on 3 December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.1/31/L.33 by 88 
votes to none, with 35 abstentions. 

15. At the same meeting, the First Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.34 by a recorded vote of 97 
to 1, with 21 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Belgium, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Central African Repub
lic, Chad, Congo, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, 
Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 

Lao People's Democratic Republic, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Zaire. 

Against: China. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Argentina, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burma, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, France, India, Lesotho, 
Mexico, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Romania, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Recommendations of the First Committee 

16. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

General and complete disarmament 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2602 A (XXIV) of 16 December 
1969 relating to tl1e initiation of bilateral negotiations 
between the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the United States of America on the 
limitation of offensive and defensive strategic nuclear
weapon systems, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 2932 B (XXVII) of 29 Novem
ber 1972, 3184 A and C (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 
3261 C (XXIX) of 9 December 1974 and 3484 C (XXX) of 
12 December 1975, 

Bearing in mind that the above-mentioned Governments 
agreed on 21 June 1973 to make serious efforts to work 
out and sign in 1974 the agreement on more complete 
measures on the limitation of strategic offensive arms called 
for in the interim agreement of 26 May 1972, and that on 
the same occasion they expressed their intention to carry 
out the subsequent reduction of such arms, 

Conscious of the fact that the interim agreement referred 
to above will expire next year, 

Noting that, as a result of the discussions held at the 
highest level in November 1974 also between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America, both sides reaffirmed their intention to conclude 
an agreement on the limitation of strategic offensive arms 
to last until 31 December 1985 inclusive, 

Noting also that at the same meeting it was agreed to set 
ceilings both on the strategic offensive nuclear delivery 
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vehicles as well as on such of those vehicles as may be 
equipped with multiple independently targetable warheads, 
and that both sides stated that favourable prospects existed 
for completing the work on the new agreement in 1975 and 
stressed that it would include provisions for further 
negotiations beginning no later than 1980-1981 on the 
question of further limitations and possible reductions of 
strategic arms in the period after 1985, 

Noting further the information submitted by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America (see A/31/125), 

Reiterating its opinion that disarmament negotiations 
move very slowly in comparison to the obvious perils posed 
by the enormous arsenals of nuclear weapons, 

1. Regrets the absence of positive results during the last 
three years of the bilateral negotiations betwee;n the 
Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and the United States of America on the limitation of their 
strategic nuclear-weapon systems; 

2. Expresses its concern for the very high ceilings of 
nuclear arms set for themselves by both States, for the total 
absence of qualitative limitations of such arms, for the 
protracted time-table contemplated for the negotiation of 
further limitations and possible reductions of the nuclear 
arsenals and for the situation thus created; 

3. Urges anew the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and the United States of America to broaden the scope and 
accelerate the pace of their strategic nuclear arms limitation 
talks, and stresses once again the necessity and urgency of 
reaching agreement on important qualitative limitations and 
substantial reductions of their strategic nuclear-weapon 
systems as a positive step towards nuclear disarmament; 

4. Reiterates its previous invitation to both Govern
ments to keep the General Assembly informed in good time 
of the progress and results of their negotiations. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

Mindful that the continuation of the arms race endangers 
international peace and security and also diverts vast 
resources urgently needed for economic and social develop
ment, 

Convinced that peace can be secured through the imple
mentation (,f disarmament measures, particularly of nu~o.~ear 
disarmament, conducive to the realization of the final 
objective, namely, general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, 

Reaffirming that disarmament is one of the essential 
objectives of the United Nations, 

Bearing in mind that the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at 
Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976, called for a special 
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament 
and made specific suggestions in this regard in its decla
ration and resolution on disarmament (see A/31/197), 

1. Decides to convene a special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament, to be held in New York 
in May/June 1978; 

2. Further decides to establish a Preparatory Committee 
for the Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to 
Disarmament, composed of fifty-four Member States ap
pointed by the President of the Assembly on the basis of 
equitable geographical distribution, with the mandate of 
examining all relevant questions relating to the special 
session, including its agenda, and to submit to the Assembly 
at its thirty-second session appropriate recommendations 
thereon; 

3. Invites all Member States to communicate to the 
Secretary-General their views on the agenda and all other 
relevant questions relating to the special session of the 
General Assembly not later than 15 April1977; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the replies 
of Member States pursuant to paragraph 3 above to the 
Preparatory Committee and to render it all necessary 
assistance, including the provision of essential background 
information, relevant documents and summary records; 

5. Requests the Preparatory Committee to meet for a 
short organizational session not longer thari one week, 
before 31 March 1977, inter alia to set the dates for its 
substantive sessions; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session an item entitled: "Special session of 
the General Assembly devoted to disarmament: report of 
the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the 
General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament". 

c 
The General Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the need to allay the legitimate concern 
of the States of the world with regard to ensuring lasting 
security for their peoples, 

Deeply concerned at the continuation of the arms race, in 
particular the nuclear arms race and the threat to mankind 
due to the possibility of the use of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced that only nuclear disarmament resulting in the 
complete elimination of nuclear weapons will assure perfect 
security in the nuclear era, 

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need to be 
safeguarded against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons, 

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved 
on a universal basis, it is imperative for the international 
community to devise effective measures to ensure the 
security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons from any quarter, 

Recalling its resolution 3261 G (XXIX) of 9 December 
1974, in which it recommended that Member States should 
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consider in all appropriate forums, without loss of time, the 
question of strengthening the security of non-nuclear
weapon States, 

Noting that the non-nuclear-weapon States have called for 
assurances from nuclear-weapon Powers that they will not 
use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against them, 

Deeply concerned over any possibility of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons in any contingency, 

1. Requests the nuclear-weapon States, as a first step 
towards a complete ban on the use or threat of use of 
nuclear weapons, to consider undertaking, without preju
dice to their obligations arising from treaties establishing 
nuclear-weapon-free zones, not to use or threaten to use 
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States not 
parties to the nuclear security arrangements of some 
nuclear-weapon Powers; 

2. Decides to review at its thirty-second session the 
progress made on the question of strengthening the security 
of non-nuclear-weapon States. 

D 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2373 (XXII) of 12 June 1968, in 
which it commended the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons and expressed the hope for the widest 
possible adherence to that Treaty, 

Noting that one hundred States now are parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 

Noting further that the non-nuclear-weapon States parties 
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
have accepted the principle of safeguards on all their 
peaceful nuclear activities, 

Recognizing that the accelerated spread and development 
of peaceful applications of nuclear energy may, in the 
absence of an effective and comprehensive safeguards 
system, increase the danger of proliferation of nuclear 
weapons or equivalent nuclear explosive capabilities, 

Noting that the objectives of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, as defined in its statute, are to promote the 
peaceful application of nuclear energy while ensuring that 
they are not used in such a way as to further any military 
purpose, 

Underlining the important role of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in implementing international 
non-proliferation policies in connexion with the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy and noting in this context the 
communication from Finland concerning the strengthening 
"Of the International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards on a 
comprehensive basis (A/C.l/31/6), 

Recognizing the necessity of continued international 
co-operation in the application and in1provement of Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency safeguards on peaceful 
nuclear activities, 

I. Recognizes that States accepting effective non
proliferation restraints have a right to enjoy fully the 
benefits of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and 
underlines the importance of increased efforts in this field, 
particularly for the needs of the developing areas of the 
world; 

2. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency to 
give special attention to its programme of work in the 
non-proliferation area, including its efforts in facilitating 
peaceful nuclear co-operation and increasing assistance to 
the developing areas of the world within an effective and 
comprehensive safeguards system; 

3. Further requests the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to continue its studies on the questions of 
multinational fuel cycle centres and an international regime 
for plutonium storage as effective means to promote the 
interests of the non-proliferation regime; 

4. Calls upon the International Atomic Energy Agency 
to give careful consideration to all relevant suggestions 
aiming at strengthening the safeguards regime that have 
been presented to the Agency; 

5. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency to 
report on the progress of its work on this question to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DOCUMENT A/31/387 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 50 

1. The item entitled "Strengthening of the role of the 
United Nations in the field of disarmament: report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of the Role of the 
United Nations in the Field of Disarmament" was included 
in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session on the 
basis of General Assembly resolution 3484 B (XXX) of 12 
December 1975. 

[Original: English/ 
[8 December 1976/ 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Commit
tee decided to hold a combined general debate on the items 
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allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 34 to 
50 and 116. The general debate on these items took place 
at the 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. In connexion with agenda item 50, the First Com
mittee had before it the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Review of the Role of the United Nations in the 
Field of Disarmament (A/31/36). 

5. On 11 November, Austria, Grenada, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia and 
Venezuela submitted a draft resolution (A/C.l/31/L.11) 
which was subsequently also sponsored by Belgium, Costa 
Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Ireland, 
Italy, Liberia, Morocco, Nepal, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Rwanda and Sierra Leone. The text, which was introduced 
by the representative of Sweden at the 32nd meeting, on 15 
November, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 3484 B (XXX) of 12 Decem
ber 1975, whereby it decided to make a review of the role 
of the United Nations in the field of disarmament, 

"Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of 
the Role of the United Nations in the Field of Disarma
ment has carried out the task entrusted to it by the 
General Assembly in the aforementioned resolution, 

"Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Commit
tee containing, inter alia, a set of agreed proposals with 
regard to: 

"(a) Improved methods of work of the First Commit
tee of the General Assembly in disarmament matters, 

"(b) The relationship between the General Assembly 
and other United Nations bodies in the field of 
disarmament, 

"(c) Role of the United Nations Disarmament Com
mission, 

"(d) Role of the United Nations in providing assist
ance on request in multilateral and regional disarma
ment negotiations, 

"(e) The relationship between the General Assembly 
and the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 
(CCD), 

"(f) Increased use of in-depth studies of the arms 
race, disarmament and related matters, 

"(g) Improving existing United Nations facilities for 
collection, compilation and dissemination of informa
tion on disarmament issues, in order to keep all 
Governments, as well as world public opinion, properly 
informed on progress achieved in the field of disarma
ment, 

"(h) Assistance by the United Nations Secretariat, on 
request, to States parties to multilateral disarmament 
agreements in their duty to ensure the effective 
functioning of such agreements, including appropriate 
reviews, 

"(i) Strengthening of the resources of the Secretariat, 

"1. Endorses the agreed proposals made by the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the review of the role of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament as a step towards the 
strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the 
field of disarmament; 

"2. Decides to keep the question of the strengthening 
of the role of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament under continued review; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to implement as 
soon as possible the measures recommended by the Ad 
Hoc Committee, falling within his area of responsibilities, 
and report to the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly; 

"4. Urges Member States to make all efforts to realize 
the objectives set out in the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee." 

A statement on the administrative and fmancial implica
tions of the draft resolution was submitted by the 
Secretary-General on 23 November (A/C.l/31/L.23). 

6. On 23 November, India and Nigeria submitted the 
following amendments to the draft resolution (A/C.1/31/ 
L.24) which were subsequently also sponsored by Mauritius 
and the United Republic of Cameroon: 

"1. Insert a new preambular paragraph as the last 
preambular paragraph: 

" 'Recognizing the strong interest of developing mem
ber States in contributing to the cause of disarma
ment,'; 

"2. Reword operative paragraph 3 to read as follows: 

"'3. Requests the Secretary-General to implement 
as soon as possible the measures recommended by the 
Ad Hoc Committee and falling within this area of 
responsibilities bearing in mind the strong interest of 
developing member States in contributing to the cause 
of disarmament through the proposed United Nations 
Centre for Disarmament, and report to the thirty
second session of the General Assembly;'." 

On 30 November, a revised draft resolution was submitted 
(A/C.l/31/L.11/Rev.1) (for the text, see paragraph 8 
below). The amendments contained in document A/C.1/ 
31/L.24 were not pressed to the vote. 

7. At the 48th meeting, on 1 December, the First 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.l/31/L.11/Rev.1 
without a vote. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

8. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Strengthening of the role of the United Nations 
in the field of disarmament 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3484 B (XXX) of 12 December 
197 5, in which it decided to carry out a review of the role 
of the United Nations in the field of disarmament, 
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Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of the 
Role of the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament has 
carried out the task entrusted to it by the General 
Assembly in the aforementioned resolution, 

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee, 
which contains, inter alia, a set of agreed proposals with 
regard to the following subjects: 

(a) Improved methods of work of the First Committee in 
disarmament matters, 

(b) Relationship between the General Assembly and 
other United Nations bodies in the field of disarmament, 

(c) Role of the United Nations Disarmament Commis
sion, 

(d) Role of the United Nations in providing assistance on 
request in multilateral and regional disarmament negotia
tions, 

(e) Relationship between the General Assembly and the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, 

(f) Increased use of in-depth studies of the arms race, 
disarmament and related matters, 

(g) Improvement of existing United Nations facilities for 
the collection, compilation and dissemination of informa
tion on disarmament issues, in order to keep all Govern
ments, as well as world public opinion, properly informed 
on progress achieved in the field of disarmament, 

(h) Assistance by the Secretariat, on request, to States. 
parties to multilateral disarmament agreements in their 
duty to ensure the effective functioning of such agree
ments, including appropriate reviews, 

(i) Strengthening of the resources of the Secretariat, 

Recognizing the vital interest of all States of the world, 
including developing States, in contributing to the cause of 
disarmament, 

1. Endorses the agreed proposals made by the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Review of the Role of the United 
Nations in the Field of Disarmament as a step towards the 
strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the field 
of disarmament; 

2. Decides to keep the question of the strengthening of 
the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament 
under continued review; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to implement as soon 
as possible the measures recommended by the Ad Hoc 
Committee falling within his area of responsibilities, bearing 
in mind the importance of recruiting the staff for the 
proposed Centre for Disarmament on as wide a geographical 
basis as possible, and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

4. Urges Member States to make every effort to realize 
the objectives set out in the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee. 

DOCUMENT A/31/388 

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 116 

1. The item entitled "Implementation of the conclusions 
of the first Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons" was included 
in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session at the 
request of Sweden (A/31/141). 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee. 

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 5 October, the First Commit
tee decided to hold a combined general debate on the items 
allocated to it relating to disarmament, namely, items 34 to 
50 and 116. The general debate on these items took place 
at the 20th to 39th meetings, from 1 to 19 November. 

4. In accordance with a request by Sweden addressed to 
the Secretary-General on 30 September (A/C.l/31/4), the 
fmal document of the Review Conference of the Parties to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT/CONF/35/1 to III) was circulated as an official 

[Original: English/ 
{9 December 1976/ 

document of the First Committee. In addition, the Com
mittee had before it a letter dated 27 October 1976 from 
the representative of Finland addressed to the Secretary
General (A/C.1/31/6). 

5. At the 47th meeting, on 1 December, the represen
tative of Sweden introduced a draft resolution (A/C.1/ 
31/L.32), which was subsequently also sponsored by 
Austria, Denmark, Ecuador, Iceland, Nigeria and Norway 
(for the text, see paragraph 7 below). 

6. At its 52nd meeting on 3 December, the First 
Committee adopted the draft resolution by a recorded vote 
of 99 to 1, with 17 abstentions.! 5 The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bang
ladesh, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 

15 After the vote, the representatives of Burundi, Guinea and the 
Philippines indicated that it had been their intention to vote in 
favour of the draft resolution. 
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Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Ubyan Arab 
Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Poland, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

Against: China. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Argentina, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burma, Chile, Cuba, France, India, Mozambique, Pakistan, 
Portugal, Spain, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

Recommendation of the First Committee 

7. The First Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Implementation of the conclusions of the first Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing that the danger of nuclear warfare remains a 
grave threat to the survival of mankind, 

Convinced that the prevention of any further prolifera
tion of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices 
remains a vital element in efforts to avert nuclear warfare, 

Convinced that the promotion of this objective will be 
furthered by more rapid progress towards the cessation of 
the nuclear arms race and the initiation of effective 
measures of nuclear disarmament, 

Further convinced that the discontinuance of all test 
explosions of nuclear weapons for all time would constitute 
an important step in these efforts, 

Noting that the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, to which about one hundred States are 
parties, implies a balance of mutual responsibilities and 
obligations of all States parties to the Treaty, nuclear
weapon as well as non-nuclear-weapon States, 

Recalling that the States parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons met at Geneva from 
5 to 30 May 1975 to review the operation of the Treaty 

with a view to assuring that the purposes of the preamble 
and the provisions of the Treaty were being realized, 

Further recalling that the Final Document of the Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons includes, inter alia, a 
Final Declaration and a number of interpretative statements 
in connexion with the Final Declaration, 

Noting that the Conference has called for universal 
adherence to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, 

Recognizing the necessity of effective international safe
guards in order to ensure that the peaceful applications of 
nuclear energy will not lead to further proliferation of 
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, 

Underlining the important role of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in implementing international 
non-proliferation policies in connexion with the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, 

Concerned that the nuclear arms race continues unabated, 

Recognizing that various appropriate means are necessary 
to meet the security concerns of non-nuclear-weapon 
States, 

1. Urgently calls for determined efforts by all nuclear
weapon States: 

(a) To bring about the cessation of the nuclear arms race; 

(b) To undertake effective measures in the direction of 
nuclear disarmament; 

(c) To find an early solution to the difficulties in 
reaching agreement to discontinue all test explosions of 
nuclear weapons for all time as a step towards the 
realization of these objectives; 

2. Emphasizes the particular responsibility of the two 
major nuclear-weapon States in this regard; 

3. Stresses the urgency of international co-operative 
efforts in appropriate forums to prevent the further 
proliferation of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive 
devices; 

4. Recognizes that States accepting effective non
proliferation restraints have a right to full access to the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy and underlines the impor
tance of all efforts to increase the availability of energy, 
particularly for the needs of the developing countries of the 
world; 

5. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency to 
accord high priority to its programme of work in these 
areas; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session an item entitled "Implementation of the 
conclusions of the first Review Conference of the Parties to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
and establishment of a preparatory committee for the 
second conference". 
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ACTION TAKEN BY mE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 96th, 98th and 106th plenary meetings, on 10, 14 and 21 December 1976, the 
General Assembly voted on the draft resolutions submitted by the First Committee in its 
reports on agenda items 34 to 50 and 116. 

At its 98th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 34 (A/31/371, para. 8) by 120 votes to 2, with 11 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/87,16 

At its 96th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 35 (A/31/372, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 31/64.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 36 (A/31/373, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 31/65.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 37 (A/31/374, para. 7) by 105 votes to 2, with 27 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/66.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 38 (A/31/375, para. 6) by 119 votes to none, with 14 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/67.16 

At its 98th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 39 (A/31/376, para. 8) by 106 votes to none, with 27 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/88.16 

At its 106th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 40 (A/31/377, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 31/190.16 

At its 96th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 41 (A/31/378, para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 31/68.t6 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 42 (A/31/379, para. 6). For the final text, see resolution 31/69.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 43 (A/31/380, para. 7) by 132 votes to none. For the final text, see 
resolution 31/70.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 44 (A/31/381, para. 6) by 130 votes to none, with 1 abstention. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/71.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted ~e draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 45 (A/31/382, para. 15) by 96 votes to 8, with 30 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/72.16 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 46 (A/31/383, para. 6) by 91 votes to 2, with 43 abstentions. For the final 
text, see resolution 31/73.16 

At its 98th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 47 (A/31/384, para. 7) by 95 votes to 2, with 36 abstentions. For the final 
text, see resolution 31/89.16 

At its 96th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 48 (A/31/385, para. 8) by 120 votes to 1, with 15 abstentions. For the 
fmal text, see resolution 31/74.1 6 

16 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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A/31/8/ Add.14 

A/31/27 

A/31/27/Add.1 

A/31/28 

Agenda items 34 to SO and 116 

At its 106th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolutions submitted in the 
report on item 49 (A/31/386, para. 16), as follows: draft resolution A was adopted by 
107 votes to 10, with 11 abstentions; draft resolution B was adopted without a vote; 
draft resolution C was adopted by 95 votes to none, with 33 abstentions and draft 
resolution D by 106 votes to 2, with 22 abstentions. For the fmal text, see resolutions 
31/189 A to 0.16 

At its 98th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 50 (A/31/387, para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 31/90.16 

At its 96th meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted in the 
report on item 116 (A/31/388, para. 7) by 115 votes to 2, with 19 abstentions. For the 
final text, see resolution 31/75.16 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda items 34 to 50 and 
116 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

1Ytle or description 
Agenda 
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Observations and 

references 

35 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolutions 34, 39, 40,47, Official Records of the General 
submitted by the First Committee: report of the Advisory 49, 50 Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions Supplement No. 8 

Report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 37, 45, 48, 49 Ibid., Supplement No. 27 

Special report of the Conference of the Committee on Disarma- Ibid., Supplement No. 27A 
ment 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament 
Conference 

40 Ibid., Supplement No. 28 

A/31/29 and Corr.l 
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Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 
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the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament 
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Letter dated 14 June 1976 from the representative of Nigeria to 
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Energy Agency 
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Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri 
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Report of the Secretary-General 
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Letter dated 28 September 1976 from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the 
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references 
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Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of 39, 42, 44,46 Ditto 
Turkey to the Secretary-General 

Administrative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution 
submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/371: 
report of the Fifth Committee 

Administrative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution 
submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/376: 
report of the Fifth Committee 

Administrative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution 
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report of the Fifth Committee 
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report of the Fifth Committee 
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report of the Fifth Committee 
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report of the Fifth Committee 

Documents of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 

Documents of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarma
ment Conference 

Documents of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of the Role 
of the United Nations in the Field of Disarmament 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of 
Sweden to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 27 October 1976 from the representative of 
Finland to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 15 November 1976 from the representative of 
Mexico to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 22 November 1976 from the First Deputy Foreign 
Minister of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 26 November 1976 from the representative of 
Belgium to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

D1aft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 
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49 
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49 
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40 
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Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 92 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Documents in this series are 
mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See A/31/382, para. 5 

Ibid., para. 11 

Ibid., para. 6 

Ibid., para. 7 

Ibid., para. 8 

Ibid., para. 10 

See A/31/383, para. 4 

Replaced by A/C.1/31/L.7/Rev.l 

See A/31/386, para. 5 

Ibid. 

See A/31/380, para. 5 

See A/31/377, para. 5 
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Rev.1 
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A/C.1/31/L.l O/Rev.2 

A/C.1/31/L.ll 

A/C.1/31/L.l1/Rev.1 

A/C.1/31/L.l3 

A/C.l/31/L.l4 

A/C.1/31/L.l5 

A/C.1/31/L.16 

A/C.1/31/L.l8 

A/C.l/31/L.l9 

A/C.1/31/L.20 

A/C.l/31/1.21 

A/C.1/31/L.22 

A/C.l/31/L.23 

A/C.1/31/L.24 

A/C.1/31/L.25 

A/C.l/31/L.27 

A/C.1/31/L.28 

A/C.1/31/L.29 

A/C.l I 31 /L.29 /Rev.1 

A/ c .1 I 31 I L. 30 

A/C.1/31/L.31 

A/C.1/31/L.32 

A/C.l/31/L.33 

A/C.1/31/L.34 

A/C.1/31/L.35 

A/C.1/ 31/1.36 

A/C.1/31/L.37 

A/C.l/31/L.38 

A/ c .1 I 31 I L. 39 

A/C.1/31/1.40 

A/C.5/31/63 

A/C.5/31/64 

Agenda items 34 to 50 and 116 

Title or description 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in paragraph 20 of document A/31/29: note by the 
Secretary -General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.1/31/L.ll: note by the Secretary
General 

Amendments to document A/C.1/31/L.ll 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.1/31/L.16: note by the Secretary
General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolu t1on 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolut10n 

Administrative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.l/31/L.20: note by the Secretary
General 

Amendments to document A/C.l/31/L.20 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.1/31/L.21: note by the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.l/31/1.30: note by the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.1/31/L.29/Rev.1: note by the 
Secretary -General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
contained in document A/C.1/31/L.7 /Rev.2: note by the 
Secretary -General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/376: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution 
submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/371: 
note by the Secretary-General 
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submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/387: 
note by the Secretary-General 
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submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/384: 
note by the Secretary-General 
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DOCUMENT A/31/229 

Report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 

1. The United Nations Scientific Committee on the 
Effects of Atomic Radiation' held its twenty-fifth session 
at the Redoutensaal, Hofburg, in Vienna, from 6 to 15 
September 1976. Mr. F. H. Sobels (Belgium), Mr. M. 
Klimek (Czechoslovakia) and Mr. Z. Jaworowski (Poland) 
served as Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur, respec
tively. 

2. Dunng the session the Committee, after taking note 
of General Assembly resolution 3410 (XXX) of 28 Novem
ber 197 5, discussed, on the basis of drafts prepared in the 
secretariat, the scientific annexes of the comprehensive 
report to be submitted to the Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. In its discussions, the Committee reviewed the 
information available on the following subjects: population 
exposures from natural radiation sources, from the produc-

1 The Scientific Committee was established by the General 
Assembly at its tenth session in 1955. Its terms of reference are set 
out in resolutiOn 913 (X). It was originally composed of the 
following Member States: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France, India, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, Umon of SoVJet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of 
Great Bntam and Northern Ireland and United States of America. 
By rcsolutwn 3154 C (XXVIII) the General Assembly decided to 
increase the Committee's membership by up to five additional 
members. The followmg Member States were appointed members of 
the Committee by the President of the ·General Assembly in 
consultation With the Chairmen of the regional groups: Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Indonesia, Peru, Poland and Sudan. 

[Original: English/ 
[ 1 October 1976/ 

tion of power by nuclear fission, and from the environ
mental contamination due to nuclear explosions; occupa
tional exposure to radiation; and medical irradiation. The 
Committee also reviewed recent information on the effects 
of ionizing radiation, including early effects, effects on 
embryogenesis, genetic effects and the induction of malig
nancies, covering both risk assessments in man and results 
of experimental studies. 

3. The Committee expressed satisfaction at the amount 
of data on exposures from various radiation sources 
received, in response to the Committee's request, from 
Member States of the United Nations, from the specialized 
agencies and from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. The Committee stressed that further information 
of that kind, if received before the end of the year, would 
be of great value in the preparation of its comprehensive 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

4. The Committee planned to continue in the future its 
activity of review and assessment of doses, effects and risks 
of radiation from all sources. It felt that such activity could 
contribute significantly to the United Nations Environment 
Programme, particularly in the preparation of criteria 
documents for selected radio-nuclides planned by UNEP, 
and considered it desirable to establish active co-operation 
in those matters. 

Annexes (XXXI) 51 
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5. The Committee elected Mr. M. Klimek (Czechoslo
vakia), Mr. F. E. Stieve (Federal Republic of Gennany) and 
Mr. K. Sundaram (India) to serve as Chairman. Vice
Chairman and Rapporteur, respectively, at the twenty-sixth 
and twenty-seventh sessions of the Committee. 

6. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the 
facilities provided by the Government of Austria for the 
holding of its twenty-fifth session. 

7. The Committee decided to hold its twenty-sixth 
session at Vienna from 13 to 22 April 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/293 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. The item entitled "Effects of atomic radiation: report 
of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 3410 (XXX) 
of 28 November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee. 

3. The Special Political Committee examined the item at 
its 3rd and 4th meetings, on 18 and 19 October 1976. It 
had before it the report of the United Nations Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 
(A/31/229). 

4. At the 3rd meeting, the representative of Australia 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.1) which was 
sponsored by Argentina, Australia, Austria, Canada, Japan, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines and Vene
zuela. Subsequently, Chile, Liberia, Malaysia, Peru, the 
Sudan and Sweden joined in sponsoring the draft reso
lution. 

5. At the 4th meeting, the representative of Australia, 
on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised operative para
graph 7 by deleting the word "administrative" before the 
word "support". 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as revised, without a vote (see para. 7 
below). 

Recommendation of the Special Political Committee 

7. The Special Political Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, by 
which it established the United Nations Scientific Com
mittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its 

{Original: English] 
{29 October 1976] 

subsequent resolutions on the subject, in particular reso
lution 3410 (XXX) of 28 November 1975, 

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee 
continuing its work, 

Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on 
present and future generations resulting from the levels of 
radiation to which man is exposed, 

Conscious of the continuing need for compiling iuor
mation about atomic radiation and for analysing its effects 
on man and his environment, 

Notilzg the intention of the Scientific Committee to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
a comprehensive report reviewing population exposures 
from natural radiation sources, from the production of 
power by nuclear fission and from the environmental 
contamination due to nuclear explosions, occupational 
exposure to radiation, medical irradiation, and the genetic 
and carcinogenic effects of ionizing radiation, 

Noting further that the organizational responsibility for 
servicing the Scientific Committee has now been transferred 
from the Offices of the Secretary-General to the United 
Nations Environment Programme, 

1. Notes with appreciation the report of the United 
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation (A/31/229); 

2. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its 
work, including its important co-ordination activities, to 
increase knowledge of the levels and effects of atomic 
radiation from all sources; 

3. Notes the intention of the Scientific Committee to 
hold its twenty-sixth session at Vienna from 13 to 22 April 
1977; 

4. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance rendered 
to the Scientific Committee by Member States, the spe
cialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and non-governmental organizations; 

5. Requests all Member States and the United Nations 
agencies and non-governmental organizations concerned to 
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supply to the Scientific Committee by the end of 1976 
further data relevant to its work, with a view to facilitating 
the preparation by the Committee of its comprehensive 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

Environment Programme, particularly on projects to which 
the Committee can make a significant contribution; 

7. Requests the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme to provide the Scientific Committee with the full 
support necessary for the effective conduct of its work and 
for the dissemination of its findings to the General 
Assembly, the scientific community and the public. 

6. Notes with satisfaction the growing co-operation 
between the Scientific Committee and the United Nations 

Document No. 

A/SPC'/31/L.l 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 57th plenary meeting, on 8 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted the 
draft resolution submitted by the Special Political Committee in its report (A/31/293, 
para. 7). For the final text, see resolution 31/10.2 

2 See Officio./ Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/320 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. At its 52nd plenary meeting, on 2 November 1976, 
the General Assembly, in keeping with established practice 
and taking into account the interest that the following 
organizations have in the question of apartheid, decided to 
permit them to express their views in the Special Political 
Committee on agenda item 52, entitled "Policies of 
apartheid of the Government of South Africa": 

(a) World Peace Council; 
(b J American Committee on Airica; 
(c) Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility; 
{d) Black Consciousness Movement; 
( P} C onseil quebewis de la paix. 

2. ln a letter dated 2 November 1976 (A/SPC/31/4) 
addrr·:.sed to the Chairman of the Special Political Com
mittee, the President of the General Assembly requested 
~1-- r..,~-.,..~--=4.-+..,,. ·~ ,..J:j,.~ro.-...1 +1..,...,. .n\....--.,.Tr. ......... ,........,.f~,.,....,...,.;l ,..,. .... ,..,.,......-..;'70._ 

[Original: English/ 
[ 4 November 1976/ 

tions an opportunity to be heard at a meeting on Thursday, 
4 November, and to report thereon as soon as possible. 

3. In accordance with the above-mentioned decision of 
the General Assembly, the Special Political Committee at 
its 12th meeting on 4 November heard statements by 
Mr. Romesh Chandra, Secretary-General of the World Peace 
Council; Mr. George Houser, Executive Director of the 
American Committee on Africa; Mr. Timothy Smith, Direc
tor of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility; 
Miss Sikose Mji of the Black Consciousness Movement; and 
Mr. Edward Martin Sloan, Chairman of the Conseil 
quebecois de la paix. The text of these statements was 
circulated in document A/SPC/31/PV.12. 

4. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to 
submit a report immediately to the General Assembly in 
accordance with the request of the President of the General 
A cocoa""'hl" .,.,..,nt1nnPr1 in n~r~ar'=lnh ~. ~hnvP 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.S 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic 
Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo,. Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia: draft resolution 

17u' so-called independent Transkei and other bantustans 

The General AssembZv, 

Recalling its resolution 3411 D (XXX) of 28 November 
1975 condemning the establishment of bantustans by the 
racist regime of South Africa, 

Taking note that the racist regime of South Africa 
declared the sham "independence" of the Transkei on 26 
October 1976, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22), and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/Add.J-3), 

I. Strong(v condemns the establishment of bantustans as 
designed to consolidate the inhuman policies of apartheid, 

[Original: English} 
[26 October 1976} 

to destroy the territorial integrity of the country, to 
perpetuate white minority domination and to dispossess the 
African people of South Africa of their inalienable rights; 

2. Rejects the declaration of "independence" of the 
Transkei and declares it invalid; 

3. Calls upon all Governments to deny any form of 
recognition to the so-called independent Transkei and to 
refrain from having any dealings with the so-called inde
pendent Transkei or other bantustans; 

4. Requests all States to take effective measures to 
prohibit all individuals, corporations and other institutions 
under their jurisdiction from having any dealings with the 
so-called independent Transkei and other bantustans. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.6 AND ADD.l-5* 

Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, Ghana, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mauritius, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, 
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen and Zaire: draft resolution 

United Nations Tmst Fund fur South Africa 

The General Assemb(J', 

Recalling its resolutions on the United Nations Trust 
Fund for South Africa, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on 
the Trust Fund (A/31/277), to which is annexed the report 
of the Committee of Trustees of the United Nations Trust 
Fund for South Africa, 

*Documents A/31/L.6/Add.l-5 were issued to add the following 
countnes to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Bangladesh, 
Barbados, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ivory Coast and Turkey in 
document A/3l/L.6/Add.l of 1 November 1976, Ethiopia, Morocco 
and Zam in document A/31/L.6/Add.2 of 2 November 1976; 
Guyana, Mauritius, Sierra Leone and United Republic of Tanzania 
in document A/31/L.6/Add.3 of 3 November 1976; Burundi, 
Hungary, Jamaica, Singapore, Thailand, Uganda and Umtcd Arab 
Emirates m document A/31 /L.6/Add.4 of 5 November 1976, and 
Yemen in document A/31/L.6/Add.5 of q November 1976. 

[Original: English} 
[29 October 1976} 

Reaffirming that humanitarian assistance by the interna
tional community to all those persecuted under repressive 
and discriminatory legislation in South Africa, Namibia and 
Southern Rhodesia is appropriate and essential, 

Deeply concerned over the massive repression against 
opponents of apartheid and racial discrimination in South 
Africa, including the killing of numerous peaceful demon
strators, 

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments, organ
izations and individuals that have contributed to the United 
Nations Trust Fund for South Africa; 

2. Endorses the urgent appeal of the Committee of 
Trustees of the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa 
for more generous contributions to the Trust Fund; 

3. Commends all voluntary agencies which are engaged 
in rendering humanitarian assistance to the victims of 
apartheid and racial discrimination. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.7 AND ADD.l-3* 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, 
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopi:.~, 
Finland, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Amb 
Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierre Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Solidarity with South African political prisoners 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the South 
African people for the total eradication of apartheid and 
the exercise of the right of self-determination by all the 
inhabitants of South Africa, 

Noting that the racist regime of South Africa has 
constantly defied the United Nations resolutions calling 
upon it to end repression against the leaders of the 
oppressed people and other opponents of apartheid and to 
release all persons imprisoned or restricted for struggling 
against the system of apartheid, 

Gravely concerned about the brutal massacres in Soweto 
and other areas of South Africa and the incarceration of 

*Documents A/31/L 7/Add.1-3 were issued to add the following 
countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Czecho
slovakia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guyana, Liberia, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and United Republic of Cameroon in document 
A/31/L.7/Add.1 of 3 November 1976; Afghanistan, Bulgaria, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Norway, Poland, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago and United Arab Emirates in 
document A/31/L7/Add.2 of 5 November 1976; and Bangladesh, 
Ivory Coast, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Pakistan and Upper 
Volta in document A/31/L 7/Add.3 of 9 November 1976. 

{Original: English/ 
f 1 November 1976/ 

schoolc 1ildren and other persons demonstrating against 
apartheid and about the continuation of these atrocities in 
defiance of Security Council resolution 392 (1976) of 19 
June 1976, 

Conmmending the heroism and sacrifices of the South 
African people in their struggle for liberation, 

1. Condemns the racist regime of South Africa for its 
ruthless repression of the oppressed people of South Africa 
and other opponents of apartheid; 

2. Reaffirms its solidarity with all South Africans 
struggling against apartheid for the establishment of major
ity rule and the exercise of their right to self-determination 
and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations; 

3. Demands the immediate and unconditional release of 
all persons imprisoned or restricted for their involvement in 
the struggle for liberation in South Africa; 

4. Proclaims 11 October the Day of Solidarity with 
South African Political Prisoners; 

5. Requests the Centre against Apartheid, in consul
tation with the Special Committee against Apartheid, to 
intensify publicity f0r the cause of all those persecuted for 
their opposition to apartheid in South Africa. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.S* AND ADD.l-3** 

Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic 
Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Iraq, Kenya, Leo People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Arms embargo against South Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions concerning the arms embargo 
against South Africa, 

Deeply concerned over the explosive situation in South 
Africa resulting from the wanton killings by the racist 
regime of hundreds of peaceful demonstrators against 
apartheid and racial discrimination, including many school 
children, 

Condemning the racist regime of South Africa for its 
colonial war against the Namibian people and its repeated 
acts of aggression against the People's Republic of Angola 
and the Republic of Zambia, 

Noting that the racist regime of South Africa has used 
weapons received from its traditional allies, particularly 
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Israel, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
the United States of America as well as other foreign 
countries, for repression in South Africa and aggression 
against other States, 

Noting further that the racist regime of South Africa has 
supplied military equipment to the illegal racist minority 
regime in Southern Rhodesia in flagrant violation of the 
resolutions of the Security Council, 

Noting with concern the continued rapid increase in the 
military budget of South Africa and the continued viola
tions of the arms embargo against South Africa by its 
traditional allies, particularly France, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Israel, the United Kingdom and the United 
States as well as other foreign countries, 

Mindful of the primary responsibility of the Security 
Council for the maintenance of international peace and 
security, 

* Incorporating document A/31jL.8/Corr. 1, dated 9 November 
1976. 

**Documents A/31/L.B/Add.l-3 were issued to add the following 
countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Czecho
slovakia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Mongolia, Somalia, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialin Republic and United Republic of 
Cameroon in document A/31/L.B/Add.l of 3 November 1976; 
Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Democratic 
Yemen, Hungary and Mozambique in document A/31/L8/Add.2 of 
5 November 1976: and the Lao People's Democratic Republic in 
document A/31 /L8/Add.3 of 9 November 1976. 

f Original: English/ 
f 1 November 1976/ 

Strongly convinced that mandatory measures, under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, to secure 
the full implementation of the arms embargo against South 
Africa are essential to prevent a further aggravation of the 
situation, 

Expressing serious regret that three permanent members 
of the Security Council-France, the United Kingdom and 
the United States-have so far prevented such measures and 
thereby facilitated the militarization of South Africa, 

I. Requests once again the Security Council to take 
urgent action, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations, to ensure the complete cessation by all 
States of the supply of arms, ammunition, military vehicles 
and spare parts thereof, and any other militacy equipment 
to South Africa, as well as any co-operation to enable the 
building-up of military and police forces in South Africa; 

2. Further requests the Security Council to call upon all 
Governments, in particular: 

(a) To implement fully the arms embargo against South 
Africa, without any exception as to the type of weapons, 
and to prohibit any violations of the arms embargo by 
companies and individuals within their jurisdiction; 

(b) To refrain from importing any military supplies 
manufactured by, or in collaboration with, South Africa; 

(c) To terminate any existing military arrangements with 
the racist regime of South Africa and to refrain from 
entering into or planning any such arrangements; 

(d) To prohibit any institutions, agencies or companies, 
within their national jurisdiction, from delivering to South 
Africa or placing at its disposal any equipment or fis
sionable material or technology that will enable the racist 
regime of South Africa to acquire nuclear-weapon 
capability; 

3. Calls upon the Governments of France, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
United States of America to adopt a positive policy to 
make it possible to take effective action by the Security 
Council under Chapter VII of the Charter; 

4. Requests and authorizes the Special Committee 
against Apartheid to continue to promote the full imple
mentation of the arms embargo against South Africa and, 
to this end, to launch a special campaign to secure the 
widest public support for the arms embargo. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.9* AND ADD.l-3** 

Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Qatar, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen and Zambia: draft resolution 

Relations between Israel and South Africa 

The General Assemb(v, 

Recalling its repeated condemnations of the strengthening 
of relations and collaboration between the racist regime of 
South Africa and Israel in the political, military, economic 
and other fields, as contained in General Assembly resolu
tions 3151 G (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3324 E 
(XXIX) of 16 December 1974 and 3411 G (XXX) of 10 
December 197 5, 

*Incorporating documents A/31/L9/Corr.l and 2, dated 4 and 9 
November 1976, respectively. 

**Documents A/31/LS/Add.l-3 were issued to add the following 
countries to the hst of sponsors of the draft resolutiOn: German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Malaysia, Mongolia and Somalia in 
document A/31/L.9/Add.l of 3 November 1976; Democratic 
Yemen, Mozambique, Sri Lanka, Togo and United Arab fmiratcs in 
document A/31/L.9/Add.2 of 5 November 1976. and the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic and Upper Volta in document 
A/31/L.9/Add.3 of9 November 1976. 

[Original: English/ 
[ 1 November 1976/ 

DeepZv concerned about the fact that Israel has sent 
paramilitary personnel to train South African troops and 
about the sale of warshirs and other war materiel by Israel 
to South Africa in flagrant violation of the resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid on relations between Israel and South 
Africa (A/31/22/Add.2), 

1. StrongZv condemns the continuing and increasing 
collaboration by Israel with the racist regime of South 
Africa as a flagrant violation of the resolutions of the 
United Nations and as an encouragement to the South 
African racist regime to persist in its criminal policies; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to disseminate widely 
the report of the Special Committee against Apartheid, in 
various languages, in order to mobilize public opinion 
against the collaboration by Israel with the racist regime of 
South Africa. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.IO/REV.l AND ADD. I* AND 2** 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Iraq, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: revised draft 
resolution 

Apartheid in sports 

The General AssembZv. 

Recalling Its resolutions 2775 D (XXVI) of 29 November 
1971 and 3411 E (XXX) of 28 November 1975 on 
apartheid in sports, 

*Document A/31/L.lO/Rev.l/Add.l of 5 November 1976 \va> 
is<·ued to add Afghamstan, Democratic Yemen, Guyana, Lesotho, 
.M,>zambique, Sri Lanka and Umtcd Arab l·mirate~ to the list of 
sronsor> of the draft resolutiOn. 

**Document A/31/L.IO/Rev.l/Add.2 of 9 November 1976 ''a' 
Issued to add Bangladesh and Upper Volta to the hst of sponsors of 
the draft resolution. 

[Original: English/ 
[4 November 1976/ 

Rea(ti"rming its unqualified support of the Olympic 
principle that there should be no discrimination on the 
grounds of race, religion or political affiliation, 

Recognizing the importance in the international campaign 
against apartheid of the boycott of South African sports 
teams selected on the basis of apartheid. 

Regretting that some national and international sports 
bodies and individual sportsmen have continued contacts 
with racist South African sports bodies in violation of the 
Olympic principle and resolutions of the United Nations, 

Convinced that effective measures must be taken, as a 
matter of priority during the Decade for Action to Combat 
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Racism and Racial Discrimination, to abolish apartheid in 
a:ll fields, 

Taking note of the Declaration (A/31/104, annex I) and 
the Programme of Action (A/31/104, annex II) adopted by 
the International Seminar on the Eradication of Apartheid 
and in Support of the Struggle for Liberation in South 
Africa, held at Havana from 24 to 28 May·l976, 

Noting also the resolution of the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976, endorsing the 
proposal for an international convention against apartheid 
in sports and requesting the United Nations to give urgent 
consideration to the formulation of such a convention 
(A/31/197, annex IV.A, resolution 6), 

Noting further that in its report the Special Committee 
against Apartheid, inter alia, recommended that the General 
Assembly should consider the proposal for an international 
convention against apartheid in sports and that meanwhile 
the Assembly should adopt a declaration on apartheid in 
sports (A/31/22, sect. II, paras. 285 and 286), 

1. Welcomes the proposal for an international conven
tion against apartheid in sports to promote adherence to 
the Olympic principle of non-discrimination and to dis
courage and deny support to sporting events organized in 
violation of that principle; 

2. Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Drafting of an International Convention against Apartheid 
in Sports, composed of the existing members of the Special 
Committee against Apartheid and seven other Member 
States to be appointed by the President of the General 
Assembly on the basis of equitable geographical distribu
tion; 

3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to prepare a draft 
declaration on apartheid in sports, as an interim measure, 
and to submit it to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session; 

4. Further requests the Ad Hoc Committee to undertake 
preparatory steps towards the drafting of an international 
convention against apartheid in sports and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

5. Urges all States to implement the recommendations 
contained in the report of the Special Committee against 
Apartheid concerning apartheid in sports (A/31 /22, sect. II, 
para. 284), namely: 

(a) To convey the United Nations resolutions on apart
heid and sports to all national sports bodies with a request 
that necessary action be taken to implement those resolu
tions; 

(b) To refuse any official sponsorship, assistance or 
encouragement to sports contacts with South Africa, 
including official receptions to teams and payments of 
grants to sports bodies or teams or sportsmen involved in 
sporting competitions with South African teams or 
sportsmen; 

(c) To refuse visas to South African sports bodies, sports 
teams or sportsmen, except for non-racial sports bodies 
endorsed by the Special Committee and the liberation 
movements; 

(d) To deny facilities to sports bodies or sports teams or 
sportsmen for visits to South Africa; 

(c) To encourage national sports bodies concerned to 
support the exclusion of South Africa from international 
sports bodies and tournaments; 

6. Calls upon Member States and international sporting 
organizations to support actively projects undertaken in 
collaboration with the liberation movements towards the 
formation of non-racial teams truly representative of South 
Africa. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.ll AND ADD.l-3* 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Qatar, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Programme of work of tlze Special Committee 
against Apartheid 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22) and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/ Add.l-3), 

Commending the Special Committee for its activities in 
the discharge of the mandate given to it by the General 
Assembly, 

Noting with appreciation the work of the Centre against 
Apartheid in assisting the Special Committee , 

Considering the need for further expansion of the 
activities of the Special Committee-in close co-operation 
with the specialized agencies, the movement of non-aligned 
countries, the Organization of African Unity, the League of 
Arab States, the South African liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity, and other 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations- in 
this crucial stage of the struggle for the total eradication of 
apartheid and the exercise by the South African people of 
their right to self-determination. 

1. J?.equests the Special Committee against Apartheid to 
continue and to intensify its activities to promote con
certed international action against apartheid in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly ; 

2. Requests all organs of the United Nations concerned 
with problems of decolonization to co-operate and consult 
with the Special Committee with a view to ensuring the 
co-ordination of efforts ; 

3. Authorizes the Special Committee : 

(a) To send missions composed of members of the 
Special Committee and of the representatives of the African 
National Congress of South Africa and the Pan Africanist 

* Dol'umcnts A/31/1..11/Add. J-3 w<•rc is~ucd to add the following 
countries to the li~t of sponsors of the draft resolution: Ghana, 
Liberia and Unitt>d Republic of Cameroon in documcn t A/3 I I 
L.li/Add.l of 3 November 1976: Afghanistan, Dem ocratic Yemen, 
Guyana, India, Mozambique, Stn)!aporc, Sri Lanka. Thailand, 
Trinidad and Tobago and United Arab Emirates 111 document 
A/31/L ll/Add.2 of 5 November I 976 ; and Bangladesh and Upper 
Volta in dol'umcnt A/31/1..11 /Add.3 of 9 No vern her 1976. 

[Original: English/ 
[ 1 November 1976/ 

Congress of Azania to Governments of Member States, to 
the headquarters of specialized agencies and other inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations as well 
as trade union confederations, as required, for consultations 
to promote the international campaign against apartheid; 

(b) To take appropriate steps to promote closer co
operation with the movement of non-aligned countries, the 
Organization of African Unity and other appropriate 
intergovernmental organizations; 

(c) To participate in conferences concerned with apart
heid; 

(d) To invite representatives of the South African na
tional liberation movements recognized by the Organization 
of African Unity and those of other organizations, as well 
as experts on apartheid, for consultations on various aspects 
of apartheid and on action against apartheid; 

4. Authorizes the Special Committee to organize a 
World Conference for Action against Apartheid in 1977, in 
accordance with the recommendations contained in para
graphs 296 to 302 of its report ; 

5. Further authorizes the Special Committee to convene 
an International Conference of Trade Unions against 
Apartheid, in accordance with paragraphs 269 to 274 of its 
report; 

6. Approves the recommendations contained in the 
report of the Special Committee concerning information 
activity against apartheid by the United Nations and the 
specialized agencies (A/31 /22/ Add.3, sect. III) and requests 
it to take appropriate action towards the implementation of 
those recommendations; 

7. Authorizes the Special Committee to establish an 
award to be presented to persons who have, in co-operation 
with the United Nations and in solidarity with the South 
African liberation movements, contributed significantly to 
the international campaign against apartheid; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary 
steps to enable the Centre against Apartheid to continue to 
provide effective assistance to the Special Committee; 

9. lnPites all specialized agencies and other intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to co-operate 
with the Special Committee in the discharge of its task. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.l2 AND ADD.l-3* 

Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft 
resolution 

Economic collaboration with South Africa 

The General Assemb(v, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22) and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/ Add.l-3), 

Recallilzg its resolutions on the policies of apartheid of 
the racist regime of South Africa, 

Noting with grave concern that some Governments, in 
pursuing strategic and economic and other interests, con
tinue to collaborate with the racist regime of South Africa 
and thereby encourage it to persist in its criminal policies, 

1. Proclaims that any collaboration with the racist 
regime of South Africa constitutes a hostile act against the 
oppressed people of South Africa and a contemptuous 
defiance of the United Nations and the international 
community; 

2. Strong(v condemns the action of those States and 
foreign economic and other interests which continue to 
collaborate with the racist regime of South Africa; 

3. Calls upon Member States still engaged in economic 
collaboration and trade with the racist regime of South 

* Documents A/31 /L.l2/ Add.l-3 were issued to add the following 
countncs to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Czecho
slovakia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Liberia, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic and United Republic of Cameroon in document A/31 / 
L.12/Add.l of 3 November 1976; Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Democratic Yemen, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Mozambique, Poland. United Arab EmiT a tc~ and Yugoslavia in 
document A/31 /L.I2/ Add.2 of 5 November 1976; Bangladesh. Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Pakistan and Upper Volta in docu
ment A/31 /L.12/ Add.3 of 9 November 1976. 

[Original: English/ 
[2 November 1976/ 

Africa to implement the relevant General Assembly reso
lutions and to cease forthwith any such collaboration with 
that regime; 

4. Calls upon all Governments to take effective action to 
prohibit all loans to or investments in South Africa by 
banks and corporations within their national jurisdiction; 

5. Condemns the intensified activities of transnational 
corporations, which continue to exploit the racially op
pressed people of South Africa and plunder its natural 
resources and thereby are accomplices to the crimes of the 
apartheid regime; 

6. Requests all agencies within the United Nations 
system to refrain from any dealings with corporations 
which provide any loans to, or make any investment in, 
South Africa; 

7. Requests the Economic and Social Council to invite 
the Commission on Transnational Corporations to study 
and publicize the involvement of transnational corporations 
in the arJartheid economy of South Africa; 

8. Requests the International Monetary Fund to refrain 
forthwith from extending credits to South Africa; 

9. Requests the Economic and Social Council to invite 
the Commission on Human Rights to give special attention 
to the scope and consequences of the activities of the 
transnational corporations in South Africa; 

10. Commends all those Governments which have ceased 
all economic collaboration with the racist regime of South 
Africa in compliance with the relevant United Nations 
resolutions; 

11. Commends all anti-apartheid movements, churches, 
trade unions and other organizations which are engaged in 
shareholder actions or other activities to discourage collabo
ration by transnational corporations with South Africa. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/Ll3* AND ADD.l-3** 

Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft 
resolution 

Situation in South Africa 

17ze General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22) and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/Add.l-3), 

Taking note of the national upnsmg of the oppressed 
people of South Africa against the apartheid regime, 

Outraged by the continuing massacres and other atrocities 
by the racist regime of South Africa on schoolchildren and 
other peaceful demonstrators against apartheid and racial 
discrimination, 

Gravely concerned about the military and other activities 
of the racist regime of South Africa and, in particular, 
about the nuclear collaboration aimed at the establishment 
of nuclear installations and the transfer of nuclear technol
ogy to South Africa, 

Conscious that mercenaries and their organizations are 
active in the territory of South Africa and participate in the 
acts of aggression of that country against the African 
peoples and States members of the Organization of African 
Unity, 

Convinced that the situation in South Africa constitutes a 
grave threat to international peace and security, 

Reaffirming that the policy and practice of apartheid 
constitutes a crime against humanity, 

Welcoming the coming into force of the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid (resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex), 

MindfUl of the special responsibility of the United 
Nations and the international community towards the 
oppressed people of South Africa and their liberation 

*Incorporating document A/3l/L.l3/Corr.l, dated 9 November 
1976. 

**Documents A/31/L.l3/Add.l-3 were issued to add the follow
ing countries to the list of sponsors of the draft resolution: Guyana, 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Somalia and United Republic of Cameroon in 
document A/31/L.l3/Add.l of 3 November 1976; Democratic 
Yemen, Mozambique, Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab Emirates 
and Yugoslavia in document A/31/Ll3/Add.2 of 5 November 
1976; Bangbdcsh and Upper Volta in document A/31/L.l3/Add.3 
of 9 November 1976. 

[Original: English/ 
[2 November 1976/ 

movements and towards those imprisoned, restricted or 
exiled for their struggle against apartheid, 

1. Proclaims that the racist regime of South Africa is 
illegitimate and has no right to represent the people of 
South Africa; 

2. Reaffirms that the national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity-the 
African National Congress of South Africa and the Pan 
Africanist Congress of Azania---are the authentic repre
sentatives of the overwhelming majority of the South 
African people. 

3. Strongly condemns the racist regime of South Africa 
for its criminal policies and practices of apartheid, its 
massacres of black people, including schoolchildren, and its 
ruthless repression against all those struggling against 
apartheid; 

4. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of the 
oppressed people of South Africa and their liberation 
movements, by all possible means, for the seizure of power 
by the people and the exercise of their inalienable right to 
self-determination; 

5. Recognizes, in particular, that the consistent defiance 
by the racist regime of South Africa of United Nations 
resolutions on apartheid and the continued brutal repres
sion, including indiscriminate mass killings, by that regime 
leave no alternative to the oppressed people of South Africa 
but to resort to armed struggle to achieve their legitimate 
rights; 

6. Declares that the situation in South Africa, resulting 
from the policies and actions of the racist regime, consti
tutes a grave threat to the peace, requiring action under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations; 

7. Demands the cessation of any form of military and 
nuclear co-operation with the racist regime of South Africa; 

8. Condemns the racist regime in South Africa for 
encouragement of the activities of the mercenaries and their 
organizations in its territory and for their use against the 
African peoples and States members of the Organization of 
African Unity; 

9. Urgently appeals to all States to enact laws declaring 
the recruitment, financing, training, transit and assembly of 
mercenaries for the racist regime of South Africa in their 
territories a punishable crime and prohibiting their citizens 
from enlisthg as mercenaries; 
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10. Calls upon the Governments of France, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
United States of America, in particular: 

(a} To desist from misuing their veto power in the 
Security Council to protect the South African racist regime; 

(b) To enable the Security Council to determine the 
existence in South Africa of a threat to the peace and 
exercise its responsibilities under the Charter; 

(c) Not to obstruct but to facilitate the adoption of a 
mandatory arms embargo and other indispensable measures, 
under Chapter VII of the Charter, to deal with the grave 
situation in South Africa; 

11. Appeals to all States and organizations to provide all 
assistance required by the oppressed people of South Africa 
and their national Iibera tion movements during their 
legitimate struggle, in the light of the recommendation of 
the Special Committee against Apartheid, 

12. Further calls upon Member States and the special
ized agencies, through emergency joint projects and finan
cial assistance, to help Lesotho and other countries 
bordering South Africa to ensure the provision of educa
tional facilities to the rapidly growing number of refugee 
students from South Africa; 

13. Appeals to all Governments which have not yet done 
so to become parties to the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid; 

14. Authorizes the Special Committee to take all ap
propriate steps to promote such assistance, including the 
establishment of a joint United Nations/Organization of 
African Unity fund financed by voluntary contributions, as 
recommended in paragraph 264 of its report (A/31/22) and 
to assist the African National Congress of South Africa and 
the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania to maintain offices at 
United Nations Headquarters in New York; 

15. Commends the anti-apartheid and solidarity move
ments and other non-governmental organizations which 
have taken action against apartheid and in support of the 
South African national liberation movements; 

16. Condemns the racist regime of South Africa for its 
acts of aggression against neighbouring independent African 
States which have assisted the South African national 
liberation movements, and invites all Governments to 
provide those States, at their request, with all necessary 
assistance for defence against aggression; 

17. Proclaims 16 June the International Day of Soli
darity with the Struggling People of South Africa and calls 
upon Member States to commemorate this day in the most 
fitting way. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.14* AND ADD.l** and 2*** 

Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Programme of Action against Apartheid 

The General A ssemblr, 

Taking note of the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22) and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/Add.l-3), 

Welcoming the Declaration (A/31/104, annex I) and 
Programme of Action (A/31/104, annex II) adopted by the 
International Seminar on the Eradication of Apartheid and 
in Support of the Struggle for Liberation in South Africa, 
held at Havana from 24 to 28 May 1976, 

*Incorporating documents A/31/L.l4/C'orr.l and 2, dated 3 and 
9 November 1976, respectively. 

**Document A/31/L.l4/Add.l of 5 November 1976 was ISsued 
to add Democratic Yemen, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Mozambique, 
Trindad and Tobago, Umtcd Arab Fmiratcs and Yugoslavia to the 
list of sponsors of the draft re;olution. 

***Document A/31/L.l4/Add.2 of 9 November 1976 was ISsued 
to add Bangladesh and Upper Volta to the list of sponsors of the 
draft resolution. 

[Original: English/ 
[2 November 1976/ 

Taking note of the resolutions adopted by the Council of 
Ministers of the Organization of African Unity at its 
twenty-seventh ordinary session, held at Port Louis from 24 
June to 3 July 1976 (A/31/196 and Corr.l, annex), 

Taking note also of the declarations and resolutions of 
the Fifth Conference of the Heads of State or Government 
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976 (A/31/197, annexes I-IV), 

Considering the need for a programme of action to be 
implemented by Governments, intergovernmental organ
izations, trade unions, churches, anti-apartheid and soli
darity movements and other non-governmental organiza
tions in order to assist the people of South Africa in their 
struggle for the total eradication of apartheid and the 
exercise of the right of self-determination by all the people 
of South Africa irrespective of race, colour and creed, 

1. Commends to all Governments, organizations and 
individuals the Programme of Action against Apartheid 
annexed to the present resolution; 
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2. Requests all United Nations organs and specialized 
agencies concerned to participate in the implementation of 
the Programme of Action, in close co-operation with the 
Special Committee against Apartheid; 

3. Requests the Special Committee, in co-operation with 
the Organization of African Unity, to promote the imple
mentation of the Programme of Action and report, from 
time to time, on the progress achieved; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure maximum 
publicity to the Programme of Action and provide all 
necessary assistance to the Special Committee in promoting 
its implementation. 

ANNEX 

Programme of Action against Apartheid 

INTRODUCfiON 

1. The abolition of racist domination and exploitation in South 
Africa and assistance to the South African people to establish a 
non-racial society have become one of the primary concerns of the 
United Nations and the international community. 

2. Apartheid, like slavery, must be eradicated because it is a 
crime against humanity. 

3. Apartheid must be eradicated because it is an affront to 
human dignity and a grave threat to international peace and 
security. 

4. Apartheid must be eradicated so that the continent of Africa 
may be finally emancipated, after all the miseries and tragedies to 
which it has been subjected for centuries, and enabled to play its 
rightful role in international affairs. 

5. Apartheid must be eradicated because that is indispensable for 
the elimination of racism and for laying the basis for genuine 
international co-operation. 

6. For 30 years the United Nations has been seized with the 
problem of racism in South Africa. It has made patient efforts to 
persuade the racist minority regimes to abandon the bitter legacy of 
the past and to work for a peaceful solution in accordance with the 
principles of human equality and international co-operation. 

7. But these regimes have proved to be immune to persuasion. 
They have met the peaceful and just demands of the oppressed 
people by ruthless repression and have caused immense suffering in 
a desperate effort to preserve and consolidate racist domination. 

8. The record ~f the apartheid regime which seized power in 
1948 has few parallels in history for its inhumanity. 

9. The black people, who constitute the overwhelming majority 
of the population of the country, have been constantly humiliated 
and brutally exploited. Millions of people have been forcibly moved 
from their homes to barren reserves or urban ghettos in an attempt 
to enforce racial segregation. Millions of Africans have been 
imprisoned under pass laws and other racist legislation. Thousands 
of patriots have been sentenced to long years in prison or tortured 
or banished. Hundreds of people have been massacred for peaceful 
demonstrations against racism. 

10. The African workers have been denied elementary trade 
union rights; they have been imprisoned or killed for no more than 
the "offence" of participating in strikes. 

11. The struggle of the South African people against this racist 
monster has constituted a notable contribution to the struggle of 
humanity for the principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
~ntl th" llniversal Declaration of Human Rights. 

12. The General Assembly recalls that it proclaimed, in resolu
tion 3411 C (XXX) of 28 November 1975, that the United Nations 
and the international community have a special responsibility 
towards the oppressed people of South Africa and their liberatiOn 
movements, and towards those imprisoned, restricted or exiled for 
their struggle against apartheid and that it reiterated its determi
nation to devote increasing attention and all necessary resources to 
concert international efforts for the speedy eradication of apartheid 
in South Africa and the liberation of the South African people. 

13. The General Assembly commends the courageous struggle of 
the oppressed people of South Africa, under the leadership of their 
national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 
African Unity, to abolish racism. It reaffirms that their struggle for 
the total eradication of apartheid and the exercise of the right to 
self-determination by all the inhabitants of South Africa is fully 
legitimate. It reiterates its solidarity with all South Africans 
struggling against apartheid and for the principles enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

14. The General Assembly condemns the racist regime of South 
Africa for its repeated and flagrant defiance of United Nations 
resolutions. It denounces the manoeuvres of that regime to 
perpetuate and obtain acquiescence in its abhorrent apartheid 
policies. It denounces, in particular, the creation of bantustans as 
designed to deprive the African people of their inalienable rights in 
the country as a whole. 

15. The General Assembly declares that the racist regime of 
South Africa is illegitimate and has no right to represent the people 
of South Africa. It recognizes that the national liberation move
ments arc the authentic representatives of the great majority of the 
people of South Africa. 

16. It is convinced that the collaboration by some Governments 
and vested interests with the racist regime of South Africa, total 
disregard of United Nations resolutions and legitimate demands by 
the South African people have impeded efforts for the eradication 
of apartheid and encouraged the racist regime to persist in its 
inhuman policies. 

17. These Governments and economic interests have enabled the 
racist regime of South Africa to build up a military machine for the 
suppression of the people and for aggresston against neighbouring 
States. They have made profits, amounting to billions of dollars, 
through the exploitation of African labour in South Africa. They 
bear a grave responsibility for the sufferings of the South African 
people and for the threat to international peace resulting from the 
situation. 

18. The General Assembly considers apartheid a matter of 
universal concern. Governments, organizations and peoples all over 
the world must increase their support to the righteous struggle of 
the South African people for justice and for their inalienable right 
to self-determination, under the leadership of their national Iibera· 
tion movements. 

19. The General Assembly mandates the Special Committee 
against Apartheid to launch-in co-operation with Governments, 
specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, 
trade unions, churches and other non·governmen tal organizations
an international campaign to assist the oppressed people of South 
Africa in this crucial and decisive stage of their struggle for 
liberation: 

No arms to South Africa! 

No profit from apartheid! 

No compromise with racism! 

I. ACfiON BY GOVERNMENTS 

20. The General Assembly calls on all Governments, irrespective 
of any other differences, to unite in action against the crime of 
apartheid and to take vigorous and concerted measures in imple
mentation of United Nations resolutions to isolate the apartheid 
regime and assist the oppressed people and their liberation move
ments until they attain freedom. 
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21. It calls on them, m particular, to: 

A. Diplomatic, consular and other official relations 

(a) Terminate diplomatic, consular and other official relations 
with the South Afncan racist regime, or refrain from establishing 
such relations; 

B. Military and nuclear collaboration 

(b) Implement fully the aims embargo against South Africa 
without any exceptions or reservations and, in this connexion: 

(I) To refrain from the sale and shipment of arms, ammunition 
of all types and any vehicles or equipment for use of the 
armed forces and paramilitary organizations in South 
Africa; 

(Ii) To refrain from the sale and shipment of equipment and 
materials for the manufacture and maintenance of arms, 
ammunition and military vehicles and equipment in South 
Africa: 

(iii) To refrain from the supply of spare parts for vehicles and 
equipment u~ed by the armed forces and paramilitary 
organizations of South Afnca; 

(iv) To revoke any licenses or patents granted to the South 
African racist regmw or to South African companies for the 
manufacture of arms, ammunition and military vehicles and 
equipment and refrain from granting such licences and 
patents, 

(v) To prohibit mvestmcnt in, or technical assistance for, the 
manufacture of arms and ammunition, aircraft, naval craft 
and other military vehicles and equipment in South Africa; 

(vi) To terminate any e"isUng military arrangements with the 
raCISt regime of South Africa and refrain from entering into 
any such arrangements. 

(vii) To refram from provision of training for members of the 
South African armed force~; 

(viii) To rcfram from any joint military exercises with South 
Africa; 

(ix) To prohibit warships or military aircraft from visiting South 
African ports and airports and South African warships or 
military craft from visiting their territories, 

(x) .To prohibit visits of military personnel to South Africa and 
visits by South African military personnel to their coun
tnes. 

(xi) To refram from exchanges of military, naval or air attaches 
with South Africa; 

(xii) To refrain from purchasing any military supplies manu
factured by, or in collaboration with, South Africa; 

(xiii) To refrain from any communications or contacts with the 
South African military establishment or installations; 

(xiv) To refrain from any other form of military co-operation 
with South Afnca, 

(xv) To prohibit any violations of the arms embargo by 
corporations, institutions or individuals within their juris
diction; 

(xvi) To refrain from any collaboration with South Africa in the 
nuclear field; 

(xvii) To prohibit any institutions, agencies or companies, within 
their national jurisdiction from delivering to South Africa, 
or placing at its disposal, any equipment or fissionable 
matcnal or technology that will enable the racist regime of 
South Africa to acquire nuclear-weapon technology; 

C. Economic collaboration 

(c) Tenninate all economic collaboration with South Africa and, 
in particular: 

(i) To refrain from supplying petroleum, petroleum products, or 
other strategic materials to South Africa; 

(ii) To refrain from ex tending loans, investments and technical 
assistance to the South African racist regime and companies 
registered in South Africa; 

(iii) To prohibit loans by banks or other financial institutions in 
their countries to the South African racist regime or South 
African companies; 

(iv) To prohibit economic and financial interests under their 
national jurisdiction from co-operating with the South 
African racist regime and companies registered in South 
Africa; 

(v) To deny tariff and other preferences to South African 
exports and any inducements or guarantees for investment in 
South Africa; 

(vi) To take appropriate action in international agencies and 
organizations-such as the European Economic Community, 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the Interna
tional Monetary Fund and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development-for denial by them of all 
assistance and commercial or other facilities to the South 
African regime; 

(vii) To take appropriate action, separately or collectively, against 
transnational companies collaborating with South Africa; 

D. Airlines and shipping lines 

(d) To refuse landing and passage facilities to all aircraft 
belonging to the South African racist regime and companies 
registered under the laws of South Africa; 

(e) To close ports to all vessels flying the South African flag; 

(f) To prohibit airlines and shipping lines registered in their 
countries from providing services to and from South Africa; 

E. Emigration 

(g) To prohibit, or discourage the flow of immigrants, particularly 
skilled and technical personnel, to South Africa; 

F. Cultural, educational, sporting and other collaboration 
with South Africa 

(h) To suspend cultural, educational, sporting and other ex
changes with the racist regime and with organizations or institutions 
in South Africa which practise apartheid; 

(i) To implement United Nations resolutions on apartheid in 
sports and, in particular: 

(i) To refrain from all contact with sports bodies established on 
the basis of apartheid, or with racially selected sports teams 
from South Africa; 

(ii) To withhold any support from sporting events which are 
organized in violation of the Olympic principle, with the 
participation of racially selected teams from South Africa; 

(iii) To encourage sports organizations to refram from any 
exchanges with racially selected teams from South Africa; 

G. Assistance to the oppressed people of South Africa 

(j) To provide financial and material assistance, directly or 
through the Organization of African Unity, to the South African 
liberation movements recognized by that organization; 
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(k) To encourage public collections in the country for assistance 
to the South Afncan hberatwn movements, 

(/) To contribute generomly and regularly to the Umtcd Natwns 
Trmt Fund for South Africa, the Umted Nations Educational and 
Traming Programme for Southern Africa, the United Nations Trust 
Fund for Publicity agamst Apartheid and other intergovernmental 
and non-governmental funds for assistance to the oppressed people 
of South Africa and their hbcrat1on movements: 

(m) To encourage JUdicial organizations, other appropriate bodies 
and the public in gl'neral to provide assistance to those persecuted 
by the South Afncan ractst regime for their struggle against 
apartheid, 

(n) To grant a~ylum and extend travel facilities and educational 
and employment opportumties to refugees from South Africa, 

(o) To encourage the activities of anti-apartheid and solidarity 
movements and other organizations engaged in prov1dmg political 
and material ass1'tance to the vict1ms of apartheid and to the South 
Afncan liberation movements: 

H, Dissemination of information on apartheid 

(p) To ensure, in co-operatwn with the Umted Nations and the 
South African hberation movements, the widest possible dissemma
tion of information on apartheid and on the struggle for liberation 
m South Afnca; 

(q) To encourage the e~tablishment of national orgamzations for 
the purpose of enhgh temng public opinion on the evils of apartheid, 

(r) To encourage the informatwn media to contnbute effectively 
to the mternational campaign against apartheid; 

(s) To prov1de broadcasting fac1lit1es to South African liberation 
movements: 

(t) To take all necessary measures against the operations of 
propaganda organizatiOnS of the South African racist regime and of 
private organizations which advocate apartheid, 

I. Other 

(u) To accede to the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (resolution 3068 
(XXVIIl), annex); 

(v) To observe annually the International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discnmmatwn, on 21 March, and the Day of Solidarity 
w1th South African Pohtical Prisoners, on II October; 

(w) To promote actwn by mtergovernmental organizations m 
support of the struggle for liberation in South Africa; 

(x) To provide, at their request, all necessary assi•tance to 
indepcndcn t African "tates subjected to acts of aggression by the 
South African racist regime in order to enable them to defend their 
sovereignty and terntorial integrity. 

II. ACTION BY SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER 
INTERGOVERNMFNT AL ORGANIZATIONS 

22. The General Assembly calls on all specialized agencies and 
other intergovernmental orgamzatiom to contribute to the maxi
mum to the international campaign against apartheid. It suggests in 
particular that they: 

(a) Exclude the South African racist nigtme from any participa
tion in theH organizations; 

(b) Deny any aSSIStance to the South African racist regime; 

(c) Invite representatives of the South African liberation move~ 
ments recognized by the Organization of African Unity to attend, 
inter alia, their conferences and seminars and make financial 
provision for their participation; 

(d) Prov1dc appropriate as,istancc to the oppressed people of 
South At rica and to thor hberat1on movemc·nh, 

(e) D1ssem1nate mfnrmation ag,un'l apartheid m c·o-operatwn 
with the United Nattons: 

(f) Prov1de employment \l'llhm their secretanats and assistance 
for education and traimng to thl' oppressed PL'Opk of South Atnca. 

IlL ACTION BY TRADI UNIONS, CHURCHFS, ANTI
APARTHEID AND SOLIDARITY MOVFMLNTS AND OTHL R 
NON-GOVERNMFNTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

23. The General Assembly commends the acttvities of all public 
orgamzations in denouncing the South Afncan rac1st re~1mc, m 
supporting Un1ted Nations resoluttons against apartheid, m assbting 
the oppressed people of South Africa, and m mobilizing pubhc 
opmion against apartheid. 

24, It encourages them to concert and redouble their efforts, m 
co-operation w1th the Special Committee agamst Apartheid and 
with the Centre agamst Apartheid, and, m particular. 

(a) To exert then mt1uencc to per,uade Governments wh1ch 
continue to collaborate w1th the racist regime of South Africa to 
des1st from such collaboratiOn; 

(b) To press all Governments to 1mplemcnt United Nations 
resolut1ons against apartheid. 

(c) To expand campaigns for the boycott of South African goods; 

(d) To mtensify campaigns against banks and other transnational 
companies which collaborate with South Atrica, 

(e) To estabhsh solidarity fund' and prov1dc asmtance to the 
South African libcratwn movements; 

(f) To ass1st political refugees from South Afnca, 

(g) To pubhcize the stru~gle for hberation m South Africa; 

(h) To observe annually the International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination, on 21 March, and the Day of Sohdanty 
with South African Political Pnsoners, on II October. 

25. The General A~scmbly calls on trade umom, m particular: 

(a) To organize ralites and mformation campaigns among the 
workers to make them fully aware of the problem of apartheid and 
to secure their collaboration in industrial act1on against South 
Africa: 

(b) To support internationally co-ordinated boycotts of South 
Afncan goods; 

(c) To organize international trade umon act1on to ban the 
handling of goods going to and from South Africa; 

(d) To investigate the operations of companies with subsidiaries 
inside South Africa, 

(e) To undertake, in the countries concerned, industnal action 
against transnational companies which refuse to recogmze African 
trade unions in South Africa and fail to comply with internationally 
recognized Ia bour standards; 

(f) To give moral and finanCial support to the African and 
non-racial trade unions in South Africa, includmg legal assi:-,tance to 
imprisoned and restncted trade umomsts, 

(g) To mtensify the campaigns agamst cmigratwn of workers to 
South Africa; 

(h) To request workers not to handle any arms orders to South 
Africa and to give full support to those 1~orkcrs who, on grounds of 
conscience, refuse to work on such orders. 
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26. The General Assembly appeals to churches and religious 
organizations, in particular: 

(a) To exert all their influence and efforts to oppose any form of 
collaboration with the racist regime of South Africa; 

(b) To expand campaigns against banks and transnational corpo
rations collaborating with South Africa: 

(c) To provide all forms of assistance to the oppressed people of 
South Africa and to their liberation movements; 

(d) To disseminate information on the inhumanity of apartheid 
and on the righteous struggle of the oppressed people of South 
Africa. 

27. The General Assembly appeals to sports bodies and sports
men: 

(a) To uphold the Olympic principle that no discrimination be 
allowed on the grounds of race, religion, or political affiliation; 

(b) To refrain from all contact with sports bodies established on 
the basis of apartheid, or with racially selected sports teams from 
South Africa; 

(c) To assist sportsmen and sports administrators persecuted in 
South Africa for their oppositiOn to apartheid in sports; 

(d) To take appropriate action to expel racist South African 
sports bodies from all international sports federations and competi
tions. 

N. ACTION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
AGAINST APARTHEID 

28. The General Assembly requests the Special Committee 
against Apartheid, with the assistance of the Centre against 
Apartheid, to take all appropriate measures to encourage concerted 
action against apartheid by Governments and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations. It invites the Special Committee, in 
particular, to promote co-ordinated international campaigns: 

(a) For assistance to the oppressed people of South Africa and 
their liberation movements; 

(b) For an effective arms embargo against South Africa; 

(c) Against all forms of nuclear co-operation with South Africa. 

(d) Against all collaboration by Governments, banks and trans
national corporations with South Africa; 

(e) Against propaganda by the South African racist regime and its 
collaborators; 

(f) For the unconditional release 0f South African political 
prisoners; 

(g) For the boycott of racially selected South African sports 
teams. 

29. The Assembly invites all specialized agencies, the Organiza
tion of African Unity and other intergovernmental organizations as 
well as trade unions, churches and other non-governmental orgamza
tions to co-operate with the Special Committee in the implementa
tion of this Programme of Action. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.IS AND ADD.l * 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Benin, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Iceland, India, Iraq, Madagascar, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
Norway, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Uganda, Yemen and Yugoslavia: draft resolution 

Investments in South Africa 

The General Assembzv, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid (A/31/22) and its special reports (A/31/ 
22/ Add.l-3), 

Noting the increase of foreign investment in South Africa 
which abets and encourages the apartheid policies of that 
country, 

*Document A/31/L.l5/Add.1 of 9 November 1976 was issued to 
add Denmark, Iraq, Malaysia, Philippines, Romania and Yemen to 
the list of sponsors of the draft resolution. 

[Original: English/ 
[5 November 1976/ 

Welcoming as a positive step the decision of some 
Governments to achieve the cessation of further invest
ments in South Africa, 

Considering that a cessation of new foreign investments in 
South Africa would constitute one important step in the 
struggle against apartheid, 

Urges the Security Council, when studying the problem 
of the continued struggle against the apartheid policies of 
South Africa, to consider steps to achieve the cessation of 
further foreign investments in South Africa. 
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Document No. 

A/31/22 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 42nd plenary meeting, on 26 October 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
roll-call vote of 134 to none, with 1 abstention, adopted draft resolution A/31/L.S as 
orally revised. For the final text, see resolution 31/6 A. 1 

At its 58th plenary meeting, on 9 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted the 
following draft resolutions: draft resolution A/31/L.6 and Add.l-5 (for the final text, see 
resolution 31/6 81 ); draft resolution A/31/L.7 and Add.l-3 (idem, resolution 31/6 Cl); 
by a recorded vote of 110 to 8, with 20 abstentions, draft resolution A/31/L.8 and 
Add.l-3 (idem, resolution 31/6 01 ); by a recorded vote of91 to 20, with 28 abstentions, 
draft resolution A/31/L.9 and Add.1-3 (zdem, resolution 31/6 £1 ); by a recorded vote of 
128 to none, with 12 abstentions, draft resolution A/31/L.lO/Rev.l and Add.l and 2 
(idem, resolution 31/6 Ft); by a recorded vote of 133 to none, with 8 abstentions, draft 
resolution A/31/L.ll and Add.l-3 (idem, resolution 31/6 Gt ); by a recorded vote of 110 
to 6, with 24 abstentions, draft resolution A/31 /L.12 and Add.l-3 (idem, resolution 
31/6 HI); by a recorded vote of 108 to 11, with 22 abstentions, draft resolution 
A/31/L.l3 and Add.l-3 (idem, resolution 31/6 P ); by a recorded vote of 105 to 8, with 
27 abstentions, draft resolution A/31 /L.14 and Add. I and 2 (idem, resolution 31/6 Jt ); 
by a recorded vote of 124 to none, with 16 abstentions, draft resolution A/31/L.15 and 
Add.1 (idem, resolution 31/6 Kt ). 

1 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, T1zirty-first Sesswn, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/240 

Report of the Secretary-General 

1. The present report is submitted to the General 
Assembly in pursuance of its resolution 3419 C (XXX) of 
8 December 1975 concerning population and refugees 
displaced since 1967, in which the Assembly requested the 
Secretary-General, after consulting with the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), to report to 
it at its thirty-first session on Israel's compliance with 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of the resolution. In paragraph 3 of 
that resolution, the Assembly called upon Israel to take 
immediate steps for the return of the displaced inhabitants 
and to desist from all measures that obstructed the return 
of the displaced inhabitants, including measures affecting 
the physical and demographic structure of the occupied 
territories. In paragraph 4, the Assembly reiterated its call 
upon Israel to take effective steps immediately for the 
return of the refugees concerned to the camps from which 
they had been removed in the Gaza Strip, to provide 
adequate shelters for their accommodation and to desist 
from further removal of refugees and destruction of their 
shelters. In paragraph 5, it condemned Israeli military 

[Original: English} 
[4 October 1976] 

attacks on refugee camps and called upon Israel to desist 
from such attacks. 

2. By a note verbale dated 20 January 1976, addressed 
to the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United 
Nations, the Secretary-General drew attention to his report
ing responsibility under paragraph 6 of General Assembly 
resolution 3419 C (XXX) and requested the Government of 
Israel to forward to him, as soon as possible, any relevant 
information on the implementation of the respective 
provisions of the resolution. 

3. By a note verbale dated 8 September 1976, the 
Permanent Representative of Israel, on instructions from 
his Government, conveyed to the Secretary-General the 
following comments: 

"The Government of Israel has been and is fully 
conscious of the humanitarian aspects of the problem of 
the displaced persons who, following the outbreak of the 
war instigated by the Arab Governments in 1967, fled 
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from the area of hostilities. The Government of Israel has 
continued to seek to reconcile its desire to assist with the 
return of displaced persons with its responsibility for the 
safety, welfare and security of the population in the 
administered areas and in Israel, as well as the security of 
the State itself. It is common knowledge that certain 
Arab Governments continue to furnish aid and support to 
terrorist organizations grouped together in the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO), which are established in 
and operate from their territory against Israel. 

"Thus the prevailing situation does not permit a 
large-scale return of these displaced persons. Nevertheless 
and despite all these difficulties, the Government of Israel 
has, during this year as in previous years, continued to 
facilitate the return of persons displaced in 1967. The 
special arrangements for family reunion and hardship 
cases have been maintained, and co-operation in this 
respect with local Arab authorities has continued. It 
should be pointed out, however, that the facilities 
established by Israel for the orderly movement of people 
across the cease-fire lines, are being exploited by certain 
Arab Governments for purposes of subversion in order to 
facilitate the entry of terrorists and the transport of 
explosives into Israel-administered territory. Such actions 
undermine any efforts to improve the situation. 

"As the Gaza Strip is specifically mentioned in the 
resolution in question, the Government of Israel wishes to 
draw attention not only to the greatly improved security 
situation in the Gaza Strip and the public order and 
tranquillity prevailing there in general, but also to the full 
employment and the vast amelioration in the economic 
condition of the refugees and the accelerated rate of 
development and building. 

"Of the Gaza Strip's labour force numbering approxi
mately 70,000, about 30,000-refugees and non-refugees 
alike-travel every day to work in Israel. The wages which 
they earn, equal to those of Israeli workers, enable them 
to achieve a standard of living never enjoyed by them 
before. 

"Housing projects have been initiated by Israeli authori
ties to enable refugees to move out of the camps into 
relatively spacious one-storey homes of their own (be
tween 750 and 850 square feet of floor space), with 
electricity and indoor plumbing, at modest cost (about 
$6,000 per apartment) and on favourable financial terms 
(one third down-payment and mortgage arrangements for 
the balance). So many refugees have shown interest in 
taking advantage of this opportunity to improve their 
living conditions that, due to the limited land available 
for building purposes outside the camps, the authorities 
are now examining the possibility of providing two- and 
three-storey houses to refugee families. 

"The now well-established public order and the eco
nomic prosperity are a direct result of the security 
measures which were taken by the authorities against 
Arab terror, which was rife in the Gaza Strip until 1971 
and which for the most part struck at and grievously 
harmed the local population. 

"By contrast, it is impossible to turn a blind eye to the 
.. :~ ......... : ........ : ... +h .... _,..,c,,...,.,...,. ........ --.. :- T .... L ... --.. ... + .... ...1-... Tt.. .... 

civil war in that country has exposed the complete falsity 
of the Arab charges against Israel, which have been 
incorporated into countless General Assembly resolutions 
condemning Israel without reason or justice. 

"Recent events in Lebanon have proved what the 
Government of Israel had . been saying for a number of 
years, namely, that the Arab terror organizations have 
taken over the refugee camps and have set up in them 
their operational bases, ammunition dumps, arms stores 
and training facilities. Arab Member States of the United 
Nations have made much of Israel's alleged attacks on 
refugee camps. But Israel has never attacked the refugee 
camps as such. It has, however, been constrained on 
occasion to act against the terror installations located in 
or near the camps. This was because the terror organiza
tions have deliberately and callously turned the civilian 
population of the camps into hostages, using them as 
cover for their murderous activities and tools of their 
propaganda. 

"The tragic fate of the inhabitants of Tel el-Zaatar is 
very much a case in point. In the words of Andre 
Fontaine, writing on 28 July 1976 in Le Monde: 

" 'Their fighters, driven out of Jordan, tightly con
trolled in Syria, had been confined in camps in Lebanon. 
Taking advantage of the weakness of the State, they had 
gradually transformed the camps into bases for launching 
the raids and attacks which, at the risk of scandalizing 
world public opinion, maintained an atmosphere of 
tension in the region and prevented the Arab States which 
might have been tempted to do so from making peace 
with Israel.'* 

"As a result, UNRWA activities in Lebanon have been 
completely paralysed, and the Agency has been forced to 
move its headquarters to Vienna and Amman. According 
to a recent article in the Beirut daily newspaper, AI 
Nahar, the terrorist organizations have even com
mandeered UNRWA offices in the camps, and confiscated 
food supplies from the Agency's stores in order to feed 
their men. 

"The reports emanating from Lebanon in recent 
months have made it unnecessary to labour these points. 
It will suffice therefore to cite the letter dated 17 August 
1976 from the Deputy Prime Minister of Lebanon to the 
President of the fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries at Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, which was circulated, together with a letter from 
the Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United 
Nations, as document A/31/179.1 Mr. Chamoun's letter 
constitutes a comprehensive indictment of the destructive 
activities of the Palestinian terrorists in Lebanon and the 
way in which they have exploited the camps there. To 
quote Mr. Chamoun: 

"' ... The Palestinian revolution is the prime executor 
of the conspiracy against Lebanon. The Palestinians came 
to Lebanon 28 years ago as refugees. They were es
tablished in camps which they have transformed gradually 

* Quoted in French in the original text. 
1 n ........ n ..... ,p,n+ nf 1 0 A llO'II~t 1 Q7,; 
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into military fortifications and in which they set up bases 
for training terrorists from various nationalities. They 
have breached the accord concluded with the Lebanese 
authorities in 1969 by installing heavy weapons in the 
camps and by preventing the Lebanese security forces 
from performing their duties therein. They have even 
occupied the UNRWA offices in the camps. Palestinian 
elements conspicuously circulated in the cities, streets 
and public squares with their arms. They set up barriers 
to check the identity of the peaceful passers-by. Many 
were kidnapped, tortured and killed. Others were im
prisoned for years without any knowledge about their 
fate. It was only natural that these excesses were bound 
to lead to an explosion between the Palestinian outlaws 
and aggressors and the aggressed Lebanese population. 
The continuing war since 13 April 1975 has daily revealed 
new evidence of the Palestinian determination to domi
nate the country. In their efforts to dominate Lebanon, 
the Palestinians often hid behind self-styled patriotic 
parties in Lebanon. And by pretending to support the 
demands of one group, they have succeeded in causing a 
division among the Lebanese. The Palestinians besieged 
cities and villages in the heartland of the Lebanese 
mountains and their remote summits, far away from the 
Palestinian camps, and have nothing to do with Palestine. 
They have also caused the dispersal of the Lebanese Army 
and security forces. They have continuously rejected the 
establishment of any regular force in Lebanon to restore 
and maintain law and order, be it Lebanese, Syrian or 
foreign. Thus, they were able to effect an unveiled 
occupation of a part of the city of Beirut and of south 
Lebanon, whereby nothing could be undertaken without 
their permission. They have taken over the centres of 
communication such as the Department of Post, Tele
graph and Telephone, the Beirut International Airport, 
and the two harbours of Saida and Tyre. This is outright 
occupation of Lebanese territory, and a stop must be put 
to it, if there is a real will to end the present war. 

" ' ... The reported statement by the representative of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization in Colombo de
manding the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon 
is nothing but a new and blatant breach of Lebanon's 
sovereignty and an infringement upon the responsibilities 
and jurisdiction of its constitutional authorities. Irrespec
tive of the legal basis for the entry of the Syrian forces 
into Lebanon on 1 June 1976, it remains the absolute 
right of the legal Lebanese authorities alone to determine 
the permissibility or otherwise of the Syrian presence in 
the country. These authorities have the sole right to 
request the Syrian forces to withdraw from Lebanon. The 
bitter and dubious fact is that the Palestinians are 
deliberately disregarding the truth and international law, 
because their main concern is first and last to prevent the 
presence in Lebanon of any armed force other than theirs 
in order to complete their conspiracy against Lebanon's 
integrity, unity and independence, and to make out of it 
an alternative national home to their Palestinian home
land which they have abandoned for what they consider 
to be an easier objective to attain. It is our hope that your 
Conference will take a clear and courageous step by 
communicating to the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
while it is talking about the withdrawal of foreign troops 
from Lebanon, that it has a duty to begin itself by 
withr1r~wina fnr T Ph~nnn'~ h•nr1 i~ nnt ito nmn hnt ~ frPP 

and sovereign State whose destiny cannot be determined 
except by its people alone.' 

"Hence General Assembly resolution 3419 C (XXX), 
like so many other anti-Israel resolutions, is based on a 
tissue of false allegations, being part of the Arab 
propaganda campaign against Israel. On the other hand, 
events in Lebanon in all their aspects have shown 
incontrovertibly that the statements made by and on 
behalf of the Government of Israel on these matters were 
reliable on every score. 

"It is enough to compare the tragic fate suffered by 
Palestinian civilians in Lebanon and indeed by the 
population of Lebanon as a whole, with the peace, 
tranquillity, prosperity and progress enjoyed in all fields 
of life by the Arab population, including former refugees, 
in the areas administered by Israel, in order to recognize 
resolution 3419 C (XXX) for what it is, a worthless piece 
of Arab political warfare." 

4. With regard to paragraph 3 of General Assembly 
resolution 3419 C (XXX), the Secretary-General has ob
tained from the Commissioner-General of UNRWA such 
information as is available to him on the return of refugees 
registered with the Agency. As indicated in earlier reports 
of the Secretary-GeneraJ2 the Agency is not involved in any 
arrangements for the return of refugees-nor is the Agency 
involved in any arrangements for the return of displaced 
persons who are not registered refugees. Its information is 
therefore mainly based on requests by returning refugees 
for transfer of rations to the areas to which they have 
returned. The Agency would not necessarily be aware of 
the return of any refugees who did not ask for the provision 
of rations or services, but believes they would be very few 
in number. So far as is known to the Agency, between 
I July 1975 and 30 June 1976, 250 displaced refugees 
returned from east Jordan to the West BankJ and 44 from 
east Jordan to the Gaza Strip. In the same period, 
7 displaced refugees returned to the Gaza Strip from Egypt. 
Thus, taking into account the estimate given in paragraph 4 
of last year's report, the number of displaced refugees who, 
to the Agency's knowledge, have returned to the occupied 
territories since June 1967 is slightly less than 8,800. 

5. The following report on developments relating to 
paragraph 4 of the resolution is based on information 
received from the Commissioner-General. 

6. Since the Secretary-General's report was made last 
year,4 there have been three cases of the punitive demoli
tion of refugee shelters in the Gaza Strip.s The Agency's 

2 Document A/9156 of 18 September 1973, para. 5; Official 
Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session, Annexes, 
agenda 1tem 38, document A/9740, para. 4; and ibid., Thirtieth 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 54, document A/10253, para. 4. 

3 Some of these may not be displaced refugees but members of 
the family of a displaced refugee who have now accompanied him 
on his return or joined him there, but who were not themselves 
displaced in 1967. 

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 54, document A/10253. 

5 In addition, a refug~e family which had purchased housing in 
one of the housing projects constructed near Rafah by the Israeli 
military authorities had its house demolished as a punitive 
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position, which has been reiterated to the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on several occasions, is that the practice of 
punitive demolition of shelters is contrary to Israel's 
obligations under international law. The Agency's claims 
for compensation still remain unpaid. 

7. Paragraphs 7 and 8 of last year's report referred to the 
situation of refugees whose shelters were demolished by the 
Israeli authorities in July-August 1971.6 So far, only 67 of 
those families have received free alternative accommodation 
from the Israeli authorities-that is, in addition to the 53 
hardship cases from the Rafah camp referred to in 
paragraph 7 of last year's report, 14 other families have 
been accommodated in vacated shelters in the camps. 
Forty-two of the refugee families who were affected by the 
1971 demolitions and who, with others, had constructed 
make-shift shelters on land near the Jabalia camp, were 
given eviction notices by the Israeli authorities and eventu
ally had their shelters demolished. Those families have now 
been given permission by the Israeli authorities to re
construct their shelters on other nearby land as a temporary 
measure. 

8. There have been no further developments in regard to 
the plans of the Israeli authorities (see para. 8 of last year's 
report) to provide land and a cash grant of 20,000 Israel 
pounds per family to those who were still suffering 
hardship. 

9. The current position is that of a total of 2,554 
families affected by demolitions in July-August 1971, only 
67 have been provided with free alternative accommodation 
by the Israeli authorities; that of the 266 families who were 
found by the joint survey of March-July 19737 to be cases 
of hardship, 208 families still remain in the same state: and 
that several families who were either reported in the joint 
survey of 1973 as having found adequate temporary 
accommodation or who were excluded from the survey on 
those grounds have since had to move for various reasons, 
but in most cases because their landlords requested them to 
leave the overcrowded accommodation either let or lent to 
them.s 

6 In July-August 1971, the Israeh authorities demolished a 
number of she! ters in the Jabalia, Beach and Rafah camps, the 
stated purpo'c being to construct acccs' roads w1thm the camps. 
These demolitwns affected 2.554 refugee families comprising 
15,855 persons: a total of 7, 729 shelter rooms were demolished. 
The developments in regard to the rchou,ing of these fam1lics are 
referred to in the Commissioner-Ceneral's report to the Secretary· 
General circulated at the Assembly's twenty-sixth session (A/8383 
and Add.l ), the Secretary-General's reports to the General As
sembly at 1t' twenty-seventh (Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Twenty-seventh Session, Annexes, agenda item 40, 
document A/8814), and twenty-eighth (A/9155) 'e's10ns and in the 
reports referred to m foot-note 2 above. 

7 This survey \\as conducted Jointly by the Agency and the Israeli 
authorities in order to establish the facts regarding the condition of 
those famihes affected by the July-August 1971 demolitiom who, in 
the Agency's opimon, were still m need. The survey covered 942 
families selected by the Agency on the basis of prelimmary surveys 
made by the Agency of the conditions at that time of the 2,554 
families affected by the 1971 demolitions, and established that 706 
of the 942 families were inadequately housed, of whom 266 were 
considered to be serious cases of hardship (sec A/9155, paras. 6-R). 

8 This development was foreshadowed to some extent in para. 8 
nf th,. '<<>rret"rv.C.eneral's rePort for 1973 (A/9155). 

I 0. The Agency is concerned at the lack of progress in 
the rehousing of the refugee families still in need as a result 
of the 1971 demolitions. It has continued to press the 
Israeli authorities both in the Gaza Strip and at the level of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for urgent action on this 
matter and has suggested that an immediate practical step 
would be to make available free of charge to those refugees 
who are still in need as a result of the 1971 demolitions, 
existing vacant accommodation in the housing projects 
established by the Israeli authorities. 

11. In the meantime, demolitions have continued to 
take place at the instance of the Israeli authorities in the 
Gaza Strip, which have had the effect of reducing the stock 
of available housing. Apart from the cases of punitive 
demolition mentioned in paragraph 6 above, demolitions 
have taken place in the following contexts. 

12. As indicated in paragraph 9 of last year's report, 
shelters are demolished, in some cases, to make way for the 
construction or widening of roads, construction of facilities 
such as water reservoirs and bus stations. Refugee families 
whose shelters are to be demolished in these circumstances 
are given the option by the Israeli authorities of purchasing 
accommodation in a Government housing project or pur
chasing land for the construction of housing: as an 
alternative, they are allocated shelters vacated in another 
section of the camp by families who have voluntarily opted 
for the purchase of new housing. While the Israeli authori
ties provide loans to refugees who so purchase new 
accommodation in one or other of the housing projects, the 
move of these refugees from their existing she! ters is 
obligatory and they are required eventually to pay for the 
new housing. 

13. Another practice which continues is that refugees 
whose shelters are not scheduled for demolition but who 
wish to purchase new accommodation in one or other of 
the housing projects established by the Israeli authorities 
are required, by the Israeli authorities, to demolish their 
shelters, unless the authorities indicate that certain shelters 
are required for reallocation. This practice, as well as that 
mentioned in paragraph 12 above, has the effect of 
reducing the available stock of shelter accommodation in 
the Gaza Strip at a time when there is a pressing need for 
housing for refugees. 

14. In regard to both these practices, the refugees 
concerned are allowed by the Israeli authorities to salvage 
materials from their demolished shelters. They are also 
compensated for private additions or improvements to 
Agency shelters, but no compensation has been paid for 
Agency shelters so demolished. 

15. In connexion with the above-mentioned practices, in 
the period from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976, a total of 
370 families comprising 2,222 persons moved from their 
shelters in the Rafah and Beach camps to new housing
against payment-in one or other of the housing projects 
established by the Israeli authorities: 16 other refugee 
families comprising 114 persons out of I 08 refugee fami
lies who purchased plots of land in one of the projects on 
the understanding that they would construct houses to a 
standard design-have constructed and moved into new 
housing. A total of 688 shelter rooms were demolished in 
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the camps and 28 shelter rooms were spared for allocation 
to 16 other families-comprising 48 persons-who had lost 
their shelters. 

16. A further development is that the Israeli authorities 
have informed a number of refugee families in the Beach 
camp-487 families so far-that their shelters are to be 
demolished. These families were offered the options re
ferred to in paragraph 12 above. The Agency has expressed 
its concern at this development at a time when a pressing 
need exists for accommodation to rehouse those who are in 
need, and has asked for clarification of the intentions of the 
Israeli authorities in regard to these projected demolitions. 
Most recently, refugees inhabiting 36 shelters in the Khan 
Yunis camp along a road leading to a new housing project 
were informed by the Israeli authorities that their shelters 
were also scheduled for demolition and that they were to 
discuss their housing plans with the Governor of Khan 
Yunis. This matter also is being followed up by the Agency. 

1 7. The report for 19749 referred, in paragraphs 12 to 
15, to the various contexts in which demolition had taken 
place in the Gaza Strip in the period from July 1967 to 30 
June 1974 and went on to provide statistics regarding such 
demolition and the provision of new housing. It may be 
useful to summarize the latest position. Between July 1967 
and 30 June 1976, 12,544 shelter rooms were demolished 
in the refugee camps in the Gaza Strip, by or at the instance 
of the Israeli military authorities-this figure also takes into 
account cases in which refugee families who wished to 
purchase housing in one of the housing projec~s we~e 
required by the Israeli military authorities to demohsh t~~Jr 
shelter accommodation. A total of 4,736 refugee farruhes 
were affected. According to the Agency's information, in 
the same period the Israeli military authorities constructed 
a total of 2,654 housing units comprising 5,821 rooms in 
the housing projects established by them in the Gaza Strip; 
in -addition the Agency, in the same period, constructe?~ at 
the expense of the Israeli authorities, 416 units compnsmg 
1,834 rooms for 914 families. On these figures, therefore, 
the construction of new accommodation has fallen far short 
of what has been compulsorily demolished. Moreover, the 
great majority of the units in the housing projects es
tablished by the Israeli military authorities have only been 
offered for sale and not as free replacement housing. 
According to the Agency's information, of t~e- 4,736 
refugee families mentioned above, only 1 ,074 fam1hes have 
received free alternative accommodation and these include 
108 families who were accommodated in vacated shelters. 
These statistics have been brought to the attention of the 
Israeli authorities. 

9 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Ses
sion, Annexes. agenda item 38, document A/9740. 

18. With regard to paragraph 5 of resolution 3419 C 
(XXX), the information available to the Commissioner
General of UNRWA indicates that, since 2 December 1975, 
there have been no Israeli air attacks on refugee camps (see 
A/31 /13, paras. 67 and 68). 

19. With regard to the comments of the Government of 
Israel relating to UNRWA and its operations, the Com
missioner-General of the Agency has made the following 
observations for the purpose of clarification: 

(a) Although the Agency moved its headquarters tem
porarily to Vienna and Amman at the beginning of 1976 
because of the situation in Beirut described in the Com
missioner-General's report for the period I July 1975 to 30 
June 1976 (ibid., paras. 1-3, 24 and 25), the Agency's 
operations in Lebanon, while seriously affected, have not 
been completely paralysed. Despite difficult conditions, all 
the Agency's normal services have continued to operate in 
varying degrees, though with interruptions, throu~out 
1975 and 1976, except in the worst affected area, Beuut. 
Recently, emergency relief and medical care have been 
extended to refugees displaced from camps in eastern 
Beirut and with the arrival of supplies of commodities 
through the Syrian Arab Republic, ration distribution has 
been carried out by local staff under headquarters guidance 
in all areas. 

(b) In the course of the fighting, there have been 
occupation of Agency buildings and destruction of Agency 
property by armed men belonging to various factions. In 
regard specifically to the confiscation of food-stuffs by 
Palestinian organizations, in the one case in 1975-before 
the headquarters was moved-in which Palestinian organi_za
tions were involved, a protest made to the Palestme 
liberation Organization was followed by restitution. It is 
relevant to note in this connexion that the valuable 
food-stuffs, medical supplies and other stores in the 
Agency's central warehouse in Beirut have escaped looting, 
owing to the protection provided in the absence of normal 
government security by an armed PLO unit. 

(c) As the reference to the "Cairo Agreement" in the 
quotation included in the note of the Government of Israel 
makes clear, security in camps in Lebanon was not the 
responsibility of the Agency. The position in regard to the 
occupation of some Agency buildings in camps in Lebanon 
referred to in the quotation is described in the Com
missioner-General's report to the General Assembly for the 
period 1 July 1969 to 30 June 19701 o and in subsequent 
reports. 

10 Ibid., Twenty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 13. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/254 

Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine: 
note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report 

The thirtieth report of the United Nations Conciliation 
Commission for Palestine, covering the period from 30 
September 1975 to 30 September 1976, the text of which 
is attached to the present note, was transmitted by the 
Chairman of the Commission by letter of 30 September 
1976 for communication to the States Members of the 
United Nations in accordance with paragraph 6 of General 
Assembly resolution 512 (VI) of 26 January 1952 and 
paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 3419 B (XXX) 
of 8 December 1975. 

ANNEX 

Thirtieth report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine 

l. In paragraph 3 of resolution 3419 B (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, the General Assembly noted with regret that the United 
Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine had been unable to 
find a means of achieving progress in the implementation of 
paragraph 11 of Assembly resolution 194 (III) and requested the 
Commission to exert continued efforts towards the implementation 
thereof and to report thereon as appropriate, but no later than 
1 October 1976. The present report is submitted pursuant to that 
request. 

2. In its twenty-fourtha and twenty-fifthb reports, covering the 
periods from 24 December 1965 to 30 September 1966 and from 
1 October 1966 to 30 September 1967, the Commission responded 
to earlier requests by the General Assembly, in its resolutions 
2052 (XX) of 15 December 1965 and 2154 (XXI) of 17 November 
1966, in connexion with the implementation of paragraph 11 of 
resolution 194 (III). In those reports, the Commission noted that 
examination of various ways in which it might be possible to 
intensify its efforts with any prospect of advancing matters towards 
the implementation of paragraph 11 of resolution 194 (III) had 
compelled the conclusion that all the ways envisaged presupposed 
substantial- changes in the situation. The events which had occurred 
in 1967 and thereafter complicated an already very complex 
problem. Although the Commission had noted a certain improve
ment in the situation during the year 1974-1975, the past year had 
not produced similar progress toward a fmal settlement. 

3. In the course of 1972, in response to formal requests from 
interested parties, and after consultation with the Legal Counsel of 
the United Nations, the Commission decided that those interested 
parties could have access to certain documents of the Commission,c 
with the understanding that the recipient Governments would 
continue to treat valuation figures con tamed therein on a confiden
tial basis. Copies of such documents would be furnished on the 
understanding that any expenses should be borne by the delegation 
concerned. 

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 32, document A/6451. 

b Ibid., Twenty-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 34, docu
ment A/6846. 

c Microfilms of land registers received from the Manda tory 
Government; RP-1 forms (identification of propertv parcels includ
ing individual valuation figures); and Index of owners' names (which 
provides means of direct reference to the holdings recorded in the 
name of each owner). 

[Original: English] 
[4 October 1976] 

4. In accordance with the Commission's decision to make 
available to the interested parties, upon request, copies of certain 
documents and materials in its possession, and in pursuance of such 
a request by Egypt, the duplication work was undertaken and 
completed in June 1974, at which time copies of the relevant set of 
documents were transmitted to the Permanent Mission of Egypt to 
the United Nations. On 31 May 1974, the Commission received a 
request from Jordan for copies of the same set of documents and 
the Commission agreed that the Permanent Mission of Jordan be 
supplied also with the same set of documents as Egypt; the copies 
were subsequently supplied to Jordan. The Commission also agreed 
to supply the Permanent Mission of Egypt with a second set of 
microfilm copies of the documents at the Mission's expense. Egypt 
received the second set of copies in March and May 197 5. 

5. In accordance with a decision taken by the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People at its 9th 
meeting on 30 March 1976, the Chairman of that Committee, by a 
letter dated 31 March 1976, requested the Secretary-General to 
invite members of the Commission to communicate to it their v1ews 
and observations on those aspects of the Commission's work which 
they considered useful for the work of the Committee. 

6. In reply to the Chairman's letter, the Secretary-General, by a 
letter dated 30 April 1976, transmitted to the Chairman of the 
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People a statement summarizing the work of the 
Commisswn from its inception to date. In his Jetter, the Secretary
General stated that the summary had been checked for accuracy by 
members of the Commission. Subsequently, the summary was issued 
as a document of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People.d 

7. In response to a further request from the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People "to 
obtain from the United Nations Conciliation Commission, for 
Palestine, an inventory of Arab property in Israel and the territories 
occupied by Israel", the Commission decided that it had no 
objection to that Committee, as it was an organ of the United 
Nations, having access to the following documents in the Commis
sion's possession: 

(a) Microfilms of land reg1sters received from the Mandatory 
Government, 

(b) RP-1 forms (identification of property parcels including 
individual valuation figures); 

(c) Index of owners' names (which provides means of direct 
reference to the holdings recorded in the name of each owner). 

8. The Commission notes that the periods covered by its two 
previous reports, in 1974e and 1975f were marked by intensive 
diplomatic activity directed towards a Middle East settlement which 
could lead to a JUSt and lasting peace in the area. That momentum 
was not maintained during the past year, owing in part to the recent 
developments in the area. Accordingly, the circumstances governing 
the possibilities open to the Commission have remained up to now 
essentially unchanged. The Commission, however, hopes that the 
situation in the region will improve considerably in the ncar future, 
enabling it to carry forward its work more vigorously. 

d Document A/AC.l83/4 of 12 May 1976. 
e Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Ses· 

sion, Annexes, agenda item 38, document A/9789. 
f Ibid., Thtrtieth Session, agenda 1tem 54, document A/1 0271. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/279 

Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

Letter of transmittal 

25 October 1976 

Sir, 

We have the honour to submit to you the report of the 
Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, which was adopted unanimously by the Working 
Group on 25 October 1976. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

(Signed) 

liter TURKMEN, Chairman (Turkey) 
C. Kobina SEKYI, Vice-Chairman (Ghana) 
Erik TELLMANN, Rapporteur (Norway) 
Albert TUROT (France) 
Tsuyoshi MATSUMOTO (Japan) 
Edouard GHORRA (Lebanon) 
Christopher THOMAS (Trinidad and Tobago) 
Christopher BATTISCOMBE (United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland) 
David ROWE (United States of America) 

The President of the General Assembly 
United Nations 
New York 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Origin and background of the Working Group 

I. The Working Group on the Financing of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East was established by the General Assembly 
under resolution 2656 (XXV) of 7 December 1970. The 
Working Group submitted an interim report to the General 
Assembly on 14 December 1970. 1 1 In resolution 
2728 (XXV) of 15 December 1970, the Assembly re
quested the Working Group to continue its work in 
accordance with the two resolutions. 

2. By resolution 2791 (XXVI) of 6 December 1971, the 
General Assembly approved the report of the Working 
Group covering the previous yeari 2 and requested the 
Working Group to continue its work for one year in 
accordance with the provisions of its previous mandate and 
to submit a comprehensive report on all aspects of the 
financing of UNRWA to the Assembly at its twenty-seventh 
session. In compliance with that resolution, the Working 

11 !bid., Twenty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 35, docu
ment A/8264. 

12 Document A/8476 and Corr.1 of26 October 1971. 

{Original: English/ 
{25 October 1976/ 

Group submitted, on 24 October 1972, a report to the 
General Assembly. I 3 

3. By resolution 2964 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 
the General Assembly commended the Working Group for 
its work, endorsed the conclusion of the Working Group 
that further vigorous and constant fund-raising activities on 
behalf of UNRWA were essential and requested the 
Working Group to continue its efforts, in co-operation with 
the Secretary-General and the Commissioner-General of 
UNRWA, for the financing of the Agency for a further 
period of one year. The Working Group reported to the 
Assembly again on 19 October 1973.14 

4. By resolution 3090 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 
the General Assembly again commended the Working 
Group, noted its report with appreciation, and requested it 
to continue its efforts, in co-operation with the Secretary
General and the Commissioner-General, for the financing of 
the Agency for a further period of one year. On 1 No
vember 1974, the Working Group reported to the Assembly 
on its activities in 1974.15 

5. By resolution 3330 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, 
the General Assembly again commended the Working 
Group, noted its report with appreciation, and requested it 
to continue its efforts, in co-operation with the Secretary
General and the Commissioner-General, for the financing of 
UNRWA for a further period of one year. In 1975, the 
Working Group issued two reports to the General As
sembly, the first a special report, dated 26 September 
1975,16 and the second the customary annual report, dated 
6 November 1975.1 7 

B. Consideration of the report of the Working Group 
at the thirtieth session of the General Assembly 

6. The two reports of the Working Group on its 
activities were considered by the General Assembly at its 
thirtieth session under agenda item 54, on the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East. The Assembly referred the item to the 
Special Political Committee, which considered it at its 
974th and 977th to 982nd meetings, on 11 November and 
between 14 and 21 November 197 5. 

7. At the 981st meeting of the Special Political Com
mittee, the representative of Yugoslavia introduced a draft 

13 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-seventh 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 40, document A/8849. 

14 Document A/9231 of 19 October 1973. 
15 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 

Session, Annexes, agenda item 38, document A/9815. 
16 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Annexes, agenda 1tem 54, document 

A/10268. 
17 Ibid .. document A/10334. 



8 General Assembly- Thirty-first Session- Annexes 

resolution sponsored by Austria, Belgium, Colombia, Fin
land, the Federal Republic of Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, the Sudan, 
and Yugoslavia, I s in accordance with which the General 
Assembly would: 

(a) Commend the Working Group for its work; 

(b) Note with appreciation the report of the Working 
Group; 

(c) Request the Working Group to continue its efforts, in 
co-operation with the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General, for the financing of the Agency for a 
further period of one year; 

(d) Request the Secretary-General to provide the neces
sary services and assistance to the Working Group for the 
conduct of its work. 

8. At its 982nd meeting, the Special Political Committee 
adopted the draft resolution unanimously. 

9. At its 2430th plenary meeting, on 8 December 1975, 
the General Assembly considered the draft resolution 
regarding the Working Group which had been recom
mended by the Special Political Committee, together with 
other draft resolutions under the same agenda item. The 
Assembly adopted the draft resolution without objection as 
resolution 3419 D (XXX). 

C. Terms of reference of the Working Group 

10. In resolution 3419 D (XXX), the General Assembly 
requested the Working Group to continue its efforts, in 
co-operation with the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General, for the financing of UNRWA for a 
further period of one year. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP AND 
DEVELOPMENTS DURING 1976 

11. At the time of the issue, on 6 November 197 5, of 
last year's annual report by the Working Group to the 
General Assembly,!' the future of UNRWA remained 
uncertain because of its desperate financial condition. 
Happily, enough special contributions arrived to permit the 
Agency to fmish the year without collapse. When Sir John 
Rennie, the Commissioner-General, spoke to a plenary 
meeting of the General Assembly on 8 December,I9 he 
reported that the estimated deficit at that moment re
mained at about $6.6 million, so that it would be necessary 
to defer the commitment of funds for school building, to 
forgo the making-up of earlier shortages of rations and to 
carry the balance of the deficit on working capital. The 
effect of those measures and of an improvement in 
exchange rates and in the price of flour eliminated the 
deficit and UNRWA eventually closed its accounts with a 
small surplus of $1.8 million. 

12. UNRWA entered 1976, however, with a higher 
estimated deficit than before, no less than $55 million in a 

l8Jbid., document A/10411, para.l2 and para.15, draft 
resolution D. 

19 lhid .. Thirtieth Session Plenary Meetings, 2430th meetmg. 

budget of nearly $140 million. To add further to the 
problems of the Agency, the continued fighting in Lebanon 
required the temporary transfer of UNRWA headquarters 
from Beirut, one part going to Amman and the remainder, 
because of shortage of accommodation in Amman, to 
Vienna. Those moves brought additional costs to the 
Agency, but fortunately the'y were more than offset by 
lower commodity prices and depreciation of local cur
rencies against the United States dollar. 

13. On 10 March 197 6, the Working Group held a 
meeting to hear a report from the Commissioner-General, 
who was in New York, on the Agency's current situation 
and to determine whether the Working Group could take 
any action to assist the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General in their efforts to obtain additional 
financing. With the concurrence of the Commissioner
General, the Working Group decided that its Chairman 
should send two circular letters: 

(a) A letter to all representatives of United Nations 
Members and observers and to the heads of the specialized 
agencies, drawing their attention to the financial crisis of 
UNRWA and urging additional contributions to the 
Agency; 

(b) A letter to the chairmen of the regional groups, 
requesting their permission to make an oral presentation to 
a meeting of the members of their groups. 

14. The letters were dated 19 March. The first letter, 
which contained a warning to the addressees, read as 
follows: 

"During the first two months of 197 6, the Agency's 
financial position has deteriorated even further. In order 
to continue its present minimum level of humanitarian 
services, UNRWA will need to spend this year about $138 
million, entailing an estimated deficit of about $51.5 
million for the calendar year. This bleak fiscal prospect 
has been exacerbated by the civil disturbances in 
Lebanon, which required temporary relocation of the 
Agency's headquarters to Amman and stationing a small 
administrative and financial unit in Vienna. 

"I know that your Government realizes the disastrous 
effects which termination or reduction of UNRWA's help 
to the Palestine refugees would produce. Any such action 
should be seen in the context of the delicate and 
potentially explosive political situation in the Middle 
East. A reduction of UNRWA's current minimum level of 
services to the refugees would destabilize further the 
situation in the area. In addition to causing painful 
suffering to the unfortunate refugees themselves, such 
action could negatively affect the prospects for peace in 
the Middle East. 

"In accordance with the terms of General Assembly 
resolution 3419 D (XXX) of 8 December 1975, which 
renewed the mandate of the Working Group on the 
Financing of UNRWA, I am bringing this dangerous 
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situation to your attention and to that of other Perma
nent Representatives and Permanent Observers to the 
United Nations, as well as to the heads of the specialized 
agencies, with the request that you urgently communicate 
these facts to your Government or governing bodies .... " 

15. In response to the Chairman's letter to the chairmen 
of the regional groups, he received invitations to make oral 
presentations regarding the Agency's situation at meetings 
of the group of Western European and other States on 20 
April and of the group of Asian States on 21 April. In those 
presentations, the Chairman said, inter alia: 

"During the past several years, UNRWA has faced 
steadily increasing financial difficulties. These have ex
panded to such a point that they require constant efforts 
by the Secretary-General and the Commissioner-General, 
assisted by the Working Group, to raise funds for the 
Agency. Only the generous response to these appeals on 
the part of certain Member Governments enabled the 
Agency to continue its good work. For, as you know, 
UNRWA is a United Nations agency completely depen
dent on the voluntary donations of those who support it; 
and, unfortunately, not all Member States have given 
their support. ... 

"The Comm.issioner-General has now reported to the 
Working Group that he is now forced to consider a 
reduction or ternunation of services to the refugees and 
that he will have to implement such action soon unless 
the continuing extensive efforts to obtain additional 
financial commitments are successful. 

"If UNRWA reduces or terminates its services to the 
refugees, that action will most certainly have sharply 
destabilizing effects on the delicate political situation in 
the Middle East. You are all aware how fragile is the 
situation there and how particularly sensitive are 
conditions now as a result of the tragic events in 
Lebanon. Curtailment of UNRW A's humanitarian services 
would not only cause painful damage to the unfortunate 
refugees themselves, but could negatively affect political 
prospects in the Middle East." 

16. The Chairman concluded his appeals by urging the 
representatives who were present to report those facts 
urgently to their Governments and to recommend that they 
respond generously to the appeal of the Commissioner
General for regular or special contributions to UNRWA. 

17. On 28 April, the Chairman of the Working Group 
also met with the Permanent Representative of Luxem
bourg in his capacity as Representative of the President of 
the Council of Ministers of the European Economic 
Community and made a similar presentation to him for the 
information of those Governments. 

18. Despite those efforts by the Commissioner-General 
and by the Working Group and despite a few additional 
contributions, the situation of UNRWA did not improve 
sufficiently, but became more serious as more of the funds 

pledged for 1976 were expended. By 3 June, when the 
Commissioner-General came again to New York to report 
to the Secretary-General and the Working Group, the 
budgetary difficulties had become so acute that the 
Commissioner-General warned that the Agency might face 
financial collapse by the end of July. 

19. The Working Group, with the concurrence of the 
Commissioner-General, decided to follow up its earlier 
appeal of 19 March with another letter from its Chairman 
to representatives of all United Nations Members and 
observers and to heads of the specialized agencies. Thi~ 
letter, dated 8 June, warned of the risk of collapse of the 
Agency by the end of July. 

20. The Secretary-General also intensified his efforts to 
assist the Commissioner-General in his fund-raising efforts. 
For example, the Secretary-General held special meetings 
on 16 and 17 June with the participation of the Commis
sioner-General, the Chairman of the Work.ing Group, and 
the representatives of a number of States, including major 
contributors, and the Governments of host countries to 
emphasize the seriousness of the crisis and ask those present 
to consider urgently what they could do to help. 

21. During the summer and early autumn, UNRWA 
received about $27 million in additional contributions. The 
States which made those contributions included: Belgium, 
Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Mauri
tius, Netherlands, Norway, San Marino. Saudi Arabia, 
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and United States of America (see annex below). 
Those States pledging regular contributions for the support 
of UNRWA, many of them over a period of many years, are 
listed in table 16 of the report of the Commissioner-General 
to the General Assembly ( A/31 /13). 

22. As a result of those developments, the Commis
sioner-General was able to report to the Working Group, at 
its meeting on 15 October, that the Agency's budgetary 
deficit had been reduced to approximately $11 million. The 
Commissioner-General informed the Working Group that he 
believed, in consequence, that it would be possible to assure 
the continuance of the Agency's operations through the 
end of 197 6, though at the expense of cutbacks in certain 
services which could only be avoided if further contribu
tions were received. 

THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF UNRWA 

23. In 1976, the financial difficulties of UNRWA have 
been more acute than ever before and suspension of services 
has only narrowly been averted. The budget figures for 
1976 included in chapter II of the Commissioner-General's 
report for 1974-19752 o and a provisional estimate of 
income based on the pledging conference and past experi
ence showed that a deficit of $55 million was projected in a 
budget of $139.7 million. After the operating budget had 
been prepared, the Working Group was informed, in a 
memorandum of 8 March 1976, that the deficit was still in 
excess of $50 million, and by May-as shown in a later 
memorandum of 13 May-this figure had been reduced only 
to $43 million. 

20 Jbzd., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. I 3 and corngcndum. 
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24. Because of lack of cash and, subsequently, when the 
cash position had improved, because of the continuing large 
deficit, the Agency was unable to purchase more flour after 
March and had to rely on contributions of flour in kind, 
which cover only about one third of annual requirements. 
As a result, normal issue of flour could not be made in 
some fields and, in others, the normal issue was maintained 
only by borrowing from Governments of host countries 
against repayment later from donated flour, repayment that 
would cause a shortage of flour for issue later in the year 
unless the financial position improved to the point where 
further purchase was possible. 

25. Urgent appeals were made for further contributions 
and met with a significant response, but nevertheless in 
September, if a substantial contribution had not been 
received in time, the Commissioner-General would have 
been obliged to inform the UNRWA Advisory Commission 
that services could not be maintained beyond the end of 
October 1976 because liabilities, including contingent 
liabilities for the payment of separation benefits to local 
staff, would be in excess of assets, the Agency would be 
insolvent, and continued expenditure on services to the 
refugees would bring the Commissioner-General into breach 
of financial regulation 9.5 of the Financial Regulations of 
UNRWA. An immediate consequence would have been the 
issue of notices of termination to nearly 16,000 local and 
international staff, with the exception only of those 
required for residual duties. 

26. So far, about $27 million has been received in 
special contributions in 1976, almost all of this amount 
since the beginning of June, raising estimated income for 
the year to almost $113.8 million. There has also been 
some further significant reduction in estimated expendi
ture, mainly as a result of appreciation of the United States 
dollar against the local currencies used by the Agency. 
Estimated expenditure is now approximately $125 million, 
so that the deficit has been reduced to $11.2 million. 

27. The Commissioner-General believes that the threat 
of suspension of services in 197 6 can now be averted, 
though if other additional contributions are not received, it 
will be necessary to forgo the making-up of short issues of 
flour and the commitment of funds included in the budget 
for school building. Funds included for the latter purpose 
in 1975 could not be committed for the same reason, but 
more class-rooms are essential if children are not to be 
turned away from school; already a high proportion of the 
Agency's schools are on double shift and a triple shift is 
impractical. It may also be necessary to run down still 
further the already inadequate working capital-that is, the 
excess of assets over liabilities-which will aggravate the 
supply and cash problems which the Agency encounters 
every year. Moreover, the budget contains inadequate 
provision for reconstruction and replacement of equipment 
in Lebanon, which will be an urgent need as soon as a 
settlement is achieved there. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

28. As stated in previous reports, the Working Group 
continues to assume that, as long as the just and lasting 

settlement of the problem of the Palestine refugees has not 
been achieved, the services of UNRWA in the form of relief 
assistance, health care and education remain indispensable. 

29. Despite the special and additional contributions 
made this year to help UNRWA overcome its acute 
financial problems, a considerable deficit still exists. More
over, while the Agency will probably be able to maintain its 
essential services throughout 1976, it will have to curtail 
certain expenditures for which budgetary provisions have 
been made. The Working Group is duty-bound to empha
size once again the gravity of the continuing critical 
financial situation facing UNRWA. The Agency's cash 
position remains as precarious as ever, and the longer-term 
problems of financial security for the Agency's operations 
remain unsolved. As pointed out above, if the working 
capital is depleted to the expected extent, the Agency will 
face serious operational problems at the beginning of 1977. 

30. Although no new programmes have been developed, 
the expenditure figures for the last four years have doubled 
from $62.5 million in 1973 to an estimated $125.7 
million-originally $139.7 million-in the current year. This 
increase is primarily due to international and local in
flationary pressures and currency instability. This has 
placed a considerable financial strain on the Agency, which 
thus far has managed, only with great difficulty, by means 
of additional voluntary contributions primarily from a 
relatively small number of donor countries, to avoid 
reduction or suspension of its services. 

31. The Working Group is convinced that any reduction 
in the services provided by the Agency would have very 
serious implications for the refugees themselves, for the 
countries in which they live, and for the prospects for a 
peaceful settlement in the Middle East as a whole. As in the 
past, the Working Group would view the prospect of any 
reduction or suspension with grave concern. The Group 
considers the continuation of the Agency's services to be an 
obligation of the United Nations acting on behalf of the 
international community, and continues to believe that the 
financing of UNRWA should be put on a firmer basis. 

32. The Working Group has noted the aggravation of the 
Agency's chronic fmancial weakness caused by its contin
gent liability for separation benefits for local staff. The 
Group understands that the Commissioner-General has 
referred to this problem in his report to the General 
Assembly and has noted that this could be alleviated if the 
Assembly accepted a contingent liability against the United 
Nations budget for these benefits (A/31/13, paras. 8-10). 
The Working Group suggests that, without prejudice to the 
principle of voluntary financing, this idea merits further 
consideration by the Assembly. 

33. The Working Group would like to reiterate and 
underline its previously expressed belief that the situation 
whereby a small group of countries bears the major burden 
of financing the Agency's budget no longer corresponds 
with the requirements of the situation. Moreover, it is 
inconsistent with the terms of General Assembly resolution 
3331 A (XXIX), in which the Assembly renewed the 
mandate of the Agency for a furthrr three Vl"1r' nr ~ r~llnrl 
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upon non-contributing Governments to contribute and 
contributing Governments to consider increasing their 
contributions. This resolution was supported by 122 States 
Members of the United Nations. 

34. The Working Group therefore urgently requests that, 
in conformity with their international responsibilities in 
general and the requirements of the critical financial 
situation facing UNRWA in particular, those Governments 
which have not contributed in the past and those Govern
ments which have so far contributed inadequately be 
willing to reconsider seriously their position and contribute 
generously to this common effort. 

35. The Working Group wishes to record its appreciation 
for and draw the attention of the General Assembly to the 
generosity and dedication to humanitarian needs which 
have been demonstrated by those contributors to UNRWA 
listed in the annex below and in table 16 of the report of 
the Commissioner-General to the Assembly (ibid., annex I). 

ANNEX 

Additional contributions pledged during the course of 1976 

Belgium •...•....................... 
Canada ............................ . 
Cyprus ............................ . 
Denmark ........................... . 
Finland" ...•.••..................... 
France ............•...............• 
Germany, Federal Republic of ............. . 
Japan .....•..•.•................... 
Kuwait .•...•..•.................... 
Luxembourg ........................ . 
Mauritius ........................... . 
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Norway ..•....•..........•.......... 
San Marino .•.....•.................. 
Saudi Arabia ........................ . 
Sweden ..••....•..•....•..•......... 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland ...•....................... 
United States of America ................ . 

U.S. dollars 

52 630 
303 000 

240 
247 120 

51 640 
306 120 
397 330 
500 000 

1 000 000 
47 440 

1 000 
387 300 
180 830 

6 000 
10 000 000 

454 000 

1 385 140 
12 000 000 

TOTAL 27 319 790 

DOCUMENT A/31/333 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

INTRODUCTION 

I. The item entitled "United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East: (a) Report 
of the Commissioner-General; (b) Report of the Working 
Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 
(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine; (d) Report of the Secretary-General" was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee. 

3. The Special Political Committee examined the item at 
its 7th to lith meetings and at its 13th to 15th meetings, 
between 25 October and 8 November 1976. The Com
mittee had before it the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East for the period from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 
1976 (A/31/13 and Corr. I); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/31/240) submit
ted in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 3419 C 
(XXX) of 8 December 1975; 

[Original: English/ 
[ 19 November 1976/ 

(c) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/254) trans
mitting the report of the United Nations Conciliation 
Commission for Palestine submitted in accordance with 
General Assembly resolutions 512 (VI) of 26 January 1952 
and 3419 B (XXX) of 8 December 1975; 

(d) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of 
UNRWA (A/31 /279) submitted in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 3419 D (XXX) of 8 December 1975. 

4. The Committee began its consideration of the item by 
hearing a statement by the Commissioner-General of 
UNRWA, who introduced his report. At the 8th meeting, 
the representative of Norway, Rapporteur of the Working 
Group on the Financing of UNRWA, introduced the report 
of the Working Group. 

CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

5. In the course of the consideration of the item by the 
Special Political Committee, five draft resolutions were 
submitted as set forth below. 

A. Draft resolution A/SPC/31 /L.2 

6. At the I Oth meeting, the representative of the United 
States of America introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/ 
31/L.2) concerning assistance to Palestine refugees and 
financial contributions to UNRWA. 
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7. At its 14th meeting, the Committee adopted the draft 
resolution by 96 votes to none, with 1 abstention (see 
para. 17 below, draft resolution A). 

B. Draft resolution A/SPC/31/lAJ 

8. At the 13th meeting, the representative of Sweden 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31 /L.3) entitled 
"Assistance to persons displaced as a result of the June 
1967 hostilities", which was spo:1.sored by Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Japan, Norway, 
the Philippines and Sweden, subsequently joined by India, 
Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, the Netherlands, Trinidad and 
Tobago and U3anda. 

9. At its 14th meeting, the Committee unanimously 
adopted the draft resolution (see para. 17 below, draft 
resolution B). 

C. Draft resolution A/SPC/31/L.4 

10. At the 13th meeting, the representative of Iran 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.4) entitled 
"Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East", which was sponsored by Austria, Belgium, Finland, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Indonesia, Iran, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Sudan and Yugo
slavia, subsequently joined by Uganda. 

11. On 4 November, the Secretary-General, in accord
ance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly, submitted a statement (A/SPC/31 /L. 7) on the 
administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

12. At its 14th meeting, the Committee unanimously 
adopted the draft resolution (see para. 17 below, draft 
resolution C). 

D. Draft resolution A/SPCj 31/ L.S 

13. At the 14th meeting, the representative of 
Afghanistan, in introducing a draft resolution (A/SPC/ 
31/L.5) entitled "Population and refugees displaced since 
1967", which was sponsored by Afghanistan, Cyprus, India 
and Pakistan, orally revised the draft resolution by inserting 
the word "continued" before the word "refusal" in 
operative paragraph 2. Subsequently, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Greece, Grenada, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mali, the Philippines, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania and Yugoslavia 
joined as sponsors of the draft resolution. 

14. At its 15th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by a recorded vote of 101 to 2, with 
2 abstentions (see para. 17 below, draft resolution D). The 
voting was as follows:2 t 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, 

21 The delegations of Ghana and the United Republic of 
Cameroon subsequently informed the Secretariat that if they had 
been present when the vote was taken, they would have voted Ill 
favour of the draft resolution. 

Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelomssian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Cypms, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Finland, France, 
Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United 
States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Costa Rica, Israel. 

Abstaining: Malawi, Papua New Guinea. 

E. Draft resolution A/SPC/31/L.6 

15. At the 14th meeting, the representative of Pakistan 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/ 31 /L.6) entitled 
"Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip", which was sponsored 
by Afghanistan, Cyprus, India and Pakistan, subsequently 
joined by Bangladesh, Bhutan, Greece, Grenada, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Mali, the Philippines, Uganda, the United Re
public of Tanzania and Yugoslavia. 

16. At its 15th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by a recorded vote of 101 to 2, with 
2 abstentions (see para. 17 below, draft resolution E). The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Cypms, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Finland, France, 
Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 
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Against: Costa Rica, Israel. 

Abstaining: Papua New Guinea, United States of 
America. 

Recommendations of the Special Political Committee 

I7. The Special Political Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY 
FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST 

A 

Assistance to Palestine refugees 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 34I9 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 
and all previous resolutions referred to therein, including 
resolution I94 (III) of Il December 1948, 

Taking note of the annual report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period 
from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/31/13 and Corr.l), 

l. Notes with deep regret that repatriation or compensa
tion of the refugees as provided for in paragraph I I of 
General Assembly resolution I 94 (III) has not been ef· 
fected, that no substantial progress has been made in the 
programme endorsed by the Assembly in paragraph 2 of 
resolution 513 (VI) of 26 January 1952 for the reintegra· 
tion of refugees either by repatriation or resettlement and 
that, therefore, the situation of the refugees continues to be 
a matter of serious concern; 

2. Expresses its thanks to the Commissioner-General and 
to the staff of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East for their continued 
dedicated and effective efforts under difficult circum
stances to provide essential services for the Palestine 
refugees, and to the specialized agencies and private 
organizations for their valuable work in assisting the 
refugees; 

3. Notes with regret that the United Nations Concilia· 
tion Commission for Palestine has been unable to find a 
means of achieving progress in the implementation of 
paragraph II of General Assembly resolution I94 (III)2 2 
and requests the Commission to exert continued efforts 
towards the implementation of that paragraph and to 
report as appropriate, but no later than I October I 977; 

4. Directs attention to the continuing seriousness of the 
financial position of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, as outlined 
in the Commissioner-General's report; 

22 For the report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine covering the period from 30 September 1975 to 30 
September 1976, see A/31/254, annex. 

5. Notes with profound concern that, despite the com
mendable and successful efforts of the Commissioner· 
General to collect additional contributions, this increased 
level of income to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East is still 
insufficient to cover essential budget requirements in the 
present year, and that, at presently foreseen levels of giving, 
deficits will recur each year; 

6. Calls upon all Governments as a matter of urgency to 
make the most generous efforts possible to meet the 
anticipated needs of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, particularly 
in the light of the budgetary deficit projected in the 
Commissioner-General's report, and therefore urges non
contributing Governments to contribute regularly and 
contributing Governments to consider increasing their 
regular contributions. 

B 

Assistance to persons displaced as a result of the 
June 1967 hostilities 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July I967, 
2341 B (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2452 C (XXIII) of 
19 December 1968, 2535 C (XXIV) of 10 December I 969, 
2672 B (XXV) of 8 December I 970, 2792 B (XXVI) of 
6 December I 97 I, 2963 B (XXVII) of I 3 December I 972, 
3089 A (XXVIII) of 7 December I 973, 3331 C (XXIX) of 
17 December 1974 and 3419 A (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, 

Taking note of the annual report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period 
from 1 July I975 to 30 June 1976 (A/31/13 and Corr.l), 

Concerned about the continued human suffering resulting 
from the June I967 hostilities in the Middle East, 

1. Rea{finns its resolutions 2252 (ES-V), 2341 B 
(XXII), 2452 C (XXIII), 2535 C (XXIV), 2672 B (XXV), 
2792 B (XXVI), 2963 B (XXVII), 3089 A (XXVIII), 
3331 C (XXIX) and 3419 A (XXX); 

2. Endorses, bearing in mind the objectives of those 
resolutions, the efforts of the Commissioner-General of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East to continue to provide humani· 
tarian assistance, as far as practicable, on an emergency 
basis and as a temporary measure, to other persons in the 
area who are at present displaced and in serious need of 
continued assistance as a result of the June I967 hostilities; 

3. Strongly appeals to all Governments and to organiza
tions and individuals to contribute generously for the above 
purposes to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and to the other 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations con· 
cemed. 



14 General Assembly- Thirty-rust Session- Annexes 

c 

Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine RefUgees in the 
Near E:'ast 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2656 (XXV) of 7 December 
1970, 2728 (XXV) of 15 December 1970,2791 (XXVI) of 
6 December 1971, 2964 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 
3090 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3330 (XXIX) of 17 
December 1974 and 3419 D (XXX) of 8 December 1975, 

Having considered the report of the Working Group on 
the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (A/31/279), 

Taking into account the annual report of the Commis
sioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering 
the period from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/31/13 and 
Corr.l), 

Gravely concerned at the alarming financial situation of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, imminently endangering the 
essential minimum services being provided to the Palestine 
refugees, 

Emphasizing the urgent need for extraordinary efforts in 
order to maintain, at least at their present minimum level, 
the activities of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 

1. Commends the Working Group on the Financing of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East for its work; 

2. Notes with appreciation the report of the Working 
Group; 

3. Requests the Working Group to continue its efforts, 
in co-operation with the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General, for the financing of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East for a further period of one year; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the neces
sary services and assistance to the Working Group for the 
conduct of its work. 

D 

Population and refugees displaced since 1967 

17ze General Assembly, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14 
June 1967, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967, 
'JLL"i? A rxxnn of 19 December 1968, 2535 B (XXIV) of 

10 December 1969, 2672 D (XXV) of 8 December 1970, 
2792 E (XXVI) of 6 December 1971, 2963 C and D 
(XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3089 C (XXVIII) of 
7 December 1973, 3331 D (XXIX) of 17 December 1974 
and 3419 C (XXX) of 8 December 197 5, 

Having considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period 
from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/31/13 and Corr.l), 
and the report of the Secretary-General of 4 October 1976 
(A/31/240), 

1. Reaffirms the right of the displaced inhabitants to 
return to their homes and camps in the territories occupied 
by Israel since 1967; 

2. Deplores the continued refusal of the Israeli authori
ties to take steps for the return of the displaced inhabitants; 

3. Calls once more upon Israel: 

(a) To take immediate steps for the return of the 
displaced inhabitants; 

(b) To desist from all measures that obstruct the return 
of the displaced inhabitants, including measures affecting 
the physical and demographic structure of the occupied 
territories; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting with 
the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, to 
report to the General Assembly by the opening of the 
thirty-second session on Israel's compliance with para
graph 3 of the present resolution. 

E 

Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14 
June 1967, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2792 C (XXVI) of 6 De
cember 1971, 2963 C (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 
3089 C (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3331 D (XXIX) of 
17 December 197 4 and 3419 C (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, 

Having considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period 
from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/31/13 and Corr.l) 
and the report of the Secretary-General of 4 October 1976 
(A/31 /240), 

1. Calls once more upon Israel: 

(a) To take effective steps immediately for the return of 
the refugees concerned to the camps from which they were 
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removed in the Gaza Strip and to provide adequate shelters 
for their accommodation; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting with 
the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, to 
report to the General Assembly by the opening of the 
thirty-second session on Israel's compliance with para· 
graph I of the present resolution. 

{b) To desist from further removal of refugees and 
destruction of their shelters; 

Document No. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 76th plenary meeting, on 23 November 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions A to E submitted by the Special Political Committee in its report 
(A/31/333, para. 17). Draft resolution A was adopted by 115 votes to none, with 
2 abstentions; draft resolutions B and C were adopted without objection; draft 
resolution D was adopted by a recorded vote of 118 to 2, with 2 abstentions; and draft 
resolution E by a recorded vote of 118 to 2, with 3 abstentions. For the final text, see 
resolutions 31/15 A to E.23 

23 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/337 

Report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations 

1. At its thirtieth session, the General Assembly, fol
lowing consideration of the report of the Special Com
mittee on Peace-keeping Operations,! adopted resolution 
3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1975, which read as follows: 

[For the text, see Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34.] 

2. Following the adoption of that resolution, the Special 
Committee held 2 meetings, on 4 March and 19 November 
1976. The Working Group of the Special Committee held 
12 meetings, on 12 May and on 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15,21 and 
29 October 1976. 

3. At its 67th meeting on 4 March 1976, the Special 
Committee, having taken note of paragraph 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX), agreed to authorize the 
Working Group to renew its efforts towards the completion 
of agreed guidelines for carrying out peace-keeping opera
tions in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations 
and to devote its attention also to the consideration of 
specific questions related to the practical implementation 
of such operations, so that the Special Committee would be 
able to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-first 
session. 

4. At the same meeting, the Special Committee re
elected its officers for a further term of one year. 

1 Officzal Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Annexes, agenda item 5 L document A/1 0366. 

[Original: English} 
[23 November 1976} 

5. At its 68th meeting, on 19 November, the Special 
Committee had before it the tenth report of the Working 
Group, the text of which is annexed to the present report. 
It considered the report and took note of it. 

6. The Special Committee notes with satisfaction that its 
Working Group was able to elaborate further the draft 
formulas for the articles of agreed guidelines for United 
Nations peace-keeping operations which were set out in the 
appendix to the eighth report of the Working Group.2 The 
Special Committee is pleased to report, with regard to the 
text of the title, introduction and articles 1, 2, 3 and 4 that 
new formulas representing a measure of agreement have 
been achieved, except for paragraph 1 of article 1 , where it 
WdS not possible to reach such a measure of agreement. 
These new drafts, together with the drafts for articles 5 to 
!3, which appeared in the appendix to the eighth report of 
the Working Group, are set forth in working document 
No. 3 of the Working Group, which is contained in 
appendix I to the latter's tenth report. The Special Com
mittee shares the belief of its Working Group that, while 
much work remains to be done, working document No.3 
represents progress towards the completion of agreed 
guidelines for carrying out United Nations peace-keeping 
operations, as was requested in paragraph 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX). 

2 Ibid., l'wenty-ninth Session, Annexes, agenda item 39, docu· 
ment A/9827, annex. 
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7. The Special Committee accepts the reservations set 
forth in paragraph 6 of the Working Group's tenth report. 

8. Despite the progress made this year, the Special 
Committee regrets that it has not yet been able to fulfil the 
task of achieving agreed guidelines for United Nations 
peace-keeping operations. In this connexion, the Special 
Committee wishes to reiterate the statement in paragraph 6 
of its report to the General Assembly at its thirtieth 
session 1 that the task of achieving such agreed guidelines is 
a difficult one, since the issues involved are of a funda
mental nature. More time and greater accommodation are 
required to overcome existing differences. 

9. If the General Assembly decides to renew the 
mandate of the Special Committee to develop agreed 
guidelines for peace-keeping operations, the Special Com
mittee believes that it should also continue to devote 
attention to the consideration of specific questions related 
to practical implementation of peace-keeping operations. 

ANNEX 

Tenth report of the Working Group* 

1. At its 67th meeting. on 4 March 1976, the Special Committee 
?n Peace-k~epin~ Operatwns agreed to authorize its Working Group, 
m conformtty wtth General Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX) of 10 
December 1975, to renew its efforts towards the completion of 
agreed guidelmes for carrying out peace-keeping operations in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and to devote its 
attention also to the consideration of specific questions related to 
the practical implementation of such operations, so that the Special 
Commtttee would be able to report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-first session. 

2. Following the meeting of the Special Committee, the Working 
Gr~up met on 12 May 1976 to decide upon the procedural aspects 
of tts work in 197 6. It took a decision that, in the current year, 
instead of meeting on a one-meeting-per-week basis as it had done in 
previous years, 1t would hold one substantive session in the first 
week of September. Later, it was agreed between the members of 
the Working Group that the ttming of the sesston would be 
rescheduled for 6 to 12 October 1976. 

3. At the same meeting on 12 May, the Working Group, while 
dtscussmg tb programme of work, decided to invite members of the 
Spec~al Committee whtch were not members of its Working Group 
as well as t~ose States which had contributed or were contributing 
personnel lor Umted Natwns peace-keeping operations to make 
available to the Working Group any views or suggestwns which they 
might wtsh to submit regarding the issues to be considered by the 
Working Group in accordance with the terms of reference in General 
Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX). 

4. In the course of its substantive session, held from 6 to 12 and 
on 15, 21 and 29 October, the Working Group concentrated its 
efforts on. the e1abo!ation of agreed guidelines for carrying out 
peace-keepmg operatwns in conformity with the Charter of the 
United Nations. As a basis for its discussion, it used working 
documents Nos. 1 and 2 of the Working Group which appeared in 
the ~eventha and eighthb reports of the Working Group. It also 
con_stdered a numb~r of concrete proposals which were put forward 
du_nng the dtscu~swn for the purpose of reaching agreement on 
gutdelmes for Umted Nations peace-keeping operations. 

5. As a result, the Working Group was able to elaborate further 
the draft formulas for the articles of agreed guidehnes for United 

*Previously circulated as document A/AC.121/L.27 and Corr.l. 
a C!fficial Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth 

Sesswn, Annexes, agenda item 44, document A/9236, annex II. 
b Ibid., Twenty-ninth Session, Annexes, agenda item 39, docu

ment A/9827, annex. 

Nations peace-keeping operations which \~ere set out in the 
appendix to the eighth report of the Working Group. The Working 
Group is pleased to report, with regard to the text of the title, 
introduction and articles 1, 2, 3 and 4, that new formulas 
representing a measure of agreement have been achieved, except for 
paragraph 1 of article I, where it was not posstble to reach such a 
measure of agreement. These new drafts, together with the drafts 
for articles 5 to 13, which appeared in the appendix to the eighth 
report of the Working Group. are set forth in working document 
No. 3 of the Working Group, which is contained in appendix I to 
the present report. The Working Group bcheves that, while much 
work remains to be done, working document No. 3 represents 
progress towards the completion of agreed guidelines for carrying 
out United Nations peace-keeping operations as was requested in 
paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX). 

6. In submitting the texts of these draft formulas to the Special 
Committee, the Workmg Group would like to emphasize that these 
texts represent a set of tentative and preliminary drafts which is not 
necessarily exhaustive and is subject to further consideration in the 
Working Group, and that no provision of these texts should be 
referred to as having been agreed upon. With regard to draft 
article 1, the Working Group reiterates the following position, set 
forth m paragraph 3 of its seventh report: 

"The Working Group reached agreement m principle that 12 
items should be included in the list of responsibilities to be 
exercised directly by the Security Council in the prompt 
~sta~lishment, direction and control of peace-keeping operations, 
1t bemg understood that these items are headings for questions of 
substance which Will be discussed at length after the Working 
Group concludes its consideration of the working document 
[A/AC'.121/L.18] and tts elaboration of a listing of respective 
responsibilities of other appropriate United Nations organs re
garding peace-keeping operations ... ",a 

as well as m paragraph 5 of tts etghth report: 

" ... As a starting pomt for these deliberations the Working 
Group used the provisions of 12 draft articles submitted on the 
issue by the Chairman of the Special Committee, in which had 
been incorporated the agreed list (non-exhaustive) of responsi
bilities to be exercised directly by the Security Council as set out 
in the 1973 report of the Spectal Committee."b 

It ~~s understood that, with regard to article 4, paragraph 8, any 
dectswn on whether reports should be oral or wrttten, public or 
restricted, would be taken by the Committee and that the last 
sentence in article 4, paragraph 2, was accepted on the under
standing that it applied to subparagraphs (b) and (c) taken together. 

7. During the consideration of specific questions related to the 
practical implementation of peace-keeping operations, the Working 
Group dectded that the views and suggestions which were received 
foll_owing the Working Group's deciston taken on 12 May 1976, and 
"':htch are reproduced in appendix II to the present report, be 
cuculated for comment to the members of the Special Committee 
which are not members of the Workmg Group and to States which 
have contributed or are contributing personnel for United Nations 
peace-keeping operations. It will be noted that, in the written replies 
received and the oral views expressed, mention was made, inter alia, 
of the possibility of arranging, under the auspices of the United 
Nations, training courses on special problems encountered in 
peace-keeping operations, the preparation of manuals and the 
working-out of guidelines for the establishment of stand-by forces. 

8. The Working Group also authorized the Secretariat, in the 
context of giving further consideration to specific questions related 
to the practical implementation of peace-keeping operations, to 
update working file No. 1 of 15 April 1969 on Material on the 
United Nations military observers established or authorized by the 
Security Council for observation purposes pursuant to Security 
Council resolutions. c 

9. The meetings of the Working Group were held under the 
chairmanship of the Chairman of the Special Committee and the 

c Ibid., Twenty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 35, docu
ment A/7742, annex. 
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four Vice-Chairmen, serving in rotation. The meetings were also 
attended by representatives of some of the members of the Special 
Committee not members of the Working Group, as well as by 
representatives of Member States which had submitted their views 
and suggestions on the questions under General Assembly resolution 
3457 (XXX). They took part in the consideration by the Working 
Group of the issues set forth in that resolution. 

Appendix I 

WORKING DOCUMENT NO. 3 OF THE WORKING GROUP OF 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS 

Title 

Draft formulas for articles of agreed guidelines for 
United Nations peace-keeping operations 

Draft articles of guidelines for further United Nations peace
keeping operations under the authority of the Security Council and 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

Introduction 

The aim of the present draft guidelines is to ensure, by the 
acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that 
peace-keeping operations shall be used in the common interests of 
the United Nations. 

Article 1 

[ l. The Security Council has the authority over the establish
ment, direction and control of peace-keeping operations.] 

2. Responsibilities to be exercised directly by the Council in this 
respect are as follows: 

(a) Authorization; 
(b) Definition of purpose and mandate; 
(c) Kind of advice and assistance required by the Council; 
(d) Duration and related questions; 
(e) Financial arrangements; 
(f) Size (magnitude); 
(g) Authorization for appointment of deputy commanders; 
(h) Ultimate direction and control during the operation; 
(i} Subsequent alterations; 
(i) Agreements with contributing countries (model agreement 

and changes thereto); 
(k) Agreements with host country (including model status of 

forces agreement and changes thereto); 
(I) Approval of roster of potential commanders. 

Article 2 

The Security Council may, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Charter of the United Nations, decide to delegate its authority 
over aspects of peace-keeping operations. 

Article 3 

In matters of peacekeeping all authority shall be exercised in 
conformity with relevant decisions of the Security Council. 

Article 4 

l. The Security Council may, at the time of establishment of a 
peace-keeping operation, decide to establish a committee under 
Article 29 of the Charter in order to assist the Council in the 
performance of its functions. The committee shall be directly 
responsible to the Security Council. 

2. The committee shall consist gf the following: 
(a} The representatives of the five permanent members of the 

Security Council; 
(b) The representatives of five non-peramanent members desig

nated by the Security Council, following a suitable system of 
rotation; 

(c) The representatives of not more than five States designated by 
the Security Council from among those providing military contin
gents or personnel, also following a suitable system of rotation. 

In the composition of the committee equitable geographical balance 
shall be one of the guiding principles. 

3. As a general rule, and unless the committee decides otherwise, 
the representatives of countries where the peace-keeping operation 
is being conducted may attend the meetings of the committee and 
participate in the discussions. 

4. Representatives of countries providing voluntarily on a sub
stantial scale financial and other material contributions such as 
facilities, services and equipment, may be mvited to attend the 
meetings of the committee and participate in the discussions. 

5. The Secretary-General or his representative shall attend the 
meetings of the committee. 

6. The committee shall meet as frequently as necessary for its 
work. It may also be convened at any time at the request of any one 
of its members, the Secretary-General, or the representative of a 
country where a peace-keepmg operation is bemg conducted. 

7. The committee shall report to the Security Council at its 
request In addition, the committee may make special reports, with 
recommendations, if any, on matters regarding the peace-keeping 
operation requiring decision or the attention of the Council. 

8. Decisions of the committee on procedural matters shall be 
made by an affirmative vote of a majonty of the members of the 
committee. There Will be no voting on other issues, and, in the 
absence of unanimity, the views expressed in the committee shall be 
reflected in the reports to the Security Council. 

[For the text of articles 5 to 13, see Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session, Annexes, agenda item 39, 
document A/9827, annex, appendix.} 

Appendix II 

VIEWS AND SUGGESTIONS SUBMITTED BY THE MEMBERS 
OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PEACE-KEEPING OPERA
TIONS AND THOSE STATES WHICH ARE TROOP CON
TRIBUTORS TO UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING OPERA
TIONS REGARDING THE ISSUES PROVIDED FOR IN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 3457 (XXX) 

Austria 

[Original: English} 

Statement made by the representative of Austria on 15 October 
1976 at the meeting of the Working Group of the Special 
Committee on Peace-keeping Operations 

Although Austna is not a member of the Working Group, my 
delegation has always attached great interest to its work not only 
because my country is a member of the Special Committee on 
Peace-keeping Operations but especially since it has contributed for 
many years military and other personnel to the various United 
Nations operations, in particular the United Nations Peace-keeping 
Force in Cyprus, the second United Nations Emergency Force and 
the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force. 

It is widely recognized and appreciated that Umted Nations 
contingents have proved able to fulfil and carry out their tasks and 
goals-under sometimes very difficult circumstances-in a most 
efficient way, and it is with deep regret that we see that the Working 
Group in the 11 years which have elapsed since its establishment has 
unfortunately not been quite as successful as the various United 
Nations Forces have been. Y ct, I think there is a certain hope and 
feeling-taking into account the outcome of the meetings held 
during these last days and the readiness to co-operate expressed by 
all delegations-that this Group can really make progress in 
elaborating and agreeing on guidelines for peace-keeping operations 
which would make some of their aspects more acceptable to some 
Member States of the United Nations. Any possible achievemcnb m 
the work of this Group would also bear on the functioning and 
well-being of the individual man in the field itself-a fact to v:h!Clt 
my country-and I am sure all those which have sent contingent,, to 
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the operatwn theatres-attache; the utmost importance. Tragic 
111cidents and casualties in the past ret1cct the precanous circum
stances under which the mihtary personnel sometimes has to fulfil 
1ts diff1cult duties in the maintenance of peace 111 all our 111terest. 
And 1t is very sad for me to ;tate also that several Austnan; have 
lost theu hves or suffered dismemberment while on duty in the 
Umted Natiom peace services. 

I consider it therefore a' very apprehensibk and Important that a 
second area of work to be carried out by the Working Group has 
been added to their former responsibilitie,, namely, the .'otudy of 
specific matters related to the practical Implementation of peace
keep111g opcratwns. 

I stud1ed very carefully the letters of the d1stingmshed delegations 
of Canada, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Italy and Sweden wh1ch were 
transmitted to you in reply to your letter of 19 May 1976, and I 
would very much appreciate 1t if this statement could also be 
considered as answer to your corresponding letter to the Austnan 
delegation and be rcl1ected in the Workmg Group's report. We w1ll 
make cop1es avaJ!ablc to all delegations present. In an earlier 
commumcatwn to you, dated 31 Augmt 1976, we have already 
C'\presscd our particular interest 111 taking part in the mectmgs of 
this Group. 

One of the primary concerns contained in the letters of the carhcr 
mentioned delegations Is the question of appropriate training of 
peace-keeping personnel. Tins concern is not a recent one but has, 
rather, been put forward dunng many years. I may just recall 
prevwu; proposab set forth in this contc'\t by the d1shngmshed 
representatiVe of Canada and the statement made last Fnday by my 
"teemed Swedish colleague. 

Members of the Umted Natwns contingents have often met 
various difficulties m the fulfilment of their duties due to qu1te 
different operation and employment conditions m companson to 
their home countries. Bes1des, pcaee-kecpmg opcratiom have their 
spec1al 1mphcations v.hieh have to be met by every mdJvJdual man 
111 the field. Therefore, we JOin 111 the concern for an appropnate 
training of such personnel as 1t was expressed m the above
mentwncd letters. I would also like to dra\v the attention of the 
distinguished delegates to the mtroductwn to the Secretary
General's 1974 report on the work of the Organization, 111 which he 
stated: 

"Practical experience has shown that prior trainmg in the 
techniques of peace-keeping is most valuable, especially 111 the 
earhcr stages of a peaee-kcepmg operat1on. I hope, therefore, that 
further progress can be made in mcluding trainmg for Unit<ed 
Nations peacL~keeping in the programmes of natwnal armies of 
Member States. "a 

Up un hi now nothing has been reported to us on the progress 
achieved in implementmg relevant programmes of natiOnal armies of 
Member States. And it IS not sure whether all Member States w1ll 
eventually be in a position to implement such a h1ghly technical 
programme and the appropnate technique'>. On the other hand, 1t b 
one of the prehminary goals of the United Nations to secure a broad 
and eqmtablc geographical representatiOn when establishmg peace
keeping forces. 

Therefore, I would like to suggest orgamzing-under the aeg1s and 
gmdance of the lJnitcd Nations-regional seminars 111 all regional 
groups to guarantee an eff1c1ent and appropriate training of nulitary 
personnel. Member States of all f1vc regional group' have so far 
participated in peace-keeping operations, and I am sure they will be 
ready to provide and share their knowledge and expenenee w1th 
other countries. Austria would be prepared to make avaJ!ablc 'orne 
qualifJCd traimng personnel for these purposes as far as our region is 
concerned. 

After estabhshmg such seminars on a regular basis and scheduling 
the >cmmars themselves, they might wish to eons1dcr an even closer 
co-operation and exchange of v1ews among them which could al'o 
be realized without any maJor difficulties, 1.c., by organizing or 
e'tablishing an interregional training semmar w1th broad and 

a Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. I A. sect. VIII. 

equitable geographical participation as 1t is the goal for the United 
Nations forces themselves. 

TilC Austrian delegation is aware of the wide-ranging aspects of 
this proposal and would only like to submit it to the deliberation of 
the distinguished delegations at an appropriate time. 

Denmark 

[Original: English] 

Memorandum dated 13 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representath•e of Denmark to the United Nations addressed to 
the Chairman of the Special Committee on Peace-keepmg Opera
tions and its Working Group 

The Government of Denmark has always taken a keen Interest m 
the peace-keepmg operat1ons of the lJnited Natwns, as is well 
known to the Committee and to the United Nations as a whole. 
Danish personnel has participated m most of the peace-keeping 
operations and military observer tasks established by the lJnited 
Nations. Moreover, Denmark has demomtrated 1ts awareness of the 
need of these activities by actmg as a voluntary financial contributor 
to several of the peacc-keepmg operations. 

The Danish Government on several occasions, e.g., in 1ts note of 
14 March 1972 to the Secretary-General,b has expressed 1ts deep 
disappomtment that the mandate entrusted to the Special Com
nuttcc on PeacL~h·epmg Operations and its Workmg Group remains 
far from bcmg fulfilled and that in spite of many years of 
deliberations it has not proved possible to work out agreed 
guidelines for carrying out peace-keepmg operations in conformity 
w1th the Charter of the United Nations. 

Denmark adheres firmly to the belief that the peace-keeping 
operatiom of the United Nations are a most significant and 
important tool in the efforts of the Organizatwn to maintain or 
restore international peace and security in accordance with the 
Charter. PeacL~keepmg operatiOns cannot 111 themselves solve polit
ical problems. But they can help to reduce tenswn between 
conl1ietin!! parties and thereby create an atmosphere conducive to 
realistic ncgotlatwns between them. Hence, no efforts should be 
spared 111 the study of or search for ways and means to establish the 
necessary gmdelines for such operations. It is, therefore, important 
that the Spcewl Committee, and especially 1ts principal members, 
strengthen their efforts to overcome the e:-.istmg substantial 
difference concerning the basic politJcal and institutional issues 
involved. 

Parallel to such efforts, the Special Committee and its Working 
Group should, however, in the opmion of the Danish Government, 
devote 1ts attention to considerations of speCific que;twm realted to 
the praclical Implementation of peace-keeping opcratwns, as was 
indicated 111 the mnth report of the Working Groupe and confirmed 
by the General Assembly m 1ts resolutiOn 3457 (XXX). While up to 
now 1t has always been possible to establish peace-keeping activities 
whenever recogmzed need arose, much could be done in the 
practical f1elds to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to 
meet future need' \\ith Jess 1mprov1sation and in a more efficient 
and economic way. In this connexion, the Workmg Group should 
seriously consider the various proposals and suggestions made 
previously by various Member countries, for instance, the working
out of a manual for forthcoming operations, the mitiating of 
traimng of selected personnel from potential participants in United 
NatJons peace-keeping operations, either by the organization itself 
or by individual Member countries, and the working-out of 
E,'llldclines for the establishment of stand-by forces in various 
Member countnes selected on a broad geographical basis. 

ln 1ts consideratiOn of spcc1fic questions 1e!ated to the practical 
implementation of peace-keeping operations, the Working Group 
should take into account the practical expenences denved from 
participation 111 the United Nations peace-keeping operations by 
Member countries. In th1s connexion, Denmark wants to point to 

b See document A/ AC.l21 /L.15 of 17 April 1972. 
c Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 

Annexes, agenda item 51, document A/ I 0366, annex. 
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the special study on the Nordic stand-by forces for United Nations 
peace-keeping operations which was circulated in 1973 in document 
A/SPC/165.d 

Denmark, of course, will always be ready to further share its 
experience of peace-keeping operations with the Working Group. 

Finland 

[Original: English/ 

Letter dated 5 October 1976 from the Permanent Representative of 
Finland to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of the 
Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations and its Working 
Group 

In accordance with her policy of neutrality, Finland supports the 
United Nations as the principal instrument for the maintenance of 
international peace and security. The Government of Finland has 
consistently taken a strong and active interest in the United Nations 
peace-keeping operations by contributing men or money to each of 
the peace-keeping operations undertaken by the United Nations so 
far. Furthermore, the Finnish Government decided in 1968, in close 
c<roperation with the Governments of Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, to establish a stand-by contingent and to make other 
arrangements designed to enable it to respond promptly and 
effectively to any request for its services in a United Nations 
peace-keeping operation. Because of these arrangements, the Finnish 
Government has been ready to act immediately when the Secretary
General has made a request for troops. 

The Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations, established 
by the General Assembly in 1965, has, from its inception, made 
great efforts to fulfil the mandate entrusted to it. Although the 
crucial importance of the peace-keeping activities in endeavours to 
strengthen the United Nations over-all capacity for maintaining 
international peace and security has been widely recognized, the 
political will among Member States is still lacking with respect to 
agreed guidelines for peace-keeping operations. It is natural, 
therefore, that Member States have voiced impatience with this state 
of affairs and have repeatedly expressed the hope that guidelines for 
peace-keeping operations should be agreed upon. My Government 
shares these feelings and expresses the hope that all members of the 
Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations will continue their 
work towards the completion of agreed guidelines. These guidelines 
should, of course, also make it possible to solve the issue of 
financing in a satisfactory manner. 

In General Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX), the Special Com
mittee was also requested to devote its attention to the considera
tion of specific questions related to the practical implementation of 
peace-keeping operations. The Government of Finland also shares 
the view that increased attention should be given to the practical 
operational problems. In particular, note should be taken of the 
practical experiences obtained in the United Nations Emergency 
Force and the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force. All 
our experiences from these, as well as other, peace-keeping 
operations undertaken by the United Nations so far show, inter alia, 
that the immediate availability of the appropriate national contin
gents, as well as adequate preparations in regard to the organization, 
training and use of peace-keeping forces, are of crucial importance. 

The principle of broad geographical representation is essential to 
the political balance of peace-keeping operations, and here some 
progress has been made in recent years. In this context, attention 
should also be paid to the opportunities for the observers and 
contingents from potential participants in all geographical regions to 
obtain the necessary training for peace-keeping work. We therefore 
support the idea expressed earlier that the United Nations be given a 
special role to play in facilitating and co-ordinating the training 
efforts of the potential participating countries. Consideration should 
also be given to such practical aspects of peace-keeping as the 
preparation of manuals on the operational problems relating to 
peace-keeping. 

d Ibid., Twenty-eighth Session, Annexes, agenda item 44. 

The Finnish Government would, in this connexion, hke to draw 
the attention of the members of the Working Group to the special 
study on the Nordic stand-by forces for United Nations peace
keeping operations undertaken jointly by Denmark, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden in October 1972, which is contained in United 
Nations document A/SPC/165.d 

The Government of Finland will be ready to share its experiences 
of peace-keeping operations with the Working Gro11p. 

Greece 

[Original: English/ 

Memorandum from the Charge d'affaires, a.i., of Greece to the 
United Nations addressed to the Chairman of the Special 
Committee on Peace-keeping Operations and its Working Group 

The position of Greece regarding the peace-keeping activities of 
the United Nations was stated on 25 September 1975 before the 
General Assembly at its thirtieth session by His Excelkncy 
Mr. Dimitri S. Bitsios, the Foreign Minister of Greece, who said: 

" ... we attach special importance to the strengthening of the 
role of the United Nations in the maintenance and consolidation 
of international peace and security. The United Nations has 
certainly played a positive role thus far in the prevention of armed 
conflicts, especially in seeing that confrontations were kept 
localized and in promoting the disengagement of opposing sides. 
And I consider it my duty to emphasize most particularly, and to 
express my deepest appreciation for, the way in which the United 
Nations Peace-keeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) has performed 
its functions under very difficult and sometimes extremely 
dangerous conditions."e 

The effectiveness of peace-keeping operations is a matter of 
immediate concern to Greece because of the presence in Cyprus, 
since 1964, of UNFICYP, whose importance has been further 
enhanced by the events of July and August 1974. More generally, 
Greece supports the existence and maintenance of such peace
keeping forces, which constitute a guarantee for international peace 
and security. 

The wider use of peace-keeping forces depends on a more general 
acceptance of the United Nations as a means of maintaining 
international peace and security. On the level of implementation 
there is a real need for protecting unconstrained fulfilment of 
peace-keeping tasks. To this end the establishment of strong and 
therefore mort' effective peace-keeping forces seems advisable, 
espedally as regards more personnel and better equipment. 

It will also be necessary to take adequate measures in order to 
prevent national forces from attacking peace-keeping forces, 
exerting pressure on them or hindering their operations in any way. 
Peace-keeping forces have repeatedly been attacked by national 
forces and suffered human losses. It IS pertinent to recall m this 
context Security Council resolution 359 (1974) of 15 August 1974, 
in which the Council deeply deplored the fact that members of 
UNFICYP had been killed or wounded, demanded that parties 
concerned should fully respect the international status of the United 
Nations Force and emphasized the lundamental principle that the 
status and tl•e safety of the m<~mbers of UNFICYP must he 
respected by the parties under all circumstances. 

The United Nations should react more vigorously to attacks 
against its peace-keeping forces m order to prevent ~. spreading of 
such attacks, which would put in doubt the very U'i'fulnes; of 
peace-keeping bodies. It appears, therefore, that a system of 
immediate, automatic and effective mternational condemnation of 
such attacks IS called for. If such a syo,tem is not adopted, the 
carrying-out of peace-keeping operations hy United Natimn. :ore<:~ 
will becoitte p'oblematic, Member countrif::, \\Ill not cormibute 
forces and the whole peace-keeping system might collapse 

e Ibid., Thi;tieth Session, Plena';), Meetings, 2362nd meeting. 
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Italy 

[Original: English} 

Letter dated 15 July from the Permanent Representative of Italy to 
the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of the Special 
Committee on Peace-keeping Operations and its Working Group 

The Italian Government is convinced, as JS well known, that one 
of the primary objectives of the international community is to 
enable the United Nations to carry out under the best conditiOns 
the safeguarding of peace and international security. 

As the Secretary-General himself has underlined, this is the most 
arduous and delicate role which the world Organization is called 
upon to play. Italy, although not a member of the Working Group, 
has participated actively in the efforts-which, unfortunately, have 
so far produced very little result- to define the so-called "guide
lines". In so doing, we had noted with interest certain, however 
slight, indications of progress which had seemed to emerge from the 
1974 negotiations. Unfortunately, these encouraging signs have not 
been confirmed in the course of this exercise last year. 

For our part, we continue to believe that in order to overcome the 
grave obstacle presented by the divergent views concerning the 
mandates of the Secretary-General and of the Security Council, the 
best way to deal with the problem is to follow an approach which 
should be pragmatic, realistic and flexible at the same time. We see 
no better way, at this juncture, which could enable the Working 
Group to find solutions or formulatwns capable of reconcil10g the 
opposing views put forward until now. With reference to the 
competence of a possible subsidiary organ of the Security Council 
(as referred to in Article 29 of the Charter), the Italian Government 
remains convinced of the necessity to avmd that such a competence 
be defined in too binding or rigid terms. 

The essential goal in this regard is, in fact, to establish adequate 
conditions enabling the United Nations to intervene promptly and 
effectively to restore peace when circumstances anse endangering 
peace. It would therefore be necessary to create a jund1ca\ 
framework sufficiently well outlined so as to supply the United 
Nations organs with the legal rules on the matter and, at the same 
time, sufficiently flexible to enable the same organs to select and 
apply the kind of intervention best suited for emergency Situations. 

While, indeed, it is only fair to recogmze that the peace-keep10g 
operations thus far undertaken have proved particularly effective, 
the impossibility of foreseeing the kind of s1tuations which the 
United Nations might be confrontt>d with 10 the future requires-10 
our opinion-a basic body of rules concern10g the interventions to 
be carried out making good use not only of past expencncc ~which 
should certainly be borne m mind) but also exercising as much 
foresight as possible of what can occur. 

In view of these objectives, we believe that the Working Group 
should, at its next session, strenuously renew 1ts efforts and that all 
parties should give concrete proof of that goodwill and spirit of 
conciliation which, by resolution 3457 (XXX), they pledged to 
make manifest 

In regard to procedure, the Canadian proposal to give preference 
to the practical questions, isolating them from the larger context of 
questions of principle, seems useful to us if the debate on the 
general guidelines continues to reflect the well-known stalemate 
situation. We see in this proposal an attempt to bnng about a 
general agreement on individual practical questiOns. an agreement 
hopefully to be expanded to the more controvcrswlJssucs. 

We contmue to believe that it would be advisable, furthermore, 
that the Special Committee meet as frequently as P')ssible ~nd that 
the Working Group report to it with similar frequency on 1ts work. 

Sweden 

[Original: English} 

Letter dated 23 June 1976 from the Permanent Representative of 
Sweden to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of the 
SpeciLzl Committee on Peace-keeping Operations and its Working 
Group 

The Government of Sweden, in a corresponding answer of 14 
March 1972 and 21 June 1973 to the Secretary-General,f expressed 
its deep disappointment at the fact that the mandate entrusted to 
the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations remained far 
from fulfilment and took the opportunity to urge the principal 
members of the Special Committee to demonstrate the necessary 
degree of political accommodation, and to express the hope that the 
Committee as a whole would subsequently prove able to redeem its 
promise to make a renewed collective effort to break the deadlock. 

As 1s evident from General Assembly resolution 3457 (XXX) of 
10 December 1975, it has not proved possible to realize substantial 
progress towards the completion of agreed guidel10es for carrying 
out peace-keepmg operations. The Swedish Government therefore 
regretfully now has to reiterate the expression of its disappoint
ment. 

The Swedish Government notes the view expressed by the Special 
Committee and its Working Group that more time and greater 
accommodation are required to overcome existing differences. The 
Swedish Government expresses the hope that it will be possible after 
many years of deliberations to overcome the existing differences 
and reach a final agreement on the guidelines. 

The Swedish Government notes that the Special Committee and 
its Working Group intend to devote their attention also to 
consideratiOn of speCJfic questions related to the practical imple
mentation of peace-keeping operation. The Swedish Government 
wishes to express its support for this line of action. Sweden, as a 
country contribut10g military personnel to all United Nations 
peace-keeping operations, considers 1t essential that 10 this context 
note be taken of the practical experiences derived from partici
pation 10 the United Nations peace-keeping operations. All our 
experience from these operations undertaken so far shows that 
adequate preparations in regard to the organization, training and use 
of peace-keeping forces are of vital importance. 

Sweden, like a number of other countries, has already established 
stand-by or similar forces for short notice employment with United 
Nations peace-keepmg operations. One of the basic prerequisites for 
enabling the United Nations to mount effective peace-keep10g 
operations is, no doubt, the existence of such forces. 

Another bas1c prerequisite for the United Nations peace-keepmg 
forces is the immediate availability of specially tramed personnel. 
Only if such personnel is available from different parts of the world 
will it be possible to achieve the desirable broad-based composition 
of the peace-keeping forces. For these reasons, Sweden considers it 
important that more attentiOn be given to the training aspects. In 
our opinion, the United Nations has an Important role to play in 
facilitatmg and co-ordmating such train10g efforts. We hope that a 
study of these problems will pave the way for more tra10ing 
activities, particularly on the practical level. 

We also hope that the speciaJ study on the Nordic stand-by forces 
for United Nations peace-keep10g operations can contribute to the 
furthei work concern10g practical implementatJOn of peace-keeping 
operatJOns. 

Sweden is ready to share 1ts experiences of peace-keeping 
operations with the Workmg Group. 

f See documents A/AC.121/L.l5 of 17 April and A/AC.121/L.20 
of 28 August 1973. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/419 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. The item entitled "Comprehensive review of the 
whole question of peace-keeping operations in all their 
aspects: report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping 
Operations" was included in the provisional agenda of the 
thirty-first session in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item m its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee. 

3. The Special Political Committee considered the item 
at its 32nd to 36th meetings, between 6 and 13 December 
1,976. 

4. The Special Political Committee had before it the 
report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Opera· 
tions (A/31 /337), submitted pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 3457 (XXX). 

5. At the 35th meeting, the representative of Egypt 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.15) sponsored 
by Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, 
Colombia, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, the German 
Democratic Republic, India, Italy, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Peru, Poland, Romania, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia. 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by consensus (see para. 7 below). 

Recommendation of the Special Political Committee 

7. The Special Political Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolution: 

ComprehensiJ•e reFiew of the whole question of 
peace-keeping operations in all their aspects 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2006 (XIX) of 18 February 
1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965, 2249 (S-V) of 
23 May 1967, 2308 (XXII) of 13 December 1967, 
2451 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 2670 (XXV) of 

I Original: English] 
I 14 December 1976] 

8 December 1970, 2835 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 
2965 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 
7 December 1973, 3239 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974 and 
3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1975, 

Hm•ing examined the report of the Special Committee on 
Peace-keeping Operations (A/31/337) and the report sub
mitted to the Special Committee by its Working Group 
(ibid., annex), 

Conscious that there is urgent need for an early agree
ment on guidelines that would govern United Nations 
peace-keeping operations and strengthen the capability of 
the United Nations to respond to future peace-keeping 
needs in an effective manner, 

Noting that limited progress has been made towards the 
completion of agreed guidelines for conducting peace
keeping operations in conformity with the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

Considering that a demonstration of political will and 
greater conciliation remain necessary for an early com
pletion of such agreed guidelines, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee on 
Peace-keeping Operations; 

2. Requests the Special Committee and its Working 
Group to renew efforts and to intensify negotiations for an 
early completion of agreed guidelines for peace-keeping 
operations, in conformity with the Charter of the United 
Nations, before the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly; 

3. Urges members of the Special Committee and its 
Working Group, including the permanent members of the 
Security Council represented therein, to demonstrate polit
ical will and a spirit of conciliation during the negotiations 
to be held in 1977; 

4. Requests the Special Committee to give further 
attention to the consideration of specific questions related 
to the practical implementation of peace-keeping 
operations; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 
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Document No. 

A/SPC/3l/L.15 

A/31/445 

A/C.5/31/85 

General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 OOth plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Special Political Committee in its report (A/31/419, 
para. 7). For the fmal text, see resolution 31/105.1 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/399 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Report of the Special Committee 
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Population of the Occupied Territories" was in
cluded in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly in accordance with Assembly 
resolution 3525 (XXX) of 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee. 

3. The Special Political Committee considered the item 
at its I 7th to 19th, 22nd to 26th and 28th to 32nd 
meetings between I 0 November and 6 December. 

4. The Committee had before it the report of the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Terri
tories (A/31/218), the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/3 1/235 and Add. I and 2) submitted in accordance with 
paragraph 3 of resolution 3525 D (XXX), and the report of 
the Secretary-General ( A/31 /302) submitted in accordance 
with paragraph 12 (d) of resolution 3525 A (XXX) and 
paragraph 2 of resolution 3525 C (XXX). The Committee 
also had before it the following documents: a note verbale 

/Original: English] 
[13 December 1976] 

dated 25 February 1976 from the Mission of the Syrian 
Arab Republic to the Secretariat (A/31/57); a letter dated 
29 March 1976 from the representative of the Syrian Arab 
Republic to the Secretary-General (A/3 1/72 and Corr.I ); 
two letters dated 1 and 3 November 1976 respectively from 
the representative of Israel to the Secretary-General (A/31/ 
303-S/12223 and A/31/307-S/12224); and a letter dated 18 
November I 976 from the representative of Iraq to the 
Secretary-General (A/31/339 and Corr.I). 

5. At the 17th meeting, Mr. Keba Mbaye, the represen
tative of Senegal on the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Popu
lation of the Occupied Territories, introduced the Com
mittee's report. 

6. At the same meeting, the Chairman informed the 
members of the Special Political Committee that he had 
received two requests, one from the representative of the 
Syrian Arab Republic and the other from the representative 
of Israel, that they be given an opporturity to show films 
relating to the item under consideration. 

7. At the 18th meeting, the representative of Senegal 
proposed that the Israeli film should first be shown to the 
Special Committee, which would report to the Special 
Political Committee whether or not it regarded that film as 
covered by the Special Committee's terms of reference. The 

Ann&:~ovo~ IVVVT\ CC: 
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Committee adopted the proposal by a roll-call vote of 66 to 
23, with 16 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Chad, China, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Egypt, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Greece, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mongolia, Mozambique, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Finland, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Bahamas, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, France, Ivory Coast, Japan, Mexico, Nepal, 
Paraguay, Portugal, Singapore, Swaziland, Thailand, Trini
dad and Tobago. 

8. The decision of the Committee was the subject of 
letters dated 12 and 22 November, respectively, from the 
representatives of Israel (A/SPC/31/6) and the Syrian Arab 
Republic (A/SPC/31/8) to the Secretary-General. 

9. At the 19th m~eting, the film entitled "Quneitra: 
death of a city" was shown to the members of the 
Committee. 

10. At the 22nd meeting, the Chairman informed the 
Committee that requests had been received from the 
Secretary-General of the World Peace Council and from the 
Vice-President of the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organi
zation for hearings in connexion with the 1tem, and that 
those requests had been endorsed by the representative of 
the Libyan Arab Republic in two letters dated 10 Novem
ber addressed to the Chairman. The Committee decided to 
accede to those requests and to hear the representatives of 
the two organizations at an appropriate time; however, it 
was subsequently indicated that the representatives had left 
New York and would present their views in written form. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

11. In the course of its deliberations, the Special 
Political Committee considered four draft resolutions, as set 
forth below. 

A. Draft resolution A/SPC/31/L.9 

12. At the 30th meeting, the representative of Bangla
ut:sh introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.9) spon-

sored by Bangladesh, the Central African Republic, Chad, 
the Comoros, Cuba, India, Indonesia, the Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Pakistan and Yugoslavia. 

13. At its 31st meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by a roll-call vote of 102 to 3, with 
4 abstentions (see para. 23 below, draft resolution A). The 
voting was as follows: I 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Por
tugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Israel, Nicaragua, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Colombia, Costa Rica, Liberia, Malawi. 

B. Draft resolution A/SPC/31/L.JO 

14. At the 30th meeting, the representative of Indonesia 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.10) sponsored 
by Bangladesh, the Central African Republic, Chad, the 
Comoros, Cuba, India, Indonesia, the Lao People's Demo
cratic Republic, Malaysia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Uganda, 
the United Republic of Tanzania and Yugoslavia. 

15. At its 31st meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by a roll-call vote of 107 to none, with 2 
abstentions (see para. 23 below, draft resolution B). The 
voting was as follows: 2 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, 
Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, France, German Democratic 

1 The representatives of Malta and Senegal later stated that, had 
their delegations been present when the vote was taken, they would 
have voted in favour of the draft resolution. 

2 The representative of Senegal later stated that, had his dele
gation been present when the vote was taken, it would have voted in 
favour of the draft resolution. 
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Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, 
Guyar.a, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Ro
mania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of 
America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Israel, Nicaragua. 

C Draft resolution A/SPC/31/L.ll 

16. At the 30th meeting, the representative of Pakistan 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.ll) sponsored 
by Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, 
the Gambia, Guinea, India and Pakistan. 

17. On 1 December, the Secretary-General, in ac
cordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, submitted a statement (A/SPC/31/L.13) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

18. At its 31st meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by a roll-call vote of 84 to 3, with 22 
abstentions (see para. 23 below, draft resolution C). The 
voting was as follows:2 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, China, Co
moros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, 
Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, 
Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Israel, Nicaragua, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Colom
bia, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Re
public of, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Malawi, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

D. Draft resolution A/SPC/31 jL.12 

19. At the 31st meeting, the representative of Cuba 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.12) sponsored 
by Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, the Comoros, Cuba, the Gambia, the 
German Democratic Republic, Guinea, India, Malta, 
Pakistan, Uganda and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public. 

20. At the same meeting, the representative of Cuba, on 
behalf of the sponsors, introduced an oral revision to the 
draft resolution, deleting the third preambular paragraph 
which read: 

"Taking note of the findings of the expert engaged by 
the Special Committee to the effect that the city of 
Quneitra has been almost totally destroyed by 'deliberate 
action' of the Israeli forces of occupation before Israel's 
withdrawal from the city in 1974". 

21. On I December, the Secretary-General, in ac
cordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, submitted a statement (A/SPC/31/L.I4) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

22. At its 31st meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as revised, by a roll-call vote of 81 to 2, 
with 26 abstentions (see para. 23 below, draft resolu
tion D). The voting was as follows: 2 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, China, Co
moros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Yemen, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, 
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Israel, Nicaragua. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Colom
bia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Liberia, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 
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Recommendations of the Special Political Committee 

23. The Special Political Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
resolutions: 

Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population 
of the Occupied Territories 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, in particular the principles of sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, 

Bearing in mind the rules of international law concerning 
occupation, in particular the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,3 

1. Strvng(v deplores the measures taken by Israel in the 
Arab territories occupied since 1967 that alter their 
demographic compos1tion or geographical nature, and 
particularly the establishment of settlements; 

2. Declares that such measures have no legal validity and 
cannot prejudice the outcome of the search for the 
establishment of peace, and considers that such measures 
constitute an obstacle to the achievement of a just and 
lasting peace in the area; 

3. Declares further that all legislative and administrative 
measures taken by Israel, including the expropriation of 
land and properties thereon and the transfer of populations, 
which purport to change the legal status of Jerusalem are 
invalid and cannot change that status; 

4. Urgently calls once more upon Israel to rescind all 
those measures and to desist forthwith from taking any 
further measures which tend to change the demographic 
composition, geographical nature or status of the occupied 
Arab territories or any part thereof, including Jerusalem. 

B 

17ze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3092 A (XXVIII) of 7 December 
1973, 3240 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974 and 3525 B 
(XXX) of 15 December 1975, 

Considering that the promotion of respect for the 
obligations arising from the Charter of the United Nations 
and other instruments and rules of international law is 
among the basic purposes and principles of the United 
Nations, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949,3 

3 llnited Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973, p. 287. 

Noting that Israel and those Arab States whose territories 
have been occupied by Israel since June 1967 are parties to 
that Convention, 

Takillg into account that States parties to that Conven
tion undertake, in accordance with article 1 thereof, not 
only to respect but also to ensure respect for the 
Convention in all Circumstances, 

1. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949, is applicable to all the Arab territories occupied by 
Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem; 

2. Deplores the failure of Israel to acknowledge the 
applicability of that Convention to the territories it has 
occupied since 1967; 

3. Calls again upon Israel to acknowledge and to comply 
with the provisions of that Convention in all the Arab 
territories it has occupied since 1967, includmg Jerusalem; 

4. Urges once more all States parties to that Convention 
to exert all efforts in order to ensure respect for and 
compliance with the prov1sions thereof in all the Arab 
territories occupied by Israel since 196 7, including J eru
salem. 

c 

17ze General Assembly, 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations as well as the principles and provisions 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949,3 as well as of other relevant 
conventions and regulations, 

Recalling its resolutions on the subject, as well as those 
adopted by the Security Council, the Commission on 
Human Rights and other United Nations bodies concerned 
and by specialized agencies, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human R1ghts of 
the Population of the Occupied Territories ( A/31/218), 
which contains, inter alia, public statements made by 
leaders of the Government of Israel, 

1. Commends the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Popu
lation of the Occupied Territories for its efforts in 
performing the tasks assigned to it by the General 
Assembly; 

2. Deplores the continued refusal by Israel to allow the 
Special Committee access to the occupied territories; 

3. Ollis again upon Israel to allow the Special Com
mittee access to the occupied territories; 

4. Deplores the continued and persistent violation by 
Israel of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection 
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of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and 
other applicable international instruments; 

5. Condemns, in particular, the following Israeli policies 
and practices: 

(a) The annexation of parts of the occupied territories; 

(b) The establishment of Israeli settlements therein and 
the transfer of an alien population thereto; 

(c) The evacuation, deportation, expulsion, displacement 
and transfer of Arab inhabitants of the occupied territories, 
and the denial of their right to return; 

(d) The confiscation and expropriation of Arab property 
in the occupied territories and all other transactions for the 
acquisition of land involving the Israeli authorities, institu
tions or nationals on the one hand, and the inhabitants or 
institutions of the occupied territories on the other; 

(e) The destruction and demolition of Arab houses; 

·(f) Mass arrests, administrative detention and ill
treatment of the Arab population; 

(g) The ill-treatment of persons under detention; 

(h) The pillaging of archaeological and cultural property; 

(i) The interference with religious freedoms and prac
tices, particularly as manifested most recently in Al-Khalil, 
as well as family rights and customs; 

(j) The illegal exploitation of the natural wealth, re
sources and population of the occupied territories; 

6. Reaffirms that all measures taken by Israel to change 
the physical character, demographic composition, institu
tional structure or status of the occupied territories, or any 
part thereof, including Jerusalem, are null and void, and 
that Israel's policy of settling parts of its population and 
new immigrants in the occupied territories constitutes a 
flagrant violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War and of the 
relevant United Nations resolutions; 

7. Demands that Israel desist forthwith from the policies 
and practices referred to in paragraphs 5 and 6 above; 

8. Reiterates its call upon all States, international 
organizations and specialized agencies not to recognize any 
changes carried out by Israel in the occupied territories and 
to avoid actions, including those in the field of aid, which 
might be used by Israel in its pursuit of the policies of 
annexation and colonization or any of the other policies 
and practices referred to in the present resolution; 

9. Requests the Special Committee, pending the early 
termination of the Israeli occupation, to continue to 
investigate Israeli policies and practices in the Arab terri
tories occupied by Israel since 1967, to consult, as 
appropriate, with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross in order to ensure the safeguarding of the welfare and 
human rights of the population of the occupied territories, 

and to report to the Secretary-General as soon as possible 
and whenever the need arises thereafter; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To render all necessary facilities to the Special 
Committee, including those required for its visits to the 
occupied territories, with a view to investigating the Israeli 
policies and practices referred to in the present resolution; 

(b) To continue to make available additional staff as may 
be necessary to assist the Special Committee in the 
performance of its tasks; 

(c) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports of the 
Special Committee, and of information regarding its activi
ties and findings, by all means available through the Office 
of Public Information of the Secretariat and, where 
necessary, to reprint those reports of the Special Com
mittee which are no lon~r available; 

(d) To report to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session on the tasks entrusted to him in the present 
paragraph; 

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Report of the 
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied 
Territories". 

D 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3240 C (XXIX) of 29 November 
1974 and 3525 C (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of 
the Population of the Occupied Territories (A/31/218), in 
particular section V thereof, entitled "Quneitra", and 
annex III thereto, a report entitled "Quneitra: report on 
nature, extent and value of damage" submitted by a Swiss 
expert engaged by the Special Committee, 

I. Expresses its appreciation of the thoroughness and 
impartiality with which the expert engaged by the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Terri
tories discharged the tasks entrusted to him; 

2. Condemns the massive, deliberate destruction of 
Quneitra perpetrated during Israeli occupation and prior to 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from that city in 1974; 

3. Recognizes that the Syrian Arab Republic is entitled 
to full and adequate compensation, under international law 
and in equity, for the massive damage and deliberate 
destruction perpetrated in Quneitra while it was under 
Israeli occupation, and to all other legal remedies in 
accordance with applicable international law and practice; 
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4. Takes note of the statements made by the represen· 
tative of the Syrian Arab Republic before the Special 
Political Committee, to the effect that his Government 
reserves all rights to full compensation in regard to all 
damages resulting from Israel's deliberate destruction of 
Quneitra, including those not covered by the expert's 
above-mentioned report or not falling within the scope of 
his· assignment; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to complete its 
survey on all the aspects referred to in paragraph 4 above 
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special 
Committee with all the facilities required for the com
pletion of the tasks referred to in the previous paragraphs. 

Document No. 

A/31/57 

A/31/72 and Corr.1 

A/31/218 

ACfiON TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its lOlst plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions A to D submitted by the Special Political Committee in its report 
(A/31/399, para. 23). Draft resolution A was adopted by a recorded vote of 129 to 3, 
with 4 abstentions; draft resolution B by a recorded vote of 134 to none, with 
2 &bstentions; draft resolution C by a recorded vote of 100 to 5, with 30 abstentions; and 
draft resolution D by a recorded vote of 97 votes to 3, with 36 abstentions. For the final 
text, see resolutions 31/106 A to D.4 

4 See Officitll Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/231 AND ADD. I 

Report of the Second Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31/231 

PART I 

[Original: English/ 
[28 September 1976/ 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled: 

"United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment: 

"(a) Report of the Conference on its fourth session; 
"(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board; 
"(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 
"(d) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secre

tary-General" 

and to allocate subitems (a), (b) and (c) to the Second 
Committee; subitem (d) would be considered in plenary 
meetings. The Assembly also recommended that the Second 
Committee should consider the question of the enlargement 
of the Trade and Development Board and report thereon as 
a matter of priority. 

2. At its 2nd meeting, on 27 September, the Second 
Committee considered the question of the amendments to 
General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964 as amended by Assembly resolution 2904 (XXVIT) of 
26 September 1972, which had been recommended by the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 
section I, paragraph 5, of its resolution 90 (IV) of 30 May 
1976 (see TD/217, part one, sect. A). The Committee had 
before it a draft resolution proposed by the Chairman 
(A/C.2/31/L6), which he orally revised by inserting the 
words "section I, paragraph 5, of' between the words 
"Having considered" and the words "resolution 90 (IV)", 
so that the preambular paragraph read as follows: 

"Having considered section I, paragraph 5, of resolution 
90 (IV) relating to institutional issues, adopted by the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
on 30 May 1976". 

3. The Secretary of the Committee made a statement on 
the administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution. 

4. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L6, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 6 below). 

5. Also at the same meeting, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics made a statement. An 
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account of the discussion in the Committee on the item is 
contained in the relevant summary record (A/C.2/31/SR.2). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

6. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Amendments to General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) 
as amended by Assembly resolution 2904 (XXVII) 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered section I, paragraph 5, of resolution 
90 (IV) relating to institutional issues, adopted by the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development on 
30 May 1976, 

1. Decides to replace paragraphs 5, 7 and 8 of section II 
of its resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 1964, as 
amended by resolution 2904 (XXVII) of 26 September 
1972, by the following: 

"5. Membership of the Board shall be open to all 
members of the Conference. Those members of the 
Conference wishing to become members of the Board 
shall communicate their intention to do so, in writing, to 
the Secretary-General of the Conference. 

" 

"7. The Secretary-General of the Conference shall 
bring the communications referred to in paragraph 5 
above to the attention of the President of the Board, 
who, at the commencement of the following regular, 
special or resumed session of the Board, or during such 
session as the case may be, shall announce the member
ship of the Board. Membership of the Board shall be for 
an indefinite period, subject to the provisions of para
graph 8 below. 

"8. Any member of the Board which wishes to 
relinquish its membership shall inform the Secretary
General of the Conference, in writing, of its intention to 
do so. The Secretary-General of the Conference shall 
bring such communications to the attention of the 
President of the Board, who, at the commencement of 
the following regular, special or resumed session, or 
during such session as the case may be, shall announce the 
revised membership of the Board"; 

2. Further decides that the present members of the 
Trade and Development Board shall remain in office until 
the new membership of the Board is established in 
accordance with paragraphs 5 and 7 of resolution 
1995 (XIX) as amended by the present resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/231/ADD.l 

PART II 

[Original: English] 
[17 December 1976] 

1. The Second Committee continued its consideration of 
agenda item 56 at its 45th, 46th, 48th to 54th, 60th to 

62nd, 64th, 67th and 69th meetings, between 17 November 
and 15 December 1976. An account of the discussions of 
the Committee is contained in the relevant summary 
records {A/C.2/3l/SR.45, 46,48-54, 60-62, 64, 67 and 69). 

2. At the 45th meeting, on 17 November, the Secretary
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development made an introductory statement. 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development on its fourth session {TD/217); 

(b) Report of the Trade and Development Board on its 
seventh special session and on the first part of its sixteenth 
session (A/31 I 15 and Corr.l ); 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development on the 
evaluation of the results of the fourth session of the 
Conference {A/31 /276); 

(d) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries {A/31 /197); 

(e) Letter dated 3 October 1976 from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
to the Secretary-General transmitting the text of a state
ment by the Soviet Government on the restructuring of 
international economic relations (A/C.2/31/2); 

(f) Relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
{A/31/3/Add.l (part IV)). 

4. The Committee had before it five draft resolutions, as 
set forth in sections I to V below. 

I 

5. At its 60th meeting, on 6 December, the Committee 
adopted without a vote a draft resolution (A/C .2/31/L.57) 
entitled "Amendment to General Assembly resolution 
1995 (XIX) as amended by Assembly resolutions 
2904 (XXVII) and 31/2: termination of the Interim 
Co-ordinating Committee for International Commodity 
Arrangements", which had been proposed by the Chairman 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution I). 

II 

6. At the 62nd meeting, on 8 December, the represen
tative of Malta, on behalf of the Bahamas, Bahrain, 
Barbados, Cyprus, Fiji, J 21 ,1aica, Madagascar, Maldives, 
Malta, Mauritius, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the Philip
pines, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago and Uganda, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/3l /L.47) entitled 
"Action programme in favour of developing island coun
tries", which he revised by adding, in the third preambular 
paragraph, the word "respectively" after the words 
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"specific action" and the words "countries and in favour 
of' after the words "least developed"; in operative para
graphs 2 and 3, the words "special measures" were replaced 
by the words "specific action". 

7. The sponsors accepted an amendment proposed orally 
by the Federal Republic of Germany, by which the word 
"many" was added before the words "developing coun
tries" in the fourth preambular paragraph. 

8. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.47, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution II). 

9. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of Bulgaria (on behalf also of the Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, 
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics) and the United States of 
America. 

/II 

10. At the 64th meeting, on 10 December, the represen
tative of Mali, on behalf of Afghanistan, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Burundi, Chad, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, the Niger, Paraguay, Rwanda, 
Singapore, Swaziland, Uganda, the Upper Volta and 
Zambia, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.52) 
entitled "Special measures in favour of land-locked de
veloping countries". Botswana and Zaire joined in spon
soring the draft resolution. 

11. The sponsors accepted an amendment proposed by 
the Federal Republic of Germany, by which the words 
"special measures" in the fourth preambular paragraph 
were replaced by the words "specific action". As a 
consequence, the title of the draft resolution was changed 
to read "Specific action in favour of land-locked developing 
countries". 

12. The sponsors also accepted an amendment proposed 
by Colombia, by which the word "developing" was added 
after the word "land-locked" in operative paragraph 4. 

13. Statements in explanation of vote were made before 
the vote by the representatives of the Libyan Arab 
Republic, Mauritania, Kenya, Algeria, Pakistan, France, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Morocco, Nicaragua, India, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Tunisia, Yemen, Iran, Madagascar, the United States of 
America, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Chile, Iraq, China, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Japan, Senegal, Austria, the Ivory Coast, 
Peru, Guinea, the Gambia, Yugoslavia and the Netherlands. 

14. The Committee then voted on draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.52, as orally revised, as follows: 

(a) Operative paragraph 6, on which a separate vote had 
been requested by Pakistan, was adopted by a recorded 
vote of 37 to 3, with 78 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelo-

russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Niger, Paraguay, Poland, Rwanda, Singa
pore, Swaziland, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: India, Kenya, Pakistan. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Burma, Canada, China, Colombia, 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Came
roon, United States of America, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

(b) Draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.52, as a whole, as orally 
revised, was adopted by 85 votes to none, with 15 
abstentions (see para. 26 below, draft resolution III). 

15. Statements in explanation of vote were made after 
the vote by the representatives of Argentina, Bangladesh, 
Greece, Brazil, Bulgaria (on behalf also of the Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, 
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics), Sweden, the Netherlands (on 
behalf of the nine members of the European Economic 
Community), Israel, Thailand, Uruguay, Jordan, the Sudan, 
Romania and Jamaica. 

IV 

16. At the 61st meeting, on 7 December, the represen
tative of the Sudan, on behalf of Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, the Sudan, Uganda and the 
United Republic of Cameroon, introduced and orally 
revised a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.46) entitled "Debt 
problems of developing countries". The changes were the 
following: 

(a) In the third preambular paragraph, the phrase "as 
well as declining real prices of primary commodities 
exported by developing countries" was added after the 
words "exports of developing countries"; 

(b) Operative paragraph 4 (a) (ii), which had read: 

"Multilateral development finance institutions should 
provide programme assistance to each most seriously 
affected country, least developed, island and land-locked 
developing country in an amount no less than its debt 
service payments to these institutions. In the case of 
other interested developing countries, and to the extent 
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sought by such countries, multilateral development fi
nance institutions should provide programme assistance 
to them in an amount no less than their service payments 
to these institutions" 

was replaced by the following text: 

"Multilateral development finance institutions are in
vited to commit new resources in an appropriate form 
within their lending policies and practices which should 
continue to respond increasingly to the needs of the 
developing countries"; 

(c) In operative paragraph 7, the phrase "and requests 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session" was added at the end 
of the paragraph. 

17. At the 67th meeting, on 13 December, the represen
tative of the Sudan, on behalf of the sponsors who now 
included the Central African Republic, Democratic Yemen 
and India, introduced revised draft resolution A/C2/31 / 
L46/Rev.1, which incorporated the changes referred to 
above, and which read as follows: 

"The General Assemb(v, 

" ... [text of the preamble identical with that of the 
the preamble to draft resolution V in paragraph 26 
below], 

"1. Stresses that all these measures should be con
sidered and implemented in a manner not prejudicial to 
the credit-worthiness of any developing country; 

"2. Considers that it is integral to the establishment of 
the New International Economic Order to give a new 
orientation to procedures of reorganization of debt owed 
to developed countries away from the past experience of 
a primarily commercial framework towards a develop
mental approach; 

"3. Affirms the urgency of reaching a general and 
effective solution to the debt problems of developing 
countries; 

"4. Agrees that international action for debt relief 
should include the following: 

"(a) Official debts: 
"(i) Bilateral debt owned to developed countries: 

"a. The least developed, land-locked and island 
developing countries should have their official 
debts converted into grants; 

"b. Other most seriously affected countries 
should receive the same treatment as above, or as 
a minimum, should have their outstanding official 
debts recomputed at the present terms of the 
International Development Association with a 
minimum grant element of 90 per cent; 

"c. Debt relief should also be provided by 
developed bilateral creditors and donors to other 
developing countries seeking relief; 

"(ii) Multilateral debts: 
"Multilateral development finance institutions 

are invited to commit new resources in an 
appropriate form within their lending pohcies and 
practices which should continue to respond in
creasingly to the needs of the developing 
countries; 

"(b) Commercial debts: 
"(i) International agreement should be reached to 

consolidate debts of interested developing coun
tries and to reschedule payments over a period of 
at least 25 years; 

"(ii) The consolidation of commercial debts and the 
rescheduling of payments should be achieved by 
the funding of the commercial debts of the 
interested developing countnes; 

"(iii) A financial facility to refinance the burdensome 
short-term loans such as those contracted in 
recent years should be established for the use of 
interested developing countries; 

"(iv) With respect to commercial debts contracted 
through financial markets or credit institutions 
by developing countries seeking debt relief, two 
possible relief solutions may be applied: 

"a. The Governments of the countries of origin 
of credit institutions should adopt measures to 
persuade these institutions to reschedule or refi
nance the total capital and interest due. This 
refinancing should be made at the lowest market 
rates, or at the original rate, whichever is more 
favourable to the debtor. The amortization 
period should be at le~st the same as for the 
original operation being refinanced at the time of 
such refinancing; 

"b. The grant of a loan and interest subsidy by 
the Governments of the developed creditor coun
tries participating in the rescheduling of the 
official debt of the debtor country for refi
nancing the private financial debts of the coun
try. The amount of this loan should be equivalent 
to the capital and interest due and should be on 
the same conditions established for the re
scheduling of the public debt; 

"5. Further agrees that future debt negotiations 
should be considered within the context of inter
nationally agreed development targets, national develop
ment obJectives and international financial co-operation, 
and debt reorganization of interested developing coun
tries carried out in accordance with the objectives, 
procedures and institutions evolved for the above 
purpose; 

"6. Urges the International Conference on Economic 
Co-operation to reach an early agreement on the question 
of immediate and generalized debt relief of the official 
debts of the most seriously affected, least developed, 
land-locked and island developing countr;es, and on the 
reorganization of the entire system of debt renegotiations 
to give it a developmental rather than a commercial 
orientation; 

"7. Requests the Ministerial Meeting of the Trade and 
Development Board of the United Nations Conference on 
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Trade and Development, to be held in 19 77, to review 
results of negotiations on this question in other forums 
and to reach agreement on concrete measures to provide 
an immediate solution to the debt problems of developing 
countries, and requests the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to 
report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session." 

18. In introducing the draft resolution, the sponsors 
ag_ain orally revised it as follows: 

(a) Operative paragraph 4 was deleted; 

(b) Operative paragraph I became operative paragraph 4; 

(c) In the first part of operative paragraph 5 (formerly 
paragraph 6), the phrase "official debts of the most 
seriously affected, least developed, land-locked and island 
developing countries" was replaced by the phrase "official 
debts of the developing countries, in particular of the most 
seriously affected, least developed, land-locked and island 
developing countries". 

19. Statements in explanation of vote were made before 
the vote by the representatives of the Netherlands (on 
behalf of the nine members of the European Economic 
Community), Sweden, the United States of America, Japan 
and Australia. 

20. The Committee then adopted draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.46/Rev.l, as orally revised, by 92 votes to 1, 
with 28 abstentions (see para. 26 below, draft reso
lution IV). 

21. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of Nicaragua and Bulgaria (on behalf also of 
the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, 
the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, 
Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). 

v 

22. At the 69th meeting, on 15 December, Mr. M.P. 
Lohani, Vice-Chairman of the Committee, on the basis of 
informal consultations, submitted a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.93) entitled "Report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth 
session". At the request of the Vice-Chairman, the represen
tative of the Philippines introduced the draft resolution and 
informed the Committee that it had been revised: operative 
paragraph 13 had been placed at the end of the draft 
resolution and the other paragraphs renumbered ac
cordingly. 

23. The representative of the Philippines, on behalf of 
the States Members of the United Nations which are 
members of the Group of 77, withdrew the draft resolution 
which had been submitted to the Committee in document 
A/C.3/31 /L.44, entitled "Report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth 
session", and which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964, 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, 3201 (S-VI) and 

3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decem
ber 1974 and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, 

"Mindful that Member States agreed by adopting 
resolution 3362 (S-VII) that the aim of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its 
fourth session should be to reach decisions on specific 
issues of interest to developing countries, 

"Recalling further its resolution 3459 (XXX) of 11 
December 1975 in which the Assembly, in.'er alia, urged 
that the United Nations Conference oa Trade and 
Development at its fourth session adopt decisions that 
could be promptly and effectively implemented, 

"Having considered the report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth 
session (TD/217), held at Nairobi from 5 to 31 May 
1976, and the report of the Trade and Development 
Board on its seventh special session and on the first part 
of its sixteenth session (A/31/15 and Corr.l), 

"Recalling also the Declaration and Programme of 
Action' adopted by the Third Ministerial Meeting of the 
Group of 77 at Manila setting out the objectives and 
proposals of the developing countries at the fourth 
session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, 

"Reaffirming the important role of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development in the implemen
tation of resolutions 3201 (S-VI), 3202 (S-VI) and 
3362 (S-VII), 

"Noting with concern that the agreements reached by 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment at its fourth session were limited in nature and 
scope and did not respond adequately to the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) and even less 
to the proposals of the developing countries as set out in 
the Manila Declaration and Programme of Action, 

"Considering that, in view of the inadequacies of the 
above-mentioned agreements, it is all the more necessary 
that the agreements be urgently implemented and further 
elaborated in accordance with the proposals of the 
developing countries, 

"1. Takes note of the report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth 
session and the report of the Trade and Development 
Board on its seventh special session and on the first part 
of its sixteenth session; 

"2. Endorses the decision in resolution 93 (IV) of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
by which the Conference adopted an integrated pro
gramme for commodities, and welcomes the decision of 
the Trade and Development Board to establish the Ad 
Hoc Intergovernmental Committee for the Integrated 
Programme for Commodities; 

1 Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade f!nd 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (Umted 
Nations publication, Sales No. E. 76.li.D.10), annex V (TD/195). 
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"3. Takes note also of the calendar for the preparatory 
meetings and negotiations on individual commodities and 
affirms the importance of concluding them by the end of 
1978; 

"4. Affirms that a fundamental objective of the 
international negotiations on commodities, in accordance 
with Conference resolution 93 (IV) is to improve and 
protect in real terms the purchasing power of the export 
earnings of developing countries from commodities, as 
well as to avoid excessive fluctuations in their prices; 

"5. Welcomes the commitments for contributions to 
the Common Fund announced by a number of countries 
and urges others, in particular developed countries, to 
make specific pledges for contributions to the Fund 
before the commencement of the negotiating conference 
in March 1977; 

"6. Urges the developed countries to respond posi
tively in the preparatory meetings for international 
negotiations on individual products and calls for expedi
tious action on the establishment of the Common Fund 
during the negotiating conference to be held in March 
1977; 

"7. Endorses further Conference resolution 96 (IV) on 
a set of interrelated and mutually supporting measures for 
expansion and diversification of exports of manufactures 
and semi-manufactures of developing countries and in 
particular the agreement, inter alia, on the extension of 
the coverage of the generalized system of preferences and 
on the continuation of the system beyond the initial 
period of ten years and to make it a permanent feature of 
the trade policies of the developed countries; 

"8. Welcomes Conference resolution 97 (IV) on trans
national corporations and expansion of trade in manu
factures and semi-manufactures and urges that the recom
mendations and measures contained therein should be put 
into effect; 

"9. Requests that immediate and concrete agreements 
be reached in the context of the multilateral trade 
negotiations on the set of specific issues identified in 
Conference resolution 91 (IV) and in particular in para
graph 15 of that resolution, as well as on other issues of 
interest to developing countries; 

"10. Takes note of the adoption of Conference reso
lution 94 (IV) dealing with certain aspects of the debt 
problems of the developing countries and requests the 
Trade and Development Board, at its ministerial session in 
1977, to take urgent action in this regard; 

"11. E1zdorses Conference resolution 98 (IV), in which 
the Conference recommended a series of special measures 
in favour of the least developed, land-locked and island 
developing countries and requests all organizations con
cerned within the United Nations system to incorporate 
these recommendations in their activities and implement 
them as a matter or urgency; 

"12. Endorses resolution 150 (XVI) of the Trade and 
Development Board on the transfer of real resources to 

developing countries (see A/31/15, vol. II, annex I) and 
consequently urges all developed countries to meet the 
targets specified therein, especially the 0. 7 per cent target 
for official development assistance; improve the terms 
and conditions of official development assistance; make 
the transfer of resources predictable, continuous and 
increasingly assured; increase substantially the flow from 
multilateral development .institutions to developing coun
tries at the earliest possible date; improve and expand the 
access of developing countries to capital markets as well 
as liberalize the capital flow to developing countries; and 
take all the necessary steps to implement the decision 
forthwith; 

"13. Urges the International Monetary Fund to re
sume the work on the reform of the international 
monetary system and to give in that context special 
consideration to the interests of the developing countries 
and in particular reach an early decision on the link 
between the creation of special drawing rights and 
additional development finance; 

"14. Decides to hold the fifth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 1979 
and requests the Trade and Development Board at its 
seventeenth session to recommend the place, date and 
duration of the meeting, taking into account the offer 
made in this regard by the Government of the Philippines; 

"15. Endorses Conference resolution 89 (IV) and the 
establishment within the Conference of lhe intergovern
mental group of experts which should elaborate the draft 
of an international code of conduct on transfer of 
technology as soon as possible and decides to convene a 
United Nations conference of plenipotentiaries, under the 
auspices of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, to be held early in 1978 to negotiate on 
the draft elaborated by the group of experts, and to 
adopt and conclude an international code of conduct for 
the transfer of technology; 

"16. Welcomes Conference resolution 87 (IV) on the 
strengthening of the technological capacity of developing 
countries and, in particular, the establishment of an 
advisory service within the Conference and resolution 
88 (IV) on industrial property which stresses the impor
tance of the Conference in these fields; 

"17. Endorses Conference resolution 90 (IV) on insti
tutional issues in which the Conference decided, inter 
alia, to strengthen the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development as an organ of the General 
Assembly for deliberations, negotiations, review and 
implementation of international trade and related issues 
of international economic co-operation towards the reali
zation of the objectives of General Assembly resolutions 
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI), 3281 (XXIX) and 
3362 (S-VII); 

"18. Endorses Conference resolution 92 (IV) and 
welcomes the establishment by the Trade and Develop
ment Board at its sixteenth session of the Committee on 
Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries as 
an open-ended main committee of the Board; 
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"19. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to study 
the relevant portions of the Declaration and Programme 
of Action adopted by the Third Ministerial Meeting of the 
Group of 77 at Manila and the Action Programme for 
Economic Co-operation among non-aligned and other 
developing countries adopted by the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 
at Colombo (A/31/197, annex III) and of the report of 
the Conference on Economic Co-operation among De
veloping Countries held at Mexico City (A/C.2/31/7 and 
Add.l) and to submit his recommendations to the 
Committee at its first session for actions to be financed 
from the United Nations budget; 

"20. Endorses Conference resolution 86 (IV) and 
decides to include Arabic among the official and working 
languages of the machinery of the Conference, particu
larly all sessions of the Conference, the Trade and 
Development Board and the main committees, and 
requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to take 
all necessary actions in this regard; 

"21. Welcomes Conference resolution 95 (IV) on trade 
relations among countries having different economic and 
social systems as well as decisions 138 (XVI) and 
139 (XVI) of the Trade and Development Board on the 
creation of intergovernmental groups of experts to 
develop a new dynamic orientation for trade between 
developing countries and socialist countries of Eastern 
Europe (A/ 31 I 15, vo 1. II, annex I); 

"22. Emphasizes the immediate need for the provision 
of increased resources for the secretariat of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development resulting 
from the need to increase the effectiveness of the 
Conference as a main negotiating forum according to 
paragraph 1 (b) of resolution 90 (IV) and from other 
decisions of the fourth session of the Conference and the 
tasks initially assigned under the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977, bearing in mind the exercise of 
greater flexibility in budgetary, financial and administra
tive matters by the Secretary-General of the Conference 
in the utilization of resources; 

"23. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to ensure 
that, in the recruitment of staff, the principle of equitable 
geographical distribution shall be fully implemented; 

"24. Urges all States members of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, in particular the 
developed countries, to implement, through action at the 
national and intergovernmental levels, the resolutions and 
decisions adopted by the Conference at its fourth session 
and by the Trade and Development Board at the first part 
of its sixteenth session and also to continue negotiations 
and reach agreements urgently on the remaining impor
tant issues contained in the Manila Declaration and 
Programme of Action." 

24. The Committee then adopted draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.93 without a vote (see para. 26 below, draft 
resolution V). 

25. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of Colombia, Mexico, Bulgaria (on behalf 
also of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czecho
slovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mon
golia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), Australia, the 
Netherlands (on behalf of the nine members of the 
European Economic Community), Japan, Greece, the 
United States of America and China. 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

26. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to V below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Amendment to General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) as 
amended by Assembly resolutions 2904 (XXVII) and 
31/2: termination of the Interim Co-ordinating Com
mittee for International Commodity Arrangements 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered Trade and Development Board deci
sion 145 (XVI) of 23 October 1976 on the question of the 
terms of reference of the Advisory Committee to the Board 
and to the Committee on Commodities (see A/31/15, 
vol. II, annex I), 

Decides to terminate the Interim Co-ordinating Com
mittee for International Commodity Arrangements and, 
accordingly, to delete the second sentence of paragraph 
23 (a) of section II of General Assembly resolution 
1995 (XIX) of 30 December 1964, as amended by reso
lutions 2904 (XXVII) of 26 September 1972 and 31/2 of 
29 September 1976, so that paragraph 23 (a) will read as 
follows: 

"(a) A committee on commodities which, inter alia, 
will carry out the functions which are now performed by 
the Commission on International Commodity Trade and 
the Interim Co-ordinating Committee for International 
Commodity Arrangements." 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Action programme in favour of developing island countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3338 (XXIX) of 17 December 
1974 in which it invited the executive heads of the 
organizations concerned within the United Nations system 
to intensify their efforts with respect to developing island 
countries, within their fields of competence, 

Recalling further its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation in which it, inter alia, called for special 
measures to be undertaken by developed countries and 
developing countries in a position to do so to assist in the 
structural transformation of the economy of the least 
developed, land-locked and island developing countries, 
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Recalling also resolution 98 (IV) of 31 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (see 
TD/2 I 7, part one, sect. A) in which a series of special 
measures and specific action, respectively, in favour of the 
least developed countries and in favour of the land-locked 
and island developing countries were recommended as 
supplementary action to the general measures applicable to 
all developing countries in the spirit of the Declaration and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order.2 

Recognizing the particular impediments hampering the 
economic development of many developing island coun
tries, especially their difficulties in respect of transport and 
communication, the smallness of their economies and 
markets, their low resource endowment and their heavy 
dependence on a few commodities for foreign exchange 
earnings, 

1. Invites the executive heads of the organizations 
concerned within the United Nations system, in particular 
the United Nations Development Programme, in the conti
nuation of their efforts with respect to developing island 
countries to incorporate in their regional and interregional 
programmes the relevant recommendations contained in 
resolution 98 (IV) of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development; 

2. Urges all Governments, in particular those of the 
developed countries, to lend their support, in the context 
of their assistance programmes, for the implementation of 
the specific action envisaged in favour of developing island 
countries within the framework of their development plans 
and priorities; 

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, a progress report on the 
implementation of specific action in favour of developing 
island countries. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Specific action in favour of land-locked 
developing countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2971 (XXVII) of 14 December 
1972 and resolution 63 (III) of 19 May 1972 of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development,3 

Recalling also its resolutions 3169 (XXVIII) of 1 7 
December 1973 and 3311 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 on 
special measures related to the particular needs of the 
land-locked developing countries, 

Bearing in mind various other resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly and its related organs and by specialized 

2 Genc1al Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI). 
3 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development, Third Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.D.4), annex I.A. 

agencies emphasizing special and urgent measures in favour 
of land-locked developing countries, 

Aware of the need to implement immediately the 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, particu
larly its resolution 98(IV) of 31 May 1976 (see TD/217, 
part one, sect. A) and other related organs of the United 
Nations calling for specific action in favour of land-locked 
developing countries, 

Noting with concern that the problems of the land-locked 
developing countries have not found adequate solutions and 
that concrete and effective operational measures have not 
yet been taken in their favour, 

Noting further that the difficulties faced by the land
locked developing countries, especially their remoteness 
from the sea, impede their active and full participation in 
the world economic life and hamper their development, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, the land-locked countries and the 
specialized agencies, to find ways and means of improving 
the economic situation of the land-locked developing 
countries through the urgent implementation of resolutions 
63 (III) and 98 (IV) of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development; 

2. Calls upon Member State~ and the entire international 
community to give special attention to the trade require
ments of the land-locked developing countries, including 
the possible provision of preferential treatment of their 
goods; 

3. Invites the appropriate organs of the United Nations 
system, as well as the regional development banks, to pay 
special attention to the particular problems of the land
locked developing countries in their assistance to national, 
subregional and regional infrastructural projects related to 
transit; 

4. Urges the developed countries and all others in a 
position to do so to provide technical and/or financial 
assistance in the form of grants or in the form of 
concessional loans on appropriate terms to the land-locked 
developing countries for the construction, improvement 
and maintenance of their transit roads; 

5. Calls upon the Governments of developed and de
veloping countries to invite and urge shipowners, members 
of liner conferences and insurance companies, as far as is 
feasible, to establish freight rates and premiums for the 
land-locked developing countries, whfch will encourage and 
assist the expansion of trade of these countries, and to 
develop promotional rates for non-traditional exports of 
these countries, which will facilitate the opening up of new 
markets and the development of new trade flows; 

6. Invites all Member States and the competent inter
national organizations to assist the land-locked developing 
countries in facilitating the exercise of their right of free 
access to and from the sea. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Debt problems of Jepefoping countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
I May 1974 and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, 

Further recalling resolution 94 (IV) of 31 May 1976 of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(see TD/217, part one, sect. A), 

Noting with grare concern that heavy debt-service pay
ments. current account deficits stemming from maladjust
ments in the world economy, inadequate balance-of
payments support and long-term development assistance, 
coupled with tight conditions and the high cost of loans in 
international capital markets and difficulties of access to 
markets in developed countries for exports of developing 
countries, as well as declining real prices of primary 
commodities exported by developing countries, have, 
among other things, combined to impose a serious and 
critical strain on the import capacity and reserves of 
developing countries, thus jeopardizing their development 
process, 

Aware that the deterioration in the terms of trade of 
developing countries and the high-cost short-term bor
rowing to which they have had to resort recently have 
seriously aggravated their debt burden, 

Colll'inced that the situation facing the developing coun
tries can be mitigated by decisive and urgent relief measures 
in respect of both their official and commercial debts and 
that these measures are essential to restore the momentum 
of growth lost during the economic crisis and to achieve the 
targets of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade,4 

Acknowledging that, in the present circumstances, there 
are sufficient common elements in the debt-servicing 
difficulties faced by various developing countries to warrant 
the adoption of general measures relating to their existing 
debt, 

Recugni:: ing the especially difficult circumstances and 
debt burden of the most seriously affected, least developed, 
land-locked and island developing countries, 

1. Considers that it is integral to the establishment of 
the new international economic order to give a new 
orientation to procedures of reorganization of debt owed to 
developed countries away from the past experience of a 
primarily commercial framework towards a developmental 
approach; 

2. Affirms the urgency of reaching a general and 
effective solution to the debt problems of developing 
countries; 

3. Agrees that future debt negotiations should be con
sidered within the context of internationally agreed de-

4 (;eneral Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV). 

velopment targets, national development objectives and 
international financial co-operation, and debt reorganiza
tion of interested developing countries carried out in 
accordance with the objectives, procedures and institutions 
evolved for the above purpose; 

4. Stresses that all these measures should be considered 
and implemented in a manner not prejudicial to the 
credit-worthiness of any developing country; 

5. Urges the International Conference on Economic 
Co-operation to reach an early agreement on the question 
of immediate and generalized debt relief of the official 
debts of the developing countries, in particular of the most 
seriously affected, least developed, land-locked and island 
developing countries, and on the reorganization of the 
entire system of debt renegotiations to give it a develop
mental rather than a commercial orientation; 

6. Requests the Ministerial Meeting of the Trade and 
Development Board, to be held in 1977, to review the 
results of negotiations on this question in other forums and 
to reach agreement on concrete measures to provide an 
immediate solution to the debt problems of developing 
countries, and requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development _to report 
thereon to the General Acsembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Report of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
DC}'e/opment on its fourth session 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964, as amended,s 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, 
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) 
of 12 December 1974 and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 
1975, 

Mindful that in its resolution 3362 (S-VII) it stated that 
an important aim of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development at its fourth session was to reach 
decisions on specific issues of interest to the developing 
countries, 

Recalling further its resolution 3459 (XXX) of 11 
December 1975 in which it, inter alia, urged all Member 
States to ensure that negotiations at the fourth session of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
were action-oriented, so that the decisions achieved by the 
Conference could be promptly and effectively imple
mented, 

HaPing considered the report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth session 
(TD/217), held at Nairobi from 5 to 31 May 1976, and the 
report of the Trade and Development Board on its seventh 
special session and on the first part of its sixteenth session 
(A/31/15 and Corr.l), 

5 See resolution 2904 (XXVII) of 26 September 1972, resolution 
31/2 of 29 September 1976 and draft resolution I above. 
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Reaffirming the important role of the United Nations of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
Conference on Trade and Development in the realization of ment no later than March 1977; 
the objectives of General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI), 
3202 (S-VI) and 3362 (S-VII), 

Noting with concern that the agreements reached by the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at 
its fourth session were limited in nature and, despite some 
positive results in certain areas, responded only partially to 
the provisions of resolution 3362 (S-VII), 

Noting the Declaration and Programme of Action 
adopted by the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 
77 at Manila,6 setting out the objectives and proposals of 
the developing countries at the fourth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, and the 
view of the developing countries that their objectives and 
proposals were not adequately met at the Conference, 

Considering that the agreements reached at the fourth 
session of the Conference, despite their limited nature, 
should be urgently implemented, for they could give added 
impetus to the efforts of the international community 
towards achievement of the objectives of development, 

Considering fUrther that other concerns of the developing 
countries also deserve the urgent attention of the world 
community, 

I. Takes note of the report of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development on its fourth session 
and the report of the Trade and Development Board on its 
seventh special session and on the first part of its sixteenth 
session; 

2. Endorses resolution 93 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
concerning the integrated programme for commodities and 
urges that the objectives of the integrated programme, as 
enumerated therein, be vigorously pursued; 

3. Welcomes the establishment of the Ad Hoc Inter
governmental Committee for the Integrated Programme for 
Commodities, takes note of the decision by the Trade and 
Development Board on preparatory meetings for inter
national negotiations on individual commodities and urges 
all countries participating in those meetings to respond 
constructively in order to ensure that these meetings be 
concluded no later than February 1978; 

4. Notes that steps have been taken towards the nego
tiation of a common fund, including proposals put forward 
in this regard; 

5. Takes note of the specific contributions to a common 
fund announced by a number of countries and of the 
support to such a common fund expressed by others, 
particularly at the fourth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, and invites the 
countries concerned to consider, if appropriate, making 
specific pledges before the commencement of the nego
tiating conference on a common fund, open to all members 
of the Conference, to be convened by the Secretary-General 

6 Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.II.D.l0), annex V (TD/195). 

6. Endorses further resolution 96 (IV) of 31 May 1976 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment relating to a set of interrelated and mutually 
supporting measures for expansion and diversification of 
exports of manufactures and semi-manufactures of de
veloping countries, in particular the decisions on the 
extension of the coverage of the generalized system of 
preferences to as many products of export interest to 
developing countries as possible and on the continuation of 
the system beyond the initial period of ten years as 
originally envisaged, and requests developed countries to 
consider, as appropriate, making it a continuing feature of 
their trade policies; 

7. Recalls resolution 97 (IV) of 31 May 197 6 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
concerning transnational corporations and expansion of 
trade in manufactures and semi-manufactures, draws the 
attention of the Economic and Social Council and the 
concerned organizations of the United Nations system to 
the recommendations and measures contained therein and 
requests that appropriate consideration be given to means 
of ensuring that transnational corporations make a positive 
contribution to the economic development of developing 
countries; 

8. Recalls resolution 91 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
concerning multilateral trade negotiations and requests that 
immediate and concrete agreements be reached in multi
lateral trade negotiations, particularly on the issues of 
special interest to developing countries, in such a way as to 
secure additional benefits for their international trade; 

9. Takes note of resolution 94 (IV) of 31 May 1976 of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
dealing with the debt problems of developing countries and 
requests the Trade and Development Board at its ministerial 
session in 1977 to review the action taken in pursuance of 
that resolution; 

10. Endorses resolution 98 (IV) of 31 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
recommending a series of special measures and specific 
action, respectively, in favour of the least developed and in 
favour of land-locked and island developing countries, and 
requests all organizations concerned within the United 
Nations system to incorporate the relevant recom
mendations in their activities and implement them as a 
matter of urgency; 

11. Takes note of Trade and Development Board reso
lution 150 (XVI) of 23 October 1976 on the transfer of 
real resources to developing countries (see A/31/15, vol.II, 
annex I); 

12. Urges the International Monetary Fund to continue 
its work on the reform of the international monetary 
system and to give in that context special and urgent 
consideration to the interests of the developing countries 
and to the link between the creation of special drawing 
rights and additional development finance, taking fully into 
account the relevant provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 3362 (S-VII); 
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13. Endorses resolution 89 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
relating to the establishment within the Conference of an 
intergovernmental group of experts which should elaborate 
the draft of an international code of conduct on the 
transfer of technology as soon as possible, and decides to 
convene a United Nations conference under the auspices of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
to be held early in 1978, to negotiate on the draft 
elaborated by the group of experts mentioned above and to 
take all decisions necessary for the adoption of the final 
document embodying the code of conduct for the transfer 
of technology, including the decision on its legal character; 

14. Welcomes resolution 87 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
concerning the strengthening of the technological capacity 
of developing countries and, in particular, the establishment 
of an advisory service within the Conference, as well as 
Conference resolution 88 (IV) of 30 May 1976 on indus
trial property, which recognizes the important role played 
respectively by the Conference and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in this area, and requests them to 
continue their co-operation in this field; 

I 5. Recalls resolution 90 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
relating to institutional issues, and affirms, in the context 
of section I of that resolution, that the functions men
tioned therein should be strengthened in order to increase 
the effectiveness of the Conference as an organ of the 
General Assembly for deliberation, negotiation, review and 
implementation in the field of international trade and 
related issues of international economic co-operation which 
would play a major role in the improvement of the 
conditions of international trade, the acceleration of the 
growth of the world economy, including in particular the 
economic development of developing countries, and in the 
realization of the objectives of Assembly resolutions 
3201 (S-VI), 3202 (S-VI), 3281 (XXX) and 3362 (S-VII); 

16. Endorses resolution 92 (IV) of 30 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
relating to measures of support by developed countries and 
international organizations for the programme of economic 
co-operation among developing countries, and welcomes 
the establishment by the Trade and Development Board at 
its sixteenth session of the Committee on Economic 
Co-operation among Developing Countries, as an open
ended main committee of the Board; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in pre
paring the reports called for in Trade and Development 
Board decision 142 (XVI) of 23 October 1976, to study the 
relevant portions of the report of the Conference on 
Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries, held 
at Mexico City (see A/C.2/31/7 and Add.I), and other 
relevant proposals of the developing countries; 

18. Endorses resolution 86 (IV) of 28 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and 
decides to include Arabic among the official and working 
languages of the machinery of the Conference, particularly 

all sessions of the Conference, the Trade and Development 
Board and its main committees, and requests the Secretary
General of the Conference to take all necessary measures in 
this regard; 

19. Recalls resolution 95 (IV) of 31 May 1976 of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
relating to trade relations among countries having different 
economic and social systems as well as Trade and Develop
ment Board decision 138 (XVI) of 23 October 1976 on the 
identification of trade possibilities in favou1 of developing 
countries which would result from the implementation of 
various multilateral schemes of countries members of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, and decision 
139 (XVI) of 23 October 1976 aimed at developing a new 
dynamic orientation for trade between developing countries 
and socialist countries of Eastern Europe, respecting the 
interests of all parties concerned, as specified in section I of 
resolution 95 (IV); 

20. Emphasizes the need for the provision of adequate 
resources for the secretariat of the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development resulting from the 
relevant resolutions and decisions of the fourth session of 
the Conference, the Trade and Development Board and the 
tasks initially assigned in the programme budget for the 
biennium 1976-1977; 

21. Requests the competent United Nations authorities 
to ensure that, in the recruitment of the staff of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the prin
ciple of equitable geographical distribution is fully ob
served; 

22. Urges all States members of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, in particular the 
developed countries, to implement urgently, through action 
at the national and intergovernmental levels, the agreements 
reached by the Conference at its fourth session and by the 
Trade and Development Board at the first part of its 
sixteenth session, and also to reach early agreement on the 
remaining issues of importance to developing countries; 

23. Decides to hold the fifth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 1979 
and requests the Trade and Development Board at its 
seventeenth session to recommend the place, date and 
duration of the session, taking into account the offer made 
in this regard by the Government of the Philippines. 

* 
* * 

27. The Second Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

The General Assembly takes note of the report of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development on the evaluation of the results of 
the fourth session of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (A/31/276). 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its lOth plenary meeting, on 29 September 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in part one of its report 
(A/31/231, para. 6). For the final text, see resolution 31/2 A.7 

At its 106th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I to V submitted by the Second Committee in part two of its report 
(A/31/231/Add.l, para. 26). Draft resolutions I, II and V were adopted without a vote. A 
separate vote having been requested on operative paragraph 6 of draft resolution III, that 
paragraph was adopted by a recorded vote of 42 to 3, with 84 abstentions; the draft 
resolution as a whole was adopted by a recorded vote of 120 to none, with 7 abstentions. 
Draft resolution IV was adopted by a recorded vote of 99 to 1, with 31 abstentions. For 
the fmal texts, see resolutions 31/2 Band 31/156 to 31/159.7 

At the same meeting, the Assembiy adopted the draft decision recommended by the 
Second Committee in paragraph 27 of part two of its report (A/31/231/Add.l) (see 
decision 31/4197). 

Also at the same meeting, the Assembly, on the proposal of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/453), approved the extension of the appointment of Mr. Gamani Corea as 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development for a 
further three-year term beginning on 1 April 1977 and ending on 31 March 1980 (see 
decision 31/3141 ). 

7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/451 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization: report of the 
Industrial Development Board" and to allocate it to the 
Second Committee. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
22nd, 27th to 29th, 31st to 33rd, 60th, 67th and 68th 
meetings, between 27 October and 14 December 1976. An 
account of the discussion of the Committee is contained in 
the relevant summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.22, 27-29, 
31-33,60,67 and 68). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the Industrial Development Board on the 
work of its tenth session (A/31/16); 

(b) Letter dated I September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31 I 197); 

(c) Relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
(A/31/3/Add.l (part I)). 

I Original: English/ 
{18 December 1976/ 

4. At its 22nd meeting, on 27 October, the Committee 
heard an introductory statement by the Executtve Director 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion. 

5. At its 60th meeting, on 6 December, the Committee 
heard a statement by the Chairman of the Committee to 
Draw Up a Constitution for the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization as a Specialized Agency. 1 

6. At the 67th meeting, on 13 December, the Com
mittee considered a draft resolution proposed by the 
Chairman, entitled "Revision of the Jist of States eligible 
for membership in the Industrial Development Board" 
(A/C.2/3l/L.75), and adopted it without a vote (see 
para. 13 below, draft resolution 1). 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
introduced and orally revised a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31 /L.80) entitled "Committee to Draw Up a Constitution 
for the United Nations Industrial Development Organi
zation as a Specialized Agency". The revisions consisted of 
the insertion, between the first and second preambular 
paragraphs, of a new paragraph reading as follows: 

"Recalling also the framework established by its reso
lutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974 

I The report of the Committee (A/31/405) was before the Second 
Committee under aJ!enda item 66. 
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containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action 
on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and 
international economic co-operation," 

and. in the new fourth preambular paragraph, the deletion 
of the word "further" and the phrase "within the frame
work established under resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 
3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 
December 197 4 containing the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 
1975 on development and international economic co
operation". The Committee had before it a statement of 
the administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution, submitted by the Secretary-General in accord
ance with rule !53 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly (A/C'.2/31/L.90). At the same meeting, the 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.80, as 
orally revised, without a vote (see para. 13 below, draft 
resolution II). 

8. At the 68th meeting, on 14 December, the represen
tative of Pakistan, in his capacity as current Chairman of 
the Group of 77, introduced a revised draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.77 /Rev.l) entitled "Strengthening of opera
tional activities in the field of industrial development". The 
Committee adopted the revised draft resolution without a 
vote (see para. 13 below, draft resolution III). 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
introduced and orally revised draft resolution A/C.2/31/ 
L.81 /Rev.! entitled "Industrial redeployment in favour of 
developing countries". The revisions were the following: 

(a) In the second preambular paragraph, the words "as 
far as possible and to at least 25 per cent" were replaced by 
the words "to the maximum possible extent and, as far as 
possible, to at least 25 per cent"; 

(b) In operative paragraph I, the phrase "concerning the 
redeployment of their industries to the developing coun
tries" was deleted; 

(,') In operative paragraph 2 (a), the phrase "as well as on 
the economic structures and the economic, social and 
security objectives of the developed countries" was re
placed by the phrase "as well as the economic structures 
and the economic, social and security objectives of the 
developed countries, and the principle of permanent sover
eignty of States over thei1 natural resources"; 

(d) ln ope1ative paragraph 4. "thirty-second'' was re
placed by "tlmty-third". 

At the sa!llc mertmg, the Committee adopted draft 
re<;o\ution A/C.2/?. \.' L.Rl/Rev.l, as orally revised, by a 
roll call vote of CJ l to I, with 26 abstentions (sec para. 13 
hell>,,·, drallH''nbtwn IV). The voting was as follows. 

in farour Afghanistan, Algeria. Argentina, Bahamas, 
Bahrair,, Hangladesh, Barbadm,, Benin, Bolivm, Botswana, 

Brazil, Burma, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic 
Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Gh~na, Greece, Guyana, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mali. Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, 
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Japan, Mongolia, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, 
Spain, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

10. Statements in explanation of vote after the vote 
were made by the representatives of Norway (on behalf of 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden), Japan, 
Bulgaria (on behalf of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic 
Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), Austria, Italy, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the United States of America, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
Portugal. 

11. At the same meeting. the Committee considered a 
draft resolution proposed by the Chairman (A/C. 2/ 
31 /L.94 ), entitled "Report of the Industrial Development 
Board", and adopted it without a vote (see para. 13 below, 
draft resolution V). 

12. The representative of India made a statement after 
the adoption of the draft resolution in which he reiterated 
his country's offer to act as host to the Third General 
Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, scheduled to be held in 1979. 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

13. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to V below: 

DRAFT Rl~SOLUTION 1 

Rcl'ision o.t the lists of States eligible for membership 
in the Industrial De~·elopment Board 

The General Assemb(v. 
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Recalling section II, paragraph 4, of its resolution 
2152(XXI) of 17 November 1966 on the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, 

Decides to include Angola and Seychelles in part A of the 
annex to resolution 215 2 (XXI). 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Committee to Draw Up a Constitution for the United 
NatiOns Industrial Del'elopment Organi::ation as a 
StJeciali::cd Agcnc1· 

Tlzc General Assembly, 

Recalling the L1ma Declaration and Plan of Action on 
Industrial Development and Co-operation,2 adopted at the 
Second General Conference of the United Nations Indus
trial Development Organization, particularly the decision 
that the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion should be converted into a specialized agency of the 
United Nations, 

Recalling also the framework established by 1ts resolu
tions 3201 (S-VJ) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974 con
taining the Declaration and the Programme of Action on 
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) 
of 16 September 197 5 on development and international 
economic co-operation, 

Recalling further its endorsement, m sectwn fV of 
General Assembly resolution 3362 ( S- VII), of the recom
mendation to convert the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization into a specialized agency and its 
deciswn to establish an mtergovernmental committee of the 
whole to draw up a constitution for the Umted Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, 

Bearing 111 mind the urgent need to complete the work 
required for the conversion of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization mto a specialized agency, 

Takmg note of the report of the Committee to Draw Up a 
Constitution for the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organi1.ation as a Specialized Agency ,3 

Notmg ll'ith concem that it has not been possible to 
convene the conference of plenipotentiaries, originally 
scheduled to take place in the last quarter of 1976, because 
the Cormmttee has not been able to complete its work, 

I. DC'cidcs to extend the mandate of the Committee to 
Draw Up a Constitution for the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization as a Specialized Agency; 

2. c'a!!s upon the Cmmmttee to accelerate its work so as 
to enable the conference of plenipotentiaries on the 
constitution of the United Nations Industrial Development 
OrganiLation to convene during the second half of 1977; 

2 A/10112, chap. IV. 

3 A/J1 /40), annC\. 

3. Emphasizes the need for all Governments to partici
pate fully in the elaboration of the draft constitution, 
bearing in mind the need for continuity of representation, 
since such participation would contribute positively 
towards facilitating agreement and adoption of such a 
constitution at the conference of plenipotentiaries; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to make the arrange
ments necessary for conver{ing the conference of plenipo
tentiaries during the second half of 1977 at United Nations 
Headquarters. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Strengthening of operational activiti~:s in the (ield 
of industrial dcJ'clopment 

The General Asscmb~r. 

Recalling its resolution 2152 (XXI) of 17 November 1966 
on the United Nations Industrial Development OrganiLation 
and, in particular, the purpose of the orgamLation as 
defined by that resolution, 

Recalling fi1rtlzer the Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order 
contained in its resolution 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, 

Recalling further the Lima Declaration and Plan of 
Action on Industrial Development and Co-operation,4 

adopted by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization at its Second General Conference, 

Recalling also its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 Sep
tember 197 5, in which it, inter aha, endorsed the Lima 
Declaration and Plan of Action and requested all Govern
ments to take individually and/or collectively the necessary_ 
measures and decisions required to implement effectively 
their undertakings in terms of the Lima Declaration and 
Plan of Action, 

Bearing in mind the programme of studJCs and research 
envisaged in the revised programme budget proposals of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization for 
the biennium 1976-1977,5 

Considering that the resources available to the United 
Nations Industrial Development OrganizatiOn should, 111 

accordance with General Assembly resolution 215 2 (XXI), 
be devoted to assisting the developing countries in meeting 
their requirements in the field of industrial development, 

Considering further that these resources should be de
ployed by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization in accordance with the needs of developing 
countries as identified by the Governments of these 
countries themselves, 

Bearing in mind the spirit of its resolutions 2688 (XXV) 
of 11 December 1970 and 31/171 of21 December 1976, 

4 A/10 112, chap. IV. 

5 Sec A/C.S/31/11 and Corr.l. 
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I. Requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization to strengthen 
the operational activities of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization, in particular at the national and 
subregional levels, with a view to enabling it, through an 
enhanced knowledge of the actual problems in the field of 
industrialization faced by the developing countries, to 
provide the Governments of those countries with the types 
of assistance they most urgently need and thereby to help 
focus its programmes more effectively on the specific 
requirements of the developing countries; 

2. Also requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization, in developing 
the programme of studies and research, to take into 
account the results of research and other studies carried out 
by government agencies, universities and other institutions 
in the developing countries, thereby permitting the alloca
tion of a larger proportion of resources to strengthening 
units within the secretariat concerned with the delivery of 
assistance to the developing countries according to their 
requirements and with operational field work; 

3. Further requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization to submit an 
interim report to the Industrial Development Board, and an 
up-dated report through the Economic and Social Council 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session, on the 
measures taken in accordance with the provisions of the 
present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Industrial redeployment in favour of developing countries 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the objectives set forth in section IV of its 
resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, 

Reaffirming the target contained in the Lima Declaration 
and Plan of Action on Industrial Development and Co
operation,6 namely, that the share of developing countries 
in total world industrial production should be increased to 
the maximum possible extent and, as far as possible, to at 
least 25 per cent by the year 2000, 

Concerned about the need in this connexion to accelerate 
substantially the rate of growth of the percentage share of 
the developing countries in total world industrial produc· 
tion, 

1. Urges developed countries to implement fully section 
IV, paragraph 2, of its resolution 3362 (S-VII); 

2. Requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization in this con-

6 A/10112, chap. IV. 

text, in collaboration with the pertinent international 
organizations of the United Nations system and taking into 
account national and international sources, to prepare 
studies which would include: 

(a) Recommendations on an interrelated set of policies, 
taking into account environmental and labour market 
conditions and including financial and trade measures for 
promoting redeployment as well as the economic structures 
and the economic, social and security objectives of the 
developed countries and the principle of permanent sover
eignty of States over their natural resources; 

(b) The identification of specific industries and sectors of 
industries which would be amenable to accelerated re
deployment to developing countries in the context of 
section IV, paragraph 2, of resolution 3362 (S-VII): 

(c) Submission to the Industrial Development Board of 
the results of the above studies for its review and 
recommendations for appropriate action; 

3. Requests the Industrial Development Board to in
clude in its agenda as a regular item the redeployment of 
industries from developed to developing countries; 

4. Further requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session, through the 
Industrial Development Board, a report on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Report of the Industrial Development Board 

The General Assembly 

1. Takes note of the report of the Industrial Develop
ment Board on the work of its tenth session (A/31 /16); 

2. Decides in principle, in accordance with the recom
mendation contained in the report of the Industrial 
Development Board on the second part of its tenth session 
(ibid., part two, paras. 20-22), to convene the Third 
General Conference of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization in 1979 on the basis of the 
mandate proposed in paragraph 70 of the Lima Declaration 
and Plan of Action on Industrial Development and Co
operation ;7 

3. Requests the Industrial Development Board to act as 
an intergovernmental preparatory committee for the Con
ference, beginning with its eleventh session; 

4. Decides to take a final decision on the matter at its 
thirty-second session. 

7 Ibid. 
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At its 1 06th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I to V submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/451, 
para. 13). Draft resolution IV was adopted by a recorded vote of 104 to I, with 27 
abstentions; draft resolutions I, II, III and V were adopted without a vote. For the final 
texts, see resolutions 31/160 to 31/164.8 

8 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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A/31/3/Add.1 (part I) Addendum to the report of the Economic and Social Council (resumed 
sixty-first session) 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3A, chap. V 

A/31 /16 

A/31/l97 

A/C.2/31/L. 75 

A/C.2/31/L. 77 

A/C. 2/31 /L. 7 7 /Rev.1 

A/C.2/31/L.80 

A/C. 2/31 /L.81 
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A/C'.2/31/L.90 

A/C.2/31 /L.94 

A/C.5/31/90 

A/31/459 

A/C.5/31/57 

A/31 /469 

Report of the Industrial Development Board on the work of its tenth 
session 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Ibid, Supplement No. 16 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
sec A/31 /451, paras. 6 and 13, 
draft resolution I 

Replaced by A/C.2/31/L.77/ 
Rev.l 

For the sponsors and the tex I, 
sec A/31/45 I, paras. 8 and 13, 
draft resolution Ill 

Idem, paras. 7 and 13, draft 
resolution II 

Replaced by A/C.2/31/L 81/ 
Rev. I 

Revised draft resolution Fnr the sponsors and the text, 
sec A/31/45 I, paras. 9 and 13, 
draft resolution IV 

Administrative and linancial implications of draft resolution A/C.2/31/ Mimeographed 
LBO: note by the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution II 
submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31 /451 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Establishment of the United Nations Industrial Development Fund 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

sec A/31/45 I, paras. II and 
13, draft resolution V 

Mimeographed 

Sec Official Records of the Gen
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DOCUMENT A/31/361 

Report of the Second Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research: report of the 
Executive Director" and to allocate it to the Second 
Committee. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
17th, 18th, 20th, 21st, and 48th meetings, between 20 
October and 19 November 1976. An account of the 
discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.17, 18, 20,21 and 48). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the Executive Director (A/31/14); 

(b) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (A/31/237). 

4. At the 17th meeting, on 20 October, the Executive 
Director of the Institute made an introductory statement. 

5. At the 48th meeting, on 19 November, the represen
tative of Kenya introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31/L.8) on behalf of Australia, Austria, Bolivia, Canada, 
Ecuador, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, India, 
Iran, Italy, the Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Mali, 
Nepal, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Pakistan, the 

[Original: English/ 
[J3December 1976/ 

Philippines, Poland, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sweden, 
Uganda, Uruguay, Venezuela and the United States of 
America. The representative of Chile stated that his 
delegation sponsored the draft resolution. 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/3l/L.8 without a vote (see para. 7 below). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

7. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

'flze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 

Recalling also its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decem
ber 1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, 

Recalling further its resolution 3403 (XXX) of 28 
November 1975 on the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research, 

Considering its resolution 3362 (S-VH) of 16 Septewhc.r 
1975 which set in motion measures that -~'l'rn1 the ba9JS and 
framework f01 the work of the cornpt>tcnt bodies and 
organizations of the United Nations syskm, 
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l. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(A/31/14); 

identified by the General Assembly at its sixth and seventh 
special sessions and in the relevant decisions of the 
Assembly at its twenty-ninth session; 

2. Invites the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research to continue concentrating its work in the sphere 
of economic and social training and research so as to 
include specific projects on the problems in the areas 

3. Expresses the hope that the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research will have greater and wider 
financial support from Member States and organizations. 

Document No. 

A/31/14 

A/31/237 

A/C.2/31/L8 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 101st plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31 /361, 
para. 7). For the fmal text, see resolution 31/107.1 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 58 which 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Executive Director of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 14 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/361, paras. 5 and 7 

Utho in United Natio111, New York 76-36606-0ctober 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/4ll 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty- first session and to allocate to the 
Second Committee the item entitled: 

"Operational activities for development: 
"(a) United Nations Development Programme; 
"(b) United Nations Capital IJevelopment Fund; 
"(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by 

the Secretary-General: 
"(d) United Nations Volunteers programme: 
"(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
"(j) United Nations Children's Fund; 
"(g) World Food Programme". 

2. At its 25th meeting, on 29 October 1976, the Second 
Committee, on the proposal of the Chairman, decided to 
consider concurrently items 59 (Operational activities for 
development), 68 (Technical co-operation among develop
ing countries) and 67 (Economic co-operation among 
developing countries). 

3. The Committee considered item 59 at its 30th, 36th 
to 44th, 56th, 57th and 59th to 61st meetings, between 
3 November and 7 December 1976. An account of the 

I Original: English/ 
I 15 December 19 76/ 

discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.30, 36-44, 56, 57 and 
59-61). 

4. At the 30th meeting, on 3 November, introductory 
statements were made by the Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme, the Executive Director 
of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities, the Executive Director ad interim of the World 
Food Programme, the Director of the Office for Technical 
Co-operation and the representative of the United Nations 
Volunteers programme. 

5. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a} Chapter VII, section D, of the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council on the work of its organizational 
session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
( A/31 /3); 

(b) Reports of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme on its twenty-first 
(E/5779) and twenty-second (E/5846/Rev.l) sessions: 

Annexes (XXXI) 59 
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(c) Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) (E/5847); 

(d) Report of the Executive Board of UNICEF on the 
expansion of basic services for children in developing 
countries (E/5848), submitted in pursuance of General 
Assembly resolution 3408 (XXX); 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the International 
Year of the Child (A/31/323); 

(j) Report of the Secretary-General on measures and 
modalities to ensure the adequate preparation, support and 
financing of an international year of the child (E/5844); 

(g) Notes by the Secretariat (A/C.2/31 /L.2, L.3 and L.4) 
transmitting the texts of three draft resolutions recom
mended by the Economic and Social Council at its 
sixty-first session to the General Assembly for adoption. 

6. The Committee considered seven draft resolutions 
and a draft decision as set forth in sections I to VIII below. 

7. The Economic and Social Council, in its decision 
164 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, recommended to the General 
Assembly for adoption a draft resolution entitled "Borrow
ing authority of the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme", the text of which was trans
mitted to the Second Committee in a note by the 
Secretariat (A/C.2/31/L.2). 

8. The Committee had before it a statement (A/C.2/31/ 
L.42) of the administrative and financial implications of 
the draft resolution, submitted by the Secretary-General in 
accordance with rule !53 of the rules of procedure of the 
(;eneral Assembly. 

9. At its 57th meeting, on 30 November, the Committee 
adopted the draft resolution contained in document 
A/C.2/31/L.2 without a vote (see para. 26 below, draft 
resolution I). 

II 

10. The Economic and Social Council, in its decision 
165 (LXI) of 4 August 1976. recommended to the General 
Assembly for adoption a draft resolution entitled "United 
Nations Volunteers", the text of which was transmitted to 
the Second Committee in a note by the Secretariat 
(A/C.2/31/L.4). 

11. At its 56th meeting, on 29 November. the Com
mittee adopted the draft resolutiOn contained in document 
A/C 2/31/L.4 without a vote (sec para. 26 below, draft 
resolution II). 

III 

12. The Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 
2022 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, recommended to the Gen
eral Assembly for adoptiOn a draft resolution entitled 
"Expansion of basic services provided by the United 
Nations Children's Fund in develuping countries", the text 

of which was transmitted to the Second Committee in a 
note by the Secretariat (A/C.2/31 /L.3). 

13. At its 56th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution contained in document A/C.2/31/L.3 
without a vote (see para. 26 below, draft resolution III). 

IV 

14. At the 56th meeting, the representative of 
Colombia, on behalf also of the Philippines, introduced a 
draft resolution (A/C.2/31 /1.31) entitled "The United 
Nations Children's Fund". Subsequently, Denmark, Nor
way, Papua New Guinea, Sweden and the United States of 
America joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

15. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.31 without a vote (see para. 26 
below, draft resolution IV). 

v 

16. At the 60th meeting, on 6 December, the representa
tive of Norway, on behalf of Austria, Bangladesh, 
Colombia, Egypt, Greece, India, Iran, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Mali, Morocco, the Netherlands, the Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway. Panama, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, 
TunisJa, the United Republic of Cameroon, Uruguay and 
Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.58) 
entitled "International Year of the Child", and orally 
revised operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution by 
deleting the words "as its co-ordinator" at the end of the 
paragraph and replacing them with the words "to be 
responsible for its co-ordination". Subsequently, Bolivia, 
Chad, Mauritania, the Sudan and Uganda joined in sponsor
ing the draft resolution. 

17. At the 61st meeting, on 7 December, the representa
tive of Norway, on behalf of the sponsors, further orally 
revised the draft resolution by adding two paragraphs at the 
end of the preamble reading as follows: 

"Beliering that administrative costs for the inter
national year should be kept to the minimum necessary, 

"Taking note of the statement made by the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Children's Fund before 
the Second Committee (60th meeting)". 

He also added the following words to the end of operative 
paragraph 9: "and the level of contributions pledged". 

18. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /1.58, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution V). 

19. Statements in connexion with the adoption of the 
draft resolution were made by the representatives of 
Canada, Poland, Chile, Italy, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Japan, Ireland, China, the 
Netherlands and Denmark. 

VI 

20. At the 59th meeting, on 3 December, the representa
tive of the Philippines, on behalf of Bangladesh, Ecuador, 
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El Salvador, the Gambia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mauri
tania, Mauritius, Nepal, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Para
guay, the Philippines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, 
Tunisia and Uruguay, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.'2/ 
3 I /L.60) entitled "United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities" and orally revised the draft resolution by 
replacing the words "as head of the Fund's secretariat" by 
the words "of the Fund", in operative paragraph 6, so that 
the revised paragraph would read as follows: 

"6. Recommends that the Executive Director of the 
Fund, for purposes of continuity of the programme, 
normally be appointed for a four-year term". 

He also revised operative paragraph 7 by inserting the words 
"on operational matters" after the words "collaboration 
and co-operation". 

2 I. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/3 I /L.60, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution VI). 

VII 

22. At the 60th meeting, the representative of Denmark, 
on behalf of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Finland, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Norway, Paki
stan, the Philippines and Sweden, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/3I/L.56) entitled "Operational activities 
for development". Subsequently, Uganda Joined in sponsor
ing the draft resolution. 

23. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.56 without a vote (sec para. 26 
below, draft resolution VII). 

24. Statements in connexion with the adoption of the 
draft resolution were made by the representatives of Sri 
Lanka and China. 

VIII 

25. At the 60th meeting, the Committee considered a 
draft decision proposed by the Chairman (A/C.2/31/L.73) 
concerning the United Nations Capital Development Fund, 
and adopted it without a vote (see para. 27 below). 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

26. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to VII below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Borrowing authori~v of the Administrator of the United 
Nations Del'elopment Programme 

The General Assemb~l'. 

Hal'ing considered the part of the report of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme on 
its twenty-second session relating to the granting of 
short-term borrowing authority to the Administrator of the 
Programme ( E/5846/Rev.l, paras. 46-51 ), 

Recognizing the urgent need for the United Nations 
Development Programme to replenish its Operational Re
serve on a funded basis, fully mobilizable at sight or on 
short notice, to a level sufficient to ensure the financial 
integrity of the Programme, 

Recognizing the urgent need for participating Govern
ments to pay promptly outstanding pledges and obligations 
to the United Nations Development Programme and to 
co-operate fully in measures undertaken by the Administra
tor of the Programme in conjunction with the executing 
agencies to use accumulated currencies, 

Recognizing that, in the meantime, it may prove neces
sary to assist the United Nations Development Programme 
to meet short-term cash requirements, arising exclusively 
out of unavoidable fluctuations between the payment of 
announced voluntary contributions and the immediate cash 
requirements of the Programme in any one year, which 
might jeopardize its approved programme, 

I. Authorizes the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme to grant to the Adminis
trator of the Programme, until the end of 1977 and on a 
case-by-case basis, authority to borrow moneys for the 
purpose stated above and subject to the conditions and 
specifications indicated below: 

(a) In order to borrow, the Administrator shall in each 
case seek the prior approval of the Governing Council at a 
regular or special session; 

(b) The sources from which such funds can be borrowed 
are limited to voluntary-funded trust funds of organizations 
within the United Nations system, provided that the 
borrowing of such moneys shall be made with the agree
ment, where appropriate, of the executive directors of the 
voluntary funds and shall in no way adversely affect the 
operations of the trust funds to which the moneys have 
been contributed or the speedy implementation of the 
programmes concerned, it being understood that borrow
ings shall be made, in the first instance, from trust funds 
under the aegis of the Governing Council: 

(c) The Governing Council shall only grant borrowing 
authority to the Administrator as an exceptional measure 
if, after a thorough examination of the financial situation 
of the Programme on the basis of comprehensive informa
tion provided by the Administrator, it is satisfied of the 
need to borrow and is satisfied also regarding the repay
ment schedules of the anticipated borrowings: such compre
hensive information shall include particulars of the status of 
assessed programme costs, of voluntary contributions, 
including the status of accumulated currencies and shared 
programme costs, of accounts payable and of cash require
ments for completing first-cycle programmes and initiating 
second-cycle programmes. including allocations to pro
gramme and administrative support costs and agency 
overheads; 

(d) Such borrowings shall not be used as a means to raise 
additional funds for the Programme over and above the 
pledged voluntary contributions and other approved in
come for any one year: 
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(e) Repayments shall be made only from the funds 
voluntarily contributed to the Programme and shall be 
effected within 60 days of the borrowing; 

(f) If possible, borrowing should be free of interest, but 
if there is a need to pay interest, the rate paid should be the 
lowest possible and in no case higher than that paid by the 
World Bank for its short-term borrowing and, to the extent 
possible, the interest shall be paid from earned interest; 

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to lend moneys to 
the United Nations Development Programme from ap
propriate voluntary trust funds in his custody for the 
purpose and under the conditions specified in paragraph I 
above, on the understanding, however, that in all such cases 
a consensus decision of the Governing Council of the 
Programme shall be required. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

United Nations Volunteers 

The General Assembly. 

Recalling its resolution 2659 (XXV) of 7 December 1970 
and Economic and Social Council resolution 1966 (LJX) of 
30 July 197 5, 

Noting the expanding role of the United Nations Vol
unteers in the field of domestic development resulting from 
the decision taken by the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme in 1974 to set up a unit 
within the United Nations Volunteers programme to deal 
with the activities in question, 

Aware that the International Secretariat for Volunteer 
Service is in the process of being liquidated under the 
direction of an interim board appointed by the Council of 
the International Secretariat and that it has terminated its 
activities in the field of international volunteer work and 
domestic development services, 

Nottilg that a number of the activities of the International 
Secretariat have already been taken over, at the request of 
the interim board, by the United Nations Volunteers, 

I. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme: 

(a) To develop further and expand the activities of the 
United Nations Volunteers in the field of domestic develop
ment services: 

{b) To ensure that the United Nations Volunteers pro
gramme actively promotes the formation of regional ad
visory groups for domestic development services and 
subsequently co-operates to the fullest possible extent with 
such groups: 

(c) To ensure that the United Nations Volunteers pro
gramme prepares and publishes relevant material on vol
unteer and domestic development services activities; 

2. Appeals to Governments to take into account the 
growing number and widening scope of the activities of the 

United Nations Volunteers and, consequently, to consider 
contributing, or increasing their contribution, as the case 
may be, to the Special Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Volunteers. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION Ill 

Expansion of basic services provided by the United Nations 
Children s Fund in developing countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3408 (XXX) of 28 November 
1975 in which it, inter alia, invited the Executive Board of 
the United Nations Children's Fund to consider in depth 
the matter of basic services for children in developing 
countries, 

Recognizing that the provtston of basic services con
stitutes an important link in the development process, 

Noting that the basic services concept represents the 
extension, to a number of developmental activities benefit
ing children, of the same principles as those adopted by the 
World Health Assembly at its twenty-eighth session held at 
Geneva from 13 to 30 May 197 5 and by the Executive 
Board of the United Nations Children's Fund at its session 
held in New York from 14 to 30 May 1975 t in connexion 
with the approach to be followed in meeting basic health 
needs, 

Convinced that the basic services concept and strategy, 
while providing guidelines for future action by the United 
Nations Children's Fund, ·are equally appropriate for 
adoption by agencies and authorities concerned with the 
promotion of programmes for human development in 
developing countries, 

Stressing the importance of increased international co
operation in support of basic services as a vital component 
of social and economic development, 

Believing that the external assistance required to support 
these services should be within the capacity of the 
international community, 

I. Urges the developing countries to incorporate the 
basic services concept and approach in their national 
development plans and strategies; 

2. Urge's the developed countries and others in a position 
to do so to provide through bilateral and multilateral 
channels, including the United Nations Children's Fund, 
external assistance to supplement the efforts of developing 
countries in launching or expanding basic services benefit
ing children; 

3. Urges the international community to recognize its 
responsibility for increased co-operative action to promote 
social and economic development through its support of 
basic services at the international and the country pro
gramming level. 

I Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty
ninth Session. Supplement No. 6 (E/5698), annex I. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Umted Natwns Children's Fund 

The General Assembly, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 
2021 (LXI) of 4 August I 976, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Board of 
the United Nations Children's Fund on its session held at 
United Nations Headquarters from 17 to 28 May 1976 
(E/5847), 

Deeply concerned about the magnitude of the unmet 
needs of children in developing countries, 

Encouraged by the practical and effective opportunities 
offered for improving the situation of children through the 
expansion of basic services as part of development strategy, 

I. E'ndorses a target for the United Nations Children's 
Fund of $200 million m annual revenue from all sources; 

2. Appeals, with a sense of urgency, to all Governments, 
especially those of the industrialized countries, and other 
potential contributors to increase their contributions to the 
United Nations Children's Fund so that it may rapidly 
augment its assistance to basic services for children. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

International Year of the Child 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on 
measures and modalities to ensure the adequate prepara
tion, support and financing of an international year of the 
child (E/5844), Economic and Social Council decision 
178 (LXI) of 5 August I 976 on an internationl year of the 
child and the additional report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/323) prepared in the light of the discussions in the 
Economic and Social Council, 

Recognizing the fundamental importance in all countries, 
developing and industrialized, of programmes benefiting 
children not only for the well-being of the children, but 
also as part of broader efforts to accelerate economic and 
social progress, 

Recalling in this connexion its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 
24 October 1970 containing the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974 
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action 
on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, and 3362 (S-VII) of I 6 September I 975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Deeply concerned that. in spite of all efforts, far too 
many children, especially in developing countries, are 
undernourished, are without access to adequate health 
services, are missing the basic educational preparation for 
their future and are deprived of the elementary amenities of 
life, 

ConPinced that an international year of the child could 
serve to encourage all countries to review their programmes 
for the promotion of the well-being of children and to 
mobilize support for national and local action programmes 
according to each country's conditions, needs and 
priorities, 

Affirming that the concept of basic services for children is 
a vital component of social and economic development and 
that it should be supported and implemented by the 
co-operative efforts of the international and national 
communities, 

Bearing in mind that the year 1979 wtll be the twentieth 
anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child1 
and could serve as an occasion to promote further its 
implementation, 

Aware that, for an international year of the child to be 
effective, adequate preparation and the widespread support 
of Governments, non-governmental organizations and the 
public will be required, 

BeliePing that administrative costs for the international 
year should be kept to the minimum necessary, 

Taking note of the statement made by the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Children's Fund before the 
Second Committee (60th meeting), 

I. Proclaims the year 1979 International Year of the 
Child; 

2. Decides that the International Year of the Child 
should have the following general objectives: 

(a) To provide a framework for advocacy on behalf of 
children and for enhancing the awareness of the special 
needs of children on the part of decision-makers and the 
public; 

(b) To promote recognition of the fact that programmes 
for children should be an integral part of economic and 
social development plans, with a view to achieving, in both 
the long term and the short term, sustained activities for 
the benefit of children at the national and international 
levels; 

3. Urges Governments to expand their efforts at the 
national and community levels to provtde lasting improve
ments in the well-being of their children, with special 
attention to those in the most vulnerable and particularly 
disadvantaged groups; 

4. Calls upon the appropriate organs and organizations 
of the United Nations system to contribute to the 
preparation and implementation of the objectives of the 
International Year of the Child; 

5. Designates the United Nations Children's Fund as the 
lead agency of the United Nations system responsible for 
co-ordinating the activities of the International Year of the 
Child and the Executive Director of the Fund to be 
responsible for its co-ordination; 

2 General A~semhly resolution 1386 (XIV). 
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6. !nl'ites non-governmental organizations and the public 
to participate actively in the International Year of the Child 
and to co-ordinate the1r programmes for the Year as fully as 
possible, especially at the national level; 

7. Appeals to Governments to make contributions or 
pledges for the International Year of the Child through the 
United Nations Children's Fund to ensure the adequate 
financing of activities for the preparation and carrying out 
of the Year: 

8. !~\presses the lwpe that Governments, non-govern
mental organizations and the public will respond generously 
with contributions to attain the objectives of the Inter
natll)nal Year of the Child and, through the United Nations 
Children's Fund and other channels of external aid, to 
increase substantially the resources available for services 
benefitmg children: 

9. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Children's Fund to report to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session, through the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-third session, on progress in preparing 
for the International Year of the Child, including its 
financing and the level of contributions pledged. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

United Natiolls Fund tor Population Actil'ities 

Tlze Ge11eral Assembly. 

Recalling its resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 
in response to which a trust fund, subsequently named the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, was es
tablished in 1967 by the Secretary-General, 

Recalling further its resolution 3019 (XXVII) of 18 
December 1972 in which it, inter alia, decided to place the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities under the 
authority of the General Assembly and established the 
respect1ve roles relating to the Fund of the Economic and 
Social Council and the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme, 

Nuti11g with satisfaction that the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities has become a most effective and 
viable entity in the United Nations system in the popula
tion field, owing in particular to its increased resources and 
its assistance to the developing countries, 

l. Welcomes the report of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities entitled 
"'PriuntiCS in the future allocation of the resources of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities";3 

2. Takes note of the views expressed on this matter at 
the twenty-second session of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme (see E/5846/ 
Rev.!, chap. XVI) and at the sixty-first session of the 
Economic and Social Council: 

3. Fndorscs the following general principles to be 
applied in making future allocations of resources; 

} DPil Rb :md C'nrr.l. 

(a) To promote population activities proposed in inter
national strategies, particularly the World Population Plan 
of Action ;4 

(b) To meet the needs of 'developing countries which 
have the most urgent need for assistance in the area of 
population activities in view of their population problems; 

(c) To respect the sovereign right of each nation to 
formulate, promote and implement its own population 
policies: 

(d) To promote the self-reliance of recipient countries: 

(e) To give special attention to meeting the needs of 
disadvantaged population groups: 

4. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Fund for Population Activities to apply the criteria 
for establishing priorities and the other recommendations 
made in his report, taking in to account the decisions made 
by the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme in this regard, in close co-operation with 
the specialized agencies and the regional commissions 
concerned, as appropriate; 

5. f11ritcs Governments tu continue and to increase then 
contributions to the United Natiuns Fund for Population 
Activities m view uf the rapidly increasing needs of 
developing countries for population assistance: 

6. Recommends that the Executive Directur of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities, for pur
poses of continuity of the programme, should normally be 
appointed for a four-year term: 

7. Urges continuing full collaboration and co-operation 
on operational matters between the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Fund for PopulatiOn Activities and the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, as well as between the Executive Director and the 
executive heads of other organs within the United Nations 
system in the field of population. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Operational acth·ities .fin· dCJ'elopment 

The Ceneral Assembly, 

Havi11g cmiSidered the reports of the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Development Programme on its 
twenty-first ( E/ 5779) and twenty-second ( E/5846/Rev.l) 
sessions, as well as the statement of the Administrator of 
the Programme (30th meetmg) and the views expressed 
during the debate on operational activities at the thirty-first 
session, of the General Assembly, 

Reiterating the principle retlected in the consensus on the 
functwns and operations of the United Nations develop
ment system as embodied in the annex to General 
Assembly resolution 2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 

4 E/CONF.60/19 (United pu b!J ca t10n, Sales 
No. I·~ 75.XJIL3), chap. I 
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Endorsing Economic and Social Council resolution 
2024 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, 

Stressing the continued need for a co-ordinated and 
integrated approach to technical co-operation activities 
carried out by the United Nations system according to the 
priorities of the recipient Governments, as weii as General 
Assembly resolution 3405 (XXX) of 28 November I 975 on 
new dimensions in technical co-operation, 

Stressing ji~rther that the implementation of multilateral 
technical co-operation is a common endeavour of the 
organizations and programmes of the United Nations 
system, 

I. Notes with appreciation that, pursuant to Economic 
and Social Council resolution 2024 (LXI), the Administra
tor of the United Nations Development Programme and the 
executive heads of the agencies and programmes members 
of the Inter-Agency Consultative Board are taking steps, in 
a spirit of partnership, to strengthen their mutual co
ordination, both between headquarters and in recipient 
countries, with a view to improving the integration of 
technical assistance in line with the above-mentioned 
consensus; 

2. Requests all organizations of the United Nations 
system to pursue actively their consultations in order to 
develop the measures required to strengthen their co
operation and to ensure, through an efficient United 
Nations development field network, an integrated and 

interdisciplinary approach to operational activities, and 
looks forward to the report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme, to be submitted 
through the Economic and Social Council, on the steps 
taken and results achieved; 

3. Invztes all countries to help promote a properly 
co-ordinated approach to operational activities and to assist 
in the achievement of the dynamic growth of the activities 
of the United Nations Development Programme for 
1977-I981 based on the need for an equitable sharing of 
the total effort required with regard to the level, timeliness 
and usability of voluntary contributions to the Programme. 

27. The Second Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

United Nations Capital Del'e!opmmt Fund 

The General Assembly, recaiiing its resolutions 
2186 (XXI) of 13 December 1966 and 3249 (XXIX) of 
4 December I 974 and having considered the relevant parts 
of the reports of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme on its twenty-first 
(E/5779) and twenty-second (E/5846/Rev.I) sessions, de
cides to preserve the origmal function of the United 
Nations Capital Development Fund until 31 December 
1977, in accordance with the measures set forth in 
paragraph I of Assembly resolution 2321 (XXII) of 15 
December I 967. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31 /3 

A/31/323 

A/C.2/31 /L2 

At its I 06th plenary meeting, on 21 December I 976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I to VII submitted by the Second Committee m its report ( A/31 /4 I I, 
para. 26). For the final texts. see resolutions 31/165 to 31/171." 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted the draft decision recommended by the 
Second Committee in paragraph 27 of its report ( A/31/411) (see decision 31/4205 ). 

5 See OJ.(tcial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Sesswn, Supplement No. ]9. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/415 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled: 

"United Nations Environment Programme: 
"(a) Report of the Governing Council; 
"(b) Report of the Secretary-General; 
"(c) Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements: report of the Secretary-General; 
''(d) Election of the Executive Director" 

and to allocate subitems (a), (b) and (c) to the Second 
Committee. The Assembly decided that subitem (d) 
would be considered in plenary meetings. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
19th to 27th, 32nd, 34th, 45th, 46th and 57th to 61 st 
meetings, between 22 October and 7 December 1976. An 
account of the discussion of the Committee is contained in 
the relevant summary records (A/C.2/31 /SR.19-27, 32, 34, 
45,46 and 57-61 ). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme on the work of its fourth 
session ( A/31/25); 

[Original: English] 
[15 December 1976] 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on material rem
nants of war and their effect on the environment 
(A/31/210); 

(c) Note by the Secretary-General on international con
ventions and protocols in the field of the environment 
(A/31/211); 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on the results of 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 
(A/31/156 and Add.1 and 2, Add.2/Corr.1 and Add.3); 

(e) Report of Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements (A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.l); 

(f) Report of the Committee on Housing, Building and 
Planning on its ninth session, submitted in accordance with 
Economic and Social Council decision 179 (LXI) (E/5758); 

(g) Summary records of the 776th to 780th meetings of 
the Economic Committee of the Economic and Social 
Council (E/ AC.6/SR. 776-780); 

(h) Report of the Secretary-General on criteria governing 
multilateral financing of housing and human settlements, 
which was again before the Committee in accordance with 
the decision taken by the General Assembly at its 2432nd 
plenary meeting, on 9 December 1975 (A/1 0225); 
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(i) Comments on the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/10225), submitted by the World Bank and the United 
Nations Development Programme in response to the deci
sion taken by the General Assembly at its 2432nd meeting, 
on 9 December 1975 (E/5852 and Add.1); 

(j) Comments on the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/10225), submitted by the United Nations Environment 
Programme: note by the Executive Director (UNEP/ 
GC/78); 

(k) Chapter IV, section B, of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council on the work of its organizational session 
for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
(A/31/3); 

(/) Report of the Latin American Regional Meeting on 
Human Settlements: note by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.2/31/5); 

(m) Follow-up action to Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements by the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific: note by the Secre
tary-General (A/C.2/31 /8); 

(n) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting an 
extract from the report of the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning of the Economic Commission for 
Europe on its thirty-seventh session (A/C.2/31/9); 

(o) Letter dated 27 October 1976 from the Chairman of 
the Fifth Committee to the Chairman of the Second 
Committee (A/C.2/31/12), bringing to the attention of the 
Second Committee the report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/31 /227). 

4. At the 19th meeting, on 22 October, the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme 
made an introductory statement and at the 21st meeting, 
on 25 October, the Committee heard a statement by the 
Secretary-General of Habitat: United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements. At the same meeting, Mr. Barnett 
J. Danson, Minister of State for Urban Affairs of Canada 
and President of Habitat, made a statement. 

5. The Committee considered a number of draft reso
lutions and draft decisions as set forth in sections I to XII 
below: 

I 

6. At the 32nd meeting, on 4 November, the represen
tative of the Upper Volta, on behalf of Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Argentina, the Central African Republic, Chad, 
Egypt, India, Iran, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, the Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, the Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines, the Sudan, Tunisia, the 
United Republic of Cameroon, Uganda, the Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia and Zaire, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31/L.14) entitled "United Nations Conference on Deserti
fication". In introducing the draft resolution, the represen
tative of the Upper Volta revised it orally, deleting the 
words "of the Conference" in operative paragraphs 3, 4 and 
5 and the word "working" in paragraph 6, and adding the 
words "to be represented by observers" at the end of 

paragraph 3 (g). Subsequently, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Cyprus, the Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Morocco, Senegal, Togo and Venezuela joined in sponsoring 
the draft resolution, as orally revised. 

7. At the 34th meeting, on 5 November, following a 
statement by a representative of the Secretariat on the 
administrative and financial implications of the draft 
resolution, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/ 
31 /L.14, as orally revised, without a vote (see para. 55 
below, draft resolution I). 

8. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of Israel, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Egypt, the Upper 
Volta and Argentina. 

II 

9. At the 25th meeting, on 29 October, the represen
tative of Canada, on behalf of Australia, Austria, Bolivia, 
Canada, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Ghana, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Norway, the Philippines and Sweden, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.9) entitled "Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements". Subsequently, 
Argentina, Cyprus, Egypt, Grenada, Panama, Turkey, 
Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania joined in 
sponsoring the draft resolution, which read as follows: 

"The General Assemh(v, 

" ... [text of the preamble identical with that of the 
preamble to draft resolutimz II in paragraph 55 beluwj, 

"1. Takes note of the report of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements 
(A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.l ), including the Vancouver 
Declaration on Human Settlements, 1976, the recom
mendations for national action and the resolutions on 
international co-operation; 

"2. Commends the Secretary-General of the Con
ference on the successful preparation and organization of 
the Conference; 

"3. Urges the Governments of all States Members of 
the United Nations to consider, on a priority basis, the 
recommendations for national action contained in the 
report and to take these recommendations into account 
when reviewing theii existing policies and strategies in the 
field of human settlements; 

"4. Calls upon the regional commissions and urges all 
other international organizations within and outside the 
United Nations system to take intensified and sustained 
action in support of national efforts, including assistance 
at the request of Governments in the formulation, design, 
implementation and evaluation of proJects to improve 
human settlements; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, within 
the framework of the regional commissions, regional 
meetings to establish guidelines for the co-ordination, 
within each region, of action to be taken in order to deal 
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with human settlements and to report to the General 
Assembly on the results of their deliberations no later 
than the thirty-second session; 

"6. Takes note of the notes by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.2/31/5 and A/C.2/31/9) containing the reports on 
the regional meetings already held within the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Economic Com
mission for Europe." 

10. At the same meeting, the representative of Poland 
orally proposed an amendment to the draft resolution, 
calling for the insertion of a paragraph in which the General 
Assembly would express its gratitude to the Government 
and people of Canada for their contributions to the success 
of the Vancouver Conference and for their generosity and 
hospitality. 

11. At the 45th meeting, on 17 November, the represen
tative of Canada. on behalf of Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Cyprus, the Dominican Re
public, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Grenada, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, the Philip
pines, Poland, Sweden, Turkey, Uganda and the United 
Republic of Tanzania, introduced a revised draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.9/Rev.1), which Finland, Greece and Sri 
Lanka joined in sponsoring. 

12. In connexion with the revised draft resolution, the 
Committee had before it a statement ( A/C.2/31 /L.l2) of 
the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.9, submitted by the Secretary
General in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, which was also 
pertinent to revised draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.9 /Rev.l. 

13. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.9/Rev.l without a vote (see para. 55 
below, draft resolution II). 

14. Following the adoption of the revised draft reso
lution, statements were made by the representatives of 
China and Israel. 

III 

15. At the 27th meeting, on 1 November, the represen
tative of Saudi Arabia introduced and orally revised a draft 
resolution ( A/C.2/31 /L. 7) entitled "~peciallevy to save the 
biosphere". Subsequently, a revised version was circulated 
as document A/C.2/31/L.7/Rev.l, reading as follows: 

"171e General Assemb~y, 

"Considering that the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations were elaborated for the 
benefit of mankind as a whole, 

"Taking into account the fact that the biosphere has no 
national frontiers and that its abuse may cause serious 
detriment to human, animal and vegetable life on mother 
earth, 

"Recalling that the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme was established in order, inter alia, to tackle the 

crucial problems created by the explosion of the world's 
population, which may double in three or four decades 
and thereby bring about, through hazardous human 
activities to meet the needs of mankind, dangerous 
situations that might become irreversible unless attended 
to at an early stage, 

"Whereas the United Nations Environment Programme 
and the United Nations organs and the specialized 
agencies co-operating with it would not be able to cope 
with the global deterioration of the biosphere unless 
adequate financial resources were continuously made 
available for undertaking remedial tasks, 

"Noting that, for many years to come, oil will remain 
the chief source of energy for the achievement of world 
economic progress and that it therefore affects the lives 
of people on a global scale, 

"Noting fttrther that economic progress cannot be 
divested of a multitude of physical factors that are 
harmful to man, unless such factors are eliminated, or 
their impact diminished, to a tolerable degree, 

"1. Appeals to all oil-producing countries to consider 
introducing the levy of a value-added tax of one cent per 
barrel, which though insignificant, would amount to 
between 200 and 300 million dollars per annum, which 
shall be deposited in a special account of the United 
Nations Environment Programme to help save the bio
sphere for mankind; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to initiate consul
tations with the oil-producing countries concerning the 
modalities for the establishment and management of such 
a special account, and to kindly report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session." 

16. At the 45th meeting, on 17 November, on the 
proposal of the representative of Saudi Arabia, the Com
mittee decided not to take a vote on draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.7/Rev.l, on the understanding that the Secre
tariat would take the draft resolution into account in any 
future relevant study. 

17. Following the decision, statements were made by the 
representatives of Argentina, Mexico, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and Sri Lanka. 

IV 

18. At the 45th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
in traduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.l3) entitled 
"Living conditions of the Palestinian people". 

19. At the same meeting, the Assistant Secretary
General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
also made a statement concerning the draft resolution. 

20. At the same meeting, statements were made by the 
representatives of the Ivory Coast, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 
Israel, the Union of Soviet Socialist Reoublics, Egypt and 
China. 



4 General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

21. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.2/31 /L.l3 by a roll-call vote of 102 to 
2, with 25 abstentions (see para. 55 below, draft resolution 
III). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahamas, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic 
Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Indo
nesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mon
golia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Ro
mania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and To
bago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Israel, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua 
New Guinea, Paraguay, Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay. 

22. At the 46th meeting, on 18 November, statements 
concerning the draft resolution were made by the represen
tatives of Japan, India, Spain, the United States of America, 
the Netherlands (on behalf of the nine members of the 
European Economic Community), Jordan, Cyprus, Nepal, 
Mexico, Israel and Papua New Guinea. The observer for the 
Palestine Liberation Organization also made a statement. 

v 

23. At the 58th meeting, on 1 December, the represen
tative of Egypt, on behalf of Bangladesh, Cyprus, Egypt, 
Jamaica, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Republic, New Zealand 
and Sweden, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.23) 
entitled "Report of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme on the work of its fourth 
session", which he orally revised by deleting the words 
"with satisfaction" in operative paragraph 5. 

24. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.23, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 55 below, draft resolution IV). 

25. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of China, 
Italy, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United 
States of America and Brazil. 

VI 

26. At the 58th meeting, the representative of Sweden, 
on behalf of Argentina, Canada, Egypt, Finland, Greece, 
Iran, Jamaica, Kenya, the Philippines, Sweden, the United 
States of America and Venezuela, introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31/L.30), entitled "Institutional arrange
ments for international environmental co-operation". 

27. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.30 without a vote (see para. 55 
below, draft resolution V). 

VII 

28. At the 58th meeting, the representative of the 
Dominican Republic, on behalf of Austria, Bolivia, Canada, 
Chile, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Mexico, Nica
ragua, Panama, Paraguay, Portugal, Spain, the Sudan, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay and Venezuela, 
introudced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.33), entitled 
"Specific measures to meet the need for a decent living 
environment for the most vulnerable groups of society". 

29. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.33 without a vote (see para. 55 
below, draft resolution VI). 

VIII 

30. At the 59th meeting, on 3 December, the represen
tative of Togo, on behalf of Austria, Ecuador, Mali, the 
Niger, Portugal, Senegal, Togo, Tunisia and the United 
Republic of Cameroon, introduced a revised draft reso
lution (A/C.2/31 /L.25/Rev.2) entitled "Collaboration 
between the United Nations and non-governmental organi
zations with regard to world-wide intercommunal 
co-operation". 

31. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.25/Rev.2 without a vote (see 
para. 55 below, draft resolution VII). 

32. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, the 
representative of the United Kingdom made a statement. 

IX 

33. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Canada 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.64) entitled 
"United Nations audio-visual information centre on human 
settlements", which he revised orally, inserting the words 
"for the latter" after the words "Canadian authorities" in 
operative paragraph 4, and adding the phrase "to ensure the 
widest possible use of the material by Governments and 
interested bodies, and calls for a review of the agreement in 
1979" at the end of the paragraph. 

34. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.64, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 55 below, draft resolution VIII). 
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35. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, the 
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
made a statement. 

X 

36. At the 59th meeting, the Committee considered a 
draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.70) entitled "Institutional 
arrangements for international co-operation in the field of 
human settlements", proposed by Mr. M.P. Lohani, Vice
Chairman of the Committee, on the basis of informal 
consultations. Introductory statements on the draft reso
lution were made by the Vice-Chairman and the represen
tative of Canada. 

37. At the same meeting, the representative of Mexico, 
on behalf of Bolivia, Chile, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Uganda, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay and Venezuela, withdrew 
the draft resolution submitted to the Committee in 
document A/C.2/31/L.22/Rev.1 entitled "Institutional 
arrangements for international co-operation on human 
settlements", which read as follows: 

"lhe General Assembly, 

"Recalling the report of the Secretary-General on 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments (A/31/156 and Add.1 and 2, Add.2/Corr.1 and 
Add.3), 

"Recalling also Economic and Social Council reso
lutions 188 2 (LVII) of 31 July 1974, 1914 (LVII) of 10 
December 1974 and 2040 (LXI) of 5 August 1976, as 
well as General Assembly resolution 3327 (XXIX) of 16 
December 1974, on the rationalization of the work of the 
International Habitat and Human Settlements Foun
dation and the work of the Centre for Housing, Building 
and Planning and other elements of the United Nations 
system, 

«Having considered the report of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements 
(A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.1), in particular the annex to 
Conference resolution 1 on programmes for international 
co-operation in the field of human settlements (ibid., 
chap. III), 

"Noting that the Conference had adopted the preamble 
and sections I to IX of the annex to the above resolution 
but had left it to the General Assembly at its thrity-first 
session to take the final decision on the remaining 
section X, concerning the organizational link and location 
of the central human settlements secretariat, 

"Recognizing that the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System is considering proposals that 
would have implications for institutional arrangements 
for international co-operation in the field of human 
settlements, 

"Recognizing also that the momentum generated by 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments should be maintained by the making of decisions 

on the basic and directly related issues at the current 
session, 

"Considering that co-operation in the field of human 
settlements is one of the important means of imple
menting the new international economic order, 

"I. INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODY FOR HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS 

"1. Endorses the preamble and sections I to IX of the 
annex to resolution I adopted by Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements; 

"2. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to 
dissolve its existing Committee on Housing, Building and 
Planning at its sixty-second session, to be held in April 
and May 1977; 

"3. Decides to replace the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning by a Commission for Human 
Settlements, to be composed of 58 members elected by 
the General Assembly initially for a one-year term and 
thereafter for three-year terms, pending the relevant 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System, and on the basis of equitable 
geographical distribution; the Commission shall carry out 
the objectives and functions stipulated in paragraphs 13 
and 14 of the annex to resolution 1 of the Conference 
and shall also be the intergovernmental body for the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foun
dation; 

"4. Decides further that the Commission shall meet in 
1977 and thereafter every year and report annually to the 
General Assembly through the Economic and Social 
Council. 

"II. HUMAN SETTLEMENTS SECRETARIAT 

"1. Decides that Habitat: United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements shall be established as the Secretariat 
unit directly responsible for activities relating to human 
settlements within the United Nations system by consoli
dating the programmes and resources of the Centre for 
Housing, Building and Planning and selected resources 
(see A/31/156/Add.2 and Corr.1, annex II) of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs including 
those of the Office of Technical Co-operation; the Centre 
shall co-operate closely with the Department of Eco
nomic and Social Affairs and shall carry out the respon
sibilities laid down in paragraph 19 of the annex to 
resolution 1 of the Conference, within the terms of 
reference contained in paragraphs 29 to 31 of the annex; 

"2. Decides also that at its thirty-second session, the 
General Assembly will consider the consolidation and 
strengthening of the Centre, as well as the geographical 
integration of the Foundation with the Centre; 

"3. Decides further that the Centre shall be under the 
direction of an Assistant Secretary-General reporting 
directly to the Secretary-General of the United Nations; 
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"4. Decides also to consider the precise location of the 
integrated unit at its thirty-second session, taking full 
account of the restructuring proposals, financial and 
related issues. 

"5. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System to give priority consideration to the 
question of institutional arrangements in the field of 
human settlements within the United Nations system in 
the light of the decisions in paragraphs 1 to 4 of the 
present resolution and of the over-all recommendations 
for international co-operation in this field contained in 
sections I to IX of the annex to resolution 1 of the 
Conference, and to submit its recommendations to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, through the 
Economic and Social Council. 

"IlL REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 

"1. Recommends that the allocation of the consoli
dated and available resources to the various regions 
should be made in the light of the recommendations and 
requirements of the different regions; 

":::!. Recommends further that this question should be 
a priority concern for the Commission for Human 
Settlements at its first session in 1977; 

"3. Requests the regional commissions, the United 
Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations 
Development Programme, as well as global, regional and 
subregional financial institutions, among others, to gJVe 
priority consideration to the questions of technical 
assistance and the funding of human settlements pro
grammes as recommended in paragraphs 9 to 11 of the 
annex to resolution 1 of the Conference. 

"IV. CO-ORDINATION BETWEEN THE PRO-
GRAMMES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

"Recognizing the complexity of the interrelationship 
and interaction between human settlements and the 
environment, 

"Further recognizing the need to establish a .close 
working relationship between the programmes on the 
environment and those on human settlements, 

"1. Decides that the executive heads of the two 
secretariats shall report at each meeting of the inter
governmental body of the other secretariat on the work 
of their own secretariats; 

"2. Also decides that the staff resources of the United 
Nations Environment Programme now devoted to human 
settlements activities shall contmue to remain with the 
United Nations Environment Programme so as to enable 
it to exercise effectively its catalytic and co-ordination 
responsibilities on the environmental aspects of human 
settlements." 

38. In connexion with draft resolution A/C.2/31 I 
L.22/Rev.l, the Committee had before it a revised state-

ment of administrative and financial implications submitted 
by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure (A/C .2/31 /L.32/Rev.l ). 

39. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Kenya, 
on behalf of Egypt and Kenya, withdrew the draft 
resolution submitted to the Committee in document 
A/C.2/31/L.24, entitled "Institutional arrangements for 
international co-operation in human settlements", wh1ch 
read as follows: 

"17ze General Assembly, 

"Recalling that the convening of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements was recom
mended by the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, 

"Recalling also its resolution 3001 (XXVII), 111 which it 
decided to hold a United Nations Conference--Expos1tion 
on Human Settlements, 

"Recalling also its resolution 3131 (XXVIII), in which 
it reaffirmed that the quality of human life must 
constitute the central concern of the Un1ted Nations 
Environment Programme and that therefore the enhance
ment of the total human habitat and the study of 
environmental problems having an immediate impact on 
man should be given the highest priority in the over-all 
programme, 

"Recalling further 1ts resolutiOn 3325 (XXIX), in 
which, inter alia, it provided that the reports of the 
Preparatory Committee for the Conference should be 
submitted by the Secretary-General to the General 
Assembly through the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, 

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements (A/31/156 and Add.1 and 2, Add.2/Corr.l 
and Add.3), 

"Reiterating that the problems of human settlements 
should be dealt with urgently at the national, regional and 
international levels, with a view to improving the quality 
of life of all peoples, particularly in the developing 
countries, 

"Recognizing the close interrelationship and inter
dependence between the natural and the man-made 
(human settlement) environment, 

"I 

"1. Takes note of resolution 1 of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements on pro
grammes for international co-operation in the field of 
human settlements (see A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.l, 
chap. III); 

"2. Reaffirms that it has the ultimate responsibility 
for policy questions relating to human settlements and 
that, under its authority, as stipuloted in Article 60 of the 
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Charter of the United Nations, the Economic and Social 
Council will continue to deal with policy and co-ordi
nation matters; 

"3. Decides that the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme shall be the global 
intergovernmental body for human settlements; 

"4. Decides that the Governing Council of the Pro
gramme, in addition to its mandate in the field of human 
settlements as stipulated in General Assembly resolution 
3327 (XXIX), will have the objectives and functions 
Ilsted in paragraphs 13 and 14 of the annex to reso
lution 1 of the Conference; 

"5. Invites the Economic and Social Council to abolish 
at its organizational session in January 1977 its Com
mittee on Housing, Building and Planning; 

"II 

"1. Decides to establish an effective secretariat as part 
of the United Nations Environment Programme, to serve 
as a focal point for human settlement action and 
co-ordination within the United Nations system; 

"2. Decides also that the head of the secretariat for 
human settlements shall have the rank of Assistant 
Secretary -General; 

"3. Decides also that the secretariat for human settle
ments shall comprise the posts and budgetary resources of 
the following: 

"(a) The United Nations Habitat and Human Settle
ments Foundation; 

"(b) The Centre for Housing, Building and Planning; 
"(c) The Human Settlements Sections of the Division 

of Economic and Social Programmes of the United 
Nations Environment Programme; 

"(d) As appropriate, selected posts and associate re
sources from relevant offices of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs; 

"4. Decides further that the secretariat for human 
settlements, in addition to the present responsibilities of 
the Foundation and the Programme in the field of human 
settlements, shall also have the responsibilities listed in 
paragraph 19 of the annex to resolution 1 of the 
Conference; 

"III 

"1. lnllites the governing bodies of the regional com
missions to consider the establishment in their respective 
regions of intergovernmental regional committees on 
human settlements where such committees do not already 
exist; 

"2. Recommends that the regional committees should 
be established as soon as possible, to co-ordinate their 
activities with the global intergovernmental body for 
human settlements and report to it through their respec
tive regional commissions; 

"3. Recommends further that the responsibility for 
implementing country, subregional and regional pro-

grammes should be gradually entrusted to regional organi
zations; 

"4. Recommends that a proportion of the total human 
and budgetary resources available for human settlements 
activities should be placed at the disposal of the regional 
commissions for their programmes in the field of human 
settlements." 

40. In connexion with draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.24, 
the Committee had before it a statement of administrative 
and financial implications, submitted by the Secretary
General in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure (A/C.2/31/L.66). 

41. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Sierra 
Leone, on behalf of Algeria, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Tunisia and 
Yugoslavia, withdrew the draft resolution entitled "Institu
tional arrangements for international co-operation in 
human settlements", submitted to the Committee in 
document A/C.2/31/L.26, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the report of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements (A/ 
CONF.70/15 and Corr.l), 

"Taking note of Economic and Social· Council reso
lution 2040 (LXI) of 5 August 1976, 

"Bearing in mind that the proposals under discussion in 
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the 
Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System will have far-reaching implications for the system 
as a whole, 

"Reiterating that the problems of human settlements 
should be urgently dealt with at the international, 
regional and national levels with a view to improving the 
quality of life for all peoples, particularly in the de
veloping countries, 

"1. Requests all United Nations bodies concerned, 
particularly the United Nations Development Programme, 
the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
Centre for Housing, Building and Planning, to ensure that 
the recommendations of Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements shall be taken into 
account in their respective programmes related to human 
settlements, and to make. their consultative services and 
resources available, as appropriate, for the implemen
tation of national programmes of action and in strength
ening regional co-operation in the field of human 
settlements; 

"2. Requests the Economic and Social Council and the 
Governing Councils of the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to consider the recommendations of Habitat: 
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements for 
international co-operation, including institutional arrange
ments, and submit their views thereon to the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and 
Social Sectors of the United Nations System; 
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"3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to consider the 
recommendations of the Conference regarding institu
tional arrangements, together with the views of the 
Economic and Social Council, the Governing Councils of 
the United Nations Environment Programme and the 
United Nations Development Programme and the gov
erning bodies of the regional commissions and to submit 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
concrete recommendations on the institutional arrange
ments for human settlements within the United Nations." 

42. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Japan, on 
behalf of Australia, Denmark, Japan, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, withdrew the draft resolution entitled 
"Institutional arrangements for international co-operation 
and human settlements", submitted to the Committee in 
document A/C.2/3I/L.4I, which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments (A/3I/IS6 and Add.l and 2, Add.2/Corr.I and 
Add.3), 

"Taking note also of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2040 (LXI) of 5 August I976, 

"Having considered the report of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements (A/ 
CONF.70/IS and Corr.I), in particular the annex to 
Conference resolution I on programmes for international 
co-operation in the field of human settlements (ibid, 
chap. III), 

"Noting that the Conference had adopted the preamble 
and sections I to IX of the annex to the above resolution 
by consensus but had left it to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-first session to take the final decision on the 
remaining section X, concerning the organizational link 
and location of the central human settlements secretariat, 

"Noting also the report of the Secretary-General on the 
financial implications of the alternative institutional 
arrangements proposed in Conference resolution I 
(A/31/156/Add.2 and Corr.l), 

"Recognizing that the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System is considering proposals that 
would have implications for institutional arrangements 
for international co-operation in the field of human 
settlements, 

"Recognizing also that the momentum of Habitat 
should be maintained, 

"Considering that the most appropriate and effective 
action for dealing with human settlements problems is 
action at the national level, but that national action will 
require to be supported by the international community, 
both at the global and regional levels, 

"1. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE HABITAT CON
FERENCE FOR INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION 

"I. Takes fully into account the preamble and sections 
I to IX of the annex to resolution I of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements; 

"2. Decides to defer until its thlrty-second session any 
final decision on the type of intergovernmental body for 
human settlements and on the organizational link and 
location of the human settlements secretariat, when the 
guidelines from the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System will be in hand, the financial implications 
of alterantive institutional arrangements will be worked 
out and studied in greater depth, and the regional 
constultations will have been completed; 

"II. INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODY FOR 
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

"1. Decides in the interim that the Economic and 
Social Council shall assume responsibility for monitoring 
human settlements activities in the United Nations system 
and for providing the intergovernmental forum for 
continuing the dialogue on human settlements problems; 

"2. Further decides to this end that the Council shall 
hold a special session on the subject at an appropriate 
time during I977 and report to the General Assembly at 
its thlrty-second session; 

"III. HUMAN SETTLEMENTS SECRETARIAT 

"I. Decides that, in the interim period, a Centre for 
Human Settlements shall be established at United Nations 
Headquarters by consolidating the programmes and re
sources of the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning 
and selected resources of the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, including those of the Office of 
Technical Co-operation; the Centre shall carry out the 
responsibilities laid down in paragraph 19 of the annex to 
Conference resolution I within the terms of reference and 
functions set out in paragraphs 29-31; 

"2. Decides also that, in the interim period, the Centre 
for Human Settlements shall be headed by an Assistant 
Secretary-General who shall be nominated by the Secre
tary-General, subject to further review in the light of the 
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System; 

"3. Decides further that, in the interim period, the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foun
dation shall continue to function, as at present, at 
Nairobi, but that its activities shall be co-ordinated with 
those of the Centre for Human Settlements at Head
quarters and of the regional commissions in this field 
under the over-all direction of the interim inter
governmental body, that is, the Economic and Social 
Council, in accordance with Council resolution 
1914 (LVII) of IO December 1974; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General, as an interim 
arrangement, to establish an interagency co-ordination 
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sub-committee on human settlements under the Adminis
trative Committee on Co-ordination, to assist in effecting 
interagency co-ordination between the organizations con
cerned with human settlements, including those at Head
quarters, at Nairobi and in the regional commissions; 

"5. Decides to consider in the second stage, at its 
thirty-second session, the total consolidation, under a 
single administrative structure, of the activities, pro
grammes and resources of the Centre for Human Settle
ments, the United Nations Habitat and Human Settle
ments Foundation and the appropriate section of the 
Division of Economic and Social Programmes of the 
United Nations Environment Programme directly con
cerned with human settlements, with the exception of the 
posts required by the United Nations Environment 
Programme to exercise its responsibilities for the environ
mental aspects and the consequences of human settle
ments planning; 

"6. Decides also to consider at its thirty-second session 
the type of intergovernmental body and the precise 
location of the integrated unit, taking full account of any 
relevant proposals from the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of the 
United Nations System and financial and related issues; 

"IV. REGIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD 
OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

"1. Requests all the relevant United Nations bodies 
concerned with human settlements, including the United 
Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations 
Development Programme, to make their consultative 
services and resources available, as appropriate, towards 
the implementation of national programmes of action and 
in strengthening regional co-operation in the field of 
human settlements; 

"2. Also requests the interim intergovernmental body 
to consider intensification of the programmes of the 
regional commissions dealing with human settlements 
problems and the allocation of a proportion of the total 
human and budgetary resources available within the 
existing institutions to the regional commissions for this 
purpose; 

"V. RESTRUCTURING OF THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL SECTORS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM 

"1. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System to convey to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-third session any conclusions it may 
have reached in the light of its over-all responsibilities 
which might have implications for the institutional 
arrangements for work in connexion with human settle
ments.'' 

43. In connexion with draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.41 
the Committee had before it a statement of administrative 
and financial implications submitted by the Secretary
General in accordance with rule I 53 of the rules of 
----- ..l~--- I A /r" /)I~ 1 IT C.~\ 

44. At the 59th meeting, the Committee agreed that 
since the General Assembly under draft resolution 
A/C.2/31/L.70 would defer until its thirty-second session a 
decision on the possible location of the Habitat unit, and 
since draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.26 had been withdrawn, 
the issuance of a further addendum to the report of the 
Secretary-General submitted in accordance with paragraph 
10 of General Assembly resolution 3438 (XXX) of 9 De
cember 1975 (A/31/156 and Add.1 and 2, Add.2/Corr.1 
and Add.3) was no longer required at the current session. 

45. At the 60th meeting, on 6 December, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.70 without a 
vote (see para. 55 below, draft resolution IX). 

46. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of the United 
Kingdom, Italy, the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Argentina. 

XI 

47. At the 57th meeting, on 30 November, the represen
tative of the Philippines introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.19), entitled "United Nations Habitat and 
Human Settlements Foundation", which he revised orally, 
adding the word "voluntarily" before the words "to 
support" in operative paragraph 4. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 3327 (XXIX) of 16 December 
1974, by which it established the United Nations Habitat 
and Human Settlements Foundation, 

"Recalling further the objectives of the Foundation as 
set out in the annex to resolution 3327 (XXIX), particu
larly with regard to its innovative character, as well as its 
capacity to provide fmancial assistance and contribute 
services, technical assistance, equipment and materials for 
the improvement of human settlements and the manage
ment of the human habitat, 

"Conscious of the need to maintain the institutional 
integrity, flexibility and operational capacity of the 
Foundation in the light of its terms of reference, 

"Bearing in mind the contribution that the Foundation 
could make to promoting and strengthening regional 
co-operation in the field of human settlements, 

"Desirous of promoting greater co-operation between 
the Foundation and the non-governmental organizations 
and appropriate financial or other institutions in imple
menting the objectives of the Foundation, 

"Recognizing the importance of disseminating infor
mation among peoples and Member States and mobilizing 
public opinion in support of the objectives and policies of 
the Foundation, as called for in General Assembly 
resolution 3434 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

"Noting the priority accorded to national action and 
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ment of human settlements, as a result of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements, held at 
Vancouver from 31 May to 11 June 1976, 

"1. Affirms the significant role of the Foundation in 
promoting the implementation of the objectives and 
recommendations of Habitat: United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements; 

"2. Invites the Foundation to promote regional co
operation for the improvement of human settlements, 
and to that end, to strengthen its co-operation with 
regional and national financial and technical institutions 
and with any regional bodies that may be established for 
regional co-operation in the human settlements field; 

"3. Invites non-governmental organizations, financial 
and other institutions, as appropriate, to collaborate with 
the Foundation, to facilitate the effective expansion of its 
services, information activities and programmes for 
human settlements; 

"4. Urges Governments, especially those of developed 
countries, to support the Foundation, to enable it to 
promote the implementation of the objectives and recom
mendations of Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements, within the framework of its func
tions and responsibilities under General Assembly reso
lution 3327 (XXIX); 

"5. Affirms that the Foundation should be appro
priately strengthened so that it may achieve the full 
potential envisaged for it by the General Assembly." 

A revised version of the draft resolution submitted by the 
Philippines (A/C.2/31 /L.l9 /Rev.1) was circulated on 
2 December. 

48. At the 61st meeting, on 7 December, the represen
tative of the Philippines introduced a further revised version 
of the draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.19/Rev.2) which read 
as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 3327 (XXIX) of 16 December 
1974 which sets out in its annex the objectives of the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foun
dation, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution 
1914 (LVII) of 10 December 1974, 

"Desirous of promoting greater co-operation between 
the Foundation and the non-governmental organizations 
and appropriate financial or other institutions in imple
menting the objectives of the Foundation, 

"Recognizing the importance of disseminating infor
mation among peoples and Member States and mobilizing 
public opinion in support of the objectives and policies of 
the Foundation, as called for in General Assembly 
resolution 3434 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

"Noting the priority accorded to national action and 
regional and international co-operation for the improve-
mP.nt nf hntn~n <1:Pttl,::~~rn,:Jont~:~ •.14.:' o:~o ro.c.onl+ nf' U.,'h.an+• T T ... ~+.a..-1 

Nations Conference on Human Settlements, held at 
Vancouver from 31 May to 11 June 1976, 

"1. Affirms the significant role of the Foundation in 
promoting within its sphere of competence the imple
mentation of the objectives and recommendations of 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements; 

"2. Invites non-governmental organizations, financial 
and other institutions, as appropriate, to collaborate with 
the Foundation, to facilitate the effective implementation 
of its services, information activities and programmes for 
human settlements; 

"3. Urges Governments, especially those of developed 
countries, to support the Foundation on a voluntary 
basis, to enable it to become a more effective instrument 
for the improvement of human settlements, particularly 
in the developing countries." 

49. At the same meeting, statements were made by the 
representatives of the United Kingdom, Uganda, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Ecuador, Japan, Sweden and Spain. 

50. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines withdrew draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.l9/Rev.2 
and orally proposed the following draft decision: 

"The General Assembly decides to transmit to the 
Economic and Social Council for consideration at its 
sixty-third session the revised draft resolution sub
mitted by the Philippines (A/C.2/31/L.l9/Rev.l), the 
text of which reads as follows: ... " [For the text of the 
revised draft resolution, see para. 56 below, draft 
decision I.] 

51. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
United Kingdom orally proposed an amendment to the 
draft decision proposed by the Philippines which would 
insert after the words "the Economic and Social Council 
for consideration at its sixty-third session", the words 
"together with the relevant part of the report of the Second 
Committee on agenda item 60". The representative of the 
Philippines accepted the amendment proposed by the 
representative of the United Kingdom. 

52. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft decision proposed by the Philippines, as orally 
amended, without a vote (see para. 56 below, draft 
decision I). 

53. Following the adoption of the draft decision, the 
representative of Uganda made a statement. 

XII 

54. At the 61 st meeting, on the proposal of the 
Chairman, the Committee deciced to recommend to the 
General Assembly that it should take note of the report of 
the Secretary-General on criteria governing multilateral 
financing of housing and human settlements (A/1 0225) and 
of the comments and note thereon contained in documents 
E/5852 and Add.1 and UNEP/GC/78 (see para. 56 below, 
..l-~C'+ ....1 ... -.:~!~- TT\ 
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Recommendations of the Second Committee 

55. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I-IX below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

United Natwns Conference on Desertification 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3337 (XXIX) of 1 7 December 
1974, in which it decided to initiate concerted international 
action to combat desertification, 

Recalling further its resolution 3511 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975 on the United Nations Conference on 
Desertification, 

Hal'illg considered the relevant parts of the report of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on its fourth session relating to the implemen
tation of General Assemly resolution 3337 (XXIX) 
(A/31/25, chap. VII and annex II), 

Noting decision 73 (IV) of 13 April 1976 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (ibid., annex I) acting in its capacity as the 
intergovernmental preparatory body for the Conference, 

Noting also Economic and Social Council resolution 
2013 (LXI) of 3 August 1976, 

I. Urges Member States to continue to co-operate with 
the secretariat of the United Nations Conference on 
Desertification in the preparations for the Conference, 
including the case studies and the proposed transnational 
activities to combat desertification; 

2. Requests the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, in addition to his other 
responsibilities as Executive Director, to assume the respon
sibility of Secretary-General of the Conference; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to invite: 

(a) All States to participate in the Conference; 

(b) Representatives of organizations that have received a 
standing invitation from the General Assembly to partici
pate in the sessions and the work of all international 
conferences convened under its auspices in the capacity of 
observers, in accordance with Assembly resolution 
3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

(c) Representatives of the national liberation movements 
recognized in its region by the Organization of African 
Unity, in the capacity of observers, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 
1974; 

(d) The Umted Nations Council for Namibia to partici
pate as an observer; 

(e) The specialized agencies and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, as well as interested organs of the United 
Nations, to be represented at the Conference; 

(f) Interested intergovernmental organizations to be 
represented by observers; 

(g) Interested non-governmental organizations in consul
tative status with the Economic and Social Council to be 
represented by observers; 

4. Authorizes the Secretary-General to invite other 
interested non-governmental organizations that might have 
a specific contribution to make to the work of the 
Conference to be represented by observers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
necessary arrangements are made for the effective partici
pation in the Conference of the representatives referred to 
in paragraph 3 (b) and (c) above, including the requisite 
financial provisions for their travel expenses and per diem; 

6. Decides to include Arabic as a language of the 
Conference; 

7. Approves the provisional agenda for the Conference 
annexed to the present resolution; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
results of the Conference, through the Economic and Soctal 
Council, to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

ANNEX 

Provisional agenda for the United Nations 
Conference on Desertification 

1. Openmg of the Conference and electwn of the President 

2. Orgamzatwn of the work of the Conference: 

(a) Adoption of the rules of procedure; 

(b) AdoptiOn of the agenda, 

(c) Establishment of committees and other sesswnal bodies. 

(d) Election of officers other than the President; 

(e) Credenttals of representatives to the Conference: appomtment 
of the Credentials Committee 

3. General debate 

4. Processes and causes of desertification 

5. Plan of action to combat desertification 

6. Credentials of representatives to the Conference: report of the 
Credentials Committee 

7. AdoptiOn of the report of the Conference 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3001 (XXVII) of 15 December 
1972,3128 (XXVIII) of 13 December 1973,3325 (XXIX) 
of 16 December 1974 and 3438 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975 on the preparations for Habitat: United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements, 
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Considering that solutions to human settlements prob
lems around the world are urgently required, 

Bearing in mind the Declaration and the Programme of 
Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order I and the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States2 and the importance for the International 
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade of improving human settlements 
around the world as a major component in improving the 
quality of life, 

Noting that Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements was held at Vancouver from 31 May to 
11 June 1976: 

(a) To stimulate innovation, serve as a means for the 
exchange of experience and ensure the widest possible 
dissemination of new ideas and technologies in the field of 
human settlements, 

(b) To formulate and make recommendations for an 
international programme in this field which will assist 
Governments, 

(c) To stimulate interest in developing appropriate fi
nancial systems and institutions for human settlements 
among those making financial resources available and those 
in a position to use such resources, considering that the 
;nost appropriate and effective action for dealing with 
human settlements problems is action at the national level, 
but that such action will require assistance and co-operation 
between and among all States, 

1. Expresses its appreciation and thanks to the Govern
ment of Canada for the excellent organization, facilities and 
generous hospitality rendered for Habitat: United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements; 

2. Expresses appreciation to the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Environment Programme for the 
guidance as well as the generous support it provided for the 
Conference; 

3. Takes note of the report of the Conference including 
the Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements, 1976 
(A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.l, chap. 1), the recommendations 
for national action (ibid., chap. II) and the resolutions for 
international co-operation (ibid., chap. III); 

4. Commends the Secretary-General of the Conference 
on the successful preparation and organization of the 
Conference; 

5. Urges the Government of all Member States to 
consider, on a priority basis, the recommendations for 
national action contained in the report and to take those 
recommendations into account when reviewing their 
existing policies and strategies in the field of human 
settlements; 

1 General Assembly resolutions 3201 (s-VI) and 3202 (s-VI); see 
also General Assembly resolution 3362 (s-VII) entitled "Develop
ment and international economic co-operation". 

2 Gl'tl('r~l 1\~~<'mhlv rc~olution 3281 (XXIX). 

6. Calls upon the regional comm1sswns and urges all 
other international organizations within and outside the 
United Nations system to take intensified and sustained 
action in support of national efforts, including exchanges of 
information and assistance, at the request of Governments, 
in the formulation, design, implementation and evaluation 
of projects to improve human settlements; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to convene regional 
meetings, as appropriate, within the framework of the 
regional commissions, to establish guidelines for the co
ordination, within each region, of action to be taken in 
order to deal with human settlements and to report to the 
General Assembly on the results of their deliberations no 
later than at the thirty-second session; 

8. Takes note of the notes by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.2/31/5 and A/C.2/31/9) transmitting reports on the 
regional meetings already held within the Economic Com
mission for Latin America and the Economic Commission 
for Europe. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Living conditions of the Palestinian people 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Vancouver Declaration on Human Settle
ments, 1976 (A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.l, chap. I), and the 
recommendations for national action (ibid., chap. II) 
adopted by Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements, held at Vancouver from 31 May to 11 June 
1976, 

Recalling also resolution 3 of the Conference (ibid., 
chap. III) on living conditions of the Palestinians in 
occupied territories, and Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2026 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, 

Recalling further the recommendation adopted at the 
Regional Preparatory Conference for Asia and the Pacific, 
held at Teheran from 14 to 19 June 1976, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with 
the relevant United Nations organs and specialized agencies, 
to prepare and submit to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session a report on the living conditions of 
the Palestinian people in the occupied territories; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the 
above-mentioned report, to consult and co-operate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, the representative of the 
Palestinian people; 

3. Urges all States to co-operate with the Secretary
General in this matter. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme 

Th(' rrmeral Assemblv. 



Agenda item 60 l3 

Having considered the report of the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Environment Programme on the work 
of its fourth session (A/31/25), and the statement of the 
Executive Director introducing the report (19th meeting), 

Recalling its resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 
1972, 

Recalling also the Declaration and the Programme of 
Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order ,3 as well as the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States,4 which laid down the 
foundations of the new international economic order, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 
2013 (LXI) of 3 August 1976 relating to the report of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on its fourth session, 

Reaffirming that there can be no sustained development 
or meaningful growth without a clear commitment at the 
same time to preserving the environment and promoting the 
rational use of natural resources, with an eye to the needs 
of the future generations, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on the work of its fourth session; 

2. Endorses paragraph 3 of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2013 (LXI) on decision 55 (IV) of 13 April 1976 
of the Governing Council, concerning the active partici
pation of the United Nations Environment Programme in 
the preparations for the United Nations Water Conference 
(see A/31/25, annex I); 

3. Reaffirms the belief expressed by the Governing 
Council in section III, paragraphs 1 and 2, of its decision 
47 (IV) of 14 April 1976 (ibid.) that the environment 
should be a major consideration in international discussions 
on development; 

4. Notes with satisfaction the report of the Executive 
Director on the status of the United Nations Environment 
FundS and urges Governments to extend their continuing 
financial support to the Fund; 

5. Notes the report of the Secretary-General trans
mitting the interim report of the Executive Director on the 
study of the material remnants of war, particularly mines, 
and their effects on the environment (A/31/21 0) and 
requests the Governing Council to ensure its completion, 
taking into account the views expressed during the con
sideration of this matter; 

6. Notes the report of the Secretary-General on inter
national conventions and protocols in the field of the 
environment (A/31/211) and reiterates the concern ex
pressed in resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 that 
existing international conventions and protocols in the field 
of the environment have not yet received the wide 
acceptance and application they deserve. 

3 General Assembly resolutions 3201 (~VI) and 3202 (~VI). 
4 General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX). 
5 UNEP/GC/57 and Corr.l 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Institutional arrangements for international 
environmental co-operation 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 
1972, particularly section IV thereof, in which it decided to 
review as appropriate, at the thirty-first session, the 
institutional arrangements for international environmental 
co-operation, 

Taking note of decision 78 (IV) of 14 April 1976 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (see A/31/25, annex I), 

Recalling that in its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 it established the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of 
the United Nations System, 

I. Endorses the view of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme that the institu
tional arrangements for international environmental co
operation, as stipulated in General Assembly resolution 
2997 (XXVII), namely, the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme, the Environment 
Secretariat, the Fund of the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the Environment Co-ordination Board, 
appear adequate and sound; 

2. Endorses also the view expressed by the Governing 
Council in its decision 78 B (IV) that, in any decision about 
the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the 
United Nations system, the following elements relating to 
the place of environmental considerations within the 
system should be observed, strengthened and given institu
tional visibility: 

"The United Nations system should maintain, within a 
clearly identified institutional arrangement, focused on 
the essential catalytic and co-ordinating role in the field 
of the environment, the capacity: 

"(a) To take responsibility for environmental issues of 
a global nature; 

"(b) To provide guidance and leadership in inter
national environmental affairs ; 

"(c) To offer suitable forums and facilities for treaty
making in the field of the environment at the global and 
regional levels; 

"(d) To identify, through the programmatic approach, 
emerging environmental problems and propose solutions; 

"(e) To manage a separate environment fund as an 
integral part of the programmatic process; 

"(f) To advocate and articulate the interdependence of 
environment and development; 

"(g) To respond to the environmental problems of 
both developed and developing countries; 
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"(h) To respond to the environmental problems of 
human settlements, which are an integral part of the 
human environment;" 

3. Decides to maintain at this stage the present arrange
ments, without prejudice to any decision the General 
Assembly may take as regards the restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors of the United Nations system. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Specific measures to meet the need for a decent living 
environment for the most vulnerable groups of society 

The General Assembly, 

Bearing in mind that Habitat: United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements, in its recommendations A.4, B.3, 
B.l2, C.4, C.14, C.15 and E.4, called for specific measures 
to be taken to meet the need for a decent living 
environment for the most vulnerable groups of society (see 
A/CONF .70/15 and Corr.1, chap. II), 

Considering that human settlements policies are insepa
rable from the goals of the social and economic sectors, and 
that consequently the solutions to the problems of such 
settlements must be conceived as an integral part of the 
development process of individual nations and the world 
community, 

1. Requests Member States and the Secretary-General, 
when planning the implementation of the aforementioned 
recommendations adopted at Habitat: United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements, to bear in mind the 
measures that protect the decent living environment of the 
most vulnerable social groups, such as children, youth, the 
elderly and the handicapped, so that they may live in an 
environment which is equally accessible to all individuals; 

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session, through 
the Economic and Social Council, on the measures taken 
and the results obtained. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Collaboration between the United Nations and non-govern
mental organizations with regard to world-wide inter
communal co-operation 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the results of Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements, 

Aware of the importance and global nature of the 
phenomenon of urbanization, 

Noting that uncontrolled urbanization is one of the 
causes of the deterioration in living conditions in human 
settlements, 

Stressing the need for harmonization of intergovern
mental action and intercommunal action with regard to 
human settlements, 

Recognizing the role that the competent non-govern
mental organizations can play in solving the problems 
facing local communities, 

Noting that non-governmental organizations such as the 
United Towns Organization and the International Union of 
Local Authorities, which are in consultative status, in 
category I, with the Economic and Social Council, have 
offered their collaboration with the United Nations in the 
field of human settlements, 

Recalling its resolution 2861 (XXVI) of 20 December 
1971 on world-wide intercommunal co-operation, which 
stressed the role played in that sphere by the United Towns 
Organization, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 
1738 (LIV) of 4 May 1973 on international co-operation 
between municipalities, 

1. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
international bodies responsible for implementing the rele
vant recommendations of Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements: 

(a} Study the specific possibilities and effective cons
ditions for collaboration between the United Nations and 
the non-governmental organizations concerned; 

(b) Draw up with those organizations programmes of 
collaboration; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Economic and Social Council at its sixty-fifth session on 
the evolution of those programmes. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

United Nations audio-visual information centre on 
human settlements 

The General Assembly, 

Noting resolution 5 of Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements on post-Conference use of 
audio-visual material (see A/CONF.70/15 and Corr.1, 
chap. III), 

Expressing its appreciation for the support and assistance 
in preparing the audio-visual material for the Conference 
provided by national and international organizations, par
ticularly the United Nations Environment Programme, 

Convinced that the audio-visual and related material 
prepared for the Conference constitutes an information 
resource of continuing value for the effective implemen
tation of recommendations for national action, programmes 
of international co-operation and the realization of goals in 
the field of human settlements established by the 
Conference, 

Recognizing that prompt and effective utilization of the 
information resource created for the Conference is essential 
if maximum benefit is to be derived from the considerable 
investment in that resource, particularly its audio-visual 
component, 
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Bearing in mind the possibility of evolving regional 
audio-visual centres associated with regional arrangements 
for training, education, research and information exchange, 

Expressing its appreciation also for the undertaking by 
Canadian authorities regarding the post-Conference use and 
dissemination of the audio-visual material prepared for the 
Conference, 

1. Decides to establish a United Nations Audio-Visual 
Information Centre on Human Settlements; 

2. Invites all participants in Habitat: United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements to transfer, as appro
priate, to the Secretary-General or his designated agents the 
internegatives and international copyright of their audio
visual material prepared for and made available to the 
Conference, including material prepared with the assistance 
of the United Nations Environment Programme; 

3. Invites Governments of Member States, as an impor
tant part of a programme of augmenting the audio-visual 
material on human settlements, to make available to the 
United Nations Audio-Visual Information Centre on 
Human Settlements new or enriched audio-visual presen
tations prepared for their programmes of national action; 

4. Authorizes the Secretary-General to conclude an 
agreement with the appropriate Canadian authorities for 
the latter to provide the facilities and financial support to 
the United Nations Audio-Visual Information Centre on 
Human Settlements to carry out the Centre's responsi
bilities for the custody, reproduction and international 
distribution, for the period up to March 1980, of the 
audio-visual material prepared for the Conference, to ensure 
the widest possible use of the material by Governments and 
interested bodies, and calls for a review of the agreement in 
1979. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IX 

Institutional a"angements for international co-operation 
in the field of human settlements 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of Habitat: United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements (A/CONF .70/15 and 
Corr.l ), in particular the annex to Conference resolution 1 
on programmes for international co-operation (ibid., 
chap. III), 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
2040 (LXI) of 5 August 1976, 

Recognizing that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System is considering proposals that would have 
implications for institutional arrangements for international 
co-operation in the field of human settlements, 

Considering that the most appropriate and effective 
action for dealing with human settlements problems is 
action at the national !eve!, but that action is also required 
at the regional and global levels with a view to improvinl!: 

the quality of life for all peoples, particularly in the 
developing countries, 

Recognizing also that the momentum of the Conference 
must be maintained through further action and decisions in 
the United Nations system, 

Considering also that co-operation in the field of human 
settlements is one of the important means of fostering the 
goals of over-all social and economic development, 

Taking into account that further consideration is required 
with respect to definitive institutional arrangements for 
human settlements activities within the United Nations 
system, 

Recommendations for international co-operation 

1. Takes into account the paragraphs agreed to by 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments, as contained in the preamble and sections I to IX of 
the annex to Conference resolution I, with due respect to 
the foot-note to section X of that annex; 

2. Decides to defer until its thirty-second session the 
decision on the type of definitive intergovernmental body 
for human settlements and on the organizational link and 
location of the human settlements secretariat, when the 
guidelines from the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System will be in hand, the financial implications 
of alternative institutional arrangements will be worked out 
and studied in greater depth, and the regional consultations 
will have been completed; 

II 

Intergovernmental body for human settlements 

1. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System to make available to the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty-third session any conclusions it 
has reached in the light of its over-all responsibilities which 
might have implications for institutional arrangements for 
human settlements; 

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council to devote 
the necessary time at the outset of its sixty-third session to 
the examination of the developments in human settlements 
and the follow-up to Habitat: United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements; 

3. Recommends that these meetings of the Economic 
and Social Council should be at the expert or highest 
appropriate level and with the active participation of all 
interested delegations and that the Council at its organi
zational session for 1977 should arrange the necessary 
modalities to this end; 

4. Requests the Economic and Social Council at its 
sixty-third session, as part of its agenda, to consider the 
reoort of the Secretarv-General referreci to in SP.rtion rn 
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paragraph 1, below, together with the view of the Ad Hoc 
Committee and of the regional commissions, with a view to 
taking action on the recommendations of the Conference 
regarding institutional arrangements, bearing in mind the 
terms of reference contained in paragraphs 29 to 31 of the 
annex to Conference resolution l; 

5. Further requests the Economic and Social Council at 
its sixty-third session to submit to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session concrete recommendations on 
definitive institutional arrangements for human settlements 
within the United Nations; 

6. Decides to take action on those recommendations, at 
the latest at its thirty-second session, taking into account 
the conclusions of the Ad Hoc Committee; 

III 

Secretariat arrangements 

l. Requests the Secretary-General, as an interim arrange
ment, to ensure, through the appropriate machinery of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, the co-ordi
nation of the work of all the United Nations bodies 
concerned with respect to tl:eir activities in the human 
settlements field and to report to the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixty-third session on the progress made; 

2. Requests that, since definitive arrangements for 
human settlements are yet to be decided upon, the 
Secretary-General should take appropriate measures to 
ensure effective preparations for the discussions on human 
settlements questions at the sixty-third session of the 
Economic and Social Council, bearing in mind the contribu
tions made by the relevant components of the United 
Nations system as represented in the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination; 

3. Requests all the United Nations bodies concerned, 
particularly the United Nations Development Programme, 
the United Nations Environment Programme, the Centre 
for Housing, Building and Planning and the United Nations 
Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation, to ensure that 
the recommendations of Habitat: United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements are taken into account in 
their respective programmes related to human settlements 
and within their respective terms of reference, and to make 
their consultative services and resources available, as appro
priate, for the implementation of national programmes of 
action and in strengthening regional co-operation in the 
field of human settlements; 

IV 

Regional commissions 

Requests in this regard the United Nations bodies 
concerned, particularly the United Nations Development 
Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme 
and the Centre for Housing, Building and Planning, to give 
all possible support to the regional commissions in the 
strengthening of regional co-operation in the field of human 
settlements and further requests the regional commissions 
to report to the Economic and Social Council at its 
'"'~""hT +h;rrl coaco.:oi.n.n nn thP. rPClllt(.': nf TPOilln~l (":().{)0PT~tiOfl in 

human settlements, including the progress made in the 
establishment of the governmental regional committees on 
human settlements. 

56. The Second Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decisions: 

DRAFT DECISION I 

United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements 
Foundation 

The General Assembly decides to transmit to the Eco
nomic and Social Council for consideration at its sixty-third 
session, together with the relevant part of the report of the 
Second Committee on agenda item 60, the revised draft 
resolution submitted by the Philippines (A/C.2/31/ 
L.l9/Rev.l) the text of which reads as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 3327 (XXIX) of 16 December 
1974 and Economic and Social Council resolution 
1914 (LVII) of 10 December 197 4, 

"Recalling further the objectives of the United Nations 
Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation as set out in 
the annex to resolution 3327 (XXIX), particularly with 
regard to its innovative character, as well as its capacity to 
provide financial assistance and contribute services, tech
nical assistance, equipment and materials for the improve
ment of human settlements and the management of the 
human habitat, 

"Conscious of the need to maintain the integrity, 
flexibility and functional capacity of the Foundation, 

"Desirous of promoting greater co-operation between 
the Foundation and the non-governmental organizations 
and appropriate financial or other institutions in imple
menting the objectives of the Foundation, 

"Recognizing the importance of disseminating infor
mation among peoples and Member States and mobilizing 
public opinion in support of the objectives and policies of 
the Foundation, as called for in General Assembly 
resolution 3434 (XXX) of 9 December 197 5, 

"Noting the priority accorded to national action and 
regional and international co-operation for the improve
ment of human settlements, as a result of Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements, held at 
Vancouver from 31 May to 11 June 1976, 

"1. Affirms the significant role of the United Nations 
Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation in pro
moting the implementation of the objectives and recom
mendations of Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements; 

"2. Invites the Foundation to promote regional co
operation for the improvement of human settlements; 

"3. Invites further non-governmental organizations, 
financial and other institutions, as appropriate, to .:ollah
orate with the Foundation in order to facilitate the 
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effective expansion of its services, information activities 
and programmes for human settlements; 

DRAFT DECISION II 

Criteria governing multilateral financing of housing 
and human settlements 

17 

"4. Urges Governments, especially those of developed 
countries, to support the Foundation on a voluntary 
basis, to enable it to become a more effective instrument 
for the improvement of human settlements and for the 
promotion of the implementation of the objectives and 
recommendations of the Conference; 

"5. Affirms that the Foundation should be appro· 
priately strengthened so that it may achieve the full 
potential envisaged for it by the General Assembly." 

The General Assembly decides to take note of the report 
of the Secretary-General on criteria govening multilateral 
financing of housing and human settlements (A/I 0225) and 
of the comments and note thereon submitted by the World 
Bank and the United Nations Development Programme 
(E/5852 and Add.l) and by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP/GC/78). 

Document No. 

A/31/3 

A/31/25 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 101st plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I to IX submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/415, 
para. 55). Draft resolutions I and II and IV to IX were adopted without a vote; a recorded 
vote was requested on draft resolution III, which was adopted by 107 votes to 2, with 26 
abstentions. For the final texts, see resolutions 31/108 to 31/116.6 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted draft decisions I and II recommended by 
the Second Committee in paragraph 56 of its report (A/31/415)(see decision 31/4116). 

At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly, on the 
proposal of the Secretary-General (A/31/464), elected Mr. Mostafa Kamal Tolba 
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme for a four-year term 
beginning on 1 January 1977 (see decision 31/3166 ). 

6 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtyfust Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/443 

Report of the Second Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Food 
problems: report of the World Food Council" and to 
allocate it to the Second Committee. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
26th, 33rd to 36th, 58th, 62nd and 67th to 69th meetings, 
between 29 October and 15 December 1976. An account of 
the discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.26, 33-36, 58, 62 and 
67-69). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the World Food Council on the work of its 
second session (A/3 I /19); 

(b) Letter dated I September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197); 

(c) Chapter VII, section B, of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council on the work of its organizational session 
for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
(A/31 /3); 

I Original: En8/hh/ 
/15 December 1976/ 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General on the status of 
contributions to the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (A/C.2/31/ll); 

(e) Note by the Secretariat transmitting the recom
mendations agreed upon by the World Food Council at its 
second session ( A/C.2/31/l.65). 

4. At its 26th meeting, on 29 October, the Committee 
heard an introductory statement by the Executive Director 
of the World Food Council. 

5. The Committee had before it four draft resolutions, 
as set forth in sections I to IV below. 

6. The World Food Council at its second session 
recommended to the General Assembly the adoption of a 
draft resolution entitled "Secretariat of the World Food 
Council" (see A/31/19, para. 19), the text of which was 
transmitted to the Second Committee in a note by the 
Secretariat ( A/C.2/31 /LIS). 

7. At the :;sth meeting, on 1 December, the represen
tative of the Philippines introduced the following amend· 
ments (A/C.2/31/L.l8) to the draft resolution: 

(a) In operative paragraph 1, the words "Executive 
Secretary" were replaced by the words "Executive 
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Director" and the words "subject to the approval of the 
General Assembly" were deleted: 

(b) In operative paragraph 2, the words "Executive 
Secretary" were replaced by the words "Executive 
Director". 

8. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Committee 
made a statement on the administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolution. 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on the 
draft resolution contained in document A/C.2/31 /L.15 and 
on the amendments thereto as follows: 

(a) The amendments proposed by the Philippines 
(A/C.2/51/L.18) were adopted Without a vote; 

(b) The draft resolution contained in document A/C.2/ 
31 /L.15, as amended, was adopted Without a vote (see 
para. 24 below, draft resolution 1). 

10. The representative of the Unwn of Soviet Socialist 
Republics made a statement. 

JI 

1 1. At the 65rd meeting, on 9 December. the represen
tative of Pakistan, in his capacity as current Chairman of the 
Group of 77, introduced a draft resolution ( A/C.2/31 /L.63) 
and orally revised it as follows: 

(a) The phrase "as contained in the document entitled 
'Recommendations agreed upon by the World Food Coun
cil at its second session' (A/C.2/31/L.65)" was inserted at 
the end of operative paragraph I and the foot-note to that 
paragraph was deleted: 

(b) In operative paragraph 2, the word "unplernent" was 
replaced by the words "promote the early implementation 
of' and tl'e words "taking fully mto account" were 
replaced by tlte words "and for this purpose to give 
sympathetic consideration to". 

12. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.63, as revised, Without a vote (sec 
para. 24 below, draft resolution II). 

13. Statements were made by the representatives of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China and the United 
States of America. 

III 

14. At the 67th meeting, on 13 December, the repre
sentative of Venezuela, also on behalf of Norway, intro
duced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.92) entitled "Inter
national Fund for Agricultural Development". 

15. At the 68th meeting, on 14 December, the repre
sentative of Norway, also on behalf of Venezuela, orally 
revised the draft resolution. The revised text of the draft 

resolutiOn was subsequently issued as document A/C.2 I 31/ 
L.92/Rcv.J and read as follows. 

"Tile (;cncral Asscmb/1'. 

"Recalling 1ts resolution 3202 ( S-VI) of I t\lay 1974 b~ 
wh1ch It established the Special Fund, and its resolution 
3356 (XXIX) of 18 December llJ74 Ill which It set forth 
the provisions according to which that Fund should 
operate, 

"Notmg that a contnbutJon of SUS 9,0::; 1,::;51.1 R has 
been received JY the Specwl Fund from Norway and ()f 
SUS 11,639.429.91 from Vene;uela and that no part of 
these contributions has yet been npended by the hmd, 

"Bcarzng 111 111111d the difficult situatllln that the 
seriously affected countncs an· facing Ill the present 
economic crisis, 

"Noting with regret that, despite repeated appeals for 
other contributions made b:y th•; General ,'\ssembly, the 
Board of Covernors of the Special Fund and in other 
forums. no other contnbutions have been made, 

"Taking note that the Agreement estah!Jshmg the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development, 
adopted on 13 June 1976 by the United Nations 
Conference on the Establishment of an International 
Fund for Agricultural Development, provides that It shall 
be opened for signature when initial contributions, to be 
made in freely convertible currencies, amountmg to at 
least the equivalent of ~US 1 ,000 rmllion have been 
pledged, and that that target has almost been achieved, 

"flaring been injornzcd that the c;overnments of 
Norway and VcneLuela would have no obJectiOns to the 
transfer of contributwns of $LIS 9,9X!,R51.!R, made by 
the Government of Norway, and SUS I 0 million. made 
b~ the Government of Venezuela, to the United NatiOns 
Special Fund, from that Fund to the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development, 111 their name,, so that the 
mitial contributwns pledged by these Covernmcnts might 
be increased sufficiently to make it possible for the 
Agreement establishmg that Fund to he opened imme
diately for signature, 

"Desirous of makmg It possible for the Agreement 
establishing the International Fund for '\gricultural 
Development to be opened for signature and to entn mto 
force as soon as possible in order that the Fund may start 
1ts operation~ at a:1 early date, 

"1. Dcc[({cs that the Special hmd is authuri7ed to 
transfer to the lnternatwnal Fund for Agricultural Devel
opment the sum of SUS 19,9R 1,851.1 R, the Covernments 
of Norway and Venezuela each h:.JVmg agreed rc,pectively 
to the transfer of SUS 9,981,851.18 and SUS 10 million 
of the amounts contributed by them to the llmted 
Nations Special Fund, to constitute increases 111 the inItial 
contributions which these Governments arc pledging to 
the initial rl'sources of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development; 
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"2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
President of the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development all data submitted by most seriously af
fected States in connexion with requests that they have 
addressed to the Special Fund, in so far as these relate to 
agricultural development." 

I6. At the 69th meeting, on I 5 December, the repre
sentative of Norway, also on behalf of Venezuela, withdrew 
draft resolution A/C.2/31 /L.92/Rev.l and orally proposed 
instead the following draft decision: 

"The General Assembly decides that the Secretary
General shall release from the United Nations Special 
Fund $US 10 million of the Venezuelan contribution and 
the Norwegian contribution of $US 9,981.851.18 to the 
two donor Governments, having taken note of their 
declared intention to contribute these amounts to the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development." 

17. Statements in explantion of vote before the vote 
were made by the representatives of Pakistan, Norway, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Somalia, Bangladesh, Jamaica, 
Malaysia, Iran, Colombia, Sweden, Canada, Iceland, India, 
Kuwait, Peru, Guyana, Iraq ancl the Ivory Coast. 

18. The draft decision was adopted by a recorded vote 
of 52 to II, with 57 abstentions (see para. 25 below). The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, 
Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Finland, France, Germany Federal Republic of, Iceland, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Mali, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Against: Afghanistan, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Guyana, Malaysia, Niger, Pakistan, Somalia, 
United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta. 

Abstaining: Algeria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Botswana, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Central African Republic, Chad, China, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, 
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, 
Hungary, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Demo
cractic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland, Romania, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sudan, Swazi
land, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

19. Statements in explanation of vote after the vote 
were made by the representatives of Mexico, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Sri Lanka, Nigeria, Togo, Thailand, Argentina, 

Egypt, Ethiopia, Turkey, Indonesia, Italy, Nepal, Spain, 
Jordan, Sierra Leone, Afghanistan, Ghana and Israel. 

IV 

20. On 24 November, the Committee had before it a 
draft resolution submitted by Pakistan on behalf of the 
States Members of the United Nations which are members 
of the Group of 77 (A/C'.2/3I/L.34), entitled "Interna
tional Fund for Agricultural Development", which read as 
follows: 

"nze General Assemb(v, 

"Recalling resolution Xlll of 16 November I974 of the 
World Food Conference and its own resolutions 
3362 (S-VII) of I6 September 1975 and 3503 (XXX) of 
IS December I975, 

"Welcoming the progress achieved so far on the 
establishment of the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, 

"Noting that the target of $I billion, set as the 
condition for the signing of the agreement, has been 
nearly fulfilled by generous pledges of contributions to 
the Fund, particularly from developing countries, but 
that the remaining gap of only $31 million prevents the 
Fund from becoming operational, 

"Noting also that, relative to their combined gross 
national products, the contributions pledged so far by the 
developing countries have far outstripped the contri
butions so far pledged by the developed countries, 

"I. txpresses its appreciation to all Governments that 
have made pledges of contributions to the Fund, espe
cially the pledges of contributions from a number of 
developing countries; 

"2. Urges the developed countries to take immediate 
steps to bridge the gap in contributions required to make 
the Fund operational before the end of 197(•." 

21. At the 69th meeting, on IS December, Mr. M. P. 
Lohani, Vice-Chairman of the Committee, introduced a 
draft resolution (A/C.2/3I /L.89) prepared on the basis of 
the informal consultations held on draft resolution A/C.2/ 
31 /L.34, and requested that the representative of Iran be 
given the tloor to make an introductory statement. The 
representative of Iran proposed that, in the light of the 
adoption of the draft decision (see para. J 8 above), the 
third preambular paragraph and operative paragraph 3 of 
draft resolution A/C'.2/3l /L.89 should be deleted, and that 
the word "also" should be deleted in the fourth preambular 
paragraph. 

22. The Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/31/ 
L.89, as orally amended, without a vote (see para. 24 
below, draft resolution III). Draft resolution A/C.2/3l! L.34 
was consequently withdrawn. 

23. The representative of the Federal Republic of 
Germany made a statement. 
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Recommendations of the Second Committee 

24. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to III below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Secretariat of the World F'ood Council 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 December 
1974, by which it established the World rood Council in 
conformity with resolution XXII adopted by the World 
Food Conference on 16 November 1974, 1 and reqaested 
the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, to establish the secretariat of the Council, 

Noting that the World Food Council has adopted rules of 
procedure (A/31/19, annex IV) containing provisions con
cerning the appointment of the head and the staff of the 
secretariat of the Council, 

1. Decides that the secretariat of the World Food 
Council shall be headed by an Executive Director, who shall 
be appointed by the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the members of the Council and with the Director-General 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, for a period of four years with due regard to the 
principle of geographical rotation; 

2. Further decides that the Secretary-General shall, in 
consultation with the Executive Director of the World 
Food Council, appoint an adequate number of staff to the 
secretariat of the Council, taking into account the need for 
equitable geographical distribution in addition to profes
sional competence and avoiding the appointment of persons 
who simultaneously perform functions in other agencies or 
institutions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Report of the World Food Council 

111e General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Recalling also its resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 Decem
ber 1974 on the World Food Conference and the Universal 
Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutri
tion,2 and corresponding resolutions of the World Food 
Confcrem:e, 3 

I Sec F/C'ONF.65/20 (United Nation' publication, Sak~ 
No. L. 7S.li.A.3), chap. II. 

2/bul., chap. IV. 

3/hid., .:hap. V. 

Having considered the report of the World Food Council 
on its second session (A/31 I 19), 

1. Calls upon all Governments and the relevant bodies 
and agencies of the United Nations system to implement 
fully the recommendations of the World Food Council 
contained in the document entitled "Recommendations 
agreed upon by the World Food Council at its second 
session" (A/C.2/31/L.65); 

2. Requests the World Food Council, at its third session, 
to take immediate and concrete steps to promote the early 
implementation of the resolutions adopted by the World 
Food Conference and by the General Assembly at its 
seventh special session, and for this purpose to give 
sympathetic consideration to the draft resolutions of the 
Group of 77 which arc contained in annex II to the report 
of the World Food Council on its second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

International Fund for Agricultural Development 

The General Assemb(l', 

Recalling resolution XIII of 16 November 1974 of the 
World Food Confercnce4 and General Assembly resolutions 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 and 3503 (XXX) of 15 
December I 975, 

Welcoming the progress achieved so far on the establish
ment of the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development. 

Noting that. relative to their combined gross national 
products, the contributions pledged by the developing 
countries are substantially large, 

I. E"<presses its appreciation to all Governments that 
have made pledges of contributions to the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development, especially to the 
Governments of the developing countries; 

2. expresses also its appreciation to the Secretary
General and to the Executive Director of the World Food 
Council for their efforts towards the establishment of the 
run d. 

* 

* * 
25. The Second Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

International Fund .f(Jr Agricult11ral DeFelopmcnt 

The General Assembly decides that the Secretary-General 
shall release from the United Nations Special Fund $US I 0 
millir.m of the Venezuelan contribution and the Norwegian 
contribution of $US 9,981,851.18 to the two donor Gov
ernments, having taken note of their declared intention to 
contribute these amounts to the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development. 

4 /hid., ~:hap. IL 
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A/31/3 

A/31/19 

A/31/197 

A/C'.2/31/ll 

A/C.2/31/L.I5 

A/C'.2/31/L.l8 

A/C.2/31 /L.34 

A/C.2/31/L.63 

A/C.2/31/L.65 

A/C.2/31/L.89 

A/C'.2/31/L.92 

Agenda item 61 s 
ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 101 st plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I to III submitted by the Second Committee in its report ( A/31/443, 
para. 24). For the final texts, see resolutions 31/120,31/121 and 31/122.5 

At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted by a recorded vote of 56 to 12, with 64 
abstentions, the draft decision recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 25 
of its report (A/31/443) (see decision 31/4135). 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 61 which 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 
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Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 

Report of the World Food Council on the work of it; second session 
(14-17 June 1976) 

Letter dated I September 1976 from the representative of Sr1 Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Status of contributions to the InternatiOnal Fund for Agncultural 
Development: note by the Secretary-General 

Note by the Secretariat transmitting the text of a draft re,olution 
recommended by the World Food Council to the General Assembly for 
adoption 

Amendments to the draft resolution contained in document A/C.2/ 
31/L.IS 

Draft resolutwn 

Draft re~olution 

Note by the Secretariat tran~rnlttmg the recommendatiom agreed upon by 
the World l'ood Council at 1ts second session 

Draft resolutiOn 

Draft resolution 

ObServations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3 

Ibid., Supplement No. 19 

Mimeographed 

Dttto 

For the text of the draft resolu
tion, see A/31/443, paras. 7 
and 24, draft resolution I 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31 /443, para. 7 

Idem, para. 20 

Idem, paras. 11 and 24, draft 
resolution II 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text. 
sec A/31/443, paras. 21 and 
24, draft resolution Ill 

Replaced by A/C.2/31/L.92/ 
Rev.! 

A/C.2/ 31/L.92/Rev.I Revised draft re~olutlon For the sponsors and the text. 
we A/31/443,para.15 
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**This question was discussed by the General Assembly at the thirtieth session (agenda item 61). 

DOCUMENT A/31/367 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee ( A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Second Committee the item entitled: 

"United Nations Special Fund: 

"(a) Report of the Board of Governors". 

Subitem (b), entitled "Confirmation of the appointment of 
the Executive Director", was considered in plenary 
meetings. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
44th, 47th, 48th and 57th meetings, between 16 and 30 
November 1976. An account of the discussion of the 
Committee is contained in the relevant summary records 
(A/C.2/31/SR.44, 47,48 and 57). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the Board of Governors of the United 
Nations Special Fund on the work of its second and third 
sessions ( A/31 /21 ); 

[Original: English] 
[2 December 1976] 

(b) Relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
( A/31 /3/ Add. I (part III)). 

4. At the 44th meeting, on 16 November, the President 
of the Board of Governors of the Special Fund made an 
introductory statement. 

5. At its 57th meeting, on 30 November, the Committee 
adopted without a vote a draft decision proposed by the 
Chairman (see para. 6 below). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

6. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft decision: 

United Nations Special Fund 

The General Assembly takes note of the report of the 
Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fund on 
the work of its second and third sessions (A/31 /21 ). 

Annovor fVVVJ\ t:'1 



2 

Document No, 

General A11embly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

ACfiON TAKEN BY niE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its IOlst plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft decision recommended by the Second Committee in paragraph 6 of its report 
(A/31/367)(see decision 31/412• ). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly took note of the information contained in the 
note by the Secretary-General (A/31/448)(see decision 31/31 Jl ). 

1 See Offkitll Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/3/Add.l (part Ill) Addendum to the report of the Economic and Social Council (resumed Official Records of the General 

A/31/21 

A/31/448 

sixty-first session) Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. JA, chap. VI 

Report of the Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fund on Ibid., Supplement No. 21 
the work of its second and third sessions 

Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Director: note by the Mimeographed 
Secretary-General 
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•• Since 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh 
sessions (agenda item 48), twenty-eighth session (item 52), twenty-ninth session (item 51) and thirtieth session (item 62). 

DOCUMENT A/31/412 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Second Committee the item entitled: 

"United Nations University: 

"(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations 
University; 

"(b) Report of the Secretary-General". 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
50th, 54th and 57th to 59th meetings, between 22 
November and 3 December 1976. An account of the 
discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/SR.50, 54 and 57-59). 

3. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Report of the Council of the United Nations Univer
sity (A/31/31 and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on fund-raising 
{A/31/281); 

(c) Chapter III, section K, of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council on the work of its organizational session 
for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
(A/31/3); 

I Original: English/ 
I 13 December 1976/ 

(d) Relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
{A/31/3/Add.l (part III)). 

4. At its 50th meeting, on 22 November, the Committee 
heard an introductory statement by the Rector of the 
United Nations University. 

I 

5. At the 57th meeting, on 30 November, the represen
tative of Venezuela, on behalf of Argentina, Austria, 
Colombia, Cyprus, Egypt, Ghana, Greece, Iceland, India, 
Japan, Jordan, the Libyan Arab Republic, the Netherlands, 
the Philippines, Senegal, Turkey, Uganda and Venezuela, 
introduced a draft resolution entitled "United Nations 
University" {A/C.2/31/L39). 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L39 without a vote (see para. 10 
below, draft resolution I). 

n 
7. At the 58th meeting, on 1 December, the represen

tative of Sri Lanka, on behalf of Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Argentina, Bangladesh, Botswana, the Congo, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, the 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Senegal, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, the 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Republic of 
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Cameroon, the Upper Volta, Yemen and Yugoslavia, 
introduced a draft resolution entitled "Chair on non-align
ment within the United Nations University" (A/C.2/31/ 
L.59). Subsequently, Uganda, Zaire and Zambia joined in 
sponsoring the draft resolution. 

8. At its 59th meeting, on 3 December, the Committee 
adopted draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.59 without a vote (see 
para. 10 below, draft resolution II). 

9. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of the United 
States of America and the Netherlands. 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

10. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I and II below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

United Nations University 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2951 (XXVII) of 11 December 
1972, 3081 (XXVIII) of 6 December 1973, 3313 (XXIX) 
of 14 December 1974 and 3439 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975, 

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment of a New Inter
national Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on 
development and international economic co-operation, 

Having considered the report of the Council of the United 
Nations University on the work of the United Nations 
University (A/31/31 and Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.l), and the 
report of the Secretary-General (A/31/281), 

Noting the satisfactory relationship developing between 
the United Nations University and the appropriate agencies 
and bodies of the United Nations system, in particular the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research, 

Noting decision 5.2.2 of 26 May 1976, adopted by the 
Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization at its ninety-ninth session, in 
which the Board, inter alia, reiterated its appeal to Member 
States to contribute generously to the University in every 
manner possible, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the efforts made by 
the United Nations University to commence its programme 
activities and welcomes the fact that two of the three 
priority programme areas-world hunger and human and 
social development-have become operative, and that the 
third area, use and management of natural resources, is 
expected to begin in the near future; 

2. Encourages the United Nations University to continue 
its efforts to launch unique and effective research activities 
on a global basis and to enlarge its network of scholars and 
research institutions throughout the world; 

3. Reiterates the importance of full co-operation and 
co-ordination, within the framework established by the 
Charter of the United Nations for co-ordinating policies and 
activities in the economic, social, cultural and humanitarian 
fields, between the United Nations University and the 
appropriate agencies and bodies of the United Nations 
system; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Council of the United Nations University all the documents 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly relating 
to the University; 

5. Appeals to all Member States to make substantial 
contributions to the Endowment Fund of the United 
Nations University and to give, where appropriate, fmancial 
and other support to specific programmes of the University, 
so as to enable the University to embark on its full activities 
while maintaining its academic autonomy and financial 
viability; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 
the Rector of the United Nations University,. the Council of 
the University and the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
further to continue his efforts to raise more funds and to 
submit a report to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session on the progress achieved in this regard, 
together with the annual report of the Council of the 
University. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Chair on non-alignment within the 
United Nations University 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3081 (XXVIII) of 6 December 
1973, by which it adopted the Charter of the United 
Nations University, 

Noting the proposal of the non-aligned countries to 
establish a chair on non-alignment within the United 
Nations University, 

1. Invites interested countries to enter into consultations 
with the Council of the United Nations University and the 
Rector of the University with a view to implementing the 
above-mentioned proposal; 

2. Further invites the Council of the United Nations 
University to report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, on the results of these consultations. 
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At its IOlst plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/412, 
para. 10). For the final texts, see resolutions 31/117 and 31/118.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3 

A/31/3/ Add. I (part III) Addendum to the report of the Economic and Social Council (resumed Ibid., Supplement No. 3A, 

A/31/31 

A/31/31/Add.l and Corr.l 

A/31/281 

A/C.2/31/L.39 

A/C.2/31/L.59 

sixty-first session) chap. II 

Report of the Council of the United Nations University Ibid., Supplement No. 31 

Addendum to the report of the Council of the United Nations University ibid., Supplement No. 3JA and 
corrigendum 

Report of the Secretary-General Mimeographed 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/412, paras. 5 and 6 

Draft resolution Idem, paras. 7 and 8 
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DOCUMENT A/3 1/413 

Report of the Second Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator: reports of 
the Secretary-General" and to allocate it to the Second 
Committee. 

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 
47th, 49th, 54th, 55th and 59th meetings, between 19 
November and 3 December 1976. An account of the 
discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.47, 49, 54, 55 and 59). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of 
the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordi
nator (A/31/88 and Add.l and 2); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to the 
drought-stricken areas of Ethiopia (A/31 /149); 

(c) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197); 

(d) Chapter VII, section F, of the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council on the work of its organizational 

(Original: English/ 
( 13 December 1976/ 

session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
(A/31/3). 

4. At its 47th meeting, on 19 November, the Committee 
heard an introductory statement by the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, who also made a supple
mentary statement at the 54th meeting, on 24 November 
(see A/C.2/31/15). 

5. At the 59th meeting, on 3 December, the represen
tative of the Sudan, on behalf of Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Argentina, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, the Gambia, 
Ghana, India, the Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, the Philip
pines, Rwanda, Senegal, the Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, 
Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, the Upper Volta, Yemen. 
Yugoslavia and Zambia, in traduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.40), entitled "Assistance to the drought
stricken areas of Ethiopia". 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.40 without a vote (see para. 12 
below, draft resolution I). 
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7. At the same meeting, the representative of Sweden, 
on behalf of Austria, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Colombia, Den
mark, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Greece, Iceland, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, Portugal, the 
Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United Republic of Tanzania and the United 
States of America, introduced, and orally revised, a draft 
resolution (A/C.2/31/L.55), entitled "Office of the United 
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator". The changes were 
the following: in operative paragraph 5, the word 
"Further" was inserted before the word "requests", and the 
words "50 per cent" were replaced by the words "a 
substantial proportion". 

8. A statement on the administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolution was submitted by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly (A/C.2/31/L.68). At 
the same meeting, the Assistant Secretary-General for 
Financial Services, Controller, made a statement. 

9. At the same meeting, statements were made by the 
representatives of France, Democratic Yemen, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Poland, Japan and the United 
Kingdom. 

10. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.55, as orally revised, without a 
vote (see para. 12 below, draft resolution II). 

11. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Ethiopia, Mexico, the Bye
lorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Federal Re
public of Germany. 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

12. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I and II below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Assistance to the drought-stricken areas of Ethiopia 

The General Assembly, 

Noting with deep concern the recent failure of rain during 
critical stages of the cropping season in parts of Ethiopia, 

Mindful of the demands made on the resources of the 
Government of Ethiopia, 

Noting with appreciation the assistance given to Ethiopia 
by Member States and intergovernmental and non-govern
mental organizations, 

Recognizing the relief and rehabilitation efforts made by 
the Government of Ethiopia, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 
1986 (LX) of 6 May 1976, by which the Council requested 
the Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme to intensify the .response to the needs for 
recovery, rehabilitation and development of the drought
stricken areas, 

Further recalling its resolution 3441 (XXX) of 9 Decem
ber 1975 wherein it urged the United Nations and the 
specialized agencies to continue to implement vigorously 
the provisions of Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1833 (LVI) of 8 May 1974, 1876 (LVII) of 16 July 1974, 
and 1971 (LIX)of30July 1975, 

1. Urges the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordi
nator, the Administrator of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, the United Nations Children's Fund and 
the other United Nations organizations and specialized 
agencies to continue and intensify their assistance to 
Ethiopia in its relief and rehabilitation efforts in their 
respective areas of competence and implement promptly 
the relevant provisions of General Assembly resolutions 
3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 and 3441 (XXX) and Economic 
and Social Council resolutions 1833 (LVI), 1876 (LVII), 
1971 (LIX) and 1986 (LX); 

2. Appeals to all Member States and voluntary agencies 
and intergovernmental organizations to continue and in
crease their assistance to Ethiopia; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General, the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and the Administrator of the 
United Nations Development Programme to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session and to the 
Economic and Social Council at its sixty-second session on 
the implementation of paragraphs 1 and 2 above and of 
other relevant resolutions of the Assembly and the Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION Il 

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling resolutions 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971. 
establishing the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator, 3243 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974 on the 
strengthening of that Office, 3440 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975, which provides, inter alia, for measures to be taken in 
support of the activities of the Office, and 3532 (XXX) of 
17 December 1975 on the financing of emergency relief 
assistance and technical co-operation activities of the 
Office, 

Recalling section II, paragraph 14, of its resolution 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 
2016(LXI) of 3August 1976 in which the Council 
recommended that the General Assembly at its thirty-first 
session should consider the most appropriate means for 
financing the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator after 31 December 1977, 



Agenda item 64 3 

Aware that it would be desirable, for planning purposes, 
for the General Assembly to give guidance to the Secre
tary-General on the modalities for the future financing of 
the activities of the Office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Co-ordinator, 

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the activities of the Office of the 
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (A/31/88 and 
Add.l and 2) and of the further information given by the 
Co-ordinator in his statement to the Second Committee on 
19 November 1976 (47th meeting); 

2. Commends the United Nations Disaster Relief Co
ordinator and his staff for the progress made in strengthening 
the capacity of his Office with a view to providing an 
efficient world-wide service of mobilizing and co-ordinating 
disaster relief, including in particular the collection and 
dissemination of information on disaster assessment, 
priority needs and donor assistance; 

3. Recognizes that there will be a need for the main
tenance of the activities of the core programme of the 
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, 
as specified in the statement made to the Second Com
mittee by the Co-ordinator on 24 November 1976 
(A/C.2/31/15); 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, his proposals for a continued 
sound financial basis for the core programme, which should 
include proposals for the transfer, over a period of time, of 
appropriate costs from voluntary funding to the United 
Nations regular budget; 

5. Further requests the Secretary-General, in formu
lating his draft programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979, to include provision for the financing from the 
regular budget of a substantial portion of those core 
programme administrative activities currently financed 

from the trust fund established in pursuance of General 
Assembly resolution 3243 (XXIX), as an initial step in the 
process of ensuring a sound financial basis for the Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and to 
enable the Assembly to reach a final decision on this matter 
on the basis of the fullest possible information; 

6. Decides to maintain for a further two-year period 
from I January 1978 the trust fund established pursuant to 
its resolution 3243 (XXIX), modified under resolutions 
3440 (XXX) and 3532 (XXX), in order to ensure that the 
financial resources available to the Office of the United 
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator remain adequate to 
meet the tasks entrusted to that Office; 

7. Further requests the Secretary-General, in preparing 
his budgetary proposals referred to in paragraph 5 above, to 
take full account of the possibility of field co-ordination 
being undertaken where appropriate by the resident repre
sentatives of the United Nations Development Programme 
with due consideration being given to the views expressed 
by the Government of the disaster-stricken country; 

8. Appeals to all Governments to make contributions to 
the trust fund for a further two-year period; 

9. Requests the Economic and Social Council to under
take in 1978 the review of alternative sources of funding for 
the technical co-operation activities of the Office of the 
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator provided for in 
resolution 3532 (XXX); 

10. Invites the Secretary-General to submit a report on 
possible sources of financing for such activities to assist the 
Economic and Social Council in this review; 

11. Decides to examine further the question of future 
financial arrangements for the Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator at its thirty-second session 
with a view to reaching definitive conclusions at that time. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 106th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/413, 
para. 12). For the final texts, see resolutions 31/172 and 31/173.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/436 

Report of the Second Committee 

1. The item entitled "Revision of the International 
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly 
pursuant to Assembly resolution 3517 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include the 
item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Second 
Committee. 

3. The Second Committee considered the item at its 4th 
to 16th meetings, between 5 and 20 October 1976, in the 
context of a general discussion of related items. The 
Committee resumed its consideration of the item at its 65th 
and 66th meetings, on 10 and 13 December. An account of 
the discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.4-16, 65 and 66). 

4. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Chapter V of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council on the work of its organizational session for 1976 
and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions (A/31/3); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on ways and means 
of accelerating the transfer of real resources to developing 
countries on a predictable, assured and continuous basis 
(A/31/186 and Corr.l); 

[Original: English] 
[ 16 December 1976] 

(c) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197); 

(d) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (A/31/237); 

(e) World &anomie Survey, 1975 (E/5790/Rev.l);1 

(f) Fluctuations and development in the world economy: 
summary of the data relating to performance under the 
International Development Strategy (E/5827/Rev.l ); 

(g) Supplement to World Economic Survey, 1975 
(E/5873/Rev.l );2. 

(h) Chapter one of the report of the Committee for 
Development Planning on its twelfth session (E/5793); 

(i) Report prepared by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, in response to Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1901 (LVII), on the 
quantification of scientific and technological activities re
lated to development (E/C.8/44). 

1 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.II.C.l. 
2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.li.C.2. 
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5. On 29 November, the Committee had before it a draft 
resolution (A/C'.2/31/L.49) entitled "Ways and means of 
accelerating the transfer of real resources to developing 
countries on a predictable, assured and continuous basis", 
sponsored by Bangladesh, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Indonesia, Mali, Paraguay, the Philippines, the 
Sudan and the United Republic of Cameroon. At the 65th 
meeting, on 10 December, the representative of the 
Philippines, on behalf of the sponsors, which now included 
Uganda and Yemen, introduced a revised version of the 
draft resolution (A/C~/31/L.49/Rev.1), which read as 
follows: 

"The Genrral AssembZl'. 

"Recalling its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 
1970 containing the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, 
3201 (S-Vl) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing 
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order 
and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

"Recalling ji1rther its resolution 3362 (S-Vll) of 16 
September 197 5 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation in which it, inter alia, called for an 
increased, predictable, continuous and increasingly 
assured flow of concessional financial resources for 
development on more favourable terms and conditions, 

"Disturbed by the stagnating flows of official develop
ment assistance, which during the current Development 
Decade has remained at levels well below the target 
stipulated in the International Development Strategy, 

"Recognizing that increased volume, predictability and 
continuity of such flows are required to enhance socio
economic progress and promote more systematic and 
effective development planning and implementation in 
developing countries, 

"Noting with concern that the need for long-term 
sustained development assistance has become more urgent 
in the light of increasing economic difficulties which have 
hampered the continuity of the economic growth and 
long-term development plans of many developing coun
tries, 

"Recalling also its resolution 3489 (XXX) of 12 
December 1975 in which it requested the Secretary
General to submit a study on ways and means of 
accelerating the transfer of real resources to developing 
countries on a predictable, assured and continuous basis, 

''1. Takes note of the report submitted by the 
Secretary-General in response to resolution 3489 (XXX) 
(A/31/186 and Corr.l ); 

"2. Reiterates its appeal to developed countries which 
have not yet done so to meet the target of 0. 7 per cent of 
the gross national product for official development 
assistance set out in the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade; 

"3. Urges developed countries to accelerate the trans
fer of real resources to developing countries on a 
predictable, continuous and increasingly assured basis 
and, to this end, seriously to consider the various 
suggestions proposed in the report of the Secretary
General, including wider implementation of the current 
practices of some developed countries, particularly: 

"(a) The pledging of development assistance on a 
multiyear basis, in order to provide developing countries 
with more reliable projections of aid on a longer term 
basis to facilitate their development planning; 

"(b) The pledging of development assistance in such a 
manner as to prevent the erosion in the real value of aid 
as a result of price fluctuations and monetary inflation; 

"(c) The endowment of development assistance with 
non-lapsing authority to ensure that budgetary allocations 
unexpended at the end of the fiscal year for which they 
are appropriated are carried forward; 

''(d) The reallocation to development aid budgets of 
both interest and amortization receipts derived from 
development loans; 

"4. Recommends that developed countries should give 
serious consideration to the establishment of a develop
ment tax to be earmarked for international development 
assistance; 

"5. Further recommends that appropriate policies 
should be developed, further to promote increased flows 
of private capital to developing countries, including the 
revision of governmental rules and regulations on access 
of developing countries to private money and capital 
markets; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a pro
gress report on the implementation of the present 
resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session to be considered as a separate item in the agenda 
of that session." 

In introducing the draft resolution the representative of the 
Philippines orally revised it as follows: 

(a) In the fourth preambular paragraph, the word ''re
quired" was replaced by the word "necessary"; 

(b) Operative paragraph 3 (b) was replaced by the 
following: 

"(b) The appropriation of development assistance in 
such a manner as to prevent the erosion in the real value 
of aid in terms of the national currency of the individual 
donor country"; 

(c) Operative paragraph 5 was replaced by the following: 

"5. Further recommends that appropriate policies be 
developed to further promote increased flows of private 
capital to developing countries, including the examination 
and, where appropriate, the revision of rules and regu
lations on access of developing countries to private 
money and capital markets to the extent that the 
situation in each country permits". 

6. At the 66th meeting, on 13 December, the represen
tative of the Philippines introduced on behalf of the 
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sponsors another revised version of the draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.49/Rev.2) and further revised it orally, re
placing the third preambular paragraph by the following 
text: 

"Disturbed by the stagnating flows of official develop
ment and assistance, which during the Second United 
Nations Development Decade has remained well below 
the target stipulated in the International Development 
Strategy". 

At the same meeting, the Committee adopted revised draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.49/Rev.2, as orally revised, by a 
recorded vote of 74 to I, with 19 abstentions (see para. 9 
below). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, 
Burma, Burundi, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Greece, 
Grenada, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zea
land, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, German 
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Hun
gary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mongolia, Poland, 
Spain, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

7. Statements in explanation of vote were made by 
representatives of Australia, Austria, Argentina, Bulgaria 
(on behalf also of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), 
Canada, China, Denmark, France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
United States of America. Statements were also made by 
the representatives of Bolivia, Botswana, Democratic 
Yemen, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Nepal, the 
Niger, Senegal, Togo, Venezuela and Yemen. 

8. At its 66th meeting, the Committee also adopted a 
draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.86) entitled "Implementation 
of General Assembly resolutions 2626 (XXV), 3202 (S-VI), 
3281 (XXIX) and 3362 (S-VII)", which had been sub
mitted to the Committee under agenda items 65 and 66. An 
account of the deliberations of the Committee on this draft 
resolution may be found in the report of the Committee on 
agenda item 66 (A/C.2/31/335/Add.J)3, together with the 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 66. 

text of the draft resolution (ibid., para. 26, draft reso
lution IV). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

9. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Ways and means of accelerating the transfer of real 
resources to developing countries on a predictable, 
assured and continuous basis 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 
containing the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, 3201 (S-VI) 
and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974 containing the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 
December 1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, 

Recalling further its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation in which it, inter alia, called for an 
increased, predictable, continuous and increasingly assured 
flow of concessional financial resources for development on 
more favourable terms and conditions, 

Disturbed by the stagnating flows of official development 
assistance, which during the Second United Nations De
velopment Decade has remained well below the target 
stipulated in the International Development Strategy, 

Recognizing that increased volume, predictability and 
continuity of such flows are necessary to enhance socio
economic progress and promote more systematic and 
effective development planning and implementation in 
developing countries, 

Noting with concern that the need for long-term sus
tained development assistance has become more urgent in 
the light of increasing economic difficulties which have 
hampered the continuity of the economic growth and 
long-term development plans of many developing countries, 

Recalling also its resolution 3489 (XXX) of 12 December 
1975 in which it requested the Secretary-General to submit 
a study on ways and means of accelerating the transfer of 
real resources to developing countries on a predictable, 
assured and continuous basis, 

I. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary
General (A/31/186 and Corr.l) in response to General 
Assembly resolution 3489 (XXX); 

2. Reiterates its appeal to developed countries which 
have not yet done so to meet the target of 0.7 per cent of 
the gross national product for official development assist
ance set out in the International Development Strategy for 
the Second United Nations Development Decade; 

3. Urges developed countries to accelerate the transfer 
of real resources to developing countries on a predictable, 
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continuous and increasingly assured basis and, towards that 
end, to consider seriously the various suggestions proposed 
in the report of the Secretary-General, including wider 
implementation of the current practices of some developed 
countries, particularly: 

(d) The reallocation to development aid budgets of both 
interest and amortization receipts derived from develop
ment loans; 

4, Recommends that developed countries give serious 
consideration to the establishment of a development tax to 
be earmarked for international development assistance; (a) The pledging of development assistance on a multi

year basis, in order to provide developing countries with 
more reliable projections of aid on a longer-term basis to 
facilitate their development planning; 

(b) The appropriation of development assistance in such 
a manner as to prevent the erosion in the real value of aid in 
terms of the national currency of the individual donor 
country; 

5. Further recommends that appropriate policies be 
developed further to increase flows of private capital to 
developing countries, including the examination and, where 
appropriate, the revision of rules and regulations on access 
of developing countries to private money and capital 
markets to the extent that the situation in each country 
permits; 

(c) The endowment of development assistance with 
non-lapsing authority to ensure that budgetary allocations 
unexpended at the end of the fiscal year for which they are 
appropriated are carried forward; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a progress 
report on the implementation of the present resolution to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session and 
decides to consider the report at that session under a 
separate item. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 106th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted, 
by a recorded vote of 117 to 1, with 18 abstentions, the draft resolution submitted by 
the Second Committee in its report (A/31/436, para. 9). For the final text, see resolution 
31/174.4 

4/bid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/335 AND ADD.l AND 2 

Report of the Second Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31/335 

PART 1 

[Original: English] 
[ 18 November 1976] 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Second Committee the item entitled: 

"Development and international economic co-opera
tion: implementation of the decisions adopted by the 
General Assembly at its seventh special session: 

"(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System; 

"(b) Reports of the Secretary-General". 

2. The Second considered the item at its 4th to 16th 
meetings, between 5 and 20 October, in the context of a 
general discussion of related items. The Committee resumed 
its consideration of the item at its 29th, 41st and 46th 
meetings, on 2, 12 and 18 November. An account of the 
discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.4-16, 29,41 and 46). 

3. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments: 

(a) Chapter V of the report of the Economic and Social 
Council on the work of its organizational session for 1976 
and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions (A/31/3); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation (A/31/107 and 
Corr .1 and 2); 

(c) Report of the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization on the estab
lishment of an industrial technological information bank 
(A/31/147); 

(d) Letter dated I September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197); 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on the integration of 
women in the development process (A/31 /205 and Corr.l ); 

(f) Letter dated 9 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of an article 
by the Prime Minister of Pakistan (A/31/208); 
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(g) Progress report of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization on the 
joint study on international industrial co-operation 
(A/31/230); 

(h) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (A/31 /237); 

(i) Note by the Secretary-General on a United Nations 
special fund for land-locked developing countries 
(A/31 /260); 

(j) Preliminary study by the Secretary-General on the 
possibility of establishing an international energy institute 
within the framework of the United Nations system 
(A/31 /262); 

(k) Report of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development on the 
evaluation of the results of the fourth session of the 
Conference (A/31 /276); 

(l) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report 
of the Conference on International Economic Co-operation 
on its activities as at mid-September 1976 (A/31/282); 

(m) Letter dated 3 October 1976 from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of a state
ment by the Soviet Government on the restructuring of 
international economic relations (A/C.2/31/1 ); 

(n) Progress report of the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination on the response of the United Nations 
system to General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) 
(E/5803/ Add .I); 

(o) Report of the Secretary-General on the establishment 
of a network for the exchange of technological information 
(E/5839); 

( p) Progress report of the Director-General of the In tee
national Labour Office on the outcome of the Tripartite 
World Conference on Employment, Income Distribution, 
Social Progress and the International Division of Labour 
(E/5857). 

4. At the 41st meeting, the representative of Pakistan, in 
his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.I6), entitled 
"Conference on Internatiomal Economic Co-operation". 

5. At the 46th meeting, Mr. I. Goritza, Vice-Chairman of 
the Committee, submitted a revised draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.21 ), prepared on the basis of the informal 
consultations held on draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.16. Draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.21 read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
nf 1 Mf)\/ 1 07..1 r-.-..nto:J~ninn fha T'\.o.r.l ........... ~........... .... ... ....1 .. t ......... 

Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 
December 1974 containing the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation, 

"Recalling further its resolution 3515 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975 on the Conference on International 
Economic Co-operation, 

"Taking note of the interim report of the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation on its activities 
as at mid-September 1976 (see A/31 /282), 

"Noting the growing concern of many countries, 
including the developing countries, that most of the 
developed countries participating in the Conference have 
yet to demonstrate the necessary political will to achieve 
concrete results, 

"Considering that the achievement of concrete and 
substantial results in all areas under consideration at the 
Conference is fundamental to the success of the Con
ference and should make a substantial contribution to the 
economic development of developing countries and con
stitute a significant advance in international economic 
co-operation, 

"1. Expresses its deep concern at the lack of evidence 
so far that the Conference on International Economic 
Co-operation will achieve the necessary concrete results 
and its profound concern at the adverse effects on 
international economic co-operation if the Conference is 
not a success; 

"2. Urges all the countries participating in the Con
ference on International Economic Co-operation to make 
all the necessary efforts to ensure the success of the 
Conference; 

"3. Further urges the Conference to respond to the 
proposals put forward by the developing countries in the 
Conference in a manner that will enable the Conference 
to reach concrete results in all areas that would make a 
substantial contribution to the economic development of 
developing countries and a significant advance in inter
national economic co-operation at the concluding Minis
terial Meeting in December 1976; 

"4. Emphasizes the interrelationship of the work of 
the four Commissions, which should proceed in a parallel 
manner and should produce an interrelated set of positive 
and concrete results; 

"5. Decides to consider during its present session the 
results of the concluding Ministerial Meeting of the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation, 
which will take place from 15 to 17 December 1976." 

At the same meeting, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee 
withdrew that draft resolution. 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
----1 •• ..__: __ A /11 ..,/11 IT 1/ 1 11 11 
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with 30 abstentions (see para. 9 below). The voting was as 
follows: 

In fm·ow. Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahamas, 
Bahrain, Ban):!bdesh. Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, 
Bot:..wan<l, Brazil. Burma, Burundi, Cape Verde, Chad, 
Chile, China, Comoros, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Demo
cratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Re
public, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Gabon, G:11nhia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel. Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, 
Mex1cn, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, 
Pak1stan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Q3ta1, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, 
Sii Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Re
public. Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Umted Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Repubhc of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

11Jstaining Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bye
lorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany. Federal Republic of, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kmgdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of Amenca. 

7. Statements in explanation of votes before and after 
the vote were made by the representatives of Bulgaria (on 
behalf also of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hun
gary, Mongolia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), 
Canada, Australia, Japan, the United States of America, 
Sweden, Israel, the Netherlands (on behalf of the nine 
members of the European Economic Community), Portugal 
and Spain. The representatives of Pakistan and Venezuela 
also made statements. 

8. An account of the statements referred to in para
graph 7 above is contained in the summary record of the 
meeting (A/C.2/31/SR.46). 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

9. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assern bly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Con(erence on International Economic Co-operation 

17ze General AssemNJ', 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 
May 1974 contaming the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Econo~IIJC Order, 3 281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 

containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Recalling further its resolution 3515 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975 on the Conference on International Eco
nomic Co-operation, 

Taking note of the interim report of the Conference on 
International Economic Co-operation on its activities as at 
mid-September 1976 (see A/31 /282), 

Noting with growing concern that most of the developed 
countries participating in the Conference on International 
Economic Co-operation have yet to demonstrate the 
necessary political will to achieve concrete results, 

Considering that the achievement of concrete and sub
stantial results in all areas under consideration at the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation is a 
prerequisite for the success of the Conference and should 
make a substantial contribution to the economic develop
ment of developing countries and constitute a significant 
advance in international economic co-operation, 

1. t'xpresses its deep concern and disappointment at the 
failure of the Conference on International Economic 
Co-operation to achieve any concrete results so far and its 
profound concern at the adverse effect which the failure of 
the Conference will have on international economic co
operation; 

2. Urges all the countries participating in the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation to make all the 
necessary efforts to ensure the success of the Conference; 

3. Further urges the developed countries participating in 
the Conference on International Economic Co-operation to 
respond positively to the proposals put forward by the 
developing countries so as to reach concrete results in all 
areas at the concluding Ministerial Meeting in December 
1976; 

4. Affirms the interrelationship of the work of the four 
Commissions of the Conference, which should proceed in a 
parallel manner and should achieve an interrelated set of 
positive and concrete results; 

5. Decides to consider during its current session the 
results of the concluding Ministerial Meeting of the Con
ference on International Economic Co-operation, which 
will take place from 15 to 17 December 1976. 

DOCUMENT A/31/335/ADD.I 

PART II 

f Original: English] 
f 17 December 1976] 

1. The Second Committee continued its consideration of 
agenda item 66 at its 58th, 61 st to 63rd, 65th and 66th 
meetings, between 1 and 13 December 1 CJ76. An account of 
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the discussion of the Committee is contained in the relevant 
summary records (A/C.2/31/SR.58, 61-63, 65 and 66). 

2. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council on the work of its resumed sixty-first session 
( A/31 /3 I Add .I (part V) ); 

(b) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restruc
turing of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United 
Nations System on the work of its second, third and fourth 
sessions (A/31/34 and Add.l and 2); 

{c) Note by the Secretariat reproducing the text of a 
draft resolution entitled "Special intergovernmental com
mittee on international trade", consideration of which the 
General Assembly, at its thirtieth session, had deferred until 
its thirty-first session (A/C.2/31 /L.5). 

3. The Committee considered four draft resolutions and 
three draft decisions, as set forth in sections I to VII below. 

4. At the 61st meeting, on 7 December, the represen
tative of the Philippines, on behalf of Argentina, Austria, 
Bangladesh, Bolivia, Canada, Denmark, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Finland, Guyana, Iran, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Togo, Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, Vene
zuela and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31 /L.61) entitled "The effective mobilization of women in 
development" and orally introduced the following 
revisions: 

(a) The replacement of operative paragraph 2 by the 
following: 

"2. Urges Member States to implement the recommen
dations set out in resolution 3505 (XXX), to facilitate the 
equal participation of women with men in all develop
ment efforts, and in particular to ensure that they have 
equal access to political parties, trade unions, training, 
especially in agriculture, co-operatives, and credit and 
loan systems, as well as equal opportunities to participate 
in policy-making in the economic field, commerce and 
trade, and the advanced sectors of industry"; 

(b) The addition, in operative paragraph 4, of the words 
"the International Labour Organisation" after the words 
"the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations". 

Subsequently, Pakistan joined in sponsoring the draft 
resolution. 

5. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.61, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution I). 

6. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, the 
representative of the United States of America made a 
statement. 

II 
7. At the 62nd meeting, on 8 December, the represen

tative of Norway, on behalf of Austria, Canada, Colombia, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, Greece, Iraq, Jordan, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, the 
Philippines, Swaziland, Sweden, Tunisia, Uganda and 
Yemen, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.48) 
entitled "Tripartite World Conference on Employment, 
Income Distribution, Social Progress and the International 
Division of Labour" and orally revised the draft resolution 
by replacing the words "International Labour Organisa
tion" by the words "International Labour Office" in 
operative paragraph 4. 

8. Subsequently, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal and Sierra 
Leone joined in sponsoring the draft resolution. 

9. At the 63rd meeting, on 9 December, the represen
tative of Norway, on behalf of the sponsors, further orally 
revised the draft resolution by deleting the fifth preambular 
paragraph, which read as follows: 

"Considering the importance of problems of employ
ment, distribution of income and basic needs in national 
and international strategies against mass poverty and for 
development". 

10. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31 /L.48, as orally revised, without a vote 
(see para. 26 below, draft resolution II). 

11. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, 
statements were made by the representatives of the 
Netherlands, Sweden (also on behalf of Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland and Norway), China and Pakistan. 

III 

12. At its 63rd meeting, the Committee considered the 
report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of 
the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System 

1
(A/31/34 and Add.! and 2), and heard an intro

ductory statement by the Chairman of the Ad Hoc 
Committee. 

13. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted a draft 
decision proposed by th~ Chairman (A/C.2/31 /L.84) with
out a vote (see para. 27 below, draft decision I). 

IV 

14. The General Assembly, in a decision taken at its 
244lst plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975, had 
decided to defer until its thirty-first session consideration 
of a draft resolution entitled "Special intergovernmental 
committee on international trade" .I In order to facilitate 
the work of the Committee, the draft resolution was 
reproduced in a note by the Secretariat (A/C.2/3l /L.5). 

15. At its 63rd meeting, the Committee had before it a 
draft decision proposed by the Chairman (A/C.2/31 /L. 74), 
entitled "Soecial intergovernmental committee on inter-

1 For the oeclSion, in which may be found the text of the draft 
resolution, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth 
Session, Supplement No. 34, p. 79, agenda item 123, subpara. (b). 
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national trade", where by consideration of the draft reso
lution in question would be deferred until the thirty-second 
session of the General Assembly. 

16. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
decision A/C.2/31/L.74, without a vote (see para. 27 
below, draft decision II). 

v 

17. At the 65th meeting, on 10 December, the represen
tative of Afghanistan, on behalf of Afghanistan, Bangla
desh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Burundi, the Central 
African Republic, Chad, India, the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mongolia, Nepal, the 
Niger, Paraguay, Rwanda, Swaziland, Uganda, the Upper 
Volta, Zaire and Zambia, introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31 /L.51 ), entitled "United Nations Special Fund 
for Land-locked Developing Countries". 

18. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.2/31/L.51 by 82 votes to none, with 20 
abstentions (see para. 26 below, draft resolution III). 

19. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of Finland, Sweden, Japan, the United 
States of America, the Netherlands (on behalf of the nine 
members of the European Economic Community) and New 
Zealand. 

VI 

20. At the 65th meeting, Mr. I. Goritza, Vice-Chairman 
of the Committee, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31/L.86) entitled "Implementation of General Assembly 
resolutions 2626 (XXV), 3202 (S-VI), 3281 (XXIX) and 
3362 (S· VII)". 

21. At the same meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
withdrew draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.28, entitled "Imple
mentation of General Assembly resolutions on the estab· 
lishment of the new international economic order", which 
read as follows 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3203 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 
December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco· 
nomic co-operation, 

"Recalling also its resolution 3506 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975, in which it established the procedure for 
the review of the implementation of the decisions 
adopted by the General Assembly at its seventh special 
session, 

"Recalling further its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 
October 1970, containing the goals, targets and policy 

measures of the International Development Strategy for 
the Second United Nations Development Decade, which 
have been reinforced by its resolutions on the establish
ment of the new internatiqnal economic order, and its 
resolution 3517 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 on the 
mid-term review and appraisal of progress in the imple
mentation of the International Development Strategy, 

"Noting the report of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(A/31/276), the interim report of the Conference on 
International Economic Co-operation (see A/31/282), as 
well as other relevant reports, 

"Noting further that the pertinent decisions adopted at 
the Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 at Manila, the 
Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries at Colombo and the Conference 
on Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries 
at Mexico City have further elaborated the concept and 
the actions required for the establishment of the new 
international economic order, 

"Considering with deep and increasing concern that 
parts of the developing world are still subject to foreign 
aggression and occupation, apartheid, racial discrimi· 
nation and colonial and neo-colonial domination, which 
constitute the major obstacles to the economic emanci
pation and development of the developing countries as a 
whole as well as some of the greatest threats to 
international peace and security, 

"Considering that the concept of interdependence does 
not imply that the development and prosperity of the 
developing countries should be construed as being merely 
by-products of growing affluence in the developed 
countries, 

"Noting with regret that the developed countries have 
yet to display the necessary political will to implement 
these fundamental decisions and fulfil their commitments 
and obligations and to adjust their policies for this 
purpose, 

"Deeply concerned that, as a consequence, during the 
current Decade the terms of trade of the developing 
countries have deteriorated even further, leading to 
unprecedented and growing balance-of-payments deficits, 
the burden of debt has reached unmanageable propor· 
tions in many developing countries, growth in the 
developing countries is expected to fall short not only of 
the 6 per cent target set in the Strategy but also of the 
rate of growth achieved in the First United Nations 
Development Decade and that, for many developing 
countries, particularly the least developed, land-locked, 
island and most seriously affected developing countries, 
real per capita income will be lower in 1980 than at the 
start of the Decade, 

"Considering that the primal issue confronting the 
international community is the inequitable structure of 
economic relations between the developed and the 
developing countries, a situation which constitutes a 
serious threat to international peace and security, 
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"I 

"1. Affirms that its decisions on the establishment of 
the new international economic order represent a com
mitment on the part of Member States to ensure equity in 
economic relations between developed and developing 
countries and a deliberate, sustained and planned effort 
to develop the economies of the developing countries; 

"2. Notes with concern that the agreements reached at 
the fourth session of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development were limited in nature and did 
not adequately respond to the agreements contained in 
General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 Septem
ber 1975 and even less to the proposals of the developing 
countries as set out in the Manila Declaration and 
Programme of Action ;2 

"3. Further notes with concern that, despite the 
expectations rested on the Conference on International 
Economic Co-operation, there has been no concrete 
progress so far, even in the face of the most urgent and 
pressing problems of the developing countries; 

"4. Reaffirms the conclusions reached in the mid-term 
review and appraisal of progress in the implementation of 
the International Development Strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade, contained in 
General Assembly resolution 2517 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, which specifically identified serious shortfalls 
on the part of the developed countries in the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV) 
during the first half of the Decade; 

"5. Expresses its deep concern and disappointment 
that there has been no real progress or concrete action 
towards the implementation of the decisions on the 
establishment of the new international economic order; 

"6. Reaffirms further that urgent, vigorous and con
crete steps and action still remain to be taken, collectively 
and individually, by all members of the international 
community to end without delay all forms of foreign 
aggression and occupation, racial discrimination, apart
heid, colonialism and neo-colonialism and that it is also 
the duty of all States effectively to support and extend 
assistance to the countries, territories and peoples sub
jected to them so as to restore their national sovereignty. 
territorial integrity and their inalienable and fundamental 
rights in order to promote development and international 
co-operation, peace and secunty; 

"7. Urges therefore the developed countries to display 
the necessary political will in the ongoing negotiations in 
different United Nations forums and elsewhere, so as to 
reach the concrete and urgent solutions necessary to 
promote the establishment of the new international 
economic order; 

"8. Considers that failure to achieve early, concrete 
and substantial solutions to the development problems of 

2 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (Umted 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.Il.D.10), annex V (TD/195). 

the developing countries in negotiations on the establish
ment of the new international economic order would 
have adverse effects on intcmational economic co-
operation; 

"II 

"9. Decides to undertake during its thirty->ecund 
session a detailed assessment of the progress made in the 
implementation of the decisions on the establishment of 
the new international economic order, together with the 
review and appraisal of the implementation of the 
International Development Strategy under a single item 
entitled 'Establishment of the new international eco
nomic order'; 

"I 0. Requests the Economic and Social Council and 
its Committee on Review and Appraisal to prepare a 
preliminary assessment for consideration by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session, bearing in mind the 
provisions of the preceding paragraphs and the reports at 
the sectoral and regional level presented by the United 
Nations organs and organizations concerned and such 
other developments as may take place in the interim; 

"11. Requests further the Secretary-General as well as 
the heads of the United Nations organs and organizations 
concerned, in preparing for the review and assessment, 
and Member States, in preparing their national reports on 
the implementation of the International Development 
Strategy, to take fully into account the prov1sions of the 
present resolution, in particular paragraph 9." 

22. At its 66th meeting, on 13 December, the Com
mittee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.86 by a re
corded vote of I 05 to 1, with 7 abstentions (see para. 26 
below, draft resolution IV). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, 
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Bye
lorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Demo
cratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, ·~ermany, Federal Republic 
of, Israel, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. 
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23. Statements in explanation of vote were made after 
the vote by the representatives of Belgium, France, Japan, 
Bulgaria (on behalf also of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Re
public, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), Denmark, Finland, Greece, Italy, the United 
States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Spain, Canada, Pakistan (on behalf of the Group of 77), 
Australia, Israel and Egypt. The representative of the Upper 
Volta also made a statement. 

VII 

24. At its 66th meeting, the Committee had before it a 
draft decision proposed by the Chairman (A/C.2/31/L.91), 
on reports submitted to the General Assembly under 
item 66. 

25. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
decision A/C.2/31/L.91 without a vote (see para. 27 below, 
draft decision III). 

Recommendations of the Second Committee 

26. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to IV below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Effective mobilization of women in development 

77ze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3505 (XXX) of 15 December 
197$ on the integration of women in the development 
process, 

Recalling further the United Nations regional seminar on 
the theme "The participation of women in economic, social 
and political development: obstacles that hinder their 
integration", held at Buenos Aires from 22 to 30 March 
1976,3 

Reaffirming the importance of the role of women in all 
aspects of economic and social development and their 
contribution to the establishment of the new international 
economic order, 

Recognizing that women, especiaily those at the lower 
socio-economic levels, are among the most disadvantaged 
groups of society. 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the integration of women in the development process 
(A/31 /205 and Corr.l); 

2. Urges Member States to implement the recommen
datiom ~et out m General Assembly resolution 
3505 (XXX), to facilitate the equal participation of women 

with men in all development efforts and, in particular, to 
ensure that women have equal access to political parties, 
trade unions, training, especially in agriculture, co-opera
tives, and credit and loan systems, as well as equal 
opportunities to participate in policy-making in the eco
nomic field, in commerce and trade and in the advanced 
sectors of industry; 

3. Further urges the relevant organizations of the United 
Nations system to strengthen their support of development 
programmes or projects relating to women; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a compre
hensive report for submission to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-third session on the effective mobilization of 
women for development, particularly in the areas referred 
to in paragraph 2 above, in collaboration with the relevant 
organizations within the United Nations system-especially 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 
the United Nations Development Programme, the United 
Nations Children's Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organi
zation of the United Nations, the International Labour 
Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization, 
the World Bank and the regional commissions-and the 
relevant non-governmental organizations, which should 
include an evaluation of the extent to which their pro
grammes benefit women. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Tripartite World Conference on Employment, Income 
Distribution, Social Progress and the International Divi
sion of Labour 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3509 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975 relating to the Tripartite World Conference on 
Employment, Income Distribution, Social Progress and the 
International Division of Labour, 

Recalling further its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 
October 1970 containing the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action 
on the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and 
international economic co-operation, 

Taking note of the information contained in chapter V of 
the report of the Economic and Social Council (A/31 /3) 
and of Council decision 182 (LXI) of 5 August 1976 
relating to the Tripartite World Conference, 

Bearing in mind that the fundamental objectives of the 
United Nations include the creation of conditions of 
economic and social progress and development, the ~ecuring 
of higher standards of living, full productive employment 
and universal respect for the observance of human rights 
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1. Takes note with satisfaction of the Declaration of 
Principles and Programme of Action adopted by the 
Tripartite World Conference on Employment, Income 
Distribution, Social Progress and the International Division 
of Labour, held at Geneva from 4 to 17 June 1976 (see 
E/5857); 

2. Requests the International La hour Organisation to 
submit a special report to the Economic and Social Council 
on the measures which it has taken and which it envisages 
for the implementation of the Programme of Action; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate 
steps, through the Administrative Committee on Co-ordi
nation, with a view to promoting and co-ordinating active 
participation by the various specialized agencies and other 
bodies of the United Nations system in the implementation 
of the Programme of Action and to report to the Economic 
and Social Council; 

4. Requests the Economic and Social Council to under
take an appraisal of the activities of the organizations of the 
United Nations system in the light of the Programme of 
Action, taking into account, in particular, the relevant 
discussions and decisions of the Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office, as well as the reports referred 
to in paragraphs 2 and 3 above, and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked 
Developing Countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3311 (XXIX) of 14 December 
1974 in which it requested the Secretary-General to submit 
to it at its special session devoted to development and 
international economic co-operation a comprehensive study 
on the transit problems of the land-locked developing 
countries and a complete study on the establishment of a 
fund in favour of the land-locked developing countries, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 
1755 (LIV) of 16 May 1973 in which the Council defined 
the scope of a complete study on the establishment of the 
fund, 

Recalling further the decision taken at its seventh special 
session4 and its resolution 3504 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975, in which it decided to establish immediately a special 
fund for the land-locked developing countries to com
pensate for their additional transport and transit costs, 

Reaffirming that the land-locked developing countries, as 
a result of their geographical limitations, are doubly 
disadvantaged, especially with regard to their additional 
transport, transit and trans-shipment costs, 

Having considered the draft statute of the United Nations 
Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries con-

4 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Sevenrh Special 
f.!o('<p;,-,., f:unn/ornonf l\Jr. 1 n 1 n 1tPrn 7 <:.nhn~T~ fnJ 

tained in the note by the Secretary-General prepared in 
pursuance of General Assembly resolution 3504 (XXX) 
(A/31/260, annex), 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment for the preparation of proposals on the organizational 
arrangements of the United Nations Special Fund for 
Land-locked Developing Countries, including the draft 
statute; 

2. Approves the statute of the Fund, annexed to the 
present resolution; 

3. Requests the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, in close collaboration with the secretariat of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to 
manage the Fund during the interim period and report on 
its activities to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

4. Appeals to all international organizations and fi. 
nancial institutions, as well as potential donor countries, to 
provide the necessary financial resources in order to make 
the Fund operational during the interim period; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the 
pledging conference as envisaged in article 3, paragraph 2, 
of the statute; 

6. Calls upon Member States and the entire international 
community to contribute generously to the Fund. 

ANNEX 

Statute of the United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked 
Developing Countries 

INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing 
Countries (hereinafter referred to as the Fund) shall operate as an 
organ of the General Assembly in accordance with the provisions set 
forth below. 

Article 1 

PURPOSE 

In order to compensate the land-locked developing countries for 
their additional transport and transit costs, the Fund shall: 

(a) Provide resources to offset the disadvantages created by the 
additional transport and transit costs facing the land-locked de
veloping countries: 

(b) Provide financial and technical assistance for proJects aimed at 
reducing the transit and related transport costs incurred by the 
land-locked developing countries, and at other improvements 111 tht• 
transit and related transport facilities and arrangements for these 
countries; 

(c) Provide fmancial support for studies, to be carried out by 
appropriate United Nations organs, of existing transit and related 
transport facilities and arrangements for land-loc:ked developing 
countries, and of ways of improving them; 

(d) Co-ordinate its activities with: 

(i) The programme of studies and technical assistance con
cerning the transit and related transport needs of land-locked 
..J~~·~l..-..~:.-.~ ~.-. ....... .;. .. ;..,..., t_...,.,..,.., ..,.~ .. ...: ... ...1 .--. .. + J......, +J.....,. T r ..... ;.;.,.A 1\T..,.+;n .......... 
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Conference on Trade and Development and the regional 
commissions; 

(ii) Related programmes in the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat and other 
United Nations bodies; 

(iii) Programmes of technical and financial assistance on behalf of 
land-locked developing countries in the United Nations 
Development Programme and other multilateral and bilateral 
assistance agencies. 

Article 2 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1. The proviSion of assistance shall be in conformity with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 

2. Assistance from the Fund shall not serve as a means for 
economic and political interference in the internal affairs of 
recipient countries and shall not be influenced by considerations 
relating to the nature of their economic, social and political systems. 

Article 3 

RESOURCES 

1. The resources of the Fund shall consist of voluntary contribu
tions in cash or in kind by Governments. The Fund shall also be 
empowered to receive contributions from international organi
zations, both governmental and non-governmental, and from other 
private sources. 

2. Contributions to the Fund may also be made by means of 
pledging conferences convened by the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, the first pledging conference to be convened not 
later than twelve months after the adoption of the statute of the 
Fund. Contributions as pledged to the Fund shall be payable within 
the twelve months following the pledge. 

3. Cash contributions shall be made in convertible currencies or 
in currency readily usable by the Fund. 

4. Contributions shall be made without limitation to a specific 
recipient country. 

Article 4 

ORGANIZATION AND SUPERVISION 

1. The policies and procedures of the Fund shall be formulated 
by a Board of Governors, composed of representatives of thirty-six 
States Members of the United Nations or members of specialized 
agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency, elected by 
the General Assembly keeping in view, inter alia, the need for 
balance among the representation of the beneficiary land-locked 
developing countries and their transit neighbours. on the one hand, 
and potential donor countries, both developed and developing, on 
the other. States elected to the Board of Governors shall do their 
utmost to ensure that their representatives possess the expertise 
required for the efficient operation of the Fund. 

2. The members of the Board of Governors shall be elected for a 
term of three years, provided, however, that, of the members 
dected at the first election, the terms of one third of the members 
shall expire at the end of one year and the terms of a further one 
third of the members at the end of two years. Retiring members 
shall be eligible for re-election. 

3. The Board of Governors shall report annually to the General 
A~scmbly through the Economic and Social Council. The comments 
of the Council on the report shall also be transmitted to the 
Assembly. 

4. The Board of Governors shall meet at least once a year and as 
often as may be necessary for the condus_t of the work of the Fund. 

5. The Board of Governors may, in the light of requirements, 
establish an Executive Committee to supervise the operations of th. 

at regular intervals. Beneficiary land-locked developing countries 
and their transit neighbours, on the one hand, and potential donor 
countries, on the other, shall . be represented on the Executive 
Committee in proportions similar to such representation on the 
Board of Governors. 

Article 5 

QUORUM AND VOTING 

1. A majority of the members of the Board of Governors or of 
the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

2. Each member of the Board of Governors and each member of 
the Executive Committee shall have one vote. 

3. Decisions on all questions shall as far as possible be made on 
the basis of consensus. In the absence of consensus, decisions shall 
be made by a majority of the members present and voting. For the 
purpose of the present article, the phrase "members present and 
voting" means members present and casting an affirmative or 
negative vote. Members which abstain from voting are considered as 
not voting. 

Article 6 

MANAGEMENT 

I. The chief executive officer of the Fund, who shall be 
appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations subject to 
confirmation by the General Assembly, shall be the Executive 
Director of the Fund. 

2. The Executive Director shall discharge his functions under the 
guidance and supervision of the Board of Governors and the 
Executive Committee, if established, in whose deliberations he will 
participate without the right to vote. He shall exercise over-all 
responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the Fund and shall 
report directly, on a regular basis, to the Board of Governors, or 
through the Executive Committee, if established, on the operations 
of the Fund. 

3. The ~xecutive Director shall be assisted by a small secretariat 
within the framework of the United Nations Secretariat. The Fund 
may enter into management contracts with the competent inter
national organizations, including the regional development banks, to 
conduct its operations. The contracts shall ensure the full and 
effective control, at all times, of the Fund over the operations. The 
Executive Director shall make effective use of the existing facilities 
of the United Nations Secretariat, including those of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the regional 
commissions and the United Nations Industrial Development Organ
ization, as well as those of the United Nations Development 
Programme. Where appropriate, the Fund may also use the facilities 
of the specialized agencies. 

Article 7 

MODES OF OPERATION 

I. To carry out its purposes as specified in article 1, the Fund is 
empowered to make grants and loans, including loans on conces
sionary terms, and, as appropriate, to participate in investments and 
to allocate assistance in kind under its control and direction. 

2. The Fund shall ensure an equitable distribution of its 
resources, taking into account the needs of each of the land-locked 
developing countries as well as relevant problems at the regional and 
subregional levels. 

Article 8 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENTS OF 
RECIPIENT COUNTRIES 

Governments of recipient countries shall ensure the effective 
utilization of the resources provided by the Fund, shall maintain the 
records re4uired by the Fund in connexion with the administration 
of its financial and technical assistance and shall report fully on the 
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Article 9 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

1. The fmancial regulations for the Fund shall be drafted by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations in consultation with the 
Executive Director of the Fund, for approval by the General 
Assembly on the recommendation of the Board of Governors. In the 
preparation of these regulations, account shall be taken of the 
special requirements of the operations of the Fund. 

2. Pending the approval by the General Assembly of financial 
regulations for the Fund, the Financial Regulations and Rules of the 
United NationsS shall apply. 

Article 10 

FUTURE INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 

The General Assembly shall review, in the light of experience, the 
effectiveness and further evolution of these institutional arrange
ments with a view to deciding upon such changes and improvements 
as may be necessary in order to meet fully the purposes of the 
Fund. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Implementation of General Assembly resolutions 2626 
(XXV), 3202 (S-VJ), 3281 (XXIX) and 3362 (S.VII) 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 3 281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Recalling also its resolution 3506 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975 on the implementation of the decisions adopted by 
the General Assembly at its seventh special session, 

Recalling further its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 24 
October 1970, containing the goals, targets and policy 
measures of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, which have 
been complemented and strengthened by its resolutions on 
the establishment of a new international economic order 
and its resglution 3517 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 on 
the mid-term review and appraisal of progress in the 
implementation of the International Development Strategy, 

Noting the reports on the fourth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development held at 
Nairobi from 5 to 31 May 1976 (A/31/276), and the 
interim report of the Conference on International Eco
nomic Co-operation (see A/31 /282) as well as other 
relevant reports, 

Noting further the pertinent decisions on the establish
ment of the new international economic order adopted at 
the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77, held at 
Manila from 26 January to 7 February 1976,6 the Fifth 

5 ST/SGB/Financial Rulf's/1/Rev.l and Amend.l-5. 
6 &e Proceedings of the United Nativns Conference on Trade and 

Development. Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 

Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976 (see A/31 /197, annex II), and the Conference 
on Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries, 
held at Mexico City from 13 to 22 September 1976 (see 
A/C.2/31 /7, part one), 

Considering with deep and increasing concern that parts 
of the developing world are still subject to foreign 
aggression and occupation, apartheid, racial discrimination 
and colonial and neo-colonial domination, which constitute 
major obstacles to the economic emancipation and develop
ment of the developing countries as a whole as well as 
major threats to international peace and security, 

Noting the regret expressed by the developing countries 
that the developed countries have yet to display the 
necessary political will to implement these fundamental 
decisions of the United Nations and fulfil their commit
ments and obligations and to adjust their policies for this 
purpose, 

Deeply concerned that during the current Second United 
Nations Development Decade the terms of trade of the 
majority of developing countries have deteriorated, to
gether with unprecedented and growing balance-of
payments deficits, that the burden of debt has reached 
unmanageable proportions in many developing countries 
and growth in the developing countries is expected to fall 
short not only of the 6 per cent target of the International 
Development Strategy but also of the rate of growth 
achieved in the First United Nations Development Decade 
and that, for many developing countries, particularly 
among the least developed, land-locked, island and most 
seriously affected developing countries, real per capita 
income could, if present trends persist, be lower in 1980 
than at the start of the Decade, 

Considering that the inequity in economic relations 
between the developed and the developing countries is one 
of the primal issues confronting the international com
munity, a situation which could adversely affect inter
national economic co-operation and the promotion of 
world peace and security, 

1. Affirms that its resolutions on the establishment of a 
new international economic order reflect a commitment on 
the part of all countries to ensure equitable economic 
relations between developed and developing countries and a 
deliberate, sustained and planned effort to contribute to 
the development of the developing countries; 

2. Emphasizes the conclusions reached in the mid-term 
review and appraisal of progress in the implementation of 
the International Development Strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade, contained in its 
resolution 3517(XXX) of 15 December 1975, which 
specifically identified serious shortfalls in the implemen
tation of its resolution 2626 (XXV) during the first half of 
the Decade; 

3. f<-xpresses its deep concern and dz:sappointment at the 
failure of the Conference on International EconoriJic 
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4. Reaffirms that urgent, more vigorous and concrete 
steps and actions still remain to be taken, collectively and 
individually, by all members of the international com
munity to end without delay all forms of foreign aggression 
and occupatiOn, racial discrimination, apartheid, colo
nialism and neo-colonialism and that it is also the duty of 
all States effectively to support and extend assistance to the 
countries, territories and peoples subjected to them so as to 
restore their national sovereignty, their territorial integrity 
and their inalienable and fundamental rights in order to 
promote development and international co-operation, peace 
and security; 

5. Etpresses deep concern, despite some progress in 
certain areas, at the slow pace of progress in the implemen
tation of the measures specified in the resolutions and 
decisions of the General Assembly adopted at its sixth and 
seventh special sessions and at the limited nature of 
agreements reached at the fourth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 

6. Urges the international community, particularly the 
developed countries, to display the necessary political will 
in the ongoing negotiations in different United Nations 
forums and elsewhere so as to reach the concrete and 
urgent solutions necessary to promote the establishment of 
a new international economic order; 

II 

1 . Decides to undertake during the course of its thirty
second session a detailed assessment of the progress made in 
the implementation of its resolutions 2626 (XXV), 
3202 (S-VT), 3281 (XXIX) and 3362 (S-VII) under a single 
item entitled "Assessment of the progress made in the 
implementation of General Assembly resolutions 
2626 (XXV), 3202 (S-VI), 3281 (XXIX) and 3362 (S-VII) 
entitled. respectively, 'International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade', 
'Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order', 'Charter of Economic 
Rigllts and Duties of States' and 'Development and inter
national economic co-operation'"; 

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council and the 
Committee on Review and Appraisal to prepare a preli
minary assessment, for consideration by the General As
sembly at its thirty-second session, bearing in mind the 
provisions of the preceding paragraphs and the reports at 
the sectoral and regional level submitted by the United 
Nations organs and organizations concerned and such other 
developments as may take place in the interim; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General and the heads of the 
United Nations bodies and organizations concerned, in 
preparing for the review and assessment, and Member 
States. in preparing their national reports on the implemen
tation of the International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, to take fully 
into account the provisions of the present resolution, in 
particular section II, paragraph 1. 

* 

* * 

27. The Second Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of draft decisions I to III 
below: 

DRAFT DECISION I 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of 
the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System 

The General Assembly: 

(a) Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of 
the United Nations System (A/31/34 and Add.l and 2); 

(b) Decides to extend the mandate of the Ad Hoc 
Committee with a view to enabling it to submit final 
recommendations, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session through the Economic 
and Social Council at its sixty-third session; 

(c) Requests the Economic and Social Council to con
tinue, as envisaged in section VII, paragraph 2, of General 
Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII), the process of rational
ization and reform which it has undertaken in accordance 
with Council resolution 1 768 (LIV) of 18 May 1973 and 
Assembly resolution 3341 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974; 

(d) Further requests the Economic and Social Council to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
the report requested in Assembly resolution 3341 (XXIX). 

DRAFT DECISION II 

Special intergovernmental committee on 
international trade 

The General Assembly decides to defer until its thirty
second session consideration of the draft resolution entitled 
"Special intergovernmental committee on international 
trade" (see A/C.2/31/L.5). 

DRAFT DECISION III 

Documents relating to development and international 
economic co-operation 

The General Assembly decides to take note of the 
following documents: 

(a) Preliminary study by the Secretary-General on the 
possibility of establishing an international energy institute 
within the framework of the United Nations system 
(A/31 /262); 

(b) Progress report of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization on the 
joint study on international industrial co-operation (A/31/ 
230); 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation (A/31/107 and 
Corr.l and 2); 
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(d) Report of the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization on the estab
lishment of an industrial technological information bank 
(A/31/147). 

(e) Report of the Secretary -General on the establishment 
of a network for the exchange of technological information 
(E/5839). 

DOCUMENT A/31/335/ADD.2 

PART III 

[Original: English] 
[ 19 September 1977] 

l. In accordance with General Assembly decision 
31/429 A of 22 December 1976, the Second Committee 
resumed its consideration of agenda item 66 at its 70th and 
71st meetings, on 14 and 19 September 1977. An account 
of the discussion of the Committee is contained in the 
relevant summary records (A/C.2/3I/SR.70 and 71). 

2. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the final 
report of the Conference on International Economic 
Co-operation (A/31/478 and Corr.1 and A/31/478/Add.l 
and Corr.1); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation (A/31 /480). 

3. At the 70th meeting, the representative of Pakistan, 
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Group of 77, 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31/L.95), entitled 
"Development and international economic co-operation", 
which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 24 October 
1970 containing the International Development Strategy 
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, 
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing 
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and 
international economic co-operation, 

"Recalling also the decisions within the context of the 
establishment of the new international economic order 
adopted by the United Nations conferences held on 
economic and social issues, 

"Recalling also its resolutions 3515 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975 and 31/14 of 19 November 1976 on the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation, 

"Taking note of the report of the Conference on 
International Economic Co-operation (A/31 /478 and 
Corr.l and A/31/478/Add.l and Corr.l), 

"Noting that the agreed objective of the Conference 
was to adopt concrete proposals for action, which would 
constitute a significant advance in international economic 
co-operation and make a substantial contribution to the 
economic development of developing countries; 

"Noting with concern that the progress in negotiations 
towards the establishment of the new international 
economic order has been slow and limited in all areas and 
forums, 

"Emphasizing that the United Nations system is the 
most appropriate and fully representative forum for these 
negotiations, 

"1. Notes with regret that the results of the Con
ference on International Economic Co-operation fell far 
short of its agreed objective, that no real progress was 
made towards the restructuring of the international 
economic system and the solution of the most pressing 
problems facing the developing countries; 

"2. Expresses concern that the Conference on Inter· 
national Economic Co-operation failed to reach agree
ments which could contribute to the establishment of the 
new international economic order; 

"3. Notes that the Conference reached only certain 
limited agreements, inter alia, in areas of infrastructural 
development, particularly in Africa, commodities, food 
and agriculture and the flow of resources to developing 
countries; 

"4. Affirms that new and resolute efforts must be 
made by the international community, in particular by 
the developed countries, in order to secure positive and 
concrete results within specific time frames on all issues 
relating to the establishment of the new international 
economic order; 

"5. Urges all countries to use the United Nations 
system for all negotiations of a global nature related to 
the establishment of the new international economic 
order; 

"6. Calls upon the developed countries urgently to 
fulfil their commitment to negotiate and to reconsider 
their position on unresolved issues in order to facilitate 
the early establishment of the new international eco
nomic order; 

"7. Urges the developed countries to accord priority 
to the particular needs and requirements of the least 
developed, land-locked, most seriously affected and island 
developing countries on the basis of decisions adopted 
within the United Nations system; 

"8. Decides to intensify at its thirty-second session, 
under item 67 of its provisional agenda, negotiations in 
the process of establishing the new international eco
nomic order and also to provide guidelines for the 
conduct of such negotiations in the appropriate bodies of 
the United Nations system; 

"9. Decides to continue to review, in depth, at its 
regular sessions the progress of implementation of deci-
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sions on and negotiations towards the establishment of 
the new international economic order and also to 
facilitate and/or find solutions to outstanding problems 
encountered in such negotiations in the organs, organiza
tions and other bodies and conferences within the United 
Nations system; 

"10. Requests the Economic and Social Council to 
assist the General Assembly in performing the tasks 
outlined in paragraph 9 above; 

"11. Requests the United Nations Conference oq 
Trade and Development to keep under review the 
interrelationship of international economic issues as well 
as the impact of the results of negotiations on these issues 
on international economic co-operation and especially on 
the trade and development of developing countries; 

"12. Requests the Secretary-General and all organs, 
organizations and other bodies and conferences of the 
United Nations system: 

"(a) To take appropriate steps, as envisaged in para
graph 8 above, to organize effective negotiations, within 
their fields of competence, with a view to reaching, 
within specific time frames, concrete and positive results 
on all issues relating to the establishment of the new 
international economic order; 

"(b) To submit reports to the General Assembly 
regarding any difficulties that may arise in the negotia
tions in order to enable it to take action as provided for 
in paragraph 8 above; 

"(c) To include in such reports adequate explanations 
as well as the necessary documentation prepared by the 
secretariats of the bodies submitting the reports; 

"13. Requests the Secretary-General also to publicize, 
to the widest extent possible, the concept and elements 
of the new international economic order, in particular in 
the developed countries, for the purpose of generating the 
necessary political will for its implementation; 

"14. Decides to convene a special session of the 
General Assembly at the ministerial level by early 1980 at 
the latest, in order to assess the progress made in the 
various forums of the United Nations system in the 
establishment of the new international economic order, 
and in the light of that assessment to take appropriate 
action for further promotion of the development of 
developing countries and international economic co
operation, including the adoption of the new inter
national development strategy." 

4. A statement of the administrative and financial 
implications of the draft resolution was submitted by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly (A/C.2/31/L.96). 

5. At the same meeting, following an exchange of views, 
the Committee agreed, on the proposal of the Chairman, to 
hold informal consultations on the draft resolution under 
the chairmanship of Mr. I. Goritza (Romania), Vice
Chairman of the Committee. 

6. At the 71st meeting, the Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee reported that no agreement had been reached 
on the draft resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/462 

Suspension of the thirty-fust session 

Letter dated 17 December 1976 from the Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations addressed to the 
President of the General Assembly 

The Group of 77 met yesterday afternoon to take note of 
the decision by members of the Conference on Inter
national Economic Co-operation to postpone their Minis
terial Meeting, which was to have taken place between IS 
and 17 December 1976, until a date sometime in the first 
half of 1977. Discussion in the Group reflected disappoint
ment at the fact that the meeting has had to be postponed 
and at the meagre results yielded by the Paris Conference so 
far. The meeting also took into account the wish of the 
General Assembly, expressed in its resolution 31/14 of 19 
November 1976,7 that the results of the Conference should 
be assessed in the course of the current session. The Group 
also issued a communique containing its views on the 
subject, a copy of which is enclosed. 

7 Resolution adopted on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee (see A/31/335 above, para. 9). 

[Original: English] 
[20 December 1976] 

In the light of the postponement of the final Ministerial 
Meeting of the Conference, the Group of 77 was of the 
view that the current session of the General Assembly 
should not close on 21 December as previously decided and 
that it should be reconvened in a resumed session to 
consider agenda item 66, entitled "Development and 
international economic co-operation: implementation of 
the decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its 
seventh special session". 

I would request that this letter as well as the enclosed 
communique of the Group of 77 developing countries be 
circulated as a document of the General Assembly. 

(Signed) Iqbal AKHUND 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Pakistan 

to the United Nations 
Chairman of the Group of 77 
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ANNEX 

Communique issued by the Group of 77 developing countries 

1. Following the decision of the countries participating in the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation not to convene 
the concluding Ministerial Meetmg from 15 to 17 December 1976 
and to hold that meeting m the first part of 1977, the Group of 77 
met at United Nations Headquarters in New York, on 16 December 
1976, to consider the situation. The Group took note of that 
decision. 

2. The Group also noted that, as Mr. Perez Guerrero, the 
Co-Chairman of the Conference, stated to the press. 

"The developing countnes of the Group of 19 were prepared to 
meet on the original dates, but they have accepted the postpone
ment in view of the argument advanced that at th1s time some 
industrialized countries of the Group of 8 are not able to assume 
the political position which will ensure the success of the 
Conference and that early in next year the prospects appedr 
favourable. The imtiative for the postponement did not come 
from the Group of 19 but from the Group of 8." 

3. The developing countries had agreed to participate in the 
restricted Conference on International Economic Co-opcratwn on 
the understanding that it would seek to translate into action the 
agreements and understandings reached at the s1xth and seventh 
special sessions of the General Assembly and also seck new areas of 
agreement on issues affecting the world economy. The developing 
countries expected the Conference to lead to concrete action to 
resolve the fundamental problems arising from the ineqmtablc 
economic relations between the developed and the developing 
countries, make a significant contnbution to the development of the 
developing countries and thereby promote the prosperity of all 
nations, the ultimate objective of the new international economic 
order. This expectatwn was reinforced by the consensus reached at 
the seventh special session of the General Assembly for concrete 
action to resolve the economic problems of the developing countncs 
in certain specific areas. 

4. The developing countries have become mcreasingly concerned 
that after a whole year, during which their economic conditiom 
have continued to deteriorate, no progress has been registered at the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation, despite the 
fact that the Conference was to have submitted Its fmal conclusions 
to the General Assembly in December 1976. 

5. The developing countries have presented detailed and spec1fic 
proposals for concrete action in all the areas of the work of the 
Conference. There has been no positive response to these proposals 
from the developed countries; the few proposals put forward by 
them were limited m nature. 

6. It is in this perspective that the General Assembly, in its 
resolution 31/14, has expressed its deep concern and disappoint
ment at the failure of the Conference to achieve any concrete results 
so far, and its profound concern at the adverse effect which the 
failure of the Conference Will have on internatiOnal ~conomic 
co-operation. The Assembly has urged all the participants m Pans, 
especially the developed countries, to ensure the ~ucccss of the 
Conference and to respond positively to the proposals put forward 
by the developing countries. 

7. While taking note of the postponement of the concluding 
Ministerial Meeting, the Group of 77 affums the hope and 
e:-..pectation of the developing countries that positive and concrete 
results in all areas under consideration at the Conference will be 
forthcoming at the meeting which should be held m the early part 
of 1977. The Group expects the developed countries also to 
demonstrate the necessary political will and vision required to 
achieve substantial and real progress in the dialogue and to promote 
solutions to the grave and urgent problems affecting the developing 
countnes and the world economy. 11JC Group of 77 reiterates its 
conviction that the achievement of substantive and concrete results 
in all areas of major concern is a prerequisite for the succ~ss of the 
Conference. The developing countries Will not be prepared to 
consider marginal results on peripheral 1ssues as constituting such a 
success. 

8. TI1e Group of 77 also attaches great importance to the 
achievement of substantive results in the negotwtiom taking place in 
other forums, particularly in the current negotlatwm on com
modities, mcluding on the estabhshmcnt of a common fund, the 
multilateral trade negotiatiOns and the forthcommg Mmistcrial 
Meetmg of the Trade and Development Board on the problem of 
mdebtedness of the developing countries. 

9. The Group of 77 wishes to emphasize once agam the central 
role of the United Nations, espeoally the General Assembly, in the 
field of mterna tiona! economic co-operation. The General Assembly 
decided in Its resolutiOn 31/14 "to cons1der durmg 1ts present 
sesston the results of the concluding Mimsterial Mectmg of the 
Conference on International F co nomic Co-operation". '' hkh has 
now been postponed to the early part of next year. In view of this, 
the Group of 77 considers that the present session of the General 
Assembly should not be closed on the scheduled date. A resumed 
meeting of the thirty-first session of the General A~sembly should 
be convened in the early part of 1977 to comider the results of the 
concluding Mimsterial Meeting of the Conference on International 
Economic Co-operation and other relevant negotiatiom which are 
under way. 

10. In this context, the Group of 77 expressed the general desire 
to consider convenmg a meetmg of the developmg countries at an 
appropriately high political level to assess the 'ituatwn and to 
co-ordmate then strategy. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 72nd plenary meeting, on 19 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 99 to none, with 30 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Second Co111111ittee in part one of its report (A/31 /335, para. 9). For the final text, 
see resolution 31/14.8 

At its 1 06th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I to IV submitted by the Second Committee in part two of its report 
(A/31/335/ Add.1, para. 26). Draft resolutions I and II were adopted without a vote; draft 
resolutions III and IV were adopted by recorded votes of 115 to none, with 19 
abstentions, and 128 to 1, with 8 abstentions, respectively. For the final texts, see 
resolutions 31/175 to 31/178.8 

8 See Ojjical Records of the (;eneral Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplenunt No. 39. 
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At the same meeting, the Assembly adopted draft decisions I to III recommended by 
the Second Committee in paragraph 27 of its report (A/31/335/Add.l) (see decision 
31/42111). 

At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly decided 
that the thirty-first session might be resumed for the consideration of agenda item 66 
(see decision 31/429 AB). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly decided that the election of the members of the 
Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing 
Countries, in accordance with article 4, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the statute of the Fund,9 
would be taken up by the Assembly at its resumed thirty-first session as part of its 
consideration of agenda item 66, and that, if the session were not resumed, the Economic 
and Social Council would be entrusted with that election (see decision 31/429 Bll). 

At its 1 09th plenary meeting, on 19 September 1977, the General Assembly took 
note of part three of the report of the Second Committee (A/31/335/Add.2) (see 
decision 31/430• O). 

At the same meeting, the Assembly decided to defer until its thirty-second session the 
election of the members of the Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fund 
for Land-locked Developing Countries (see decision 31/43110). 

91bid., resolution 31/177, annex. 
10 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39A. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 66 which 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. Unless otherwise indicated, the documents 
were issued in mimeographed form only. 

15 

Title or description Observations and references 

Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-fust sessions 

Officilll Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-firSt Session, 
Supplement No. J 

A/31/3/Add.1 (part V) Addendum to the report of the Economic and Social Council (resumed 
sixty-first session) 

Ibid., Supplement No. 3A, 
chap. VII 

A/31/34 

A/31/34/Add1 

A/31/34/Add.2 

A/31/107 and Corr.l and 2 

A/31/147 

A/31/197 

A/31/205 and Corr.1 

A/31/208 

A/31/230 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic Ibid., Supplement No. 34 
and Social Sectors of the United Nations System [on the work of its 
second, third and fourth sessions] 

Addendum to the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring Ibid., Supplement No. 34A 
of the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System 
[summary records of the meetings of the fust and second sessions] 

Idem (summary records of the meetings of the third and fourth sessions] Ibid., Supplement No. 348 

Conference on International Economic Co-operation: report of the 
Secretary-General 

Establishment of an industrial technological information bank: report of 
ttie Executive Director of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Integration of women in the development process. report of the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 9 September 1976 from the representative of Pakistan to the 
Secretary-General transmitting the text of an article by the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan 

Joint study on international industrial co-operation: progress report of the 
~~~~~~~~,-~irector of the United Nations Industrial Development 
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A/31/276 

A/31/282 
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A/31/478 and Corr.1 
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A/31/480 
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A/C.2/31/L. 79 
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A/C.2/31/L.95 
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Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

United Nations special fund for land-locked developing countries: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Preliminary study on the possibility of establishing an international energy 
institute within the framework of the United Nations system: report of 
the Secretary-General 

Evaluation of the results of the fourth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development: report of the Secretary-General 
of the Conference 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Conference 
on International Economic Co-operation on its activities as at mid· 
September 1976 

Reports of organizations of the United Nations system submitted under 
paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 3506 (XXX): note by the 
Secretary-General 

Report of the Committee to Draw Up a Constitution for the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization as a specialized agency: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 23 December 1976 from the representative of Bulgaria to the 
President of the General Assembly, transmitting the text of the 
statement which the Bulgarian delegation intended to make at the 1 07th 
plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the final report of the 
Conference on International Economic Co-operation 

Conference on International Economic Co-operation: report of the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 19 September 1977 from the representative of Bulgaria to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 3 October 1976 from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General, trans· 
mitting the text of a statement by the Soviet Government on the 
restructuring of international economic relations 

Note by the Secretariat reproducing the text of a draft resolution entitled 
"Special intergovernmental committee on international trade" 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft decision 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution A/C.2( 
31/L.5 1: note by the Secretary-General 

Draft decision 

Draft resolution 

Draft decision 

Draft resolution 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution A/C.2/31/ 
L.95: note by the Secretary-General 

Progress report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on ~he 
response of the United Nations system to General Assembly resolution 
.,.,£" £C' 'TTl"\. 

Observations and references 

See A/31/335/Add.1, para. 14 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/335, paras. 4 and 9 

Idem, para. 5 

Idem, A/31/335/Add.l, para. 21 

Idem, paras. 7, 8; 9 and 26, 
draft resolution II 

Idem, paras. 1 7 and 26, draft 
resolution Ill 

Idem, paras. 4 and 26, draft 
resolution I 

Idem, paras. 1 5 and 27, draft 
decision II 

Idem, paras. 13 and 27, draft 
decision I 

Idem, paras. 20 and 26, draft 
resolution IV 

Idem, paras. 24 and 27, draft 
decision III 

Idem, A/31/335/Add.2, para. 3 
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Establishment of a network for the exchange of technological information: 
report of the Secretary·General 

Progress report of the Director-General of the International Labour Office 
on the outcome of the Tripartite World Conference on Employment, 
Income Distribution, Social Progress and the International Division of 
Labour 

Administrative and financial implications of draft decisions I and II 
submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31/335/Add.l 

Note by the Secretary·General (draft decision I) 

Idem (draft decision II) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Utho in United Nations, New York 
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DOCUMENT A/31/428 

Report of the Second Committee 

I. At it~ 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976. 
the General Assembl~, on the recommendatwn of the 
General Committee (A/31/250). dectded to mclude in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled 'Teo
nomic co-opcratwn among developing countries report of 
the Secretary-General" and to allocate it to the Second 
C(Jmmittee. 

2. At its 25th meeting, on 29 October 1976, the Second 
Committee, on the proposal of the Chamnan, decided to 
consider concurrently items 59 (Operational activities for 
development), 68 (Technical co-operation among develop
ing countries) and 6 7 ( l::conomic co-operation among 
developmg countries). 

3 The Committee considered item 67 at its 30th, 36th 
to 44th. 60th and 66th meetings. between 3 November and 
13 December 1976. An account of the discussion of the 
Committee i5 contained in the relevant summary records 
(A/C 2/31/SR 30,36-44.60 and 66). 

4. The Committee had before it the following docu
ments· 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the imple
mentation of the provisions of General Assembly resolution 
3442 (XXX) (A/31/304 and Add. I): 

(b) Letter dated 1 September !976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the ducu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries ( A/31 /197 ): 

I Original: Fnglislzf 
I 14 December ]')76/ 

(c) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the Untted Nation' addressed 
to the Secretary-General, transmitting the lex ts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Mmisters ( A/31 /237 ): 

(d) Letter dated II October 1976 from the Secretary for 
Foretgn Affairs of Mexico. President of the Conference on 
Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries. ad
dressed to the Secretary-GeneraL transmitting the text of 
the final report of the Conference (A/C 2/31/7 and Add.1). 

5. At the 60th meeting, on 6 December. the representa
tiw of Pakistan, in his capacity as current Chairman of the 
(;roup of 77, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31 /L.62), entitled "Economic co-operation among develop
mg countries", which read as follows. 

"77ze c;cncral Asscnzhly, 

"Recallzng its resolutwns 3177 (XXVIII) of 17 De
cember 1973, 3241 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 
3442 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 and resolution 92 (IV) 
of 30 May 1976 of the Untted Nations Conference on 
Trade and Developmentl on economic co-operation 
among developing countries, 

"Rccallmg further its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 
3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 

1 Sec Proceedmgs of the United Nations Conference 011 Trade and 
Del•elopment, Fourth Sesszon, vol I, Report and Annexes (llnrtc·d 
"Jat1nm publrl'd(Illll, SaiL'' No. 1.76.1J.D.10), part one, 'eel. A 
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New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 
December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation, 

"Noting the Programme of Economic Co-operation 
among Developing Countries adopted at the Third Minis
terial Meeting of the Group of77, held at Manila from 26 
January to 7 February 1976,2 

"Noting also the decisions of the Non-Aligned Move
ment on Economic Co-operation among Developing 
Countries and in particular the Action Programme for 
Economic Co-operation (see A/31 I 197, annex III) and 
other relevant resolutions (ibid .. annex IV) adopted at the 
Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries. held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976, 

"Noting ji1rtller the measures set out in the report of 
the Conference on Economic Co-operation among Devel
oping Countries, held at Mexico City from 13 to 22 
September 1976 (see A/C.2/31/7, part one), 

"Considering that the developing countries have set in 
motion an irreversible trend towards the consolidation of 
their unity and mutual co-operation and noting their 
desire to maintain their efforts to strengthen further such 
co-operation and solidarity, 

"Recognizing that the achievement of the· goal of 
greater co-operation and collective self-reliance espoused 
by the developing countries will not only promote their 
economic development but will also facilitate effective 
and meaningful negotiations with the developed countries 
to establish the new international economic order, 

"Stressing that the restructuring of the existing inter
national economic relations on the basis of equity and 
justice is a prerequisite for an enduring solution to the 
world economic problems so essential for the promotion 
of international peace and security, 

"Reaffirming that the efforts towards mutual co
operation by the developing countries do not diminish 
the responsibilities of the developed countries for estab
lishing just and equitable economic relations between 
them and the developing countries and for contributing 
to the development of the developing countries, 

"1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31 /304 and Add.1 ): 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary steps in order to give full co-operation and support in 
the realization of the measures of economic co-operation 
among developing countries, especially those set out in 
the Programme of Action adopted at the Third Ministerial 
Meeting of the Group of 773 and the Action Programme 
for Economic Co-operation adopted at the Fifth Con-

2 find. (Umted Nat1ons publication, Sales No. L 76.li.D.I0), 
ann-:x V (TD/195), annex I, resolution I. 

3 fh'd, anncll. V (TD/195), part two. 

ference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries and the report of the Conference on Economic 
Co-operation among Developing Countries, held at 
Mexico City, and to ensure the proper co-ordination of 
such support activities within the United Nations system; 

"3. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue 
to include in the medium-term plan of the United Nations 
an intersectoral presentation of the activities envisaged to 
implement the relevant United Nations resolutions on 
economic co-operation among developing countries and, 
in co-operation with the organizations of the United 
Nations system, to secure the same kind of intersectoral 
presentation on a system-wide basis; 

"4. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system to support measures 
of economic co-operation among developing countries, 
including, as and when requested, the continued provision 
of the necessary Secretariat support services and other 
suitable arrangements to facilitate the holding of meetings 
by the developing countries in pursuance of the objectives 
of economic co-operation among developing countries; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, while 
taking all the necessary measures requested in Trade and 
Development Board decision 142 (XVI) of 23 October 
1976,4 to assist developing countries, at their request, in 
carrying out studies on specific issues relating to trade 
and development and especially those relating to the 
promotion of trade and financial co-operation among 
developing countries; 

"6. Urges developed countries to provide the support, 
as and when requested from them by the developing 
countries, for the implementation of all the measures of 
economic co-operation among developing countries; 

"7. ftll'ites the Secretary-General to submit a progress 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session on all measures taken by the specialized agencies 
and other organizations of the United Nations system in 
support of measures of economic co-operation among 
developing countries.'' 

6. At the 66th meeting, on 13 December, the representa
tive of Pakistan, in his capacity as current Chairman of the 
Group of 77, introduced a revised draft resolution (A/C.2/ 
31 /L.62/Rev.1) which incorporated the following changes 
to draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.62: 

(a) The replacement, in the sixth preambular paragraph, 
of the word "Considering" by the word "Noting"; 

(b) The revision of the seventh, eighth and ninth pream
bular paragraphs to read as follows: 

"Recognizing that m the context of globai economic 
co-operation the achievement of the goal of greater 
co-operation and collective self-reliance espoused by the 
developing countries will not only promote their eco-

4 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 15 (A/31/15), vol. II, annex I. 
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nomic development but will also facilitate effective and 
meaningful negotiations with the developed countries on 
the establishment of a new internatiOnal economic order, 

"Stressing that fundamental structural changes in exist
ing international economic relations on the basis of 
equity and justice are important in providing an enduring 
solution to the world economic problems so essential for 
the promotion of international peace and security, 

"Reaffirming that the efforts towards mutual co
operation by the developing countries do not diminish 
responsibilities of all other countries for establishing just 
and equitable economic relations between them and the 
developing countries and for contributing to the develop
ment of the developing countries": 

(c) The revision of operative paragraph 2 to read as 
follows: 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to study the rele
vant decisions on economic co-operation among develop
ing countries, including the Programme of Action 
adopted at the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 
77, the Action Programme for Economic Co-operation 
adopted at the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries and the report of 
the Conference on Economic Co-operatiOn among Devel
oping Countries, with a view to formulating appropriate 
support measures for the realization of the objectives of 
economic co-operation among developing countries, and 
to submit a report thereon, together with the organiza
tional and financial implications, to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-second session, through the Economic and 
Social Council"; 

(d) The insertion, in operative paragraph 4, of the words 
"in accordance with their established procedures and 
practices" after the words "the United Nations system"; 

(e) The addition of a new operative paragraph 5 to read 
as follows: 

"5. Welcomes the establishment by the Trade and 
Development Board, by its decision 142 (XVI) of 23 
October 1976, of the Committee on Economic Co-opera
tion among Developing Countries as an open-ended main 
committee of the Board to consider and recommend 
measures to provide, in the field of competence of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
as and when requested, support and assistance to develop
ing countries in strengthening and enlarging their mutual 
co-operation at the subregional, regional and interregional 
levels, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S- VII) and other relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations": 

(f) The insertion, in former operative paragraph 5 (new 
operative paragraph 6), of the words "and after considera
tion and appropriate action by the Committee on Eco
nomic Co-operation among Developing Countries" after the 
words "at their request" and the addition of the words 
"and to make those studies available to all delegations" at 
the end of the paragraph: 

(g) The revision of former operative paragraph 6 (new 
operative paragraph 7) to read as follows: 

"7. Urges developed countries to provide appropriate 
support, as and when requested from them by developing 
countries, for the implementation of measures of eco
nomic co-operation among developing countries": 

(h) The replacement, in former operative paragraph 7 
(new operative paragraph 8) of the words "lnl'ites the 
Secretary-General" by the words "Requests the Secretary
General". 

7. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted revised 
draft resolution A/C .2/31/L.62/Rev.l without a vote (see 
para. 9 below). 

8. Following the adoption of the revised draft reso
lution; statements were made by the representatives of 
Bulgaria (also on behalf of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Repub
lic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), Australia and the United States of America. 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

9. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Economic co-operation among del'eloping countries 

111e General Assemb(v. 

Recalling its resolutions 3177 (XXVIII) of I 7 December 
1973, 3241 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974,3442 (XXX) of 
9 December 1975 and resolution 92 (IV) of 30 May 1976 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment5 on measures of support by developed countries and 
international organizations for the programme of economic 
co-operation among developing countries, 

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 197 4 containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment of a New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3 281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 
on development and international economic co-operation, 

Noting the programme of economic co-operation among 
developing countries, adopted at the Third Ministerial 
Meeting of the Group of 77, held at Manila from 26 
January to 7 February 1976,6 

Noting also the decisions of the non-aligned movement on 
economic co-operation among developing countries and, in 
particular, the Action Programme for Economic Co
operation and other relevant resolutions adopted at the 
Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 

5 Sec Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. L76.li.D.l 0), part one, sect. A. 

6/hid. (United Nations publication, Sales No. 1:. 76.li.D.l0), 
annex V (TD/195), annex I, resolution I. 
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Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 
August 1976 (see A/31/197, annex III), 

Noting further the measures set out in the report of the 
lonference on Economic Co-operation among Developing 
Countries, held at Mexico City from 13 to 22 September 
1976 (see A/C.2/31/7, part one), 

Noting that the developing countries have set in motion 
an irreversible trend towards the consolidation of their 
unity and mutual co-operation and noting their desire to 
maintain their efforts to strengthen further such co
operation and solidarity, 

Rcco[;nizing that, in the context of global economic 
co-operation, the achievement of the goal of greater 
co-operation and collective self-reliance espoused by the 
developing countries will not only promote their economic 
development, but also facilitate effective and meaningful 
negotiations with the developed countries on the establish
ment of a new international economic order, 

Stressing that fundamental structural changes in existing 
mternational economic relations on the basis of equity and 
JUStice are important in providing an enduring solution to 
the world economic problems so essential for the promo
tion of international peace and security, 

Rea.f(irmmg that the efforts towards mutual co-operation 
by the developing countries do not diminish responsibilities 
of all other countries for establishing just and equitable 
economic relations between them and the developing 
countries and for contributing to the development of the 
developing countries, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
economic co-operation among developing countries ( A/31/ 
304 and Add. I); 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to study the relevant 
deCisions on economic co-operation among developing 
countries, including the Programme of Action adopted at 
the Third Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77,7 the 
Action Programme for Economic Co-operation adopted at 
the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries, and the report of the Conference 
on Economic Co-operation among Developing Countries, 
with a view to formulating appropriate support measures 
for the realization of the objectives of economic co
operation among developing countries, and to submit a 
report thereon, together with the organizational and finan
cial implications, to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session, through the Economic and Social Council: 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
include in the medium-term plan of the United Nations an 

7 !hid., annex V (TD/195), part 1\\o. 

intersectoral presentation of the activities envisaged to 
implement the relevant Umted Nations resolutions on 
economic co-operation among developing countries and, in 
co-operation with the organiLations of the United Nations 
system, to secure the same kind of intersectoral presenta
tion on a system-wide basis, 

4. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiLatwns 
of the United Nations system, in accordance with their 
established procedures and practices, to support measures 
of economic co-operation among developing countries, 
including, as and when requested, the continued provision 
of the necessary Secretariat support services and other 
suitable arrangements to facilitate the holding of meetings 
by the developing countries in pursuance of the objectives 
of economic co-operation among developing countries: 

5. Welcomes the establishment, bv the Trade and Devel
opment Board, by its decision 142- (XVI) of 23 October 
1976,8 of the Committee on Economic Co-operation 
among Developmg Countries as an open-ended main com
mittee of the Board to consider and recommend measures 
to provide, in the field of competence of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, as and 
when requested, support and assistance to developing 
countries in strengthening and enlarging their mutual 
co-operation at the subregional, regtonal and mterrcgional 
levels, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII) and other relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations: 

6. Requests the Secretary-General of the lim ted Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, while taking all the 
necessary measures requested by the Trade and Develop
ment Board in its decision 142 (XVI), to assist developing 
countries, at the1r request and after consideration and 
appropriate action by the Committee on Economic Co
operation among Developing Countries, in carrying out 
studies on specific issues relatmg to trade and development, 
especially those relating to the promotion of trade and 
financial co-operation among developing countries, and to 
make those studies available to all delegations: 

7. Urges developed countries to provide appropriate 
support, as and when requested from them by developmg 
countries, for the implementation of measures of economic 
co-operation among developing countries: 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a progress 
report to the General Assembly, at 1ts thirty-second session, 
on all measures taken by the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system m support of 
measures of economic co-operation among developing 
countries. 

8 See Official Records oj the General Assenzhly. Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 15 ( A/31 /15 ), vol. II. anne"\ I. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 101st plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/428, 
para. 9). For the final text, see resolution 31/119.9 

9 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, 17tirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/416 

Report of the Second Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Tech
nical co-operation among developing countries" and to 
allocate it to the Second Committee. 

2. At its 25th meeting. on 29 October I976, the Second 
Committee, on the proposal of the Chairman, decided to 
consider concurrently items 59 (Operational activities for 
development), 68 (Technical co-operation among de
veloping countries) and 67 (Economic co-operation among 
developing countries). 

3. The Committee considered item 68 at its 30th. 36th 
to 44th, 62nd and 65th meetings, between 3 November and 
I 0 December. An account of the discussion of the 
Committee is contained in the relevant summary records 
(A/C.2/3I/SR.30, 36-44,62 and 65). 

4. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Letter dated 12 April 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Argentina to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General (A/3I/82): 

f Original: English{ 
f 13 December 1976/ 

(b) Chapter VII, section D. of the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council on the work of its organizational 
session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 
(A/3I /3): 

(c) Chapter IX of the report of the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Development Programme on its 
twenty-first session (E/5779): 

(d) Chapter XII of the report of the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Development Programme on its 
twenty-second session ( E/5 846/Rev.I ): 

(c) Reports of the participating and executing agencies of 
the United Nations development system and the regional 
commissions on technical co-operation among developing 
countries ( DP/148 and Add.l-5 ): 

(j) Letter dated I September I976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/3I/197): 

(g) Letter dated 30 September I976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed 

Annexes (XXX f) 68 
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to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of the 
resolutions adopted by the Seventh Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers (A/31/237). 

5. At the 30th meeting, on 3 November, the Committee 
heard an introductory statement by the Administrator of 
the United Nations Development Programme. 

6. At the 62nd meeting, on 8 December, the represen
tative of Argentina, on behalf of Algeria, Argentina, 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Mada
gascar, Mauritania, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, 
the Philippines, Romania, the Sudan, Tunisia, Uganda, the 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire and 
Zambia, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.2/31 /L.53), 
entitled "United Nations Conference on Technical Co
operation among Developing Countries", which read as 
follows: 

"77ze General Assemb(v. 

"Recalling its resolutions 325 I (XXIX) of 4 December 
1974 and 3461 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, and other 
pert in en t resolutions of the Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975 on development and international eco
nomic co-operation, 

"Noting the recommendations made at the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo (see A/31 /197), and 
of the Conference on Economic Co-operation among 
Developing Countries held at Mexico City,1 

"Bearing in mind resolution 2023 (LXI) of 4 August 
1976 of the Economic and Social Council, 

"'Recalling further the relevant decisions adopted by the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme at its eighteenth,2 nineteenth,3 twentieth,4 
twenty-first (E/5779) and twenty-second (E/5846/Rev.1) 
sessions, 

"Taking note with appreciation of the statement made 
by the Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme emphasizing the importance of technical 
co-operation among developing countries as an integral 
part and a new dimension of mutual co-operation for 
development and of his assurances of making a great 
success of the United Nations Conference on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Countries (30th 
meeting), 

"'Further taking note of the reports on the first and 
second sessions of the sessional Committee on Technical 

I Sec A/C.2/31/7. part one. 
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

se~>enth Session, Supplement No. 2A (E/5543/Rev.l ). 
3 Ibid., Fifty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5646). 
4 Ibid., Supplement No. 2A ti':/5703/Rcv.l ). 

Co-operation among Deve.loping Countries, contained in 
the report of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme on its twenty-second 
session, (E/5846/Rev.1, chap. XII) and of the conclusions 
of the regional meetings on technical co-operation among 
developing countries, held in Asia and the Pacific, Latin 
America and Africa, 

"1. Decides to convene the United Nations Conference 
on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries 
at Buenos Aires, Argentina, in March/ April 1978; 

"2. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme, in view of the importance of 
the Conference, to act as the Secretary-General of the 
Conference; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to invite: 

"(a) All States to participate in the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing 
Countries; 

"(b) Representatives of organizations that have re
ceived a standing invitation from the General Assembly to 
participate in the sessions and the work of all inter
national conferences convened under its auspices in the 
capacity of observers, in accordance with General Assem
bly resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

"(c) Representatives of the national liberation move
ments recognized in its area by the Organization of 
African Unity, in the capacity of observers, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 
December 1974; 

"(d) The United Nations Council for Namibia to 
participate as an observer; 

"(e) The specialized agencies and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, the regional commissions as well 
as interested organs of the United Nations, to be 
represented at the Conference; 

"(f) Interested intergovernmental organilations to be 
represented by observers; 

"(g) Interested non-governmental organizations in con
sultative status with the Economic and Social Council to 
be represented by observers; 

"4. Decides that the sessional Committee on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Countries of the Gov
erning Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme shall function as the preparatory committee 
for the Conference and that, for that purpose, it shall be 
open to the participation of all Member States and hold 
three meetings; 

"5. Further decides to establish a small secretariat to 
assist the Secretary-General of the Conference in dis
charging his functions, composed of the special unit for 
technical co-operation among rleveloping countries for 
substantive purposes and of the concerned services of the 
secretariat of the Economic and Social Council for 
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organizational preparations. taking fully into account the 
need to maintain a close interrelationship between these 
two aspects of the preparatory work for the Conference; 

"6. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the 
first session of the preparatory committee for the 
Conference in January 1977; 

"7. Also decides that requisite funds over and above 
those already approved by the United Nations Develop
ment Programme for the preparations for, and organi
zation of, the Conference, including those which may be 
necessary to strengthen existing services, should be 
provided under the regular budget of the United Nations; 

"8. Decides to include Arabic among the languages of 
the Conference; 

"9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and the Secretary-General of the Conference to 
mobilize the assistance of the Office of Public Infor
mation of the Secretariat and of the Division of Infor
mation of the United Nations Development Programme, 
as well as of the concerned services of the organizations 
of the United Nations system, to undertake a programme 
of public information activities designed to ensure world
wide awareness of and interest in the Conference and its 
objectives, 

"1 0. A wet's that the provisional agenda contained in 
the report of the Administrator on the organization of 
the Conference should be finalized by the preparatory 
committee in the light of the comments and suggestions 
made at the twenty-second session of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
and of the regional meetings on technical co-operation 
among developing countries; 

"11. Requests the Secretary-General of the Con
ference to enlist the fullest co-operation of the partici
pating and executing agencies, including the regional 
commissions, in the substantive preparations for the 
Conference and to this end, to establish an interagency 
task force within the framework of the Inter-Agency 
Consultative Board; 

"12. Rectuests the participating and executing 
agencies, including the regional commissions, in close 
co-operation and consultation with the Secretary-General 
of the Conference, to continue to give priority to 
activities to promote technical co-operation among de
veloping countries and to ensure that the Conference 
secures an effective and practical plan of action to 
intensify further such co-operation on a continuing basis: 

"13. Requests .furtlza the interagency task force to 
report to the preparatory committee for the Conference 
at each session, through the Secretary-General, on the 
progress made and the activities undertaken for the 
implementation of paragraph 12 above; 

"14. Calls upo11 the Governments of Member States, in 
particular those of developing countries, to participate 
actively m the preparatiOns for the Conference and, to 
this end, to designate a co-ordinator or liaison officer at 

the national level and make other arrangements. as 
appropriate, in order, inter alia, to prepare national 
reports on their experience and capacity as well as needs 
on a global and sectoral basis, in regard to technical 
co-operation among developing countries, for submission 
to the Conference; for this latter purpose, the Secretary
General of the Conference should prepare standards to 
facilitate uniformity in the format of the documents; 

"15. Also calls upon the developed countries to 
participate actively in the preparations for the Conference 
and in particular in the identification of their specific 
contributions aimed at promoting and intensifying tech
nical co-operation among developing countries." 

7. At the 65th meeting, on 10 December, the represen
tative of Argentina. on behalf of the sponsors, now joined 
by Finland. Iraq, Mauritius, Morocco, Norway and Sri 
Lanka, mtroduced a revised version of the draft resolution 
(A/C.2/31/L.53/Rev.l). In introducing the revised draft 
resolution, the representative of Argentina said that, at the 
end of operative paragraph 1, the words "in March/April" 
should be replaced by the words "from 27 March to 
7 April"; m operative paragraph 9, the word "official" 
should be deleted, and in the last line of operative 
paragraph 14 the words "paragraph 13" should be replaced 
by the words "paragraphs 12 and 13". Subsequently, 
Bolivia, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Equatorial 
Guinea, Mali and the United Republic of Cameroon joined 
in sponsoring the draft resolution, as orally revised. 

8. At the same meeting, the representative of the Budget 
Division made a statement and orally introduced revisiOns 
to the statement of administrative and financial impli
cations of draft resolution A/C.2/31/L.53 (A/C.2/31/L.72), 
submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 
15 3 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, and 
indicated the adjustments being made in the financial 
Implications consequent upon the revision of the draft 
resolution. 

9. At the same meeting, following a statement by the 
representative of Ecuador, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.:2/31/L.53/Rev.l, as orally revised, without 
a vote (sec para. II below). 

10. fallowing the adoption of the revised draft reso
lution, statements were made by the representatives of 
Israel, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Poland and 
the United States of America. The observer for the 
Palestine Liberation OrganiLation also made a statement. 

Recommendation of the Second Committee 

11. The Second Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

United Nations Conference 011 Technical Co-operation 
among DePeloping Countries 

Tile General Assemblr, 

Recalling its resolutions 3251 (XXIX) of 4 December 
1974 and 3461 (XXX) of II December 1975, and other 
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, 
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Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 
on development and international economic co-operation, 

Noting the recommendations made at the Fifth Con
ference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 1976 
(see A/31/197), and at the Conference on Economic 
Co-operation among Developing Countries, held at Mexico 
City from 13 to 22 September 1976,5 

Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolution 
2023 (LXI) of 4 August 1976, 

Recalling jitrther the relevant decisions adopted by the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme at its eighteenth,6 nineteenth,' twentieth,s 
twenty-first (E/5779, para. 302) and twenty-second 
(E/5846/Rev.1, para. 512) sessions, 

Taking note with appreciation of the statement made bv 
the Administrator of the United Nations Developmen't 
Programme emphasizing the importance of technical co
operation among developing countries as an integral part 
and a new dimension of mutual co-operation for develop
ment and of his assurances of making a great success of the 
United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation 
among Developing Countries (30th meeting), 

htrther taking note of the reports on the first and second 
s~ssions of the sessional Committee on Technical Co-opera
tion among Developing Countries, contained in the report 
of the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme on its twenty-second session (E/5846/ 
Rev .1, chap. XII), of the reports of the participating and 
executing agencies of the United Nations development 
system (DP/148 and Add.l-5) and of the conclusions of the 
regional meetings on technical co-operation among de
veloping countries, held in Asia and the Pacific, Latin 
America and Africa, 

l. Decides to convene the United Nations Conference on 
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries at 
Buenos Aires from 27 March to 7 April 1978; 

2. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme, in view of the importance of the 
Conference, to act as the Secretary-General of the Con
ference; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to invite: 

(a) All States to participate in the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing 
Countries; 

5 Sec A/C.2/31/7, part one. 
6 Official !?ecords of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

seventh Sesszon, Supplement No. 2A (E/5543/Rcv.l ), para. 224. 
7 Ibid., Fifty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 2 (t-:/5646), 

para, 164. 
8/bid., Supplement No. 2A (F/5703/Rcv.l), para. 332. 

(b) Representatives of organizations that have received a 
standing invitation from the General Assembly to partici
pate in the sessions and the work of all international 
conferences convened under its auspices in the capacity of 
observers, in accordance with Assembly resolution 
3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

(c) Representatives of the national liberation movements 
recognized in its region by the Organization of African 
Unity, in the capacity of observers, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 
1974; 

(d) The United Nations Council for Namibia to partici
pate as an observer; 

(e) The specialized agencies and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, the regional commissions as well as 
interested organs of the United Nations to be represented at 
the Conference; 

(f) Interested intergovernmental organizations to be 
represented by observers; 

(g) Interested non-governmental organizations in con
sultative status with the Economic and Social Council to be 
represented by observers; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
necessary arrangements are made for the effective partici
pation in the Conference of the representatives referred to 
in paragraph 3 (b) and (c) above, including the requisite 
financial provisions for their travel expenses and per diem; 

5. Decides that the sessional Committee on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Countries of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
shall function as the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation among 
Developing Countries and that, for that purpose, it shall be 
open to the participation of all Member States and hold 
three meetings; 

6. Also decides to establish a small secretariat to assist 
the Secretary-General of the Conference in discharging his 
functions, composed of the special unit for technical 
co-operation among developing countries for substantive 
purposes and the concerned services of the secretariat of 
the Economic and Social Council for organizational prepa
rations, taking fully into account the need to maintain a 
close interrelationship between these two aspects of the 
preparatory work for the Conference; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the first 
session of the Preparatory Committee in January 1977; 

8. Also decides that requisite funds for the preparation 
of the Conference in 1977 over and above those already 
approved by the United Nations Development Programme 
for the preparations for, and organization of, the Con
ference, including those which may be necessary to 
strengthen existing services, should be provided under the 
regular budget of the United Nations and that the Prepa
ratory Committee shall prepare detailed recommendations 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
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total budget of the Conference to be financed by the 
regular budget of the United Nations; 

9. Decides to include Arabic among the languages of the 
Conference; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing 
Countries to mobilize the assistance of the Office of Public 
Information of the Secretariat and of the Division of 
Information of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, as well as of the concerned services of the 
organizations of the United Nations system, to undertake a 
programme of public information activities designed to 
ensure world-wide awareness of and interest in the Con
ference and its objectives; 

1 I. Agrees that the provisional agenda contained in the 
report of the Administrator on the organization of the 
Conference should be finalized by the Preparatory Com
mittee in the light of the comments and suggestions made 
at the twenty-second session of the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Development Programme and at the 
regional meetings on technical co-operation among de
veloping countries; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to 
enlist the fullest co-operation of the participating and 
executing agencies, including the regional commissions, in 
the substantive preparations for the Conference and, to this 
end, to establish an interagency task force within the 
framework of the Inter-Agency Consultative Board; 

13. Requests the participating and executing agencies, 
including the regional commissions, in close co-operation 
and consultation with the Secretary-General of the Con
ference, to continue to give priority to activities to promote 
technical co-operation among developing countries and to 
contribute fully to the development by the Conference of 
an effective and practical plan of action to intensify further 
such co-operation on a continuing basis; 

14. Requests .fi1rther the interagency task force to report 
to the Preparatory Committee at each session, through the 
Secretary-General, on the progress made and the activities 
undertaken for the implementation of paragraphs 12 and 
13 above; 

15. Calls upon the Governments of Member States, in 
particular those of developing countries, to continue to 
participate actively in the preparations for the Conference 
and, to this end, to designate a co-ordinator or liaison 
officer at the national level and make other arrangements, 
as appropriate, in order, inter alia, to prepare national 
reports on their experience and capacity as well as needs on 
a global and sectoral basis, in regard to technical co-opera
tion among developing countries, for submission to the 
Conference; for this latter purpose, the Secretary-General 
of the Conference should prepare standards to facilitate 
uniformity in the format of the documents; 

16. Also calls upon the developed countries to continue 
to participate actively in the preparations for the Con
ference and, in particular, in the identification of their 
measures and policies aimed at promoting and intensifying 
technical co-operation among developing countries. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.34 AND ADD.l* 

Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bmzil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia: amendment to the draft resolution submitted by the 
Second Committee in document A/31/416 

Replace operative paragraph 5 by the following: 

I Original: English/ 
I 18 December 1976/ 

"Decides that the sessional Committee on Technical Co-operation among 
Developing Countries of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme shall function as the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries, that, for that 
purpose, it shall be open to the participation of all Member States as full members 
and hold three meetings, and that the Preparatory Committee shall elect its own 
bureau to be composed, in accordance with regional geographical distribution, of a 
chairman, three vice-chairmen and a rapporteur." 

* Document A/3 t /L341Add.l, of 21 Dcc<'IHhcr 1976, wa' i"ucd to add Tog0 to the 1bt of 
sponsors of the amendment. 
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Docunzent No~ 

A/31 /3 

A/31 /82 

A/31 /197 

A/31 /237 

A/C. 2/31 /LS 3 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 06th plenary meeting, on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the amendment contained in document A/31/L.34 and then adopted the draft resolution 
submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/31/416, para. 11), as amended. For 
the final text, see resolution 31/179.9 

9 See Ojficial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/273 AND ADD.l 

Report of the Third Committee 

DOCUMENT Af.U/273 

PART I OF THE REPORT 

Introduction 

[Original: English} 
[26 October 1976} 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly allocated to the Third Committee 
agenda item 69 entitled: 

"Elimination of all forms of racial discrimination: 

"(a) Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General; 

"(b) Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination; 

"(c) Status of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina
tion: report of the Secretary-General; 

"(d) Status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid." 

2. At its 2nd meeting, on 27 September, the Third 
Committee decided to consider jointly subitems (a), (c) 
and (d). 

1 

3. The Committee considered these subitems at its 3rd 
to 12th meetings, from 28 September to 8 October 1976. 
The views expressed by the representatives of Member 
States on these subitems are contained in the summary 
records of those meetings. 

4. In connexion with this agenda item the Committee 
had before it letters addressed to the Secretary-General by 
the representatives of: 

(a) Turkey (A/31/97, A/31/168-S/12160, A/31/170-
S/12162 and A/31/206-S/12196); 

(b) Cyprus (A/31/151-S/12144 and Corr.l, A/31/178-
S/12179); 

(c) The Libyan Arab Republic (A/C.3/31/2). 

5. In connexion with subitem (a), the Committee had 
before it the following documentation: 

(a) The relevant part of the report of the Economic. and 
Social Council to the General Assembly (A/31/3, chap. III, 
sect. F); 

(b) The report of the Secretary-General (E/5759 and 
Add.1) submitted to the Economic and Social Council at its 
sixtieth session in accordance with paragraph 18 (e) of the 
Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 

Annexes (XXXI) 69 
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and Racial Discrimination (General Assembly resolution 
3057 (XXVIII), annex), containing an analysis of replies 
received from Governments up to 1 April 1976 to the 
questionnaire circulated by the Secretary-General under the 
first cycle of biennial reports provided for under the 
Programme. This report was made available to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-first session in accordance with 
Council resolution 1989 (LX) of 11 May 1976; 

(c) The third annual report of the Secretary-General 
(E/5760 Add.1), prepared and submitted to the Economic 
and Social Council in accordance with paragraph 18 (f) of 
the Programme for the Decade, containing a summary of 
actions, suggestions and trends emerging from the delibera
tions of various United Nations organs and bodies and from 
those of the specialized agencies concerned with the 
question of racial discrimination and apartheid; information 
on activities under the programme of advisory services in 
the field of human rights in regard to racial discrimination; 
information on the subject submitted by non-governmental 
organizations; and reports on action in relation to the 
Decade by the Office of Public Information and the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research. This report 
was made available to the General Assembly at its thirty
first session at the request of the Economic and Social 
Council in its resolution 1989 (LX); 

(d) The report of the Secretary-General (E/5763) sub
mitted to the Economic and Social Council at its sixtieth 
session in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3378 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, relating to the Sec
retary-General's consultations with the Government of 
Ghana concerning arrangements for holding the World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination at 
Accra, as well as the nature of the financial contribution 
that the Government of Ghana would be able to make with 
regard to this conference. This report was also made 
available to the Assembly at the request of the Council in 
its resolution 1989 (LX); 

(e) The summary records of the discussion on the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrin1ination 
during the sixtieth session of the Economic and Social 
Council, 1 which the Council, in resolution 1989 (LX), had 
requested the Secretary-General to submit to the General 
Assembly; 

(f) A note by the Secretary-General (A/31 /223) sub
mitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-first session in 
accordance with the request of the Economic and Social 
Council in resolution 1989 (LX), containing further in
formation received by the Secretary-General on activities 
undertaken or contemplated in connexion with the Decade 
and supplementing the information submitted to the 
Council at its sixtieth session under paragraphs 18 (e) and 
(f) of the Programme for the Decade; 

(g) A report of the Secretary-General (A/31/236) sub
mitted under General Assembly resolution 3377 (XXX) of 
10 November 1975 and paragraph 17 of the Programme for 
the Decade, containing proposals for the establishment of 

1 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixtieth Session, Plenary Meetings, 1989th to 1993rd and 2000th 
meetings. 

an international fund on a voluntary basis to help the 
peoples struggling against racial discrimination and 
apartheid; 

(h) A note by the Secretary-General on the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
(A/31 /148), transmitting the texts of the two draft 
resolutions recommended by the Economic and Social 
Council, in resolutions 1989 (LX) and 1990 (LX), for 
adoption by the General Assembly; 

(i) A note by the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/L.5) 
concerning the administrative and financial implications of 
the draft resolution recommended by the Economic and 
Social Council, in resolution 1990 (LX), for adoption by 
the General Assembly. In this connexion, the Director of 
the Budget Division made a statement at the 11th meeting 
of the Committee. 

6. In connexion with subitem (c), the Committee had 
before it the report of the Secretary-General (A/31 /201) on 
the status of the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, submitted by 
the Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 2106 A (XX) of 21 December 1965. 

7. In connexion with subitem (d), the Committee had 
before it the report of the Secretary-General (A/31 /209) on 
the status of the International Convention on the Sup
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, 
submitted under General Assembly resolution 3380 (XXX) 
of 10 November 1975. 

8. Subitems (a), (c) and (d) were introduced by the 
Director of the Division of Human Rights at the 3rd 
meeting of the Committee, on 28 September. 

Consideration of the draft resolutions recommended 
by the Economic and Social Council 

9. The draft resolutions concerning the implementation 
of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination and the World Con
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
recommended by the Economic and Social Council in 
resolutions 1989 (LX) and 1990 (LX) for adoption by the 
General Assembly, which were before the Committee in 
annexes I and II to document A/31/148, read as follows: 

[For the text, see Official Records of the Economic and 
Social Council, Sixtieth Session, Supplement No. 1, resolu
tions 1989 (LX) and 1990 (LX).] • 

A. Implementation of the Programme for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

10. At its 11th meeting, on 7 October, the Committee 
voted on the draft resolution concerning the implementa
tion of the Programme (A/31/148, annex 1). The draft 
resolution was adopted by a roll-call vote of 103 to 1, with 
16 abstentions (see para. 17 below, draft resolution I). The 
voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Baha
mas, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
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Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Demo
cratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Israel. 

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Central African 
Republic, Chile, Costa Rica, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Guatemala, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Swaziland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Uruguay. 

The representative of the United States of America stated 
that his delegation would not participate in the voting. The 
representative of Bahrain stated subsequently that, had she 
been present during the voting, she would have voted in 
favour of the draft resolution. 

B. World Conference to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 

11. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on the 
draft resolution concerning the World Conference to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (A/31/148, 
annex II): 

(a) At the request of the representative of Austria, a 
separate vote was taken on operative paragraph 2. The 
paragraph was adopted by 82 votes to 15, with 13 
abstentions. 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by a 
roll-call vote of 99 to 2, with 20 abstentions (see para. 17 
below, draft resolution II). The voting was as follows: 

In fm•our: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Baha
mas, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic 
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, 
P~Jr;ot<>n PPrll Ph;];nn;nP~ Pr~l~nn Pr~rtno~l n,t~r 

Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of "Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Canada, Israel. 

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Central African Republic, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Fiji, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ireland, Italy, Liberia, Luxembourg, Nether
lands, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Singapore, 
Swaziland, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

The representative of the United States of America stated 
that his delegation would not participate in the voting. The 
representative of Bahrain stated subsequently that, had she 
been present during the voting, she would have voted in 
favour of the draft resolution. 

Consideration of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.3 

12. At the 8th meeting of the Committee, on 5 October, 
the representative of Belgium, in connexion with agenda 
item 69 (c), introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.3) 
on the status of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination spon
sored by Argentina, Belgium, Costa Rica, Egypt, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Iran, Morocco and Yugoslavia, 
subsequently joined by Bolivia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, India, 
Italy, the Libyan Arab Republic, New Zealand, the Philip
pines, Senegal, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and the United Republic 
of Cameroon. The draft resolution read as follows: 

[Text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 to 5 
same as that of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 to 
4 and 6 of draft resolution III contained in paragraph 17 
below.] 

13. At the 11th meeting, on 7 October, the representa
tive of Uruguay introduced an amendment (A/C.3/31 /L.6) 
which would add the following text as operative 
paragraph 5: 

"Appeals to States parties to the Convention to study 
the possibility of making the declaration provided for in 
article 14 of the Convention;" 

14. At its 12th meeting, on 8 October, the Committee 
voted on the draft resolution and the amendment thereto, 
as follows: 

(a) The amendment was adopted by 48 votes to none, 
with 56 abstentions. 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted by consensus (see para. 17 below, draft resolu
tion nn. 
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Consideration of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.4 and Corr.l 

15. At the 11th meeting, the representative of the 
German Democratic Republic introduced a draft resolution 
on the status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 
(A/C.3/31/L.4 and Corr.l) sponsored by Benin, Cuba, the 
German Democratic Republic, Guinea, Mozambique, Po· 
land, Somalia, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic and Yugoslavia, later joined by 
Jamaica and Nigeria. The text of the draft resolution was 
the same as draft resolution IV contamed in paragraph 17 
below. 

16. At its 12th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by 90 votes to none, with 28 abstentions. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

17. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Implementation of the Programme for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 November 
1973, in which it reaffirmed its resolve to achieve the total 
and unconditional elimination of racism, racial discrimina
tion and apartheid, 

Reaffirming that the policies of racism, racial discrimina
tion and apartheid are flagrant violations of the principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations and constitute serious 
violations of the obligations of Member States under the 
Charter, 

Bearing in mind the vital importance of establishing a new 
international economic order based on justice and equality, 

Noting that the realization of the national independence 
of the People's Republic of Angola and the courageous 
action of the People's Republic of Mozambique in applying 
fully the United Nations system of sanctions against the 
racist regime in Southern Rhodesia have contributed to the 
growing isolation of the racist regime in South Africa. 

Realizing the serious threat to international peace and 
security resulting from the continued defiance of the racist 
regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia of the 
resolutions and the will of the international community in 
relation to the abhorrent policies of apartheid and racial 
discrimination, the continued illegal occupation of Namibia 
and the denial of the right of peoples to self-determination, 

Convinced that the Programme for the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination2 is a major 
undertaking in the fight against racial discrimination which 
deserves the full support of all Governments and inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations, 

2 General Assembly resolution 3057 (XXVIII), annex. 

1. Condemns the intolerable conditions which continue 
to prevail in southern Africa and elsewhere, including the 
denial of the right to self-determination and the inhumane 
and odious application of apartheid and racial 
discrimination; 

2. Reaffirms its recognition of the legitimacy of the 
struggle of oppressed peoples to liberate themselves from 
racism, racial discrimination, apartheid, colonialism and 
alien domination; 

3. Calls upon all States and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to offer all possible as
sistance to the People's Republic of Angola, the People's 
Republic of Mozambique and the African countries sur
rounding the racist regimes in southern Africa, so that they 
may continue to apply fully the sanctions against these 
regimes; 

4. Urges all States to co-operate loyally and fully in 
achieving the goals and objectives of the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination by taking 
actions and measures called for by the Programme for the 
Decade at the national, regional and international levels 
and, in particular: 

(a) To ensure the immediate termination of all measures 
and policies, as well as military, nuclear, economic and 
other activities, which enable racist regimes in southern 
Africa to continue the repression of the African people; 

(b) To provide full support and assistance, morally and 
materially, to the peoples which are victims of apartheid 
and racial discrimination and to the liberation movements; 

(c) To cease emigration into South Africa; 

(d) To ensure the release of political prisoners in South 
Africa and of those subjected to restrictions for their 
opposition to apartheid; 

(e) To formulate and execute plans to realize the policy 
measures and goals contained in the Programme for the 
Decade, and to consider the advisability of establishing 
national arrangements to follow up the implementation of 
the Programme; 

(f) To review internal laws and regulations with a view to 
identifying and rescinding those which provide for, give rise 
to, or inspire racial discrimination or apartheid; 

(g) To ensure the cessation of all discriminatory measures 
against migrant workers and extend to them treatment 
equal to that provided for nationals of the host country 
with regard to human rights and the provisions of their 
labour legislation; 

(h) To sign and ratify the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,3 the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punish
ment of the Crime of Apartheid, 4 and all other relevant 
instruments; 

3 General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX), annex. 
4 General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex. 
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5. Also urges Member States which are parties to the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination to comply fully with their 
obligations under the Convention and, in particular, to 
submit their reports in accordance with the time-table laid 
down in article 9 thereof; 

6. fl1rther urges United Nations bodies, the specialized 
agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental or
ganizations to ensure the continuation of their activities 
related to the Decade with emphasis on, inter alia: 

(a) Providing moral and material support to the national 
liberation movements and the victims of apartheid and 
racial discrimination; 

(b) Assisting and conducting vigorous educational and 
information campaigns to dispel racial prejudice and to 
involve public opinion in the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination; 

(c) Examining the socio-economic and colonial roots of 
racism, apartheid and racial discrimination with a view to 
eliminating them; 

7. Appeals to Member States which have not yet done so 
to forward the reports called for under paragraph 18 (e) of 
the Programme for the Decade; 

8. Welcomes any contributions and suggestions related 
to the Programme for the Decade by the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Special Com
mittee against Apartheid, the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, the Commission on Human Rights, 
its Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts and its Sub
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec
tion of Minorities, especially with regard to the prepara
tions for the World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to draw on the 
expertise of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities while under
taking the relevant activities of the Decade; 

10. Reiterates the call in paragraph 18 (g) of the 
Programme for the Decade to make adequate resources 
available to the Secretary-General to enable him to under
take the activities entrusted to him under the Programme; 

II. Appeals to Governments and private organizations 
to make voluntary contributions which would make it 
possible to carry out all of the activities provided for in the 
Programme for the Decade; 

12. Decides to consider at its thirty-second session, as a 
matter of high priority, the question entitled "Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination". 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

World Conference to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 November 
1973, in which it reaffirmed its resolve to achieve the total 
and unconditional elimination of racism, racial discrimina
tion and apartheid, 

Recalling also its resolution 3378 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1990 (LX) of 11 May 1976, 

Having considered the request of the Government of 
Ghana that the United Nations defray half of the additional 
cost involved in holding the World Conference to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination at Accra, and the 
recommendation of the Economic and Social Council in 
this regard, 

Recognizing that Ghana is one of the countries most 
seriously affected by the current world economic crisis and 
that, despite this, the Government of Ghana is making a 
substantial financial contribution towards the Conference, 

1. Welcomes again with appreciation the offer of the 
Government of Ghana to act as host to the World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and takes note of the measures contemplated by that 
Government aimed at ensuring the success of the 
Conference; 

2. Decides, in conformity with paragraph 13 of the 
Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination,s to convene the Conference in 
Ghana in order to mobilize world public opinion and adopt 
measures likely to secure the full and universal implementa
tion of United Nations decisions and resolutions on racism, 
racial discrimination, apartheid, decolonization and 
self-determination; 

3. Decides to make exception to its resolution 
2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969 on the pattern of 
conferences and agrees that half of the additional cost 
involved in holding the Conference in Ghana shall be 
defrayed from the regular budget of the United Nations; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to maintain his con
tacts with the Government of Ghana concerning future 
arrangements for holding the Conference at Accra; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session, as a matter of high priority, an item 
entitled "World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination". 

5 General Assembly resolution 3057 (XXVIII), annex. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Status of the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 November 
1973, 3135 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973,3225 (XXIX) 
of 6 November 1974 and 3381 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/201) on the status of the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;3 

2. Expresses its satisfaction with the increase in the 
number of States which have ratified the Convention or 
acceded thereto; 

3. Reaffirms once again its conviction that ratification 
of or accession to the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination on a 
universal basis and implementation of its provisions are 
necessary for the realization of the objectives of the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination; 

4. Appeals to States which have not yet become parties 
to the Convention to ratify it or accede thereto; 

5. Appeals to States parties to the Convention to study 
the possibility of making the declaration provided for in 
article 14 of the Convention; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to submit 
to the General Assembly annual reports concerning the 
status of the Convention, in accordance with Assembly 
resolution 2106 A (XX) of 21 December 1965. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION N 

Status of the International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 
1973, by which it adopted and opened for signature and 
ratification the International Convention on the Sup
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, and its 
resolution 3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, 

Expressing its appreciation to those States which have 
become parties to the Convention, 

Convinced that ratification of or accession to the Inter
national Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid on a universal basis and imple
mentation of its provisions are necessary for the achieve
ment of the goals of the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

Reiterating its firm conviction that apartheid constitutes 
a total negation of the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations and is a crime against 

humanity seriously disturbing international peace and 
security, 

Underlining Security Council resolution 392 (1976) of 19 
June 1976, in which the Council condemned the Govern
ment of South Africa for its resort to massive violence 
against and killings of the African people, including school 
children and students and others opposing racial 
discrimination, 

Noting that the legitimate struggle of the oppressed 
African peoples against apartheid demands all necessary 
assistance by the international community, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/209) on the status of the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid; 

2. Welcomes the entry into force on 18 July 1976 of the 
above-mentioned Convention; 

3. Appeals to all States which have not yet become 
parties to the Convention to accede thereto; 

4. Invites the Chairman of the thirty-third session of the 
Commission on Human Rights to appoint a group con
sisting of three members of the Commission on Human 
Rights as provided for by article IX of the Convention; 

5. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to under
take the functions set out in article X of the Convention, in 
particular to prepare a list of individuals, organizations, 
institutions and representatives of States which are alleged 
to be responsible for the crimes enumerated in article II of 
the Convention; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his next 
annual report under General Assembly resolution 
3380 (XXX) a special part concerning the implementation 
of the Convention; 

7. Decides to consider annually, starting with its thirty
second session, the question entitled "Status of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punish
ment of the Crime of Apartheid". 

DOCUMENT A/31/273/ADD.J 

PART II OF THE REPORT 

Introduction 

[Original: English] 
[19November 1976] 

1. At its 2nd meeting, on 27 September, the Third 
Committee decided to consider separately agenda item 
69 (b }, entitled "Reports of the Committee on the Elimina
tion of Racial Discrimination". 

2. The Committee considered the subitem at its 38th, 
43rd to 45th, 47th, 48th and 50th meetings, from 3 to 15 
November 1976. The views expressed by the representatives 
of Member States on this subitem are contained in the 
summary records of those meetings. 
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3. In connexion with subitem (b), the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) Reports of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination for the years 1975 and 1976 
(A/10018 and A/3I/I8 and Corr.l); 

(b) Letters to the Secretary-General from the representa
tives of Turkey (A/C.3/3I/7) and Cyprus (A/C.3/31/8; 
E/5813; A/3I/151-S/12144; A/31/178-S/12179). 

4. The Director of the Division of Human Rights 
introduced the subitem at the 38th meeting, on 3 No
vember. 

Consideration of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.l8 

5. At the 45th meeting, on IO November, the rep
resentative of Yugoslavia, on behalf of Egypt, Ghana, 
Jordan, Nigeria, the Philippines, the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia, subsequently joined by India, 
Madagascar, Mali, the Sudan and the United Republic of 
Tanzania, introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.18) on 
the reports of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination and indicated that the sponsors had decided 
to make certain changes in the text. In the first preambular 
paragraph the reference to resolutions 3223 (XXIX) and 
3225 (XXIX) was replaced by a reference to the relevant 
resolutions adopted at the current session. In operative 
paragraph 2 the word "meeting" was replaced by "meet
ings" and in operative paragraph 5 the word "report" was 
replaced by "reports". The draft resolution, as orally 
revised, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 
to 3 and 4 to 9 same as that of the preamble and 
operative paragraphs 1 to 3 and 5 to 10 of the draft 
resolution contained in paragraph 11 below}; 

"I 0. Reiterates its appeals to States which are not yet 
parties to the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to ratify or 
accede to it and, pending such ratification or accession, to 
be guided by the basic provisions of the Convention in 
their internal and foreign policies." 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of Bulgaria, 
on behalf of Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia, introduced an 
amendment (A/C.3/3I/L.20) which would add the follow
ing new operative paragraphs to the draft resolution: 

"Cbmmends the Committee's solidarity with the just 
cause of the peoples struggling against the oppression of 
colonialist and racist regimes in South Africa, Southern 
Rhodesia and Namibia; 

"Invites all States to become parties to the Inter
national Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination;". 

7. At the 48th meeting, on 12 November, the rep
resentative of Yugoslavia indicated that the sponsors of 
the draft resolution, taking into account the amendments in 

document A/C.3/31/L.20, had decided to modify the draft 
as follows: 

(a) A new operative paragraph 4 was inserted after 
operative paragraph 3 and read as follows: 

"4. Cbmmends the Committee for focusing greater 
attention on the just cause of the peoples struggling 
against the oppression of colonialist and racist regimes in 
southern Mrica;" 

The subsequent paragraphs were renumbered accordingly. 

(b) Before the word "States" in operative paragraph 10 
(renumbered 11), the words "Reiterates its appeal'' were 
replaced by "Invites all". 

8. At the same meeting, the amendment in A/C.3/ 
3I/L.20 was withdrawn by the sponsors. 

9. Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Kuwait and Morocco joined 
in sponsoring the draft resolution as modified. 

IO. At its 48th meeting, the Committee adopted, with
out a vote, draft resolution A/C.3/3I/L.l8, modified (see 
para. II below). 

Recommendation of the Third Comfnittee 

II. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Reports of the Cbmmittee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 November 
1973 and 31/ ... of ... December I9766 on the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
resolution 3266 (XXIX) of IO December I974 on the 
report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination and resolution 3I/ ... of ... December 
19767 on the Status of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 

Having considered the reports of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination on the sixth and 
seventh years of its activities (A/10018 and A/31/18 and 
Corr.I) submitted under article 9, paragraph 2, of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, 

Noting with appreciation the interest of the Committee, 
when performing its functions under the Convention, to 
contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, 

6 Draft resolution I reproduced in paragraph 17 of part I of the 
present report, subsequently adopted by the General Assembly as 
resolution 31/77. 

7 Draft resolution Ill reproduced in paragraph 17 of part I of the 
present report, subsequently adopted by the General Assembly as 
resolution 31/79. 



8 General Assembly- Thirty-first Session- Annexes 

Mindful of the undertaking of States parties to the 
Convention to engage in no act or practice of racial 
discrimination against any person, groups of persons or 
national or ethnic minorities, and to ensure that all public 
authorities and public institutions, national and local, shall 
act in conformity with this obligation, in accordance with 
relevant provisions of the Convention, 

Noting the decisions adopted by the Committee at its 
eleventh to fourteenth sessions, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; 

2. Takes note also of the part of the reports of the 
Committee concerning petitions and other information 
relating to Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories and to 
all other Territories to which General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 applies, and draws the 
attention of the relevant United Nations bodies to the 
Committee's opinions and recommendations relating to 
those Territories; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee for the 
work it performs in pursuance of the provisions of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, thus contributing significantly to 
the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination; 

4. Commends the Committee for focusing greater atten
tion on the just cause of the peoples struggling against the 
oppression of the colonialist and racist regimes in southern 
Africa; 

5. Calls upon the States parties to the Convention to 
observe fully the provisions of the Convention and other 
international instruments and agreements to which they are 
parties concerning the elimination of all forms of dis-

crimination based on race, colour, descent or national or 
ethnic origin; 

6. Welcomes the co-operation of the States parties to the 
Convention with the Committee in submitting their reports 
and designating representatives to be present at the meet
ings of the Committee when it considers their reports; 

7. Calls upon all States parties to the Convention to 
provide all necessary information to the Committee in 
accordance with article 9 of the Convention, taking also 
into account the relevant recommendations and requests of 
the Committee; 

8. Welcomes the Committee's participation in the reali
zation of the objectives of the Programme for the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination in 
accordance with its decision 1 (XI) of 4 April 197 5; 

9. Invites the States parties to the Convention to include 
in their reports, under article 9, paragraph 1, of the 
Convention, information on the status of their relations 
with the racist regimes of southern Africa, in accordance 
with decision 2 (XI) of the Committee of 7 April 1975; 

10. Reminds the States parties to the Convention of 
their obligations, under the Convention, as recommended 
by the Committee in its decision 4 (XI) of 14 April 1975, 
to adopt appropriate legislative, judicial, administrative or 
other measures with a view to putting an end to racism and 
to the vestiges or manifestations of such ideologies wher
ever they exist; 

11. Im·ites all States which are not yet parties to the 
Convention to ratify or accede to it and, pending such 
ratification or accession, to be guided by the basic 
provisions of the Convention in their internal and foreign 
policies. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in part I of its report (A/31/273, 
para. 17). Draft resolution I was adopted by a recorded vote of 113 to 1, with 14 
abstentions; draft resolution II was adopted by a recorded vote of 110 to 2, with 16 
abstentions; draft resolution III was adopted by consensus; draft resolution IV was 
adopted by a recorded vote of 99 to none, with 30 abstentions. For the final texts, see 
resolutions 31/77 to 31/80.8 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Third Committee in part II of its report (A/31/273/ Add. I, para. 11 ). For the final 
text, see resolution 31/81.8 

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 69 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Document No. 

A/10018 

A/31/3 

A/31/18 and Corr.l 

A/31/97 

A/31/148 

A/31/151-S/12144 

A/31/168-S/12160 

A/31/170-S/12162 

A/31/178-S/12179 

A/31/197 

A/31/201 

A/31/206-S/12196 

A/31/209 

A/31/223 and Add.1 

A/31/236 

A/31/237 

A/31/339 and Corr.l 

A/31/458 

A/31/473 

A/C.3/31/2 

A/C.3/31/7 

A/C.3/31/8 

A/C.3/31/L.3 

A/C.3/31/L.4 
'Jirt..l r'n-r-r 1 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-lust sessions 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Letter dated 26 May 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 15 July 1976 from the representative of Cyprus to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 2 August 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 3 August 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 17 August 1976 from the representative of Cyprus to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting the documents adopted by the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 

Status of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 8 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid: report of the Secretary-General 

Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination: report of 
the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General, transmitting the resolutions adopted by the Seventh 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers 

Letter dated 18 November 1976 from the representative of Iraq to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 17 December 1976 from the representative of Israel to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 7 January 1977 from the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 28 September 1976 from the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Republic to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 22 October 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 2 November 1976 from the representative of Cyprus to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 18 

Ibid., Thirty-rust Session, Sup
plement No. 3 

Ibid., Supplement No. 18 and 
corrigendum 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Se
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for July, 
August and September 1976 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the Se· 
curity Council, Thirty-rust 
Year, Supplement for July, 
August and September 1976 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/273, para. 12 

Idem, para. 15 



10 

Document No. 

A/C.3/31/L.5 

A/C.3/31/L.6 

A/C.3/31/L.l8 

A/C.3/31/L.20 

E/5759 and Add.l 

E/5760 and Add.1 

E/5763 

E/5813 

A/C.5/31/61 

A/31/8/Add.13 

A/31/404 

General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

Title or description Observations and references 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution contained Mimeographed 
in annex II to document A/31/148: note by the Secretary-General 

Amendment to document A/C.3/31/L.3 For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/273, para. 13 

Draft resolution Idem, A/31/273/Add.l, para. 5 

Amendments to document A/C.3/31/L.l8 Idem, para. 6 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared in accordance with paragraph Mimeographed 
18 (e) of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared in accordance with paragraph Ditto 
18 (f) of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 

Report of the Secretary-General prepared in accordance with General Ditto 
Assembly resolution 3378 (XXX) 

Letter dated 26 April 1976 from the representative of Cyprus to the Ditto 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution II 
submitted by the Third Committee in documellt A/31 /273 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the Gen· 
era/ Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 8 

Ibid., Thirty-first Session, An
nexes, agenda item 92 

76-36606-May 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/331 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Adverse consequences for the 
enjoyment of human rights of political, military. economic 
and other forms of assistance given to colonial and racist 
regimes in southern Africa" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with Assembly resolution 3383 (XXX) of 10 
November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 19th, 21st 
to 26th, 28th, 29th, and 35th to 40th meetings, held 
between 15 October and 5 November 1976. The views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States and 
observers are contained in the summary records of those 
meetings. 

4. In connexion with item 70, the Committee had 
before it the following documentation: (a) a note by the 
Secretary-General giving background information on the 
item (A/31 /221 ); (b) a preliminary report on the subject by 
Mr. Ahmed M. Khalifa, the Special Rapporteur of the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities, submitted to the Sub-Commission 
at its twenty-ninth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/371 ); (c) the 

[Original: English] 
[ 19 November 1976] 

introductory statement of the Special Rapporteur before 
the twenty-ninth session of the Sub-Commission.! 

5. At the 19th meeting, on 15 October, the Director of 
the Division of Human Rights introduced the item. 

Consideration of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.l6 

6. The Committee had before it a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/31/L.16), which was sponsored by Algeria, Benin, 
the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Iraq, the Libyan Arab Repub
lic. Madagascar, Nigeria, Senegal, Somalia, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, the United Republic of Cameroon, the 
United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia, subsequently 
joined by the Congo and Democratic Yemen. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [Text of the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 
to 7 same as preamble and co"esponding paragraphs of 
the draft resolution contained in paragraph 11 below.]; 

"8. Invites the Economic and Social Council, in 
collaboration with the Commission on Human Rights, to 
examine the question of the conse1uences of the use of 
the veto on the enjoyment of human rights by the 
oppressed peoples of southern Africa and submit a report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session; 

I See E/CN.4/Sub.2/SR.763 and 764. 
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"9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the 
preliminary report of the Special Rapporteur to the 
Special Committee against Apartheid and to the Council 
for Namibia; 

"10. Decides to consider this item at its thirty-third 
session as a matter of priority in the light of any 
recommendation by the Sub-Commission on Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, the 
Commission on Human Rights, the Economic and Social 
Council, as well as the Special Committee against Apart
heid." 

7. At the 38th meeting, on 3 November, the represen
tative of Nigeria introduced a revised text (A/C.3/31/ 
L.l6/Rev.l), which was also sponsored by Burundi, Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Yemen, subsequently joined by Equatorial 
Guinea, Mozambique, the Lao People's Democratic Repub
lic, Sierra Leone, the Sudan and Uganda. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

[Same text as the draft resolution contained in para· 
graph 11 below, with the exception of operative para· 
graph 8, which was the same as the co"esponding 
paragraph in the initial text reproduced in paragraph 6 
above.] 

At the same meeting, the representative of Nigeria revised 
operative paragraph 8 by inserting the words "by the 
above-mentioned three permanent members" after the 
word "veto". 

8. At the 39th meeting, on 4 November, the represen
tatives of Senegal and the United Republic of Cameroon 
withdrew the names of their delegations from the list of 
sponsors of the revised draft resolution, because of the 
changes introduced to operative paragraph 8. 

9. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as orally revised, by a vote of 87 to 12, 
with 31 abstentions (see para. 11 below). At the request of 
the representative of Nigeria, the vote was taken roll-call; 
the voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Burma, 
Burundi, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, 
l'hilippmes, Qatar. Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suri
nam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
shwui.. Zaire. Zamlna. 

Agwnst: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal 
Repuhlic of. Ireland, Isra\'1, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, 

Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Central African Repub
lic, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Fin
land, German Democratic Republic, Greece, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Iran, Malawi, 
Mongolia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New 
Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Ukrain
ian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 

10. The summary records of the 39th and 40th meetings 
contain the explanations of vote on the draft resolution. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

11. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Adl'erse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights 
of political, military, economic and other forms of 
assistance given to colonial and racist regimes in southern 
Africa, 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3382 (XXX) and 3383 (XXX) of 
10 November 1975, 

Recalling resolution 6 (XXXII) of 1 March 1976 of the 
Commission on Human Rights,2 denouncing with indig
nation the political, military, economic and other forms of 
assistance which certain States give to the racist minority 
regimes of southern Africa, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and the Programme 
of Action on the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 

Recalling its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, 

Recalling its resolution 3171 (XXVIII) of 17 December 
1973 relating to permanent sovereignty over natural re
sources of developing countries and territories under 
foreign occupation, colonial rule, alien domination and 
apartheid, 

Having considered with satisfaction the preliminary 
report of 14 July 1976 prepared by the Special Rapporteur 
on the adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human 
rights of political, milita1y, economic and other forms of 
assistance given to the coloma! and racist regimes in 
southern Africa (E/CN.4/Sub.2/37l ), 

Convinced that the above-mentioned report contains 
additional evidence enabling the General Assembly to 

2 See Officwl Records of the Hconomic and Socwl Counc·!l. 
Sixtieth Session. Supplement No. J. chap. XX, sect. A. 
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conclude that the political, military, economic and other 
assistance given to the racist and colonial regimes of South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia by certain States is the major 
factor in the perpetuation of the abominable policies of 
these regimes inasmuch as they adversely affect the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of the oppressed peoples 
of southern Africa, 

Noting with concern that three permanent members of 
the Security Council-France, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America -by the use of the veto prevent the Council from 
taking effective action against the South African apartheid 
regime, thus impairing the exercise and the enjoyment of 
human rights of the oppressed peoples of southern Africa, 

Noting further that the actions of some States in 
strengthening political, economic, military and other rela
tions with the South African regime are in flagrant and 
deliberate violation of the purposes and principles of the 
Charter and resolutions of the United Nations, 

Convinced that the continued military and nuclear 
collaboration of certain States and organizations with the 
racist regimes in southern Africa constitutes a serious 
menace not only to the oppressed peoples of southern 
Africa, but also to the independent African States and to 
international peace and security, 

I. Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the oppressed 
peoples of southern Africa to self-determination, indepen
dence and the enjoyment of the natural resources of their 
territories; 

2. Reaffirms further the right of these same oppressed 
peoples to dispose of those resources in their best interests 
and to receive full compensation for the exploitation, 
depletion, loss of and damages to their natural resources, 
including compensation for the exploitation and manipula
tion of their human resources; 

3. Strongly condemns the collaboration of all States, 
particularly France, the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the 
United States of America, Israel and Japan, as well as those 
foreign economic interests which maintain and/or continue 
to increase their collaboration with the racist regimes of 

southern Africa, especially in the economic, military and 
nuclear fields; 

4. Reaffirms that the States and organizations which 
give assistance to the racist and colonial regimes in southern 
Africa are accomplices in the inhuman practices of racial 
discrimination, apartheid and colonialism perpetrated by 
those regimes; 

5. Invites the Security Council to impose a total 
embargo on sales, gifts and the transfer of arms or any 
other kind of military supplies to South Africa; 

6. Calls upon all States scrupulously to observe the 
sanctions imposed on the illegal minority regime of 
Southern Rhodesia; 

7. Calls upon all States, specialized agencies, intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to offer all 
possible assistance to the liberation movements of southern 
Africa that are recognized by the Organization of African 
Unity and the United Nations; 

8. Invites the Economic and Social Council, in collabora
tion with the Commission on Human Rights, to examine 
the question of the consequences of the use of the veto by 
the above-mentioned three permanent members of the 
Security Council on the enjoyment of human rights by the 
oppressed peoples of southern Africa and to submit a 
report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-third 
session; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to accord 
the Special Rapporteur the assistance he needs to complete 
his study; 

10. Requests- the Secretary-General to transmit the 
preliminary report of the Special Rapporteur to the Special 
Committee against Apartheid and to the United Nations 
Council for Namibia; 

11. Decides to consider this item at its thirty-third 
session as a matter of priority in the light of any 
recommendation by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, the Commis
sion on Human Rights and the Economic and Social 
Council, as well as by the Special Committee against 
Apartheid and the United Nations Council for Namibia. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 30 November 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/331, para. 11). 
Operative paragraph 3, on which a separate vote was taken, was adopted by a recorded 
vote of 68 to 25, with 39 abstentions; the draft resolution as a whole was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 97 to 11, with 28 abstentions. For the fmal text, see Official Records of 
the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, resolution 31/33. 
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A/C.3/31/L.16 

A/C.3/31/L.16/ 
Rev.1 

E/CN.4/Sub.2/371 

CHECK UST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 70 which are 
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11tle or de~tlon OtnerwtfoM and reference• 

Note by the SecretarY-General Mimeographed 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/331, para. 6 

Revised draft resolution Idem, para. 7 

Preliminary report submitted to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Mimeographed 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities at Its twenty-ninth session 
by Mr. Khalifa, Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission 

Utho In United Natlo•, N- York 76·36606-AprU 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/420 

Report of the Third Committee 

I. The item entitled "Human rights and scientific and 
technological developments" was included in the provi
sional agenda of the thirty-first session in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3384 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975 and the decision taken at its 2400th plenary meeting, 
on 10 November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at the 76th and 
77th meetings, on 9 and 10 December 1976. The views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States are 
contained in the summary records of those meetings. 

4. In connexion with item 71, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/31/169) 
containing background information on the item. 

5. At the 76th meeting, the representative of the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.3/31/L.55) sponsored by Benin, the Bye
lorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Cyprus, the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Mali, Nepal and Poland, 

f Original: English] 
f 15 December 1976] 

subsequently joined by Czechoslovakia. The draft reso
lution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and 
Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for 
the Benefit of Mankind, proclaimed by the General 
Assembly in its resolution 3384 (XXX) of 10 November 
1975, 

"Convinced that the application of scientific and 
technological progress in the interests of peace and for 
the benefit of mankind is an important factor for the 
observance of fundamental human rights and freedoms, 

"Noting that the achievements of scientific and tech
nological progress have a great influence on the course of 
social and economic development both in the developed 
and in the developing countries, 

"Expressing its concern at the fact that scientific and 
technological achievements may be used for purposes 
contrary to the interests of peace and international 
security and, consequently, of fundamental human rights 
and freedoms, 

AnnP.YP.~ (XXXTI 71 
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"1. Calls upon Member States, in their programmes 
and plans, fully to take account of and conform to the 
provisions and principles contained in the Declaration; 

"2. Instructs the International Labour Organisation, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, the World Health Organization and other 
United Nations specialized agencies concerned to take 
fully into account, in their programmes and activities, the 
provisions of the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and 
Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for 
the Benefit of Mankind; 

"3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, i11 its 
consideration of the question of scientific and techno
logical progress and human rights, to give special attention 
to the implementation of the provisions of the Declara
tion on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress 
in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind; 

"4. Decides to consider at its thirty-second session the 
question of the implementation of the provisions of the 
Declaration, under the agenda item entitled 'Human 
rights and scientific and technological developments'." 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of France 
introduced the following amendments (A/C.3/31/L.58) to 
the draft resolution: 

(a) Insertion of a new first preambular paragraph to read 
as follows: 

"Recalling its resolutions 2450 (XXIII), 2721 (XXV), 
3026 (XXVII), 3150 (XXVIII) and 3268 (XXIX),": 

(b) Replacement of the fourth preambular paragraph by 
a new text, which would become the fifth preambular 
paragraph, to read as follows: 

"Expressing its concern at the fact that scientific and 
technological achievements may be used to the detriment 
of fundamental human freedoms, the dignity of the 
human person, and peace and social progress,": 

(c) Deletion, in operative paragraph 1, of the words 
"fully" and "and conform to"; 

(d) Insertion, in operative paragraph 2, of the words 
"and in accordance with the spirit of the Proclamation of 
Teheran" between the word "activities" and the words "the 
provisions". 

7. The sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.55 ac
cepted the third amendment proposed by France. At the 
77th meeting, after an exchange of views during which the 
representatives of Austria, Cuba and Nigeria orally pro
posed subamendments to the second and fourth amend
ments, the representative of France revised his text. In the 
second amendment the words "fundamental human free
doms" were replaced by the words "fundamental human 
rights and freedoms" and the words "and peace and social 
progress" were replaced by the words "international peace 
and security and social progress". It was nevertheless 
decided that that amendment should be put to the vote 
since the fourth preambular paragraph as thus worded did 

not correspond exactly to the text read out by the 
representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. 
The fourth amendment by France was accepted by the 
sponsors of the draft resolution as subamended by the 
representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public: the words "and in accordance with the spirit of the 
Proclamation of Teheran" were replaced by the words "the 
pertinent provisions of the Proclamation of Teheran". 

8. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on the 
first and second amendments contained in document 
A/C.3/31/L.58 and on the draft resolution, as follows: 

(a) The first amendment was adopted by 81 votes to 2, 
with 24 abstentions; 

(b) The second amendment, as subamended, was adopted 
by 81 votes to none, with 23 abstentions; 

(c) Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.55, as revised and 
amended, was adopted by 102 votes to none, with 
7 abstentions (see para. 9 below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

9. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Human rights and scientific and technological developments 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2450 (XXIII) of 19 December 
1968, 2721 (XXV) of 15 December 1970, 3026 (XXVII) of 
18 December 1972, 3150 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 
and 3268 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and 
Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the 
Benefit of Mankind, proclaimed by the General Assembly 
in its resolution 3384 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, 

Convinced that the application of scientific and tech
nological progress in the interests of peace and for the 
benefit of mankind is an important factor for the obser
vance of fundamental human rights and freedoms, 

Noting that the achievements of scientific and tech
nological prl)gress have a great influence on the course of 
social and economic development in both the developed 
and the developing countries, 

Expressing its concern at the fact that scientific and 
technological achievements may be used to the detriment 
of fundamental human rights and freedoms, the dignity of 
the human person, international peace and security and 
social progress, 

1. Calls upon Member States, in their programmes and 
plans, to take account of the provisions and principles 
contained in the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and 
Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the 
Benefit of Mankind; 
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2. Requests the International Labour Organisation, the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi
zation, the World Health Organization and other specialized 
agencies concerned to take fully into account, in their 
programmes and activities, the pertinent provisions of the 
Proclamation of Teheran1 and the provisions of the 
Declaration; 

3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, in its 
consideration of the question of scientific and technological 
progress and human rights, to give special attention to the 
implementation of the provisions of the Declaration; 

4. Decides to consider at its thirty-second session the 
question of the implementation of the provisions of the 
Declaration under the item entitled "Human rights and 
scie'ltific and technological developments". 

I Fifllll Act of the Interfllltional Conference on Human Rights 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.68.XIV.2), chap. II. 

Document No. 

A/31/169 

A/C.3/31/L.55 

A/C.3/31/L.58 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its I 02nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 126 to none, with 8 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/420, para. 9). For the final text, see 
resolution 31/128.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39, 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 79 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Amendments to document A/C.3/31/L.55 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/420, para. 5 

Idem, para. 6 

lJtho in United Nationa, New York 76·36606-September 1977-2.000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/389 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "World social situation: report of 
the Secretary-General" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with the decision taken by the Assembly at its 
2441 st plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

~- At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 26th, 30th 
to 36th, 43rd, 47th, 48th, 50th, 53rd, 61 st and 62nd 
meetings, from ~I October to 29 November J 976. The 
summary records of those meetings contain the views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States and of 
the specialized agencies on the item. 

4. In connexion with item 72, the Committee had 
before it the 1974 Report on the World Social Situation, 
(E/CN.5/512/Rev.l ), transmitted to the General Assembly 
by the Economic and Social Council in pursuance of 
General Assembly resolution 2771 (XXVI) of 22 November 
1971 : and a note by the Secretary-General containing 
background information on the item (A/31 /198). 

5. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Develop
ment and Humanitarian Affairs made a statement at the 
31st meeting and the Assistant Director and the Director, 

f Original: tng/ishj 
[7 December 1976/ 

Centre for Development Planning, Projections and Policies 
of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs made 
statements at the 26th and 36th meetings respectively. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C 3/31 /L 15 

6. At the 30th meeting, the representative of Belgium 
introduced a draft resolution ( A/C.3/31 /L.I5) entitled 
"Implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Disabled Persons" which was sponsored by Algeria, Austria, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, Burundi, Canada, Chad, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Greece, Guinea, Iceland, Indonesia, 
Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Re
public, Luxembourg, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nepal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Oman, 
Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Singapore, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United States of America, Yugoslavia and 
Zaire, later joined by Bhutan, Botswana, the Central 
African Republic, the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Guate
mala, Iraq, the Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Malaysia, Mo
zambique, Nicaragua, the Niger, Poland, Sierra Leone, 
Tunisia, Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania. 

7. At the 36th meeting, the representative of Belgium 
revised the text, incorporating some changes suggested by 
the representative of India, which would replace all 
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references to the principles contained in the Declaration by 
the words "the rights and principles laid down in the 
Declaration". India then became a sponsor of the draft 
resolution. 

8. At the same meeting the Committee adopted, without 
a vote, the draft resolution, as revised (see para. 17 below, 
draft resolution 1). 

Draft resolutions A/C3/31/L21 and A/C3/31 /L25 

9. At the 43rd meeting, the representative of the United 
States of America introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/3l/ 
L.2l) entitled "World social situation" which read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 2215 (XXI) on the world 
social situation in which it requested that periodic reports 
on the world social situation should be prepared, taking 
into account the interrelationship between economic and 
social factors, 

"Hal'ing considered the 1974 Report on the World 
Social Situation, 

"1. Reaffirms the important contribution of the Re
port Oil the World Social Situation to the progress of 
development; 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
issue the report every four years; 

"3. 1nl'ites the Secretary-General to re-examine the 
format and content of the report in the light of the 
debate on the world social situation at the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly." 

10. The following amendments (A/C.3/31/L.23) to the 
draft resolution were submitted by Czechoslovakia, Iraq 
and Mongolia: 

(a) The insertion of a new second preambular paragraph 
to read as follows: 

"Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development proclaimed in General Assembly resolution 
2542 (XXIV)"; 

(b) The rewording of operative paragraph 3 to read as 
follows: 

"3. Im•ites the Secretary-General to prepare the Re
port oil the World Social Situation on the basis of the 
data provided by Member States as well as other official 
material and taking into account the debate on this 
agenda item at the thirty-fi~st session of the General 
Assembly." 

I 1. At the 47th meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/3I/L.25) 
which was sponsored by Egypt and the Philippines, later 
joined by Cuba. The representative of the Philippines noted 
that the draft had taken into account the text (A/C.3/ 

3l/L.21) submitted by the United States and the amend
ments thereto (A/C.3/31/L.23). The text of the draft 
resolution read as follows: 

f Preamble and operative paragraphs 1 and 2 same as 
preamble and operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of draft 
resolution II contained in paragraph 17 below./ 

12. At the 53rd meeting, the representative of the 
United States withdrew draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.21. 
The amendments thereto ( A/C.3/31/L.23) were thus no 
longer before the Committee. 

13. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines introduced a revised text (A/C.3/3l/L. 25/ 
Rev .I) which was sponsored by Cuba, Egypt and the 
Philippines, later joined by the Syrian Arab Republic./ For 
the text, see para. 17 below, draft resolution 11./ 

14. At the same meeting. the revised draft resolution 
was adopted by the Committee without a vote. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31/L22 

15. At the 50th meeting, the representative of Pakistan 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.22) on behalf of 
the States Members of the United Nations which are 
members of the Group of 77. The text of the draft 
resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

[Text of the 12 preambular paragraphs same as that of 
first, second, third and fifth through thirteenth pre
ambular paragraphs of draft resolution 111 contained in 
paragraph 17 below. Text of the operative part same as 
that of draft resolution III. with the exception of 
paragraphs 3 and 10, which read as follows: 

" '3. Recognizes the need for continued efforts at the 
national level towards the promotion of social progress 
and development through measures leading to: 

"'(a) More equitable redistribution of income and 
wealth; 

" '(b) Elimination of hunger and malnutrition; 

"'(c) A reduction of unemployment and under
employment; 

"'(d) The improvement of the distribution of health, 
housing, education and other social services: 

" 'I 0. Urges the developed countries to respond in a 
spirit of co-operation and interdependence to ensure 
sustained socio-economic development in the developing 
countries to bridge the gap between the developed and 
developing countries;'.] " 

16. At the 61st meeting, the representative of Pakistan 
introduced a revised text (A/C.3/31/L.22/Rev.l), which 
was adopted by the Committee at the same meeting by 91 
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votes to none, With 10 abstentions (see para. 17 below, 
draft resolution III). 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

17. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

!mplcmentattnn nf tlzc Dedaratton on the 
Rtgltts o( Dtsablcd Persons 

77tc (;en era! Assembl!'. 

Recalling Its resolution 344 7 (XXX) of 9 December 1975 
pruclanning the Declarat]()tl on the Rights of Disabled 
Person~. 

/)estrtng to aL·lJievc the effective implementation of the 
rights and prmciples laid down in the Declaration, 

1. R.ccomntcnds that all Member States should take 
accuunt of the rights and principles laid down in the 
Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons 111 establish· 
mg their policies, plans and programmes; 

::'. Recommends that all international orgamLations and 
agencies concerned should mclude 111 their programmes 
pruvtsions ensurmg the effective ImplementatiOn of those 
rights and principles; 

3. RCif!ICsts the Secretary-General to mform the General 
Assembly, 111 the form of a summary annexed to his reports 
lln the world social situation, of the meawres adopted by 
Member States and by the mternational organizations and 
agencies concerned with a view to ensuring the effective 
nnplementatwn of the rights and principles laJd down 111 

the Dr clara tion and of the present resolu lion. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Report on tltc world social sttuatwn 

The (;encral Asscmhll·. 

Rccalfing the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop-
ment proclaimed m (~eneral Assembly resolution 
2542 (XXIV) of II December 1969, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 
19::'7 (LVIII) of 6 May !975 on the world sucial situation 
and the mid-term review and appraisal of the International 
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations 
Development Decade,I 

Haring considered the I IJ N Rctlort on the IVorld Sucial 
Sttuatton ( E/CN.5 /51 2/Rev.l ), 

Desirous of Improving the future reports on the world 
social situatiOn as to their cross-sectoral analysis of social 

policies and programmes, which analysis should take into 
account the goals and objectives of the new international 
economic order, 

1. Takes nute of the ]9 74 Report on tlze World Sucia7 
Situatw11 as well as the vanous pomts of view expressed 
rcgardmg Its substance and format during the tlmty-first 
session of the General Assembly; 

2. Rcifllcsts the Secrctary-Ceneral to take mto con
SideratiOn the fullowmg glllddines while prepanng future 
reports on the WLlrld social situation. 

(a) A more integrated and concise text should be 
presented, with emphasis on the analysis of the data 
obtamed; 

(h) Ail countnes and terntorics should be covered, 
includmg those under colonial and alien domination and 
foreign occupation; 

(c) A wide range of sources of mformation should be 
u~ed, mainly from the spenaliLed agencies, the regional 
commis&Ions and the Governments concerned. 

(d) The tmd-term review and appraisal of the lnter
natwnal Development Strategy for the Second United 
Nations Development Decade should he used as a guideline 
in asses&ing and analysing the data obtamed; 

(c) The goals and objectives of the new international 
economic order should be utiliLed as one of the guidelines 
for the preparation of future reports on the world social 
situation; 

3. Requests Governments, appropriate United Nations 
bodies and specmlized agencies concerned to continue to 
co-operate with the Secretary-General in the preparation of 
future reports on the world social situation. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

World soc tal situation 

Tlzc (;en era! A sscmb(l', 

Recalling its resolutiOns 2542 (XXIV) of II December 
1969, containing the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development, and 2771 (XXVI) of 22 November 1971 on 
the world social situation, 

Recalling in this connexwn its resolution 2626 (XXV) of 
::'4 October 1970, containing the Interna tiona! Develop
ment Strategy for the Second Umted Nations Development 
Decade, paragraph 7 of which states that the ultimate 
objective of development must be to bring about sustained 
improvement in the well-being of the individual and bestow 
benefits on all, 

Recalling Its resolutiOns 3201 (S-Vl) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programm:: 
of ActiOn on the Establishment of a New lntt'mational 
Economic Order. 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 
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containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties ot 
States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on develop
ment and international economic co-operation, 

Further recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 
1927 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, 

Recognizing that the persistence of colonialism, ag
gression and threats against national sovereignty, national 
unity and territorial integrity, foreign occupation, all forms 
of disc rim ina tion, apartheid and all forms of domination 
continue to exercise a negative impact on the world social 
situation, 

Omsidering that the world social situation is char
acterized by the wide and growing disparity in conditions 
of living and income levels between people in the developed 
and developing countries and that it is incumbent on the 
international community to redress this disparity, 

A ware of the decisive influence of existing economic 
relations on the internal social situation, particularly of the 
developing countries, and that social distress and poverty 
can be removed only if the pre-conditions are created for 
comprehensive and equitable economic growth and social 
development, 

Recalling that during the period from 1974 to 1976 the 
General Assembly, at its sixth and seventh special sessions. 
and a number of international conferences, including the 
World Population Conference, the World Food Conference, 
the World Conference of the International Women's Year, 
Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements, 
the Tripartite World Conference on Employment. Income 
Distribution, Social Progress and International Division of 
Labour, the Second General Conference of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization, the fourth 
session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development and the Conference on Economic Co
operation among Developing Countries, addressed them
selves to several issues related to the world economic and 
socia I situation, 

Considering that the desired pace of social progress in the 
developing countries is hindered because of the magnitude 
of their difficulties arising from the unjust world economic 
order which has existed hitherto, 

Re-emphasizing that the primary responsibility for the 
development of developing countries rests upon themselves, 
but that, however great their own efforts, these will not 
enable them to achieve the desired development goals as 
expeditiously as they must unless equitable economic and 
commercial relations between developed and developing 
countries are established, and increased financial and 
technological resources are available to the developing 
countries, 

Noting that social disparities are not peculiar to the 
developing countries and are a reflection of the injustices 
and inefficiency of the present world economic system, 

Fmphasizing the interdependence of economic and social 
dc'<clopment in promoting comprehensive growth with 
JL,;,\1,-.: and the importance of harmonizing this process of 

development with the evolution of each country's values 
and structures, 

Having considered the 1974 Report on the World Social 
Situation (E/CN.5/5 12/Rev.l ), 

I. Reaffirms the right and responsibility of each State 
and people to determine freely its own objectives of social 
development, to set its own priorities and to decide in 
conformity with the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations the means and methods of their achievement 
without any external interference; 

2. Notes with satisfaction the policies and programmes 
adopted by many developing countries, within their over-all 
development plans, despite the grave financial and other 
external constraints, to promote comprehensive social 
development in various fields, especially to improve the 
conditions in the particularly disadvantaged sectors of their 
societies; 

3. Recognizes the need for continued efforts at the 
national level towards the promotion of social progress and 
development aiming at the fulfilment of basic needs of all 
segments of the population through measures leading to: 

(a) More equitable redistribution of income and wealth: 

(b) The elimination of hunger and malnutrition: 

(c) A reduction of unemployment and under-
employment; 

(d) The improvement of the distribution of health, 
housing, education and other social services: 

4. Welcomes the active participation and growing in
volvement of the people of all sectors of society, including 
the youth and women, in the programmes of socio
economic development in developing countries: 

5. Reaffirms the urgency of observing the principles and 
implementing the decisions regarding the establishment of 
the new international economic order as well as the targets 
and policy measures of the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade as a necessary pre-condition for the success of 
measures to eradicate poverty and to ensure real social 
progress in developing countries; 

6. Reaffirms also that the elimination of imperialism, 
colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation, all forms of 
discrimination and apartheid and threats against national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity is a pre-condition for 
social and economic progress; 

7. Affirms that the need to eliminate social disparities in 
developing countries is an important reason for the de
veloped countries to increase their commitment to achiev
ing the goals of development co-operation and of the new 
international economic order; 

8. Deeply deplores the lack of response from some of 
the developed countries to measures designed to establish 
the new international economic order; 
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9. Urges the organizations of the United Nations system 
to take into consideration Economic and Social Council 
decision 162 (LXI) of 3 August 1976, bearing in mind the 
close interrelationship between international economic rela
tions and the world social situation; 

dependence to ensure sustained socio-economic develop
ment in the developing countries; 

II. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to issue 
the report on the world social situation every four years, 
taking into consideration the provisions of the present 
resolution, and to give an account of the measures taken by 
Governments to implement these provisions. 

10. Urges those developed countries that have not done 
so to respond in a spirit of co-operation and inter-

/Jocument No. 
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A/C'.3/31/L.22 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I, II and Ill submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/389, 
para. I 7). Draft resolutions I and II were adopted without a vote; draft resolution III was 
adopted by a recorded vote of I 20 to none, with I 2 abstentions. For the final text, see 
resolutions 31/82, 31/83 and 3 I /84.2 

2 Sec Offu·iol Records of the General Assembly. Thirty·Jirst Seslion, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 72 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or dea:rlpt/OII 

Note by tlw Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Ob#rvatlont alld referellce:r 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see N31/389, paras. 6, 7 and 
17, draft resolution I 

Idem, para. 9 

Mem, paras. IS and 17, draft 
resolution Ill 

A/C.3/31 /L.22/Rcv.l Revised draft resolution Idem, paras. 16 and 17, draft 
resolution Ill 

A/C',3/31/L.23 

I\/C.3/31/L.25 

A/C.3/31/L.25/Rev.l 

F/C'N.S/512/Rl'v.l 

Amendments to document A/C.3/31/L21 

Draft resolution 

Revised dmft resolution 

/974 Report on the World Social SitUiltion 

Utho In United NatioM, New York 

Idem, para. I 0 

Idem, paras. II and 17, draft 
resolution II 

Idem, paras. 13 and 17, draft 
resolution II 

United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E. 75.JV.6 

76-36606-Nowmber J 97'1 -2,000 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Official Records 

Agenda item 73 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

NEW YORK, 1976 

Agenda item 73:* Policies and programmes relating to youth: reports of the Secretary-General** 

CONTENTS 

Document No. Title Page 

A/31/406 Report of the Third Committee 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

* For the d!sctmwn ot this Item, see Official Records of the Ceneral Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Third Committee, 70th, 71 st and 
73rd to 76th rneetmgs; ibid., Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 102nd meeting. 

**This questiOn was prevwusly discussed by the General Assembly at the thirtieth session (agenda item 72). 

DOCUMENT A/31/406 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "Policies and programmes relating 
to youth: reports of the Secretary-General" was included in 
the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly in accordance with Assembly resolution 
3141 (XXVIII) of 14 December 197 3 and the decision 
taken at its 2441 st plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
:;eneral Committee, decided to include the item in its 
1genda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 70th, 71 st 
md 73rd to 76th meetings, between 6 and 9 December 
IY76. The views expressed hy the representatives of 
•1ember States are contained in the summary records of 
hose meetings. 

4. In connexion with item 73, the Committee had 
1eforc it the following documents: 

(a) A report of the Secretary-General (A/10143) entitled 
Youth, its education and its responsibilities in the world 
f today" submitted in pursuance of General Assembly 
:solution 3141 (XXVIII): 

(f>J A report of the Secretary-General (A/10275) entitled 
Channeb of conrmunic<~tion with youth and international 
outh organizations" prepared in accordance with General 
ssemhly resolution 3022 (XXVII); 

[Original: English] 
{15 December 1976/ 

(c) Letter dated 10 September 1976 from the represen
tative of Poland to the Secretary-General (A/31/212). 

5. At the 70th meeting, the Assistant Secretary-General 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs intro
duced the item. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C3j31 JL.32 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of Romania 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.32), entitled 
"Policies and programmes relating to youth", which was 
sponsored by Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Honduras, Iran, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaragua, 
Peru, the Philippines, Romania, Rwanda and VeneYu'-'la, 
later joined by Barbados, Bhutan, Cyprus, Fiji, Guatemala, 
the Niger, Senegal, Sweden, Togo and the United Republic 
of Cameroon. The representative of Romania revised the 
text by replacing in operative paragraph 4, the word 
"thirty-third" by the word "thirty-fourth" before the word 
"session", and by adding a new operative paragraph 6, to 
read as follows: 

"6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitleu 'Pohcies and 
programmes relating to youth'." 

7. At its 76th meeting, the Committee adopted the draft 
resolution, as revised, without a vote (see para. 15 below, 
draft resolution I). 
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Draft rcsnlutinn A/C3/31/L.35 

8. At the 75th meeting, the representa tlve of India 
introduced draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.35, entitled "Role 
of youth", which was sponsored by India and the Philip
pines subsequently JOined by Afghanistan, Barbados, 
Bhutan, Ethiopia, Fiji, the German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, the lvnry Coast, Jamaica, the Libyan Arab Re
public, Mongolia, Nepal, the Niger, Romania, Senegal, 
Togo and the United Republic of Cameroon. 

9. At the same meeting, the representative of Cyprus 
proposed the insertion of the words "respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms" between the words 
"peace" and "human solidarity" in operative paragraph 2. 
After the sponsors had accepted the proposal, Cyprus 
became a sponsor of the draft resolution. At the 76th 
meeting, the representative of India, on behalf of the 
sponsors of the text, revised it further by inserting the word 
"international" between the words "promote" and "ex
changes" in operative paragraph 5. 

10. At its 76th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as revised, without a vote (see para. 15 
below, draft resolution II). 

Draft resolution A/C3/31 fL. 53 

11. At the 75th meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.53), 
entitled "United Nations Volunteers programme", which 
was sponsored by Austria and the Netherlands, subse
quently joined by Iran. 

12. At its 76th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote (see para. 15 oelow, draft 
resolution III). 

Draft resolution A/C 3/31 /L. 56 

13. At the 75th meeting, the representative of Yugo
slavia introduced a draft resolution (A/C .3/31/L.56 ), en
titled "Channels of communication with youth and youth 
organizations", which was sponsored by Egypt, Lesotho 
and Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Norway, Romania and Zambia. 

14. At its 76th meding, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote (see para. 15 below, draft 
resolution IV). 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

15. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 

DR' FT RESOLUTION I 

Polin',:.\ anJ f'rogrammes relating to youth 

17ze General Assc•mbly, 

Recalling its resoluhons 2037 (XX) of 7 December 1965, 
2447(XXIIl) of 19 December 1968, 2497(X:XlV) 0f 28 
October 1969, 2633 (XXV) of 11 Novemb·~r 1970, 

2770 (XXVI) of 22 November 1971, 3022 (XXVII) and 
3023 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 and 3141 (XXVlll) of 
14 December 1973, 

Noting with satisfaction that, in the eleven years since the 
promulgation of the Declaration on the Promotion among 
Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under
standing between Peoples, 1 substantial progre~s has been 
made in implementing its principles, 

Rcaj(irming the principles inscribed in the Declaration 
and the importance of their universal implementation, 

Emphasizing that efforts to educate youth in those 
principles must be closely related to programmes for their 
active involvement in all aspects of economic and social life, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 
1923 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975 in which the Council approved 
the recommendations concerning the establishment of a 
co-operative arrangement among youth research and infor
mation centres,2 

1. Requests Member States, the United Nations organs 
and the specialized agencies concerned to give greater 
attention to the implementation of the provisions of the 
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals 
of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between 
Peoples, especially when establishing their policy and 
programmes regarding youth; 

2. Addresses a solemn appeal to all States, as well as to 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
having consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council, to take appropriate action to foster among youth 
respect for all peoples, irrespective of nationality, race, sex 
or religion, regard for human values and devotion to the 
ideals of peace, freedom and progress and to the cause of 
human righ~s; 

3. Urges the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to 
promote international awareness of the situation and needs 
of youth and practical action to ensure the full partici
pation of youth in the life of society, through United 
Nations activities in the field of youth and, as appropriate, 
with the co-operation of the specialized agencies concerned; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on 
the measures that have been taken to implement the 
Declaration to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth 
session, through the Commission for Social Development 
and the Economic and Social Council, with recommen
dations on how that process may be strengthened; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a progress 
report on the establishment of a co-operative arrangement 
among youth research and information centres to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, through the 
Comn11Ssion for Social Development and the Economic and 
Soc'ial Counctl: 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item en titled "Policies and pro· 
grammes relating to youth". 

l GcnL'ral A''cmbly rcsolutton 203 7 (XX). 
1 !· j('!';. 'i/'03. p.Ha'. 5-12. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Role ofyouth 

T11e General Assemb(r, 

Recognizing the profound importance of the role of 
youth and the necessity of its participation in shaping the 
future of humanity, 

Convinced of the imperative need to harness the energies, 
enthusiasm and creative abilities of youth in the task of 
nation building, the economic, social and cultural advance
ment of peoples, the preservation of world peace and the 
promotion of international co-operation and understanding, 

Noting that the dynamic and active involvement of youth 
can be a very powerful factor in influencing in a positive 
manner the response from other sections of society for 
accelerating the process of reform and development, 

Conscious of the enormous sacrifice made by youth and 
the sufferings inflicted on it in wars of all kinds, 

Convinced of the necessity to meet the legitimate needs 
and aspirations of youth in this age of great scientific, 
technological and cultural progress and of opportunities for 
education, 

Bearing in mind the valuable contribution that youth can 
make to the evolution of co-operation among States on the 
basis of equality and JUStice and to the ushering in of the 
new international economic order, 

Appreciating the active participation of youth in the 
global movement to promote peace, disarmament and 
national liberation and in the struggle against colonialism, 
racism, racial discrimination, foreign domination and alien 
occupation, 

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on the 
Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual 
Respect and Understanding between Peoples adopted by 
the General Assembly in its resolution 2037 (XX) of 
7 December 1965, 

1. Considers that the development process as well as the 
promotion of international peace and security would 
benefit grratly hy the integration and involvement of youth 
in all related activities; 

2. Considers it neceswry to disseminate among youth, 
through appropriate education, 1deas of peace, respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, human solidarity 
and dedication to the objectives of progress and develop
ment; 

3. Urges all States, to that end, to undertake such 
further steps as may be necessary and appropriate to ensure 
the full and effective participation of youth in the process 
of development and co-operation; 

4. !nl'ites all relevant organizations within the United 
Nations system to give special attention to programmes 
connected with education and participation of youth in 
development; 

5 . lnFitn States to promote international exchauges 
between youth and youth organizations of their respec!Jve 
countries. 

6. Requests the Secrdary-General to collect from the 
Governments uf !\!ember States and rdevant urganiz3tions 

in the United Nations system the latest information 
concerning the present and future role and the participation 
of youth in the development and nation-building process, as 
well as in the field of the promotion of international 
co-operation and understanding, and to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session a preliminary 
report for further consideration of the role of youth in 
promoting the objectives of the United Nations. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

United Nations Volunteers programme 

T11e General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2497 (XXIV) of 28 October 
1969, 2659 (XXV) of 7 December 1970, 2770 (XXVI) of 
22 November 1971, 3022 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 
3125 (XXVIII) of 13 December 1973 and 3140 (XXVIII) 
of 14 December 1973, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1966 (LIX) of 30 July 1975 on youth policies and 
programmes relating to the role of the United Nations 
Volunteers programme, 

Recognizing the important role of youth in the reali
zation of the purposes of the Charter of the United 
Nations, especially those concerning economic and social 
progress and development, 

Conl'inced that the active participation of the younger 
generation should be an integrated component of the 
over-all development process, 

Believing that the United Nations must intensify its 
efforts to implement practical programmes to assist 
younger people to take constructive roles in the develop
ment of their societies, including the means of financing 
such programmes, 

Acknowledging the role in the achievement of national 
and international development goals that has been en
trusted to the United Nations Volunteers programme and 
the potential of that programme for the advancement of 
the role of youth in development, 

1. Considers the United Nations Volunteers programme 
to be a major operational unit of the United Nations for the 
execution of youth prograrr.me~, especially of pilot projects 
to increase the participation of youth in development 
activities and training programmes for youth workers, such 
programmes to be undertaken only after consultation with 
the Governments of the recipient countries concerned; 

2. Decides to expand the terms of reference of the 
Special Vobntary Fund for the United Nations Volunteers 
to include the receipt of additional contributions for the 
purpose of implementing youth programmes requested by 
developing countries; 

3. Appeals to Governments and all other potential 
sources for contributions to the Special Voluntary Fund for 
United Nations Volunteers to help finance such youth 
programmes; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General and the Administrator 
of the United Nations Development Programme: 

(a) To hold joint intersecretariat consultations at least 
once every year to discuss the implementation of pro-
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grammes described above on the basis of principles and 
programme objectives laid down by the relevant policy
making bodies; 

(b) To take whatever administrative action is necessary 
within existing resources to implement the course of action 
described above with effect from 1 January 1977; 

(c) To study the best ways and means to ensure the 
participation, to the fullest extent possible, of youth and 
youth organizations in the planning and implementation of 
youth programmes launched by the United Nations 
Volunteers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session a progress 
report on the implementation of the present resolution 
with recommendations for further action. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Channels of communication with youth 
and youth organizations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2037 (XX) of 7 December 1965, 
2497 (XXIV) of 28 October 1967, 2633 (XXV) of 11 

November 1970, 2770(XXVI) of 22 November 1971, 
3022 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972 and 3140 (XXVIII) of 
14 December 1973, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
channels of communication with youth and international 
youth organizations (A/10275), 

Convinced that the pre-conditions of effective channels of 
communication are the promotion of the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the 
existence of practical opportunities for youth and youth 
organizations to participate in the work of the United 
Nations at the national, regional, interregional and inter
national levels, 

Invites the Economic and Social Council to prepare, 
through the Commission for SoCJal Development at its 
twenty-fifth session, appropriate recommendations con
cerning the best channels of communication between youth 
and youth organizations and the United Nations at the 
national, regional, interregional and international levels, and 
to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/10143 

A/10275 

A/31/212 

A/C. 3/31/1.32 

A/C.3/31/L.35 

A/C.3/31/L.53 

A/C.3/31/L.56 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/406, 
para. 15). For the final text, see resolutions 31/129 to 31/132.3 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 73 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descriptiOn Observations and reference~ 

Youth, its education and its responsibilities in the world of today: report Mimeogtaphed 
of the Secretary-General 

Channels of communication with youth and mternational youth organi- Ditto 
zations: report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 10 September 1976 from the representative of Poland to the Dttto 
Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sronsor' and tht' kxt, 
>ee A/31/406, paras. 6, 9 and 
15, draft resolution I 

Draft resolutiOn Idem, para!.. 8 and 15. draft 
rcsolu tton II 

Draft resolution Idem, paras. 11 and 15, draft 
resolution Ill 

Draft resolution Idem, paras. 13 and 15. draft 
resolution IV 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-0ctober 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/394 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly in accordance with Assembly resolutions 
3452 (XXX) and 3453 (XXX) of9 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 62nd to 
67th meetings, between 29 November and 3 December 
1976. The views expressed by the representatives of 
Member States and representatives of the specialized 
agencies are contained in the summary records of those 
meetings. 

4. In connexion with item 74, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General ( A/31 /234) giving 
information on relevant developments in the United 
l\,lations and the World Health Organization since the 
adoption by the General Assembly of resolutions 
345 2 (XXX) and 3453 (XXX). 

5. At the 62nd meeting, the Director of the Division of 
Human R1ghts introduced the item. At the same meeting, 
the representative of the World Health Organization made a 
statement. 

6. At the 63rd meeting, the representative of Portugal 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.38) on behalf of 
Australia, Austria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ecuador, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Ireland, 
Kenya, Mexico, the Netherlands, Papua New Guinea, 
Portugal, Sweden, the United Republic of Cameroon and 
Venezuela, subsequently joined by Barbados, Belgium, 

[Original: English/ 
[9 December 1976/ 

Canada, Fiji, Italy, New Zealand and the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. (For the text, see 
para. 8 below). 

7. At the 67th meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

8. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons 
from being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, unanimously 
adopted in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 197 5, 

Recalling also its resolution 3453 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975, in which it requested the competent bodies to 
conduct further work on the elaboration of: 

(a) A body of principles for the protection of all persons 
under any form of detention or imprisonment, 

(b) A draft code of conduct for law enforcement 
officials, 

(c) Principles of medical ethics relevant to the protection 
of persons subjected to any form of detention or imprison
ment against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 
1993 (LX) of 12 May 1976 and resolution 10 (XXXII) 

Annexes (XXXI) 74 
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adopted by the Commission on Human Rights on 5 March 
1976,1 

Welcoming the work of the Committee on Crime Preven
tion and Control at its fourth session, in particular with 
respect to a draft code of conduct for law enforcement 
officials as well as the range of application and the 
implementation of the Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners? 

Noting further the decision of the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
at its twenty-ninth session to appoint a Rapporteur to 
prepare the first draft of a body of principles for the 
protection of all persons under any form of detention or 
imprisonment, and resolution 3A (XXIX) of 31 August 
1976 in which the Sub-Commission recommended the 
appointment of a working group to analyse the materials 
received in connexion with its annual review of develop
ments relating to the question of the human rights of 
persons subjected to any form of detention or imprison
ment,3 

Reiterating its belief that further efforts are needed to 
help ensure adequate protection for all against torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment, 

1. Calls upon Governments, as well as intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations concerned with human 
rights, to give maximum publicity to the Declaration on the 
Protection of All Persons from being Subjected to Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment; 

I See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixtieth Session, Supplement No. 3, chap. XX. 

2 First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders: report by the Secretariat (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. 1956.IV.4), annex I.A. 

3 See E/C'N.4/1218, chap. XVII. 

2. Invites the Economic and Social Council to give due 
priority to the examination of the draft code of conduct 
for law enforcement officials proposed by the Committee 
on Crime Prevention___..,_and Control,4 in order that the 
Council at its sixty-secofld'session and the General Assem
bly at its thirty-second_ session take further steps with a 
view to the adoption of this instrument; 

3. Also invites the Economic. and Social Council to 
consider with due priority the recommendation of the 
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control at its fourth 
session contained in new draft rule 95 of the Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisonerss seeking to 
assure the applicability of the Standard Minimum Rules to 
all persons arrested or imprisoned with or without charge 
and conviction, as well as to the draft procedures for the 
effective implementation of the Rules;6 

4. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, through 
the Economic and Social Council, to submit a comprehen· 
sive report on the elaboration of a body of principles for 
the protection of all persons under any form of detention 
or imprisonment to the General Assembly at its thirty-third 
session; 

5. bwites the World Health Organization to prepare a 
draft code on medical ethics relevant to the protection of 
persons subjected to any form of detention or imprison
ment against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, and to bring it to the attention of 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment". 

4 Set: l:/C'N.5/536, annex V. 
5 Sec F/C'N.5/536, para. 95. 
6 St:c E/C'N.5/536, annex VI. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/234 

A/C.3/31/L.38 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft rt-solution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31 /394, para.8 ). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/85.' 

7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 74 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by·thc Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/394, paras. 6 and 8 

Utho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY • :as;~ 

Agenda item 75 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

Official Records NEW YORK. 1976 

Agenda item 75:* United Nations Decade for Women:** Equality, Development and Peace: report of the Secretary-General 

CONTENTS 

Document No. Title Page 

A/31/407 Report of the Third Committee 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

* l·or the dJscus~ion of this item, sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Third Committee, 67th to 77th 
meeting~; ibid .. Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetinlfs, I 02nd meeting. 

**This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at tht• follmling sessions: twenty-seventh and t\\cnty-ninth (under 
agenda item 12) and thirtieth (item~ 75 and 76). 

DOCUMENT A/31 /407 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "United Nations Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development and Peace: report of the 
Secretary-General" was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly. on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 67th to 
77th meetings, between 3 and lO December 1976. The 
views expressed by the representatives of Member States 
and of the specialized agencies are contained in the 
summary records of those meetings. 

4. In connexion with item 75, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) The relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council (A/31/3, chap. VI, sect. D); 

(b) Part II of the addendum to the report of the 
Economic and Social Council (A/31/3/Add.l}; 

(c) A note verbale dated 30 January 1976 from the 
Mission of the German Democratic Republic to the 
Secretary-General ( A/31 /46 ); 

I Original: English/ 
I 15 December 1976/ 

(d) A letter dated 28 April 1976 from the Mission of 
Bulgaria to the Secretary-General (A/31/83); 

(e) A letter dated 27 May 1976 from the representative 
of Iran to the Secretary-General (A/31/ lOS): 

(f) A letter dated 26 August 1976 from the Mission of 
the German Democratic Republic to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/187); 

(g) A letter dated 7 December 1976 from the representa
tives of France, the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America to the Secretary-General (A/31 /435); 

(h) The report of the Secretary-General on the integra
tion of women in the development process (A/31/205 and 
Carr. I); 

(i) The report of the Secretary-General ( A/31/220) on 
measures taken to implement the World Plan of Action for 
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Year and related resolutions of the World Con
ference of the International Women ·s Year and to initiate 
procedures for the review and appraisal of the Plan: 

{j) The report of the Secretary-General on the progress 
achieved towards the establishment of an International 
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women (A/31/310): 

(k) A note by the Secretary-General (A/C'.3/31/L.27) 
concerning the Programme for the Decade for Women 

Annexes (XXXI) 7 5 
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adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women at its 
twenty-sixth session (E/5894). 

5. At the 67th meeting, the Assistant Secretary-General 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and the 
Deputy Director of the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs in charge of the Promotion of 
Eouality of Men and Women Branch made introductory 
statements. The Under-Secretary-General for Administra
tion and Management made a statement at the 69th 
meeting. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution cuntained in document A/C3/31 /L.2H 

6. The Committee considered a draft resolution on the 
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women 
which had been recommended by the Economic and Social 
Council in its resolution 2005 (LX) of 12 May 1976 for 
adoption by the General Assembly, and which was 
reproduced in a note by the Secretary-General 
( A/C.3 I 31 /L.28 ). 

7. At the 76th meeting. the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote (see para. 21 below, draft 
resolution I). 

Draft resolutions A/C3/31/L45 and Rer.l 

8. The Committee had before it a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/31/L.45) entitled "Improvement of the status and 
role of women in education" sponsored by the German 
Democratic Republic, India, Iraq, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Nepal, the Philippines and Poland, subsequently joined by 
Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Mozambique. Nicaragua. the 
Niger, Senegal. the Sudan, Togo and Zaire. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution 1/ contained in paragraph 
21 below, with the exception of operatil•e paragraphs 1. 
2 (b) and 4 which read as follows: 

"1. Appeals to all States which have not yet done so 
to become parties to the UNESCO Convention against 
Discrimination in Education, 1960: 

.. ..., 
"(b) The provisions of the World Plan of Action for the 

Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Year concerning education and training includ
ing the Convention and Recommendation against Dis
crimination in Education, 1960, and the appropriate 
Recommendation concerning Technical and Vocational 
Education of UNESCO: 

"4. Calls upon States which have not yet done so to 
consider undertaking all appropriate measures to intro
duce free and compulsory education at the elementary 
level, and, where possible, free education at all levels, in 
particular without discrimination against women;".] 

9. At the 74th meeting, the representative of Mongolia 
introduced a revised version of the draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
31 /L.45/Rev.l ), which was sponsored by Bhutan and Iran, 
in addition to the sponsors of the initial text, and 
subsequently by the Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Hungary, Iceland. Mauri
tania, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, the United Republic of 
Cameroon and the Upper Volta. 

10. The revised draft resolution read as follows. 

[Same text as draft resolution II contained in paragraph 
21 below, with the exception of operatire paragraphs 1. 
2 (b) and 4. which read as follows: 

"1. Appeals to all States which have not yet done so 
to become parties to the UNESCO Convention against 
Discrimination in Education, 1960; 

"2. . .. 

"(b) The provisions of the World Plan of Action for the 
Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Year concerning education and training, particu
larly in respect to an increase in literacy and equal access 
of women at every level of education as well as the 
provisions of the Convention and Recommendation 
against Discrimination in Education, 1960, and the 
appropriate Recommendation concerning Technical and 
Vocational Education of UNESCO: 

"4. Calls upon States which have not yet done so to 
consider undertaking all appropriate measures to intro
duce free and compulsory education at the elementary 
level, and, where possible, free education at all levels, 
including professional, vocational and technical, should 
be accessible to women without discrimination:".] 

II. At the same meeting, the representative of Belgium 
on behalf of his delegation and that of the United Republic 
of Cameroon introduced an amendment (A/C.3/31/L.49/ 
Rev.l) to the revised draft resolution whereby operative 
paragraph 4 would be revised to read as follows: 

"4. Calls upon States which have not yet done so to 
consider undertaking all appropriate measures: 

"(a) To introduce free and compulsory education at 
the elementary level, and, where possible, free education 
at all levels, including professional, vocational and tech
nical education, which should be accessible to women 
without discrimination; 

"(b) To promote co-education; 

"(c) To ensure that men and women have access on a 
footing of equality to scholarships and other study 
grants." 

12. At the 76th meeting, the representative of Morocco 
orally proposed the addition at the end of subparagraph (c) 
of the amendment submitted by Belgium of the words 
"when these are provided nationally or are made available 
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to States under bilateral or multilateral agreements". The 
representative of Belgium accepted the amendment. 

13. Amendments to the revised draft resolution were 
also submitted by Canada (A/C.3/31 /L.57) whereby: 

(a) At the end of operative paragraph I the following 
would be added: 

"to the Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) 
Convention, 1958, and the Human Resources Develop
ment Convention, 1975, elaborated by the International 
Labour Organisation": 

(b) At the end of operative paragraph 2 (b) the following 
would be added: 

"and the provisions of the Discrimination (Employment 
and Occupation) Convention, 1958, the Human Re
sources Development Convention, 1975, and the ap
propriate recommendations concerning discrimination 
(employment and occupation), employment (women 
with family responsibilities) and human resources de
velopment of the International Labour Organisation". 

14. At the 76th meeting, the Committee voted on draft 
resolution A/C.3/31/L.45/Rev.l, and on the amendments 
thereto as follows: 

(a) The first amendment in document A/C.3/31/L.57 
was adopted by 99 votes to none, with 9 abstentions; 

(b) The second amendment in document A/C .3/31 /L.57 
was adopted by 103 votes to none, with 4 abstentions: 

(c) The amendment to the introductory part and to 
operative paragraph 4 (a). contained in document A/C.3/ 
31/L.49/Rev.l. was adopted without a vote: 

(d) The amendment to operative paragraph 4 (b). con
tained in document A/C.3/3I/L.49/Rev.1, was adopted by 
109 votes to none, with 4 abstentions; 

(e) The amendment to operative paragraph 4(c), con
tained in document A/C.3/31 /L.49 /Rev.l. as orally 
amended, was adopted by 11 0 votes to none; 

(() The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 
without a vote (see para. 21 below, draft resolution II). 

Draft resolution AjCJ /31 /L.50 

15. At the 74th meeting, the representative of Iran 
introduced a draft resolution ( A/C.3/31 /L.50) entitled 
"International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women" on behalf of Argentina, Austria, 
Egypt, Guatemala, India, Iran, the Ivory Coast, Jordan, 
Mexico, Morocco, the Niger, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, 
Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Yugoslavia, Zaire 
and Zambia, subsequently JOined by Ghana, Italy, Nepal, 
the United Republic of Cameroon and the Upper Volta. In 
introducing the draft resolution, the representative of Iran 
revised operative paragraph 2 by adding at the end of the 
paragraph the words "in particular, the necessary close 
collaboration between the Centre and the regional institutes 

which have similar objectives". The representative of 
Mexico further revised the text by inserting the words 
"with appreciation" after the word "Accepts" in operative 
paragraph 3. [For the text, see para. 21 below, draft 
resolution IlL] 

16. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as revised, by consensus. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31 /L.51 

17. At the 76th meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.51) 
entitled "United Nations Decade for Women" on behalf of 
Afghanistan, Barbados, Chad, the Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cyprus, Denmark, the Dominican Republic. Egypt, Fin
land, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Iran. Jamaica, 
Madagascar, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, New Zealand, the 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Papua New Guinea. Peru, the 
Philippines, Romania, Sweden, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, the 
Upper Volta and Zambia, later JOined by Ethiopia, Iceland 
and Uganda. [For the text, see para. 21 below, draft 
resolution IV.] 

!8. The Secretary of the Committee made a statement 
on the financial implications of operative paragraph 7 of 
the draft resolution. At the same meeting, the Committee 
adopted the draft resolution without a vote. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31/L.52 

19. At the 76th meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines introduced a draft resolution ( A/C.3/31 /L. 52) 
entitled "Pledging Conference for the United Nations 
Decade for Women" on behalf of Iran, Nepal, the Nether
lands, Norway and the Philippines. [For the text, see 
para. 21 below, draft resolution V.J 

20. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution without a vote. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

21. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women 

77le General AssemNl'. 

Recalling its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975, in which it proclaimed the period from 1976 to 1985 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace, 

Recalling also that it decided at its thirtieth session that 
the voluntary fund for the International Women's Year, 
established by Economic and Social Council resolution 
!850 (LVI) of 16 May 1974, should be extended to cover 
the period of the Decade,t 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 34, item' 75 and 76. p. I 00. 
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Aware that some countries, particularly the least de
veloped ones, have limited financial resources for carrying 
out their national plans and programmes for the advance
ment of women and for the implementation of the World 
Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of 
the International Women's Year2 adopted by the World 
Conference of the International Women's Year, held at 
Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July 1975, 

Recognizing the necessity for continuing financial and 
technical support for these programmes, 

Ha1•ing considered the report of the Secretary-General on 
the Voluntary Fund for the Decade,3 

1. Adopts the following criteria and arrangements for 
the management of the Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Decade for Women: 

(a) Criteria: 

The resources of the Fund should be utilized to supple
ment activities in the following areas designed to implement 
the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women: 
Equality, Development and Peace, priority being given to 
the related programmes and projects of the least developed, 
land-locked and island countries among developing coun
tries: 

( i) Technical co-operation activities; 

(ii) Development and/or strengthening of regional and 
international programmes; 

(iii) Development and implementation of joint inter
organizational programmes; 

(iv) Research, data collection and analysis, relevant to 
(i), (ii) and (iii) above; 

(v) Communication support and public information 
activities designed to promote the goals of the 
Decade, and, in particular, the activities undertaken 
under (i), (ii) and (iii) above; 

(vi) In the selection of projects and programmes, special 
consideration should be given to those which benefit 
rural women, poor women in urban areas and other 
marginal groups of women, especially the dis
advantaged; 

(b) Arrangements: 

The General Assembly endorses the arrangements for the 
future management of the Fund contained in the annex to 
the present resolution; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to consult the Admin
istrator of the United Nations Development Programme on 
the usc of the Fund for technical co-operation activities; 

2 SL·e Report of the World Conference of the International 
Women's Year (United Nation~ publication, Sales No.I·.76.IV.I), 
chap. II. ~cct. A. 

3 E/5773. 

3. Requests the President of the General Assembly to 
select, with due regard to regional distribution, in the first 
instance for a period of three years, five Member States, 
each of which should appoint a representative to serve on a 
Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund for the 
United Nations Decade for Women to advise the Secretary
General on the application to the use of the Fund of the 
criteria in paragraph I above; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report annually to 
the General Assembly on the management of the Fund. 

ANNEX 

Arrangements for the management of the Voluntary Fund for the 
United Nations Decade for Women 

1. The Secretary-General shall apply the following arrangements 
for the management of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations 
Decade for Women: 

I. Solicitation and acknowledgement of pledges 
and the collection of contributions 

2. The Controller, in consultation with till' Under-Secretary· 
General for Fconomic and Social Affairs and the Assistant Sccre· 
tary-Gcneral for Social Development and Humanitarian Affaus, shall 
determine the responsibility and procedures for solicitin!( voluntary 
contributions to the Fund. 

3. Any prospective donor desirin!! to make a voluntary contribu· 
tion to the Fund shall submit a written proposal to the Secretary· 
General: the request for acceptance ~hould contain all relevant 
information, including the amount of the proposed contribution, 
the currency and the t1ming of payments, and may md1cate the 
purposes and any act10n e.,pected of the United Nations. 

4. The propo,al, 1\ Jth the comments, inter alia, of the Under· 
Secretary-General for Lconomic and Social Affairs and the Assistant 
Sccretary·Gl•neral for Social Development and Humanitarian At~ 
fair~, shall be fof\\ arded to the Controller, who shall determine 
"hether or not any proposed gift or donation might ducctly or 
indirectly involve additional financial liabllity for the Orgamtation. 
Before acceptance of any gift or donation involving such liability, 
the Controller shall request and obtain the approval of the G~neral 
As~embly through the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions. 

5. The Controller shall acknowledge all pledges and shall deter· 
mine the bank account or accounts in which contributions to the 
Fund should be deposited; he shall be responsible for collectmg 
contributiom and folio\\ mg up on payments of contnbutions 
pledged. 

6. The Controller may accept contributions in any national 
currency donated for the purpose of the Fund. 

II. Operations and control 

7. The Controller shall ensure that the operatiOn and control of 
the Fund ~hall be in accordance with the Financial Regulations and 
Rules of the United Natiom: he may delegate responsibility for the 
operation and administration of the Fund to the heads of 
departments or offices designated by the Secretary-General to 
execute activities financed by the Fund; only officials so designated 
may authorize the execution of specific activities to be financed by 
the Fund. 

8. Subject to the criteria for disbufSl~ments from the Fund 
endorsed by the General As,emhly, the Controller may, after 
consultation with the Department of Fconomic and Social Affam, 
allocate resources of the Fund to a specialized agency or another 
United Nations body to execute project!. financed by the Fund; in 
such an event, the administrative procedures of the executing body 
would apply, \Ubject to such provisions for periodic reporting as tLe 
Controller may specify. Before making di~bursements for technical 
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co-operatiOn actiVItic~, the Controller should comult the Adminis
trator of the United Natiom Development Programme. 

9 In respect of activitie~ conducted by the United Nations, 
reque~ts for allotments of funds shall be submitted to the Controller 
by the Department of 1-conomic and Social Affairs, accompanied by 
such supportmg information as the Controller may require After 
review, allotmL·nts to provide for expenditures of the funds received 
shall be issued by the Director of the Budget Division, and certifymg 
officers for the Fund shall be designated by the Controller in 
accordance with established procedures. 

I 0. The Controller shall be responsible for the reporting of all 
financial tramactions concernmg the Fund and shall issue quarterly 
statements of assets, liabilities, and unencumbered Fund balance, 
income and c'<- penditure. 

II. The l'und shall be audi!L'd by both the Internal Audit Service 
and the Board of Auditors, in accordance with the Financial 
Regulatiom and Rules of the United NatiOns. 

III. Reporting 

12. An annual report shO\\ing funds available, pledges and 
payments received and the expenditures made from the Fund shall 
be prepared by the Controller and submitted to the General 
Assembly and, as appropnatc, to the Commission on the Status of 
Women. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

/mprm•cment of the status and role of women in education 

Tlze General Assembly, 

Recalling that the Declaration on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women4 emphasizes the need to 
take all appropriate measures to ensure to women equal 
rights with men in education at all levels, 

Recalling further its resolutions 3520 (XXX), 
3521 (XXX), 3522 (XXX), 3523 (XXX), 3524 (XXX) of 
15 December 1975, 

Recognizing that the full and complete development of a 
country requires the maximum participation of women on 
equal terms with men in all fields, 

Recognizing also the necessity for women to have equal 
rights, opportunities and obligations with men, particularly 
in the fields of education and professional and vocational 
training, to enable their full participation in the process of 
development, 

Recog111zing further the importance of promoting educa
tion of women and its impact on the bringing up of the 
young generation, 

Noting that, despite the world-wide progress in reducing 
illiteracy, the illiteracy rate for women far exceeds that of 
men and, in some cases, continues to rise, 

Recoglll:::ing the importance of exchange of experience in 
the elimination of illiteracy and improvement of the 
educational level of women at the national, regional and 
international levels, 

I. Appeals to all States which have not yet done so to 
become parties to the Convention against Discrimination in 

J. {'.h.,., ..... t A.-.'"'"'"1-..1 •. ·~""),,t-:~ ..... 11t::.'l IVVIT\ 

Education, 1960,5 elaborated by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and to 
the Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Conven
tion, 1958,6 and the Human Resources Development 
Convention, 1975,7 elaborated by the International Labour 
Organisation; 

2. Calls upon States to undertake, whenever necessary, 
in their economic, social and cultural programmes, specific 
short-term and long-term measures aimed at improving the 
status and role of women in education, bearing in mind the 
following: 

(a) The provisions of the Declaration on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women; 

(b) The provisions of the World Plan of Action for the 
Implementation of the Objectives of the International 
Women's Yea~ concerning education and training, particu
larly with respect to an increase in literacy and equal access 
of women at every level of education, as well as the 
provisions of the Convention and Recommendation against 
Discrimination in Education, !960, and the appropriate 
recommendation of the United Nations Educational, Social 
and Cultural Organization concerning technical and voca
tional education and the provisions of the Discrimination 
(Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958, the 
Human Resources Development Convention, 1975, and the 
appropriate recommendations concerning discrimination 
(employment and occupation), employment (women with 
family responsibilities) and human resources development 
of the International Labour Organisation; 

3. Calls upon States, whenever necessary, to undertake 
all possible measures to eliminate illiteracy among women, 
especially during the United Nations Decade for Women; 

4. Calls upon States which have not yet done so to 
consider undertaking all appropriate measures: 

(a) To introduce free and compulsory education at the 
elementary level and, where possible, free education at all 
levels, including professional, vocational and technical 
education, which should be accessible to women without 
discrimination; 

(b) To promote co-education; 

(c) To ensure that men and women have access on a 
footing of equality to scholarships and other study grants 
when these are provided nationally or are made available to 
States under bilateral or multilateral agreements; 

5. Recommends to States to introduce measures to 
expand the exchange of experience on issues concerning the 
improvement of the status and role of women in education, 

5 United Natiom, Ji·eaty Series, vol. 429, p. 93. 

6 International Labour Organisation, Conventions and Recom
mendations, /9/9-/966 (G.:ncva. 1966), Conv,•ntion No. Ill. 

7 International Labour Office, Official Bulletin, vol. LVIII, 1975. 
Sl'Ti''' A, No. I, Convention No. 142. 

!l 3••e Report of the World Conference of the /ntemational 
Women's Year (United Nation' publication, Sale' No. 1'. 76.1V.I ), 
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particularly through courses, seminars and symposiums 
organized at the national, regional and international levels; 

6. Invites Member States, as well as the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the 
International Labour Organisation and other organizations 
of the United Nations system, including regional commis
sions, and interested intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations having consultative status with 
the Economic and Social Council to submit to the 
Secretary-General their observations concerning the im
provement of the status and role of women in education; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with 
the Directors-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the International 
Labour Organisation and taking into account the comments 
and observations received under paragraph 6 above, to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session a 
report on the status and role of women in education; 

8. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary
General at its thirty-third session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women 

Tlze General Assemb(v, 

Recalling its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975, 

Noting the recommendations made by the Economic and 
Social Council in its resolution 1998 (LX) of 12 May 1976, 

Noting also the report of the Secretary-General on the 
progress achieved towards the establishment of the Inter
national Research and Training Institute for the Advance
ment of Women (A/31/310), 

1 . Endorses the decision of the Economic and Social 
Council to create an International Research and Training 
Institute for the Advancement of Women; 

2. t.'ndorses the guidelines set out in Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1998 (LX) regarding the activities 
of the Institute, in particular the necessary close collabora
tion with the regional centres and institutes which have 
similar objectives; 

3. Accepts with appreciation the offer of the Govern
ment of Iran to act as host for the Institute; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to expedite the sub
stantive preparations for thi'.' early establishment of the 
Institute and to this end to seek actively financial resources 
through voluntary contributions as well as technical sup
port for it; 

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the Economic and Social Council at its sixty-second session 
~- .o.l~- --"·~-~ .... ~ .... t.: ........ ....l 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

United Nations Decade for Women 

The General AssemNv. 

Considering that in its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975 it proclaimed the period from 197 6 to 
1985 United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, De
velopment and Peace, to be devoted to effective and 
sustained national, regional and international action to 
implement the World Plan of Action for the Implementa
tion of the Objectives of the International Women's Year8 

and related resolutions9 adopted by the World Conference 
of the International Women's Year, held at Mexico City 
from 19 June to 2 July 1975, 

Aware of the importance of developing and implementing 
without delay a programme of concrete action for the 
Decade, 

Considering jimher its decision to convene in 1980 a 
world conference to review and evaluate progress made and, 
where necessary, readjust existing programmes in the light 
of new data and research available, 

Noting with satisfaction the Programme for the United 
Nations Decade for Women as adopted by the Commission 
on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session and 
transmitted to the General Assembly by the Economic and 
Social Council at its resumed sixty-first session (E/5894), 

I. Approl'es the Programme for the United Nations 
Decade for Women which focuses on the first half of the 
Decade, 197 6 to 1980; 

2. Urges Governments and United Nations bodies to 
take all necessary steps to give effect to the Programme for 
the Decade and to give it priority in view of the real need to 
attain the goals of the Decade; 

3. Calls upon Governments to take measures to ensure 
equal and effective participation of women in political, 
economic, social and cultural life and in policy making at 
local, national, regional and international levels, thereby 
increasing their role in international co-operation and in the 
strengthening of peace; 

4. Recommends that Governments should establish ma
chinery, where appropriate, which could include govern
mental and non·governmental agencies. bureaux and com
missions, in order to ensure the effective implementation 
and evaluation of the World Plan of Action and of the 
Programme for the Decade within the framework of 
national development plans and regional policies; 

5. Recommends .further that Governments, in co-opera
tion with the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies, 
the regional commissions, appropriate regional and inter
national research centres and institutes as well as ap
propriate intergovernmental bodies, should undertake the 
organization of training courses and seminars whereby 
officials responsible for the formulation and implementa
tion of national development plans would study multi
disciplinary techniques and methods which can be utilized 
in effectively integrating women in development; 

0 n.: 1 
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6. Invites, as a matter of priority, Governments and 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system as 
well as all governmental and non-governmental organiza
tions conc~rned and the mass media to undertake massive 
public information programmes with a view to making all 
sectors of the population aware of the need to implement 
fully the Programme for the Decade; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to take fully into 
account the financial and staff needs required to implement 
effectively the World Plan of Action and the Programme for 
the Decade; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, for the 
consideration of the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session, a report on the measures taken to implement the 
present resolution, in particular paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 
above, as well as a progress report on other measures taken 
to implement the World Plan of Action and the Programme 
for the Decade. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Pledging Conference for the United Nations 
Decade for Women 

77ze General Assemb(v, 

Recalling its resolution 35 20 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975, in which it proclaimed the period from 1976 to 1985 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace, 

Recalling further that in its resolution 31/ . . . of ... 
December 197 6I o it endorsed the Programme for the 
United Nations Decade for Women, 

10 Draft resolutiOns IV, I and Ill, respectively, of the present 
report, 'ubsequently adopted by the General Assembly as resolu· 
tiom 31/136, 31/!33 and 31/135 

Noting that it decided at its thirtieth session that the 
voluntary fund for the International Women's Year, es
tablished under Economic and Social Council resolution 
1850 (LVI) of 16 May 1974, should be extended to cover 
the period of the Decade, 

A ware that in its resolution 31/ . . . of. . . December 
197610 it adopted the criteria and arrangements for the 
management of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations 
Decade for Women, 

Conscious that in its resolution 31/ ... of ... De.:ember 
197610 concerning the establishment of the International 
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women, it requested the Secretary-General to seek actively 
financial and technical support for the Institute, 

1. Reaffirms its support for the implementation of the 
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the 
Objectives of the International Women's Year,s adopted by 
the World Conference of the International Women's Year 
held at Mexico City from 19 June to 2 July 197 5, as well as 
the Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women: 

2 Requests the Secretary-General to convene dunng the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly, in 1977, a 
pledging conference for voluntary contributions to be made 
to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for 
Women, for the purpose of financing programmes under the 
World Plan of Action and the Programme for the Decade, 
and to the International Research and Training Institute for 
the Advancement of Women: 

3 Appeals to Governments to extend their full co
operation to help make this pledging conference a success. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/3 and Add.! 

A/31/46 

At its 102nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/407, 
para. 21 ). For the final text, see resolutions 31/133 to 31(137.II 

II Sc·e Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Republic to the Secretary-General 
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Conferenct• of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 

Integration of women in the development proces~: report of the 
Secretary-General 

Measures taken to implement the World Plan of Action and related 
resolutions of the World Conference of the International Women's Year 
and to initiate procedure~ for the rcvic\1 and appraisal of the Plan: report 
of the Secretary-General 

Progress achieved toward~ the establishment of an International Research 
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women: report of tht• 
Secretary-General 
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United 
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Draft resolution 

Revised draft resolution 
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Rev. I 
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resolution III 
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DOCUMENT A/31/291 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "Importance of the universal 
realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and 
of the speedy granting of independence to colonial coun
tries and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance 
of human rights" was included in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in ac
cordance with Assembly resolution 3382 (XXX) of I 0 
November 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 12th to 
19th, 21st, 23rd to 25th, 27th and 28th meetings, between 
8 and 26 October 1976. The views expressed by the 
representatives of Member States on this item are contained 
in the summary records of those meetings. 

4. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

[Original: English] 
[1 November 1976] 

(a) Letters from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General (A/31 /206-S/12196 and A/31 /237); 

{b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/31/152 and 
Add.l-3) submitted in accordance with resolution 
3382 (XXX) containing replies received from Governments 
of Member States, regional intergovernmental organizations 
and non-governmental organizations on action taken pur
suant to that resolution. 

5. At the 12th meeting of the Committee, on 8 October, 
the Director of the Division of Human Rights introduced 
the item. 

Consideration of draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.7 

6. At the 21st meeting, on 19 October, the representa
tive of Nigeria introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.7) 
which was submitted by Algeria, Burundi, Chad, the Congo, 
Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab 
Republic, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, the Sudan, the Syrian 
Arab Republic, Uganda, the United Republic of Cameroon, 
the United Republic of Tanzania, the Upper Volta and 
Zambia, subsequently joined by Benin, the Comoros, 

Annexes (XXXI) 76 
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Democratic Kampuchea, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Madagascar, Mozambique, the Niger, 
Rwanda, Somalia, Togo and Yemen. The draft resolution 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2955 (XXVII) of 12 De
cember 1972, 3070 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973, 
3246 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974 and 3382 (XXX) of 
10 November 1975, 

"Recalling also its resolutions 2465 (XXIII) of 20 
December 1968, 2548 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 
2708 (XXV) of 14 December 1970, 3103 (XXVIII) of 12 
December 1973 and 3314(XXIX) of 14 December 1974 
on the use and recruitment of mercenaries against 
national liberation movements and sovereign States, 

"Reaffirming its faith in resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960 containing the Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

"Reaffirming the importance of the universal realiza
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination, national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and of the speedy 
granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples as imperatives for the enjoyment of human rights, 

"Welcoming the independence of Seychelles, 

"Reiterating the need to respect the independence and 
to maintain the territorial integrity of the Comoros, 

"Indignant at the continued violations of the human 
rights of the peoples still under colonial and foreign 
domination and alien subjugation, the continuation of the 
illegal occupation of Namibia and the persistence of the 
racist minority regimes in Zimbabwe and South Africa, 

"1. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the peoples' struggle 
for independence, territorial integrity, national umty and 
liberation from colonial and foreign domination and alien 
subjugation by all available means, including armed 
struggle; 

"2. Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the peoples of 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, of the Palestinian 
people and of all peoples under foreign and colonial 
domination to self-determination, mdependence and sov
ereignty without external interference; 

"3. Condemns any interference in the internal affairs 
of the Comoros and demands the immediate withdrawal 
of French troops from the Comorian island of Mayotte~ 

"4. Reiterates its declaration that the practice of using 
mercenaries against movements for national liberation 
and independence constitutes a criminal act and that the 
mercenaries themselves are outlaws, and calls upon the 
Governments of all countries to enact legislation declaring 
the recruitment, financing and training of mercenaries in 
their territory and the transit of mercenaries through 
their territory to be punishable offences and prohibiting 
their nationals from serving as mercenaries~ 

"5. Condemns the policies of those members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and of other coun
tries whose political, economic, military or sporting 
relations with the racist regimes of southern Africa and 
elsewhere encourage these regimes to persist in their 
suppression of the aspirations of peoples for self
determination and independence; 

"6. Strongly condemns all Governments which do not 
recognize the right to self-determination and in
dependence of all peoples still under colonial and foreign 
domination and alien subjugation, notably the peoples of 
Africa and the Palestinian people~ 

"7. Strongly condemns the massacres of innocent and 
defenceless people, including women and children, by the 
racist minority regimes of southern Africa in their 
desperate attempt to thwart the legitimate demands of 
the people; 

"8. Demands full respect for the basic human nghts of 
all individuals detained or imprisoned as a result of their 
struggle for self-determination and independence, and 
strict respect for article 5 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights under which no one shall be subjected to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, and 
their immediate release; 

"9. Notes with appreciati01z the material and other 
forms of assistance that peoples under colonial and alien 
regimes continue to receive from Governments, United 
Nations agencies and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations and calls for a maximization 
of this assistance; 

"1 0. Decides to remain seized of this item at its 
thirty-second session on the basis of reports that Govern
ments, United Nations agencies and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations are requested to 
submit concerning the strengthening of assistance to 
colonial Territories and peoples under alien domination 
and foreign subjugation." 

7. The following amendments to draft resolution 
A/C.3/31/L.7 were submitted: 

(a) An amendment by Belgium, Canada, Germany, Fed
eral Republic of, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
the United States of America (A/C.3/31 /L.l 0), which 
proposed the deletion, in operative paragraph 5, of the 
words "members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
and of other". 

(b) Amendments 
proposing: 

by Pakistan (A/C.3/31/L.ll) 

(i) The insertion, in the first preambular paragraph after 
the words "Recalling its resolutions", of resolution 
"2649 (XXV)". 

(ii) The insertion, after the fourth preambular paragraph 
of a new preambular paragraph as follows: 

"Reiterating the obligation of all Member States to 
comply with the principles of the Charter and the 
resolutions of the United Nations, regarding the 
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exercise of the right of self-determination, by peo
ples under colonial and alien rule, recognized as 
being entitled to this right". 

(iii) The insertion, after operative paragraph 1 of a new 
operative paragraph as follows: 

"Calls upon all States to fully and faithfully 
implement the resolutions of the United Nations 
regarding the exercise of the right of self
determination by peoples under colonial and alien 
rule recognized as being entitled to this right". 

(c) An amendment by Romania (A/C.3/31/L.12), pro
posing the insertion after operative paragraph 9 of the 
following paragraph: 

"1 0. Keenly awaits the conclusion of the following 
studies by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities: 

"(a) Historical and current development of the right to 
self-determination on the basis of the Charter of the 
United Nations and other instruments adopted by United 
Nations organs, with particular reference to the promo
tion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms; 

"(b) Implementation of United Nations resolutions 
relating to the right of peoples under colonial and alien 
dominatiOn to self-determination;". 

8. At the 25th meeting, on 21 October, the representa
tive of Algeria, on behalf of the sponsors (see para. 6 
above), introduced a revised text (A/C.3/31/L.7/Rev.1) 
which took into account the amendments submitted by 
Pakistan and Romania. In introducing the text, he indicated 
that the words "French troops" in operative paragraph 5 
had been replaced by the words "the French administra
tion". Botswana, Cuba, Ethiopia, Jordan and the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic subsequently joined as spon
sors of the revised draft, the text of which is the same as 
the draft resolution contained in paragraph 10 below. 

9. At 1ts 27th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee 
voted on draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.7/Rev.1, as orally 
modified, and on the amendment thereto (A/C.3/31/L.10). 
The results of the vote were as follows: 

(a) The amendment contained in document A/C.3/ 
31/L.lO was rejected by a roll-call vote of72 to 21, with 36 
abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In faJJour: Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Fiji, 
France, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Chad, Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 
Demociatic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Equa
torial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, German Demo
cratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Hungary, Iraq. Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Re
public, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Mnrncrn Mn7~Hl1hini1P l\Jpn•_ll l\.f1nor 1\J; .... .a ... ;.. n ........ ~ ... 

Panama, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swazi
land, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Central African Republic, Chile, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Finland, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, 
Surinam, Sweden, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

The representative of China stated that his delegation was 
not participating in the voting. 

(b) Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.7/Rev.1, as orally modi
fied, was adopted by a roll-call vote of 102 to 4, with 24 
abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Demo
cratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic 
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Re
public, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cam
eroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Vene
zuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: France, Israel, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Central 
African Republic, Costa Rica, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zt~aland, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Spain, Sweden, 
Uruguay. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

10. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Importance of the universal realization of the right of 
peoples to selfdetermination and of the speedy granting 
of independence to colonial countries and peoples for the 
,f"f'nA'fi1tn ,...,,..~~•-.'*-n..-. ,.,..,A ..-..l- ......... ~.4~~ ~./:"l----·-·--- --"-1_....__ 
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77ze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2649 (XXV) of 30 November 
1970, 2955 (XXVII) of 12 December 1972, 3070 (XXVIII) 
of 30 November 1973, 3246 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974 
and 3382 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2465 (XXIII) of 20 De
cember 1968, 2548 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 
2708 (XXV) of 14 December 1970,3103 (XXVIII) of 12 
December 1973 and 3314 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 on 
the use and recruitment of mercenaries against national 
liberation movements and sovereign States, 

Reaffirming its fatth 111 General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 containing the Declara
tion on the Grantmg of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, 

Reaffirming the importance of the universal realization of 
the right of peoples to self-determmation, national sov
ereignty and territorial integrity and of the speedy granting 
of independence to colonial countries and peoples as 
imperattves for the enjoyment of human rights, 

Affirming that bantustanization is incompatible with 
genuine independence, umty and national sovereignty and 
would have the effect of perpetuating the power of the 
white minority and the racist system of apartheid in South 
Africa, 

Reaffirming the obligation of all Member States to 
comply with the principles of the Charter and the resolu
tions of the United Nations regarding the exercise of the 
right of self-determination by peoples under colonial and 
alien rule, 

Welcoming the independence of Seychelles, 

Reiterating the need to respect the independence and to 
mamtain the territorial integrity of the Comoros, 

Indignant at the continued violations of the human rights 
of the pt'oples still under colonial and foreign domination 
and alien subjugation, the continuatiOn of the illegal 
occupatton of Namibia and the persistence of the racist 
minority regimes in Zimbabwe and South Africa, 

I. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the peoples' struggle for 
independence, terri to rial mtegrity, national unity and lib
eratton from colonial and foreign domination and alien 
subjugation by all available means, mcluding armed 
struggle; 

2. Calls upon all States to implement fully and faithfully 
the resolutions of the United Nations regarding the exercise 
of the right of self-determination by peoples under colonial 
and alien rule; 

3. Reaffirms the malienable rights of the peoples of 
Namibta and Zimb:~bwe, of the Palestinian people and of all 
peoples under alien and colonial rule to self-determination, 
independence and soveretgnty without external 
interferen~c:; 

4. CondemllS the policy of bantustanization and re
iterates its support f01 the oppressed people of South 
Afri..:a m their just and legitimate stmggle against the racist 

5. Condemns any interference in the internal affairs of 
the Comoros and demands the immediate withdrawal of the 
French Administration from the Comorian island of 
Mayotte; 

6. Reiterates its declaration that the practice of using 
mercenaries against movements for national liberation and 
independence constitutes a criminal act and that the 
mercenaries themselves are criminals, and calls upon the 
Governments of all countries to enact legislation declaring 
the recruitment, financing and training of mercenaries in 
their territory and the transit of mercenaries through their 
territory to be punishable offences and prohibiting their 
nationals from serving as mercenaries; 

7. Condemns the policies of those members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization and of other countries whose 
political, economic, military or sporting relations with the 
racist regimes of southern Africa and elsewhere encourage 
these regimes to persist in their suppression of the 
aspirations of peoples for self-determination and 
independence; 

8. Strong~v condemns all Governments which do not 
recognize the right to self-determination and independence 
of all peoples still under colonial and foreign domination 
and alien subjugation, notably the peoples of Africa, and 
the Palestinian people; 

9. Strongly condemns the massacres of innocent and 
defenceless people, including women and children, by the 
racist minority regimes of southern Africa in their desperate 
attempt to thwart the legitimate demands of the people; 

I 0. Demands full respect for the basic human rights of 
all individuals detained or imprisoned as a result of their 
struggle for self-determination and independence, and strict 
respect for article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights under which no one shall be subJeCted to torture or 
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, and their 
immediate release; 

11. Notes with appreciation the material and other 
forms of assistance that peoples under colonial and alien 
regimes continue to receive from Governments, United 
Nations agencies and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations and calls for a maximization of 
this assistance; 

12. Keenly awaits the conclusion of the following 
studies by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities: 

(a) Historical and current development of the right to 
self-determination on the basis of the Charter of the United 
Nations and other instruments adopted by United Nations 
organs, with particular reference to the promotion and 
protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

(b) Implementation of United Nations resolutions relat
ing to the right of peoples under colonial and alien 
domination to self-determination: 

13. Decides to remain seized of this item at its thirty
second session on the basis of reports that Governments, 
United Nations agencies and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations are requested to submit con
cerning the strengthening of assistance to colonial T er
rilories and peoples under alien domination and foreign 
~11hiw>~tinn. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.19 

Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and United States of America: amendment to the draft resolution submitted 
by the Third Committee in document A/31/291 

[Original: Frenclz / 
[ 19 No Pember 1976/ 

In operative paragraph 7, delete the words "members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and of other". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 30 November 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31 /291, para. 1 O) 
and on the amendment thereto (A/31 /L. I 9). After rejecting the amendment by a 
registered vote of 65 to 28, with 42 abstentions, the Assembly adopted the draft 
resolution by a registered vote of 109 to 4, with 24 abstentions. For the final text, see 
resolution 31/34.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thtrty-first SessiOn, Supplement No. 39. 
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NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 76 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 
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Report of the Secretary-General Mimeographed 
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A/31/152 and Add.1-3 

A/31/206-S/12196 Letter dated 8 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey(<) the 
Secretary-General 

Sec Offtcial Records of tlte Se
curity Council. Thirty-first 
Year. Supplement for July, 
August and September 1976 

A/31/237 

A/C.3/31/L.7 

A/C.3/31/L.7 /Rev.l 

A/C.3/31/L.l0 

A/C.3/31/L.ll 

A/C.3/31/L.12 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 i1 nm the rcpresentatrw of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General. transmittmg the resolutions adopted by the Seventh 
Islamic Conference of Forcrgn Mimsters 

Draft resolution 

ReVIsed draft resolution 

Amendment to dncument A/C 3131/ L 7 

Amendments to document A/C.3/3l/L.7 

Amendment to document A/C.3/3i/L.7 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

Munepgraphed 

For the 'ponsurs and the text, 
'ee A/31 /291. para 6 

Idem. pJl J. il 

Idem, para. 7 (a) 

id<'m. para 7 (b) 

Idem, para. 7 (c) 
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DOCUMENT A/31/408 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Elimination of all forms of 
religious intolerance" was included in the provisiond 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with Assembly resolution 3267 (XXIX) of 10 
December 1974 and the decision taken at its 2441st 
plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 76th 
meeting, on 9 December 1976. The views expressed by the 
representatives of Member States are contained in the 
summary record of that meeting. 

4. In connexion with item 77, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/31 /158). 

5. The Committee had before it a draft resolution 
entitled "Elimination of all forms of intolerance and of 
discrimination based on religion or belief' ( A/C.3 /31 /L.4 7) 
sponsored by Argentina, Austria, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, France, Ireland, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, the Philippines, Senegal, Sweden and Vene· 
zuela, subsequently joined by Denmark, Guatemala and 
Nepal and, after its amendment (see para. 7 (a) below) was 
accepted, also by Australia. 

I Original: English] 
I 14 December 1976] 

6. At the 76th meeting, the representative of France 
introduced the draft resolution, which read as follows: 

[Same text as the draft resolution in paragraph 9 below, 
with the exception of the first preambu/ar paragraph and 
operative paragraph 1, which read as follows: 

"Recalling its resolution 3069 (XXVIII), as well as its 
resolution 3267 (XXIX), requesting the Commission on 
Human Rights to submit, through the Economic and 
Social Council, to the Assembly at its thirtieth session a 
single draft Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief," 

"1. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
complete its work on the elaboration of a draft Declara· 
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, by the end of 
the Commission's thirty-third session and to submit such 
draft, through the Economic and Social Council, to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session;".) 

7. At the same meeting, the representatives of Australia 
and Bulgaria submitted the following oral amendments to 
the draft resolution: 

(a) The representative of Australia proposed that the 
beginning of the first preambular paragraph should read: 
"Recalling its resolutions 1781 (XVII) and" before 
"3069 (XXVIII)"; 
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(b) The representative of Bulgaria proposed the following 
am<?ndrnents to operative paragraph 1: 

(i) ' :placement of the word "complete" by the words 
··speed up"; 

1 ii) Insertion of the word "single" before the words 
"draft Declaration"; 

(iii) Deletion of the words "by the end of the Com
mission's thirty-third session"; 

( iv) Replacement of the words "such draft" by the 
words "a progress report". 

8. After the sponsors of the draft resolution had 
accepted the amendments, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution, as orally revised, without a vote (see 
para. 9 below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

9. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

t7imination of all forms of intolerance and of 
discrimination based on religion or belief 

77ze General Assembly, 

Uccalling its resolutions 1781 (XVII) of 7 December 
lY62 and 3069 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973, as well as 
its resolution 3267 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, in which 
it requested the Commission on Human Rights to submit, 
through the Economic and Social Council, to the General 
Assembly at its thirtieth session a single draft Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 

Recalling also its decision of 15 December 1975' to 
consider with appropriate priority, at its thirty-first session, 
the question of elimination of all forms of religious 
intolerance, 

Noting the actions of the Working Group established by 
the Commission on Human Rights at its thirtieth, thirty
first and thirty-second sessions with a view to elaborating a 
draft Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief, 

Noting also Commission on Human Rights decision 
7 (XXXII) of 5 March 1976,2 by which the Commission 
established an open-ended working group which would 
meet three times a week during its thirty-third session, 
beginning in the first week of the session, and requested the 
Secretary-General to provide the necessary facilities for the 
work of the group, 

1. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to speed 
up its work on the elaboration of a single draft Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief and to submit a 
progress report, through the Economic and Social Council, 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Elimination of all 
forms of religious intolerance". 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 34, pp. 99-100, item 79. 

2 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixtieth Session, Supplement No. 3, chap. XX, sect. B. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

'\/.31/158 

A/C.3/31/L.47 

At its 1 02nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31 /408, para. 9). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/138.3 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 77 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Draft rcsolu tion 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
sec A/31/408, paras. 5, 6 
and 9 

Litho in United Natlo .. , New York 76·36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/342 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item entitled 
"Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees: report of the High Commissioner" in its agenda 
and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

2. The Committee considered this item at its 49th to 
53rd meetings, from 15 to 17 November 1976. The views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States on this 
item are contained in the summary records of those 
meetings. 

3. In connexion with agenda item 78, the Committee 
had before it: 

(a) The report of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (A/31/12), which was transmitted to the 
General Assembly by the Economic and Social Council 
under its resolution 2011 (LXI) of 2 August 1976, and two 
addenda to the report (A/31/12/Add.I and A/31/12/ 
Add.2) concerning, respectively, the work of the twenty
seventh session of the Executive Committee of the High 
Commissioner's Programme, and on the question of the 
establishment, in accordance with the Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness, of a body to which persons 
claiming the benefit of the Convention may apply. The 

{Original: English/ 
{24 November 1976/ 

High Commissioner supplemented his report by an oral 
statement at the 49th meeting of the Committee; 

(b) The relevant part of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council (A/31/3, chap. III, sect. L); 

(c) A letter dated 10 November 1976 from the represen
tative of Morocco to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/31/9). 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C3f3JfL.30 

4. At the 50th meeting, on 15 November, the represen
tative of Finland introduced a draft resolution entitled 
"Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees" (A/C.3/31/L.30), which was sponsored by Aus
tralia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Domini
can Republic, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, 
Italy, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Morocco, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, the Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Peru, the Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, the 
United States of America, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zambia, 
subsequently joined by Guinea-Bissau, Malaysia, Mozam
bique, the Philippines and Zaire. f For the text, see para. 8 
below, draft resolution I./ 
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5. At the 53rd meeting, on 17 Novembe:, the Com
mittee adopted the draft resolution by consensus. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31 /L.31 

6. At the 50th meeting, the representative of Austria 
introduced a draft resolution entitled "Question of the 
establishment, in accordance with the Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness, of a body to which persons 
claiming the benefit of the Convention may apply" 
(A/C.3/31/L.31), which was sponsored by Australia, Aus
tria, Ireland, Norway, Sweden, and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland. [For the text, see 
para. 8 below, draft resolution 1!.} 

7. At the 53rd meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by 100 votes to 9, with 14 abstentions. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

8. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (A/31/12 and Add.l and 2), 
transmitted by the Economic and Social Council under its 
resolution 2011 (LXI) of 2 August 1976, and having heard 
his statement,t 

Recalling its resolutions 3454 (XXX) and 3455 (XXX) of 
9 December 1975 relating to the activities of the High 
Commissioner for the benefit of refugees and displaced 
persons, 

Recognizing the importance of the essential humanitarian 
tasks which the High Commissioner is called upon to 
perform and for which his Office has acquired particular 
expertise and experience, 

Bearing in mind the increasingly useful co-operation 
between the High Commissioner and other members of the 
United Nations system, resulting in better co-ordination of 
action and greater efficiency, 

Recognizing the need for further strengthening the 
international protection of refugees, 

1. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolution 
201 1 (LXI) on the report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees; 

1 See A/C.3/31/SR.49, paras. 1-12. 

2. Commends the High Commissioner and his staff for 
the efficient manner in which they continue to discharge 
their manifold activities on behalf of refugees and displaced 
persons; 

3. Requests the High Commissioner to intensify his 
efforts, in co-operation with Governments, United Nations 
bodies and voluntary agencies, to promote permanent and 
speedy solutions to the problems facing his Office through 
voluntary repatriation and assistance in rehabilitation of 
returnees, integration in countries of asylum or resettle
ment in other countries as needed; 

4. Further requests the High Commissioner to continue 
his humanitarian assistance on behalf of refugees and 
displaced persons in Africa and urges the fullest co
operation of all concerned for this purpose; 

5. Urges Governments to strengthen further their sup
port for the humanitarian activities which the High Com
missioner is carrying out in accordance with pertinent 
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and 
Social Council by: 

(a) Facilitating his efforts in the field of international 
protection by means of accession to international instru
ments relating to refugees and respect for the rights of 
refugees; 

(b) Co-operating in the promotion of permanent and 
speedy solutions to the problems faced by his Office; 

(c) Providing the necessary financial means to attain the 
objectives of his humanitarian assistance programmes. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Question of the establishment, in accordance with the 
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, of a body 
to which persons claiming the benefit of the Convention 
may app(v 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3274 (XXIX) of 10 Decem
ber 1974, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (A/31/12/Add.2) on the ques
tion of the establishment, in accordance with the Conven
tion on the Reduction of Statelessness of 1961 ,2 of a body 
to which persons claiming the benefit of the Convention 
may apply, 

Noting that the High Commissioner is carrying out the 
functions required under the Convention without any 
financial implications for the United Nations, 

Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees to continue to perform these functions. 

2 A/CONF.9/15. 
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Atits83rdplenarymeeting,on 30 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted the 
two draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/342), 
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DOCUMENT A/31/343 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item entitled 
"National experience in achieving far-reaching social and 
economic changes for the purpose of social progress: report 
of the Secretary-General" in its agenda and to allocate it to 
the Third Committee. 

2. The Committee considered this item at its 36th to 
38th, 40th to 44th, 51st and 53rd meetings, between 1 and 
17 November 1976. The views expressed by the representa
tives of Member States on this item are contained in the 
summary records of those meetings. 

3. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it a report of the Secretary-General (A/10166) 
prepared pursuant to General Assembly resolution 
3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, and a note by the 
Secretary-General (A/31/ 199). 

4. The Deputy to the Under-Secretary-General for Eco
nomic and Social Affairs introduced the item at the 36th 
meeting, on 1 November. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.J7 

5. At the 40th meeting, on 5 November, the representa
tive of India introduced a draft resolution entitled "Na-

[ Otiginal: English] 
[24November 1976] 

tional experience in promoting the co-operative movement" 
(A/C.3/31/L.l7) on behalf of the German Democratic 
Republic and India, later joined by Bulgaria, Ecuador and 
Mongolia. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling General Assembly resolutions 2459 (XXIII) 
and 3273 (XXIX) and Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1668 (LII), 

"Recalling the necessity expressed in Article 55 of the 
Charter of the United Nations to promote higher stand
ards of living, full employment and conditions of eco
nomic and social progress and development for the 
purpose of favourably influencing the welfare of the 
peoples as well as the peaceful and friendly relations 
among nations, 

"Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of 
Action for the Establishment of a New International 
Economic Order and the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, 

"Recognizing that the role of the co-operative move
ment in the promotion of social and economic progress is 
an integral part of the structural and institutional reforms 
which, inter alia, aim at equitable distribution of income, 
popular participation in the development process, and 
equality of opportunity, to contribute to and benefit 
from the fruits of development, 
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"Underlining the appeal to the States contained in the purpose of social progress' and to consider under this 
article 6 of the Declaration on Social Progress and item the report of the Secretary-General on national 
Development to create forms of ownership of land and of experience in promoting the co-operative movement." 
the means of production which preclude any kind of 
exploitation of man, ensure equal rights to property for 
all and create conditions leading to genuine equality 
among people, 

"Reaffirming the demand contained in the Programme 
of Action of the World Employment Conference that 
greater importance should be given to the development of 
co-operatives within the framework of national measures, 

"Taking note of the tremendous strides made by the 
co-operative movement, both in developed and develop
ing countries, and the contribution made by it in 
promoting collective self-reliance and mutually beneficial 
interdependence, 

"Recognizing the social and economic benefits accruing 
from producers', consumers', credit, multipurpose and 
other kinds of co-operatives to all sections of society and, 
more particularly, to the middle and low-income groups, 

"Stressing the need to assist the rapid development of 
the multipurpose co-operative movement particularly in 
the agricultural and allied rural sectors of economic and 
social life in the developing countries, 

"Drawing attention to the lasting benefits enjoyed by 
large sections of society in urban and rural areas in all 
parts of the world owing to the noteworthy expansion in 
co-operative housing projects in the last three decades, 
and the considerable potential for further activity in this 
field, 

'"Bearing in mind the positive experience which many 
countries have gained in the past in implementing agrarian 
reforms, in promoting the co-operative movement and, 
above all, in the establishment of the new international 
economic order and in realizing the objectives of the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, 

"1. Recognizes the necessity to pay due attention to 
the international exchange of experience in the growth 
and further development and diversification of the 
co-operative movement; 

"2. Requests Governments and relevant specialized 
organizations to report to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations on their experience in promoting the 
co-operative movement and in building the necessary 
socio-economic infrastructure for it; 

"3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, in co-operation with Member States to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session, through 
the Economic and Social Council, a report on their 
national experience in promoting the co-operative move
ment and on the results so far achieved by international 
co-operation in this field; 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session an item entitled 'National experience 
in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for 

6. At the 43rd meeting, on 9 November, the representa
tive of India introduced a revised text of the draft 
resolution (A/C.3/31/L.l7/Rev.1) on behalf of Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, the German Democratic Re
public, India and Mongolia, later joined by Austria, 
Finland, Madagascar and Poland. [For the text, see para. 10 
below, draft resolution J.f 

7. At the 44th meeting, on 10 November, the Com
mittee adopted the revised draft resolution without a vote. 

Draft resolution A/C3/31/L.24 

8. At the 51st meeting, on 16 November, the representa
tive of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic introduced a 
draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.24) entitled "National ex
perience in achieving far-reaching social and economic 
changes for the purpose of social progress" on behalf of 
Bulgaria, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Equa
torial Guinea, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, 
India, Mongolia, Mozambique, Poland, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, later 
joined by the Lao People's Democratic Republic, Nepal and 
the Philippines. [For the text, see para. 10 below, draft 
resolution II.] 

9. At the 53rd meeting, on 17 November, the Com
mittee adopted the draft resolution by 100 votes to none, 
with 8 abstentions. 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

10. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

National experience in promoting the 
co-operative movement 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2459 (XXIII) of 20 December 
1968 and 3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974 and Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1668 (LII) of 1 June 
1972, 

Recalling the objective expressed in Article 55 of the 
Charter of the United Nations to promote higher standards 
of living, full employment and conditions of economic and 
social progress and development for the purpose of favour
ably influencing the welfare of the peoples as well as the 
peaceful and friendly relations among nations, 

Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action 
for the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Ordert and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States,2 

1 General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (8-VI). 
2 General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX). 
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Recognizing that the expansion of the co-operative 
movement in the promotion of social and economic 
progress is closely linked to the structural and institutional 
reforms which, inter alia, aim at equitable distribution of 
income, popular participation in the development process 
and equality of opportunity to contribute to and benefit 
from the fruits of development, 

Underlining the appeal to the States contained in article 6 
of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development3 
that social progress and development require the participa
tion of all members of society in productive and socially 
useful labour and the establishment, in conformity with 
human rights and fundamental freedoms and with the 
principles of justice and and the social function of 
property, of forms of ownership of land and of the means 
of production which preclude any kind of exploitation of 
man, ensure equal rights to property for all and create 
conditions leading to genuine equality among people, 

Welcoming the recommendation contained in the Pro
gramme of Action of the Tripartite World Conference on 
Employment, Income Distribution, Social Progress and the 
International Division of Labour, held at Geneva from 4 to 
17 June 1976,4 that greater importance should be given to 
the development of co-operatives within the framework of 
national measures, 

Taking note of the progress made by the co-operative 
movement, both in developed and developing countries, 
and the contribution made by it in promoting collective 
self-reliance and mutually beneficial interdependence, 

Recognizing the social and economic benefits accruing 
from producers', consumers', credit, multipurpose and 
other kinds of co-operatives to all sections of society and, 
more particularly, to the middle-income and low-income 
groups, 

Stressing the need to assist the rapid development of the 
multipurpose co-operative movement, particularly in the 
agricultural and allied rural sectors of economic and social 
life in the developing countries, 

Drawing attention to the lasting benefits enjoyed by large 
sections of society in urban and rural areas in many parts of 
the world owing to the noteworthy expansion in co
operative housing projects in the last three decades, and the 
considerable potential for further activity in this field, 

Bearing in mind the positive experience which many 
countries have already gained in implementing agrarian 
reforms and in promoting the co-operative movement 
which would be conducive to the establishment of the new 
international economic order and to the realization of the 
objectives of the Second United Nations Development 
Decade,5 

1. Recognizes the necessity to pay due attention to the 
international exchange of experience in the growth and 
further development and diversification of the co-operative 
movement; 

3 General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV). 
4 See E/5857. 
5 See E/5597. 

2. Invites Governments and relevant specialized agencies 
to report to the Secretary-General on their experience in 
promoting the co-operative movement and in building the 
necessary socio-economic infrastructure for it; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with 
Member States, to submit to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third session, through the Economic and Social 
Council, a report on their national experience in promoting 
the co-operative movement and on the results so far 
achieved by international co-operation in this field; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled "National experience 
in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for 
the purpose of social progress" and to consider under this 
item the report of the Secretary-General on national 
experience in promoting the co-operative movement. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

National experience in achieving far-reaching social and 
economic changes for the purpose of social progress 

17le General Assembly, 

Guided by the desire to promote a better quality of life, 
full employment and other conditions for social and 
economic development, 

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development,3 

Mindful of the provlSlons of the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Ordert as well as the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States,z 

Bearing in mind resolutions 1581 A (L) of 21 May 1971, 
1667 (LII) of 1 June 1972 and 1746 (LIV) of 16 May 
1973, in which the Economic and Social Council empha
sized the importance of fundamental structural socio
economic changes for the strengthening of national in
dependence and achievement of the ultimate goals of social 
progress and considered it appropriate to study the ex
perience of various countries in this field, 

Recalling that in resolution 3273 (XXIX) of 10 December 
1974, the General Assembly reaffirmed the right of every 
State to carry out fundamental social and economic 
changes for the purpose of social progress and the necessity 
to continue the studies of national experience in this field, 

Desirous of securing a speedy and complete removal of 
obstacles to economic and social progress of peoples, 
especially colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, apart
heid, aggression, foreign occupation or domination and all 
forms of inequality and exploitation of peoples, 

Cmll'inced that peaceful coexistence and friendly rela
tions among States would contribute to economic and 
social development, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/10166) prepared on the basis of information received 
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from Governments on national experience in achieving 
far-reaching social and economic changes, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of all nations to pursue 
freely their economic and social development and to 
exercise full sovereignty over all their riches and natural 
resources; 

2. Considers that the elimination of all forms of subjuga
tion and dependence such as aggression, foreign occupation, 
colonialism, apartheid, racism and all forms of racial 
discrimination constitute a prerequisite for social and 
economic advancement; 

3. Emphasizes that the carrying out of internal basic 
socio-economic changes designed to safeguard national 
independence and to ensure speedy improvement of the 
well-being of the population are of great importance for the 
achievement of social and economic progress; 

4. Re-emphasizes the advisability of holding, within the 
programme of advisory services, regular interregional and 
regional seminars to study the national experience of 

developing and developed countries in carrying out far
reaching social and economic changes for the purpose of 
social progress; 

5. Colis upon the Commission for Social Development, 
the Economic and Social Council, as well as the regional 
commissions to pay special attention, on a regular basis, to 
studies and analyses of national experience in carrying out 
far-reaching socio-economic changes for the purpose of 
social progress; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session, through the 
Commission for Social Development and the Economic and 
Social Council, a comprehensive report prepared on the 
basis of information received from Governments on na
tional experience in carrying out far-reaching changes for 
the purpose of social progress; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled "National experience 
in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for 
the purpose of social progress". 

ACTION TAKEN BY TilE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/10166 

A/31/199 

A/C.3/31/L.17 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 30 November 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/343, 
para. 1 0). Draft resolution I was adopted without a vote. Before draft resolution II was 
put to the vote, the Rapporteur, on behalf of the sponsors, amended operative 
paragraph 6 of the draft by replacing the word "and" by "and/or" before "the Economic 
and Social Council"; draft resolution II, as modified, was adopted by a vote of 125 to 
none, with 9 abstentions. For the final text, see resolutions 31/37 and 31/38.6 

6 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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not reproduced in the present fascicle. 
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Report of the Secretary..<Jeneral prepared in accordance with General Mimeographed 
Assembly resolution 3273 (XXIX) 

Note by the Secretary .<Jenera! Ditto 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/343, para. 5 

A/C.3/31/L.17/Rev.l Revised draft resolution Idem, paras. 6 and 10, draft 
resolution I 

A/C.3/31/L.24 Draft resolution Idem, paras. 8 and 10, draft 
resolution II 

Litho in Unitecl Nations, New York 76-36606-Apri11977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/432 

Report of the Third Committee 

I. This item was included in the provisional agenda of 
the thirty-first session in accordance with the decision 
taken by the General Assembly at its 2441st plenary 
meeting, on IS December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 77th 
meeting, on I 0 December 1976. The views expressed by the 
representatives of Member States are contained in the 
summary record of that meeting. 

4. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/31/215) 
containing background information on the item. 

I Original: f."nglishf 
I 15 December 1976/ 

5. The Committee had before it a draft decision sub
mitted by the Netherlands (A/C.3/31/L.48), whose repre
sentative introduced it at the 77th meeting (see para. 7 
below). 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft decision without a vote. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

7. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft decision: 

The General Assembly, having been unable, for lack of 
time, to consider agenda item 80, decides to include in the 
provisional agenda of its thirty-second session the item 
entitled "Freedom of information" and to consider It w1th 
appropriate priority. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No, 

A/31/215 

A/C.3/31/L.48 

At its l02nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation made by the Third Committee in paragraph 7 of its report 
(A/31 /432) (see decision 31 /41St). 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 80 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Netherlands: draft decision 

Observations and re(erell<C.\' 

Mimeographed 

For the kxt, see A/31/43:'.. 
para. 7 

* For the discussion of this item, sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Third Committee, 77th m~''tin!!: 
ibid., Third Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Pieflllry Meetings, 102nd meeting. 

** Since 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth (agenda item 5 J J, 
twenty-seventh (item 57), twenty-eighth (item 64), twenty-ninth (item 57) and thirtieth (item 83). 

Utho in United Nations, New York 

76-36606-November 1977-2,000 1 
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DOCUMENT A/31/391 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Status of the International Cove
nant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights" was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with Assembly resolution 3270 (XXIX) of 10 
December 1974 and the decision taken by the Assembly at 
its 2441 st plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in the 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered the item at its 65th and 
66th meetings, on 1 and 2 December 1976. The views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States on this 
item are contained in the summary records of those 
m~etings. 

4. The Committee had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) A report of the Secretary-General (A/31/202); 

(b) Chapter III, section G, of the report of the Economic 
and Social Council (A/31/3), entitled "Procedures for the 
implementation of the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights"; 

1 

f Original: English} 
[7 December 1976/ 

(c) A letter dated 8 September 1976 from the representa
tive of Turkey to the Secretary-General (A/31/207-
S/12197). 

5. At the 65th meeting, the Director of the Division of 
Human Rights introduced the item. 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of Bulgaria 
introduced draft resolution A/C.3/31 /L.40, which read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

{Text of the preamble and operative paragraph 1 same as 
co"esponding paragraphs of the draft resolution contained 
in paragraph 10 below.} 

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure all ap
propriate facilities and assistance that may be necessary 
for the effective discharge by the Human Rights Com
mittee of its functions under the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights; 

"3. Requests also the Secretary-General to submit to 
the Assembly at its thirty-second session a report on the 
status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 

"4. Invites once again all States to become parties to 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
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Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights." 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of Denmark, 
on behalf of Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Norway and Sweden, introduced the following amendments 
(A/C.3/31/L.41) to the draft resolution: 

"(a) Amend operative paragraph 2 to read as follows: 

" 'Recognizes that such resources as may be necessary 
should be allocated to enable the Secretary-General to 
provide the appropriate staff and facilities for the 
effective performance of the functions of the Human 
Rights Committee under the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
thereto;' 

"(b) After operative paragraph 2 insert the following 
new paragraphs and renumber the subsequent paragraphs 
accordingly: 

" 'Recognizes that appropriate arrangements should be 
made to enable the Human Rights Committee to hold 
sessions at such intervals and of such duration as may be 
necessary for it to carry out in an efficient manner the 
functions entrusted to it under the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protocol thereto;' 

" 'Endorses the appeal in Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1988 (LX) that States should include in their 
delegations to the sessions of the Council at which reports 
of States parties under the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights are examined, 
experts competent in the subject-matter of the relevant 
reports;' 

"(c) At the end of the existing paragraph 4 add 'and 
the Optional Protocol thereto'." 

8. The representative of Bulgaria accepted the second 
amendment contained in document A/C.3/31/L.41 and 
revised the draft resolution accordingly. 

9. At its 66th meeting, the Committee voted on the two 
other amendments contained in document A/C.3/31/L.41 
and on draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.40, as revised, as 
follows: 

(a) The first amendment was adopted by 56 votes to 
none, with 39 abstentions; 

(b) The third amendment was adopted by 56 votes to 5, 
with 37 abstentions; 

(c) Draft resolution A/C.3/31 /LAO, as revised and 
amended, was adopted by 97 votes to none, with 1 absten
tion (see para. 10 below). 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

10. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and OAltural Rights, the International Covenant on Ovil 
and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Ovil and Political Rights 

The General Assembly, 

Having noted the report of the Secretary-General (A/31 I 
202) on the status of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, 

Recalling its resolutions 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 
1966 and 3270 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974, and in 
particular its belief that the entry into force of the 
International Covenants on Human Rights will undoubtedly 
enhance the ability of the United Nations to promote and 
encourage respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all, and thus contribute greatly to the 
co-operation of States in the attainment of the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of the 
Economic and Social Council in the implementation of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, 

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights 
Committee in the implementation of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

Convinced that the International Covenants on Human 
Rights constitute the first all-embracing and legally binding 
international treaty in the field of human rights, 

Expressing its appreciation to those States that have 
become parties to the above instruments, 

1. Welcomes with deep satisfaction the entry into force 
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Owenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as a major 
step in the international efforts to promote universal 
respect for and observance of human rights and funda
mental freedoms; 

2. Recognizes that such resources as may be necessary 
should be allocated to enable the Secretary-General to 
provide the appropriate staff and facilities for the effective 
performance of the functions of the Human Rights Com· 
mittee under the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto; 

3. Recognizes that appropriate arrangements should be 
made to enable the Human Rights Committee to hold 
sessions at such intervals and of such duration as may be 
necessary for it to carry out in an efficient manner the 
functions entrusted to it under the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
thereto; 

4. Endorses the appeal to States made by the Economic 
and Social Council in its resolution 1988 (LX) of 11 May 
1976 that they include in their delegations to the sess1ons 
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of the Council at which reports of States parties to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights are examined experts competent in the subject
matter of the relevant reports; 

Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session a report on 
the status of the International Covenant on Economic, 

6. Invites once again all States to become parties to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto. 

Document No. 

A/31/3 

A/31/202 

A/31/207-S/12197 

A/C. 3/31 /L.40 

A/C.3/31/L.41 

ACTION TAKEN BY mE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly, by a vote 
of 129 to none, adopted the draft n:solution submitted by the Third Committee in its 
report (A/31/391, para. I 0). For the final t;:xt, see resolution 31/86.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 81 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 8 September 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Amendments to document A/C.3/31/L.40 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session. 
Supplement No. 3 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the Se
curity Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for July, 
August and September 1976 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/391, paras. 6 and 10 

Idem, para. 7 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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Agenda item 82:* United Nations conference for an international convention on adoption law** 

DOCUMENT A/31/433 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "United Nations conference for an 
international convention on adoption law" was included in 
the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 3028 (XXVII) of I 8 
December 1972 and the decision taken at its 2441 st 
plenary meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 77th 
meeting, on 10 December 1976. The views ex pressed by the 
representatives of Member States arc contained in the 
summary record of that meeting. 

4. In connexion with item 82, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General containing 
background information on the question (A/ 10144 ). 

/Original: English/ 
/15 December 1976/ 

5. The Committee had before it a draft decision sub
mitted by Liberia (A/C.3/31/L.54) whose representative 
introduced it at the 77th meeting./ For the text, see para. 7 
below.f 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft decision without a vote. 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

7. The Th1rd Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft decision. 

The General Assembly, having been unable, for lack of 
time, to consider agenda item 82, decides to include in 
the provisional agenda of its thirty-second session the 
item entitled "United Nations conference for an inter
national convention on adoption law" and to consider it 
with appropriate priority. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Docunzent No. 

A/10144 

A/C.3/31/L.54 

At its I 02nd plenary meeting, on 16 December I 976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation made by the Third Committee in paragraph 7 of its report 
(A/3 1/433) (see decision 31/4I 6' ). 

I See Official Records uf the General Assembly, Thirty-first Sess1on, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 82 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descrtptiun 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

!·or the text, ~ec A/31/433, 
para. 7 

* hn the d1~cu~s1on of this item, sec Official Records oj the General Assembly, Thirtvfirst Sesswn, Third Committee, 77th meeting, 
zhid., Thzrd Committee, Sesswnal Fasczcle, comgendum. and ibid., Plenary Meetmgs, 102nd meetmg. 

**Tills questiOn \Ia' previously discussed by the General Assembly at the twenty-seventh ~csswn (agenda Item 62), at the twcnty-nmth 
'csswn (Item 61) and at the thirtieth ses~ion (Item 85). 

Litho in United Nations, New York 
76-36606-0.-tnhPr 1 0'7'7-? nnn 
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Document No. 1Ytle Page 

A/31/294 Report of the Third Committee 
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*For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Third Committee, 20th to 25th and 
27th meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 83rd meeting. 

**This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at the twenty-eighth session (under agenda item 63). 

DOCUMENT A/31/294 

Report of the Third Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item entitled "Preservation and further develop
ment of cultural values" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-ftrst session of the General Assembly in 
accordance with Assembly resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 
December 1973. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered item 83 at its 20th to 
25th and 27th meetings, between 18 and 25 October 1976. 
The summary records of those meetin~ contain the views 
expressed by the representatives of Member States on the 
item. 

4. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/31/111) 
transmitting the report of the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientiftc and Cultural Organi
zation (UNESCO), prepared in pursuance of General 
Assembly resolution 3148 (XXVIII). 

5. At the 20th meeting, on 18 October, the Assistant 
Director-General of UNESCO introduced the item. 

[Original: English/ 
[5 November 1976/ 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.8 

6. At the 21st meeting, on 19 October, the represen
tative of Poland introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/ 
31/L.8) entitled "Preservation and further development of 
cultural values" which was sponsored by Ecuador, Ethiopia, 
Finland, the German Democratic Republic, Indonesia, Iran, 
Kenya, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Romania and the 
Syrian Arab Republic, subsequently joined by Benin, 
Jordan, Morocco, Nepal, Senegal, Somalia, Tunisia, the 
United Republic of Cameroon and Zaire. The draft resolu
tion read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 
December 1972 and 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 
1973, 

"Convinced that the development and exchange of 
cultural values contribute to a better understanding 
among States and among peoples, serving at the same 
time the cause of strengthening international peace for 
world-wide prosperity and being an important premise for 
the promotion of socio-economic progress, 

"Profoundly convinced of the urgent need to develop 
international cultural relations, 
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"Taking note with appreciation of the report of the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization on the subject of the 
preservation and further development of cultural values, 

"Noting with satisfaction the work of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
in the field of preservation and development of cultural 
values, 

"Requests the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization to 
continue efforts and research in this field and to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session." 

7. At the same meeting, an amendment (A/C.3/31/L.9) 
to the draft resolution was submitted by Algeria, Argentina, 
Barbados, Bolivia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama proposing 
the addition of the following text as operative paragraph I: 

"I. Requests the Director-General of the United Na
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to 
submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session a progress report on the implementation of 
resolution 3I48 (XXVIII) of 14 December I973". 

8. At the 22nd, meeting, on I9 October, after an 
exchange of views, the sponsors of the draft resolution 
decided to submit a revised text which would take into 
account that amendment as well as oral amendments 
proposed by India at the 21st meeting. 

9. At the 23rd meeting, on 20 October, the revised draft 
resolution (A/C.3/31/L.8/Rev.I), also sponsored by 
Algeria, Bolivia, Cyprus, France, the Gambia, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, Jamaica, Madagascar, 
Nigeria, Swaziland, and Yugoslavia, was orally revised by 
the representative o.f Poland as follows: the words "the 
only basis" were replaced by "one of the bases" in the 
second preambular paragraph. 

10. At the 25th meeting, on 21 October, the represen
tative of Poland orally revised the draft by adding the 
following text as operative paragraph 3: 

"3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled 'Preservation and 
further development of cultural values'." 

11. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
revised draft resolution, as orally revised, by consensus (see 
para. 17 below, draft resolution I). 

Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.l3 

12. At the 25th meeting, the representative of Egypt 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/31/L.13), entitled 
"Protection and restitution of works of art as part of the 
preservation and further development of cultural values", 
which was sponsored by Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Iraq, Sri 
Lanka, the Sudan and Zaire, later joined by Burundi, 
Colombia, the Congo, the Dominican Republic, Greece, 
India, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Turkey, Yemen and 
Yugoslavia. 

13. At the same meeting, the representative of Egypt 
orally revised operative paragraph 3 by inserting a comma 
and the word "documents" after the word "manuscripts". 

14. At the 27th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee 
adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised, by 114 votes 
to none, with 14 abstentions (see para. I7 below, draft 
resolution II). 

Draft resolution A/C.3/31/L.14 

IS. At the 27th meeting, the representative of the 
United Republic of Tanzania introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.3/31/L.14), entitled "Second World Black and 
African Festival of Arts and Culture", which was sponsored 
by the Congo, Egypt, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea and the 
United Republic of Tanzania, later joined by Algeria, 
Australia, Austria, Ghana, Jamaica, the Niger, Swaziland 
and Trinidad and Tobago. 

16. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by consensus (see para. 17 below, draft 
resolution III). 

Recommendations of the Third Committee 

17. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Preservation and further development of cultural values 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 Decem
ber 1972 and 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December I973, 

Refe"ing in particular to article 15 of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,1 which 
reaffirms the right of everyone to participate in the 
preservation and development of culture, and being aware 
that one of the bases of international co-operation in the 
cultural field is mutual respect for cultural integrity, 

Considering that the cultural dimension of development is 
integral to the whole development process, 

Convinced that the development of cultural values, 
cultural exchange and co-operation contribute to a better 
understanding among States, peoples and individuals and 
contribute to the strengthening of international peace and 
security, which is an important pre-condition for socio
economic progress, 

Stressing the need to evolve a harmonious blend of the 
cultural values of the traditional civilizations with develop
ments in science and technology, 

Profoundly convinced of the urgent need to develop 
international cultural relations, 

1 General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
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Taking note with appreciation of the report of the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educationlrl', Scien
tific and Cultural Organization on the subject of the 
preservation and further development of cultural values 
(A/31/111, annex), 

Noting with satisfaction the work of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in increas
ing awareness of the need for concerted action in the field 
of preservation and development of cultural values, 

1. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to submit 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session a 
progress report on the implementation of Assembly resolu
tion 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973; 

2. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to con
tinue efforts and research in this field and to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled "Preservation and 
further development of cultural values". 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Protection and restitution of works of art as part of the 
preseM~ation and further development of cultural values 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 Decem
ber 1972, 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 
3187 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973 and 3391 (XXX) of 
19 November 197 5, 

Taking note of resolutions 17 and 24 of the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 
1976,2 

Convinced that the promotion of national culture en
hances a people's ability to understand the culture and 
civilization of other peoples and thus has a most favourable 
impact on international co-operation, 

Convinced also that the protection by all means of 
national culture and heritage is an integral part of the 
process of preservation and future development of cultural 
values, 

1. Invites all Member States to sign and ratify the 
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the 
lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of 
Cultural Property,3 adopted by the General Conference of 

2 See A/31/197,annex IV. 
3 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi

zation, Records of the General Conference, Sixteenth Session, 
vol. I, Resolutions, p. 135 . 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization on 14 November 1970; 

2. Calls upon all Member States to take all necessary 
steps to prevent, in their territories, any illicit traffic in 
works of art coming from any other country, especially 
from territories which were or are under colonial or foreign 
domination and occupation; 

3. Affirms that the restitution to a country of its objets 
d'art, monuments, museum pieces, manuscripts, documents 
and any other cultural or artistic treasures constitutes a step 
forward towards the strengthening of international co
operation and the preservation and future development of 
cultural values. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Second World Black and African Festival 
of Arts and CUlture 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 
1973, 

Referring to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights,t in particular to article 15, 
which reaffirms the right of everyone to participate in the 
preservation and further development of culture, 

Conscious of the need for agreement on a system of 
values based on justice, equality, freedom and fellowship 
and on the recognition of the unity of mankind with all its 
diverse peoples, races and cultures, 

Convinced that contacts and exchanges between different 
cultures on the basis of the equality and the sovereignty of 
States can make a genuine contribution to the enrichment 
of cultural values on a national, regional and world-wide 
scale, 

Conscious that the recognition of cultural identity as an 
integral part of the mobilization of society is an essential 
factor in the achievement and preservation of indepen
dence, national sovereignty and development, 

Convinced that the forthcoming Second World Black and 
African Festival of Arts and Culture will contribute 
immensely to the promotion of international co-operation 
and understanding, 

1. Commends the efforts made thus far by the inter
national community, including international organizations, 
in the preparations for the Second World Black and African 
Festival of Arts and Culture; 

2. Notes with appreciation the efforts made by Nigeria 
in its. capacity as host country for the Festival; 

3. Appeals to all interested and concerned countries to 
make all possible efforts at the national and international 
levels towards ensuring the success of the Festival. 
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Document No. 

A/31/111 

A/31/458 

A/31/473 

A/C.3/31/L.8 

A/C.3/31/L.8/ 
Rev.1 

A/C.3/31/L.9 

A/C.3/31/L.13 

A/C.3/31/L.14 

Genellll Assembly - Thirty ·fust SeSiion - Annexes 

ACTION TAKEN BY mE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 83rd plenary meeting, on 30 November 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/294, para. 
17). Draft resolution I, as orally revised by the Rapporteur-who indicated that in 
operative paragraph 1 the words "at its thirty-second session" should be replaced by 
"early in 1978"-was adopted by consensus. Draft resolution II was adopted by a vote of 
125 to none, with 12 abstentions. With regard to draft resolution III, an oral amendment 
to operative paragraph 1, submitted by Egypt, proposing that the words "and the 
International Festival Committee" be added after "including international organizations", 
was adopted without objection; the Assembly then adopted the draft resolution as 
amended. For the fmal text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, 11zirty·first 
Session, Supplement No. 39, resolutions 31/39 to 31/41. 

CHECK UST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 83 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a report of the Director· Mimeographed 
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

Letter dated 17 December 1976 from the representative of Israel to the Ditto 
Secretary -General 

Letter dated 7 Januarv 1977 from the representative of the Union of Ditto 
Soviet Socialist Republics to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/294, para. 6 

Revised draft resolution Idem, paras. 9, 10 and 17, draft 
resolution I 

Amendment to document A/C.3/31/L.8 Idem, para. 7 

Draft resolution Idem, paras. 12, 13 and 17, 
draft resolution II 

Draft resolution Idem, paras. 15 and 17, draft 
resolution Ill 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76·36606-April 1977-2,000 
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* For the discussion of this item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·first Session, Fourth Committee, I Oth to 25th 
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** Since 1971, this question has been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessions: twenty-sixth session (agenda item 65), 
twenty-seventh sesston (item 63), twenty-eighth session (item 69), twenty-ninth session (item 64) and thirtieth session (item 86). 

DOCUMENT A/31/352 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

"Information from Non-Self Governing Territories trans
mitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United 
Nations: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation 

with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples". 

2. At its 3rd meeting, on 5 October 1976, the Fourth 
Committee decided to hold a general debate covering 
agenda items 25, 84, 88 and 12, 89 and 90, on the 
understanding that individual draft resolutions on matters 
covered by those items would be considered separately. 

3. The Fourth Committee considered item 84 at its lOth 
to 25th meetings, between 26 October and IS November 
1976. 

4. At the 1Oth meeting, the Rapporteur of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa-

{Original: English/ 
[26November 1976/ 

tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced chapter XXXII 
of the report of that Committee (A/3I/23/Add.IO), re
lating to the item. 

5. The Fourth Committee also had before it the report 
of the Secretary-General on the item (A/31/275). 

6. The general debate covering the agenda items referred 
to in paragraph 2 above took place at the II th to 24th 
meetings, between 28 October and I2 November. 

7. At the 24th meeting, on I2 November, the Chairman 
drew attention to a draft resolution (A/C.4/3I /L.II ), 
which was finally sponsored by the following Member 
States: Algeria, Brazil, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Senegal, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda, 
United Republic of Cameroon and United Republic of 
Tanzania. 

8. At its 25th meeting, on IS November, the Fourth 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/3I/L.ll by a 
recorded vote of 122 to none, with 4 abstentions (see 
para. 9 below). The voting was as follows: 

Jn favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barba-

AnnPYP~ (YYYT\ IIA 
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dos, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, 
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland', Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France, Kenya, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

9. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Information from Non-Self-Governing Te"itories trans
mitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United 
Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 
1963, in which it requested the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to study the information transmitted 
to the Secretary-General under Article 73 e of the Charter 
of the United Nations and to take such information fully 

into account in examining the situation with regard to the 
implementation of the Declaration, 

Recalling also its resolution 3420 (XXX) of 8 December 
1975, in which it requested the Special Committee to 
continue to discharge the functions entrusted to it under 
resolution 1970 (XVIII), 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee dealing with the transmittal of information 
under Article 73 e of the Charter (A/31/23/Add.lO) and 
the action taken by the Committee in respect of that 
information, 

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-General 
on the item ( A/31/275), 

Deploring that, despite the repeated recommendations of 
the General Assembly and the Special Committee, some 
Member States having responsibilities for the administration 
of Non-Self-Governing Territories have ceased or have failed 
to transmit information under Article 73 e of the Charter, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the information 
from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under 
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations; 

2. Reaffirms that, in the absence of a decision by the 
General Assembly itself that a Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritory has attained a full measure of self-government in 
terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the administering 
Power concerned should continue to transmit information 
under Article 73 e of the Charter with respect to that 
Territory; 

3. Requests the administering Powers concerned to 
transmit, or continue to transmit, to the Secretary-General 
the information prescribed in Article 73 e of the Charter, as 
well as the fullest possible information on political and 
constitutional developments in the Territories concerned, 
within a maximum period of six months following the 
expiration of the administrative year in those Territories; 

4. Requests the Special Committee to continue to 
discharge the functions entrusted to it under General 
Assembly resolution 1970 (XVIII), in accordance with 
established procedures, and to report thereon to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 82nd plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assemhly, by a 
recorded vote of 124 to none, with 3 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/352, para. 9). For the final text, see 
resolution 31/29.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thzrty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/437 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-frrst session the item entitled: 

"Question of Namibia: 

"(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples; 

"(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia; 
"(c) United Nations Fund for Namibia: report of the 

Secretary-General; 
"(d) Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner 

for Namibia" 

and to allocate subitems (a), (b) and (c) to the Fourth 
Committee. Subitem (d) was retained for consideration by 
the General Assembly in plenary meeting. 

2. The Fourth Committee considered item 85 at its 30th 
to 41st and 43rd to 45th meetings, between 22 November 
and 10 December 1976. 

I Original: English] 
I 16 December 1976} 

3. At the 30th meeting, on 22 November, the Permanent 
Representative of Finland to the United Nations, in his 
capacity as Acting President of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia, introduced the report of the Council 
(A/31/24). 

4. At the same meeting, the Rapporteur of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced chapters VII 
and IX of the report of that Committee (A/31/23/Add.1 
and 3), relating to the item. 

5. The Fourth Committee also had before it the report 
of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia (A/31/392), submitted in pursuance of paragraph 
12 of General Assembly resolution 3400 (XXX) of 26 
November 1975. In addition, the Committee had before it 
the following communications addressed to the Secretary
General: 

(a) Letter dated 22 January 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the libyan Arab Republic to the United 
Nations (A/31 /45-S/11939); 

Annexes (XXXI) 85 
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(b) Letters dated 18 May, 20 August and 14 September 
1976 from the Acting President of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/92-S/12079, A/31/181-S/12185 
and A/31/213-S/12201); 

(c) Letters dated 20 July and 31 August 1976 from the 
Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the United Nations (A/31/155 and A/31/190 
and Corr_ 1); 

(d) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, trans
mitting the documents of the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 
(A/31/197); 

(e) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations, trans
mitting the texts of the resolutions adopted by the Seventh 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (A/31 /237). 

The Committee had before it, besides, a letter dated 
9 November 1976 addressed to its Chairman by the Acting 
President of the United Nations Council for Namibia 
(A/CA/31/10). 

6. During the Fourth Committee's consideration of the 
item, Mr_ Theo-Ben Gurirab, representative of the South 
West Africa People's Organization (SW APO), the national 
liberation movement of the Territory, participated in an 
observer capacity in the proceedings of the Committee in 
accordance with the relevant provisions of General Assem
bly resolution 3412 (XXX) of 28 November 1975. 

7. Mr. Gurirab made statements at the 30th and 45th 
meetings, on 22 November and l 0 December_ 

8. At its 30th meeting, on the proposal of the represen
tative of Yugoslavia and following a statement by the 
Secretary of the Committee concerning the related adminis
trative and financial implications, the Fourth Committee 
decided without objection that the statement made by the 
representative of SW APO at that meeting should be 
reproduced in extenso in the record of the meeting. 

9. At its lOth meeting, on 26 October, the Committee 
granted a request for a hearing relating, inter alia, to the 
item, submitted by Mr. Romesh Chandra, Secretary-General 
of the World Peace Council (A/C.4/3l /6). No represen
tatives of the World Peace Council appeared before the 
Committee. 

10. At its 29th meeting, on 19 November, the Com
mittee decided not to grant a request for a hearing on the 
item submitted by Mr_ Kuaima Riruako of the National 
Convention of Namibia (A/C.4/31 /9). 

11. The general debate on the item took place at the 
31st to 40th meetings, between 24 November and 6 Decem
ber_ 

12. At the 32nd meeting, on 25 November, the represen
tative of Saudi Arabia introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.4/31/L.29), which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Taking into account all the resolutions on the question 
of Namibia adopted by the General Assembly and the 
Security Council, 

"Considering that over half a century has elapsed since 
South Africa assumed the responsibility of prepanng the 
people of Namibia to govern themselves, during which 
period all other mandated Territories have acceded to full 
independence, 

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to invite without 
undue delay representatives of South Africa and the 
South West Africa People's Organization to meet him at 
United Nations Headquarters for discussions as to the 
composition and agenda of a conference to be convened 
by the United Nations in order to agree upon the 
modalities necessary to ensure the holding of free 
elections in Namibia under United Nations supervision; 

"2. Further requests the United Nations Commissioner 
for Namibia to work as a liaison officer and co-ordinator 
among all the parties concerned with the liberation of 
Namibia." 

13. At the 41st meeting, on 7 December, the represen
tative of Mauritius introduced seven draft resolutions 
relating to various aspects of the question of Namibia 
( A/C .4/31 /L.30-A/C .4/31 /L.36), which were finally spon
sored by the following Member States: 

(a) A/C.4/31/L.30: Afghanistan, Algeria, Benin, 
Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Uberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia; 

(b) A/C.4/31/L.31: Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, So
malia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia; 

(c) A/C.4/31/L.32: Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan 
Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and 
Zambia; 
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(d) A/C.4/31/L.33: Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Mada
gascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and Zambia; 

(e) A/C.4/31 /L.34: Algeria, Barbados, Benin, Botswana, 
Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emi
rates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

(f) A/C.4/31/L.35: Algeria, Australia, Benin, Botswana, 
Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauri
tius, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and 
Zambia; 

(g) A/C.4/31/L.36: Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
Chad, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emi
rates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

14. At the same meeting, the representative of Finland 
introduced a further draft resolution relating to the item 
(A/C.4/31/L.37), which was finally sponsored by the 
following Member States: Botswana, Burundi, Congo, 
Cuba, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, India, Jamaica, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Mauritius, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Ro
mania, Senegal, Togo, Turkey, Uganda, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

15. At the 41st, 43rd and 44th meetings, on 7, 9 and 10 
December respectively, the Chairman drew attention to 
statements by the Secretary-General (A/C.4/31/L.38, 
A/C.4/31/L.39, A/C.4/31/L.40, A/C.4/31/L.41, A/C.4/ 
31/1.42, A/C.4/31/L.43 and A/C.4/31/L.44), submitted in 
accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, concerning the administrative and fman-

cial implications of the draft resolutions referred to in 
paragraphs 13 (a) to (f) and 14 above. 

16. At the 44th meeting, the Fourth Committee took 
decisions on the draft resolutions referred to in paragraph 
13 above as follows: 

(a) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.30 was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 108 to 6, with 12 abstentions (see para. 18 
below, draft resolution I). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, 
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelo
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Ice
land, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, liberia, libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Syrian Arab Re
public, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Luxembourg, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Austria, Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, 
Uruguay. 

(b) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.31 was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 123 to none, with 4 abstentions (see 
para. 18 below, draft resolution II). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, 
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gambia, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Paki-
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stan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

(c) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.32 was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 120 to none, with 7 abstentions (see 
para. 18 below, draft resolution III). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gambia, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Came
roon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Luxembourg, Malawi, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

(d) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.33 was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 118 to none, with 7 abstentions (see 
para. 18 below, draft resolution IV). The voting was as 
follows: 

in favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 

Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gambia, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Li
beria, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Ni
geria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Luxembourg, Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

(e) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.34 was ad~pted by a 
recorded vote of 124 to none, with 4 abstentions (see 
para. 18 below, draft resolution V). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, 
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Gambia, German Democratic Re
public, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Social
ist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

(f) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.35 was adopted without 
objection (see para. 18 below, draft resolution VI). 
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(g) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.36 was adopted by a 
recorded vote of 114 to none, with 13 abstentions (see 
para. 18 below, draft resolution VII). The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecua
dor, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hun
gary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan 
Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan· 
zania, Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaininc: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malawi, 
Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay. 

(h) Draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.37 was adopted without 
objection (see para. 18 below, draft resolution VIII). 

17. The draft resolution referred to in paragraph 12 
above (A/C.4/31/L.29) was not pressed to a vote. However, 
at its 44th meeting, the Committee, at the request of the 
sponsor, decided that the Rapporteur should bring the text 
of the draft resolution to the attention of the General 
Assembly when presenting the report of the Committee on 
the item. 

Recommendations of the Fourth Committee 

18. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of draft resolutions I to VIII below: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Situation in Namibia resulting from the illegal 
occupation of the Te"itory by South Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/24) and the relevant chapters of 
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31 /23 (part I) and Corr.1, A/31 /23 (parts II-V), 
A/31/23/Add.1 and III), 

Having heard the statements of the representative of the 
South West Africa People's Organization, who participated 
in an observer capacity in the consideration of the item by 
the Fourth Committee (30th and 45th meetings), 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Recalling, in particular, its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 
October 1966 and 2248 (S· V) of 19 May 1967 and 
subsequent resolutions of both the General Assembly and 
the Security Council relating to the question of Namibia, as 
well as the advisory opinion of the International Court of 
Justice of 21 June 1971,1 delivered in response to the 
request addressed to it by the Council in its resolution 
284 (1970) of 29 July 1970, 

Taking into consideration the relevant resolution adopted 
by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African 
Unity at its twenty-seventh ordinary session,2 and subse
quently endorsed by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its 
thirteenth ordinary session, held at Port Louis from 2 to 
6 July 1976, 

Also taking into consideration the political declaration 
and the resolution relating to Namibia adopted by the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non· 
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August 
1976 (A/31/197, annex I, paras. 52-55, and annex IV, 
resolution 3), 

Reaffirming that the Territory and people of Namibia are 
the direct responsibility of the United Nations and that the 
Namibian people must be enabled to attain self-determi· 
nation and independence within a united Namibia, 

Strongly deploring South Africa's continued refusal to 
comply with the resolutions and decisions of the United 
Nations, its continued illegal occupation of Namibia, its 
brutal repression of the Namibian people and its persistent 
violation of their human rights, as well as its efforts to 
destroy the national unity and territorial integrity of 
Namibia, 

Strongly condemning attempts by South Africa, through 
the convening of a so-called constitutional conference, to 
perpetuate its colonial exploitation of the people and 
resources of Namibia by misrepresenting the genuine 
aspirations of the Namibian people, 

Gravely concerned at the militarization of Namibia by the 
illegal occupation regime of South Africa, its threats and 
acts of aggression against independent African countries 

1 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence of 
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding 
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. 
Reports 1971, p. 16. 

2 A/31/196 and Corr.1, annex, resolution CM/Res. 500 (XXVII). 
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and the forceful removal of Namibians from the northern 
border of the Territory for military purposes, 

Strongly deploring the policies of those States which, 
despite the relevant decisions of the United Nations and the 
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of 21 
June 1971, continue to maintain diplomatic, economic, 
consular and other relations with South Africa, purporting 
to act on behalf of or concerning Namibia, as well as 
military or strategic collaboration, all of which has the 
effect of supporting or encouraging South Africa in its 
defiance of the United Nations, 

Recognizing that the situation in Namibia constitutes a 
threat to international peace and security, 

Noting with satisfaction the opposition of the Namibian 
people to South Africa's illegal presence in the Territory 
and to its oppressive racist policies and, in particular, the 
progress of their struggle in all its forms for national 
liberation under the leadership of the South West Africa 
People's Organization, 

Strongly supporting the efforts of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia in the discharge of the responsibilities 
entrusted to it by the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Namibia to self-determination, freedom and national inde
pendence in a united Namibia, in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations and as recognized in 
resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2145 (XXI), as well as subse
quent resolutions of the General Assembly relating to 
Namibia, and the legitimacy of their struggle by all means 
at their disposal against the illegal occupation of their 
Territory by South Africa; 

2. Recognizes that the national liberation movement of 
Namibia, the South West Africa People's Organization, is 
the sole and authentic representative of the Namibian 
people; 

3. Supports the armed struggle of the Namibian people, 
led by the South West Africa People's Organization, to 
achieve self-determination, freedom and national indepen
dence in a united Namibia; 

4. Appeals to all Member States to grant all necessary 
support and assistance to the South West Africa People's 
Organization in its struggle to achieve independence and 
national unity for Namibia; 

5. Requests all specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system to prepare, in 
c;onsultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia 
and within their respective spheres of competence, pro
grammes of assistance to the people of Namibia and their 
liberation movement, the South West Africa People's 
Organization; 

6. [)ecides to increase the financial provisions in the 
budge~ of the United Nations Council for Namibia to 
JlJJance the office of the South West Africa People's 
Organization in New York, in order to ensure the due and 

proper representation of the people of Namibia through the 
South West Africa People's Organization at the United 
Nations; 

7. Decides to continue to defray the expenses of a 
representative of the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion, whenever the United Nations Council for Namibia so 
requires; 

8. Strongly condemns South Africa for its persistent 
refusal to withdraw from Namibia and for its manoeuvres 
to consolidate its illegal occupation of the Territory; 

9. Strongly condemns the illegal South African adminis
tration for its aggression against the Namibian people and 
their national liberation movement; 

10. Strongly condemns the illegal South African admin
istration for its massive repression of the people of Namibia 
and their liberation movement with the intention of 
establishing, among other things, an atmosphere of intimi
dation and terror for the purpose of imposing upon the 
Namibian people a bogus constitutional structure aimed at 
subverting the territorial integrity and unity of Namibia and 
perpetuating a ruthless policy of racial segregation; 

11. Strongly condemns South Africa for its military 
build-up in Namibia, its threats and acts of aggression 
against independent African countries and the forceful 
removal of Namibians from the northern border of the 
Territory for military purposes; 

12. Strongly condemns South Africa for organizing the 
so-called constitutional talks at Windhoek, which seek to 
perpetuate the apartheid and homelands policies as well as 
the colonial oppression and exploitation of the people and 
resources of Namibia by misrepresenting the genuine 
aspirations of the Namibian people for self-determination, 
freedom and national independence in a united Namibia; 

13. Urgently calls upon the international community, 
especially all Member States, to refrain from according any 
recognition to, or co-operation with, any authority which 
the illegal occupation regime may install under the current 
fraudulent constitutional talks or any other circumstances 
in Namibia; 

14. Strongly condemns the activities of all foreign corpo
rations operating in Namibia under the illegal adminis
tration of South Africa which are exploiting the human and 
natural resources of the Territory, and demands that such 
exploitation cease forthwith; 

15. Reaffirms that the activities of those corporations 
are illegal; 

16. Decides that any independence talks regarding 
Namibia must be between the representatives of South 
Africa and the South West Africa People's Organization, 
under the auspices of the United Nations, for the sole 
purpose of di&cussing the modalities for the transfer of 
power to the people of Namibia; 

17. Requests all Member States to co··operate fully with 
the United Nations Council for Namibia in discharging the 
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mandate entrusted to it under the terms and provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 2248 (S-V); 

18. Condemns South Africa for its persistent refusal to 
comply with the pertinent resolutions of the Security 
Council, in particular resolution 385 (I 976) of 30 January 
1976; 

19. Demands that South Africa put an end to extending 
apartheid in Namibia and to its policy of "bantustaniza
tion" of the Territory, aimed at destroying the national 
unity and the territorial integrity of Namibia; 

20. Demands that South Africa release all Namibian 
political prisoners, including all those imprisoned or de
tained in connexion with offences under so-called internal 
security laws, whether such Namibians have been charged 
or tried or are held without charge and whether held in 
Namibia or South Africa; 

21. Declares that, in order that the people of Namibia 
shall be enabled freely to determine their own future, it is 
imperative that free elections under the supervision and 
control of the United Nations be held urgently in the whole 
of Namibia as one political entity; 

22. Demands that South Africa accord unconditionally 
to all Namibians currently in exile for political reasons full 
facilities for their return to their country without risk of 
arrest, detention, intimidation or imprisonment; 

23. Reiterates that the illegal occupation of Namibia and 
the war being waged there by South Africa constitute a 
threat to international peace and security; 

24. Declares that the continued illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South Africa constitutes an act of aggression 
against the Namibian people and against the United Nations 
as the legal authority to administer the Territory until 
independence; 

25. Urges the Security Council to take up again the 
question of Namibia, which is still on its agenda, and, in 
view of South Africa's failure to comply with Council 
resolution 385 (1976), to impose a mandatory arms em
bargo against South Africa; 

26. Requests all States to cease and desist from any 
form of direct or indirect military consultation, co-opera
tion or collaboration with South Africa; 

27. Requests all States to take effective measures to 
prevent the recruitment of mercenaries for service in 
Namibia or South Afnca; 

28. Requests all States to take steps to ensure the 
termination of all arms licensing agreements with South 
Africa and to prohibit the transfer to South Africa of all 
information relating to arms and armaments; 

29. Requests all States to cease and prevent: 

(a) Any supply of arms and ammunition to South Africa; 

(b) Any supply of aircraft, vehicles or military equip
ment for the use of the armed forces and paramilitary or 
police organizations of South Africa; 

(c) Any supply of spare parts for arms, vehicles or 
military equipment used by the armed forces and para
military or police organizations of South Africa; 

(d) Any supply of so-called dual-use aircraft, vehicles or 
equipment which could be converted to military use by 
South Africa; 

(e) Any activities in their countries which promote or are 
calculated to promote the supply of arms, ammunition, 
military aircraft or military vehicles to South Africa and the 
supply of equipment or materials for the manufacture and 
maintenance of arms and ammunition in South Africa and 
Namibia; 

(f) Any co-operation or activities by public or private 
corporations in conjunction with South Africa in the 
development, directly or indirectly, of nuclear technology, 
including the development of a nuclear capability by the 
racist regime in South Africa; 

30. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Programme of work of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Namibia, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia ( A/31 /24) and the relevant chapters of 
the report of the Special Committee on tlie Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31/23 (part I) and Corr.1, A/31/23 (parts II-V), 
A/31/23/Add.1 and 3), 

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, by 
which it established the United Nations Council for 
Namibia as the legal administering authority of Namibia 
until independence, 

Reaffirming that the Territory and people of Namibia are 
the direct responsibility of the United Nations and that the 
Namibian people must be enabled to attain self-determi
nation and independence within a united Namibia, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia in the discharge of the 
responsibilities entrusted to it by resolution 2248 (S-V) and 
subsequent resolutions of the General Assembly relating to 
Namibia, 

1. Approves the report of the United Nations Council 
for Namibia, including the recommendations contained 
therein (A/31/24, vol. I, paras. 272 and 273), and decides 
to make adequate financial provision for their implemen
tation; 

2. Decides that the United Nations Council for Namibia, 
in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 
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2248 (S-V), shall, among other functions required for the 
full implementation of its mandate, continue to exercise 
the following functions and responsibilities: 

(a) As an organ of the United Nations: 

(i) Review annually the political, military, economic 
and social conditions affecting the struggle of the 
Namibian people for self-determination, freedom 
and independence in a united Namibia, and submit 
reports on the above with appropriate recommen
dations for consideration and action by the Gen
eral Assembly; 

(ii) Represent Namibia to ensure that the rights and 
interests of Namibia are protected, as appropriate, 
in all intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, bodies and conferences; 

(iii) Consult with Member States to encourage com
pliance with United Nations resolutions on 
Namibia; 

(iv) Co-ordinate aid for Namibia provided by United 
Nations agencies and other bodies within the 
United Nations system; 

(v) Act as trustee of the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia and in this capacity administer and 
manage the Fund; 

(b) As Administering Authority for Namibia: 

(i) Examine periodically the deleterious consequences 
of the illegal South African administration in 
Namibia; 

(ii) Formulate projects and programmes of assistance 
to Namibians; 

(iii) Consult with the South West Africa People's 
Organization, as appropriate, in the formulation 
and implementation of its programme of work; 

(iv) Propose to the United Nations Development Pro
gramme projects of assistance to Namibians in 
accordance with the resources made available 
through the indicative planning figure for Namibia; 

(v) Review and approve the annual budget of the 
United Nations Institute for Namibia at Lusaka, to 
be submitted to the Council by the Senate of the 
Institute, and make recommendations on the 
general direction of its work; 

(vi) Formulate a policy of intensive dissemination of 
information on Namibia, in consultation with the 
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the President of the United Nations Council for Namibia, to 
strengthen the units which service the Council in ac
cordance with its requirements so that it may fully 
discharge all additional tasks and functions arising out of 
the new situation concerning Namibia; 

4. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia to 
authorize the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia to 
appoint a resident representative of the Commissioner in 
Botswana in order to enhance the effectiveness of assistance 
to Namibians by the Council. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Intensification and co-ordination of United Nations 
action in support of Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Namibia, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/24) and the relevant chapters of 
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31 /23 (part I) and Corr.l, A/31 /23 (parts II-V), 
A/31/23/Add.l and 3), 

Recalling its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 
and 2248 (s-V) of 19 May 1967, as well as subsequent 
resolutions of the General Assembly relating to Namibia, 

Strongly deploring the policies of those States which, 
despite the relevant decisions of the United N-ations and the 
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of 21 
June 1971,3 continue to maintain diplomatic, economic, 
consular and other relations with South Africa, purporting 
to act on behalf of or concerning Namibia, as well as 
military or strategic collaboration, all of which has the 
effect of supporting or encouraging South Africa in its 
defiance of the United Nations, 

Strongly condemning the support which the illegal South 
African administration continues to receive from those 
foreign economic, financial and other interests which are 
collaborating with it in its exploitation of the human and 
natural resources of, and in the further entrenchment of its 
illegal and racialist domination over, the international 
Territory of Nan1ibia, 

1. Calls upon those States which have not yet done so to 
comply with the relevant provisions of the resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council concerning 
Namibia and the advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice of 21 June 1971; 

2. Urges those States which have not yet done so to 
break off economic relations with South Africa that 
concern Namibia and to take measures with a view to 
compelling the Government of South Africa to withdraw 
immediately from Namibia in accordance with resolutions 
2145 (XXI) and 2248 (S-V), as well as subsequent resolu
tions of the General Assembly relating to Namibia; 

3. Requests once again all Member States to take all 
appropriate measures to ensure the full application of, and 

3 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence of 
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding 
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion, I.C.J. 
Reports 1971, p. 16. 
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compliance with, the proVISions of Decree No. 1 for the 
Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia, enacted by 
the United Nations Council for Namibia on 27 September 
1974,4 and such other measures as may be necessary to 
assist in the protection of the natural resources of Namibia; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare updated 
lists of foreign corporations operating in Namibia, accom
panied by a summary of the major operations, including an 
historical note on their involvement in Namibia; 

5. Commends the inauguration of the United Nations 
Institute for Namibia at Lusaka and requests all States and 
the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 
United Nations system to make adequate financial con
tribution to the United Nations Fund for Namibia so that 
the United Nations Council for Namibia can meet the 
additional costs of the Institute; 

6. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Namibia 
to hold hearings and to continue to seek information 
regarding the exploitation and purchase of Namibian 
uranium and to report on this matter to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

7. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Namibia 
to notify the Governments of States whose corporations, 
whether public or private, operate in Namibia of the 
illegality of such operations and the position of the Council 
in this regard; 

8. Authorizes the United Nations Council for Namibia 
to contact administering and managing bodies of foreign 
corporations operating in Namibia, with particular emphasis 
on those which are not under direct governmental control, 
to warn them of the illegal basis on which they are 
operating in Namibia and of the position of the Council in 
this regard; 

9. Calls upon those States which have resident or 
non-resident consular representation in Namibia, whether 
ordinary or honorary, to terminate such representation. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Action by intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations with respect to Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/24) and the relevant chapters of 
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31/23 (part I) and Corr.1, A/31/23 (parts II-V), 
A/31/23/Add.l and 3), 

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, by 
which it established the United Nations Council for 
Namibia with the responsibility of administering Namibia 
until independence, 

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Ses
sion, Supplement No. 24A, para. 84. 

Recalling further the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained 
in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and the 
programme of action for the full implementation of the 
Declaration, contained in its resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 
October 1970, as well as all other relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council, 

Taking into account the statements of the representative 
of the South West Africa People's Organization (30th and 
45th meetings), who participated in an observer capacity in 
the consideration of the item by the Fourth Committee, 
and conscious of the urgent and pressing need of Namibians 
outside Namibia for concrete assistance from the spe
cialized agencies and other institutions within the United 
Nations system, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations system 
to take all effective measures, within their respective 
spheres of competence, to ensure the full and speedy 
implementation of the Declaration and other relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, particularly in the 
provision of moral and material assistance, on a priority 
basis, to the peoples of colonial Territories and their 
national liberation movements, 

I. Requests all specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system to prepare, in 
consultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia 
and within their respective spheres of competence, pro
grammes of assistance to the people of Namibia and their 
liberation movement, the South West African People's 
Organization; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations 
Development Programme for the indicative planning figure 
granted to Namibia and requests it to continue to co
operate with the United Nations Council for Namibia in the 
elaboration of programmes of assistance to Namibians; 

3. Requests all specialized agencies and other organiza
tions and conferences within the United Nations system to 
consider granting full membership to the United Nations 
Council for Namibia so that it may participate in that 
capacity as the Administering Authority for Namibia in the 
work of those agencies, organizations and conferences; 

4. Requests the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system to consider favour
ably granting a waiver of the assessment of Namibia during 
the period in which Namibia is represented by the United 
Nations Council for Namibia; 

5. Requests all intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, bodies and conferences to ensure that the 
rights and interests of Namibia are protected and to invite 
the United Nations Council for Namibia to participate, in 
its capacity as the Administering Authority for Namibia, 
whenever such rights and interests are involved; 

6. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibi~ to 
continue to examine this question and to report thereon to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Dissemination of information on Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/24) and the relevant chapters of 
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31 /23 (part I) and Corr.l, A/31 /23 (parts II and 
III), A/31/23/Add.l and 3), 

Recalling its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 
and 2248 (s-V) of 19 May 1967 and subsequent resolutions 
of the General Assembly and the Security Council relating 
to the question of Namibia, 

Stressing the urgent need to arouse world public opinion 
on a continuous basis with a view to assisting effectively the 
people of Namibia to achieve self-determination, freedom 
and independence in a united Namibia and in particular to 
intensify the widespread and continuous dissemination of 
information on the struggle for liberation being waged by 
the people of Namibia, guided by their liberation move
ment, the South West Africa People's Organization, 

Reiterating the importance of publicity as an instrument 
for furthering the mandate given by the General Assembly 
to the United Nations Council for Namibia, and mindful of 
the pressing need for the Office of Public Information of 
the Secretariat to intensify its efforts to acquaint world 
public opinion with all aspects of the question of Namibia, 

1. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia to 
send a mission to the headquarters of the specialized 
agencies and non-governmental organizations to discuss the 
question of dissemination of information and assistance to 
Namibians; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the Office of 
Public Information of the Secretariat, in co-operation with 
the United Nations Council for Namibia: 

(a) To acquire and distribute appropriate films on 
Namibia, including the new film on Namibia which was 
shown at United Nations Headquarters on Namibia Day, 26 
August 1976; 

(b) To prepare, in consultation with the South West 
Africa People's Organization, a film on the contemporary 
situation inside Namibia and the struggle of the Namibian 
people for genuine national independence; 

(c) To continue publicity through television, radio and 
other media; 

(d) To continue to give publicity to the United Nations 
Council for Namibia and the South West Africa People's 
Organization on television in the United States of America 
and other major Western countries, in order t0 mobilize 
support in those countries for the genuine national indepen
dence of Namibia; 

3. Requests Member States and the United Nations 
Postal Administration to issue commemorative stamps on 
Namibia until genuine national independence for Namibia is 
achieved; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information to continue to make every 
effort to generate publicity and disseminate information 
with a view to mobilizing public support for the indepen
dence of Namibia; 

5. Decides to make adequate budgetary provJSlon in 
order to meet the additional costs required to expand the 
circulation of the Namibia Bulletin and to add German to 
the languages in which it is published; 

6. Decides to observe the week of 27 October as a week 
of solidarity with the people of Namibia and its liberation 
movement, the South West Africa People's Organization, as 
proposed by the President of Senegal at the Dakar 
International Conference on Namibia and Human Rights 
(see A/31 /24, vol. II, annex II, para. 25), and requests the 
United Nations Council for Namibia to prepare a com
memorative programme for that purpose; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General urgently to under
take, in consultation with the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, the preparation of a comprehensive United 
Nations map of Namibia reflecting therein the territorial 
integrity of the Territory of Namibia; 

8. Further requests the United Nations Council for 
Namibia to follow the implementation of the present 
resolution and to report thereon to the General Asst:mbly 
at its thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

United Nations Fund for Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966, 
by which the United Nations decided to terminate the 
mandate of South Africa over Namibia and assume direct 
responsibility for the Territory until its independence, and 
resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, by which it 
established the United Nations Council for Namibia, 

Recalling further its resolution 3112 (XXVIII) of 12 
December 1973, by which it appointed the United Nations 
Council for Namibia as trustee of the United Nations Fund 
for Namibia, 

ReaffimJing its determination to continue to discharge its 
responsibility with regard to the Territory in accordance 
with resolution 2248 (S.V) and subsequent resolutions of 
the General Assembly, 

Mindful that, by assuming direct responsibility for 
Namibia, the United Nations accepted a solemn obligation 
to grant all possible support to the Namibian people m their 
struggle for self-determination, freedom and national inde
pendence in a united Namibia, 
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Convinced of the need to grant all possible material 
assistance to Namibians and their dependants who are 
victims of South Africa's repressive and discriminatory 
policies, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia on the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia (A/31 /24, vol. II, annex XIII), 

1. Takes note of the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia on the activities of the United Nations 
Fund for Namibia and approves the conclusions and 
recommendations contained therein (ibid., paras. 89-1 06); 

2. Expresses its appreciation to all those who have made 
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia; 

3. Decides to allocate to the United Nations Fund for 
Namibia the sum of $US 300,000 from the regular budget 
of the United Nations for 1977; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General and the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to continue to appeal to 
Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations and private individuals for generous voluntary 
contributions to the United Nations Fund for Namibia; 

5. Invites Governments to appeal once more to their 
national organizations and institutions for voluntary con
tributions to the United Nations Fund for Namibia; 

6. Appeals to all States, the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system, as 
well as other organizations having a special interest in 
Namibia, to make financial contributions to the United 
Nations Institute for Namibia through the United Nations 
Fund for Namibia; 

7. Expresses its appreciation to the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations system 
for their assistance to Namibians and requests them, in 
consultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia, 
to give priority to the allocation of funds for material 
assistance to the Namibian people; 

8. Requests the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system to render all 
necessary assistance to the United Nations Council for 
Namibia in implementing its programme of work; 

9. Calls upon all specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system-in particular the 
International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agri
culture Organization of the United Nations, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
the World Health Organization, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the International Mone
tary Fund, the United Nations Development Programme, 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
the United Nations Institute for Training and Research--to 
assist the United Nations Institute for Namibia, in all 
possible ways, including the provision of specialists, lec
turers and researchers; 

10. Expresses its appreciation of the efforts of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to assist 
Namibian refugees; 

11. Decides that Namibians shall continue to be eligible 
for assistance through the United Nations Educational and 
Training Programme for Southern Africa and the United 
Nations Trust Fund for South Africa; 

12. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
on the implementation of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Observer status for the &Juth West Africa 
People 's Organization 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Namibia, 

Recognizing the crucial phase reached in the struggle of 
the Namibian people and the added demands and critical 
tasks imposed upon their liberation movement, the South 
West Africa People's Organization, 

Taking into consideration the report of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia (A/31/24) and the recommen
dations contained therein (ibid, vol. I, paras. 272 and 273), 

Reaffirming the resolutions and decisions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council concerning the question 
of Namibia, 

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 3111 (XXVIII) of 
12 December 1973, by which it recognized the South West 
Africa People's Organization as the authentic representative 
of the Namibian people, 

Noting that the Organization of African Unity and the 
non-aligned countries have recognized and invited the 
South West Africa People's Organization to participate in 
their meetings in an observer capacity, 

I. Invites the South West Africa People's Organization 
to participate in the sessions and the work of the General 
Assembly in the capacity of observer; 

2. Invites the South West Africa People's Organization 
to participate in the sessions and the work of all inter
national conferences convened under the auspices of the 
General Assembly in the capacity of observer; 

3. Considers that the South West Africa People's Organi
zation is entitled to participate as an observer in the 
sessions and the work of all international conferences 
convened under the auspices of other organs of the United 
Nations; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary 
steps for the implementation of the present resolution and 
to accord all the facilities as may be required. 



12 General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

Nationhood Programme 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 
by which it decided to assume direct responsibility for 
Namibia, as well as resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, 
by which it established the United Nations Council for 
Namibia to administer the Territory until its independence, 

Aware of the decisive stage achieved in the struggle of the 
Namibians for self-determination, freedom and indepen
dence under the leadership of the South West Africa 
People's Organization, 

Recognizing that, by assuming direct responsibility for 
Namibia, the United Nations and its Member States have 
also assumed the responsibility of assisting the people of 
Namibia morally and materially, 

Recalling its resolution 2679 (XXV) of 9 December 1970, 
by which it decided to establish the United Nations Fund 
for Namibia, as well as subsequent resolutions relating to 
the Fund, 

Having examined the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia (A/31/24), 

Welcoming the inauguration of the United Institute for 
Namibia at Lusaka, 

Commending the steps taken by various specialized 
agencies and other organizations and bodies within the 
United Nations system to provide assistance to Namibia, 

Reaffirming its determination to fulfil its responsibility 
towards the people and Territory of Namibia, 

1. Decides to launch, in support of the nationhood of 
Namibia, a comprehensive assistance programme within the 
United Nations system, covering both the present period of 
struggle for independence and the initial years of indepen
dence of Namibia and including: 

(a) The review and planning of measures for assistance to 
Namibians by the specialized agencies and other organi
zations and bodies within the United Nations system; 

(b) The consolidation of all measures in a comprehensive 
and sustained plan of action; 

(c) The implementation of the plan of action; 

2. Calls upon the United Nations Council for Namibia, 
as the Administering Authority of the Territory, to 
elaborate, in consultation with the South West Africa 
People's Organization, the guidelines and policies for such a 
programme, to be known as the Nationhood Programme for 
Namibia, and to direct and co-ordinate the implementation 
of the Programme; 

3. Invites all States to participate in the Nationhood 
Programme for Namibia by supporting measures for assis
tance to Namibians and by contributing to the United 
Nations Fund for Namibia and the United Nations Institute 
for Nambia; 

4. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other organi
zations and bodies within the United Nations system to 
participate, in co-operation with the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia, in the planning and implementation of the 
Nationhood Programme for Namibia; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the neces
sary assistance to the United Nations Council for Namibia 
for the effective implementation of the Nationhood Pro
gramme for Namibia. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At the 104th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1976, the Rapporteur of the Fourth 
Committee, in accordance with the decision taken by the Committee (see A/31/437, 
para. 17), read out the text of draft resolution A/C.4/31 /L.29. 

At its 105th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I to VIII submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/437, 
para. 18). Recorded votes were requested on draft resolutions I to V and VII. Draft 
resolution I was adopted by 107 votes to 6, with 12 abstentions, draft resolution II was 
adopted by 119 votes to none, with 4 abstentions; draft resolution Ill was adopted by 
118 votes to none, with 7 abstentions; draft resolution V was adopted by 123 votes to 
none, with 4 abstentions; and draft resolution VII was adopted by 113 votes to none, 
with 13 abstentions. Draft resolutions VI and VIII were adopted without a vote. For the 
fmal texts, see resolutions 31/146 to 31/153.s 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly, on the 
proposal of the Secretary-General (A/31/465, para. 2), appointed Mr. Martti Ahtisaari 
United Nations Commissioner for Namibia for a period of one year, with effect from 
1 January 1977 (see decision 31/317).s 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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draft resolution III 
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draft resolution IV 
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DOCUMENT A/31/447 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

l . At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

''Question of Sou them Rhodesia: report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples". 

2. The Fourth Committee considered the 1tem at its 
40th to 43rd and 46th to 49th meetings, between 6 and 14 
December 1976. 

3. At the 40th meeting, on 6 December, the Rapporteur 
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced 
chapters VII and VIII of the report of that Committee 
(A/31/23/Add.l and 2), relating to the item. 

4. The Committee also had before it the following 
communications addressed to the Secretary-General: 

(a) Letter dated 8 March 1976 from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Mozambique (A/31/61-S/12005); 

(b) Letter dated 8 March 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations (A/31/ 
62-S/12008); 

[Original: English/ 
[ 16 December 1976} 

(c) Letter dated 17 March 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Rwanda to the United Nations (A/31/ 
66-S/ 12021 ): 

(d) Letter dated 25 March 1976 from the Charge 
d'affaires ai. of the Permanent Mission of Algeria to the 
United Nations (A/31/71-S/12025); 

(e) Letter dated 5 April 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Luxembourg to the United Nations 
(A/31/77-S/ 12039); 

(f) Letter dated 20 July 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 
United Nations (A/31/155): 

(g) Letter dated I September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, trans
mitting the documents of the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countnes 
(A/31/197): 

(h) Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations, trans
mitting the texts of the resolutions adopted by the Seventh 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (A/31/237); 

(i) Note verbale dated 4 October 1976 from the Perma
nent Representative of Ghana to the United Nations 
(A/31/258): 
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(j) Letter dated 19 October 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Netherlands to the United Nations 
(A/31/274-S/12217). 

5. At its 10th meeting, on 26 October, the Fourth 
Committee granted a request for hearing relating, inter alia, 
to the item, submitted by Mr. Romesh Chandra, Secretary
General of the World Peace Council (A/C.4/31/6). No 
representatives of the World Peace Council appeared before 
the Committee. 

6. The general debate on the item took place at the 41st 
to 43rd and 46th to 49th meetings, between 7 and 14 
December. 

7. At its 41st meeting, on 7 December, on the proposal 
of the representative of the United Republic of TanLania, 
and following a statement by the Chairman concerning the 
related administrative and financial implications, the 
Fourth Committee decided that the statement made during 
the meeting by the representative of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in its capacity as 
administering Power, should be reproduced in extenso in 
the record of the meeting. 

8. At the 46th meeting, on 13 December, the represen
tative of Benin introduced two draft resolutiOnS (A/C .4/ 
31/L.45 and A/C.4/31/L.46), which were finally sponsored 
by the following Member States: 

(a) A/C.4/31/L.45: Algeria, Benin, Burundi, Chad, 
Comoros, Congo, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Mada
gascar, Mali, Mexico, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Papua New Guinea, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia and 
Zambia; 

(b) A/C .4/31/L.46: Algeria, Benin, Bulgaria, Burundi, 
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, 
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Iraq, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, 
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

9. At its 49th meeting, on 14 December, the Fourth 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.45 with
out objection (see para. 11 below, draft resolution A). 

10. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.4/31/L.46 by a recorded vote of 121 to 1, 
with h abstentions (see para 11 below, draft resolution B). 

:ng was as follows: 

In faFour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indo
nesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Luxem
bourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Pnncipe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Israel, Malawi, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 

Recommendations of the Fourth Committee 

11. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

Question of Southern Rhodesia 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of Southern Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe), 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (A/31/23 
(part I) and Corr.1, A/31/23 (parts Il-V), A/31/23/ Add.1 
and 2), 

Having heard the statement of the representative of the 
administering Power (41st meeting), 

Taking into account the report of the Ad Hoc Group 
established by the Special Committee at its 1029th 
meeting, on 1 April 1976 (A/31/23/ Add.1, annex I), 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970 containing the pro-
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gramme of action for the full implementation of the 
Declaration, as well as all other resolutions relating to the 
question of Southern Rhodesia adopted by the General 
Assembly, the Security Council and the Special Committee, 

Bearing in mind that the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the 
administering Power, has the primary responsibility for 
putting an end to the critical situation in Southern 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) which, as repeatedly affirmed by the 
Security Council, constitutes a threat to international peace 
and security, 

Reaffirming that any attempt to negotiate the future of 
Zimbabwe with the illegal regime on the basis of inde
pendence before majority rule would be in contravention of 
the inalienable rights of the people of the Territory and 
contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations and of resolution 1514 (XV), 

Taking note of the declared position of the administering 
Power that there shall be no independence before majority 
rule in Zimbabwe (see A/31/23/ Add.2, annex, para. 44), 

Reaffirming also its endorsement of the relevant pro
visions of the Dar es Salaam Declaration on Southern 
Africa, adopted by the Council of Mmisters of the 
Organization of African Unity at its ninth extraordinary 
session, held from 7 to 10 April 1975,1 

Endorsing the relevant provisions of the Political Declara
tion adopted by the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo 
from 16 to 19 August 1976, rei ating to sou them Africa 
(A/31/197,annex I), 

Taking note of the convening of the conference on 
Zimbabwe at Geneva, 

Condemning the illegal racist minority regime for its 
intensified oppression of the people of Zimbabwe, the 
arbitrary imprisonment and detention of political leaders 
and others, the illegal execution of freedom fighters and the 
continued denial of fundamental human rights, including in 
particular the wanton beating, torture and murder of 
innocent villagers, arbitrary criminal measures of collective 
punishment and measures designed to create an apartheid 
State in Zimbabwe, 

Commending the firm de~ermination of the people of 
Zimbabwe, under the leadership of their national liberation 
movement, to achieve freedom and independence, 

L Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Zimbabwe to self-determination, freedom and inde
pendence and the legitimacy of their struggle to secure by 
all the means at their disposal and enjoyment of that right 
as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in 
conformity with the objectives of General Assembly reso
lution 1514 (XV); 

2. Reaffirms the principle that there should be no 
independence before majority rule in Zimbabwe and that 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thzrtieth Sess1on, 
Supplement No. 23, chap. IX, annex, para. 99. 

any settlement relating to the future of the Territory must 
be worked out with the full participation of the people of 
Zimbabwe and in accordance with their true aspirations; 

3. Strong(v condemns the illegal racist minority regime 
for its continued brutal and repressive measures perpetrated 
against the people of Zimbabwe and in particular the 
wanton killings of Africans carried out by the regime within 
and outside Zimbabwe; 

4. Further strongly condemns the illegal racist minority 
regime for its systematic acts of aggression against neigh
bouring African States; 

5. Calls upon the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in the discharge of its 
primary responsibility as the administering Power, to take 
all effective measures to enable Zimbabwe to accede to 
independence in accordance with the aspirations of the 
majority of the population and not under any circum
stances to accord to the illegal regime any of the powers or 
attributes of sovereignty; 

6. Commends to the administering Power for appro
priate action the relevant sections of the report of the Ad 
Hoc Group established by the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples at its 1029th meeting, on I April 
1976; 

7. Firmly supports the people of Zimbabwe in their 
struggle to achieve majority rule; 

8. Demands: 

(a) The termination forthwith of the executions of 
freedom fighters being carried out by the illegal Smith 
regime; 

(b) The unconditional and immediate release of all 
political prisoners, detainees and restrictees, the removal of 
all restrictions on political activity and the establishment of 
full democratic freedom and equality of political rights, as 
well as the restoration to the population of fundamental 
human rights; 

(c) The discontinuance forthwith of all repressive 
measures, in particular the brutality committed in the 
"operational area", the arbitrary closure of African areas, 
the eviction, transfer and resettlement of Africans and the 
creation of so-called protected villages, and the persecution 
of Christian missionaries supporting the cause of the 
liberation of Zimbabwe; 

(d) The cessation of the influx of foreign immigrants into 
the Territory and the immediate withdrawal of all mer
cenaries therefrom; 

9. Calls upon all States to take all necessary and 
effective measures to prevent advertisement for, and re
cruitment of, mercenaries for Southern Rhodesia; 

10. Requests all States, directly and through their action 
in the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
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the United Nations system of which they are members, as 
well as the non-governmental organizations concerned and 
the various programmes within the United Nations system, 
to ex tend, in consultation and co-operation with the 
Organization of African Unity, to the people of Zimbabwe 
and their national liberation movement all the moral, 
material, political and humanitarian assistance necessary in 
their struggle for the restoration of their inalienable rights; 

11. Invites all Governments, the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system, the 
United Nations bodies concerned and non-governmental 
organizations having a special interest in the field of 
decolonization, as well as the Secretary-General, to take 
steps, as appropriate, to give widespread and continuous 
publicity through all the media at their disposal to 
information on the situation in Zimbabwe and on the 
relevant decisions and actions of the United Nations, with 
particular reference to the application of sanctions against 
illegal regime; 

12. Expresses the hope that the conference on Zim
babwe at Geneva will succeed in establishing the conditions 
for early independence on the basis of ml\iority rule, in 
accordance with the relevant resolutions adopted by the 
United Nations; 

13. Requests the Government of the United Kingdom, 
in keeping with its express readiness to do so, to co-operate 
with the Special Committee in the discharge of the mandate 
entrusted to the latter by the General Assembly, and to 
report thereon to the Special Committee and to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

14. Requests the Special Committee to keep the situa
tion in the Territory under review as a matter of priority 
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session. 

B 

The General Assemb~Y. 

Having adopted resolution A above on the question of 
Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), 

Strongly deploring the increasing collaboration, in vio
lation of Article 25 of the Charter of the United Nations 
and of the relevant decisions of the United Nations, which 
certain States, particularly South Africa, maintain with the 
illegal racist minority regime, thereby seriously impeding 
the effective application of sanctions and other measures 
taken thus far against the illegal regime, 

Seriously concerned at the continued importation of 
chrome and nickel into the United States of America from 
Southern Rhodesia, in violation of the relevant decisions of 
the Security Council and in disregard of the related 
resolutions of the General Assembly,, 

Deeply disturbed at recent reports of widespread vio
lations of United Nations sanctions, including the operation 
of Southern Rhodesian aircraft for international passenger 
and cargo traffic, as well as the continued functioning of 
infor·1ation and airline offices of the illegal regime outside 

Southern Rhodesia and the resultant influx of foreign 
tourists into the Territory, 

Considering that developments in the area call in par
ticular for positive, concerted international action with a 
view to imposing maximum isolation on the illegal regime, 

Reaffirming its conviction that the sanctions will not put 
an end to the illegal racist minority regime unless they are 
comprehensive, mandatory and effectively supervised, en
forced and complied with, particularly by South Africa, 

Noting with appreciation the decision of the Government 
of Mozambique to close its borders with Sou them Rhodesia 
and to impose sanctions against the illegal racist minority 
regime in compliance with the relevant decisions of the 
Security Counci1,2 

1. Strongly condemns those Governments, particularly 
the racist regime of South Africa, for their policies which, 
in violation of the relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations and in open contravention of their specific obliga
tions under Article 2, paragraph 5, and Article 25 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, continue to collaborate with 
the illegal racist minority regime, and calls upon those 
Governments to cease forthwith all such collaboration; 

2. Condemns all violations of the mandatory sanctions 
imposed by the Security Council, as well as the continued 
failure of certain Member States to enforce those sanctions 
strictly, as being contrary to the obligations assumed by 
them under Article 2, paragraph 5, and Article 25 of the 
Charter; 

3. Condemns the continued importation of chrome and 
nickel from Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) into the United 
States of America, and calls upon the Government of the 
United States to repeal speedily all legislation permitting 
such importation; 

4. Calls upon all Governments which thus far have not 
done so: 

(a) To take stringent enforcement measures to ensure 
strict compliance by all individuals, associations and bodies 
corporate under their jurisdiction with the sanctions im
posed by the Security Council and to prohibit any form of 
collaboration by them with the illegal regime. 

(b) To take effective steps to prevent or discourage the 
emigration to Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) of any 
individuals or groups of individuals under their jurisdiction; 

(c) To discontinue any action which might confer a 
semblance of legitimacy on the illegal reg1me, inter alia, by 
forbidding the operation and activities of Air Rhodesia, the 
Rhodesia National Tourist Board and the Rhodesian Infor
mation Office, or any other activities which contravene the 
aims and purposes of the sanctions: 

(d) To invalidate passports and other documents for 
travel to the Territory; 

2 See Ofjicwl Records of the Security Council, Thirty-first Year, 
Supplement for January, February and March 1976, document 
S/12004 and Add. I. 
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5. Highly commends the action taken by the Govern
ment of Mozambique in closing its borders with Southern 
Rhodesia and imposing total sanctions against the Smith 
regime, and considers that that action constitutes an 
important contribution in support of the liberation struggle 
in Zimbabwe and towards the maximum Isolation of the 
illegal regime: 

the Government of Mozambique as well as to the Govern
ment of Zambia; 

8. Reiterates its conl'zctwn that the scope of the 
sanctions against the illegal regime must be widened to 
include all the measures envisaged under Article 41 of the 
Charter and requests the Security Council to consider 
taking the necessary measures in that regard as a matter of 
urgency: 

6. Requests all States. directly and through their action 
in the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system of which they are members, and 
the vanous programmes within the United Nations system 
to extend to the Government of Mozambique all forms of 
financial, technical and matenal assistance in order to 
enable it to overcome any economic difficulties in 
connexwn with its application of economic sanctions 
against the Illegal regime; 

9. Requests the Special Committee on the SituatiOn 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countnes and 
Peoples to follow the implementation of the present 
resolution and mvites the Security Council Committee 
established in pursuance of resolutiOn ~53 ( 1968) con
cerning the question of Southern Rhodesia to continue to 
co-operate in the related work of the Special Committee. 

7. Further requests the Security Council to undertake a 
periodic review of the question of economic assistance to 

Document No. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 05th plenary meeting, on ~0 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions A and B submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/447, 
para. 11 ). Draft resolu !IOn A was adopted without a vote and draft resolution B was 
adopted by 124 votes to none, with 7 abstentions. For the final texts, see resolutions 
31/154 A and 31/154 B.3 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 86 which 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or descnption Observations and rcferf'nces 

A/31/ 23 (parT I) and Coir. I, 
A/31/23 (parb li-V) and 
A/31/23/Add I and 2 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation \\ Jth regard to thP 
lmplementatwn ot the· DeclaratiOn on the Grantmg of Independence to 
Coloma! C'ountrie~ and People; (chaps. I, II and IV-VIII) 

MmwogrJplll'd. For the· printed 
te:-.t, "'C Officwl Records oj 
the General Assemblv, 
Thirty-first Sesswn. Suppic-

A/31 /61-S/12005 

A/3 J /6 2-S/1 2008 

A/31/66-S/12021 

A/31 /71-S/12025 

A/31/77-S/12039 

A/31/155 

AjJl/197 

Letter dated 8 March 1976 from the representative of Mozambique to the 
Secretary-General 

Letter dated 8 March 1976 from the representative of Nigena to the 
Sccrctary-Ccneral 

letter dated 17 March 1976 from the representative of Rwanda to the 
Sec ret ary -(;en era! 

Letter dated 25 March 1976 from the repre~cntat1ve of Algena to the 
Secretary-( ;cneral 

ment !v'o. 23 ( A/31 I 23/ 
Rev I). chap,. I, II and 
IV-Vlll 

Sec Official Records ol thP Se
cuntl' Council, Tlwn·-(irst 
YeaY, Supplement · for 
Januarv, Fehruarv anJ March 
1976 - . 

Ibid. 

Ibzd. 

!bul. 

Letter cbtcd 5 Apnl 1976 from the representatiVe of Luxembourg to the !bid, Supplement j(>r 4pril, 
Secrl't.ny-Gcneral May and June 19 76 

Letter dated 20 July 1976 from the repre,entanve of the Federal Republic Mimeographed 
ot Germany to the Secretary-General 

Letter dated I September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the Ditto 
Secretary-Gcnc·Ial 



6 

Document No. 

A/31/237 

A/31/258 

A/31/274-S/1~217 

A/C.4/31 /6 

A/C.4/31 /L.45 

A/C.4/31/L.46 

General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

Title or descriptwn 

Letter dated 30 September 1976 from the representative or Turkey to the 
Secretary-General 

Note verbale dated 4 October 1976 from the representative of Ghana to 
the Secretary-General 

Ll'ltcr dated 19 October 1976 from the repre,entativc of the Netherlands 
to the Secretary-General 

Requc~t for hearing 

Draft rc'>olutwn 

Draft rc~olutwn 

Observations and references 

Ditto 

Ditto 

See Official Records of the 
Security Council, Thirty-first 
Year, Supplement for Octo
ber, November and December 
1976 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/447, para. 8 (a) and 
para. 11, draft resolution A 

Idem, para. 8 (b) and para. 11. 
draft resolution B 

Utho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Official Records 

Agenda item 87 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

NEW YORK. 1976 

Agenda item 87:* Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia 
and in all other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial 
discrimination in southern Africa:** report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

CONTENTS 

Document No. Title Page 

A/31 /301 Report of the Fourth Committee 

Action taken by the General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Check list of documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

* For the discussion of this item, sec Official Records of the General Assemb~v. Thirty-first Session, Fourth Committee, 3rd to 9th 
meetings; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 55th meeting. 

** Since 1971, this que,tion ha~ been discussed by the General Assembly at the following sessiOns: twenty-sixth se,swn (agenda item 70), 
twenty-seventh session (item 67), twenty-eighth session (item 73), twenty-ninth session (item 68) and thirtieth session (item 90). 

DOCUMENT A/31/301 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting. on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Fourth Committee the item entitled: 

"Activities of foreign economic and other interests which 
are impeding the implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all 
other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to 
eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination 
in southern Africa: report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples". 

2. The Fourth Committee considered the item at its 3rd 
to 9th meetings, between 5 and 22 October 1976. 

3. At the 3rd meeting, on 5 October, the Rapporteur of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced 
chapter IV of the report of that Committee (A/31 /23 (part 
lll)), relating to the item. 

4. The general debate on the item took place at the 4th 
to 7th meetings, on 8 and I 2 October. 

[Original: English] 
[ 3 November 1976] 

5. At the 8th meeting, on 20 October, the represen
tatives of the Syrian Arab Republic, Mali and Benin 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.4/31/L.1 and Corr.1) 
which was finally sponsored by the following Member 
States: Algeria, Benin, Burundi, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslo
vakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, 
Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Yemen and Zambia. 

6. At its 9th meeting, on 22 October, the Fourth 
Committee rejected, by 86 votes to 32, with 13 absten
tions, a proposal by the representative of Belgium that a 
separate vote be taken on the tenth preambular paragraph 
and on operative paragraph 6 of the draft resolution. 

7. At the same meeting, the Fourth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.4/31/L.1 and Corr.1 by a recorded 
vote of 102 to 9, with 19 abstentions (see para. 8 below). 
The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bul
garia, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Com
oros, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
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Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, Equa
torial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German 
Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Re
public, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan
zania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Belgium, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Canada, Costa 
Rica, Denmark, El Salvador, Finland, Guatemala, Hon
duras, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Malawi, New Zealand, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

8. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Activities offoreign economic and other interests which are 
impeding the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all 
other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to 
eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination 
in southern Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Activities of foreign 
economic and other interests which are impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 
Southern Rhodesia and Namibia and in all other Territories 
under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colo
nialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa", 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to this question 
(A/31/23 (part Ill)), 

Taking into consideration the parts of the report of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia (A/31 /24) relating to 
this question, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen-

dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and its resolution 
2621 (XXV) of 1::! October 1970, containing the pro
gramme of action for the full implementation of the 
Declaration, as well as all other resolutions of the United 
Nations relating to the item, 

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administering 
Powers under the Charter of the United Nations to promote 
the political, economic, social and educational advancement 
of the inhabitants of the Territories under their adminis
tration and to protect the human and natural resources of 
those Territories against abuses, 

Reaffirming that any economic or other activity which 
impedes the implementation of the Declaration and 
obstructs efforts aimed at the elimination of colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa and 
other colonial Territories violates the political, economic 
and social rights and interests of the peoples of the 
Territories and is therefore incompatible with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter, 

Noting with profound concern thJt the colonial Powers 
and certain States, through their activities 111 the colonial 
Territories, have continued to disregard United Nations 
decisions related to the item and that they have failed to 
implement, in particular, General Assembly resolutions 
2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970 and 3398 (XXX) of 21 
November 1975, by which the Assembly called upon the 
colonial Powers and those Governments which had not yet 
done so to take legislative, administrative or tJther measures 
to put an end to enterprises in colonial Territones, 
particularly in Africa, which are owned by their nationals 
or by bodies corporate under their jurisdiction, whenever 
such enterprises are detrimental to the interests of the 
inhabitants of those Territmies, and to prevent new 
investments which mn counter to such interests, 

Condemning the intensified activities of those foreign 
economic, financial and other interests which continue to 
exploit the natural and human resources of the colorual 
Territories and to accumulate and repatriate huge profits to 
the detriment of the interests of the inhabitants, particu
larly in southern Africa, thereby nnpedmg the realization 
by the peoples of the Territories of their legitimate 
aspirations for self-determination and mdependcnce, 

Strongly condemning the support which the racist mi
nority regime of South Africa and the illegal racist minority 
regime in Southern Rhodef>i:J continue tu receive from 
those foreign economic, financial and other mterests which 
are collaborating with them in thei1 exploitation of the 
natural and human resources of, and in the further 
entrenchment of their illegal and racialiq domination over, 
the international Territory of Nam1hia and the Non-Self
Govermng Territory of Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), 
respectively, 

Deeply concerned at the growmg investments of foreign 
capital in the production of uranium and military eqJ;ip
ment and the extent of the nuclrar and military collabo
ration between the racist nunority regime of Suuth Africa 
and some Western and otbe1 countries, in particular, 
France, the Federal Repubhc of Ccrmany. Israel, the 
United Kingdom of Great Brital!l and Northern lrdand and 
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the United States of America, in providing the Pretoria 
regime with equipment and technology, which increases its 
nuclear and military capability and reflects the intensified 
support of foreign interests in South Africa's continued 
illegal occupation of Namibia, as well as South Africa's own 
growth as a nuclear and military Power, 

Concemed also at the fact that foreign economic, 
financial and other interests continue to deprive the 
indigenous populations of other colonial Territories, in
cluding those in the Caribbean and Pacific Ocean regions, of 
their rights over the wealth of their countries, and at the 
continued loss of owne1slup of land by the inhabitants of 
the Territones as a result of the unwillingness of adminis
tenng Powers to restrict the sale of land to foreigners, 

Conscious of the continued need to mobilize world pubhc 
opinion against the involvement of foreign economic, 
financial and other interests in the exploitation of the 
natural and human resources, which impedes the indepen
dence of colonial Territories, particularly in Africa, 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of 
dependent Territories to self-determination and indepen
dence and to the enjoyment of the natural resources of 
their Territories, as well as their right to dispose of those 
resources in their best interests: 

2. Reiterates that any admimstering or occupying Power 
which deprives the colonial peoples of the exercise of their 
legitimate nghts over their natural resources or subordinates 
the nghts and interests of those peoples to foreign 
economic and financial interests violates the solemn obliga
tions it has assumed under the Charter of the United 
Nations; 

3. Reaffirms that, by their depletive exploitation of 
natural resources, the continued accumulation and repatria
tion of huge profits and the use of those profits for the 
enrichment of foreign settlers and the entrenchment of 
colonial domination over the Territories, the activities of 
foreign economic, financial and other interests operating at 
present m the colonial Territories of southern Africa 
constitute a major obstacle to political independence and to 
the enjoyment of the natural resources of those Territories 
by the indigenous inhabitants; 

4. Condemns the activities of foreign economic and 
other interests in the colonial Territories impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial dis
crimination; 

5. Condemns the Governments which continue to 
support or collaborate with those foreign economic and 
other interests engaged in exploiting the natural and human 
resources of the Territories, thus violating the politicaL 
economic and social rights and interests of the indigenous 
peoples and obstructing the full and speedy implementation 
of the Declaration contained in General Assembly reso
lution 1514 (XV) in respect of those Territories, 

6. Strongly condemns the collaboration in both nuclear 
and military fields between the racist minority regime of 

South Africa and all countries, in particular France, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Israel, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britam and Northern Ireland and the United States 
of America, which continue to supply this regime with 
nuclear and military equipment and technology, thus 
increasing its nuclear and military potential, and calls upon 
all Governments, in particular France, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Israel, the United Kingdom and the United 
States, to refrain from extending facilities, directly or 
indirectly, to the racist minority regime of South Africa 
enabling it to produce uranium, plutonium and other 
nuclear materials, reactors or military equipment; 

7. Calls once again upon all Governments which have 
not done so to take legislative, administrative or other 
measures in respect of their nationals and the bodies 
corporate under their jurisdiction who own and operate 
enterprises in colonial Territories, particularly in Africa, 
which are detrimental to the interests of the inhabitants of 
those Terntories, in order to put an end to such enterprises 
and to prevent new investments that run counter to the 
interests of the inhabitants of those Territories; 

8. Condemns all Governments violating the mandatory 
sanctions imposed by the Security Council against the 
illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia, as well 
as the continued failure of certain Member States to 
enforce those sanctions, as being contrary to the obligations 
assumed by them under Article 25 of the Charter; 

9. Requests all States to take effective measures to end 
the supply of funds and other forms of assistance, including 
military supplies and equipment, to those regimes which 
use such assistance to repress the peoples of the colonial 
Territories and their national liberation movements; 

I 0. Calls once again upon all States to discontinue all 
economic, financial or trade relations with South Africa 
concerning Namibia and to refrain from entering into 
economic, financial or other relations with South Africa, 
acting on behalf of or concerning Namibia, which may lend 
support to its continued illegal occupation of that Terri
tory; 

II. Strong(v condemns the racist minority regime of 
South Africa which, in violation of the relevant resolutions 
of the United Nations and in open contravention of its 
specific obligations under Article 25 of the Charter, 
contmues to collaborate with the illegal racist minority 
regime in Southern Rhodesia, and calls upon that Govern
ment to cease immediately all forms of collaboration with 
the illegal racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia; 

12. fm•ites all Governments and organizations within the 
United Nations system, having regard to the relevant 
provisions of the Declaration on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order, contained in General 
Assembly resolution 3201 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, and of the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, contained 
in Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974, to ensure, in particular, that the permanent sover
eignty of the colonial Territories over their natural re
sources is fully respected and safeguarded; 

13. Calls upon the administering Powers to abolish every 
discriminatory and unjust wage system which prevails in the 
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Territories under their administration and to apply in each 
Territory a uniform system of wages to all the inhabitants 
without any discrimination; 

indigenous populations by foreign monopolies and the 
support they render to the coloma list and racist regimes; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake, 
through the Office of Public Information of the Secretariat, 
a sustained and wide publicity campaign with a view to 
informing world public opinion of the facts concerning the 
pillaging of natural resources and the exploitation of the 

15. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to continue to examine this question and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
~ession. 

Document 1\'o. 

A/31/22/Add.2 

A/31/23 (part III) 

A/31/24 

A/ AC.1 09/540 

A/CA/31/L.l and 
Corr.l 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 55th plenary meeting, on 5 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 93 to 9, with 19 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted by 
the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/301, para.8). For the final text, see 
resolution 31/7.1 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 31J. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda item 8 7 wh1ch 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Relations between Israel and South Africa· report of the Specwl 
Committee against Apartheid 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation wtth regard to the 
Implementation of the DeclaratiOn on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countnes and Peoples (chap. IV) 

Report of the Umted Nations Council for Namibia 

Resolution adopted by the Special Committee at its I 055th mectmg, on 13 
September 1976 

Draft resolution 

Obserl'utwns anJ references 

Mtmcographed. l·or the printed 
te"t· "'c OjfLcwl Records of 
the General Assemhlt•. Thirtl'
first Session, Szippleme;zt 
No. 22A (A/31/22/Add.1-3) 

Idem, Supplement No. :!3 (A/ 
31 /23/Rev.1 ). chap. IV 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 24 

Mimeographed. For the printed 
te>.t. ;ee Ojjicwl Records of 
the General Assemhlv. Tlurtl'
first SeSSion, Supplement 
No. 23 (A/31/~3/Rev.1), 
chap. IV, para. 9 

For the 'ponsor' and the text, 
'"c A/31/301, pJra,. 5 and 8 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/353 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31/250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the following items: 

"88. Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the 
international institutions associated with the 
United Nations: 
"(a) Report of the Special Committee on the 

Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples; 

"(b) Reports of the Secretary-General. 

"12. Report of the Economic and Social Council." 

2. At the same meeting, the General Assembly decided 
to allocate to the Fourth Committee agenda item 88, 
together with chapter VII, section E, of the report of the 
Economic and Social Council on the work of its organiza
tional session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first 
sessions (A/31/3), relating to the item. 

[Original: English] 
[26 November 1976] 

3. At its 3rd meeting, on 5 October 1976, the Fourth 
Committee decided to hold a general debate covering 
agenda items 25, 84, 88 and 12, 89 and 90, on the 
understanding that individual draft resolutions on matters 
covered by those items would be considered separately. 

4. The Fourth Committee considered items 88 and 12 at 
its I Oth to 25th meetings, between 26 October and 15 
November 1976. 

5. At the lOth meeting, the Rapporteur of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples introduced chapter VI of 
the report of that Committee (A/31/23 (part V)), relating to 
item 88. 

6. The Committee also had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Reports of the Secretary-General relating to the 
items, submitted in pursuance of paragraph 12, subpara
graphs (a) and (b), of Gerteral Assembly resolution 
3421 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 (A/31/65 and Add.l-5 
and A/31 /238); 
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(b) Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the Permanent 
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the docu
ments of the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries (A/31/197). 

7. At the 22nd meeting, on 11 November, the represen
tative of the World Health Organization provided the 
Fourth Committee with information on the related activi
ties of his organization to supplement that which was 
included in the above-mentioned report of the Secretary
General (A/31 /65 and Add.1-5). 

8. The general debate covering the agenda items referred 
to in paragraph 3 above took place at the 11th to 24th 
meetings, between 28 October and 12 November. 

9. At the 22nd meeting, the representative of Bulgaria 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.4/31 /L.4 ), which was 
finally sponsored by the following Member States: Benin, 
Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad, 
Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sao Tome and Prin
cipe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

10. At its 25th meeting, on 15 November, the Fourth 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.4/31 /L.4 by a 
recorded vote of 124 to none, with 5 abstentions (see 
para. 11 below). The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bar
bados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, 
Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, 
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozam
bique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Ro
mania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Malawi, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of America. 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

11. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the 
specialized agencies and the international institutions 
associated with the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies 
and the international institutions associated with the 
United Nations", 

Recalling the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in 
its resolution 1514(XV) of 14 December 1960, and the 
programme of action for the full implementation of the 
Declaration contained in its resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12 
October 1970, as well as all other relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council, 

Having examined the reports submitted on the item by 
the Secretary-General (A/31 /65 and Add.1-5, A/31 /238), 
the Economic and Social Council (A/31/3, chap. VII, 
sect. E) and the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (A/31 /23 (part V)), 

Taking into account the positions of the national libera
tion movements of the colonial Territories in Africa on this 
item, as explained to the Special Committee and to the Ad 
Hoc Group established by the Committee at its 1029th 
meeting on 1 April 1976 (see A/31/23/ Add.l ), which 
visited a number of African countries in May 1976, and 
conscious of the urgent and pressing need of the peoples 
concerned for concrete assistance from the specialized 
agencies and other organizations within the United Nations 
system, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations system 
to take all effective measures, within their respective 
spheres of competence, to ensure the full and speedy 
implementation of the Declaration and other relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, particularly in the 
provision of moral and material assistance, on a priority 
basis, to the peoples of the colonial Territories and their 
nationallibera tion movements, 

Noting with concern that, although progress has been 
maintained in the extension of assistance to refugees from 
the colonial Territories in Africa, the actions taken hitherto 
by the organizations concerned in the provision of as-
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sistance to the peoples of the Territories through their 
national liberation movements continue to remain inade· 
quate to meet the urgent needs of these peoples, 

Noting with satisfaction the measures initiated by some 
of the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system, in particular the World Food 
Programme and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, to provide assistance on a priority basis to the 
peoples of the Territories formerly administered by Por
tugal, and expressing its appreciation to the Secretary· 
General for the imtiative he has taken in that regard, 

Expressing its appreciation to the General Secretariat of 
the Organization of African Unity for the continued 
co-operation and assistance extended by it to the organi· 
zations within the United Nations system in connexion 
with the implementation of the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations, 

Mindful of the necessity to keep under continuous review 
the activities of the specialized agencies and other organi
zations within the United Nations system in the implemen
tation of the various United Nations decisions relating to 
decoloniza tion, 

1. ApproJJes the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item 
( A../31 /23 (part V)); 

2. Reaffirms that the recognition by the General Assem
bly, the Security Council and other United Nations organs 
of the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples to 
achieve freedom and independence entails, as a corollary, 
the extension by the organizations within the United 
Nations system of all the necessary moral and material 
assistance to the peoples of the colonial Territories and 
their national liberation movements; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized 
agencies and organizations within the United Nations 
system which have continued to co-operate in varying 
degrees with the United Nations in the implementation of 
the Declaration and other relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly; 

4. Expresses its concern that the assistance extended so 
far by the specialized agencies and other organizations 
within the United Nations system to the colonial peoples, 
particularly those of Zimbabwe and Namib1a, and to their 
national liberation movements is far from adequate in terms 
of the actual needs of the peoples concerned; 

5. Regrets that the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund have not yet taken the necessary measures 
towards the full and speedy implementation of the Declara
tion and other relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly; 

6. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations within the United Nations system to render or 
continue to render, as a matter of urgency, all possible 
moral and material assistance to the colonial peoples in 
Africa struggling for their liberation from colonial rule; 

7. Recommends that the organizations concerned should 
initiate or broaden contacts and co-operation with the 
colonial peoples in consultation with the Organization of 
African Unity, review their procedures with respect to the 
formulation and preparation of assistance programmes and 
projects and introduce greater flexibility in these proce
dures so as to be able to e"xtend the necessary assistance 
without delay to help the colonial peoples and their 
national liberation movements in their struggle to exercise 
their inalienable right to self-determination and inde
pendence in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV); 

8. Urges once again the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system, in ac
cordance with the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council, to take all necessary 
measures to withhold any financial, economic, technical or 
other assistance from the Government of South Africa and 
the illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia, to discontinue all 
support to them until they restore to the peoples of 
Namibia and Zimbabwe their inalienable right to self-deter
mination and independence and to refrain from taking any 
action which might in1ply recognition of the legitimacy of 
the domination of the Territories by those regimes; 

9. Notes with satisfaction the arrangements made by 
several specialized agencies and organizations which enable 
representatives of the national liberation movements recog
nized by the Organization of African Unity to participate 
fully as observers in the proceedings relating to matters 
concerning their respective countries, and calls upon those 
international institutions which have not yet done so to 
follow this example and to make the necessary arrange
ments without delay; 

10. Recommends that all Governments should intensify 
their efforts in the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions within the United Nations system of which they are 
members to ensure the full and effective implementation of 
the Declaration and other relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations and, in that connexion, should accord priority to 
the question of providing assistance on an emergency basis 
to peoples in the colonial Territories and to their national 
liberation movements; 

11. Urges the executive heads of the specialized agencies 
and other organizations within the United Nations system, 
having regard to the recommendations contained in para
graph 7 above, to formulate with the active co-operation of 
the Organization of African Unity and to submit, as a 
matter of priority, to their governing and legislative organs 
concrete proposals for the full implementation of the 
relevant United Nations decisions, in particular specific 
programmes of assistance to the peoples in the colonial 
Territories and their national liberation movements; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To prepare for submission to the relevant bodies 
concerned with related aspects of the present item, with the 
assistance of the specialized agencies and other organi
zations within the United Nations system, a report on the 
action taken since the circulation of his previous report in 
implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations, including the present resolution; 
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(b) To continue to assist the specialized agencies and 
other organizations within the United Nations system in 
working out appropriate measures for implementing the 
present resolution and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

Committee, appropriate ·measures for co-ordination of the 
policies and activities of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system in imple
menting the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly; 

13. Requests the Economic and Social Council to 
continue to consider, in consultation with the Special 

14. Requests the Special Committee to continue to 
examine this question and to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

Document No. 

N31/3 

A/31/23 (part V) 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 82nd plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 120 to none, with 5 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/353, para. 11). For the final text, see 
resolution 31/30.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty· first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents pertaining to agenda items 88 and 12 
which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its 
organizational session for 1976 and of its sixtieth and sixty-first sessions 

Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (chap. VI) 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3 

Ibid., Supplement No. 23 
(A/31/23/Rcv.l), chap. VI 

A/31/65 and Add.1-5 

A/31/197 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Letter dated 1 September 1976 from the representative of Sri Lanka to the 
Secretary-General 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

N31/238 

A/C.4/31/L.4 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Utho in United Natiolll, New York 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/353, paras. 9 and 11 
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DOCUMENT A/31/354 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Fourth Committee the item entitled "United Nations 
Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa: 
report of the Secretary-General". 

2. At its 3rd meeting, on 5 October 1976, the Fourth 
Committee decided to hold a general debate covering 
agenda items 25, 84, 88 and 12, 89 and 90, on the 
understanding that individual draft resolutions on matters 
covered by those items would be considered separately. 

3. The Fourth Committee considered item 89 at its lOth 
to 25th meetings, between 26 October and 15 November 
1976. 

4. The Committee had before it the report of the 
Secretary-General relating to the item (A/31 /268). 

5. The general debate covering the items referred to in 
paragraph 2 above took place at the 11th to 24th meetings, 
between 28 October and 12 November. 

6. At the 19th meeting, on 9 November, the Chairman 
drew attention to a draft resolution on the item (A/C.4/ 
31/L.2). 

7. At the 23rd meeting, on 12 November, the represen
tative of Canada introduced draft resolution A/C.4/31 /L.2, 

[Original: English] 
[26th November 1976] 

which was finally sponsored by the following Member 
States: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Chad, 
Colombia, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United States of America, Upper Volta, Vene
zuela, Zaire and Zambia. 

8. At its 25th meeting, on 15 November, the Fourth 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C .4/31 /L.2 without 
objection (see para. 9 below). 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

9. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

United Nations Educational and Training Programme 
for Southern Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions on the United Nations Educa
tional and Training Programme for Southern Africa, in 
particular resolution 3422 (XXX) of 8 December I 975, 
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
Programme for 1975/76 (A/31 /268), 

Taking note with satisfaction of the increase in contribu
tions to the Programme which permitted the continuance in 
1975/76 of a substantial level of assistance, in the form of 
individual awards, for the education of persons from the 
Territories concerned, 

Recognizing however that, because of significant increases 
in the costs of educational and training awards, additional 
funds are essential if the Programme is to continue in 
operation at a satisfactory level, 

Considering that the Programme has been a significant 
and worth-while effort of the international community, and 
that a continuation and expansion of the Programme is 

desirable to meet the increased needs arising from recent 
developments in the Territories concerned, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to all those who have made 
voluntary contributions to the United Nations Educational 
and Training Programme for Southern Africa; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General and the Advisory 
Committee on the United Nations Educational and Training 
Programme for Southern Africa for the work they have 
accomplished in stre.ngthening and expanding the Pro
gramme; 

3. Appeals once again to all States, organizations and 
individuals to make generous contributions to the Pro
gramme in order to ensure its continuation and expansion, 
particularly during this most important period. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/268 

A/C.4/31/L.2 

At its 82nd plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31 /354, 
para. 9). For the final text, see resolution 31/31.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/354, paras. 7 and 9 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/355 

Report of the Fourth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee (A/31 /250), decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session and to allocate to the 
Fourth Committee the item entitled "Offers by Member 
States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories: report of the Secretary
General". 

2. At its 3rd meeting, on 5 October 1976, the Fourth 
Committee decided to hold a general debate covering 
agenda items 25, 84, 88 and 12, 89 and 90, on the 
understanding that individual draft resolutions on matters 
covered by those items would be considered separately. 

3. The Fourth Committee considered item 90 at its lOth 
to 25th meetings, between 26 October and 15 November 
1976. 

4. The Committee had before it the report of the 
Secretary-General relating to the item (A/31/287). 

5. The general debate covering the items referred to in 
paragraph 2 above took place at the 11th to 24th meetings, 
between 28 October and 12 November. 

6. At the 24th meeting, on 12 November, the Chairman 
drew attention to a draft resolution (A/C.4/31/L.16), 
which was finally sponsored by the following Member 
States: Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Congo, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, 
Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Mexico, Mozam-

/Original: Fnglishj 
[26 November 1976] 

bique, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

7. At its 25th meeting, on 15 November, the Fourth 
Committee adopted draft resolution A/C .4/31 /L.16 with
out objection (see para. 8 below). 

Recommendation of the Fourth Committee 

8. The Fourth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Offers by Member States of study and training facilities 
for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3423 (XXX) of 8 December 1975, 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on 
offers by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/31/287), 
prepared under General Assembly resolution 845 (IX) of 22 
November 1954, 

Bearing in mind the continued need to provide educa
tional and training facilities at all levels for the inhabitants 

-of Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General; 
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2. Expresses its appreciation to those Member States 
which have made scholarships available to the inhabitants 
of Non-Self Governing Territories; 

3. Invites all States to make or continue to make 
generous offers of study and training facilities to the 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories, particularly 
those in southern Africa and, whenever possible, to provide 
travel funds to prospective students; 

4. Requests the administering Powers to ensure the 
widespread and continuous dissemination in the Territories 
under their administration of information relating to offers 

of study and training facilities made by States and to 
provide all the necessary facilities to enable students to 
avail themselves of such offers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution; 

6. Draws the attention of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to the present resolution. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/287 

NC.4/31/L.16 

At its 82nd plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/355, 
para. 8). For the final text, see resolution 31/32.1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/351 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 26th and 27th meetings, on 9 and 10 November 
1976, the Fifth Committee considered the financial reports 
and accounts for the year ended 31 December 1975 and the 
reports of the Board of Auditors concerning the United 
Nations (A/31/7 and Corr.1-3, vol. I), the International 
Trade Centre (ibid., vol. II), the United Nations University 
(ibid., vol. III), the United Nations Development Pro
gramme (A/31/7/Add.1), the United Nations Children's 
Fund (A/31/7/Add.2), the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(A/31/7/Add.3 and Corr.1), the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research (A/31/7/Add.4), the voluntary 
funds administered by the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees (A/31/7/Add.S), the Fund of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (A/31/7/Add.6 
and Corr .1) and the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (A/31/7 /Add. 7). 

2. The report of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions covering nine sets of 
reports and accounts (A/31/140) and the report covering 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

[Original: English] 
[24 November 1976] 

Refugees in the Near East (A/31/140/ Add. I) were also 
before the Committee. 

3. At the 26th meeting, the Chairman of the Board of 
Auditors orally introduced the reports mentioned in para
graph 1 above. 

4. In so doing, the Chairman noted, inter alia, that the 
Board, for the first time, had in certain instances qualified 
its opinion in order to present to the General Assembly an 
accurate picture of the fmancial situation as at 31 De
cember 1975, in keeping with internationally accepted 
accounting principles. The Board had also decided to set up 
a high-level Audit Operations Committee which would plan 
the audit work on a unified and integrated basis, review all 
audits, prepare reports in a consistent manner and establish 
common auditing standards. Moreover, it hoped to com
plete by 1978 an audit manual which would incorporate 
those auditing standards. The manual would also provide 
background information and guidelines which would assist 
developing countries in establishing their own audit sys
tems. Finally, the Board, while continuing transaction 

AnnP.xP.~ rxxxn Ql 
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auditing, had decided to shift its emphasis to systems-based 
auditing. Under this new approach, in addition to identify
ing irregularities in fmancial transactions in the traditional 
way, the Board would immediately formulate recommenda
tions to the officials concerned and check on their 
implementation. 

5. At the same meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee introduced the reports of the Advisory Com
mittee (A/31/140 and Add.1). In so doing, he referred, 
inter alia, to the innovations which the Board of Auditors 
had decided to introduce and noted that the Advisory 
Committee had been given to understand by the Board that 
no additional expenditures were expected to arise with 
respect to those innovations, at least during the experi
mental period. The Advisory Committee intended to 
monitor developments in that area in the context of its 
annual meetings with the Board. 

6. The comments made and reservations stated by 
delegations in the course of the discussion on the different 
reports, as well as the responses of the Chairman of the 
Board of Auditors and agency representatives to queries 
raised, are reflected in the summary records of the Fifth 
Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.26 and 27). 

7. At its 26th and 27th meetings, the Fifth Committee 
adopted, without objection, 10 draft resolutions concerning 
the item (see para. 8 below, draft resolutions A to J). 

Recommendotions of the Fifth Committee 

8. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

FINANCIAL REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS, AND 
REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF AUDITORS 

A 

United Nations 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the financial report and accounts of the 
United Nations for the biennium 1974-1975 and the audit 
opinion of the Board of Auditors (A/31/7 and Corr.1-3, 
vol. I, chaps. I-III); 

2. Concurs with the observations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as set 
forth in its report (A/31/140, paras. 3-14); 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take such remedial 
action as may be required by the comments made by the 
Board of Auditors in its report (A/31/7 and Corr.1-3, vol.I, 
chap. IV). 

B 

International Trade Centre 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the fmancial reports and accounts of the 
International Trade Centre for the years 197 4 and 197 5 

and the respective audit opinions of the Board of Auditors 
(ibid., vol. II, chaps. I-VI); 

2. Concurs with the observations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as set 
forth in its report (A/31/140, paras. 15 and 16); 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take such remedial 
action as may be required by the comments made by the 
Board of Auditors in its report (A/31/7 and Corr.l-3, vol.II, 
chap. Vli). 

c 

United Nations University 

The General Assembly 

l. Accepts the financial report and accounts of the 
United Nations University for the biennium 1974-1975 and 
the audit opinion of the Board of Auditors (ibid., vol. III, 
chaps. I-III); 

2. Concurs with the comments of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as set 
forth in its report (A/31/ 140, paras. 33 and 34); 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take such remedial 
action as may be required by the comments made by the 
Board of Auditors in its report (A/31/7 and Corr.1-3, 
vol. Ill, chap. IV). 

D 

United Nations Development Programme 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the financial report and accounts of the 
United Nations Development Programme for the year 
ended 31 December 1975 and the audit opinion of the 
Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.l, chaps. I-III); 

2. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
set forth in its report (A/31/140, paras. 17-20); 

3. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme to take such remedial action as 
may· be required by the comments made by the Board of 
Auditors in its report (A/31/7/Add.1, chap. IV). 

E 

United Nations Children 's Fund 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the fmancial report and accounts of the 
United Nations Children's Fund for the year 1975 and the 
audit opinions of the Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.2, 
part one, chaps. I-III, and part two, chaps. I-III); 

2. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
set forth in its report (A/31/140, paras. 21-24); 
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3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Children's Fund to take such remedial action as may 
be required by the comments made by the Board of 
Auditors in its reports {A/31/7/Add.2, part one, chap. IV, 
and part two, chap. IV). 

F 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the accounts of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
for the year ended 31 December 1975 and the audit 
opinion of the Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.3 and 
Corr.l, chap. I, paras. 11 and 12, and chap. II); 

2. Requests the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East to take such remedial action as may be 
required by the comments made by the Board of Auditors 
in its report {ibid., chap. I, paras. 1-10). 

G 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the financial report and accounts of the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research for the 
year ended 31 December 1975 and the audit opinion of the 
Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.4, chaps. I-III); 

2. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
set forth in its report {A/31/140, paras. 25-27); 

3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Institute for Training and Research to take such 
remedial action as may be required by the comments made 
by the Board of Auditors in its report (A/31/7/Add.4, 
chap. IV). 

H 

Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the accounts of the voluntary funds ad
ministered by the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees for the year ended 31 December 1975 and the 
audit opinion of the Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.5, 
chaps. I and II); 

2. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees to take such remedial action as may be required 
by the comments made by the Board of Auditors in its 
report (ibid., chap. III). 

I 

Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the financial report and accounts of the Fund 
of the United Nations Environment Programme for the year 
ended 31 December 1975 and the audit opinion of the 
Board of Auditors (A/31/7 I Add.6 and Corr.l, chaps. I-IV); 

2. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
set forth in its report (A/31/140, paras. 29-31); 

3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Environment Programme to take such remedial actit>n 
as may be required by the comments made by the Board of 
Auditors in its report (A/31/7/Add.6 and Corr.l, chap. V). 

J 

United Nations Fund for Population Activities 

The General Assembly 

1. Accepts the fmancial report and accounts of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities for the year 
ended 31 December 1975 and the audit opinion of the 
Board of Auditors (A/31/7/Add.7, chaps. I-III); 

2. Takes note of the observations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as 
set forth in its report {A/31/140, para. 32); 

3. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions Fund for Population Activities to take such remedial 
action as may be required by the comments made by the 
Board of Auditors in its report (A/31/7/Add.7, chap. IV). 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 81st plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions A to J submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report {A/31/351, 
para. 8). For the final text, see resolutions 31/22 A to J.l 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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A/31/7/ Add.1 
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A/31/7/Add.3 and Corr.1 
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United Nations: fmancial report and accounts for the biennium 1974-1975 
ended 31 December 1975 and report of the Board of Auditors (3 vols.) 

United Nations Development Programme: financial report and accounts for 
the year ended 31 December 1975 and report of the Board of Auditors 

United Nations Children's Fund: fmancial report and accounts for the year 
1975 and reports of the Board of Auditors 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
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of the Board of Auditors 

Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme; financial report and 
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of Auditors 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

Draft report of the Fifth Committee 

Litho in United Nations, New York 
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76-36606-April 1977-2,000 



United Nat ions Agenda item 9 2 

ANNEXES GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

0 fficial Records NEW YORK, 1976 

Document No. 

A/311319 

A/31/321 

A/311321/ Add. I 

A/31/341 

A/31/344 

A/31/346 

A/31/350 

A/31/363 

A/31/366 

A /31/396 

A/311402 

A/31/404 

A/31/421 

A/31/422 

A/31/423 

A/31 / 424 

A/311425 

A/31/426 

A/31/439 

A/31/440 

A/31/441 

Agenda item 92 :~ Programme budget for the biennium~~ 1976-1977 

CONTENT 'I 

Title 

Adminis lralhe and financial implirariun,; of p•·opo·al, mad/' <luring the ~ .. ,,;ion 

Implications of the draft re~olution ~ ubmitt.:d h\ thl' FiN Committee in document A · 31 / 285 
(agenda items 31 and 32): report of the Ftfth Cl'f1111ltttc.: 

Implications of the draft rc\0lut1nn cllntamcc\ in d,Ktllncnt A i3 1rl. 11 tagenJa 1tcm 52): 
report of the Fifth Comrmttcc 

Implications of the draft resolution <.:ant ~incd in document A/311L.1 0/Rev . I (agenda 
item 52): reporr of the Fifth Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Implications of draft re,o!ution C submitted by the Special Political Committee in docu-
ment A/31 / 333 (agenda item 53): report of the Fifth Committee . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Implications of the draft resolution subm itted by the '>i\th Committee in document A/31 / 292 
(agenda item 107). report of the Fifth Committee 

Implications of the draft re,olution contained in document A/ 31 / L.20 (agenda item 27): 
report of the Ftfth Committe~ ......... . 

Implication~ of the draft re<;o]ution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A 131 / 347 
(agenda item 110): report of the Frfth Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

Implications of draft re-.oluti0m J\ ' ~nd V nnd draft decrsion I submitted lw the Second 
Committee in document A 311338/ Add.:! (agenda item 12): report ~f the Fifth 
Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 

Implications of draft rc,olution' IX and XV 'iUhrllltted by the Fourth Committee in docu-
ment A/31/362 (agcmla item 25): report of the Fifth Committee .............. . 

Implicatiom of the draft re,olutton cont.: incd ur document A/3l/L.4 Utgend.l Jtcm 30): 
report of the F ifth C ommi\tec . ...... . 

Imphcations of draft resolution' l and ITT 5uhmtttcd by the Sixth Committee rn document 
A / 311390 (agenda item 108): teport of the Fifth Committee .......... . ... .. 

Implications of draft resolution II >LJhmitted hy the Third Committee in document A/31/273 
(agenda item 69): .report of the Fifth Committee ............... . ............ . 

Implications of the draft resolution >LibmitteJ h) tl1e nr,t Committee in document A / 31 1371 
(agenda item 34): report of the Frfth Commi ttee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Implications of the draft resolution -.ubmitted by t!Jc Frr>t Committee in document A/31/376 
(agenda item 39): report of the Fifth Committee ................................ . 

Implications of draft re;,olution B 'iubmitted by the First Committee in document A/31 / 386 
(agenda item 49 l: report of the Fifth Committe-e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Jmplicatiom of the draft re~olntion ' nhmitted hy the First Committee in document A / 3 I / 377 
(agenda item 40): report of the Fifth Committe-e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Implications of the draft rc~olution :; ubmitted by the Frr~ t Committee in document A / 31/384 
(agenda item 47): report of the Fifth Committee . . ............................... . 

Implications of the draft re;.o]ution ;,ubmitted by the Fin,t Committee in document A/31/387 
(agenda item 50): report of the Fifth Committee .. ............ ................. . 

lmplication\ of the draft resolution '>ubmitted by the Sixth Committee in dccument A/3 I 1370 
(agenda item 106): report of the Fifth Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Jmplicatiom of the draft re,olntion submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/311429 
(agenda item 113): report of the F ifth Committee . . . . . . . . . . . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31 / 430 
(agenda item 123): report of the Fifth Committee ............................. . 

Page 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

II 

12 

13 

13 

14 

15 

15 

16 

18 

18 

19 

*For the discussion of the item. see Official Rcc01ds of the General A.\Sc:mbly, Thilty-fir.\t Session. Fifth Committee, 5th to 
7th. lOth to 15th, 18th, 21st, 23rd to 25th. 27th, 3-Ith tn 36th. 39th. 4-Ith, 45 th , 47th. 48th, 50th to 53rd and 55th to 62nd meet
ing>, and ibid., Fifth Committee , Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and il>id ., Plenary Meetutgs, J07th meeting. 

** Thi> question, or that of the proposed biennial programme budget, was previously di>cussed by the Genera·! Asstmbly at 
the following se~siom: twenty-eighth session (agenda item 79), twenty-ninth session (item 73) 8nd thirtieth ses~ion (items 95 
and 96). 



2 6enet·a1 A,sembh·-Thirty-fit·•! Scssi011r-Annexes 
·~------------------------------

Document No. Title 

A/311442/Rev.1 Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/31/L.29 and A/3l/L.31 

A/311445 

A/31/446 

A/31/454 

A/31/456 

A/31/459 

A/311460 

A/31/463 

A/·311469 

A/311470 

(agenda item 25): report of the Fifth Committee ...................... , .......... . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Special Political Committee in docu-
ment A/31/419 (agenda item 54): report of the Fifth Committee ................... . 

Implication> of draft resolutions C and D submitted by the Special Political Committee 
in document A/31!399 (agenda item 55): report of the Fifth Committee ........... . 

Implications of draft resolutions I. II, III, IV, V, VI and VIII submitted by the Fourth 
Committee in document A/31/437 (agenda item 85): report of the Fifth Committee .... 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in document A/311413 
(agenda item 64): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in document A/311451 
(agenda item 57): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

Imolications of draft decisions I and III submitted by the Second Committee in document 
A/311335/Add.1 (agenda item 66): report of the Fifth Committee ................ . 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31/416 
(agenda item 68): report of the Fifth Committee ................................. . 

* 
* * 

E>tablishment of the United Natiom lndu~trial Development Fund: report of the Fifth 
Committee ................................................................... . 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Action taken by the General Assembly 

Check list of documents 

Advisory 
Committee 

CPC 

ECA 

ECLA 

ECWA 

ESCAP 

UNCTAD 

UNDP 

UNEP 
UNICEF 

UNIDO 

Abbreviations 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 

Economic Commission for Africa 

Economic Commission for Latin America 

Economic Commission for Western Asia 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

United Nations Development Programme 
United Nations Environment Programme 
United Nations Children's Fund 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

Administrative and financial implications of proposals made during the session 

DOCUMENT A/31/319 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/285 

(Agenda items 31 and 32) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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57 
57 

[Original: English] 
[4 November 1976] 

l. AI its 23rti meeting, on 4 November 1976, the 
Fiflh C0mmittee. in accordance with rule 153 of the 
1 ,1Jcs of p"Jcedure of the General Assembly. considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/36) 
nn the administrative and financial implications of the 

draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in 
its report (A/31/285, para. 14). 

2. By operative paragraphs l and 9 of the draft 
n:~olution . the General A~SL'mbly would endorse the 
report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
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Space1 and also the United Nations programme on 
space applications for 1977, as referred to in para
graph 46 of that report. By operative paragraph 13 the 
Assembly would request the Secretary-General, in the 
light of paragraph 73 of the Committee's report, to 
consider strengthening the Outer Space Affairs Divi
sion of the Secretariat. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General set forth 
in detail the activities planned for 1977 for the United 
Nations programme on space applications and estimated 
their total cost at $100,000, an amount which could be 
met within available resources. As regards the possible 
strengthening of the Outer Space Affairs Division, the 
Secretary-General stated that he had continued to keep 
the situation under review but had not found it possible 
to strengthen the Division by redeployment from within 

1 Of!,cial Reunds of the General As.1embly, Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 20. 

existing resources, and would continue to keep the 
situation under review, particularly in the context of 
the preparation of the programme budget for the bien
nium 1978-1979. Therefore, no additional appropria
tions for the biennium 197 6-1977 were sought to im
plement the proposed resolution. 

4. In an oral report to the Fifth Committee, the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee stated that the 
adoption of the draft resolution in question would not 
give rise to additional appropriations for the programme 
budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the First Committee, no addi
tional appropriations would be required for the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/321 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/31/1...11 

(Agenda item 52) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 24th meeting, on 5 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the ~tatement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/42) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution contained in document A/31 /L.11, 
regarding the programme of work of the Special Com
mitlec against Apartheid. 

,.., In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that the programme of work for 1977 of the Special 
Committee agam·,t Apartheid would require a total ex
penditur~ of $156.100; having regard to the amount 
of $99, I 00 available for 1977 within existing previsions, 
the adoption of the draft resolution would require an 
additional appropriation of $57,000 under section 3A 
of the programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

3. Jn an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the main cost clements in 
the Secretary-General's statement arose in respect of 
missions to Governments of Member States and to the 
headquarters of specialized agencies ( $35,200) and of 
the holding of a world conference for action against 
apartl1eid ( 82,300). The latter amount had been ar
rived at on the assumption that the conference would be 
held in New York; as indicated, however, in para
graph 12 of the Secretary-General's statement, the con
ference would, in fact, be held elsewhere and the 
Advisory Committee was of the opinion that General 
Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 
I 969 should be fully complied with in that respect. As 
regards conference-servicing costs estimated at ap-

[Original: English] 
[5 November 1976] 

proximately $25,000, the Secretary-General's represen
tative had indicated that that amount should be pro
visionally deleted, to be considered at a later date in 
a consolidated statement of revised conference-servicing 
costs for 1977. Therefore, the Advisory Committee 
suggested that the additional requirements to be rec
ommended at the current stage in respect of draft reso
lution A/31/L.ll amounted to $32,000. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution A 131 /L.ll, an additional appropriation 
of $32.000 would be required under section 3A of the 
programme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977, and 
that conference-servicing requirements, provisionally es
timated by the Secretary-General at approximately 
$ "?.5.000, would be considered by the Assembly in the 
context of its consideration of the total requirements 
of the revi~ed calendar of conferences for 1977. 

* * * 
5. One representative indicated that, had the deci

sion been put to the vote, he would have voted against it. 
Another representative, while supporting the programme 
of work of the Special Committee against Apartheid, 
regretted that the Secretary-General had not found it 
possible to absorb the requirements within existing re
sources. Another representative reserved his position 
with respect to the provision for representation of the 
Special Committee at a certain meeting. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/321/ADD.1 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/3l/L.JO;Rev.1 

(Agenda item 52) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 25th meeting, on 8 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31/ 43) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution contained in document A/31 /L.1 0 I 
Rev .I, regarding apartheid in sports. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General informed 
the Committee that the implementation of the provision 
of operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, under 
which the General Assembly would decide to establish 
an Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an Interna
tional Convention against Apartheid in Sports, would 
result in additional requirements of up to $28,900 in 
conference-servicing costs. However, the Secretary-Gen
eral was not requesting additional funds at the current 
stage but would, towards the close of the session, advise 
the General Assembly to what extent those costs could 
be absorbed within existing resources. 

[Original: English] 
[8 November 1976] 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Committee had noted 
that no additional funds were requested at the current 
stage, and that conference-servicing requirements of 
approximately $28,000 would be considered by the 
General Assembly at a later date in the context of its 
consideration of the total requirements of the revised 
calendar of conferences for 1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. 1he Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution A/31 /L.1 0 /Rev .1, no additional ap
propriation would be required at the current stage, and 
that conference-servicing requirements provisionally es
timated at $28,000 would be considered by the As
sembly in the context of its consideration of the total 
requirements of the revised calendar of conferences 
for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/341 

Implications of draft resolution C submitted by the Special Political Committee 
in document A/31!333 

(Agenda item 53) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 34th meeting, on 22 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee in accordance with rule 15 3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31/53) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution C submitted by the Special Political Com
mittee in its report (A/31/333, para. 17), regarding 
the Working Group on the Financing of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refu
gees in the Near East. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General informed 
the Committee that the draft resolution, by which the 
General Assembly would, inter alia, request the Work
ing Group to continue its efforts for the financing of the 
Agency for a further period of one year and request 
the Secretary-General to provide the necessary services 
and assistance to the Working Group, would result in 
additional requirements of up to $13,575 in conference
servicing costs. 

3. A representative of the Secretary-General orally 
informed the Fifth Committee that, since the meetings 

[Original: English] 
[22 November 1976] 

of the Working Group would be held as allowed by the 
1977 calendar of conferences, the related conference
servicing costs would be absorbed within available re
sources. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that, while the Secretary-Gen
eral's statement that conference-servicing costs could 
be absorbed constituted a departure from the procedure 
previously agreed to regarding conference-servicing re
quirements, the Committee took note of that statement 
and agreed therefore that the draft resolution had no 
financial implications. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided. without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution C of the Special Political Committee, 
no additional appropriation would be required. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/344 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/292 

(Agenda item 107) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 34th meeting, on 22 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement of administrative and financial implica
tions (A/C.S/31/44 and Corr.1) by the Secretary
General relating to the draft resolution submitted by 
the Sixth Committee in its report concerning the Con
ference of plenipotentiaries on succession of States in 
respect of treaties (A/31/292, para. 10). The Fifth 
Committee also had before it the related report of the 
Advisory Committee (A/3l/8/Add.8). 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the total costs for the proposed conference, on the basis 
that it would be held at Geneva, at $911,600, of which 
$7 61 ,900 would comprise conference-servicing costs 
and $149,700 other requirements. As regards the for
mer, the statement indicated that it was not possible 
to determine at the current stage the extent to which 
the cost of conference-servicing staff could be absorbed 
from within existing resources; that determination would 
be made at a later date in a consolidated statement to 
be prepared towards the close of the current session of 
the General Assembly. Therefore, no appropriation was 
being requested at the current stage in respect of con
ference-servicing costs; nevertheless an additional ap
propriation under section 20 of the programme budget 
for the biennium 197 6-1977 was being requested to 
cover requirements other than for conference servicing, 
in an amount of $149,700. 

3. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of the Committee, recalled that at 
the thirtieth session of the General Assembly the costs 
for the conference had been estimated at $476,000.2 

The difference between that figure and the current es
timate was due to the extra cost attributable to the 
change of base, for costing purposes, from New York 
to Geneva ($58,000), the provision of summary re
cords ($144,000), the addition of a sixth language 
( $202,000) , and the presence of an expert and of rep
resentatives of liberation movements ( $32,000). As 
regards the first factor, the Advisory Committee recalled 
that the use of Geneva as the base for costing was 

2Jbid., Thirtieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 96, docu
ment A/ 10494, para. 8. 

[Original: English] 
[23 November 1976] 

based on paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 
3350 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974 on the inclusion 
of Vienna in the pattern of conferences, and on the 
related comments of the Advisory Committee on that 
item.3 

4. In the view of the Advisory Committee, the 
number of conference-servicing staff estimated by the 
Secretary-General could be somewhat reduced, with a 
consequential reduction in costs of $125,000. A reduc
tion of $57,000 was also recommended by the Ad
visory Committee in respect of reproduction, editing 
and printing of documentation. Finally, a further re
duction of $5,000 was recommended in respect of travel 
and subsistence of staff and of representatives of libera
tion movements, particularly since it was not certain 
that all the representatives for whom provision had been 
made would actually travel to the Conference. 

5. In summary, the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee, rounded off to the nearest $1,000, 
would reduce the amount foreseen for conference-ser
vicing costs from $761,900 to $600,000 and that for 
other requirements from $149,700 to $125,000. 

6. A summary of statements and observations made 
by delegations during the consideration of this matter 
by the Fifth Committee is contained in the summary 
record of the meeting (A/C.S /31 /SR.34). 

Decision of the Committee 

7. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, an amount 
of $125,000 would be required under section 20 of the 
programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977, and 
that conference-servicing costs not exceeding $600,000 
would be considered by the General Assembly in the 
context of its consideration of the total requirements of 
the revised calendar of conferences for 1977, it being 
understood that the Secretary-General would recapitu
late the estimated conference costs of all the decisions 
taken during the year and indicate how much could be 
absorbed from within existing resources. 

3 Document A/9795/ Add.2 of 4 November 1974, para. 43. 

DOCUMENT A/31/346 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/31/L20 

(Agenda item 27) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 35th meeting, on 23 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 

[Original: English] 
[23 November 1976] 

the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/S.'J) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution contained in document A/31/L.20. 
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2. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that, sl10uld the draft resolution be adopted, an addi
tional appropriation of $60,000 would be required un
der section 1 B of the programme budgd for the bien
nium 197 6-1977. Furthermore, an additional amount 
of $14,200 for staff assessment would be required under 
section 25, offset by an increase in the same amount 
under income section 1. 

3. The statement also indkated that adoption of 
the draft resolution would entail conference-servicing 
costs estimated at $263,800. However, the Secretary
General would not request additional appropriations at 
the current stage in respect of those costs but would, 
towards the close of the session, advise the General 
Assembly to what extent they could be absorbed within 
existing resources. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Advisory Committee 
concurred with the estimates submitted by the Secretary
General. 

5. A summary of the statements made by delega
tions during the consideration of this matter is contained 
in the relevant summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/ 
31 /SR.35). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided by 71 votes to 4, 
with 20 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution A/31/L.20, an 
amount of $60,000 would be required under section 1B 
of the programme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977; 
that, an additional amount of $14,000 for staff assess
ment would be required under section 25, offset by 
an increase in the same amount under income sec
tion 1; and that conference-servicing costs not exceeding 
$263,800 would be considered by the General As
sembly in the context of its consideration of the total 
requirements of the revised calendar of conferences 
for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/350 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/347 

(Agenda item IIO) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 36th meeting, on 24 November 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/56) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in 
its report (A/31/347, para. 7). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly would: 

(a) Decide that the Special Committee on the 
Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening 
of the Role of the Organization should continue its 
work in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 3499 (XXX); 

(b) Request the Secretary-General to render all 
assistance to the Special Committee, including the prep
aration of su'mmary records of its meetings; 

(c) Request the Special Committee to submit a 
report on its work to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$234,100 on a full-cost basis, covering the conference
servicing cost~ in respect of the Special Committee. 
The statement further indicated that as regards possible 
additional budgetary requirements, he would make a 
rt>port to the Fifth Committee, at a later date, after 
evaluating the over-all pattern of conferences for 1977 
in relation to existing resources, in a consolidated state
ment to be prepared towards the close of the current 
session of the General Assembly. 

[Original: English] 
[24 November 1976] 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that, although the Secretary
General had informed him of some changes in con
ference requirements, that is, an increase in in-session 
typing from 79 work-days to 111 work-days and a 
decrease in the number of typists for summary records 
from 25 to 22, those changes would not lead to any 
significant change in budgetary requirements in view 
of the fact that the Special Committee would meet at 
Headquarters during a period when the requirements 
for conference servicing would not be at their peak. 
Therefore, in the view of the Advisory Committee, it 
would be possible to absorb the estimated costs of 
$234,000 within existing resources. 

5. One delegation stated that it would support the 
t1nancial implications of the draft resolution, as it sup
ported the draft resolution itself. 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, by 60 votes to 7, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, conference
servicing costs not exceeding $234,000 would be con
sidered by the General Assembly in the context of its 
consideration of the total requirements of the revised 
calendar of conferences for 1977, it being understood 
that the Secretary-General would recapitulate the es
timated conference costs of all the decisions taken dur
ing the year and indicative how much could be absorbed 
from within existing resources. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/363 

Implications of draft resolutions IV and V and draft decision I submitted 
by the Second Committee in document A/31/338/ Add.2 

(Agenda item 12) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 53rd and 56th meetings, on 16 and 19 De
cember 1976, the Fifth Committee, in accordance with 
rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General As
sembly, considered the statements by the Secretary-Gen
eral (A/C.S/31!82, A/C.S/31/89 and A/C.S/31/88) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolutions IV and V and draft decision I respectively, 
submitted by the Second Committee in its report (A/ 
31/338/ Add.2, paras. 50 and 51). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraph 5 of 
draft resolution IV, the General Assembly would re
quest the Secretary-General and the Interagency Task 
Force, with regard to the exchange of technological 
information, to continue their work in accordance with 
paragraph 6 of Assembly resolution 3507 (XXX) of 
15 December 1975, including the preparation and pub
lication of the pilot directory of United Nations infor
mation services4 and to submit further conclusions and 
recommendations on the establishment of a network 
for the exchange of te'Chnological information to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

3. In his statement (A/C.S/31/82), the Secretary
General estimated that, should the General Assembly 
adopt draft resolution IV, an additional appropriation 
in the amount of $17,600 for the convening of meetings 
of the Task Force during 1977 would be required under 
section SA of the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Advisory Committee 
recommended that the $17,600 be absorbed within the 
resources already approved for the Department of Eco
nomic and Social Affairs. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. At its 53rd meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to inform the General As
sembly that, should it adopt draft resolution IV of the 
Second Committee, no additional appropriation would 
be required under section SA of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1976-1977. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

b. Under the terms of operative paragraph 1 of 
d1aft resolution V, the General Assembly would endorse 
Economic and Social Council resolutions 2028 (LXI) 
and 2035 (LXI) which relate to the convening of and 
the preparatory period for the United Nations Con
ference on Science and Technology for Development. 

7. By paragraph 2, the General Assembly would 
df cide to convene the Conference during 1979, in time 
for the General Assembly to take action at its thirty-

4 See document E/5839 of 14 June 1976, para. 76 (a). 

[Original: English] 
[20 December 1976] 

fourth session in the light of the results of the Con
ference. 

8. By paragraph 4, the Secretary-General would be 
requested to appoint a Secretary-General of the Con
ference at the earliest possible time, the appointment 
to be made at the level of Under-Secretary-General. 

9. By paragraph 5, the General Assembly would 
decide that the Committee on Science and Technology 
for Development should act as the Preparatory Com
mittee for the Conference, open to the participation of 
all States, and that the Preparatory Committee should 
hold its first session early in 1977 and submit its report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
through the Economic and Social Council. 

10. By paragraph 8, the General Assembly would 
decide to take a final decision on the question of the 
site of the Conference at its thirty-second session. 

11. In his statement (A/C.S/31/89 ), the Secre
tary-General estimated the financial implications of 
the draft resolution for 1977 at $1 ,289 ,400. Of that 
amount, $212,900 would be for conference-servicing 
costs. 

12. The extent to which the costs of conference
>ervicing staff might be absorbed from within resources 
already allocated would be shown in the consolidated 
statement of conference costs and any appropriation 
required for the Conference would be included in that 
paper. Accordingly, the Secretary-General indicated that 
an appropriation was being requested currently to cover 
only the balance of the requirements in a total amount 
of $1,076,500, broken down by section as follows: 

Section 4. Pol icy-making organs (economic and 
SO(' ial activities ........................ . 

Section 7. ESCAP ....................... . 
Section 8. ECLA ... . .................... . 
Section 9. ECA . . .... . ................. . 
Section 10. ECWA ..................... . 

US dollars 

597 300 
122 300 
114 60() 
127 500 
114 800 

13. In paragraph 36 of his statement, the Secretary
Gene! a] also declared that anv additional financial re
quirements for the Conference. for 1977 would be dealt 
with under the provisions for unforeseen and extra
ordinary expenditures and submitted to 1 he Advisory 
Committee at its spring session. Should requirements 
on the other hand be less than currently envisaged, the 
Advisory Committee would be informed accordingly. 

14. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of that Committee ( A/3l/8/ 
Add.21) at the 56th meeting of the Fifth Committee, 
stated that, in the Advisory Committee's opinion. a 
request of the magnitude and complexity of the one ;, .. 
the Secretary-General's statement called for particulariy 
careful scrutiny. Such scrutiny could noi. be given in 
advance of the finalization of the programme of work 
for 1977 at the January 1977 session of the Committee 
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on Science and Technology for Development. In the 
circumstances, and bearing in mind the Secretary-Gen
eral's own reservations in paragraph 3fi of his statement 
(see para. 13 above), the Advisory Committee con
cluded that it would confine its examination at the 
current stage to the requirements for the first five 
months of 1977 and that it would return to the question 
at the beginning of its spring 1977 session under the 
provisions of General Assembly resolution 3540 (XXX) 
of 17 December 197 5 on unforeseen and extraordinary 
expenses for the biennium 197 6-1977. On that under
standing, the Advisory Committee recommended that 
the Fifth Committee inform the General A5scmbly that, 
should it adopt the draft resolution of the Second Com
mittee, an additional appropriation of $363,000 gross 
($323,000 net) would be required at the current stage 
under sections 4, 7 to 10 and 25-the amount under 
section 25 being offset by a corresponding increase 
under income section 1-in the programme budget for 
the biennium 197 6-1977, and that the Assemblv should 
authorize the Secretary-General to enter into ~ommit
ments, with the prior concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee. initially under the terms of resolution 3540 
(XXX) on unforeseen and extraordinary expenses 
for the biennium 197 6-1977, for such additional re
quirements as might arise in 1977. The amount of 
$363,000 gross would exclude conference-servicing 
costs ( $212,900), which would be reviewed in the light 
of available resources and would be covered in the con
solidated statement of conference costs. 

Decision of the Committee 

15. At its 56th meeting, on 19 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee decided, by 63 votes to 9, to 
inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt draft 
resolution V of the Second Committee, net additional 
appropriations in the amount of $323,000 would be 
required in the programme budget for 1 97 6-197 7. 
broken down by section as follows: 

US dollars 

Section 4. Policy-making organs (economic and 
social activities) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 000 

Section 7. ESCA P .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 23 000 

Section 8. ECLA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
Section 9. ECA .................... . .... . 
Section 10. ECW A ..................... . . 
Section 25. Staff assessment 

US dollars 

22 000 
24000 
22 000 
40 000 

TOTAL (gross) 363 000 

Income section 1. Income from staff assessment 40 000 

TOTAL (net) 323 000 

C. DRAFT DECISION I 

16. Under the terms of draft decision l, the Second 
Committee recommended that the General Assembly, 
recalline Economic and Social Council resolution 1982 
(LX) ~f 19 April 1976 entitled "Participation in the 
United Nations Water Conference", should decide to 
include Arabic as an official language of the United 
Nations Water Conference. 

17. In his statement (A/C.S/31/88), the Secre
tary-General indicated that the full cost of the proposal 
in draft decision I would amount to $59,900, but that 
no appropriation would be requested pending the is
suance of the consolidated statement of conference 
costs. 

18. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee noted that the costs connected with 
draft decision I would be included in the consolidated 
statement on the cost of conference servicing to be 
submitted by the Secretary-General. 

Decision of the Committee 

19. At its 53rd meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to inform the General As
sembly that, should it adopt draft decision I of the 
Second Committee, conference-servicing costs not ex
ceeding $59,900 would be considered by the General 
Assembly in the context of its consideration of the total 
requirements for the revised calendar of conferences 
in 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/366 

Implications of draft resolutions IX and XV submitted by the Fourth Committee 
in document A/31/362 

(Agenda item 25) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 39th meeting, on 30 November 1976, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with ruk 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statements by the Secretary -General (A/ 
C.S/31/52 and A/C.S/31/59) on the administrative 
and financial implications of draft resolution~ lX and 
XV submitted by the Fourth CornrnirL '" it<> report 
( A/31 /362, para. 71 ) . 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION 1:.: 
2. In his statement (A/C.S /31/52) 011 the implica

tions of draft resolution IX, concerning the question 
·'-- "----•-~· naM"""l inilir::JtPrl Jh>tt imole-

[Original: English] 
[30 November 1976] 

menting the provisions of operative paragraph 8 of the 
draft resolution, by which the General Assembly would, 
among other things, request the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Co
lonial Countries and Peoples to dispatch to the Territory 
as soon as possible a visiting mission. would result in 
additional requirements of $34,000. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the General Assembly had 
appropriated $701,600 for the programme of work of 
the Special Committee for the biennium 1976-1977, of 
which $358,100 was for 1976. The Advisory Com-
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mittee had been informed by a representative of the 
Secretary-General that obligations and expenditures in
curred in respect of the Special Committee's activities 
in 1976 amounted to $126,300, leaving an amount of 
$231,800 which the Secretary-General intended to sur
render, indicating that in his progress report. Since an 
amount of $343,500 remained for 1977, and the pro
gramme of work of the Special Committee was deter
mined annually, the requirements arising from the 
adoption of the draft resolution should be met from the 
resources already appropriated by the General Assembly 
for the Special Committee for 1977. Should require
ments to implement the programme of work of the Spe
cial Committee in 1977 exceed the amount approved, 
the Secretary-General would so advise the Assembly 
at its thirty-second session in his performance report 
on the programme budget. Therefore, the Advisory 
Committee recommended that no additional funds be 
appropriated at the current stage. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution IX of the Fourth Committee, no addi
tional appropriation would be required. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION XV 

5. In his statement (A/C.5/31/59) on the implica
tions of draft resolution XV, concerning the question 
of French Somaliland, the Secretary-General informed 
the Committee that implementing the provisions of 
operative paragraph 14 of the draft resolution, by which 
the General Assembly would provide for the sending 
of representatives to observe the referendum and all 
subsequent stages of the independence process, would 
involve additional requirements amounting to $127,200. 

6. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that, after having inquired into 

the various assumptions on which the Secretary-General 
based his estimate, the Advisory Committee had con
cluded that the provision for Secretariat staff on the 
various visits could be reduced. Accordingly, ·the Ad
visory Committee invited the Secretary-General to re
view his requirements with regard to Secretariat staff 
to ensure that provision was made for optimum require
ments to render the various visits effective. In particular, 
the Advisory Committee felt that the number of Secre
tariat staff members-20 in all-to observe the elec
tions could be reduced. Therefore, the Advisory Com
mittee considered that an amount of $80,000 should be 
recommended for approval in respect of the draft 
resolution. 

7. One delegation recalled the position it had taken 
on the matter during the proceedings in the Fourth 
Committee, and indicated that it would abstain in the 
vote on the financial implications of the draft resolu
tion. In the opinion of that delegation the number of 
observers, the duration of their visits and, in some cases, 
the reason itself for the visits were questionable or un
acceptable. 

8. In response to a question by another delegation, 
the representative of the Secretary-General sa!d that the 
Organization, in at least four recent cases, had paid 
travel and subsistence expenses for the representatives 
of the Secretary-General who had been invited to attend 
independence celebrations. 

Decision of the Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee decided, by 74 votes to 
none, with 10 abstentions, to inform the General As
sembly that, should it adopt draft resolution XV of 
the Fourth Committee, an additional appropriation of 
$80.000 would be required under section 2D of the 
programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/396"' 

Implications of the draft resolution contained in document A/3l/L.4 

(Agenda item 30) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 
[Original: English] 

[9 December 1976] 

1. At its 44th meeting, on 8 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31/50) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution contained in document A/31 /L.4. 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly would: 

(a) Approve the convening of the sixth session of 
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of 
the Sea in New York for the period from 23 May to 
8 July 1977 with a possible extension to 15 July should 
the Conference so decide; 

(b) Authorize the Secretary-General to make avail
able, as appropriate, the necessary facilities for private 

*Incorporating document A/31/396/Corr.l of 10 December 
1976. 

consultations between sessions among Governments and 
delegations; 

(c) Further authorize the Secretary-General to con
tinue to make the necessary arrangements originally 
provided under paragraph 9 of General Assembly reso
lution 3067 (XXVIII) of 16 November 1973 for the 
efficient and continuous servicing of the Conference in 
1977 and of subsequent activities as may be decided 
upon by the Conference, as well as to take appropriate 
measures to ensure stability and continuity for the secre
tariat personnel recruited for the Conference; 

(d) Recall that it noted, in paragraph 4 of its 
resolution 3334 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, the 
decision of the Conference to accept the invitation of 
the Government of Venezuela to meet at Caracas at 
an appropriate date for the purpose of signing the Final 
Act and related instruments adopted by the Conference, 
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and authorized the Secretary-General to make the neces
~ary arrangements to that end. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$4,093,400, comprising $2,565,100 for direct confer
ence-servicing costs and $1,528,300 for other costs. 
Regarding the former amount, he indicated, in para
graph 15 of his statement, that those costs would be 
reviewed at the end of the current session of the Gen
eral Assembly and an indication furnished of how much 
could be absorbed from within availaole resources in 
the light of the over-all pattern of conferences for 1977 
and how much would be required in net additional 
appropriations. The statement also indicated that. in 
the case of the Conference on the Law of the Sea, the 
estimates would take into account the actual level of 
servicing which had been required at the fourth and 
the fifth sessions. 

4. Therefore, an additional appropriation was re
quested at the current stage to cover costs, other 
than for direct conference servicing, in an amount of 
$1,528,300, consisting of $1,041.700 for the mainten
ance of the secretariat of the Conference, $87,600 for 
travel and subsistence of staff to service meetings of 
UNICEF and of the Committee on Natural Resources, 
as those bodies would have to meet at Geneva instead 
of in New York, and $399,000 for other costs for the 
sixth session. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of that Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.11), stated that, although manpower requirements 
were based on the pattern of meetings indicated in 
paragraph 4 of document A/C.5 /31/50, the Advisory 
Committee understood that that pattern had not been 
followed at recent sessions of the Conference and that 
recruitment of conference-servicing staff for those ses
sions had reflected actual requirements. It trusted that 
the same approach would be followed at the sixth ses
sion as well. 

6. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee also 
advised that, should the Conference find it necessary 
to extend the sixth session by one week, the related 
additional costs should be considered under General 
Assembly resolution 3540 (XXX) of 17 December 
197 5 on unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for 
the biennium 1976-1977. 

7. The Advisory Committee had no objection to 
the maintenance in 1977 of the secretariat of the Con
ference at its current strength, including reclassification 
of 2 posts from P-2/1 to P-3, and of 1 post from G-4 
to G-5, as proposed in paragraph 13 (b) of the Secre
tary-General's statement. Jn response to the suggestion 
made by the Secretary-General, in paragraph 12 of his 
statement, that the secretariat of the Conference be 
budgeted for a period of two years rather than one year, 
as had heen the case so far, and that the necessary 
provision for 1978 be included in the programme budget 
for the biennium 1978-1979, the Advisory Committee 
stated that the intent of the Secretary-General's sugges
tion was not clear, since the approach suggested would 
have no impact on the stability and continuity of the 
secretariat of the Conference; the Advisory Committee 
fi"lt that the latter could best be achieved by appropriate 
action by the Secretary-General under the Staff Rules 
and Staff Regulations of the United Nations. 

8. As regards the amount of $399,000 iacluded in 
"other costs", in view of the actual experience of print-

ing summary records at the fo11rth and fifth sessions, 
for which an amount of $225,000 was estimated for the 
~~xth session, and also in view of possible economies 
in other areas, the Advisory Committee recommended 
tLat the estimate should be reduced by $100,000 to 
$299,000. 

9. With regard to the amount of $87,600 relating 
to the travel and subsistence of substantive staff to 
travel from New York to Geneva to service meetings 
of UNICEF and the Committee on Natural Resources, 
the Advisory Committee pointed out that savings to 
offset that would occur due to the cancellation of travel 
to New York by Geneva-based cfficials, and recom
mended a reduction by $5,600 to $82,000, subject to 
the decisions of the Committee on Conferences on the 
venue of the meetings concerned. 

10. In summary, the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee would reduce the amount foreseen 
for conference-servicing costs from $2,565,000 to 
$2,500,000. and the additional appropriations needed 
at the current stage from $1,440,700 to $1,341,000 
under section 2 and from $87,600 to $82,000, under 
section 4. 

11. Finally, as regards the financial assessment of 
non-member States participating in the Cenference, 
which had been raised in paragraphs 17 to 19 of the 
Secre!ary-General's statement, the Advisory Commit
tee was of the opinion that the provisions of regulation 
5.9 of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
as amended by General Assembly resolution 3371 B 
(XXX) of 30 October 1975, applied to the Third Con
ference on the Law of the Sea for, if the Assembly had 
wished to make exceptions to the regulation, it would 
have so specified in resolution 3371 B (XXX). 

12. One delegation stated that any additional cost 
for the Conference for 1977 which had not been bud
geted for in the programme budget for the biennium 
197 6-1977 should be absorbed by reapportionment of 
the existing resources, and expressed its regret that the 
Secretary-General had not tried to do so, nor had the 
Advisory Committee drawn the attention of the Secre
tary-General to that point. In the opinion of that delega
tion, the Secretary-General's statement assumed that 
the secretariat would play a central role in the im
plementation of the Final Act when adopted, whereas 
it was for the General Assembly and the Conference 
it~elf to decide the kind of role that the secretariat 
should play in that regard. 

13. In response to a question by one delegation, the 
Director of the Budget Division stated that paragraph 3 
of draft resolution A/31/L.4 was understood as re
questing the Secretary-General specifically to provide 
the necessary facilities for private consultations, as an 
exception, therefore, to the general rules governing in
formal consultations recommended by the Committee 
on Conferences in paragraph 82 and in recommenda
tion 3 of paragraph 118 of its report to the General 
Assembly!' 

14. In response to another question regarding the 
continuity and stability of the secretariat of the Con· 
ference, the Special Representative of the Secretary· 
General to the United Nations Conference on the LaVI 
of the Sea indicated that recommendations would b« 
made in order to ensure a two-year duration of the 
contracts of personnel in that secretariat. 

~'Official Recm ds of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Se.s 
siun, Supplement No. 32. 
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15. Replying to a question raised by another delega
tion concerning consultants, the Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General to the Conference stated that 
it had been necessary over the years to make provision 
for consultants and that, as long as there was a pos
sibility that the Conference would require special ex
pertise, especially at the final stages of the Conference, 
it would be necessary to request resources for that pur
pose. 

Decision of the Committee 

16. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution A/31 /L.4, additional appropria
tions in the amount of $1,341,000 under section 2 and 
$8LOOO under section 4 of the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977 would be required. Further
more, an additional amount of $200,000 would be re-

quired under section 25 (Staff assessment), offset by 
an increase in the same amount under income section 1. 
Conference-servicing costs not exceeding $2,500,000 
would be considered by the General Assembly in the 
context of its consideration of the total requirements of 
the revised calendar of conferences for 1977. 

R<ecommendation of the Fifth Committee 

17. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to recommend to the General Assembly that the 
provisions of regulation 5.9 of the Financial Regulations 
of the United Nations, as amended by the General As
sembly in resolution 3371 B (XXX) of 30 Oc
tober 1975, be applied to the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea with regard to the 
t1nancial assessment of non-member States participat
ing in the Conference. 

DOCUMENT A/31/402 

Impli(•ation~ of draft resolutions I and III submitted by the Sixth Committee 

in document A/31/390 

(Agenda item 108) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rul:s of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General ( A/C.5 /31/84) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resoluti,')n I submitted by the Sixth Committee in its 
report ( A/31 /390, para. 49). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would request the Secretary-General 
to arrange for the widest possible distribution of the 
Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law. 6 

3, In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$8.400. which would cover the printing costs of the 
Arbitrati0!1 Rules. The distribution of the booklet would 
be carried out by the Distribution Section of the De
partment of Conference Services and through informa
tion centres, and the cost absorbed within available re
sources. 

4. Therefore, an additional appropriation of $8,400 
was being requested under section 20 of the programme 
budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

5. Tne Chairman of the Advisory Committee stated 
that, in the Advisory Committee's opinion, the amount 
of $8,400 requested by the Secretary-General should 
be absorbed from within existing resources and, con
sequently, no appropriation would be required for the 
biennium 197 6-1977. 

6fhid., Supp/em,nt No. 17, chap. V, sect. C. 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1976] 

Decision of tlze Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided. without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution I of the Sixth Committee, no 
additional appropriation would be required for the 
programme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

7. At its 50 meeting, the Fifth Committee also 
comidered a statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.5 /31 /83) on the administrative and financial im
plications of draft resolution III submitted by the Sixth 
Committee in its report (A/31 /390, para. 49). 

8. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would: 

(a) Decide that an international conference of 
plenipotentiaries should be convened in 1978 in New 
York, or at any other suitable place for which the 
Secretary-General might receive an invitation; 

(b) Request the Secretary-General to arrange for 
the preparation of summary records of the proceedings 
of the plenary meetings of the conference and of meet
ings of committees of the whole which the conference 
might wish to establish; 

(c) Further request the Secretary-General to invite 
representatives of national liberation movements recog
nized in its region by the Organization of African Unity. 
in the capacity of observers, in accordance with Gen
eral As~embly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 Decem
ber 1974. 

9. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
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$646,400, which would cover the conference-servicing 
costs in respect of the proposed United Nations con
ference on the carriage of goods by sea. It was indicated 
that, since the conference was scheduled to be held 
in 1978, no additional requirements were needed for 
the biennium 1976-1977. 

10. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
orally stated that the draft resolution would not re
quire any additional appropriations for the biennium 
1976-1977, and that the appropriations required for 
servicing the proposed conference would be considered 

in the context of the programme budget for the bien
nium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 
11. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec

tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution III of the Sixth Committee, no 
additional appropriation would be required for the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977. Confer
ence-servicing costs with regard to an international con
ference of plenipotentiaries would be considered in the 
context of the programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/31/404 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Third Committee in document A/31/273 

(Agenda item 69) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 45th meeting, on 9 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the question of the administrative and financial implica
tions of draft resolution II submitted by the Third Com
mittee in its report (A/31 /273, para. 17). 

2. Under the terms of that draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would welcome again the offer of 
the Government of Ghana to act as host to the World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina
tion, would decide to make exception to its resolu
tion 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969 on the pattern 
of conferences, and would agree that half of the addi
tional cost involved in holding the Conference in Ghana 
should be defrayed from the regular budget of the 
United Nations. 

3. Paragraph 10 of resolution 2609 (XXIV) states 
that: 

" ... United Nations bodies may hold sessions 
away from their established headquarters when a 
Government issuing an invitation for a session to be 
held within its territory has agreed to defray, after 
consultation with the Secretary-General as to their 
nature and possible extent, the actual additional costs 
directly or indirectly involved;". 

4. For its consideration of the question, the Com
mittee had before it a statement of financial implica
tions by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/61) in 
which he indicated that paragraph 10 of resolution 2609 
(XXIV) had in practice been interpreted to mean that 
the host Government would provide all local services 
connected with the conference as well as pay for the 
additional costs incurred by the United Nations as a 
result of the decision to hold the conference away from 
the established headquarters of the organization in ques
tion. The Secretary-General assumed, therefore, that 
all local services connected with the Conference would 
!:Je provided by the Government of Ghana without cost 
to : ':"~ Onited Nations and that the exception to General 
Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) provided for by the 
~ " , .• ------1..:1 ---1 .. ? ......... lu t ...... t'hnco,::. •:::u-lrHtlnn~l 

[Original: English] 
[10 December 1976] 

costs which would be incurred by the United Nations. 
Consequently, he estimated that the adoption of the 
proposed resolution would require that an amount cur
rently estimated at $222,600 (or $255,500 should 
Arabic language services be provided) be defrayed from 
the regular budget of the United Nations for the bien
nium 1978-1979, an equal amount being contributed 
by the Government of Ghana. In the meantime, the 
Secretary-General requested an appropriation of $3,800 
under section 18 of the programme budget for the bien
nium 1976-1977 to cover half of the cost of two plan
ning visits which it was proposed should be undertaken 
in 1976 and 1977. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced the report of that Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.13 ). 

6. In its report, the Advisory Committee, after 
noting the Secretary-General's interpretation of para
graph 10 of resolution 2609 (XXIV), stated that the 
representatives of the Secretary-General had not been 
in a position to confirm to the Advisory Committee 
that a firm agreement had been reached with the Gov
ernment of Ghana on the definition and extent of the 
"additional costs" to be shared. Furthermore, in view 
of the fact that decisions regarding the basic nature 
and character of the Conference had not yet been 
reached or even discussed by a preparatory committee 
which had not yet met, the Advisory Committee con
sidered that the elements put forward by the Secretary
General in the annex to his statement were tentative. 
Consequently, the Advisory Committee was not in a 
position to make a reasonable assessment of the esti
mates in the Secretary-General's statement. The Ad
visory Committee, therefore, recommended that the ap
propriation requested by the Secretary-General should 
be met from available resources and that no additional 
appropriation would be required for the programme 
budget for 1976-1977. 

7. One representative requested that note be taken 
of the fact that his delegation and several others wished 
tn reauest that Arabic be included among the languages 
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of the Conference and that they would be prepared 
to take action in that regard if necessary. 

8. Comments made and reservations stated by 
delegations during the consideration of this question 
are contained in the relevant summary record of the 
meeting (A/C.5/31/SR.45). 

Decision of the Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution II of the Third Committee, no 
additional appropriation would be required for the 
programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/421 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/371 

(Agenda item 34) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/64) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in 
its report (A/31/371, para. 8). It also had before it 
the related report of the Advisory Committee (A/ 
31/8/Add.14, paras. 5-8). 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that the cost of printing a report, as requested, in six 
languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish) would amount to $12,000. It was further 
estimated that an amount of $62,400 would be required 
under section 2C of the programme budget for the 
biennium 1976-1977 to provide for the travel and 
subsistence of 12 experts and the fees, travel and sub
sistence of consultants to analyse the comments of 
Member States on that report. 

3. In its report, the Advisory Committee noted that 
the report submitted in 1976 by the Group of Experts 
on the Reduction of Military Budgets7 was prepared 
by 10 experts. It therefore recommended that the travel 
and subsistence of experts be calculated on the basis of 
the same number as in 1976, thereby resulting in a 
reduction of $8,100 in the amount requested by the 
Secretary-General. The Advisory Committee further 

7 See document A/31/222 of 22 October 1976. 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1976] 

stated that, since the report called for under operative 
paragraph 4 of the draft resolution was to be an analysis 
of government comments on the previous report and not 
a study of a new subject, it was not convinced that there 
was a need to engage consultants to help prepare the 
report; accordingly, the Committee recommended that 
the provision for consultants ( $7,400) be deleted. 
Inasmuch as the expert group was scheduled to meet 
at Geneva at a time when several staff members of the 
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs 
would be there in connexion with the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament and other meetings, the 
Advisory Committee recommended that the number of 
substantive staff sent for the meeting of the expert group 
be reduced to one, with a consequential saving of 
$3,200 in travel and subsistence. Thus, the total re
duction recommended by the Advisory Committee 
amounted to $19,000 (to the nearest $1,000). 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the First Committee, an 
additional appropriation of $56,000 would be required 
under section 2C of the programme budget for the 
biennium 197 6-1977, and that conference-servicing 
costs not exceeding $143,000 would be dealt with in 
the context of its consideration of the total requirements 
for the revised calendar of conferences for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/422 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/376 

(Agenda item 39) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47tJ1 meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General {A/C.S/31/63) 
on the administrative and financi.;~l imnlii"'Minn« nf thP 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1976] 

draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in its 
report (A/31/376, para. 8). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen·-
pr~l A..~~P1nhlu urnnlA• 
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(a) Request the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian 
Ocean and the littoral and hinterland States of the In
dian Ocean to continue their consultations with a view 
to formulating a programme of action leading to the 
ctmvening of a conference on the Indian Ocean; 

(b) Request the Ad Hoc Committee to continue 
it~ work and consultations in accordance with its man
date and to submit to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session a report on its work; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to continue to 
render all necessary assistance to the Ad Hoc Commit
tee, including the provision of summary records. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
S34,300 on a full-cost basis covering the conference
-,crvicing costs in respect of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the Indian Ocean. The statement further indicated that 
those costs would be reviewed towards the end of the 
current session of the General Assembly and a report 
would be made to the Fifth Committee as to how much 
could be absorbed from within existing resources in 

the light of the over-all pattern of conferences for 1977 
and how much would be required in net additional ap
propriations for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of that Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.14, paras. 2-4), stated that the Committee recom
mended that the Fifth Committee inform the General 
Assembly that, should it adopt the draft resolution, 
documentation and conference services would need to 
be provided at a cost not exceeding $34,000, including 
the cost of services to be provided from already ap
proved resources. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the First Committee, conference
servicing costs not exceeding $34,000 would be con
sidered by the Assembly in the context of its considera
tion of the total requirements for the revised calendar 
of conferences for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31!423 

Implications of draft resolution B submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/386 

(Agenda item 49) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/68) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution B submitted by the First Committee in its 
report (A/31/386, para. 16). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
Gennal Assembly would: 

(a) Decide to convene a special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, to be held 
in New York in May/June 1978; 

(b) Further decide to establish a preparatory com
mittee for the special session of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament, composed of 54 Member 
States appointed by the President of the Assembly on 
the basis of equitable geographical distribution, with 
the mandate of examining all relevant questions relat
ing to the special session, including its agenda, and to 
submit to the Assembly at its thirty-second session ap
propriate recommendations thereon; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to transmit the 
replies of Member States to the preparatory committee 
and to render it all necessary assistance, including the 
provision of essential background information, relevant 
documents and summary records; 

(d) Request the preparatory committee to meet 
for a short organizational session not longer than one 
wcc:k. before 31 March 1977, inter alia to set the dates 
for its substantive sessions. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
•1, ,:nu·~ements for 1977 at $90,000 for consultants 

[Original.· English] 
[ 13 December 197 6] 

and $202,800 in conference-servicing costs for the 
preparatory committee for the special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament. As regards 
the latter amount, he indicated that those costs would 
be reviewed towards the end of the current session of 
the General Assembly, and a report would be made 
to the Fifth Committee stating how much could be 
absorbed from within existing resources in the light of 
the over-all pattern of conferences for 1977, and how 
much would be required in net additional appropria
tions for the biennium 197 6-1977. Therefore, only the 
amount of $90,000 was being requested at the current 
stage. 

4. As regards the special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament, the Secretary-Gen
eral provided estimates of conference-servicing costs for 
one week for plenary meetings and for meetings of a 
Main Committee, as indicative of orders of magnitude. 
He added that a statement of financial implications for 
the proposed special session would be submitted to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session, taking into con
sideration the recommendations and observations of the 
preparatory committee. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of that Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.14, paras. 25-30), stated that, in the Committee's 
opinion, the provision of essential background informa
tion, for which the Secretary-General requested $90,000 
for consultants, would appear to relate to work more 
in the nature of compilation than of original research, 
and that the Committee was not convinced that it would 
require much expertise that was not already available 
within the Secretariat. The Advisory Committee ac-
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cordingly recommended that the estimate for consultants 
be reduced from $90,000 to $30,000. 

6. The delegation of Mexico, supported by another 
delegation, stated that, regarding the provision of es
sential background information, it was necessary, in 
its view, to obtain the requisite expertise that was not 
available within the Secretariat from outside the Or
ganization. Consequently, it proposed that an additional 
amount of $90,000 for that purpose, as had been re
quested by the Secretary-General, be appropriated. 

7. Some delegations expressed their regret that 
such background information could not be provided 
from within the Organization, and that the Secretary
General had not tried to absorb the costs relating to 
activities in disarmament affairs and others by redis
tributing already appropriated resources. 

Decisions of the Committee 
8. The Fifth Committe adopted, by 47 votes to 9, 

with 27 abstentions, the proposal by Mexico that an 
additional amount of $90,000 be provided for con
sultant services. 

9. The Committee then decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution B of the First Committee, an addi
tional appropriation of $90,000 under section 2C of 
the programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 
would be required. Conference-servicing costs not ex
ceeding $203,000 would be considered by the Assembly 
in the context of its consideration of the total require
ments for the revised calendar of conferences for 1977. 
Appropriations with regard to the special session of the 
General Assembly would be considered in the context 
of the proposed programme budget for 1978-1979. 

DOCUMENT A/31/424 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/377 

(Agenda item 40) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/67) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in its 
report (A/31/377, para. 8). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly would request the Ad Hoc Committee on 
the World Disarmament Conference to maintain close 
contact with the representatives of the States possessing 
nuclear weapons in order to remain currently informed 
of their respective attitudes, as well as to consider any 
relevant comments and observations which might be 
made to it, and, for this purpose, to meet briefly and 
submit a report to the General Assembly at its thirty
second session, in accordance with its established pro
cedure. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$51,200 on a full-cost basis, covering the conference
servicing costs in respect of the Ad Hoc Committee. 
The statement further indicated that those costs would 
be reviewed towards the end of the current session of 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 1976] 

the General Assembly and a report would be made to 
the Fifth Committee as to how much could be absorbed 
from within existing resources in the light of the over
all pattern of conferences for 1977 and how much 
would be required in net additional appropriations for 
the biennium 1976-1977. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of the Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.14, paras. 23 and 24), stated that the Advisory 
Committee recommended that the Fifth Committee in
form the General Assembly that, should it adopt the 
draft resolution of the First Committee, documentation 
and conference services would need to be provided at 
a cost not exceeding $51,000, including the cost of 
services to be provided from already approved re-
sources. 

Decision of the Committee 
5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec

tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the First Committee, con-
ference-servicing costs not exceeding $51,000 would be 
considered by the Assembly in the context of its can
sideration of the total requirements for the revised 
calendar of conferences for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/425 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in document A/31/384 

(Agenda item 4 7) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, pursuant to rule 153 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, considered the 
statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/66) 

[Original: English] 
[13 December 197 6] 

on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in it~ 
report (A/31/384, para. 7). 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraphs 1 and 2 



16 General Assembly-Thirty-first Session~ Annexes 

of the draft resolution, the General Assembly would 
call upon all nuclear-weapon States, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3478 (XXX), to proceed 
as soon as possible with negotiations on the conclusion 
of a treaty on the complete and general prohibition of 
nuclear weapon tests, with the participation of non
nuclear-weapon States, and would further reque~t the 
Secretary-General to render such assistance as might 
be necessary for the negotiations. 

3. In his statement. the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$78,300 on a full-cost basis, covering the conference
servicing costs in respect of the negotiations on the con
clusion of a treaty on the complete and general prohibi
tion of nuclear weapon tests. The statement further 
indicated that those costs would be reviewed towards 
the end of the current session of the General Assembly 
and a report would be made to the Fifth Committee 
as to how much could be absorbed from within existing 
resources in the light of the over-all pattern of confer-

ences for 1977 and how much would be required in net 
additional appropriations for the biennium 1976-1977. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of the Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.14, paras. 21 and 22), stated that the Advisory 
Committee recommended that the Fifth Committee in
form the General Assembly that, should it adopt the 
draft resolution, documentation and conference services 
would need to be provided at a cost not exceeding 
$78.000, including the cost of services to be provided 
from already approved resources. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the First Committee, conference
servicing costs not exceeding $78,000 would be con
sidered by the Assembly in the context of its considera
tion of the total requirements for the revised calendar 
of conferences for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/426 

Implicatiom of the draft resolution suhmitted by the First Committee in document A/31/387 

(Agenda item 50) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 47th meeting, on 13 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C. 5/31 I 65 ) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the First Committee in 
its report (A/31/387, para. 8). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly, after having considered the report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the Review of the Role of the 
United Nations in the Field of Disarmament,8 would 
endorse a set of agreed proposals, made by the Ad Hoc 
Committee as a step towards the strengthening of the 
role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament, 
with regard to the following subjects: 

(a) Improved methods of work of the First Com
mittee in disarmament matters; 

(b) Relationship between the General Assembly 
and other United Nations bodies in the field of dis
armament; 

(c) Role of the United Nations Disarmament Com
mission; 

(d) Role of the United Nations in providing as
sistance on request in multilateral and regional dis
armament negotiations; 

(e) Relationship between the General Assembly 
and the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; 

(f) Increased use of in-depth studies of the arms 
race, disarmament and related matters; 

s Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-first Se.l
siun, Supplement No. 36. 

[Original: English] 
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(g) Improvement of existing United Nations facil
ities for the collection, compilation and dissemination 
of information on disarmament issues, in order to keep 
all Governments, as well as world public opinion, prop
erly informed on progress achieved in the field of dis
armament; 

(h) Assistance by the Secretariat, on request, to 
States parties to multilateral disarmament agreements 
in their duty to ensure the effective functioning of such 
agreements, including appropriate reviews; 

(i) Strengthening of the resources of the Secre
tariat. 

3. In paragraph 12 of his statement, the Secretary
General estimated the financial implications of the draft 
resolution at $183,200, comprising $55,000 for the cost 
of processing one issue of the Disarmament Year book 
and $128,200 for 8 additional posts as follows: 

(a) United Nations Disarmament Yearbook: 1 P-5 
post, 1 G-5 post and 1 G-4/1 post; 

(b) Committee and Conference Services Section: 
1 P-4 post, 1 P-2 post and 1 G-4/1 post; 

(c) Transformation of the Disarmament Affairs 
Division into the United Nations Centre for Disarma
ment : 1 post of Assistant Secretary-General and 1 G-5 
post. 

4. A~ regards the United Nations disarmament 
periodical, the Secretary-General indicated that, in a 
note which he had submitted to the Ad Hoc Committee,9 

he had given alternative estimates of processing a dis
armament periodical, and had proposed creating 3 new 
posts (1 P-4, 1 P-2/1 and 1 G-4/1). He also indicated 

H Document A/AC.l8114 of 24 August 1976. 
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that the publication of a disarmament periodical would 
be considered by the General Assembly at a later date, 
as recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee. Therefore 
no additional requirements would arise in that respect 
at the current stage. 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in
troducing the report of the Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.14, paras. 9-20), stated that, in examining the 
Secretary-General's request, the Advisory Committee 
had been mindful of the views expressed in the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the costs of the Committee's agreed 
proposals and also had taken into account the increase 
in manpower resources for the Disarmament Affairs 
Division approved by the General Assembly at its 
thirtieth session. 

6. The Advisory Committee recommended that the 
provision for processing the Yearbook, estimated at 
$55,000 in the Secretary-General's statement, be re
duced by $10,000 to $45,000, in the expectation that 
tr~slators on the regular staff would be used to the 
maximum extent possible. 

7. As regards the strengthening of the Committee 
and Conference Services Section, the Advisory Com
mittee, recalling that the General Assembly at its 
thirtieth session had approved a strengthening of that 
section by 4 posts, stated that in its view the extra 
workload of the section, above the level foreseen at 
the thirtieth session of the Assembly, did not warrant 
the addition of the 3 posts requested, and recommended 
that only 1 new post, at P-4 level, be approved. 

8. Regarding the transformation of the Disarma
ment Affairs Division into the United Nations Centre 
for Disarmament, the Advisory Committee made several 
observations in paragraphs 14 to 17 of its report. In 
particular, should the General Assembly approve the 
recommendation that the Centre be headed by an As
sistant Secretary-General, the United Nations would 
have 2 officials of that rank dealing with disarmament 
affairs, the other one being the Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General to the Conference of the Com
mittee on Disarmament. It therefore recommended that 
the incumbent of the post of Assistant Secretary-General 
serve both as head of the Centre and as the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General to the Confer
ence of the Committee on Disarmament. 

9. The Advisory Committee, with respect to the 
publication of a disarmament periodical, also recom
mended that the possibility of having two issues a year, 
instead of the three or four issues considered by the 
Secretary-General, should be studied. 

10. In summary, the recommendations made by the 
Advisory Committee would reduce the net additional 
appropriations under section 2C of the programme
budget for the biennium 1976-1977 from $183,200 
to $145,000, comprising $45,000 for the Yearbook 
and $100,000 for 6 additional posts ( 1 Assistant Secre
tary-General, 1 P-5, 1 P-4, 2 G-5 and 1 G-4). In 
addition, the requirements under section 2A would be 
reduced by $59,000 due to savings in salaries and 
common staff costs for the post of the Special Repre
sentative of the Secretary-General and 1 General Serv
ice post. 

11. Most of the delegations that made statements 
on the question indicated that they supported the 
strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the 
field of disarmament. In the view of a number of them, 
that strengthening should be accompanied by a con
.::omitant increase in resources, as had been proposed 

by the Secretary-General in his statement. Other delega
tions, however, while supporting the strengthening of 
the role of the United Nations in that field, were of the 
opinion that such strengthening could be achieved with 
the more modest resources proposed by the Advisory 
Committee in its report. As regards the additional post 
for an Assistant Secretary-General proposed by the 
Secretary-General in paragraph 11 of his statement, 
most delegations stated that, in their view, the establish
ment of the post-which was not opposed by the Ad
visory Committee-should be approved. Other delega
tions expressed the view that the post should be estab
lished by reclassifying the existing D-2 post in the staff
ing table of the Disarmament Affairs Division to the 
level of Assistant Secretary-General. 

12. Some delegations voiced support for the rec
ommendation of the Advisory Committee, contained in 
the last sentence of paragraph 17 of its report, that the 
incumbent of the post of Assistant Secretary-General 
should serve both as the head of the Centre and as the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General to the 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. Other 
delegations, however, stated that, in their view, provi
sion for the Secretary-General's Special Representative 
to that Conference should be maintained even if the 
post of Assistant Secretary-General for the Centre for 
Disarmament were established. 

13. The delegation of Mexico formally proposed 
that the Committee recommend an additional post at 
the Assistant Secretary-General level, as indicated in 
paragraph 11 of the Secretary-General's statement. The 
delegation of New Zealand formally proposed that the 
post of Assistant Secretary-General for the Centre for 
Disarmament be established by reclassifying the existing 
D-2 post in the staffing table of the Disarmament Af
fairs Division to the level of Assistant Secretary-General. 

Decisions of the Committee 

14. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to approve the recommendations contained in 
paragraphs 12 and 13 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee (A/3l/8/Add.14). 

15. Following a request by Mexico that its proposal 
(see para. 13 above) be given precedence over that 
of New Zealand (ibid.,) the Committee decided by 51 
votes to 7, with 29 abstentions, to accord priority to 
the Mexican proposal. 

16. The Committee then adopted, by 60 votes to 4, 
with 27 abstentions, the Mexican proposal that a new 
post of Assistant Secretary-General be established for 
the head of the Centre for Disarmament. 

17. Thereafter, the Committee rejected, by 31 votes 
to 28, with 33 abstentions, the proposal contained in the 
last sentence of paragraph 17 of the report of the Ad
visory Committee (A/31/8/Add.14), that the incum
bent of the post of Assistant Secretary-General serve 
both as head of the Centre and as the Special Repre
sentative of the Secretary-General to the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament. 

18. Finally, the Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution of the First Committee, an 
additional appropriation of $145,000 would be required 
under section 2C of the programme budget for the 
biennium 1976-1977 and an additional amount of 
$10,000 would be required under section 25 (staff as
sessment), the latter to be offset by an equivalent 
amount under income section 1. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/439 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/370 

(Agenda item 106) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/76) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in 
its report (A/31/370, para. 251). 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General informed 
the Committee that operative paragraph 7 of the draft 
resolution, under which the General Assembly would 
support the request of the International Law Commis
sion to the Secretary-General to prepare and publish 
as soon as possible a new and revised edition of the 
handbook entitled The Work of the International Law 
Commission,10 would result in no additional appropria
tion for the English edition in the current biennium, 
that additional requirements of up to $24,500 would 
be required in the programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979 for the French, Russian and Spanish edi
tions. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 

1o United Nations publication, Sales No. E.72.1.17. 

[Original: English] 
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Advisory Committee indicated that the Committee 
had taken note that no additional funds were requested 
for the 1976-1977 biennium for the publication of the 
handbook, but that additional appropriations would 
be required for the biennium 1978-1979 and would 
be considered in the context of the proposals put for
ward in the programme budget for that biennium. 

4. A formal proposal was made by the represen
tative of Egypt that the handbook be published in 
Arabic. The representative of the Office of Financial 
Services informed the Committee that that proposal 
would entail additional requirements of up to $17,700 
in the biennium 1978-1979. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, witho~t objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, no ad
ditional appropriation would be required for the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. Require
ments for 1978 would be considered in the context of 
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1978-
1979. 

DOCUMENT A/31/440 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/429 

(Agenda item 113) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.S/31/86) on the administrative and financial impli
cations of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth 
Committee in its report (A/31/429, para. 10), on 
the subject of measures to prevent international ter
rorism which endangers or takes innocent human lives 
or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General informed 
the Committee that the implementation of the draft 
resolution-under the terms of which the General 
Assembly, inter alia, would request the Secretary
General to provide the Ad Hoc Committee on Interna
tional Terrorism, established under Assembly resolu
tion 3034 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, with the 
necessary facilities and services in order to continue 
its work and, more specifically, to consider the observa
tions and concrete proposals put forward by States 
which had not yet submitted their views-would result 
in additional requirements of up to $151,800 in con
ference-servicing costs. However, the Secretary-General 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1976] 

was not requesting additional funds at the current 
stage, but would, towards the close of the session, adivse 
the General Assembly to what extent the costs could 
be absorbed within existing resources. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee indicated that the Committee had 
noted that no additional funds were requested at the 
current stage, and that conference-servicing require
ments of approximately $151,800, including resources 
already approved, would be considered by the General 
Assembly at a later date in the context of its considera
tion of the total requirements of the revised calendar 
of conferences for 1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly, that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, conference
servicing requirements not exceeding $152,000 would 
be considered by the Assembly in the context of its 
consideration of the total requirements of the revised 
calendar of conferences for 1977. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/441 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/430 

(Agenda item 123) 

Report of the Fifth ,Committee 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.5/31/87) on the administrative and financial impli
cations of the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth 
Committee in its report (A/31 I 430, para. 11). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly, inter alia, would: 

(a) Decide to establish an ad hoc committee on 
the drafting of an international convention against the 
taking of hostages, composed of 35 Member States; 

(b) Request the ad hoc committee to draft at the 
earliest possible date an international convention against 
the taking of hostages; 

(c) Request the Secretary-General to afford the 
ad hoc committee any assistance and provide it with 
all facilities it might require for the performance of 
its work, as well as to ensure that summary records 
on the meetings of the committee would be drawn up 
and submitted; 

(d) Request the ad hoc committee to present its 
report and to make every effort to submit a draft 
convention to the General Assembly for consideration 
at its thirty-second session; 

(e) Request the Secretary-General to communicate 
the report to Member States. 

[Original: English] 
[14 December 1976] 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$229,700 to cover conference-servicing costs in respect 
of the ad hoc committee. The Secretary-General further 
stated that, as regards possible additional budgetary 
requirements, he would report to the Fifth Committee at 
a later date, after the over-all pattern of conferences 
for 1977 had been evaluated in relation to existing 
resources, on the actual level of appropriations he 
considered would be required for the meeting. 

4. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee indicated that that Committee 
had noted that no additional funds were requeste.d at 
the current stage, and that conference-servicing require
ments of approximately $229,700 would be consid
ered by the General Assembly at a later date in the 
context of its consideration of the total requirements 
of the revised calendar of conferences for 1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee, conference
servicing requirements not exceeding $229,700 would 
be considered by the Assembly in the context of its 
consideration of the total requirements of the revised 
calendar of conferences for 1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/442/REV.l 

Implications of the draft resolutions contained in documents A/3l/L.29 and A/3l/L.31 

(Agenda item 25) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION A/31/L.29 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.5 /31/7 4) concerning the administrative and financial 
implications of a draft resolution (A/31/L.29) regard
ing the programme of work of the Special Committee 
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

2. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that the programme of work of the Special Committee 
would require a total expenditure of $450,000; bearing 
in mind the fact that $343,500 was available for 1977 

[Original: English] 
[17 December 1976] 

within existing provisions in the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977 and the possibility that not 
all of the activities described in the programme of 
work would be carried out, the adoption of draft resolu
tion A/31 /L.29 would not result in additional appro
priations at the current stage. Should the implementa
tion of the approved programme of work of the Special 
Committee require funds additional to those already 
provided, the Secretary-General would so report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session in his 
performance report on the programme budget. 

3. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee stated that, when the Advisory 
Committee considered the statement submitted by the 
Secretary-General, it bore in mind the fact that the 
Special Committee's programme of work was often 
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subject to change in the light of decisions taken by it 
during the year. Given that uncertainty, the Advisory 
Committee agreed with the Secretary-General that the 
adoption of draft resolution A/31 /L.29 would not call 
for additional appropriations at the current stage. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft resolution A/31 /L.29, no additional appropria
tions would be required at the current stage, on the 
understanding that, should the programme of work of 
the Special Committee result in additional financial 
requirements, the Secretary-General would report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session in 
his performance report on the programme budget. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION A/31/L.31 
5. At its 53rd meeting, on 16 December 1976, the 

Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/ 
31/96) on the administrative and financial implica
tions of a draft resolution (A/31/L.31) regarding the 
convening in 1977 of an international conference in 
support of the peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia. 
Under the terms of operative paragraph 2 of the draft 
resolution, the General Assembly would welcome the 
preparedness of the Government of Mozambique to 
hold the conference at Maputo. 

6. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
that the cost of convening such a conference at Head
quarters would amount to $115,500; however, con
ference and other servicing requirements entailing ex
penditures estimated at $33,900 could be absorbed 
within existing resources and thereby reduce the re
quested appropriation to $81,600. 

7. The statement also pointed out that, as no 
agreement had been received from the Government 
of Mozambique to defray the actual additional costs 
directly or indirectly involved, the conditions set out 
in paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 2609 
(XXIV) of 16 December 1969 did not obtain. On 
the other hand, it was clear from that resolution that 
the financial liability of the Organization should, in 
every case, be limited to the cost of holding the meeting 
at "the established headquarters" of a body. If the 
Organization had wished to depart from that principle, 
a specific provision to that effect would have had to 
be contained in the related resolution. In the absence 
of that provision, it should be assumed that the costs 
chargeable to the Organization would be limited to 
those that would be incurred if the conference were 
held at Headquarters. 

8. The Secretary-General indicated, for informa
tion purposes, that the cost of the conference, if it were 
held at Maputo, would amount to $328,100. 

9. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee noted the assumptions made by the 
Secretary-General in his statement and indicated that 
the Fifth Committee might wish to advise the General 
Assembly accordingly. 

Decision of the Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt the draft resolution contained in document AI 
31/L.31, an additional appropriation of $82,000 would 
be required under section 3 of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1976-1977. An additional amount 
of $8,000 would be required under section 25, offset 
by an equivalent amount under income section 1. 

DOCUMENT A/31/445 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Special Political Committee 
in document A/31/419 

(Agenda item 54) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, 
the Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, con
sidered the statement by the Secretary-General (A/ 
C.S/31/85) on the administrative and financial impli
cations of the draft resolution submitted by the Special 
Political Committee in its report (A/31/419, para. 7). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would: 

(a) Request the Special Committee on Peace
keeping Operations and its Working Group to renew 
efforts and to intensify negotiations for an early com
pletion of agreed guidelines for peace-keeping opera
tions in conformity with the Charter of the United 

[Original: English] 
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Nations, before the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly; 

(b) Request the Special Committee to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimated 
the financial implications of the draft resolution at 
$67,000 on a full-cost basis covering the confer
ence-servicing costs for the Special Committee on 
Peace-keeping Operations and its Working Group. In 
paragraph 7 of his statement, the Secretary-General 
indicated that, since those meetings had been included 
in the regular pattern of conferences over the years, 
the necessary provision was already included in the 
programme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977. There-
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fore, no additional appropriations were requested for 
the draft resolution. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee orally 
stated that the adoption of the draft resolution would 
require no additional appropriation for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution of the Special Political Committee, 
no additional appropriation would be required for the 
programme budget for the biennium I 97 6-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/446 

Implications of draft resolutions C and D submitted by the Special Political Committee 
in document A/31/399 

(Agenda item 55) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 50th meeting, on 14 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statements by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/ 
79 and A/C.S/31/80) on the administrative and 
financial implications of draft resolutions C and D 
submitted by the Special Political Committee in its 
report (A/31/399, para. 23). 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION C 

2. Under the terms of draft resolution C, the 
General Assembly would request the Special Committee 
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human 
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories, 
pending the early termination of the Israeli occupation, 
to continue to investigate Israeli policies and practices 
in the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, 
to consult, as appropriate, with the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross in order to ensure the safe
guarding of the welfare and human rights of the popula
tion of the occupied territories, and to report to the 
Secretary-General as soon as possible and whenever 
the need arose thereafter. It would also request the 
Secretary-General: 

(a) To render all necessary facilities to the Special 
Committee, including those required for its visits to 
the occupied territories with a view to investigating the 
Israeli policies and practices referred to in the draft 
resolution; 

(b) To continue to make available additional staff 
as might be necessary to assist the Special Committee 
in the performance of its tasks; 

(c) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports 
of the Special Committee, and of information regard
ing its activities and findings, by all means available, 
through the Office of Public Information and, where 
necessary, to reprint those reports of the Special Com
mittee which are no longer available; 

(d) To report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session on the tasks entrusted to him. 

3. In his statement (A/C.S/31/79), the Secretary
General indicated that it was his understanding that 
the Special Committee would implement, in 1977, a 
programme of work similar to that carried out in 1976, 
including field missions, and that, as a result, the adop-

[Original: English] 
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tion of the draft resolution would require an appropria
tion of $81,950 in the programme budget for the bien
nium 1976-1977 under section 18, to cover the general 
costs of the work programme of the Special Committee, 
and $6,100 under section 25 to cover staff assessment, 
offset by a corresponding amount under income sec
tion 1. The conference-servicing requirements of the 
Special Committee would be the object of a separate 
request-under section 23-after the Secretary-General 
had taken into account the available permanent and 
temporary resources of the Organization. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral statement, said that the Advisory Committee 
recommended acceptance of the estimates submitted by 
the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31/79). 

Decision of the Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee decided, by 52 votes to 2, 
with 17 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution C, an additional 
appropriation in the amount of $81,950 would be 
required under section 18 of the programme budget 
for the biennium 197 6-1977. In addition, an amount 
of $6,100 would be required for staff assessment under 
section 25, offset by a corresponding amount under 
income section 1. The Fifth Committee also decided to 
inform the General Assembly that adoption of the draft 
resolution would give rise to conference-servicing costs 
not exceeding $160,450, which would be considered 
by the General Assembly in the context of the total 
requirements for conference services in 1977. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION D 

6. Under the terms of draft resolution D, the 
General Assembly would request the Special Com
mittee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Ter
ritories to complete its survey on all the aspects referred 
to in operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution, 
namely, the statements made by the representative of 
the Syrian Arab Republic before the Special Political 
Committee to the effect that his Government reserved 
all rights to full compensation in regard to all damages 
resulting from the Israeli deliberate destruction of 
Quneitra, including those not covered by the United 
Nations expert's report on the destruction of Quneitra 
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(A/31/218, annex III) or not falling within the scope 
of his assignment. It would also request the Secretary
General to continue to provide the Special Committee 
with all the facilities required for the completion of the 
tasks referred to in the present paragraph. 

7. In his statement (A/C.S/31/80), the Secretary
General indicated that the adoption of draft resolution 
D would require an appropriation of $23,500 under 
section 18 of the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

8. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad-

visory Committee said that the .Advisory Committee 
recommended acceptance of the estimates submitted 
by the Secretary-General. 

Decision of the Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee decided, by 52 votes to 1, 
with 18 abstentions, to inform the General Assembly 
that, should it adopt draft resolution D, an additional 
appropriation in the amount of $23,500 would be 
required under section 18 of the programme budget 
for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/454 

Implications of draft resolutions I, ll, lli, IV, V, VI and VIII submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in document A/31/437 

(Agenda item 85) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 53rd meeting, on 16 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/81) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolutions I, II, III, IV, V, VI and VIII submitted 
by the Fourth Committee in its report (A/31/437, 
para. 18).U 

A. DRAFT RESOLUTION I (SITUATION IN NA
MIBIA RESULTING FROM THE ILLEGAL 
OCCUPATION OF THE TERRITORY BY 
SOUTH AFRICA) 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraphs 6 and 7 
of the draft resolution, the General Assembly would 
decide to increase the financial provisions in the budget 
of the United Nations Council for Namibia to finance 
the office of the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion ( SW APO) in New York and continue to defray 
the expenses of a representative of SW APO, whenever 
the United Nations Council for Namibia so requires. 

3. In his statement (A/C.S/31/81, paras. 2 to 6), 
the Secretary-General estimated that an additional ap
propriation of $15,300 would be required for the office 
of SWAPO in New York; he indicated that provision 
for a representative of SWAPO to travel with the 
Council when necessary was includ.:d within the 
resources requested for the programme of work of the 
Council. 

4. In its related report (A/31/8/Add.18, para. 2) 
the Advisory Committee indicated that it had no objec
tions to the Secretary-General's request. 

B. DRAFT RESOLUTION II (PROGRAMME OF 
WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS COUNCIL 
FOR NAMIBIA) 

:5. Under the terms of the draft resolution the 
General Assembly would, inter alia: 

11 In his statement of implications, the Secretary-General 
pointed out that, as regards draft resolution IV, the estimated 
requirement of $47,600 was included in the first performance 
report on the programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 
(A/C.S/31/37 and Corr.l), and that draft resolution VIII 
would have no financial implications for the biennium 1976-
1977. 

[Original: English] 
[16 December 1976] 

(a) Approve the report of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia, including the recommendations 
contained therein, 12 and decide to make adequate finan
cial provision for their implementation; 

(b) Request the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the President of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, to strengthen the units which service the 
Council in accordance with its requirements; 

(c) Request the Council to authorize the United 
Nations Commissioner for Namibia to appoint a resi
dent representative of the Commissioner in Botswana. 

6. In his statement (A/C.S/31/81, paras. 7 to 14) 
the Secretary-General estimated that the costs related 
to the programme of work, as outlined in paragraph 5 
above, would be as follows: 

(a) Missions 
(b) Strengthening of the units 

servicing the Council .... 

$177,800 

To be included as and 
when required in the 
proposed programme 
budget for the bien
nium 1978-1979 

(c) Office in Botswana . . . . . . $106,700 

7. In its report (A/31/8/ Add.18, paras. 3-5), 
the Advisory Committee indicated that it believed there 
was room for economies in the estimates related to the 
various missions and therefore recommended that the 
Secretary-General's request be reduced from $177,800 
to $150,000. 

8. As for the $106,700 requested for establishing 
the office of a resident representative of the Commis
sioner in Botswana, the Advisory Committee stated that 
it believed savings were possible and therefore recom
mended that the Secretary-General's estimates be re
duced by $11,700 to $95,000. 

C. DRAFT RESOLUTION III (INTENSIFICA
TION AND CO-ORDINATION OF UNITED 
NATIONS ACTION IN SUPPORT OF NA
MIBIA) 

9. Under the terms of operative paragraph 6 of the 
draft resolution, the General Assembly would authorize 

12 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Ses
sion, Supplement No. 24, vol. I, paras. 272 and 273. 
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the United Nations Council for Namibia to hold hear- 14. In its report (A/31/8/Add.18, para. 9), the 
ings and continue to seek information regarding the Advisory Committee indicated that savings could be 
exploitation and purchase of Namibian uranium. realized with reference to the preparation, acquisition, 

10. In his statement (A/C.5/31/81, paras. 15 and distribution of films on Namibia and therefore 
and 16), the Secretary-General indicated that an recommended that the Secretary-General's estimate be 
amount of $11,200 would be required for the travel reduced by $13,150 to $80,000. 
and subsistence of 10 witnesses who would be invited E. DRAFT RESOLUTION VI (UNITED NATIONS 
to testify before the Council. FUND FOR NAMIBIA) 

11. In its report (A/31/8/ Add.18, para. 6) the 15. Under the terms of operative paragraph 3 of 
Advisory Committee concurred with that request. the draft resolution, the General Assembly would 
D. DRAFT RESOLUTION V (DISSEMINATION decide to allocate to the United Nations Fund for 

OF INFORMATION ON NAMIBIA) Namibia the sum of $US 300,000 from the regular 

12. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would, inter alia: 

(a) Request the United Nations Council for 
Namibia to send a mission to the headquarters of the 
specialized agencies and non-governmental organiza
tions to discuss the question of dissemination of infor
mation and assistance to N amibians; 

(b) Request the Secretary-General to direct the 
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat, in co
operation with the United Nations Council for Namibia: 

(i) To acquire and distribute appropriate films 
on Namibia, including the new film on 
Namibia which was shown at Headquarters 

(ii) 

on Namibia Day, 26 August 1976; 
To prepare, in consultation with SW APO, a 
film on the contemporary situation inside 
Namibia and the struggle of the Namibian 
people for genuine national independence; 

(iii) To continue publicity through television, radio 
and other media; 

(iv) To continue to give publicity to the United 
Nations Council for Namibia and SWAPO 
on television in the United States of America 
and other major Western countries, in order 
to mobilize support in those countries for the 
genuine national independence of Namibia. 

13. In his statement (A/C.5/31/81, paras. 23-30), 
the Secretary-General estimated that the cost of mis
sions to the headquarters of specialized agencies and 
non-governmental organizations would amount to 
$7,600 and that the resources required by the Office 
of Public Information would amount to $85,550. 

budget of the United Nations for 1977. 
16. The Advisory Committee, in its report (A/ 

31/8/Add.18, para. 10), noted that the adoption of 
the draft resolution would result in an additional ap
propriation of $300,000 in the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977. 

SUMMARY 

17. In summary, the Secretary-General indicated 
that, should the General Assembly adopt all the draft 
resolutions of the Fourth Committee mentioned above, 
an additional appropriation of $542,250 would be 
required for the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977, of which $83,000 would be under sec
tion 21 (Office of Public Information) and $459,250 
under section 3C (United Nations Council for Namibia 
and Office of the United Nations Commissioner for 
Namibia). 

18. The recommendations made by the Advisory 
Committee would entail a reduction of $52,650, of 
which $13,150 would pertain to section 21 and $39,500 
to section 3C; accordingly, an additional appropriation 
of $70,000 under section 21 and $420,000 under sec
tion 3C would be required. 

* * * 
Decision of the Committee 

19. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that should it 
adopt the draft resolutions of the Fourth Committee, 
an additional appropriation of $490,000 ($420,000 
under section 3C and $70,000 under section 21) would 
be required for the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/456 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31/ 413 

(Agenda item 64) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 53rd meeting, on 16 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/ 
73) on the administrative and financial implications of 
draft resolution II submitted by the Second Committee 
in its report (A/31/413, para. 12). 

[Original: English] 
[18 December 1976] 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the 
General Assembly would request the Secretary-General, 
in formulating his draft programme budget for the 
biennium 1978-1979, to include provision for the 
financing from the regular budget of a substantial 
portion of those core programme administrative activ
ities currently financed from the trust fund established 
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in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 3243 
(XXIX), as an initial step in the process of ensuring 
a sound financial basis for the Office of the United 
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and to enable 
the Assembly to reach a final decision on that matter 
on the basis of the fullest possible information. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that should the draft resolution be adopted, he proposed 
to include in the proposed programme budget for 1978-
1979 between one quarter and one half of the Profes
sional and General Service posts approved for 1976 
for which a continuing need was demonstrated in 1978-
1979, plus a similar proportion of 1976 expenditures 
of a recurrent nature incurred for items other than 
salaries. 

4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced the report of the Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.17) in which it was noted that the adoption of 
the draft resolution by the General Assembly would 
carry no financial implications for the biennium 1976-
1977. As regards the programme budget for the bien
nium 1978-1979, however, the Committee noted that 
financial implications of between $690,000 and 
$1,380,000 (at 1977 rates) might arise pursuant to 

operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution of the 
Second Committee. He further stated that the report 
of the Advisory Committee contained a number of 
remarks and observations particularly relating to the 
need for the General Assembly to ensure that decisions 
affecting the budget and the medium-term plan were 
consistent and that the draft resolution should be 
interpreted in the context of policy guidelines that the 
General Assembly had set up for the preparation of 
the 1978-1979 programme budget. In conclusion, the 
Advisory Committee drew to the attention of the Gen
eral Assembly the growing practice whereby matters 
which were within the competence of the Fifth Com
mittee were considered and decided on in other Main 
Committees and other bodies. 

5. Comments made by representatives during the 
consideration of the question are contained in the 
relevant summary record of the meeting (A/C. 5/31 I 
SR.53). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided to inform the 
General Assembly that, should it adopt draft resolu
tion II of the Second Committee, there would be no 
financial implications for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/459 

Implications of draft resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31/451 

(Agenda item 57) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 55th meeting, on 17 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 15 3 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31!90) 
on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution II submitted by the Second Committee in 
its report (A/31/451, para. 13). 

2. Under the terms of operative paragraph 1 of 
that draft resolution, the General Assembly would ex
tend the mandate of the Committee to Draw up a 
Constitution for the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization as a Specialized Agency. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General proposed 
that the fifth session of that Committee should be held 
in the first half of 1977 in Vienna, and assumed that 
the Committee would meet for four weeks and that 
30 meetings per week would be serviced in five lan
guages (Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish), 
some meetings being held concurrently. It was assumed 
further that 30 to 40 other meetings would be serviced 
in either two or three languages, some meetings being 
held concurrently, and that no summary records would 
be established. 

4. On the basis of the above assumptions, the total 
cost of the fifth session of the Committee was estimated 
at $419,600, consisting of $6,800 for travel of substan
tive staff members from Headquarters, $204,000 for 
interpretation, $131,900 for in-session documentation, 
$17,600 for post-session documentation, $4,300 for 

[Original: English] 
[18 December 1976] 

information coverage, $32,000 for conference super
visory staff, $20,000 for overtime and $3,000 for hos
pitality. 

5. Under the terms of operative paragraph 4 of the 
draft resolution, the General Assembly would request 
the Secretary-General to make the arrangements neces
sary for convening the conference of plenipotentiaries 
during the second half of 1977 at United Nations Head
quarters. 

6. In his statement, the Secretary-General indicated 
that, in the absence of indications as to the timing and 
the duration of the conference of plenipotentiaries, a 
question on which the Committee to Draw Up a Consti
tution for UNIDO would have to make a recommenda
tion, his estimate was based on the assumptions that 
the conference would convene for one week, that there 
would be two meetings a day, that required services 
would be provided in five languages, and that there 
would be no pre-session or post-session documentation, 
but some 50 pages of in-session documentation. 

7. On the basis of the above assumptions, the total 
cost of the conference of plenipotentiaries was estimated 
at $45,600, consisting of $20,700 for interpretation and 
documentation, $12,100 for general services, $5,300 
for public information services and $7,500 for the travel 
of substantive staff from Vienna. 

8. In conclusion, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the total estimated requirements relating to draft 
resolution II amounted to $465,200 of which $63,100, 
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it was anticipated, could be absorbed from existing re
sources. A net additional appropriation in the amount 
of $402,100 was accordingly requested. 

9. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, in 
an oral report, stated that, since the convening of the 
conference of plenipotentiaries would depend on the 
progress achieved at the fifth session of the Committee 
to Draw Up a Constitution for UNIDO, the request 
for $45,600 for that purpose should be deferred. Con
cerning the Secretary-General's estimate of $419,600 
for the fifth session -of the Committee to Draw Up a 
Constitution for UNIDO, the Advisory Committee was 
of the opinion that some savings could be made in the 
estimates for public information, in-session and post
session documentation and conference supervisory staff 
components. In total, the Advisory Committee con-

sidered an appropriation of $250,000 under section 12 
adequate to service the fifth session of the Committee. 
Furthermore, the Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
stated that, should additional requirements arise out of 
servicing the fifth session of the Committee, the Secre
tary-General should report on those in the context of 
his performance report on the programme budget for 
the biennium 197 6-1977. 

Decision of the Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft resolution II of the Second Committee, an 
additional appropriation in the amount of $250,000 
would be required under section 12 of the programme 
budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/460 

Implications of draft decisions I and m submitted by the Second Committee 
in document A/31/335/ Add. I 

(Agenda item 66) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 53rd and 55th meetings, on 16 and 17 De
cember 1976, the Fifth Committee, in accordance with 
rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General As
sembly, considered the statements by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/31/91 and A/C.5/31/92) on the 
administrative and financial implications of draft deci
sions I and III submitted by the Second Committee in 
its report (A/31/335/Add.1, para. 27). 

A. DRAFT DECISION I 

2. Under the terms of draft decision I, the General 
Assembly would decide to take note of the report of 
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the 
Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations 
System13 and to extend the mandate of the Committee 
with a view to enabling it to submit final recommenda
tions, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, to the Assembly 
at its thirty-second session through the Economic and 
Social Council at its sixty-third session. 

3. In his statement (A/C.5/31/91), the Secretary
General estimated that, should the General Assembly 
adopt draft decision I, an appropriation of $8,500 
would be required in the programme budget for 1976-
1977 under section 1. The Secretary-General further 
indicated that conference-servicing costs of the Ad Hoc 
Committee would be $147,900 or $182,600, depend
ing upon whether the sixth session of the Committee 
required servicing for one or two weeks. The extent 
to which the costs would be absorbed from within 
resources already allocated to the Department of Con
ference Services would be shown in the consolidated 
statement of conference-servicing costs, and any appro
priation required for the Ad Hoc Committee would be 
included in that paper. 

13 Ibid .. Supplements Nos. 34, 34A and 34B. 

[Original: English] 
[19 December 1976] 

4. The Secretary-General also stated that, should 
further developments arising from the work of the Ad 
Hoc Committee impose additional financial require
ments in 1977 under the regular budget, he would seek 
the concurrence of the Advisory Committee to enter 
into the necessary commitments under the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 3540 (XXX) on unfore
seen and extraordinary expenditures for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

5. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee said that the Advisory Committee 
recommended that the $8,500 be absorbed within the 
resources already approved for section 1. He further 
stated that conference-servicing requirements would be 
analysed in the context of the consolidated statement 
of conference-servicing costs. 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
draft decision I of the Second Committee, no additional 
appropriation would be required for the biennium 1976-
1977. 

B. DRAFT DECISION III 

7. Under the terms of draft decision III, the Gen
eral Assembly would decide to take note, inter alia, of 
the preliminary study by the Secretary-General on the 
possibility of establishing an international energy insti
tute within the framework of the United Nations sys
tem.l4 

8. In his statement (A/C.5/31/92) on the ad
ministrative and financial implications of the draft de
cision, the Secretary-General indicated that, under para
graphs 6 and 7 of the study, he proposed to establish 

14 Document A/31/262 of 11 November 1976. 



26 General As.sembly-Thirty.first Sessionr--Annexes 

an ad hoc working group which would prepare, with 
the support of the Secretariat, a report regarding the 
desirability of establishing an international energy insti· 
tute within the United Nations system, for presentation 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session 
through the Economic and Social Council at its sixty
third session. The ad hoc working group would be com
posed of up to nine specialists nominated by Govern
ments on a wide geographical basis, who would serve 
in their individual capacities. The group would convene 
in early 1977 in New York and it was envisaged that 
the Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport 
of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
would serve as its secretariat. The Secretary-General 
stated that the total financial implications of draft de
cision III would amount to $56,000. Of that amount, 
$26,000 would be for conference-servicing costs. The 
extent of those costs which might be absorbed from 
within resources already allocated to the Department 
of Conference Services would be shown in the con
solidated statement of conference-servicing costs and 
any appropriation required for that purpose would be 

included in that paper. Accordingly, the Secretary-Gen
eral indicated that, at the current stage, an appropria
tion amounting to $30,000 to cover only the balance of 
the requirements was being requested under section SA 
of the programme budget for 197 6-1977. 

9. In an oral statement, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee stated that the Committee had been 
informed by the Secretary-General that the amount for 
which an additional appropriation was required could 
be reduced by $20,000 to $10,000. The Chairman also 
stated that the Advisory Committee recommended that 
the $10,000 be absorbed within the resources already 
approved for section SA. 

Decision of the Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to inform the General Assembly that, should it 
adopt draft decision III of the Second Committee, no 
additional appropriation would be required for the 
biennium 197 6-1977. 

DOCUMENT A/31/463 

Implications of the draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in document A/31/416 

(Agenda item 68) 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 56th meeting, on 19 December 1976, the 
Fifth Committee, in accordance with rule 153 of the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, considered 
the statement by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/93) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
draft resolution submitted by the Second Committee in 
its report (A/31/416, para. 11). 

2. Under the terms of the draft resolution, the Gen
eral Assembly, inter alia, would request the Adminis
trator of the United Nations Development Programme, 
in view of the importance of the United Nations Con
ference on Technical Co-operation among Developing 
Countries, to act as the Secretary-General of the Con
ference; would request the Secretary-General to invite 
representatives of organizations that have received a 
standing invitation from the General Assembly to par
ticipate in the session and the work of all international 
conferences convened under its auspices in the capacity 
of observers, in accordance with Assembly resolution 
3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, and representa
tives of the national liberation movements recognized 
in its region by the Organization of African Unity, in 
the capacity of observers, in accordance with Assembly 
resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974; would 
request the Secretary-General to ensure that the neces
sary arrangements were made for the effective participa
tion in the Conference of the representatives referred 
to above, including the requisite financial provisiom for 
their travel expenses and per diem; would decide to 
establish a small secretariat to assist the Secretary
General of the Conference in discharging his functions, 
composed of the Special Unit for Technical Co-opera
tion among Developing Countries for substantive pur-

[Original: English] 
[20 December 1976] 

poses and of the concerned services of the secretariat 
of the Economic and Social Council for organizational 
preparations, taking fully into account the need to main
tain close interrelationship between those two aspects of 
the preparatory work for the Conference; would request 
the Secretary-General to convene the first session of 
the Preparatory Committee in January 1977; would 
decide that requisite funds for the preparation of the 
Conference in 1977 over and above those already ap
proved by UNDP for the preparations for, and organi
zation of, the Conference, including those which may 
be necessary to strengthen existing services, should be 
provided under the regular budget of the United Nations 
and that the Preparatory Committee should prepare 
detailed recommendations to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session on the total budget of the Con
ference to be financed by the regular budget of the 
United Nations; would decide to include Arabic among 
the languages of the Conference; and would request the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secre
tary-General of the Conference to mobilize the assist
ance of the Office of Public Information of the Secre
tariat and the Division of Information of UNDP, as 
well as of the services concerned of the organizations 
of the United Nations system, to undertake a programme 
of public information activities designed to ensure 
world-wide awareness of an interest in the Conference 
and its objectives. 

3. In his statement, the Secretary-General requested 
an appropriation for 1977 of $556,100, over and above 
amounts that had already been appropriated by UNDP 
and those requested for appropriation as a part of the 
revised estimates arising from the decisions of the Eco-
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nomic and Social Council at its sixtieth and sixty
first sessions, see (A/C.5/32/23 and Corr.l and A/ 
31/8/Add.15). The Secretary-General indicated that 
his request was to cover costs related to the staff of 
the Secretary-General of the Conference ($315,800), 
staff resources for the preparation of documenta
tion ($167,600), a preparatory panel of consultants 
($72,700) and a strengthening of the secretariat of the 
Economic and Social Council ( $10,000). The Secre
tary-General stated further that time had not permitted 
the necessary detailed review of the programme of pub
lic information activities designed to ensure world-wide 
awareness of and interest in the Conference and its 
objectives. Consequently, the Secretary-General indi
cated that he would request an appropriation for infor
mation support programme at a later stage, preceded 
by a request for an advance under the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 3540 (XXX) on unfore
seen and extraordinary expenses for the biennium 
1976-1977. 

4. At the same meeting, the Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee introduced the report of the Com
mittee (A/31/8/Add.22). The Advisory Committee 
noted that, by operative paragraph 8 of the draft reso
lution, the Preparatory Committee should prepare de
tailed recommendations to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session on the total budget of the 
Conference to be financed by the regular budget of the 
United Nations. The Committee further noted its under
standing that, at the current stage, only a provisional 
agenda existed for the Conference and that the agenda 
would be finalized by the Preparatory Committee. Un
der the circumstances, the Advisory Committee regarded 
the Secretary-General's estimates as tentative and felt 
it was not in a position to make detailed recommenda-

tions on the total resources which would be required 
in 1977. The Advisory Committee therefore recom
mended that, on the assumption that by the time of its 
spring 1977 session the Preparatory Committee would 
have met and further information would be available, 
the Secretary-General should be requested to resubmit 
to the Advisory Committee at its spring 1977 session 
his estimates concerning the Conference. To cover the 
period from now until the Committee's spring session, 
the Advisory Committee recommended that the Gen
eral Assembly appropriate, at the current stage, under 
section 4, an amount of $352,000 which represented 
only the amount that would be needed to enable the 
Secretary-General to enter into the necessary commit
ments to commence work connected with the Con
ference. 

5. During the debate on the item, the representative 
of Argentina introduced and subsequently withdrew a 
proposal that an amount of $67,500 should be added 
to the amount recommended by the Advisory Com
mittee. A summary of the statements made by represen
tatives during the consideration of the question is con
tained in the relevant summary record of the meeting 
(A/C.5/31/SR.56). 

Decision of the Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, 
to inform the General Assembly that, should it adopt 
the draft resolution recommended by the Second Com
mittee ( A/31 I 416, para. 11), an additional appropria
tion of $352,000 under section 4 would be required, and 
that the Secretary-General was authorized to commit 
funds for additional requirements for 1977 under the 
standing procedure for unforeseen and extraordinary 
expenses. 

DOCUMENT A/31/469 

Establishment of the United Nations Industrial Development Fund 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 61st meeting, on 21 December, the Fifth 
Committee considered the note by the Secretary-Gen
eral on the establishment of the United Nations Indus
trial Development Fund (A/C.5/31/57), to which were 
annexed a draft resolution recommended by the Indus
trial Development Board on the establishment of the 
Fund, and the text of the general procedures governing 
the operation of the Fund. 

2. The draft resolution recommended by the Indus
trial Development Board15 provided, in section III, 
paragraph 1, that: 

"Without prejudice to section IV below, the In
dustrial Development Board in establishing the rules 
for the functioning and administration as well as sup
plementary terms of reference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Fund, shall be guided by the 
provisions of the present resolution. The Board shall 
also provide general policy guidance with a view to 

15 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Supplement No. 16, part one, para. 64. 

[Original: English] 
[22 December 1976] 

ensuring that the resources of the Fund are employed 
with maximum efficiency and effectiveness in pur
suance of the purposes of the Fund." 
3. In his note, the Secretary-General recalled the 

different interpretations and views held by delegations 
of States members of the Board as to whether the Secre
tary-General or the Board should promulgate the fi
nancial rules for the Fund, and the assumption by the 
Board that the General Assembly would first deal with 
that question before it took action on the consensus draft 
resolution on the establishment of the Fund. The Secre
tary-General further noted the provisions of financial 
regulation 10.1 of the Financial Regulations and Rules 
of the United Nations, which stated that the Secretary
General should establish financial rules and procedures, 
and he pointed out that, under Articles 97 and 98 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Secretary-General 
had normally promulgated the financial rules and proce
dures required to implement the financial regulations 
established by the General Assembly. Accordingly, the 
Secretary-General suggested that the objectives of the 
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Board might be accomplished without making any 
specific reference in the draft resolution to rules for the 
functioning and administration of the Fund and that 
the paragraph referred to should be amended to read as 
follows: 

[Same text as section III, paragraph 1, of the annex 
to draft resolution I in paragraph 9 below.] 

4. If the paragraph were so amended, the Secretary
General indicated that he would, in due course, promul
gate the necessary financial rules for the Fund. In para
graph 14 of his note, the Secretary-General indicated 
his understanding that the purpose of the Fund, as 
stated in section I of the draft resolution, and the guid
ing principles and functions, as set forth in section II, 
related to activities beyond the scope of the programmes 
authorized by the General Assembly under the regular 
budget and that, while the Fund was intended to en
hance and supplement such programmes, the resources 
of the Fund should not be used to finance posts or ac
tivities which should appropriately be justified under the 
regular budget. 

5. With regard to the general procedures governing 
the operations of the Fund, as adopted by the Industrial 
Development Board, 16 the Secretary-General indicated 
that, after consultation with the Executive Director of 
UNIDO, he found the proposed draft acceptable with 
two minor exceptions. Those concerned the substitution 
of the word "subaccounts" for the words "trust funds" 
appearing in article 5, and redrafting of article 6, para
graph 13, to achieve a clearer explanation of the process 
of reimbursement for support services. The text of those 
two articles, revised to include the modifications recom
mended by the Secretary-General would be as follows: 

[Same text as articles 5 and 6, paragraph 13, in the 
annex to draft resolution II in paragraph 9 below.] 

6. In an oral report, the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee stated that the Committee concurred with 
the three changes recommended by the Secretary
General to the text submitted by the Board. Drawing 
attention to the Secretary-General's understanding, as 
set out in paragraph 14 of his note, the Chairman 
further indicated that the Advisory Committee trusted 
that that understanding would be accepted. 

Decisions of the Committee 

7. In the course of the Committee's consideration 
of the item, the representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics orally proposed an amendment to 
the revised text of article 6, paragraph 13, of the gen
eral procedures, as recommended by the Secretary
General, so that the last sentence would read: "Reim
bursement for such services shall be from the resources 
of the Fund". The Fifth Committee rejected the amend
ment by a vote of 40 to 12, with 18 abstentions. 

8. The Fifth Committee decided without objection: 

(a) To adopt the amendments recommended by 
the Secretary-General to section III, paragraph 1, of 
the draft resolution, as well as to article 5 and article 6, 
paragraph 13, of the general procedures; 

(b) To recommend the adoption by the General 
Assembly of the draft resolution recommended by the 
Industrial Development Board, as amended (see para. 9 
below, draft resolution I); 

16Jbid., part two. paras. 33 and 34. 

(c) To recommend the adoption by the General 
Assembly of the general procedures governing the 
operation of the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Fund recommended by the Industrial Develop
ment Board, as amended (ibid., draft resolution II); 

(d) To recommend that the General Assembly 
should concur with the understanding of the Secretary
General regarding the purpose of the Fund, as set out 
in paragraph 14 of his note (A/C.5/31/57) (see 
para. 10 below). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

9. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Establishment of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Fund 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3086 (XXVIII) of 6 De
cember 1973, in which it requested the Secretary
General to prepare a report on the question of the 
establishment of a United Nations industrial develop
ment fund, 

Recalling also its resolution 3307 (XXIX) of 14 
December 197 4, in which it requested the Second Gen
eral Conference of the United Nations Industrial De
velopment Organization to consider the establishment 
of an industrial development fund to be financed on 
the basis of voluntary contributions, including the basic 
guidelines for its functioning, 

Taking into consideration the provisions on the 
United Nations industrial development fund contained 
in paragraphs 72 and 73 of section V entitled "Institu
tional arrangements" of the Lima Declaration and Plan 
of Action on Industrial Development and Co-opera
tion,17 which were endorsed by the General Assembly 
at its seventh special session in resolution 3362 (S-VII) 
of 16 September 1975, 

Recalling further its resolution 3402 (XXX) of 28 
November 1975, in which it requested the Industrial 
Development Board to report on the matter to the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-first session, 

Decides to establish a United Nations Industrial De
velopment Fund, to be managed by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization in accordance with 
the provisions set forth in the annex to the present 
resolution. 

ANNEX 

Provisions concerning the managentent of th<' 
United Nations lndu,;trial Development Fund 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Fund (hereinafter referred to as the Fund) is to increase the 
resources of the United Nations Industrial Development Or
ganization and enhance its ability to meet, promptly and 
flexibly, the needs of the developing countries. It shall supple
ment the assistance provided by means of the resources of the 
United Nations and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme directed towards the achievement of accelerated and 

17 See document A/ 10112 of 13 June 1975, chap. IV. 
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self-sustained growth of the developing countries in the in
dustrial field. 

II. GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND FUNCTIONS 

I. The Fund shall be used in conformity with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and with 
General Assembly resolution 2152 (XXI) of 17 Novem
ber 1966, establishing the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization. 

2. The Lima Declaration and Plan of Action on Industrial 
Development and Co-operation shall serve as the fundamental 
guidelines for the preparation of programmes financed by the 
Fund. In particular, the Fund should enable the United Na
tions Industrial Development Organization: 

(a) To participate in the implementation of the Declaration 
and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New In
ternational Economic Order, adopted by the General Assembly 
at its sixth special session,1s in so far as they relate to industrial 
development; 

(b) To implement relevant provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975, adopted at the 
seventh special session; 

(c) To implement the recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on a Long-Range Strategy for the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization; 

(d) To implement field projects, particularly those of non
traditional nature; 

(e) To intensify its activities in the development and 
transfer of technology; 

(f) To intensify its programmes aimed at establishing 
and/or increasing co-operation among developing countries 
and between developing and developed countries; 

(g) To strengthen its promotional activities; 

(h) To strengthen its industrial information systems; 

(i) To take concerted action and special measures to assist 
the least aeveloped countries. 

III. ROLE OF THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION 

I. The Industrial Development Board (hereinafter referred 
to as the Board) shall establish the terms of reference for the 
functioning and administration of the Fund and shall provide 
general policy guidance with a view to ensuring that the re
sources of the Fund are employed with maximum efficiency 
and effectiveness in pursuance of the purposes of the Fund.19 

2. The Executive Director of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization shall, taking into account the need 
for appropriate co-ordination with the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, prepare and submit annually to the Board 
the programme of the Fmad, with details of the projects and 
other activities to be undertaken. At the same time, he shall 
submit a plan incorporating estimates of resources and ex
penses for the following two years, including provision for 
programme support costs and administrative costs of the Fund 
and for transfers to and from reserves. 

3. The Board shall approve the programme of the Fund 
and shall exercise effective control over its constituent ac
tivities, apportioning the resources available, taking into account 
the estimates of the Executive Director, for such activities. The 
Board shall authorize the necessary allocation of funds to 
cover the following main categories: 

(a) Expenditure on programme activities; 
(b) Contingency margin for expenditure on projects to 

meet emergency needs; 
(c) Allocations, if any, to other units of the United Na

tions, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

18 Resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI). 
19 See draft resolution II below, annex. 

4. The Board shall approve projects within the resources 
as apportioned for programme activities of the Fund and shall 
allocate funds for such projects accordingly. The Board may 
delegate this authority to the Executive Director within limits 
and in such categories as it may establish. ' 

IV. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

~· The Fund shall be financed by voluntary contributions, 
which may be accepted from Governments, intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations and other non-govern
mental so~rces, i~ currencies chosen by contributors, for pur
poses consistent With those of the Fund. The available resources 
placed under the authority of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization from voluntary contributions will 
"c: in~egrated and become part of the Fund. Voluntary con
tnbutiOns by Governments may be made, at their option: 

(a) By pledges on an annual basis or for a number of 
years; 

(b) In accordance with regulations 7.2 and 7.3 of the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations; 

(c) By both of these methods. 
Other contributions may be accepted in accordance with regula
tions 7.2 and 7.3 of the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations. 

2. The voluntary contributions shall be governed by the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations except for such 
modification as may be approved by the General Assembly 
on the recommendation of the Board. 

3. The Fund shall be administered in accordance with the 
Financial Rules of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Fund. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

General procedures governing the operations of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Fund 

The General Assembly 

Adopts the general procedures governing the opera
tions of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Fund set forth in the annex to the present resolution. 

ANNEX 

General procedures governing the operations of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Fund 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations Industrial Development Fund was estab
lished by the General Assembly under resolution 311- of
December 1976.:w The present general procedures are formu
lated in pursuance of section III, paragraph I, of the annex to 
that resolution, which provides that the Industrial Development 
Board shall formulate such general policy guidance as is neces
sary to govern the operations of the Fund. 

Article 1. Definitions 

For the purposes of these general procedures, the following 
definitions shall apply: 

(a) "Fund" means the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Fund; 

(b) "Board" means the Industrial Development Board of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization; 

(c) "Government" means the Government of a State which 
is a Member State of the United Nations or member of a 
specialized agency of the United Nations or of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency which participates in the Fund as a 
donor or a recipient or both; 

(d) "The Secretary-General" means the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations or a member of the staff to whom he has 
delegated his authority or responsibility; 

20 See draft resolution I above, adopted by the General 
Assembly on 22 December 1976 as resolution 311202. 
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(e) "The Executive Director" means the Executive Director 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization or 
a member of the staff to whom he has delegated his authority 
or responsibility; 

(f) "The Controller" means the Controller of the United 
Nations or his authorized delegate; 

(g) "Contribution" means any voluntary contribution to 
the Fund irrespective of source; 

(h) "Donor" means any Government or other organization 
or individual who makes a contribution to the Fund; 

(i) "Project document" means the formal document de
scribing the purpose and plan of activities and the financial 
provisions of a Fund project on the basis of which that project 
is approved; 

(j) "Financial resources" means funds available to the 
Fund from all sources, including but not limited to contribu
tions, except counterpart contributions from recipient Gov
ernments; 

(k) "Counterpart contributions" means the amounts con
tributed to projects by recipient Governments for the cost of 
specific services and facilities as set out in project documents; 

( /) "Financial Rules" means the Financial Rules of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Fund; 

(111) "Allocation" means the authority from the Executive 
Director to incur commitments and make expenditures under 
those Rules for purposes specified in the allocation; 

(n) "Commitment" means the legal obligation to make a 
future expenditure from the resources of the Fund; 

( o) "Expenditure" means the disbursement of funds of the 
Fund by the Executive Director directly in full or partial li
quidation of a commitment. 

II. RESOURCES OF THE FUND 

Article 2. Financial resources 

The financial resources of the Fund shall be derived from 
voluntary contributions and other sources as defined in the 
Financial Rules. 

Article 3. Pledges 

1. Governments may pledge contributions to the Fund at 
any time. 

2. Contributions may be pledged either on an annual basis 
or for a number of years. Whenever possible, Governments are 
urged to pledge their contributions for a number of years. 
While Governments may pledge contributions to the Fund at 
any time, they are urged to do so on the occasion of the 
pledging conference. 

3. At the request of the Board, the Secretary-General shall 
convene a pledging conference, at which Governments may 
announce their contributions to the Fund. 

Article 4. Management of resources 

The resources of the Fund shall be acquired, authorized, 
administered, used and disposed of in conformity with the 
Financial Rules. 

Article 5. Subaccounts 

Within the framework of the Fund, subaccounts may be 
established by the Executive Director for specified purposes 
consistent with the policies, aims, and activities of the Fund, 
in accordance with regulation 7.3 of the Financial Regulations 
of the United Nations. The purpose and limits of each sub
account shall be clearly defined. The Financial Rules shall 
apply to any subaccount established under the present article. 

III. APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
FUND PROGRAMME 

Article 6. Responsibilities of the Board 
and of the Executive Director 

1. The Board shall provide general policy guidance with a 
view to ensuring that the resources of the Fund are employed 

with maximum efficiency and effectiveness in pursuance of the 
purposes of the Fund. 

2. The Executive Director shall submit to the Board each 
year the programme of the Fund for the following year. This 
programme shall be developed subject to such guidance as may 
have been provided by the Board. The programme activities 
shall be submitted in sufficient detail and shall include estimates 
of expenditure according to types of activity. 

3. In submitting his programme proposals, the Executive 
Director shall: 

(a) Provide estimates of the anticipated resources of the 
Fund; 

(b) Propose the sums to be transferred to or from reserves; 

(c) Specify the amounts to be set aside for programme 
support and administrative costs; 

(d) State the resources consequently estimated to be avail
able to finance projects. 

4. The formulation of the programme shall be so under
taken as to provide a margin of flexibility in the final choice 
of projects to be implemented in a given financial year. 

5. The programme submission shall be accompanied by a 
plan containing estimates of future resources and their pro
posed apportionment. This plan shall cover two years, that 
of the programme and the following year. 

6. The Board shall approve the programme and authorize 
the allocation of funds in the manner prescribed in section III, 
paragraph 3, of the annex to General Assembly resolu
tion 31/2,20 

7. The Board shall exercise effective control over the con
stituent activities of the Fund. To this end, it shall ensure 
that systematic evaluations are undertaken of individual projects 
and of the programme of the Fund. 

8. The secretariat of the United Nations Industrial De
velopment Organization shall formulate on a continuous basis 
such projects as are necessary to accomplish the programme 
activities of the Fund approved by the Board within the limits 
of the resources available to the Fund. 

9. Any Government seeking assistance from the Fund 
shall submit a request in writing to the Executive Director 
providing detailed information on the kind of assistance re
quired, the objectives it hopes to achieve and the services and 
facilities which it expects to be able to contribute. Such Gov
ernment shall provide a time-table and shall identify the gov
ernmental entities responsible for the project. 

10. In respect of each project, the secretariat of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization shall prepare a 
project document for approval in accordance with section III, 
paragraph 4, of the annex to resolution 31/2.20 The objectives 
which a project is designed to achieve shall be identified therein, 
as shall be the follow-up action expected to be taken consequent 
on the completion of the project. The establishment of a basis 
for such follow-up action may in appropriate cases be a suitable 
objective for a project. 

11. The project document shall: 

(a) Describe all financial, technical, managerial and other 
resources required for the successful implementation of the 
project; 

(b) Include a work plan and any special arrangements 
applicable to the execution of the project; 

(c) Contain a budget estimate showing the financial im
plications of the project in its entirety and including a state
ment, where applicable, of the counterpart contribution to be 
made by a recipient Government, as well as its amount, timing 
and form. 

If the project is expected to be implemented during more than 
one financial year, separate estimates shall be prepared for each 
such period. 

12. Following approval, project documents shall be signed 
by representatives of the recipient Government, where re-
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quired, and of the Executive Director. The approved docu
ments, including the budget estimates and work plans, shall 
be the basis of allocating funds for the activities concerned. 

13. Programme support and administrative services for 
the implementation of projects of the programme of the Fund 
shall be provided by the various units of the secretariat of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization as ap
propriate. Reimbursement for such services from resources of 
the Fund shall be at the rate of reimbursement to executing 
agencies currently applied by the! United Nations Development 
Programme. 

14. The Executive Director shall submit annual and, where 
appropriate, special reports to the Board on the implementa
tion of the programme of the Fund, in all its aspects and with 
emphasis on the concept of performance reporting. 

Draft decision 

10. The Fifth Committee also recommends that 
the General Assembly should concur with the under
standing of the Secretary-General regarding the purpose 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Fund, as 
recorded in paragraph 14 of his note (A/C.5/31/57). 

DOCUMENT A/31/470 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

[Original: English] 
[22 December 1976] 

CONTENTS 
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1. By its resolution 3539 (XXX) of 17 Decem
ber 1975, the General Assembly approved a total ap
propriation of $745,813,800 under the various expen
diture sections of the programme budget for the 
biennium 197 6-1977 and estimates of income from 
various sources during the same period in a total 
amount of $118,292,300 or a net assessment level of 
$627,521,500. 

2. Under agenda item 92, the Fifth Committee 
examined the report of the Secretary-General on the 
budget and programme performance of the United 

Decision of the Committee ............. . 

I. Revised estimates concerning the United Na
tions Conference on Trade and Development 

Decision of the Committee ............. . 
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Trade Centre ......................... . 
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Nations for the biennium 1976-1977 (A/C.5/31/37 
and Corr.l and Add.1) and the related report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/8/ Add.25 and Corr.l). In his report, 
the Secretary-General requested an additional appro
priation of $13,300,500 for the biennium as a whole, 
based on developments and expenditure trends during 
the first six months of the biennium, and projections in 
respect of the balance of the financial period. He also 
proposed a reduction of $282,800 in the estimates of 
income. 

3. In addition, proposed additional appropriations 
in a total amount of $35,263,150 and revised estimates 
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of income totalling $9,012,100 were examined by the 
Committee on the basis of a number of other reports 
of the Secretary-General and of the Advisory Com
mittee. 

4. The Fifth Committee recommends an increase 
of $38,119,100 in the gross appropriation approved by 
the General Assembly in resolution 3539 (XXX) for a 
total of $783,932,900 and an increase of $8,595,000 in 
the total estimated in~ome for a total of $126,887,300. 

5. The views expressed during the discussion of the 
special subjects under this agenda item are reflected in 
the summary records of the Committee which are in
dicated below, in the text dealing with each of those 
subjects. 

Consideration of specific questions 

A. EMOLUMENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

6. The question of emoluments of members of the 
International Court of Justice was discussed by the 
Committee at its lOth, 12th, 13th and 14th meetings 
on 18, 20, 21 and 22 October. 

7. For its consideration of the question, the Com
mittee had before it the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/31/13) as well as the related report of the 
Advisory Committee (A/31/8/Add.3), to which was 
annexed the following draft resolution: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 
and 2 are the same as the preamble and the corre
sponding paragraphs of draft resolution 1 in para
graph 107 below]; 

"3. Decides that the allowances and compensa
tion provided for in Article 32, paragraphs 2 to 4, 
of the Statute of the International Court of Justice 
and the retirement pensions given to members of 
the Court shall be reviewed concurrently with the 
review of their annual salary, and that the system of 
interim adjustments shall not apply to them." 
8. The report of the Advisory Committee was in

troduced by the Chairman of the Committee at the 
lOth meeting of the Fifth Committee. 

9. At the 12th meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines orally proposed the following two amend
ments to the draft resolution: 

(a) The addition of a third preambular paragraph 
reading: 

"Taking into account the views expressed by mem
bers of the Fifth Committee"; 
(b) The insertion of the word "periodic" before 

the word "review" in operative paragraph 3. 
10. The first of the amendments was withdrawn 

at the 13th meeting. 

Decision of the Committee 

11. At its 14th meeting, the Fifth Committee, by 
61 votes to 16, with 5 abstentions, adopted the draft 
resolution (A/31/8/Add.3, annex) as orally amended 
(see para. 107 below, draft resolution I). 

B.. YEARBOOK OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

12. The report of the Secretary-General on the 
Yearbook of the United Nations (A/C.5/31/12) was 

considered by the Fifth Committee at its lOth to 13th 
and 18th meetings, together with the question of the 
United Nations information centres system from 18 
to 21 and on 28 October. 

13. The report of the Secretary-General, which 
was submitted in response to a decision taken by the 
General Assembly at its 2444th plenary meeting, on 
17 December 1975,21 wherein the Secretary-General 
was requested to explore ways and means of ensuring 
a more timely publication of the Year book without 
impairing its quality and high standards, and to report 
to the Assembly at its thirty-first session, was introduced 
by the Assistant Secretary-General for Public Informa
tion at the lOth meeting of the Committee. 

14. At the same meeting, the related report of the 
Advisory Committee (A/31/8/ Add.l and Corr.l) was 
introduced by the Chairman of the Committee in an 
oral statement before the Fifth Committee. 

15. In order to achieve a timely issue of the Year
book-that is, within an 18-month period-, the Secre
tary-General requested additional staff resources for the 
Yearbook Unit within the Office of Public Information; 
the financial requirements would amount to $108,500 
in 1977 and $136,500 in 1978, net of staff assessment 
(A/C.5/3l/12, paras. 8, 9 and 17). 

16. In paragraph 13 of its report, the Advisory 
Committee stated that acceptance of its recommenda
tions in paragraphs 7 to 12 of that report would mean 
a reduction of $31,200 in the Secretary-General's es
timates of financial implications for both 1977 and 
1978. An additional amount of $77,300 would there
fore be required for the biennium 197 6-1977 as against 
the $108,500 set forth in detail by the Secretary-Gen
eral in paragraph 19 of his report. 

17. At the 13th meeting, the representative of Pak
istan proposed that, in taking a decision on this ques
tion, the Committee should also endorse the recom
mendations made by the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination in its report on the work of its sixteenth 
session, in which it stated the following: 

"In connexion with the United Nations Yearbook, 
the Committee recommended that the Secretary-Gen
eral should give this important publication the high 
priority it deserved by reassigning adequate resources, 
by ensuring the timely submission of reports by 
different units and by streamlining production meth
ods. The Committee considered that this important 
publication should be ready within a year after the 
end of the regular session of the General Assembly, 
without prejudice to its recognized quality and high 
standards of objectivity. "22 

18. At the 18th meeting, after a debate on the 
proposal, the representative of Pakistan decided to 
withdraw his proposal in view of the apparent contra
diction between the 18-month target mentioned by the 
Secretary-General and the 12-month target recom
mended by CPC. His delegation did not wish to create 
an artificial controversy over a matter which for all 
practical purposes had been resolved. The Assistant 
Secretary-General for Public Information had stated his 
commitment to the timely publication of the Yearbook, 
and the delegation of Pakistan was confident that, after 
the current backlog was cleared, the Secretary-General 

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Ses
sion, Supplement No. 34, item 96, p. 144, para. 11 (ii). 

22 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 38, para. 51. 
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would make every reasonable effort to achieve a 
12-month target without requesting additional funds. 

19. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee: 
(a) Decided, without objection, to recommend that 

the General Assembly should take note of the report 
of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/12); 

(b) Decided, by 69 votes to 9, with 1 abstention, 
to recommend that the General Assembly should con
cur with the comments and observations of the Ad
visory Committee in its report (A/31/8/ Add. I and 
Corr.1); 

(c) Decided, by 68 votes to 12, with 4 abstentions, 
to recommend that the General Assembly should ap
prove the recommendation of the Advisory Committee 
contained in paragraph 13 of its report. 

20. The comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion of the question, as well as the 
explanations of vote, are reflected in the summary rec
ords of the Committee {A/C.5/31/SR.10-13 and 18). 

Decision of the Committee 

21. At its 18th meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided to recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the Yearbook of the United Nations; 

(b) Concur with the comments and observations 
of the Advisory Committee in its report; 

(c) Approve the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee contained in paragraph 13 of its report. (See 
para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. I.) 

C. UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION 
CENTRES SYSTEM 

22. The question of the United Nations informa
tion centres system was considered by the Fifth Com
mittee at its lOth to 13th meetings, from 18 to 21 Oc
tober. 

23. For its consideration of the question, the Com
mittee had before it the report of the Secretary-General 
{A/C.5/31/14), containing the results of an over-all 
review of the information centres system which was 
initiated in 1973, as well as the related report of the 
Advisory Committee (A/31/8/Add.2). 

24. The report of the Advisory Committee was 
introduced by the Chairman of that Committee in an 
oral statement before the Fifth Committee at its 1Oth 
meeting. 

25. At the same meeting, the Assistant Secretary
General for Public Information introduced the report 
of the Secretary-General and, at the 13th meeting, 
orally replied to a number of questions raised during 
the consideration of the question. 

26. The comments and observations made by dele
gations in the course of the discussion are reflected in 
the summary records of the Committee (A/C.S/31/ 
SR.10-13). 

Decision of the Committee 

27. At its 13th meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to recommend that the General 
Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the United Nations information centres system; 

(b) Concur with the comments and observations 
made by the Advisory Committee in its report. (See 
para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. II.) 

D. FUTURE TREND IN COMPUTER USAGE 

28. The Committee discussed the report of the Sec
retary-General on electronic data processing and infor
mation systems in the United Nations (A/C.5/31/3), 
as well as the related report of the Advisory Committee 
(A/31/255), at its 15th, 21st, 23rd, 25th and 27th 
meetings, on 25 October and 2, 4, 8 and 10 November. 

29. At the 15th meeting, the report of the Advisory 
Committee was orally introduced by the Chairman of 
that Committee. 

30. In its report, the Advisory Committee con
cluded that there was need for greater discipline in the 
use of electronic data processing facilities at Head
quarters (New York Computing Centre). Accordingly, 
it recommended the establishment within the Secretariat 
of an interdepartmental information systems board, 
which would conduct annual reviews of the information 
systems in each department and would meet on a regular 
basis to review, evaluate and approve requests sub
mitted to the Electronic Data Processing and Informa
tion Systems Service (EDPIS) for new computer-based 
information systems, including those requests put for
ward as part of the medium-term plan. In this con
nexion, it recommended that the rental replacement of 
a computer requested by the Secretary-General should 
be delayed until after the board had been established 
and had carried out the necessary reviews. The funds 
requested by the Secretary-General for this purpose 
($332,200) would be released after the Advisory Com
mittee was satisfied that the necessary safeguards were 
in place and functioning. 

31. The Advisory Committee could not agree to 
the Secretary-General's request for funds for the pur
chase of additional interactive remote processing equip
ment in 1977. It noted that the Secretary-General had 
approached the question of such an acquisition on a 
piecemeal basis, and believed that the wider implica
tions of the subject warranted the undertaking of co
ordinated feasibility studies of the needs of all pro
grammes. 

32. With regard to the electronic data processing 
programmes at Geneva and Vienna and in UNEP and 
the regional commissions, the Advisory Committee ob
served that the need for discipline and co-ordination, 
which it had emphasized with respect to the New York 
computing centre facilities, applied to all centres. 

33. The comments and observations of delegations 
in the course of the discussion of the question, as well 
as the comments of the representative of the Secretary
General and his replies to queries, are reflected in the 
summary records of the Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.15, 
21, 23, 25 and 27). 

Decisions of the Committee 
34. At its 27th meeting, the Fifth Committee, as 

recommended by the Advisory Committee, approved 
by 64 votes to 9, with 3 abstentions, additional appro
priations for the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977 of $359,900 under section 22D (EDPIS), 
$153,400 under section 22G (Administrative and Fi
nancial Services, Geneva) and $24,900 under section 25 
(staff assessment), as well as increases of $24,900 
under income section 1 and $290,000 under income 
section 2. 



34 General Assembly-Thirty-first SeuiODt--Annexe!l 

35. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided, without objection, to recommend that the Gen
eral Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report o~ the Secretary-G~n
eral on the electronic data processmg and mformatlon 
systems in the United Nations and of the related report 
of the Advisory Committee; 

(b) Take note of the views expressed by delega
tions in the Fifth Committee; 

(c) Endorse the observations and recommendations 
made by the Advisory Committee in its report. (See 
para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. III.) 

E. REVIEW OF ACTION TAKEN ON THE REC
OMMENDATIONS OF THE ADMINISTRA
TIVE MANAGEMENT SERVICE 

36. The Fifth Committee considered the report of 
the Secretary-General on the review ~~ acti.on taken 
on the recommendations of the AdmmistratlVe Man
agement Service (A/C.5/3l/6) and the related rep~rt 
of the Advisory Committee (A/31/8/Add.5) at Its 
21st 24th and 25th meetings on 2, 5 and 8 November. 
The 'committee also had before it a report of the Secre
tary-General on the question. of a merger of the A~
ministrative Management Service and the Internal Audit 
Service (A/C.5/31/29). 

37. At its 24th meeting, the Fifth Committ~e de
cided, without objection, to deal with the questiOn . of 
the future of the Administrative Management Service 
when it considered agenda item 96 concerning admin
istrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United 
Nations with the specialized agencies and the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency. 

38. The report of the Advisory Committee was 
introduced by the Chairman of that Committee at the 
21st meeting. 

39. In an oral statement before the Committee at 
its 24th meeting, the Under-Secretary-General for Ad
ministration and Management commented on the role 
of the Administrative Management Service and replied 
to observations made during the discussion. 

40. In paragraphs 12 to 19 of its report, the Ad
visory Committee, commenting on the report of the 
Secretary-General on the review of action taken on the 
recommendations of the Administrative Management 
Service made a number of suggestions which it believed, 
if accepted, would help to make the Service more effec
tive. In particular, it believed that staff at all levels of 
the Secretariat should be made aware that management 
and other improvement efforts have the full backing 
of the Secretary-General and that, once it had been 
decided by the Secretary-General that a recommend~
tion of the Administrative Management Service was m 
the interest of the Organization, the recommendation 
should be implemented in full. T~e. Ad~isory Com
mittee suggested also that the Admimstrabve Mana¥e
ment Service should have the necessary degree of m
dependence in the exercise of its functions, that . it 
should have sufficient qualified staff to carry out Its 
work and that its role should not be hampered by the 
establishment of departmental administrative manage
ment units. 

41. The comments and observations made by dele
gations in the course of the debate on this question. are 
reflected in the summary records of the Committee 
(A/C.5/31/SR.21, 24 and 25). 

Decision of the Committee 

42. At its 25th meeting, the Fifth Committee, on 
the understanding that the question of the fut.ur~ of the 
Administrative Management Service would be discussed 
under agenda item 96, decided without objection to 
recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the review of action taken on the recommenda
tions made by the Administrative Ma~agement Service 
and of the related report of the Advisory Committee; 

(b) Concur with the observations and recommen
dations made by the Advisory Committee in para
graphs 12 to 19 of its report. (See para. 107 below, 
draft resolution V, sect. IV.) 

F. USE OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS 
IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

43. The Committee considered the question of the 
use of experts and consultants in the United Nations at 
its 6th, 7th and 44th meetings, on 11 and 13 October 
and 8 December. 

44. For its consideration of the question, the Com
mittee had before it the report of the Secret!lry-General 
on the subject, (A/C.5/31/10) and Corr.l), sub
mitted pursuant to a decision taken by the General 
Assembly ac its 2444th plenary meeting, on 17 De
cember 1975.23 

45. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
stated the views of the Advisory Committee on the re
port of the Secretary-General in an oral statement be
fore the Fifth Committee at its 6th meeting. 

46. The representative of the Secretary-General 
made an oral statement at the same meeting. 

47. When the Fifth Committee resumed its dis
cussion of the question at its 44th meeting, it had be
fore it an addendum (A/C.5/31/10/Add.1 and Corr.l) 
to the report of the Secretary-General, containing sta
tistical information, covering the period from 1 January 
to 30 June 1976, with respect to the new procedure 
instituted for the recruitment of consultants, experts 
and individual contractors. 

48. At the 44th meeting, in reply to comments made 
and questions raised in the course of the debate, oral 
statements were made by the representative of the Sec
retary-General and the Chief of the Secretariat Recruit
ment Service. 

49. At the same meeting, the representative of 
Poland orally submitted a draft resolution whereby the 
Committee would recommend to the General Assembly 
that it take note of the report of the Secretary-General 
and of the oral report of the Advisory Committee, 
reaffirm the decisions it had taken on that question in 
1974 and 1975 and request the Secretary-General to 
report to the Assembly, through the Advisory Com
mittee, on the implementation of those decisions. 

50.The comments and observations made by delega
tions in the course of the discussion of the question are 
reflected in the summary records of the Fifth Com
mittee (A/C.5/31/SR.6, 7 and 44). 

Decision of the Committee 

51. At its 44th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
adopted, without objection, the draft resolution sub-

23Jbid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34, item 96, 
p. 145, para. {t) (iii). 
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mitted by Poland (see para. 107 below, draft resolu
tion II). 

G. ESTABLISHMENT OF A RATIONALE FOR 
THE ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES BE
TWEEN THE REGULAR BUDGET AND THE 
FUND OF THE UNITED NATIONS ENVI
RONMENT PROGRAMME 

52. At it§ 45th meeting, on 9 December, when the 
Committee considered the question of the establish
ment of a rationale for the allocation of expenses be
tween the regular budget and the Fund of UNEP, it 
had before it the report of the Secretary-General and 
the Executive Director of UNEP on the subject (A/ 
C.5/31/39 and Corr.l and 2), as well as the related 
report of the Advisory Committee (A/31!8/Add.10). 

53. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee in
troduced the Committee's report in an oral statement 
before the Committee. 

54. In the conclusion of its report, the Advisory 
Committee stated that it did not recommend acceptance 
of the proposal of the Secretary-General and the Ex
ecutive Director of UNEP that the General Assembly 
and the Governing Council of UNEP approve a 40:60 
ratio as the theoretically appropriate ratio for the dis
tribution of staff costs between the regular budget of 
the United Nations and the Fund of UNEP. At the same 
time, it was of the opinion that the current policy, under 
which no posts were to be added to the regular budget 
establishment of UNEP, need not be extended auto
matically beyond 1977. However, any proposals by the 
Secretary-General to increase the regular budget es
tablishment during the biennium 1978-1979, or sub
sequently, should be accompanied by full justification 
in terms of functions and grading and should be con
sistent with the decisions taken or to be taken by the 
Assembly on the medium-term plan for the period 
1978-198!24 and subsequent medium-term plans. 

Decision of the Committee . 
55. At its 45th meeting, after a short discussion, 

the Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to 
recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the establishment of a rationale for the alloca
tion of expenses between the regular budget of the 
United Nations and the Fund of UNEP and of there
lated report of the Advisory Committee; 

(b) Endorse the conclusions of the Advisory Com
mittee contained in paragraph 16 of its report. (See 
para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. V.) 

H. UNITED NATIONS ACCOMMODATION IN 
GENEVA, ADDIS ABABA, BANGKOK, SAN
TIAGO AND NAIROBI 

56. The Committee considered the question at its 
51st meeting, on 15 December, at which time it had 
before it the following reports: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on United 
Nations accommodation in Addis Ababa, Bangkok and 
Santiago (A/C.5/31!41); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on United 
Nations accommodation in Nairobi (A/C.S/31/45); 

24Jbid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 6A and corri
genda. 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the ex
tension of the Palais des Nations at Geneva (A/C.5/ 
31/20); 

(d) Report of the Advisory Committee (A/31/ 
8/Add.16) on the three above-mentioned reports. 

Decision of the Committee 

57. At its 51st meeting, the Fifth Committee de
cided to recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the above-mentioned reports of 
the Secretary-General; 

(b) Also take note of the related report of the 
Advisory Committee. (See para. 107 below, draft reso
lution V, sect. VI.) 

I. REVISED ESTIMATES CONCERNING THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

58. The Committee considered the question at its 
45th, 48th, 51st and 57th meetings on 9, 13, 15 and 
20 December, at which time it had before it the revort 
of the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/49) on the revised 
estimates resulting from the decisions of the Trade and 
Development Board arising from UNCT AD at its fourth 
session and the related report of the Advisory Committee 
(A/31/8/Add.12). 

59. In his report, the Secretary-General indicated 
that the financial implications of the decisions taken by 
the Trade and Development Board at the first part of 
its sixteenth session amounted to $3,044,700. Of this 
amount, an appropriation of $2,337,700 was requested 
for the biennium 1976-1977; the difference of $707,000 
related to conference services for UNCTAD, for which 
no appropriation was requested at the current stage. 

60. In its report, the Advisory Committee recom
mended reductions totaling $479,700 in the appropria
tion requested by the Secretary-General. With regard 
to the amount of $707,000 relating to conference serv
ices for UNCTAD, the Advisory Committee suggested 
that the Fifth Committee might wish to request the 
Committee on Conferences to study the question of the 
provision of United Nations services to meetings of 
regional and other limited-access groups and, to the 
extent possible, recommend guidelines which could be 
applied in the future. 

61. During the discussion of the question, the 
representative of Sri Lanka proposed that, in addition 
to the recommendations made by the Advisory Com
mittee, the following posts, which had been requested 
by the Secretary-General in his report, be reinstated: 

(a) One P-3 post and 1 General Service post for 
the advisory service on the transfer of technology; 

(b) One additional P-3 post for the manufactures 
and semi-manufactures programme; 

(c) One P-3 post and 1 P-2 post for the pro
gramme for economic co-operation among developing 
countries; 

(d) One P-2 post and 1 General Service post for 
the special programme for least developed, land-locked 
and developing island countries. 

With respect to the last-named programme the repre
sentative of Afghanistan made a similar proposal con
cerning the establishment of an additional P-2 post. 
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62. The financial implications of the additions 
proposed by Sri Lanka and Afghanistan to the recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee amounted to 
$119,900 under section 11 of the programme budget 
for the biennium 1976-1977 and $24,000 under sec
tion 25, offset by a corresponding amount under income 
section 1. 

63. At its 51st meeting, the Committee adopted, 
by 66 votes to 17, with 7 abstentions, the proposals of 
Sri Lanka and Afghanistan to amend the recommenda
tion of the Advisory Committee, as set out in para
graphs 61 and 62 above. 

64. The Committee then adopted the recommenda
tions of the Advisory Committee ( A/31 I 8 I Add.l2, 
para. 21), as amended, by 72 votes to 11, with 6 
abstentions. 

65. As a result of the Committee's action, revised 
estimates, representing additional net appropriations 
totalling $1,977,900, would be included in the pro
gramme budget for 1976-1977 as follows: 

US dollar• 

Section 11. United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 1 847 900 

Section 22. Administration, management and 
general services 130 000 

Section 25. Staff assessment 3 34 000 
Income section 1. Income from staff assess-

ment . 334 000 

66. Also at the 51st meeting, the representative of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland orally proposed that the Committee endorse 
the Advisory Committee's suggestion contained in the 
last sentence of paragraph 23 of its report, which read 
as follows: 

"The Advisory Committee suggests that the Fifth 
Committee may wish to request the Committee. on 
Conferences to study the question of the provision 
of United Nations services to meetings of regional 
and other limited-access groups and, to the extent 
possible, recommend guidelines which could be 
applied in the future." 
67. At the same meeting, the representative of Sri 

Lanka proposed the following draft resolution (A/ 
C.5/3l/L.37): 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble and operative paragraphs 1 
and 2 are the same as the corresponding paragraphs 
of draft resolution Ill in paragraph 107 below]; 

"3. Recommends that the provision of United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
services for meetings of different kinds be further 
considered by the Trade and Development Board as 
necessary with a view to taking the appropriate de
cisions." 

Sri Lanka subsequently withdrew operative paragraph 3 
of its draft resolution. 

68. At the 57th meeting, the oral proposal made 
by the United Kingdom was rejected by 45 votes to 26, 
with 20 abstentions. 

69. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by Sri Lanka (A/C.5/ 
31/L.37), as revised, by 86 votes to 9, with 5 absten
tions. 

70. Statements made by the representative of the 
Secretary-General in reply to queries raised and the 
comments and explanations of vote of delegations are 
reflected in the summary records of the Committee 
(A/C.5/31/SR.45, 48, 51 and 57). 

Decision of the Committee 

71. At its 57th meeting, the Fifth Committee 
adopted draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.37, as revised 
(see para. 107 below, draft resolution III). 

J. REVISED ESTIMATES IN RESPECT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS CENTRE ON TRANSNA
TIONAL CORPORATIONS 

72. The Committee considered the question at 
its 58th and 59th meetings on 20 and 21 December. 
It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on 
the revised estimates under expenditure sections 4, 5B, 
22 and 25 and income section 1 of the programme 
budget for the biennium 197 6-1977, relating to the 
major programme on transnational corporations (A/ 
C.5/31/25 and Corr.1). The related report of the 
Advisory Committee (A/31/8/Add.l9) was also be
fore the Committee. 

73. In his report, the Secretary-General submitted 
revised estimates under expenditure sections 4, SB, 
22D, 22J and 25 of the programme budget for the bien
nium 1976-1977 in the amount of $3,784,000 and, 
under income section 1, of $281,700. The Advisory 
Committee, in its report, recommended a net additional 
appropriation of $1,939,000. 

74. At the 58th meeting, the representative of 
Greece, in connexion with the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee, proposed the approval of 18 
Professional and 13 General Service posts as follows: 
1 D-2, 2 D-1, 3 P-5, 5 P-4, 4 P-3, 3 P-2/l, 3 G-5, 
10 G-4/1. He also proposed that the Committee ap
prove the Secretary-General's request (A/C.S/31/25 
and Corr.l, para. 65) for the joint units of the United 
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations in the 
regional commissions. Finally, he proposed that no ap
propriation be approved for library books and supplies 
for the Centre. 

7 5. The effect of the Greek proposal would be an 
increase in the total net appropriations recommended by 
the Advisory Committee for the biennium 1976-1977 
by $639,000, as follows: in section SB, $479,000; in 
section 22J $160,000; and in section 25, $55,000, to 
be offset by an equivalent amount under income sec
tion 1. 

76. At the 59th meeting, the representative of 
Canada introduced a draft decision (A/C.S/31/L.59) 
which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly 
"Decides that, before any commitment is made to 

commercially available software for the United 
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, the 
Secretary-General should test the Integrated Set of 
Information Systems as an alternative, and report 
thereon to the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions." 
77. The representative of Canada subsequently 

orally revised the draft decision as follows: 
(a) The words "commitment is made to commer

cially available" were replaced by the words "decision 
is reached on"; 
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(b) The word "test" was replaced by the words 
"give full consideration to suitable or alternative pack
ages, including", and the words "as an alternative" 
after the word "Systems" were deleted. 

78. The Committee adopted the draft decision (A/ 
C.5/3l/L.59), as orally revised, by consensus (see 
para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. VII). 

79. The Committee then adopted the proposal of 
Greece, concerning the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee, by a recorded vote of 63 to 18, 
with 5 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Burma, Burundi, 
Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Den
mark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Greece, Gua
temala, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Mali, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Oman, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam, 
Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Fed
eral Republic of, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy, Mongolia, 
Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Abstaining: China, Gabon, Japan, Romania, United 
States of America. 

80. As a result of the adoption of the Greek 
proposal, the following revised estimates, totalling 
$2,578,000 net, would be included in the programme 
budget for 197 6-1977 : 

US dollars 
Section 4. Policy-making organs (economic 

and social activities) 100 000 
Section 5B. United Nations Centre on Trans-

national Corporations . 1 750 000 
Section 220. Electronic Data Processing and 

Information Systems Service 383 000 
Section 221. Office of General Services (New 

York) . . . . . . . . 345 000 
Section 25. Staff assessment 268 000 

81. Comments and observations made during the 
discussion of this question are reflected in the sum
mary records of the Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.58 
and 59). 

Decision of the Committee 

82. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend to 
the General Assembly that, before any decision is 
reached on software for the United Nations Centre on 
Transnational Corporations, the Secretary-General 
should give full consideration to suitable alternative 
packages, including the Integrated Set of Information 
Systems, and report thereon to the Advisory Committee 
(see para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. VII). 

K. ARABIC LANGUAGE SERVICES IN 
THE UNITED NATIONS 

83. The question of Arabic language services in 
the United Nations was considered by the Fifth Com-

mittee at its 60th meeting, on 21 December, at which 
time it had before it a report of the Secretary-General 
( A/C.5 /31 I 60 and Corr.1), as well as the related 
report of the Advisory Committee (A/31/8/ Add.26). 

84. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
introduced the Committee's report in an oral statement 
before the Fifth Committee. 

85. In section IV of his report, the Secretary
General set out the proposed organizational arrange
ments for the Arabic language services. 

86. The Advisory Committee stated in its report 
that it did not concur with the Secretary-General's re
quest for $108,000 for 1977 for rental and operating 
costs. It expressed the opinion that the Secretary
General should take steps towards co-ordinating efforts 
among the specialized agencies and the Organization in 
developing Arabic language services; the Committee 
understood that the experience to be gained from the 
organizational arrangements proposed by the Secretary
General would be reviewed at the end of the three
year period 1977-1979 and it trusted that a report 
thereon would be submitted by the Secretary-General 
to the General Assembly. 

87. During the discussion of the question, it was 
proposed by some delegations that the Secretary-Gen
eral should submit a report to the General Assembly at 
its thirty-second session on the success of, and on any 
difficulties which might be experienced with, his current 
proposals, and also any further ideas or proposals in 
relation to the positions stated by the Arab delegates 
who took part in the discussion in the Fifth Committee. 

88. All other comments and observations made 
during the course of the discussion of the question are 
reflected in the summary record of the Committee (A/ 
C.5/31/SR.60). 

Decision of the Committee 

89. The Fifth Committee decided, by consensus, 
to recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary
General on Arabic language services in the United 
Nations and approve the organizational arrangements 
contained in section IV thereof; 

(b) Concur with the observations and recommen
dations made by the Advisory Committee in its report. 
(See para. 107 below, draft resolution V, sect. VIII.) 

L. EMOLUMENTS OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL 

90. At its 61st meeting, on 21 December, the Fifth 
Committee considered the question of the emoluments 
of the Secretary-General; it had before it the report of 
the Advisory Committee (A/31/8/Add.24). 

91. The Advisory Committee, taking into account 
certain decisions of the General Assembly, recom
mended that the salary of the Secretary-General be 
increased to $110,650 gross with effect from 1 Jan
uary 1977. The Advisory Committee stated that, should 
its recommendations be approved by the Assembly, 
there would be a consequential increase in the maxi
mum retirement allowance for the Secretary-General 
from $38,800 to $55,325 a year pursuant to Assembly 
resolution 2772 (XXVI) of 29 November 1971. It 
recommended that, with effect from 1 January 1977, 
pensions in payment to former Secretaries-General or 
their surviving spouses be adjusted proportionately 
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whenever the Assembly took a decision affecting the 
maximum retirement allowance for the Secretary
General. 

Decisions of the Committee 

92. The Fifth Committee decided, without objec
tion, to recommend that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Concur with the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee concerning the emoluments of the 
Secretary-General contained in paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 
of its report; 

(b) Approve net additional appropriations of 
$12,000 under section 1 of the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977, and an increase of $21,000 
for staff assessment under section 25, offset by an 
equtvalent amount under income section 1. (See para. 
107, draft resolution V, sect. IX.) 

93. The Fifth Committee also decided, without 
objection, upon the recommendation of the represen
tative of Algeria, to recommend that the General As
sembly should request the Secretary-General to review, 
within the context of the draft programme budget for 
the biennium 1978-1979, the amount of the honora
rium received by the Chairman of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and 
to report thereon to the Assembly (ibid., sect. X). 

M. STANDARDS OF ACCOMMODATION FOR 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL OF UNITED NATIONS 
STAFF BY AIR 

94. At its 5th meeting, on 8 October, the Com
mittee considered the annual report of the Secretary
General on the standards of accommodation for official 
travel of United Nations staff by air for the period 
from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/C.S/31/5), 
submitted in pursuance of paragraph 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 3198 (XXVIII) of 18 December 
1973. 

Decisions of the Committee 

95. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend 
that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Secretary
General; 

(b) Decide that, in future, the Secretary-General 
should report on the implementation of General As
sembly resolution 3198 (XXVIII) to the Advisory 
Committee and, should it consider it necessary, the 
Advisory Committee should bring to the attention of 
the Assembly any relevant part of the informarion 
provided by the Secretary-General. (See para. 107, 
draft resolution V, sect. XL) 

N. PERFORMANCE REPORT ON THE PRO
GRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 
1976-1977: INTERNATIONAL TRADE CEN
TRE 

96. At its 61st meeting, on 21 December, the Fifth 
Committee took note of the note by the Secretary
General (A/C.S/31/51 and Corr.1) on the first per
formance report on the programme budget of the Inter
national Trade Centre for the biennium 197 6-1977. 

0. FIRST PERFORMANCE REPORT ON THE 
PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIEN
NIUM 1976-1977 

97. In his first performance report (A/C.S/31/37 
and Corr.1 and Add.1), the Secretary-General re
auested that the total appropriations approved by the 

General Assembly for the current biennium in its 
resolution 3539 A (XXX) be increased by $13,300,500 
from a total of $745,813,800 to $759,114,300. Of the 
additional amount, $7,987,300 was related to the net 
combined effects of inflation and variations in the rates 
of currency exchange, $2,456,200 to decisions of 
policy-making organs since the original appropriations 
were approved and $2,857,000 to the net effect of 
other changes proposed by the Secretary-General. 
Also proposed was a reduction in the estimates of 
income by $282,800 from a total of $118,292,300 to 
$118,009,500. On that basis, the net revised require
ments amounted to $641,104,800. 

98. In its related report (A/31/8/ Add.25 and 
Corr.1), the Advisory Committee recommended that 
the additional appropriation proposed by the Secretary
General be reduced by $2,130,900 from $13,300,500 
to $11,169,600, but that his revised estimates of in
come be accepted. Of the additional appropriations, 
$7,987,300 related to the effects of inflation and the 
rates of exchange, corresponding to the amount re
quested by the Secretary-General, and $3,182,300 to 
the other factors dealt with in his report. Accordingly, 
the Advisory Committee proposed total revised ap
propriations in an amount of $756,983,400 and revised 
estimates of income in an amount of $118,009,500. 
That represented an increase in total net requirements 
of $11,452,400, from $627,521,500 to $638,973,900. 

Decision of the Committee 

99. At its 61st meeting, on 21 December, the Fifth 
Committee, by a recorded vote of 46 to 12, with 12 
abstentions, approved the revised appropriations and 
estimates of income recommended by the Advisory 
Committee (see para. 107 below, draft resolution IV). 
The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bangla
desh, Benin, Brazil, Burma, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ire
land, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Portugal, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Ven
ezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian, Soviet Socialist 
Republic, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Dem
ocratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Italy, 
Japan, New Zealand, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

P. POSTPONEMENT OF CONSIDERATION 
OF SOME SUBJECTS 

100. At its 57th meeting, on 20 December, the 
Fifth Committee decided to postpone its consideration 
of the following subjects under agenda item 92 to the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly: 

(a) Comprehensive study of the question of hono
raria payable to members of organs and subsidiary 
organs of the United Nations (A/C.5/31/2); 

(b) Services provided by the United Nations to 
activities financed from extrabudgetary resources (A/ 
C.5/31/33 and Corr.l); 
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(c) Organizational nomenclature in the Secretariat 
(A/C.5/31/8); 

(d) General procedures and administrative ar
rangements governing the United Nations Habitat and 
Human Settlements Foundation (A/C.5/31/40); 

(e) Revision of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations (A/C.S/31/58); 

{f) Establishment of an information services unit 
in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(A/C.5/31/69); 

(g) Implications of extonding United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fund coverage to certain former staff 
members for service with the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency during the period 1950 through 
1960 (A/C.5/31/71); 

(h) Technological innovations in the production 
of the publications and documentation of the United 
Nations (A/C.5/31/77). 
The Committee also took note of the statement of the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee with reference to 
the report of the Secretary-General on proposed 

Documentation 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

I. Revised estimates 

(i) Electronic data processing and informa
tion systems in the United Nations (A/ 
C.513113, A/311255, A/C.5/31/SR.27; 
General Assembly resolution 31/208, 
sect. III) .......................... . 

(ii) Revised estimates under section 12 
(UNIDO) (A/C.5/31/11 and Corr.1, 
A/31/8/ Add.7, A/C.5/31/SR.35) ..... 

(iii) Yearbook of the United Nations (AI 
C.5/31/12, A/31/8/Add.1 and Corr.l, 
A/C.5/31/SR.18; General Assembly reso-
lution 31/208, sect. I) .............. . 

(iv) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses-
sions (A/C.5/31/23 and Corr.1, A/31/ 
8/Add.IS, A/C.5/31/SR.52) ........ . 

(v) United Nations Conference on Deser-
tification (A/C.S/31/31, A/31/8/ Add.9, 
A/C.5/31/SR.36) .................. . 

(vi) Major programme on transnational cor
porations (A/C.S/31/25 and Corr.1, AI 
31/8/Add.19, AIC.5!31!SR.59; General 

changes in the level of certain posts in the top echelon 
of the Secretariat (A/C.5/31!95) that the proposals 
therein could not be considered at the thirty-first ses
sion, but that they should be included in the programme 
budget proposals of the Secretary-General for the bien
nium 1978-1979. 

Q. REVISED APPROPRIATIONS 

101. By its resolutions 3539 A and B (XXX) 
of 17 December 1975, the General Assembly initially 
approved appropriations for the biennium 197 6-1977 
in the amount of $745,813,800 and estimates of in
come in the amount of $118,292,300. 

102. Recommendations of the Fifth Committee at 
its current session on revised estimates submitted by 
the Secretary-General, as well as on the financial impli
cations of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 
under items considered by other Main Committees, 
have involved additional appropriations in the amount 
of $38,119,100 and additional estimates of income in 
the amount of $8,595,000. The relevant documentation 
and the related amounts are listed below. 

Amowtt 
proposed by 

the Secretary
GeMral 

lncreaH 
or (decrease) 
recommended 
bv the Fifth 
Committee 

United States dollars 

520 800 17 400a 

2 945 100b (2 347 500) 

132 800 (37 100) 

1 037 000 (146 500) 

571 700 (219 700) 

Amount 
approved 

538 200 

597 600 

95 700 

890 500 

352 000 

Assembly resolution 31/208, sect. VII). 3 784 000 (938 000) · 2 846 000 

(vii) Budget and programme performance of 
the United Nations for the biennium 
1976-1977 (A/C.5/31/37 and Corr.1 and 
Add.1, A/31/8/Add.25 and Corr.1, A/ 
C.5/31/SR.61) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 300 500 (2 130 900) 11169 600 

(viii) Decisions of the Trade and Development 
Board arising from UNCT AD at its 
fourth session (AC.S/31/49, A/3118/ 
Add.12, A/C.5/31/SR.51; General As-
sembly resolution 31/206) .......... . 2 727 700 (415800) 2 311 900 



40 General Assembly-Thirty-first SeaaiOCl-Annexes 

Documentation 

(ix) Arabic language services in the United 
Nations (A/C.5/31/60 and Corr.1, A/ 
31/8/Add.26, A/C.S/31/SR.60; General 
Assembly resolution 311208, sect. VIII). 

(x) Expansion of meeting rooms and im
provement of conference-servicing and 
delegate facilities at United Nations 
Headquarters (A/C.5/31/22 and Corr.1, 
A/31/8/Add.23, A/C.5/31/SR.61, Gen
eral Assembly resolution 31/195) ..... 

(xi) Emoluments of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/8/Add.24, A/C.5/31/SR.61; Gen
eral Assembly resolution 31/208, sect. IX) 

Amount 
proposed by 

tiN Secretary
General 

Increase 
or ( decrtase} 
rtcommentkd 
by the Fifth 
Committee 

United States dollars 

1 377 500 (108 000) 

3 800 000 (1 200 000) 

33 000 

TOTAL, I 30 230 100 (7 526 100) 

11. Financial implications 

(i) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission (A/C.5/31/26, A/31/8/ 
Add.6, General Assembly resolution 31/ 
141) ............................ 9143000 (443000) 

(ii) Programme of work of the Special Com
mittee against Apartheid (A/C.5/31/42, 
A/31/321; General Assembly resolution 
31/6 G) .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . 57000 (25 000) 

(iii) United Nations Conference on Succes
sion of States in respect of Treaties (A/ 
C.5/31/44 and Corr.1, A/31/8/Add.8, 
A/31/344; General Assembly resolution 
31/18) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 700 (24 700) 

(iv) Establishment of classification systems 
for posts in the Professional category in 
the Secretariat and for General Service 
posts at Geneva (A/C.5/31/47, A/31/ 
8/Add.20, A/C.S/31/SR.60; General As-
sembly resolution 31/193 B) ........ . 

(v) Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea (A/C.S/31/SO, A/31/ 
8/Add.ll, A/31/396; General Assembly 
resolution 31/63) .................. . 

(vi) Question of Timor (A/C.S/31/S2, A/31/ 
366, paras. 2-4; General Assembly reso-
lution 31/S3) .................... . 

(vii) Question of Palestine (A/C.S/31/SS, AI 
31/346; General Assembly resolution 31/ 
20) .............................. . 

(viii) Question of French Somaliland (A/C.5/ 
31/S9, A/31/366, paras. S-9; General 
Assembly resolution 31/S9) . . . .... 

(ix) Membership of the Committee on Con
tributions (A/C.S/31/62, A/31/427; 
General Assembly resolution 31/96) ... 

(x) Reduction of military budgets (A/C.S/ 
31/64, A/31/8/Add.14, A/31/421; Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 31/87) ..... . 

(xi) Strengthening of the role of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament (A/ 
C.S/3116S, A/31/8/Add.14, paras. 9-20; 
A/31/ 426; General Assembly resolution 
31/90) ........................... . 

(xii) Convening of a special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarma
ment (A/C.S/31/68, A/31/8/Add.14, 
paras. 2S-30; A/31/423; General Assem-
bly resolution 31/189 B) ........... . 

323 600 

1 728 300c (lOS 300) 

34000 (34000) 

74 000 

127 200 (47 200) 

8600 (8 600) 

74 400 (18 400) 

216 000 (61 000) 

90000 

Amount 
approved 

1269 500 

2 600000 

33 000 

22 704000 

8 700000 

32000 

12S 000 

323 600 

1 623 000 

74000 

80000 

S6000 

ISS 000 

90000 
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(xiii) World Conference to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination (A/C.5/31 I 
61, A/3118/Add.13, A/31/404; General 
Assembly resolution 31 178) .......... . 

(xiv) Commission on the Status of Women 
(A/C.5/31170, A/C.5/31/SR.53) ..... 

(xv) Report of the Special Committee to In
vestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the 
Occupied Territories (A/C.5/31179, AI 
31/446, paras. 2-5; General Assembly 
resolution 31/106 C) .............. . 

A/C.5/31/80, A/31/446, paras. 6-9; 
General Assembly resolution 31/106 D). 

(xvi) Establishment of a network for the ex
change of technological information (A/ 
C.5/31/82, A/31/363, paras. 2-5; Gen
eral Assembly resolution 31 I 183) .... 

(xvii) Arbitration Rules of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law 
(A/C.5/31184, A/31/402, paras. 1-6; 
General Assembly resolution 31/98) ... 

(xviii) Question of Namibia (A/C.5/31181, AI 
3118/Add.l8, A/311454; General As
sembly resolutions 31/146-311151 and 
311153) .......................... . 

(xix) United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development (A/ 
C.5/31189, A/31/8/Add.21, A/31/363, 
paras. 6-15; General Assembly resolu-
tion 311184) ...................... . 

(xx) Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring 
of the Economic and Social Sectors of 
the United Nations System (A/C.5/31 I 
91, A/311460, paras. 2-6) .......... . 

(xxi) International Energy Institute (A/C.5/ 
31/92, A/31/460, paras. 7-10) ...... . 

(xxii) United Nations Conference on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Coun
tries (A/C.5/31 /93, A/3118/ Add.22, AI 
31/463; General Assembly resolution 31/ 
179) . . . . ..................... . 

(xxiii) Committee on the Drafting of a Con
stitution for UNIDO (A/C.5/31/90, AI 
311459; General Assembly resolution 31/ 
161) ............................. . 

(xxiv) Consolidated statement of administrative 
and financial implications in respect of 
conference-servicing costs (A/C.5/31/94 
and Add.1, A/C.5/311SR.61) ....... . 

(xxv) International Conference in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia 
(A/C.5/31196, A/31/442/Rev.1, paras. 
5-10; General Assembly resolution 311 
145) ............................. . 

Amount 
proposed by 

th• S•cr•tary
G•n•ral 

3 800 

57 800 

88 000 

23 500 

17 600 

8 400 

542 250 

1 275 500 

10300 

30000 

671 000 

402 100 

3 087 500 

90000 

lncr•tU• 
or(decn-) 
ncommended 
by the Fifth 
Committee 

(3 800) 

(57 800) 

(17 600) 

(8 400) 

(52 250) 

(912 500) 

(10 300) 

(30 000) 

(319 000) 

( 152 100) 

(587 500) 

TOTAL, II 18 333 550 (2 918 450) 

GRAND TOTAL 48 563 650 (10 444 550) 

INCOME SECTIONS 

I. Revised estimates 
(i) Electronic data processing and informa

tion systems in the United Nations (A/ 
C.5/31/3, A/31/255, A/C.5/311SR.27; 
General Assembly resolution 31/208, 
sect. III) . . . . . . ................ . 79 300 235 60()d 

88000 

23 500 

490000 

363 000 

352 000 

250000 

2 500000 

90000 

15 415 100 

38 119100 

314 900 

41 
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(ii) Yearbook of the United Nations (A/ 
C.S/31112, A/31/8/Add.1 and Corr.1, 
A/C.5/31/SR.18; General Assembly reso-
lution 31/208, sect. I) .............. . 

(iii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses
sions (A/C.S/31/23 and Corr.1, A/31/ 
8/Add.1S, A/C.S/31/SR.S2) ........ . 

(iv) Major programme on transnational cor
porations (A/C.S/31/25 and Corr.1, AI 
31/8/Add.19, A/C.S/31/SR.S9; General 
Assembly resolution 31/208, sect. VII) . 

(v) Budget and programme performance of 
the United Nations for the Biennium 
1976-1977 (A/C.S/31/37 and Corr.1 and 
Add.1, A/31/8/Add.2S and Corr.1, A/ 
C.5/31/SR.61) .................... . 

(vi) Decisions of the Trade and Develop
ment Board arising from UNCTAD at 
its fourth session (A/C.S/31/49, A/31/ 
8/Add.12, A/C.5/31/SR.S1; General As-
sembly resolution 31/206) .......... . 

(vii) Arabic language services in the United 
Nations (A/C.S/31/60 and Corr.l, AI 
31/8/Add.26, A/C.S/31/SR.60; General 
Assembly resolution 31/208, sect. VIII). 

(viii) Emoluments of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/8/Add.24, A/C.S/31/SR.61; Gen
eral Assembly resolution 311208, sect. 
IX) ............................ .. 

TOTAL, I 

II. Financial implications 

(i) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission (A/C.S/31/26, A/31/8/ 
Add.6, A/C.S/31/SR.38; General As-
sembly resolution 311141) .......... . 

(ii) Establishment of classification systems 
for posts in the Professional category in 
the Secretariat and for General Service 
posts at Geneva (A/C.S/31/47, A/31/ 
8/ Add.20, A/C.S/31/SR.60; General As-
sembly resolution 311193 B) ........ . 

(iii) Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea (A/C.S/31/SO, A/31/8/ 
Add.ll, A/31/396; General Assembly 
resolution 31/63) ................. .. 

(iv) Strengthening of the role of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament (A/ 

C.S/31165, A/31/8/Add.14, paras. 9-20; 
A/31/426; General Assembly resolution 
31/90) ........................... . 

( v) Report of the Special Committee to In
vestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the 
Occupied Territories (A/C.S/31/79, AI 
31/446, paras. 2-5; General Assembly 
resolution 31/106 C) .............. . 

(vi) United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development (A/ 
C.S/31/89, A/31/8/Add.21, A/31/363, 
paras. 6-15; General Assembly resolution 
31/184) .......................... . 

Amount 
proposed by 

the s,cretary
General 

Increase 
or (decr•ase) 
recommend1d 
bv the Fifth 
Commit til 

United Sttllll dolliln 

24300 (S 900) 

100 soo (7 SOO) 

281700 (13 700) 

(282 800) 

390000 (56 000) 

255 soo 

21000 

869 soo 152 soo 

7240000 

55000 

200000 

32 800 (22 800) 

6000 

199 000 (159 000) 

Amount 
approved 

18 400 

93 000 

268000 

(282 800) 

334 000 

255 soo 

21000 

1022 000 

7240000 

55 000 

200000 

10000 

6000 

40000 
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(vii) Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructur
ing of the Economic and Social Sectors 
of the United Nations System (A/C.5/ 
31191, A/311460, paras. 2-6) 

(viii) United Nations Conference on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Coun
tries (A/C.S/31193, A/3118/ Add.22, 
A/311463; General Assembly resolution 
31/179) ..................... . 

(ix) Question of Palestine (A/C.5/31155, 
A/31 /346; General Assembly resolution 
31/20) . . . . . ........ . 

(x) International Conference in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia 
(A/C.S/31/96, A/311442/Rev.l. paras. 
5-10; General Assembly resolution 31/ 
145) ............................ . 

TOTAL, II 

GRAND TOTAL 

Amount 
proposed by 

the Secretary
General 

I 800 

105 000 

14 000 

8 000 

7 859 800 

8 729 300 

lncreas~ 
or (decrease) 
recommended 
bv the Fifth 
Committee 

United States dollars 

(1 800) 

(105 000) 

(286 800) 

(134 300) 

Amount 
approved 

14 000 

8 000 

7 573 000 

8 595 000 

a An additional increase in income in the amount of $240,000 was also approved. 
b This amount is the difference between the appropriation of $45,157,000 and revised 

estimates of $48,102,100. 
c Including an increase in staff assessment in the amount of $200,000. 
d See foot-note a. 

103. The revised requirements under the various sections of the programme 
budget for the biennium 197 6-1977 are as follows: 

Section 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

I. Over-all policy making, direction and co-

Approved 
under General 

Assembly 
resolution 

J5J9A (XXX) 

ordination 20 674 800 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

(iii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses
sions 

(iv) Question of Palestine 

(v) Arabic language services in the United 
Nations 

(vi) Emoluments of the Secretary-General 

TOTAL 20 674 800 

2. Political and Security Council Affairs; peace-
keeping activities 41 730 600 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............ . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission .. 

(iii) Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea 

lncreaJe 
or (decrease) 
approved at 
the current 

session 

United States dollars 

449 400 

36 600 

340 000 

60 000 

(383 900) 

12 000 

514 100 

2 774 600 

89 200 

1 341 000 

Total 

21 188 900 

43 
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(iv) Question of French Somaliland 

(v) Reduction of military budgets 

(vi) Strengthening of the role of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament 

(vii) Convening of a special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarma
ment 

(viii) Consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs 

TOTAL 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decoloniza
tion activities 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

(iii) Programme of work of the Special Com
mittee against Apartheid 

(iv) Question of Namibia 

(v) International Conference in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia 

TOTAL 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and social 
activities) 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 . 

(ii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses
sions 

(iii) Major programme on transnational cor
porations 

(iv) United Nations Conference on Desertifi
cation 

(v) Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea 

(iv) United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development 

(vii) United Nations Conference on Technical 
Co-operation among Developing Coun
tries . 

(viii) Consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs 

TOTAL 

SA. Department of Economic and Social Af-

Approved 
under General 

Assembly 
resolution 

3539A (XXX) 

41730 600 

8 057 000 

8 057 000 

1 816 200 

1 816 200 

fairs 41 728 100 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-

Increas~ 
or (decrease) 
approved at 
the current 

session 

United States dollars 

80000 

56 000 

145 000 

90 000 

780 000 

5 355 800 

(458 600) 

27 600 

32000 

420 000 

82000 

103 000 

145 900 

274 000 

100 000 

352 000 

82 000 

232 000 

352 000 

110 000 

1 647 900 

1977 (389 000) 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 172 400 

Total 

47 086 400 

8 160 000 

3 464 100 
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(iii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses-
sions 

Approved 
under General 

Assembly 
resolution 

3539A (XXX) 

TOTAL 41 728 100 

58. United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations . . . . . . ............... . 

(i) Major programme on transnational cor-
porations ........... . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

(iii) Consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs 

TOTAL 

1 215 500 

1 215 500 

6. Economic Commission for Europe 14 855 800 

(i) First performance 'report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ... 

(ii) Report of the Ipternational Civil Service 
Commission 

TOTAL 14 855 800 

7. Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 478 900 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ... 

Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development .... 

TOTAL 15 478 900 

8. Economic Commission for Latin America 17 979 300 

( i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............................ . 

( ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 

(iii) Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development 

TOTAL 17 979 300 

9. Economic Commission for Africa . . . 18 243 000 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 . . . . . . . . . ..... 

( ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(iii) Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development 

TOTAL 18 243 000 

lncretUI! 
or ( decrear~) 
approved at 
the current 

session 

United Stat~s dollars 

3 000 

(213 600) 

1750 000 

5300 

23 000 

1778 300 

291 800 

54 500 

346 300 

(273 300) 

9 900 

23 000 

(240 400) 

306 200 

28 700 

22 000 

356 900 

693 400 

15 100 

24 000 

732 500 

45 

Total 

41 514 500 

2 993 800 

15 202 100 

15 238 500 

18 336 200 

18 975 500 
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Section 

100 Economic Commission for Western Asia 0 0 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 0 . . . . . 0 .... 0 

(iii) Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development ...... . 

TOTAL 

11. United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Approved 
rmdv General 

Auembly 
re8olutwn 

3S39A (XXX) 

8674800 

8 674 800 

Development . . . . . . . . 45 211 900 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

(iii) Decisions of the Trade and Development 
Board 

(iv) Consolidated statement of conference
servicing coSts 

TOTAL 45 211 900 

120 United Nations Industrial Development Or-
ganization . . . . . . 0. 0. 0. 0 .... 0 ... 0. 0.. 45 157 000 

(i) Revised programme and budget proposals 
under section 12: UNIDO .. 

(ii) Report of the Internath;mal Civil Service 
Commission 

(iii) Committee on the Drafting of a Constitu
tion for the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 

TOTAL 45 157 000 

13Ao 

(i) 

United Nations Environment Programme 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 . . . . . . ....... 0 0. 0. 0 0 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . ........ . 

TOTAL 

13Bo Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements . 0 ........... 0 0 0 . 0 . 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

TOTAL 

140 International narcotics control 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission 

6 078 000 

6 078 000 

1002 500 

1 002 500 

4 317 100 

lncretiH 
or ( decreue) 
approved at 
the current 

RUlon 

United Statel dollar8 

1109 400 

20 000 

22 000 

I 151 400 

725 200 

102 300 

1 847 900 

562 000 

3 237 400 

597 600 

82 500 

250 000 

930 100 

(33 300) 

2 300 

(31 000) 

( 45 000) 

( 45 000) 

(5 100) 

16 400 

Total 

9 826 200 

48 449 300 

46 087 100 

6 047 000 

957 500 
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s~ctlon 

(iii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses-
sions .......................... . 

TOTAL 

Approv~d 
under General 

Assembly 
r~solutlon 

3539A (XXX) 

4 317 100 

15. Regular programme of technical assistance 20 092 900 

16. Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 509 100 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............................ . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Servic.:: 
Commission ....... . 

TOTAL 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . . . ...... . 

TOTAL 

18. Human rights . . . ... 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ................... . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

(iii) Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses-
sions ..... . 

(iv) Report of the Special Committee to In
vestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Population of the 
Occupied Territories . . . ........ . 

TOTAL 

19. International Court of Justice 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 .............. . 

( ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission ..... . 

TOTAL 

20. Legal activities . 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 . . . . . . . ..... . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission ... 

15 509 100 

1563 000 

1563 000 

5 943 600 

5 943 600 

5 229 100 

5 229 100 

7 866 500 

lncr~as~ 
or (decrease) 
approv~d at 
the current 

session 

United States dollars 

33 500 

44 800 

386 000 

50 300 

436 300 

(16 200) 

4 200 

(12 000) 

203 400 

22 500 

147 000 

82 000 
23 500 

478 400 

(54 000) 

4 600 

(49 400) 

17 000 

22 500 

4.7 

Total 

4 361900 

20 092 900 

15 945 400 

1 551 000 

6 422 000 

5 179 700 
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s~ction 

(iii) United Nations Conference on Succession 
of States in Respect of Treaties 

TOTAL 

Approved 
under General 

A.&sembly 
resolution 

3539 A. (XXX) 

7 866 500 

21. Office of Public Information . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 619 400 

(i) First performance report on the pro-

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............................ . 

Report. o~ the International Civil Service 
Commission ....................... . 

Yearbook of the United Nations 

Question of Namibia .... 

TOTAL 30 619 400 

22. Administration, management and general 
services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 534 400 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission ....................... . 

Electronic data processing and informa
tion systems in the United Nations .... 

Major programme on transnational cor-
porations . . . ..................... . 

Decisions of the Trade and Development 
Board ........................... . 

Arabic language services in the United 
Nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Establishment of classification systems for 
posts ................. . 

Consolidated statement of conference-
servicing costs . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Expansion of conference-servicing and 
delegate facilities . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

TOTAL 128 534 400 

23. 

(i) 

Conference and library services . 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ......................... . 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission . . . . . . . ....... . 

(iii) Arabic language services in the United 
Nations ....... . 

(iv) Consolidated statement of conference
servicing costs ....................•• 

107 247 700 

TOTAL 107 247 700 

24. United Nations bond issue 

First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 

TOTAL 

17 297 000 

17 297 000 

Increase 
or (decrease) 
approved at 
the current 

sesston Total 

United States dollars 

125 000 

164 500 

(613 600) 

88 000 

77 300 

70 000 

(378 300) 

5 732 500 

157 500 

513 300 

728 000 

130 000 

98 800 

268 600 

31 000 

35 000 

7 694 700 

(1443 800) 

437 600 

1 299 100 

994 000 

1 286 900 

(98 000) 

(98 000) 

8 031 000 

30 241 100 

136 229 100 

108 534 600 

17 199 000 
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Section 

Approv11d 
urtder Gt~rteral 

A.•semb/y 
rt~so/utlort 

3539 A. (XXX) 

25. Staff assessment . . . . . . . . . . 99 973 100 

(i) Report of the International Civil Service 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

Commission . . . ................... . 

Electronic data processing and informa-
tion systems in the United Nations ... . 

Yearbook of the United Nations .... · .. 

Decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its sixtieth and sixty-first ses-
sions ......................... . 

Major programme on transnational cor-
porations . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 

Decisions of the Trade and Development 
Board 

Arabic language services in the United 
Nations . . . . . . . . . ................. . 

Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea . . . . . . . ........... . 

Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of 
the Population of the Occupied Territories 

(x) Question of Palestine . . . . . . . . ... 

(xi) Strengthening of the role of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament .... 

(xii) International Conference in Support of 
the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia 

(xiii) Establishment of classification systems for 
posts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 

(xiv) United Nations Conference on Science 
and Technology for Development ..... 

(xv) Emoluments of the Secretary-General .. 

TOTAL 99 973 100 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement and 
major maintenance of premises . . . . . . . . . 13 717 SOO 

(i) First performance report on the pro-
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ........................... . 

(ii) Expansion of conference-servicing and 
delegate facilities . . . . . . . ... 

TOTAL 13 717 SOO 

lrtcrtNU• 
or(dllcrt~an) 
approv•d•t 
11111 currertl 

$116dOrt 

7 250 000 

24900 

18 400 

93 000 

268 000 

334 000 

2SS SOO 

200000 

6000 

14000 

10000 

8000 

ssooo 

40000 

21000 

8 591 800 

1 764 700 

2 S6S 000 

4 329 700 

Totlll 

108 570 900 

18 047 200 

GRAND TOTAL 745 813 800 38 119 100 783 932 900 

INCOME SECTION 

l. Income from staff assessment 

2. General income . . . ................... . 

(i) First performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............................ . 

(ii) Electronic data processing and informa
tion systems in the United Nations .... 

TOTAL 

3. Revenue-producing activities . . 

(i) First performance report of the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1976-
1977 ............................. . 

101 SS2 000 

9 953 000 

9 953 000 

6 787 300 

8 597 8()(}& 110 149 800 

(54 SOO) 

290000 

235 soo 

(228 300) 

10 188 soo 

49 
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Section 

Approwd 
underGennal 

Assembly 
nsolutlon 

3$39A (XXX) 

(ii) Report of the International Civil Service 
Commission ................ . 

TOTAL 6 787 300 

GRAND TOTAL 118 292 300 

• See items listed under expenditure section 25. 

Decisions of the Committee 

Incntul 
or ( decreue) 
approved at 
the current 

lt!sslon 

(10 000) 

(238 300) 

8 595 000 

6 549 000 

126 887 300 

104. At its 62nd meeting, on 22 December, the Fifth Committee considered 
the revised estimates of the programme budget for the biennium 197 6-1977. The 
results of the voting were as follows: 

EXPENDITURE SECTIONS 

1. Over-all policy-making, direction and 
co-ordination ................... .. 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; 
peace-keeping activities ........... . 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolo-
nization ........................ . 

4. Pol~cy-ma~i.n~ organs (economic and 
soctal actlVlttes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SA. Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs ........................ .. 

SB. United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations .................... . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe .. . 

7. Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific .............. . 

8. Economic Commission for Latin Amer-
ica ............................. . 

9. Economic Commission for Africa ... . 

10. Economic Commission for Western 
Asia .......................... .. 

11. United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development ............... .. 

12. Unite~ N~tions Industrial Development 
Organtzatton ................... .. 

13A. United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme ........................ . 

13B. Habitat: United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements ............ . 

14. International narcotics control ..... . 

15. Regular Programme of Technical As-
sistance ......................... . 

16. Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees ........ . 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Co-ordinator ............... . 

18. Human rights ................. . . . 
19. International Court of Justice ..... . 
20. Legal activities .................. . 
21. Public information ............... . 
22. Administration, management and gen-

eral services ..................... . 

Recommended 

-""' 
VSdolltus 

514 100 

5 355 800 

103 000 

1647 900 

(213 600) 

1778 300 

346 300 

(240400) 

356 900 

732 500 

1151400 

3 237 400 

930 100 

(31 000) 

(45 000) 

44800 

436 300 

(12 000) 
478 400 
(49 400) 
164 500 

(378 300) 

7 694 700 

In favour Against Abst1nttons 

70 10 

70 9 

71 10 

70 !0 

82 0 0 

59 10 13 

74 9 0 

Approved without objection 

71 9 

70 10 0 

70 9 0 

64 10 8 

72 9 0 

Approved without objection 

Approved without objection 

73 10 0 

73 10 0 

Approved without objection 
72 11 0 

Approved without objection 
73 10 0 

Approved without objection 

70 10 3 
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Sectlo" 

23. Conference and library services . 

24. United Nations Bond Issue 

25. Staff assessment ................. 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement 
and major maintenance of premises 

TOTAL 

INCOME SECTIONS 

1. Income from staff assessment 

2. General income ................... 

3. Revenue-producing activities 

TOTAL 

The voting on the total for the expenditure sections 
was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belgium, Burma, 
Burundi, Canada, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Ger
many, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Nor
way, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian So
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics. 

Abstaining: Barbados, United States of America. 

105. At the same meeting, the Committee voted · 
on the various parts of the draft resolution relating to 
the programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977, 
which appears in paragraph 107 below as draft reso
lution IV. The results of the voting were as follows: 

._,"""ud 
-lint 111/tn>our Arai1Ut Abstentlo1u 

US dolllu;r 
1286 900 74 10 0 
(98 000) 68 12 3 

8 597 800 73 11 0 

4 329 700 73 10 

38119100 71 10 2 

(recorded 
vote) 

8 597 800 Approved without objection 
235 500 Approved without objection 

(238 300) Approved without objection 

8 595 000 Approved without objection 

(a) Part A was adopted by a recorded vote of 71 
to 10, with 1 abstention. The voting was as follows: 

I~ favour.: Afgha~stan, Algeria, Argentina, Aus
tralia, ~ustna, Bahram, Bangladesh, Belgium, Burma, 
Burundi, Canada, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Ger
many, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Nor
way, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian So
viet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics. 

Abstaining: United States of America. 
(b) Part B was adopted by 83 votes no none; 
(c) Part C was adopted by 72 votes to 10; 
(d) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted 

by 72 votes to 10, with 1 abstention (see para. 107 
below, draft resolution IV). 

Established posts 

106. The decisions of the Fifth Committee at the current session involved 
the approval of additional established posts in 1977 as follows: 

Category and level 

1. Pro/esslonaland abo••e 11. Gtmeral Sel'\llce 

Erpendltun Section 

2. Department of Political and 
Security Council Affairs .... 

3. Department of Political Affairs, 
Trusteeship and Decolonization 

------------·-----
Under- Assl.rta"t 

Secretary- Secretary-
General Ge,.eral D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 

(I) 

Otl"r 
P-3 P-211 Total G-5 level.r Total 

3 2 3 

(1) (2) 
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Category and level 

I. Professional a11d above II. General Service 

Under- Assistant 

Programme 
Secretary- Secretary-
General General D-2 

Expenditure Section 

5B. United Nations Centre on 
Transnational Corporations 0. 

10. Economic Commission for 
Western Asia .. 

11. United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development .. 

12. United Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organization (I) 

21. Information centres . 

22. Electronic Data Processing and 
Information Systems Service 

Administrative and Financial 
Services (Geneva) 

Office of General Services 
(New York) 

23. Department of Conference 
Services (New York) ••• 0 •• 0 

Conference Services (Geneva) 

Library and documentation 
services (New York) 

TOTAL 
- - -

• Transfers. 
b Manual worker category. 

• 
Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

107. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Emoluments of the members of the International 
Court of Justice 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its decision in resolution 3537 B (XXX) 

of 17 December 197 5 to fix the annual salary of the 
members of the International Court of Justice at 
$US 50,000 with effect from 1 January 1976, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/31/13) and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31/8/Add.3), 

1. Decides that the annual salaries of members of 
the International Court of Justice shall next be reviewed 
at its thirty-fifth session and thereafter normally every 
five years; 

2. Decides further, with effect from 1 January 1977, 
that in between such periodic reviews the members of 
the International Court of Justice may also receive, 
in addition to their annual salary, as defined in Ar
ticle 32, paragraphs 1 and 5, of the Statute of the Court, 
an interim cost-of-living supplement, which shall not 

Other 
D-I P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2/1 Total G-5 kvel.r Tottll 

2 3 5 4 3 18 3 10 13 

(1)• (1) 

5 4 4 3 16 7 7 

4 6 (7) 9 12 (10) (10) 

I• 1 

3 

(10) (10) 

(l)a 4 7 10 8 8 
I• 6 11 18 

1(1)b 

3 13 27 21 14 79 5 8 13 - - - - - - - -

• • 
be deemed to form part of the said salary and the 
amount of which shall be governed by the provisions 
set out in paragraph 17 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee; 

3. Decides that the allowances and compensation 
provided for in Article 32, paragraphs 2 to 4, of the 
Statute of the International Court of Justice and the 
retirement pensions given to members of the Court shall 
be reviewed concurrently with the periodic review of 
their annual salary, and that the system of interim ad
justments shall not apply to them. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Use of experts and consultants in the United Nations 
The General Assembly 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the use of experts and consultants in the United 
Nations (A/C.5/31/10 and Add.1 and Add.1 Corr.1) 
and of the oral report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/C.S/31/ 
SR.6, paras. 57-60); 

2. Reaffirms the decisions taken at its 2325th 
plenary meeting,25 on 18 December 1974, and at 
its 2444th plenary meeting,26 on 17 December 1975, 
on the use of experts and consultants; 

25Jbid., Twenty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 31, item 73, 
pp.136-137. 

26Jbid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34, item 96, 
p. 145, para. (t). 
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3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-second session, 
through the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions, a further report on the imple
mentation of the aforementioned decisions. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

Revised estimate concerning the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the revised estimate (A/C.5/ 

31/49) resulting from the decisions of the Trade and 
Development Board arising from the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development at its fourth ses
sion, held at Nairobi from 5 to 31 May 1976, and 
the report of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions thereon (A/31/8/ 
Add.12), 

1. Decides that the extent of the greater flexibility 
to be accorded to the United Nations Conference on 

Section 

Part I. Over-all policy-making, direction 
and co-ordination 

Trade and Development in budgetary, financial and ad
ministrative matters should be such as to enable it to 
make the best use of its resources according to the 
demands made of it; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, at the earliest 
opportunity, to clarify the reasons for strengthening 
the office of the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions Conference on Trade and Development and con
siders, meanwhile, that a flexible use of its resources 
may provide his office with the desired strengthening. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977 

A. Revised budget appropriations for the biennium 
1976-1977 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 1976-1977: 
1. The amount of $US 745,813,800, appropriated 

by its resolution 3539 A (XXX) of 17 December 1975, 
shall be increased by $US 38,119,100 as follows: 

Amount 
appropriated 
by resolution Increase 
3539 A (XXX) or (decrease) 

United States dollars 

Revised 
appropriation 

1. Over-all policy-making, direction and co-
ordination . . . . 20 67 4 800 514 100 21 188 900 

TOTAL, PART I 20 674 800 514 100 

Part 11. Political and peace-keeping activ
ities 

2. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-
keeping activities . . . . 41 730 600 5 355 800 

TOTAL, PART II 41 730 600 5 355 800 

Part Ill. Political, tmsteeship and decolo
niz;ation activitits 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decoloniza-
tion activities 8 057 000 103 000 

TOTAL, PART Ill 8 057 000 103 000 

Part IV. Economic, social and humanita
rian activities 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and social 
activities) . . . . . . . . . . . 

SA. Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

58. United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6. Economic Commission for Europe 

7. Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific 

8. Economic Commission for Latin America 

9. Economic Commission for Africa 

10. Economic Commission for Western Asia . 

11. United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development 

12. United Nations Industrial Development Or-
ganization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

1 816 200 

41 728100 

1 215 500 

14 855 800 

15 478 900 

17 979 300 

18 243 000 

8 674 800 

45 211900 

45 157 000 

1 647 900 

(213 600) 

1 778 300 

346 300 

(240 400) 

356 900 

732 500 

1 151 400 

3 237 400 

930 100 

21 188 900 

47 086 400 

47 086 400 

8 160 000 

8 160 000 

3 464 100 

41 514 500 

2 993 800 

15 202 100 

15 238 500 

18 336 200 

18 975 500 

9 826 200 

48 449 300 

46 087 100 
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Amount 
appropriated 
by resolution I ncnase 

3539 A (XXX) or (decrease) 

Section 

13A. United Nations Environment Programme 6 078 000 

13B. Habitat: United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements . . . . . . . . . . . 1 002 500 

14. International narcotics control . . 4 3 17 100 

IS. Regular programme of technical assistance 20 092 900 

16. Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees 15 509 100 

17. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator . . . . . 1 563 000 

United States dollars 

(31 000) 

(45 000) 

44 800 

436 300 

(12 000) 

TOTAL, PART IV 258 923 100 10 119 900 

Part V. Human Rights 

18. Human rights ..... 5 943 600 478 400 

TOTAL, PART V 5 943 600 478 400 

Part VI. International Court of Justice 

19. International Court of Justice 5 229 100 (49 400) 

TOTAL, PART VI 5 229 100 ( 49 400) 

Part VII. Legal activities 
20. Legal activities ....... . 7 866 500 164 500 

TOTAL, PART VII 7 866 500 164 500 

Part VIII. Common services 

Revised 
appropriation 

6 047 000 

957 500 

4 361 900 

20 092 900 

15 945 400 

1 551 ooo· 

269 043 000 

6 422 000 

6 422 000 

5 179 700 

5 179 700 

8 031 000 

8 031 000 

21. Public information . 30 619 400 (378 300) 30 241 100 

22. Administration, management and general 
services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 534 400 7 694 700 136 229 100 

23. Conference and library services 107 247 700 1 286 900 108 534 600 

TOTAL, PART VIII 266 401 500 8 603 300 275 004 800 

Part IX. Special expenses 

24. United Nations bond issue 17 297 000 (98 000) 

TOTAL, PART IX 17 297 000 (98 000) 

Part X. Staff assessment 

25. Staff assessment . . . . 99 973 100 8 597 800 

TOTAL, PART X 99 973 100 8 597 800 

Part XI. Capital expenditures 

26. Construction, alteration, improvement and 
major maintenance of premises 13 717 500 4 329 700 

TOTAL, PART XI 13 717 500 4 329 700 

GRAND TOTAL 745 813 800 38 119 100 

17 199 000 

17 199 000 

108 570 900 

108 570 900 

18 047 200 

18 047 200 

783 932 900 

2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to 
transfer credits between sections of the budget with 
the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions; 

3. The total net provision made under the various 
sections of the budget for contractual printing shall be 
administered as a unit under the direction of the United 
Nations Publications Board; 
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4. The appropriations for technical assistance pro
grammes under section 15 shall be administered in ac
cordance with the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, except that the definition of obligations and 
the period of validity of obligations shall be subject to 
the following procedures: 

(a) Obligations for personal services established 
in the current biennium shall be valid for the succeeding 
biennium, provided that appointments of the experts 
concerned are effected by the end of the current bien
nium and that the total period to be covered by obliga
tions established for these purposes against the re
sources of the current biennium shall not exceed 
twenty-four man-months; 

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium 
for fellowships shall remain valid until liquidated, 
provided that the fellow has been nominated by the 
requesting Government and accepted by the Organiza
tion and that a formal letter of award has been issued 
to the requesting Government; 

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase 
orders for supplies or equipment recorded in the current 

Income Section 

Part [. Income from staff assessment 

1. Income from staff assessment 

TOTAL, PART I 

Part II. Other income 

2. General income . 

3. Revenue-producing activities 

TOTAL, PART II 

GRAND TOTAL 

2. The income from staff assessment shall be cred
ited to the Tax Equalization Fund in accordance with 
the provisions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) 
of 15 December 1955; 

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal 
Administration, services to visitors, catering and related 
services, television services and the sale of publications, 
not provided for under the budget appropriations, shall 
be charged against the income derived from those 
activities. 

C. Financing of appropriations for the year 1977 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the year 1977: 
1. Budget appropriations totalling $US 411,026,000 

consisting of $US 372,906,900, being one half of the 
appropriations approved for the biennium 197 6-1977 
under General Assembly resolution 3539 A (XXX), 
and $US 38,119,100, being the additional appropria
tion approved for the same biennium under resolution 
A above, shall be financed in accordance with regula
tions 5.1 and 5.2 of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations as follows: 

biennium will remain valid until payment is effected 
to the contractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled; 

5. In addition to the appropriations voted under 
paragraph 1 above, an amount of $27,000 is appro
priated for each year of the biennium 1976-1977 from 
the accumulated income of the Library Endowment 
Fund for the purchase of books, periodicals, maps and 
library equipment and for such other expenses of the 
Library at the Palais des Nations as are in accordance 
with the objects and provisions of the endowment. 

B. Revised income estimates for the biennium 1976-
1977 

The General Assembly 

Resolves that for the biennium 1976-1977: 

1. The estimates of income other than assessments 
on Member States approved by its resolution 3539 B 
(XXX) of 17 December 197 5 shall be increased by 
$US 8,595,000 as follows: 

Amount 
approved 
~ resolution Increase Revised 

3 39B(XXX) or (decrease) estimates 

United States dollars 

101 552 000 8 597 800 110 149 800 

101 552 000 8 597 800 110 149 800 

9 953 000 235 500 10 188 500 

6 787 300 (238 300) 6 549 000 

16 740 300 (2 800) 16 737 500 

118 292 300 8 595 000 126 887 300 

(a) $8,370,150 being half of the estimated income 
other than staff assessment approved for the biennium 
1976-1977 under General Assembly resolution 3539 B 
(XXX); · 

(b) Less $2,800 being the estimated decrease in 
income other than staff assessment approved for the 
biennium 1976-1977 under resolution B above; 

(c) $4,648,537 being the balance available of 
the 31 December 1975 surplus account of $6,256,439 
inasmuch as $1,607,902 was applied as a credit against 
contributions of Member States for the year 1976; 

(d) $421,284 being the contributions of new Mem
ber States for 1975 and 1976; 

(e) $397,588,829 being the assessment on Mem
ber States in accordance with General Assembly reso
lution 31/95 B of 14 December 1976 on the scale of 
assessments for the year 1977; 

2. There shall be set off against the assessment on 
Member States, in accordance with the provisions of 
General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, their respective share of the Tax Equalization 
Fund in a total amount of $US 59,553,727 consisting 
of: 
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(a) $50,776,000 being half of the estimated staff 
assessment income approved for the biennium 197 6-
1977 under General Assembly resolution 3539 B 
(XXX); 

(b) $8,597,800 being the estimated additional in
come from staff assessment approved for the biennium 
1976-1977 under resolution B above; 

(c) $179,927 being the excess of actual income 
from staff assessment over the revised estimates for 
the biennium 1974-1975 approved under General As
sembly resolution 3531 B (XXX). 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Questions relating to the programme budget 
for the biennium 1976-1977 

The General Assembly 
I. Yearbook of the United Nations 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the Yearbook of the United Nations (A/C.5/31/12); 

2. Concurs with the comments and observations 
made by the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions in its report (A/31/8/ Add.1 
and Corr.1 ) ; 

3. Approves the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee contained in paragraph 13 of its report; 

II. United Nations information centres system 

1. Takes note of the report" of the Secretary-General 
on the United Nations information centres system (A/ 
C.5/31/14); 

2. Concurs with the comments and observations 
made by the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions in its report (A/31 /8/ 
Add.2); 

III. Future trend in computer usage 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the electronic data processing and information sys
tems in the United Nations (A/C.S/31/3) and of the 
related report of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions (A/31 /255); 

2. Takes note of the views expressed by dele
gations in the Fifth Committee (see A/C.S/31/ 
SR.15, 21, 23, 25 and 27); 

3. Endorses the observations and recommendations 
made by the Advisory Committee in its report; 

IV. Recommendations of the Administrative Manage
ment Service 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the review of action taken on the recommendations 
made by the Administrative Management Service (A/ 
C.5/31/6) and of the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31/8/ Add.5); 

2. Concurs with the observations and recommenda
tions of the Advisory Committee contained in para
graphs 12 to 19 of its report. 

V. Establishment of a rationale for the allocation of 
expenses between the regular budget and the Fund 
of the United Nations Environment Programme 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the establishment of a rationale for the allocation of 

expenses between the regular budget and the Fund 
of the United Nations Environment Programme (A/ 
C.5 /31/39 and Corr.l and 2) and of the related report 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (A/31/8/ Add.10); 

2. Endorses the conclusions of the Advisory Com
mittee contained in paragraph 16 of its report; 

VI. United Nations accommodation in Geneva, Addis 
Ababa, Bangkok, Santiago and Nairobi 

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the extension of the Palais des Nations (A/ 
C.5/31/20), and on United Nations accommodation 
in Addis Ababa, Bangkok and Santiago, Chile (A/ 
C.5/31/41), and in Nairobi (A/C.5/31/45); 

2. Takes note also of the related report of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/8/ Add.16); 

VII. Revised estimates in respect of the United Na
tions Centre on Transnational Corporations 

Decides that, before any decision is reached on soft
ware for the United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations, the Secretary-General should give full 
consideration to suitable alternative packages, including 
the Integrated Set of Information Systems, and report 
thereon to the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions; 

VIII. Arabic language services in the United Nations 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on Arabic language services in the United Nations (A/ 
C.5/31/60 and Corr.l) and approves the organiza
tional arrangements contained in section IV thereof; 

2. Concurs with the observations and recommenda
tions made by the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions in its report (A/31/8/ 
Add.26); 

IX. Emoluments of the Secretary-General 

1. Concurs with the recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions concerning the emoluments of the Secretary
General contained in paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of its report 
(A/31/8/ Add.24); 

2. Approves net additional appropriations of 
$12~000 under section 1 of the programme budget for 
the biennium 1976-1977, and an increase of $21,000 
for staff assessment under section 25, offset by an 
equivalent amount under income section 1 ; 

X. Honorarium for the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

Requests the Secretary-General to review, within the 
context of the draft programme budget for the biennium 
1978-1979, the amount of the honorarium received by 
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions and to report thereon 
to the General Assembly; 

XI. Standards of accommodation for official travel 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the standards of accommodation for official travel 
of United Nations staff by air for the period from 1 
July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/C.5/31/5); 
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2. Decides that, in future, the Secretary-General 
shall report on the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 3198 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973 to 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud-

getary Questions and, should it consider it necessary, 
the Advisory Committee shall bring to the attention 
of the Assembly any relevant part of the information 
provided by the Secretary-General. 

Document No. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly 
adopted draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report on 
the establishment of the United Nations Industrial Development Fund (A/31/469, 
para. 9). For the final text, see resolutions 31/202 and 31/203.27 It also adopted 
the recommendation of the Committee in paragraph 10 of the same report (see 
decision 31 j 42627). 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly voted on the draft resolutions 
submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/470, para. 107). It adopted 
draft resolution I by 114 votes to 11, with 3 abstentions,* draft resolution II without 
objection, draft resolution III by 114 votes to 9, with 8 abstentions,* draft reso
lution IV A by 119 votes to 10, with 1 abstention,* draft resolution IV B by 
131 votes to none,* and draft resolution IV C by 119 votes to 1 0, with 1 absten
tion.* The Assembly then voted on the various sections of draft resolution V; 
it adopted section I by 117 votes to 10, with 3 abstentions,* section II without 
objection, section III by 119 votes to 10, with 1 abstention,* and sections IV to XI 
without objection. For the final text, see resolutions 31/204, 31 /205, 31 /206, 
31/207 A to C and 31/208, sections I to XJ.27 

* Recorded vote. 
27 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Ibid. 
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Revised estimates resulting from decisions of the Economic and Social 
Council at its1 sixtieth and sixty-first sessions: report of the Secretary
General 

Revised estimates in respect of the major programme on transnational 
corporations: report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of recommendations proposed 
by the International Civil Service Commission in document A/31/30: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Merger of the Administrative Management Service and the Internal 
Audit Service: report of the Secretary-General 

Revised estimates in respect of the' United Nations Conference on 
Desertification: report of the Secretary-General 

Services provided by the United Nations to activities funded from 
extra budgetary resources: report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the First Committee in document A/311285: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Budget and programme performance of the United Nations for the 
biennium 1976-1971: report of the Secretary-General 

Establishment of a rationale for the allocation of expenses between the 
regular budget and the Fund of the United Nations Environment 
Programme: report by the Secretary-General of the Organization and 
the Executive Director of the Programme 

General procedures and administrative arrangements governing the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation: note 
by the Secretary-General 

United Nations accommodation in Addis Ababa, Bangkok and Santiago; 
report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/31/L.ll: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/31/L.10/Rev.1: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31 /292: note by the 
Secretary-General 

United Nations accommodation in Nairobi: report of the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the implementation of 
proposals by the Secretary-General for the establishment of clas
sification systems for posts in the Professional category in the 
Secretariat and for General Service posts at Geneva: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Revised estimates resulting from the decisions of the Trade and Develop
ment Board arising from the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development at its fourth session: report by the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/31/L.4: note by the Secretary-General 

First performance report on the programme budget of the International 
Trade Centre for the biennium 1976-1971: note by the Secretary
General transmitting the report 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution IX sub
mitted by the Fourth Committee in document A/31/362: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution C submitted 
by the Special Political Committee in document A/31/333: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/C.5/31/L.9/Rev.2: note by the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con
tained in document A/31/L.20: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/347: note by the 
Secretary-General 

59 
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A/C.5/31/67 
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A/C.S/31/71 

A/C.S/31/72 

A/C.S/31/73 

A/C.5/31/74 

A/C.5/31/76 

A/C.5/31/77 
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A/C.S/31/79 
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Establishment of the United Nations Industrial Development Fund: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Revision of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations: report of 
the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution XV sub· 
mitted by the Fourth Committee in document A/31/362: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Arabic language services in the United Nations: report of the Secretary· 
General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution II sub
mitted by the Third Committee in document A/31/273: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con· 
tained in document A/C.5/31/L.10/Rev.1: note by the Secretary
General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/376: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub· 
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/371: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/387: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/384: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub· 
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/377: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution B sub
mitted by the First Committee in document A/31/386: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Establishment of an information services unit in the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs: report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of Economic and Social Coun
cil decision 195 (LXI): note by the Secretary-General 

Implications of extending United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund 
coverage to certain former staff members for service with the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency during the period 1950 through 
1960: report of the Secretary-General 

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator: financing 
of emergency relief assistance and technical co-operation activities: 
report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution II submitted 
by the Second Committee in document A/31/413: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con· 
tained in document A/31/L.29: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution sub· 
mitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31/370: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Technological innovations in the production of the publications and 
documentation of the United Nations: report of the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution con· 
tained in document A/C.5/31/L.31: note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution C sub· 
mitted by the Special Political Committee in document A/31/399: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolution D sub
mitted by the Special Political Committee in document A/31 /399: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Administrative and financial implications of draft resolutions I, II, III, 
IV, V, VI and VIII submitted by the Fourth Committee in document 
A/31/437: note by the Secretary-General 
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DOCUMENT A/31/400 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I 976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Medium-term 
plan: (a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 and 
revised plan for 1977; (b) Implementation of the recom
mendations of the Joint Inspection Unit: report of the 
Secretary-General" and to allocate it to the Fifth Com
mittee. 

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at its 3rd to 
7th, 9th, I Oth, 17th, 23rd, 28th, 30th, 36th and 37th 
meetings from 1 October to 26 November 1976. 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) Medium-term plan for the period 1978-1981 (AI31 I 
61 Add.! and Corr.2-5 ); 

(b) Report of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination (CPC) on the work of its sixteenth session 
(A/31 /38); 

(c) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions ( Al3l /139) on the medium-term 
plan; 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General (AIC.5I31 I 15) on 
the implementation of the major recommendations of the 

f Original: E11glishj 
f 10 December 1976/ 

Joint Inspection Unit on medium-term planning in the 
United Nations system; 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General (AIC.5I311'27) on 
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3534 (XXX); 

(f) Report of the Advisory Committee ( Al31 /326) con
taining its comments on the report of the Secretary-General 
on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 
3534 (XXX); 

(g) Report of the Economic and Social Council on the 
work of its organizational session for 1976 and of its 
sixtieth and sixty-first sessions ( Al31 13 ). 

4. At the 3rd meeting of the Fifth Committee the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee orally introduced 
that Committee's report ( Al31 1139). 

5. At the same meeting, the Rapporteur of CPC orally 
introduced that Committee's report ( Al31 138). 

6. The Controller addressed the Committee at its 3rd 
and 17th meetings. 

7. The Chairman of the CPC addressed the Committee at 
its I Oth meeting. 

8. At the 23rd meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced the following draft resolution 

b.nn .. v<>~ {)(XXII (j{ 
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(A/CS/31 /L.9) on behalf of Belgium, Egypt, Ghana, 
Kenya, the Netherlands and Trinidad and Tobago: 

"The General Assembly, 

" .. . f the preamble is the same as the first five 
paragraphs of the preamble of the draft resolution 
appearing in paragraph 30 below, with the exception of 
the fourth paragraph, which ended with the words 'in the 
United Nations system'l, 

" ... [the nine operatil·e paragraphs are the same as 
operatil'e paragraphs I to 7, 10 and I I of the draft 
resolution appearing in paragraph 30 below, except that 
paragraph 3 (a), subparagraphs (i), (iii) d and (il'), and 
paragraphs 7 and 9 (b) read as follows: 

~· '3. 

.. '(a) 

(i) A short statement providing an over-all forward 
look from his vantage point on the basis of past 
deliberations and decisions of intergovernmental 
organs, the expressed views of Member States and 
the collective advice of his colleagues, in which he 
would call the attention to changes in orientation 
which, in his opinion, are necessary in order to 
respond to changes in the international scene and 
to meet future needs; 

(iii) ... 

(iv) Indicative projections of future budgetary orders 
of magnitude, as recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions, under the regular budget and from extra
budgetary resources for the plan as a whole and by 
major programmes which would neither constitute 
ceilings nor be binding upon Member Sta!es; 

" '7. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that no 
supplementary estimates intended to fund new pro
grammes or expand existing ones shall be submitted until 
the planning and programme budgeting procedure re
ferred to above has been complied with, it being 
understood that the General Assembly may decide that 
exceptional circumstances demand otherwise; 

"" '9 ... 0 

"'(b) Determine which programmes or subprogrammes 
are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective and 
recommend, as appropriate, their curtailment or 
termination;'] . " 

9. At the 30th meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands, on behalf of the sponsors, which had been 
joined by Australia and Turkey, introduced a revised draft 
resolution ( A/CS/31 /L.9 /Rev.l) and pointed out that the 
revised text took into account the reports of the Secretary
General ( A/CS /31 /27) and the Advisory Committee 
( A/31 /326) regarding the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 3543 (XXX), and also incorporated a 
number of improvements suggested by delegations in the 
course of consultations. The revised text read as follows: 

"The General Assemb(t•, 

" ... [the first to fifth and the seventh paragraphs of 
the preamble are the same as the first to fifth and the 
eighth paragraphs of the preamble of the draft resolution 
appearing in paragraph 30 below; the sixth paragraph read 
as fOllows: 

"'Aware of the usefull)ess of the medium-term plan as 
an instrument for system-wide co-ordination,']," 

" ... [operative paragraphs 1-11 are the same as the 
corresponding paragraphs of the draft resolution ap
pearing in paragraph 30 below, except that paragraph 
3 (a), subparagraphs (iii) d and ( iv ), and paragraphs 9 and 
11 (b) read as follows: 

.. '3 ... 0 

"'(a) ... 

(iii) 
d. Indications of the time-phasing of planned 

activities; 
(iv) Preliminary and approximate indications of future 

costs as recommended by the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, under 
the regular budget and from extrabudgetary re
sources for the plan as a whole and by major 
programmes which would neither constitute 
ceilings nor be binding upon Member States; 

"'9. Reaffirms resolution 3534 (XXX) and stresses 
the responsibility of the Secretary-General to draw to the 
attention of the competent intergovernmental bodies 
activities that are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or 
ineffective so that the bodies concerned may take the 
necessary action; 

"'II. 

"'(b) Determine which programmes or subprogrammes 
are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective and 
recommend, as appropriate, their curtailment or 
termination;']." 

10. At the same meeting, several amendments to draft 
resolution A/C.S /31 /L. 9 /Rev.I were before the Committee 
(see paras. 11-14 below). 

II. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics proposed the following amendments 
(A/CS/31 /LIS): 

(a) In the sixth preambular paragraph, replacement of 
the words "for system-wide co-ordination," by the words 
"for making all the activities of the United Nations system 
more effective and economical and as an effective means of 
co-ordination for the elimination of duplication and paral
lelism of activities"; 

(b) At the end of paragraph 3 (a) (iii) d. the addition of 
the words: ''by programme, subprogramme and programme 
component"; 

(c) In paragraph 3 (a) (iii), the addition of the following 
new subparagraph: 
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"f The resources which will be released as a result of 
the completion or curtailment of programmes, subpro· 
grammes and programme components"; 

(d) At the end of paragraph 3 (c) (iii), the addition of the 
words: "taking into account the views of all States 
Members of the United Nations". 

12. The representative of the Philippines proposed 
(A/C.S/31 /L.I6) the insertion of the following preambular 
paragraph: 

"Aware of the role of the General Assembly and the 
Economic and Social Council in co-ordinating decisions 
taken by sectoral and regional bodies, while providing 

over-all guidance, determining policy lines and mdicating 
areas of priorities". 

13. The representative of Greece proposed ( A/C'.S I 
31 /L.17) the addition of the following text as operative 
paragraph 12: 

"12. Further decides, as a special case, and in pur
suance of the need to encourage Member States to be 
represented at regular sessions of the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ord ina lion, at a high level of expertise 
and to ensure the continu1ty of their representation. that 
the Organization shall bear. from 197R onwards, the 
travel and per diem expenses of one representative of 
each Member State of the Committee." 

14. The representative of Poland orally proposed that. if 
the Philippine amendment ( A/C'.S/31/L.l6) were accepted 
by the sponsors, the text should be revised in such a 
manner as to make a clear distinction between the 
respective roles of the General Assembly and the Economic 
and Social Council. 

15. Speakmg on behalf of the sponsors of the draft 
resolution (A/C.5/31/L.9/Rev.l ). the representative of the 
Netherlands stated, with reference to the Soviet amend
ments ( A/C'.S /31 /LIS), that the sponsors were prepared to 
replace the words "system-wide co-ordination" with the 
words "effective co-ordination of the activities of the 
United Nations system". They also accepted the second 
Soviet amendment provided the words "as far as prac· 
ticable" were added before it. The idea behind the third 
Soviet amendment was acceptable, but they preferred 
incorporating it in operative paragraph 9 by adding the 
words "indicating the resources which could be released" 
after the word "ineffective". The sponsors had some 
difficulty, however, with the fourth Soviet amendment and 
appealed to the representative of the Soviet Union not to 
press for its inclusion in the draft text. 

16. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics accepted the modifications suggested by the 
sponsors and agreed to withdraw the fourth amendment 
proposed by his delegation in document A/C'.S/31 /LIS. 

17. The representative of the Netherlands stated also 
that the Philippine amendment (A/C'.S/31/L.l6), as orally 
amended by Poland, was acceptable to the sponsors and 
would be included as the penultimate preambular para· 
graph. 

18. The amendment submitted by Greece (A/C.S/ 
31 /L.l7) was also acceptable to the sponsors on the 
understanding that the members of CPC would travel 
economy class. The representative of Greece stated that it 
was also the understanding of his delegation. 

19. The representative of the Upper Volta then orally 
proposed that the words "as recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions" be 
deleted from paragraph 3 (a) ( iv) of draft resolution 
A/C'.S/31/L.9/Rev.l, and that the words "programme 
elements" he added in paragraph II (b). 

20. At the 36th meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands, on behalf of the sponsors. introduced a 
further revision of the draft resolution (A/C'.S/31 f 
L.9/Rev.2) and, at the same time, announced that Ni
caragua had joined the sponsors. 

21. The draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.9/Rev.2) incorpo
rated the amendments which had been accepted by the 
sponsors, including the oral amendment proposed by the 
Upper Volta. 

22. The following new paragraph had been added at the 
end of the operative part: 

"12 .... [same text as paragraph J.} o.f the draft 
resolution appearing in paragraph 30 below, except that 
the last clause, after the words 'subsidwrr organs of the 
United Nations', read: 'the travel and subsistence ex
penses of one representative of each Member State on the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordma t1on.') ." 

23. In introducing draft resolution A/C'.5/31/L.9/Rev.2, 
the representative of the Netherlands stated that paragraph 
12 was based on the amendment submitted by Greece 
(A/C'.S/31/L.I7), and that it was proposed that. in order to 
avoid supplementary appropriations for the current bien· 
nium, any additional costs involved would be borne by the 
Organization from 1978 onwards. 

24. The representative of /\!gena orally proposed the 
deletion of the reference to "subsistence expenses" in 
paragraph 12 of draft resolution A/C.S/31 /L.9/Rev.2. The 
representative of the Upper Volta supported the Algerian 
amendment and requested a separate vote on it in the event 
that it was not accepted by the sponsors. 

25. A statement of administrative and financial impli· 
cations with respect to paragraph I 2 of draft resolution 
A/C.S/31/L.9/Rev.2 was submitted by the Secretary· 
General (A/C'.S/31/54) and the Advisory Committee also 
submitted comments thereon ( A/31 /357 ). 

26. At the 37th meetmg, after a short discussion of 
paragraph I 2 in the course of which the Chamnan of the 
Advisory Committee and the Director of the Budget 
Division explained its administra live and financial impli· 
cations, the sponsors of draft rcsolutJon A/C.S/31 I 
L.9/Rev.2 agreed to revise the paragraph to read as follows: 

/Same text as paragraph 12 of the draft resolution 
appearing in paragraph 30 below.} 
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27. In announcing the amendments to paragraph 12 
on behalf of the sponsors, the representative of the 
Netherlands stated that it was clear from the text that 
subsistence and travel expenses should be paid with respect 
to all seSSIOilS of CPC. 

28. The comments and observations of delegations 
during the discussion of the item, as well as the reservations 
expressed and explanations of vote, are reflected in the 
summary records of the Committee (A/C'.5/31/SR.3-7, 9, 
I 0, I 7, 23, 28, 30, 36 and 37). 

Decisions of the Committee 

29. At tts 37th meeting, the Committee voted on draft 
resolution A/C'.S /31 /L.9 /Rev.2 and on the amendments 
thereto as follows: 

(a) The oral amendment proposed by Algeria to delete 
the words "subsistence expenses" from paragraph 12 of the 
draft resolution was rejected by 36 votes to 19, with 37 
abstentions; 

(b) Paragraph 12, as revised by the sponsors of the draft 
resolution, was adopted by 53 votes to 22, with 19 
abstentions; 

(c) Draft resolution A/C.5/L.9/Rev.2, as orally revised, 
was adopted by consensus (see para. 30 below). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

30. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the relevant recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of the 
United Nations and the Specialized Agencies,• 

Recalling also its resolutions 3199 (XXVIII) of 18 
December 1973, 3392 (XXX) of 20 November 1975 and 
3534 (XXX) of 17 December 1975, 

Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolutions 
2008 (LX) of 14 May 1976 and 2019 (LXI) of 3 August 
!976, 

Hal'ing considered the medium-term plan for the period 
1978-1981 ( A/31 /6/ Add. I and Corr.2-5), chapter III, sec
tion H, and chapter VII, section A, of the report of the 
Economic and Social Council ( A/31 /3), the report of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on the work 
of its sixteenth session (A/31/38), the report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/139), on the medium-term plan, the report 
of the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/15) on the implemen
tation of the major recommendations of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit on medium-term planning in the United Nations 
system, the report of the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/27) 
on the implementatiOn of General Assembly resolution 

I Of/it ial !?ecord1 of the General Assembly. Twentv-ji"rst Session, 
Annexes, a)!enda 1tem 80, document A/6343. 

3534 (XXX) and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31 /326), 

Conscious of the need for further harmonization of 
programmes throughout the United Nations system, 

Aware of the usefulness of the medium-term plan as an 
instrument for effective co-ordination of the activities of 
the United Nations system, 

Aware also of the respective roles of the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council in co-ordi
nating decisions taken by sectoral and regional bodies, 
while providing over-all guidance, determining policy lines 
and indicating areas of priority, 

Recalling that the need to improve and strengthen the 
evaluation process as part of planning, programming and 
budgeting has been recognized since the issue of the report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to Examine the 
Finances of the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the medium-term 
plan for the period 1978-1981 and accepts it in the light of 
the recommendations and conclusions contained in the 
reports of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions as the framework for the preparation of 
the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979; 

2. Urges each organization within the United Nations 
system to plan its activities, l;Jearing in mind the related 
programmes planned or being carried out in other parts of 
the system; 

3. Decides that the future medium-term plans of the 
United Nations should be prepared according to the 
following procedure: 

(a) The draft medium-term plans proposed by the Secre
tary-General should embody: 

(i) A short statement on directions that United Nations 
activities should take in the medium term; 

(ii) A set of documents in which each major programme, 
developed in accordance with legislative decisions, is 
presented in a consolidated manner; 

(iii) The following financial information: 
a. Any approved allocations in the current regular 

budget; 
b. The actual extrabudgetary expenditure for the 

preceding year or biennium; 
c. Estimates, in percentage terms only, of the 

proportion of each programme's allocations 
during the planning period that the Secretary
General intends to devote to each subprogramme; 

d. Indications of the time-phasing of planned activi
ties as far as practicable, by programme, sub
programme and programme element; 

e. As appropriate and, in so far as possible, approxi
mate amounts allocated or expended (as in a and 
b above) on related activities by other organs of 
the United Nat1ons system; 
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(iv) Preliminary and approximate indications of future 
costs under the regular budget and from extra
budgetary resources for the pl~n as a whole and by 
major programmes which would neither constitute 
ceilings nor be binding upon Member States; 

(v) Appropriate information on how proposed United 
Nations programmes would relate to activities of 
other organizations of the United Nations system; 

(b) The medium-term plan will be considered by the 
General Assembly in the light of the comments and 
recommendations of the Economic and Social Council, the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions following the procedures adopted by the Eco
nomic and Social Council in its decision 139 (ORG-76) of 
15 January 1976; 

(c) After approval by the General Assembly, the 
medium-term plan will constitute the principal policy 
directive of the United Nations which: 

(i) States the medium-term objectives to be attained in 
a four-year period; 

(ii) Describes the strategy to be followed to that effect 
and the means of action to be used; 

(iii) Gives an indicative estimate of the necessary re
sources in over-all terms and by major programme; 

4. ti1durses the remaining recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination not covered 
in paragraph 3 above and expresses appreciation for the 
comments thereon of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to take measures to 
involve more closely the sectoral, functional and regional 
programme-formulating organs in the planning and pro· 
gramming process; 

6. Urges those organs to refrain from undertaking new 
activities not programmed in the medium-term plan and the 
subsequent programme budget unless a pressing need of an 
unforeseeable nature arises as determined by the General 
Assembly; 

7. Rectuests the Secretary-General to ensure compliance 
with the planning and programme budgeting procedure 
referred to above; 

8. Reafrirms that supplementary estimates for expansion 
of existing activities or initiation of new programmes will 

be considered only after specific approval of the General 
Assembly; 

9. Reaffirms its resolution 3534 (XXX) and stresses the 
responsibility of the Secretary-General to draw to the 
attention of the competent intergovernmental bodies activi
ties that are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective, 
indicating the resources which could be released so that the 
bodies concerned may take the necessary action; 

I 0. Decides that the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination shall function as the main subsidiary organ of 
the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly 
for planning, programming and co-ordination and approves 
the consolidated terms of reference as set out in Economic 
and Social Council resolution 2008 (LX); 

11. Instructs the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination in particular: 

(a) To review in depth, on a selective basis, the maJor 
programmes of the plan and recommend any necessary 
amendments to the Economic and Social Council and the 
General Assembly; 

(b) To determine which programmes, subp_rogrammes or 
programme elements are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or 
ineffective and to recommend, as appropriate, their curtail
ment or termination; 

(c) To assess the degree of substantive co-ordination of 
selected programmes within the United Nations system and 
to recommend the appropriate section thereon; 

12. Further decides that, in order to encourage Member 
States to be represented at a high level of expertise and to 
ensure the continuity of their representation in the body 
whose central role and over-all responsibilities are recog
nized, the Organization shall bear from 1978 onwards, for 
an experimental period and subject to review by the 
General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session. as a special 
exception to the basic principles set out in pargraph 2 of 
Assembly resolution 1798 (XVII) of 11 December 1962 
concerning the payment out of United Nations funds of 
travel and subsistence expenses to members of organs and 
subsidiary organs of the United Nations, the travel (on the 
basis of economy class) and subsistence expenses (at 
standard rates applicable to officials of the Secretariat plus 
15 per cent) of one representative of each Member State on 
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 14 December 1976, the General Assembly, before 
voting on the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/400, 
para. 30), voted separately on operative paragraph 12; it adopted the paragraph by a 
recorded vote of 81 to 21, with 22 abstentions. It then adopted the draft resolution as a 
whole. For the final text, sec resolution 31/93.2 

2 Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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the Secretary-General 

A/C.5/31/54 Admini~trativc and finandal implications of thl· draft resolution contained 
in dol·umcnt A/C5/31/L.9/Rev.2: note by thl' Secretary-General 

A/C.5/31/L.9 Draft resolution 

A/C5/31/L.9/Rev.l Revi,ed draft resolution 

A/C.5/31/L. 9/R<.-'V.2 Idem 

A/C.5/31/L.I5 Anwndmcnts to document A/C.5/31/L.9/Rev.l 

A/C.5/31/L.16 Amendml·nt to document A/C.5/31/L.9/Rev.l 

A/C.5/31/LI7 Idem 

A/C.S/31/L 19 Note by the Sccretar~·-Gencral 

A/C.5/31/L. 27 Draft report of the Fifth Committee 

Utho In United Natio111, New York 

Observations and re{erence11 

Officio/ Records of the General 
Assembly, 171irty·[irst SesJion, 
Suppleme11t No. 3 

Ibid., Supplemem No. 6A and 
l"Orrigenda 

/hid., Supplement No. 38 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsor~ and thl' text, 
sec A/31/400, para. 8 

Idem, para. 9 

Idem, paras. 20-22 

Idem, para. II 

Idem, para. 12 

Idem, para. I 3 

Replaced by A/C.S/31/54 

Same tc\t as A/31/400 

76·36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/467 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Financial emer
gency of the United Nations: report of the Negotiating 
Committee on the Financial Emergency of the United 
Nations" and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered this item at its 60th 
meeting, on 21 December 1976. 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had 
before it the report of the Negotiating Committee on the 
Financial Emergency of the United Nations (A/31/37). 

4. The representative of Saudi Arabia introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.S/31/L.4) which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Whereas the United Nations remains the best inter
national forum for Member States to continue their 
endeavours to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war, 

"Taking into account that mistrust still prevails among 
Member States, in particular among the major Powers, to 
the extent that a sum amounting to approximately $300 
billion is spent annually on armaments, 

"Noting that the problem of the chronic deficits that 
have been afflicting the budget of the United Nations and 
the specialized agencies should be solved on a permanent 
basis in order to enhance the effective efforts exerted by 
Member States to maintain world peace and security, 

[Original: English/ 
[21 December 1976/ 

"Considering that the stupendous amounts spent on 
replenishing military arsenals with weapons, some of 
which, if used, might poison the biosphere and pave the 
way for the extinction of the human species, 

"Reaffirming that there is no alternative to the United 
Nations for the deterrence of an apocalyptic world war, 

"I. Urges Member States of the United Nations to 
consider the creation of a special fund to save the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies from financial 
stringency; 

"2. Appeals to Member States which have armament 
industries to levy a tax of one half of I per cent on the 
value of their arms production and to remit the proceeds 
of this tax to the above-mentioned fund, which would be 
managed by unpaid trustees appointed by the United 
Nations." 

5. The representative of Pakistan introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.S/31/L.57/Rev.l) on behalf of Argentina, 
Canada, Ghana, Greece, India, Ireland, Nicaragua and 
Pakistan. 

6. The Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.S/31/ 
L.57/Rev.l by consensus (see para. 8 below). 

7. The representative of Saudi Arabia requested that the 
draft resolution proposed by his delegation (A/C.S/31/L.4) 
be referred to the Negotiating Committee when it con
tinued its efforts with respect to the financial emergency of 
the United Nations. 

AnnPYP~ rxxxn 94 
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Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 1. Decides to defer to its thirty-second session considera
tion of the report of the Negotiating Committee on the 
Financial Emergency of the United Nations; 8. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 

Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The General Assembly, 
2. Requests the Committee to keep the fmancial situa

tion of the United Nations under review in order to 
promote a lasting solution to the financial problems of the 
Organization; 

Recalling its resolution 3538 (XXX) of 17 December 
1975 by which it established the Negotiating Committee on 
the Financial Emergency of the United Nations, 

3. FUrther requests the Committee to submit, if neces
sary, a supplementary report on further developments; Reaffirming its determination to bring about a lasting 

solution to the financial problems of the Organization, 

Considering that the Committee was unable to complete 
its report (A/31/37) in time for adequate consideration by 
Member States at the current session of the General 
Assembly, 

4. FUrther decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-second session the item entitled "Financial 
emergency of the United Nations: report of the Negotiating 
Committee on the Financial Emergency of the United 
Nations". 

Document No. 

A/31/37 

A/C.5/31/L.4 

NC.5/31/L.S7 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/467, para. 8). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/191.1 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 94 that are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

Report of the Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the Official Records of the General 
United Nations Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 

Supplement No. 37 

Saudi Arabia: draft resolution See A/31/467, para. 4 

Canada, Ghana, Greece, India, Ireland, Pakistan: draft resolution Replaced by A/C.S/31/LS7/ 
Rev.l 

NC.5/31/L.57 /Rev.1 __ [same sponsors], Argentina and Nicaragua: revised draft resolution For the text, see A/31/467, 
para. 8 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76·36606-November 1977-2,000 
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Agenda item 95: * Review of the intergovernmental and expert machinery dealing with the formulation, review and 
approval of programmes and budgets** 

DOCUMENT A/31/468*** 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

(Original: English/ 
(21 December 1976/ 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, the General Assembly decided 
to include in the agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Review of the 
intergovernmental and expert machinery dealing with the formulation, review and 
approval of programmes and budgets" and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. At its 57th meeting, on 20 December, the Committee decided, in the context of 
the organization of its work, to recommend to the General Assembly that consideration 
of the question should be postponed to the thirty-second session. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the item entitled 
"Review of the intergovernmental and expert machinery dealing with the formulation, 
review and approval of programmes and budgets" should be included in the provisional 
agenda of its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation made by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/468, para. 3) (see 
decision 31/423• ). 

* for the discussion of the item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Fifth Committee, 57th meeting, and ibid., Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; 
and ibid, Plenary Meetings, 107th meeting. 

** This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session 
(agenda item 74) and thirtieth session (item 97). 

*** Incorporating document A/31/468/Corr.l of 22 December 1976. 
1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 
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** Since 1971, this question has been discu~sed by the General Assembly at the following \ession~: twenty-sixth (agenda item 81 ), 
twenty-seventh (item 78), twenty-eighth (item 80), twenty-ninth (item 75) and thirtieth (Hem 98). 

DOCUMENT A/31/401 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Introduction 

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I 976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Administrative and 
budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency: report of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions" and allocated it to the 
Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 8th, I 4th. 
I 5th, I 7th, 20th, 2 I st, 24th, 25th, 29th, 30th and 38th 
meetings, between I 4 October and 29 November 1976. 1 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had 
before it the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions ( A/31 /233 and Add. I ) dealing 
with general budgetary trends within the United Nations 
system, and containing its comments on the budgets of the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency; 

(b) Report of the Advisory Committee (A/31/227) on 
co-ordination questions in the activities of the United 
Nations Environment Programme; 

I At the 21st, 24th and 25th meeting~. the Committee con
sidered-under agenda item 92- the rcvic" of action taken on the 
recommendations of the Administrative Management Service (see 
para. 9 of the present report). 

/Original: English/ 
I 10 December 1976/ 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on bodies and organs 
established for purposes of administrative and budgetary 
control, investigation and co-ordination ( A/31 /75 and 
Corr.l and 2): 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General (A/31/75/Add.J and 
Corr. I) on the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 
and proposed revised terms of reference; 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General containing a brief, 
factual description of the activities of the intergovern
mental bodies which have recently addressed themselves to 
questions related to administrative and budgetary control, 
investigation and co-ordination (A/31 /75/ Add.2). 

4. The two reports of the Advisory Committee were 
introduced by its Chairman in an oral statement before the 
Fifth Committee at its 8th meeting. 

5. The Under-Secretary-General for Administration and 
Management, in an oral statement before the Committee at 
its 24th meeting responded to comments made in the 
course of the debate and commented on the question of 
enhancing the role of the Administrative Management 
Service. 

6. The Under-Secretary-General for Inter-Agency Affairs 
and Co-ordination addressed the Committee at its 17th 
meeting. 

7. In the course of the consideration of the item, and 
upon the invitation of the Chairman of the Committee, 
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statements were made by the representatives of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization, the International Labour 
Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization 
and the Observer of Switzerland to the United Nations. 

8. The representative of the United Nations Environ
ment Programme replied to queries raised by various 
delegations at the 20th meeting. 

9. At the 24th meeting, when the Committee w~s 
discussing the review of action taken on the recommen
dations of the Administrative Management Service under 
agenda item 92, the programme budget for the biennium 
1976-1977-it decided, at the suggestion of the Chairman, 
to proceed with the consideration of the question of 
co-ordination in two parts; the first part would deal with 
the reports of the Advisory Committee (A/31/227 and 
31/233 and Add.1 ), and the second part with the remaining 
reports on the item, and would include the following two 
reports which originally appeared under agenda item 92: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the review of 
action taken on the recommendations of the Administrative 
Management Service (A/C.S/31/6); 

(b) Related report of the Advisory Committee (A/31/8/ 
Add.S). 

Consideration of proposals 

Draft resolution A/C5/31/L.6 

lO. At the 29th meeting, the representative of Cuba 
introduced the following draft resolution (A/C.S/31/L.6 ): 

"The General Assembly, 

"Gr01•e(1' disturbed by the continuing currency fluctua
tions in the developed countries in which the organiza
tions of the United Nations system effect their expendi
tures, 

"Bearing in mind that the fluctuations in exchange rates 
among the currencies of the developed countries in which 
the headquarters of the organizations of the United 
Nations system are situated cause substantial losses in the 
budgets of those organizations, which are currently 
defrayed by all the States members of those organi
zations. 

"Considering the economic benefits which those devel
oped countries receive because the headquarters of the 
organizations of the United Nations system are situated 
therein, 

"I. Requests the developed countries in which head
quarters of the organizations of the United Nations 
system are situated to establish fixed exchange rates, 
from I January 1978, for the foreign exchange trans
actions of those organizations, in accordance with the 
exchange rates prevailing in the market on that date, for 
which those organizations may opt in carrying out their 
foreign exchange transactions; 

"2. Also requests those developed countries to provide 
the Secretary-General with information on this matter as 
soon as possible, in order that he may report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session" 

II. At the 30th meeting, following some discussion, the 
Committee rejected the draft resolution (A/C.S/31/L.6) by 
38 votes to 17, with 41 abstentions. 

Draft resolution A/CS/31 jL.J2 

12. The representative of the Netherlands then intro· 
duced the following draft resolution (A/C.S/31/L.12) on 
behalf of Canada, Japan and the Netherlands: 

[Same text as draft resolution A in paragraph 22 below, 
except the preamble consisted of the first preambu/ar 
{Xlragraph only of the draft resolution, and that operative 
{Xlragraph 6 read: 

"6. Requests the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions to continue its present 
practice of supplementing annual reports on administra· 
tive and budgetary co-ordination with reports on specific 
problems, taking into account the suggestions made in 
this respect in the discussions in the Fifth Committee."] 

Nicaragua later joined the sponsors of the draft resolution. 

13. The representative of the Philippines orally proposed 
that a second preambular paragraph be inserted in the draft 
resolution (A/C.S/31/L.12) which read as follows: 

[Same text as the second preambular paragraph of draft 
resolution A in paragraph 22 below.] 

14. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee orally 
suggested that the words "its present practice of supple· 
menting" in operative paragraph 6 be replaced by the words 
"to supplement, as appropriate, the". 

15. The sponsors of the draft resolution accepted the 
amendment proposed by the representative of the Philip· 
pines and the suggestion of the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee. 

16. Draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.1 2, as amended, was 
adopted by consensus (see para. 22 below, draft resolu
tion A). 

Draft resolution A/C5/31/L.l3 

17. Also at the 30th meeting, the representative of 
C.anada introduced a draft resolution (A/C.S/31/L.l3) on 
behalf of Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Canada and the 
Philippines on the subject of administrative co-ordination 
of electronic data processing and information systems in 
the United Nations organizations. Nicaragua later joined the 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

18. Draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.13 was adopted by 
consensus (see para. 22 below, draft resolution B). 
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Draft resolution A/C5/31 /L.21 /Rev.! 

19. At the 38th meeting, the representative of India 
introduced, on behalf of the delegations of India, Japan, 
Jordan, the Netherlands, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
Uruguay, a draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.21/Rev.l) on the 
strengthening of the role and functions of the Adminis
trative Management Service. 

20. The draft resolution was adopted by consensus (see 
para. 22 below, draft resolution C). 

* * * 
21. The comments and observations made by delega

tions in the course of the discussion of the item, as well as 
the various statements made, are reflected in the summary 
records of the meetings of the Committee ( A/C .5 /31/SR.8, 
14, I 5, 17, 20, 21, 24, 25, 29,30 and 38). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

22. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United 
Nations with the specialized agencies and the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency 

A 

The General Assemb~y. 

Having considered with appreciation the reports of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions relating to administrative and budgetary co
ordination of the United Nations with the specialized 
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(A/31 /233 and Add.!), and to co-ordination questions in 
the activities of the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme (A/31/227), 

Concerned with the growing need for effective adminis
trative and budgetary co-ordination within the framework 
of the United Nations system, 

1. Concurs with the observations and comments of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions contained in the above-mentioned reports; 

2. Refers to the organizations concerned the obser
vations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions contained in its reports and brings the 
report on co-ordination questions in the activities of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (ibid.) specifically 
to the attention of the Governing Council of the Pro
gramme; 

3. Refers the report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on co-ordination 
questions (ibid.) to the Committee on Programme and 
Co-ordination in connexion with the decision of that 
Committee to consider in depth environment programmes 
at its seventeenth session in 1977; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to refer to the execu
tive heads of the organizations of the United Nations 
system, through the Administrative Comn11ttee on Co-ordi
nation, matters arising out of the above-mentiOned reports 
and the related discussion m the Fifth Committee which 
call for their attention and necessary action, in particular 
the question of rotation of staff; 

5. Transnuts these reports to the Board of Auditors, to 
the members of the Panel of External Auditors and to the 
Joint Inspection Unit for their information: 

6. Requests the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions to contmue to supplement, as 
appropriate, the annual reports on administrative and 
budgetary co-ordinatiOn with reports on specific problems. 
taking into account the suggestions made in this respect 
during the discussions in the Fifth Committee. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

Considering the rapidly expanding applications of elec
tronic data processmg techniques to mformation systems 
and data banks throughout the United NatiOns system. 
their potential value 111 accelerating the Implementation and 
co-ordination of Important programmes, partJcttlarly in the 
field of economic and social development. and the impor
tance of ensurmg efficient use of available resources. 

I. Requests the Advisory Committee on Admimstrative 
and Budgetary Questions to provide policy advice and 
recommendations on the administrative co-ordination of 
electroniC data processing and information systems in the 
United Nations orgamzations, 111 carrymg out this task, the· 
Advisory Committee should Identify and focus on maJOI 
Issues that will help to increase benefit from the expandmg: 
applications of electronic data processmg and informatwr 
systems. and should also examine methods and criterw for: 

(a) Assessing the utility of existing and proposed mfor
matwn systems; 

(b) Co-ordmatmg and harmomzing existing and planned 
information systems: 

(c) Estimating costs for establishing and operatmg the 
systems: 

(d) Considering any other adnumstrative co-ordination 
issues. mcludmg policies concerning acquisition and utili
zation of computer hardware, that, in the opimon of the 
Advisory Committee or the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination, require the consideration of MeP1ber States: 

:2. Requests the Admmistrative Committee on Co-ordi
nation to assist in that task by providing. as required, the 
services and assistance of the Inter-Organization Board for 
Information Systems and Related Activities. 

c 

171C General Assembly, 

Noting with appreciation the report of the Secretary
General (A/C.S/31/6) on the review of action taken on the 
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recommendations of the Administrative Management Serv
ice and the related report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions ( A/31/8/ Add.5 ), 

Convinced that an effective and continumg management 
improvement programme IS essential for the efficient and 
economical functioning of the Organization and that this, 
in turn, requires a competent central internal machinery 
endowed with the necessary mandate and the maximum 
support of the Secretary-General, 

Noting the VIew of the Secretary-General that, while "an 
acceptable degree of success" ( A/C.S/31/6, para. 64) has 
been achieved in implementing the past recommendations 
of the Administrative Management Service, further meas
ures are needed throughout the Secretariat for securing 
better results from management improvement efforts, 

Noting also the statement made by the Under
Secretary-General for Administration and Management 
before the Fifth Committee on this matter (A/C.S/31/ 
SR.24), in particular paragraph 17 of the summary record 
containing that statement, 

Agreeing with the observations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Admmistrative and Budgetary Questions as 
contained in paragraphs 12 to 19 of Its report, particularly 
those in paragraph 14, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To put into effect promptly the measures mentioned 
in paragraph 67 of his report (A/C.S/31/6): 

(b) To strengthen the existing role and functions of the 
Administrative Management Service by: 

(i) Authorizing the Service to identify management 
problems or areas requiring management improve
ment and to examine and report thereon with 
specific recommendations as to action required; 

(ii) Reviewing the reports and recommendations when 
received and taking the necessary steps to ensure the 
prompt and effective implementation by the offices 
or departments concerned of those recommen
dations which he has approved: 

(iii) Empowering the Service to mom tor and, whenever 
necessary, assist in the implementation of recom
mendations which he has approved; 

( iv) Calling upon the offices or departments responsible 
to report at six-monthly intervals on the progress 
being made in implementmg the approved recom
mendations, together with any problems and diffi
culties encountered in the process: 

(c) To inform all staff of the Secretariat of the revised 
role and functiOns of the Administrative M:magement 

Service and of his strongest support for the Service, and to 
call upon them to extend to it full co-operation and 
assistance: 

(d) To give special attention to the matter of staffing of 
the Administrative Management Service so as to ensure that 
the Service is staffed at all times by individuals possessing 
the highest degree of technical competence; 

(e) To submit annually to the Advisory Committee on 
Admmistra tive and Budgetary Questions a report in sum
mary form on the management improvement projects and 
other advisory services rendered by the Administrative 
Management Service during the preceding twelve months; 
such reports should also include: 

(i) A complete list of all reports and recommendations 
made by the Administrative Management Service 
dunng the year, with an indication of the recommen
dations, or parts thereof, not approved by the 
Secretary-General; 

(ii) A summary of the progress reports submitted during 
the past year in accordance with subpara
graph (b) (iv) above, together with an evaluation 
by the Secretary-General of the benefits derived to 
date or expected to be derived in the future from the 
implementation of the approved recommendations 
dealt with in these reports; 

(f) To ensure that the programme budget proposals, 
beginning with those for the biennium 1978-1979, reflect 
all the benefits derived from the management improvement 
efforts referred to in subparagraph (e) (ii) above; 

(g) To report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third 
sess10n on the results obtained through the application of 
the measures mentioned in paragraph 67 of his report 
(A/C.S/31/6) and the procedure set out in the present 
resolution; 

2. Requests the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions: 

(a) To draw the attention of the General Assembly to 
any situation or problem requiring its attention which may 
arise from the annual reports mentioned in paragraph I (e) 
above; 

(b) To submit its views and recommendations on the 
report of the Secretary-General referred to in para
graph I (g) above: 

3. Decides to review, at its thirty-third session, the 
question of administrative and management control of the 
United Nations, on the basis of the report of the Secretary
General referred to in paragraph I (g) above and the views 
and recommendations submitted thereon by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 14 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolutions A, B and C submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report ( A/31 /401, 
para. 22). For the final text, see resolutions 31/94 A, Band C.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/457 AND ADD. I 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31/457 

PART I 

Introduction 

[Original: English/ 
[ 18 December 1976/ 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Joint Inspection 
Unit: {a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit;( b) Question 
of the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit" and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered this item at its 29th, 31st, 
33rd to 35th, 45th, 46th, 48th and 49th meetings among 
others, from IS November to 14 December. 

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit 

3. For its consideration of part (a) of the agenda item, 
the Committee had before it the following documents: 

{a) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/1) in 
which, with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, he transmitted 
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its activities 
during the period from I July 1975 to 30 June 1976; 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/18) on 
the implementation of major recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit. 

Decision of the Committee 

4. At its 49th meeting, the Fifth Committee decided, 
without objection, to recommend to the General Assembly 
that it take note of the above-mentioned reports (see 
para. 20 below). 

Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit 

5. For its consideration of part (b) of the agenda item, 
the Committee had before it the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General (A/31/75/Add.l and 
Corr.l) on the question of the continuation of the Joint 
Inspection Unit and proposed revised terms of reference; 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/89) trans
mitting a report by the Joint Inspection Unit on the 
question of the continuation of the Unit, the annex to 
which contained recommendations for a draft statute of the 
Unit, and the addendum (A/31/89/Add.I) to the note; 

(c) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions (A/31/325) on the continuation 
of the Joint Inspection Unit, the annex to which contained 
the Advisory Committee's recommendations for a draft 
statute for the Unit; 

AnnPYP~ (XXXI) 97 



2 General Assembly - Thirty-rust Session - Annexes 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/3l/21) on 
the question of possible changes in the mandate of the 
Joint Inspection Unit which would enable it to assist in 
carrying out external evaluation. 

6. At the 29th meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee introduced that Committee's report (A/31/325) 
in an oral statement before the Fifth Committee. 

7. At the same meeting, the Chairman of the Joint 
Inspection Unit also made an oral statement. 

8. At its 34th meeting, in the course of the general 
debate, the Committee decided to entrust the represen
tative of Italy with the task of co-ordinating consultations 
with a view to formulating a common position on this 
question. 

9. At the 45th meeting, on 9 December, the represen
tative of Italy orally reported to the Committee on the 
compromise text submitted by the informal conciliatory 
working group, which was encompassed in a draft reso
lution (A/C.S/31 /L.31) to which was annexed a proposed 
draft statute for the Joint Inspection Unit. 

I 0. At the same meeting, the representative of Ghana 
introduced the draft resolution (A/C.S/3l/L.3l) on behalf 
of Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, France, Ghana, 
India and Yugoslavia. Subsequently, Kenya, Tunisia, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, the United 
States of America and Zambia joined as sponsors. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2150 (XXI) of 4 November 
1966, 2360 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2735 A (XXV) 
of 17 December 1970 and 2924 B (XXVII) of 24 
November 1972, relating to establishment, setting up and 
continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

"Having considered the views submitted by the Secre
tary-General in his capacity as Chairman of the Admin
istrative Committee on Co-ordination (A/31 /75/ Add. I 
and Corr.l ), the Economic and Social Council, I the 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination,2 the Joint 
Inspection Unit (see A/31 /89 and Add.!) and by the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31 /325) on the question of the continua
tion of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

"Taking into account the views expressed in the Fifth 
Committee: 

"1. ApproFes the statute of the Joint Inspection Unit 
as set out in the annex to the present resolution; 

"2. !nFites the organizations within the United 
Nations common system to notify the Secretary-General 
of the acceptance of the present statute as soon as 
possible and to take appropriate action for the use of the 
services of the Joint Inspection Unit. 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 3, chap. III, sect. H, and chap. VII, sect. C. 

2 Ibid., Supplement No. 38. 

·"ANNEX 

"Statute of the Joint Inspection Unit" 

[Same text as the annex to the draft resolution in paragraph 19 
below, with the exception of the following passages: 

(a) Article I. paragraph I: the paragraph read: 

"1. The General Assembly of the United Nations (hereinafter 
referred to as the General Assembly) decides that the Joint 
Inspection Unit, created on an experimental basis under General 
Assembly resolution 2150 (XXI) of 4 November 1966, and 
extended thereafter under resolutions 2735 A (XXV) and 2924 B 
(XXVII) is established on a continuing basis in accordance with 
the present statute and with effect from 1 January 1978. The 
functions, powers and responsibilities of the Joint Inspection Unit 
(hereinafter referred to as the Unit), arc defined in chapter III of 
the present statute." 

(b) Article 3, paragraph 2: the end of the paragraph read: 

"will submit the list of candidates to the General Assembly for 
election." 

(c) Article 5, paragraph 2: the beginning of the paragraph read: 

"2. They shall provide an independent and external view ... ". 

(d) Article 11, paragraph 4 (c): the paragraph read: 

"(c) Upon receipt of reports, the executive head or heads 
concerned shall take immediate action to distribute them to the 
States members of their respective organizations;". 

(e) Article 20: the article read: 

"1. TI1e budget of the Unit shall be included in the regular 
budget of the United Nations. TI1c Unit shall submit its budget 
estimates to the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination for 
initial review. The Chairman of the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination shall transmit the estimates, together with the 
comments of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, to 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions. The proposed budget, together with the reports thereon by 
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions shall then 
be submitted to the United Nations General Assembly for 
consideration and approval. When appropriate, the Unit should be 
invited to be represented at meetings when its budget estimates 
are being discus~cd. 

"2. TI1e budget of the Unit shall be shared by the participating 
organizations as agreed by them."] 

11. The financial implications of article 2 of the draft 
statute annexed to the draft resolution, which would 
increase by three the number of inspectors of the Joint 
Inspection Unit, were submitted by the Secretary-General 
(A/C.S/31 /78). 

12. At the 46th meeting, the representatives of the 
World Health Organization and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations made oral statements 
with respect to draft resolution A/C.S /31 /L.3l. 

13. At its 48th meeting, the Committee had before it 
the following amendments to the text of the draft statute 
for the Joint Inspection Unit set out in the annex to draft 
resolution A/C.5/31/L31: 

(a) The Philippines proposed (A/C.S/31 /L.32) that, in 
article 11, paragraph 4 (c), the words ", with or without 
their comments," be inserted between the words "them" 
and "to". 
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(b) The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed the 
following amendments (A/C.5/3I/L.33): 

(i) In article I, paragraph 1, the deletion of the words 
"on a continuing basis"; 

(ii) In article 2, paragraph 1, the substitution of the 
word "eight" for the word "eleven"; 

(iii) In article 5, paragraph 2, the deletion of the words 
"and external". 

I4. On behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution, 
the representative of Ghana accepted the amendment 
proposed by the Philippines (A/C.5/3I/L.32) and the first 
and third amendments, with a slight editorial change, 
proposed by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(A/C.5/31/L.33). The Soviet Union, in a spirit of compro
mise, did not insist on retaining the second amendment. 

15. In the course of the discussion of the draft statute 
annexed to draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.3I, the sponsors 
accepted the following amendments orally suggested by the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee: 

(a) In the second preambular paragraph of the draft 
resolution, the deletion of the word "by" before the words 
"the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions" and its replacement by the words "the com
ments and recommendations of'; 

(b) In operative paragraph 2, the deletion of the word 
"common" before the word "system"; 

(c) In article 3, paragraph 2, the replacement of the word 
"election" by the word "appointment"; 

(d) In article 20, paragraph I, before the words "Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions", the insertion of the words "recommendations of 
the"; 

(e) In article 20, paragraph 2, the replacement of the 
word "budget" by the word "expenditures". 

16. At its 49th meeting, after a debate on the text of 
article 20 of the draft statute annexed to draft resolutiqn 
A/C.5/31/L.3I, the Committee agreed to substitute the 
following compromise text for paragraph I of the article: 

[Same text as the corresponding article in the draft 
resolution in paragraph 19 below/ 

Decision of the Committee 

I7. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.5/31/L.31, as amended, by consensus (see 
para. 19 below). 

* * * 

18. The comments made and reservations expressed 
during the debate on the question of the continuation of 
the Joint Inspection Unit are reflected in the summary 
records of the Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.29, 31,33-35,45, 
46, 48 and 49). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

19. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Statute of the Joint Inspection Unit 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 2150 (XXI) of 4 November 
1966, 2360 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2735 A (XXV) 
of 17 December 1970 and 2924 B (XXVII) of 24 Novem
ber 1972, relating to the establishment, setting up and 
continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

Having considered the views submitted by the Secretary
General in his capacity as Chairman of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination (A/31/75/Add.1 and Corr.I), 
the Economic and Social Council,3 the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination,4 and the Joint Inspection 
Unit (see A/31/89 and Add.1), and the comments and 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions {A/31/325) on the 
question of the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit, 

Taking into account the views expressed in the Fifth 
Committee, 

l. Approves the statute of the Joint Inspection Unit as 
set out in the annex to the present resolution; 

2. Invites the organizations within the United Nations 
system to notify the Secretary-General of the acceptance of 
the present statute as soon as possible and to take 
appropriate action for the use of the services of the Joint 
Inspection Unit. 

ANNEX 

Statute of the Joint Inspection Unit 

CHAPTER I. ESTABLISHMENT 

Article 1 

I. The General Assembly of the United Nations (hereinafter 
referred to as the General Assembly) decides that the Joint 
Inspection Unit, created on an experimental basis under General 
Assembly resolution 2150 (XXI) of 4 November 1966 and ex tended 
thereafter under Assembly resolutions 2735 A (XXV) of 17 
December 1970 and 2924 B (XXVII) of 24 November 1972, be 
established in accordance with the present statute and with effect 
from l January 1978. The functions, powers and responsibilities of 
the Joint Inspection Unit (hereinafter referred to as the Unit) are 
defined in chapter III of the present statute. 

2. The Unit shall perform its functions in respect of and shall be 
responsible to the General Assembly and similarly to the competent 
legislative organs of those specialized agencies and other interna
tional organizations within the United Nations system which accept 
the present statute (all of which shall hereinafter be referred to as 
the organizations). The Unit shall be a subsidiary organ of the 
legislative bodies of the organizations. 

3. Acceptance of the statute by an organization shall be notified 
in writing by its executive head to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations (hereinafter referred to as the Secretary-General). 

3[bid., Supplement No.3 (A/31/3), chap. III, sect. H, and 
chap. VII, sect. C. 

4 Ibid., Supplement No. 38. 
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CHAPTER IL COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT 

Article 2 

1. The Unit shall consist of not more than eleven Inspectors, 
chosen from among members of national supervision or inspection 
bodies, or from among persons of a similar competence on the basis 
of their special experience in national or international administrative 
and financial matters, including management questions. Tfle lnspe~ 
tors shall serve in their personal capacity. 

2. No two Inspectors shall be nationals of the same State. 

Article 3 

1. Starting from the thirty•second session of the General As
sembly, in 1977, the President of the General Assembly shall 
consult with Member States to draw up, with due regard to the 
principle of equitable geographical distribution and of reasonable 
rotation, a list of countries which would be requested to propose 
candidates who meet the qualifications mentioned in article 2, 
paragraph l, above. . 

2. The President of the General Assembly, through appropriate 
consultations, including consultations with the President of the 
Economic and Social Council and with the 0\alrman of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, shall review the 
qualifications of the proposed candidates. After further consulta
tions, if necessary, with the States concerned, the President of the 
General Assembly will submit the list of candidates to the Assembly 
for appointment. 

3. The provisions contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the present 
article shall govern the procedure for the replacement of the 
Inspectors who.<~e terms of office have expired or who have resigned 
or otherwise ceased to be members of the Unit. 

Article 4 

1. The duration of the appointments of the Inspectors shall be 
live years, renewable for one further term. In order to ensure 
continuity in the membership of the Unit, six of the Inspectors 
appointed from 1 January 1978 shall serve for a full term; the terms 
of the others shall expire at the end of three years. 

2. An Inspector appointed to replace one whose term of office 
has not expired shall hold office for the remainder of that term, 
provided it is not less than three years. Otherwise the duration of 
the appointment will be for a full term. 

3. An Inspector may resign on giving six months' notice to the 
0\airman of the Unit. 

4. The term of office of an Inspector shall be terminated only if, 
in the unanimous opinion of all the other Inspectors, he has ceased 
to discharge his duties in a manner consistent with the provisions of 
the present statute and after that conclusion is confirmed by the 
General Assembly. 

S. The 0\airman of the Unit shall notify the Secretary-General 
of any vacancy for the necessary administrative action. Such 
notification shall make the place vacant. 

CHAPTER IlL FUNCTIONS, POWERS AND 
RESPONSIBILmES 

Article 5 

1. The lnspecton shall have the broadest powers of investigation 
in all matters having a bearing on the efficiency of the services and 
the proper usc of funds. 

2. They shaD provide an independent view through inspection 
and evaluation aimed at improving management and methods and at 
achieving greater co-ordination between organizations. 

3. The Unit shall satisfy itself that the activities undertaken by 
the organizations are carried out in the most economical manner 
and that the optimum use is made of resources available for carrying 
out these activities. 

4. Without prejudice to the principle that external evaluation 
remains the responsibility of appropriate intergovernmental bodies, 
the Unit, with due regard to its other responsibilities, may assist 
them in carrying out their responsibilities for external evaluation of 
programmes and activities. On its own initiative or at the request of 
the executive heads, the Unit may also advise organizations on their 
methods for internal evaluation, periodically assess these methods 
and make od hoc evaluations of programmes and activities. 

S. The Inspectors may propose reforms or make recommen
dations they deem necessary to the competent organs of the 
organizations. They shall not, however, have the power of decision, 
nor shall they interfere in the operations of the services they 
inspect. 

Article 6 

1. Acting singly or in small groups, the Inspectors shall make 
on-th~spot inquiries and investigations, some of which may be 
without prior notification, as and when they themselves may decide, 
in any of the services of the organizations. 

2. The Inspectors shall be accorded full co-operation by the 
organizations at all levels, including access to any particular 
information or document relevant to their work. 

3. The Inspectors shall be bound by professional secrecy as 
regards aU confidential information they receive. 

Article 7 

The Inspectors shall discharge their duties in full independence 
and in the sole interest of the organizations. 

Article 8 

The Unit s)lalt determine standards and procedures for the 
conduct of inquiries and investigations. 

CHAPTER IV. MODE OF OPERATION 

Article 9 

L The Unit shalt be responsible for preparing its annual 
programme of work. In doing so, it shalt take into account, besides 
its own observations, experience and assessment of priorities as 
regards subjects for inspection, any requests of the competent 
organs of the organizations and suggestions received rrom the 
executive heads of the organizations and the bodies of the United 
Nations system concerned with budgetary control, investigation, 
co-ordination and evaluation. 

2. A copy of the programme of work, as approved by the Unit, 
shall be sent to the Secretary-General and, for information purposes, 
to the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions. The Secretary-General shall arrange for its issue as a 
document of the United Nations and for its transmission to the 
executive heads of the organizations and to the bodies of the United 
Nations system concerned with budgetary control, investigation, 
co-ordination and evaluation. 

Article 10 

1. The Unit shalt submit an annual report on its activities to the 
General Assembly and to the competent organs of the other 
organizations. 

2. Annual report~ by organizations to the Economic and Social 
Council shalt include information on the work of the Unit as it 
relates to the respective organizations. 

Article 11 

1. The Unit may issue reports, notes and confidential letters. 

2. The Inspectors shalt draw up, over their own signature, reports 
for which they are responsible and in which they shall state their 
findings and propose solutions to the problems they have noted. 
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The reports shall be finalized after consultation among the 
Inspectors so as to test recommendations being made against the 
collective wisdom of the Unit. 

3. Reports of the Unit shall contain a summary of the main 
conclusions and/or recommendations. 

4. The procedure for handling and processing reports shall be as 
follows: 

(a) The Unit shall submit the original version to the executive 
heads of the organizations concerned; 

(b) Translation of reports of concern to more than one organi
zation shall be arranged by the Unit; reports of concern to only one 
organization shall be translated by that organization; 

(c) Upon receipt of reports, the executive head or heads 
concerned shall take immediate action to distribute them, with or 
without their comments, to the States members of their respective 
organizations; 

(d) When a report concerns only one organization, the report and 
comments thereon of the executive head shall be transmitted to the 
competent organ of that organization not later than three months 
after receipt of the report for consideration at the next meeting of 
the competent organ. In the case of the United Nations, the Unit 
shall, when possible, indicate to which organs of the United Nations 
a report is of essential concern and the Secretary-General shall take 
this into account when distributing it. The Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions shall receive all reports for 
information. As it deems appropriate, the Advisory Committee may 
choose to issue comments and observations on any of the reports 
which fall within its competence; 

(e) When a report concerns more than one organization, the 
respective executive heads shall, normally within the framework of 
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, consult with one 
another and, to the extent possible, co-ordinate their comments. 
The report, together with the joint comments and any comments of 
the respective executive heads on matters that concern their 
particular organizations, shall be ready for submission to the 
competent organs of the organizations not later than six months 
after receipt of the Unit's report for consideration at the next 
meeting of the competent organs concerned. Should, in exceptional 
cases, more than six months be required for consultations, with the 
result that comments would not be ready for submission to 
competent organs at the next meeting following the six-month 
period, an interim submission shall be made to the competent 
organs concerned explaining the reasons for the delay and setting a 
firm date for the submission of the definitive comments; 

(f) The executive heads of the organizations concerned shall 
inform the Unit of all decisions taken by competent organs of their 
organizations on reports of the Unit. 

5. Notes and confidential letters shall be submitted to executive 
heads for use by them as they may decide. 

Article 12 

Executive heads of organizations shall ensure that recommen
dations of the Unit approved by their respective competent organs 
are implemented as expeditiously as possible. Such implementation 
may be subject to verification by the competent organs of the 
organiza !ions, which may also request the Unit to issue follow-up 
reports. The Unit may also prepare such reports on its own 
initiative. 

CHAPTER V. CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 

Article 13 

For the purpose of the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations,s the Inspectors shall have the 
status of officials of the United Nations. They shall not be 
considered to be staff members. 

5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. I, No. 4, p. 15. 

Article 14 

1. The Inspectors shall receive the salary and allowances payable 
to United Nations staff members at the Director (D-2) level, step IV. 

2. Compensatory and insurance arrangements for the Inspectors 
shall be equivalent to those of a United Nations staff member at the 
D-2 level, including provision for: 

(a) Compensation under the terms of appendi:-. D to the United 
Nations Staff Rules for service-attributable death, injury or illness; 

(b) Compensation for death or disability while in office, or in 
receipt of disability benefits, comparable to the benefits payable in 
respect of participants in the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund under provisions for disability benefit, widow's benefit, 
widower's benefit, child's benefit and secondary dependant's benefit 
of the Regulations of the Fund; 

(c) Participation in health insurance arrangements of the United 
Nations on the same basis as staff at the D-2 level. 

3. The Inspectors >hall be entitled to such post-retirement 
benefits as may be determined by the General Assembly. 

4. The Inspectors and their dependants shall be provided with 
the same standards of accommodation for all travel on official 
business (including appointment, home leave and repatriation) as 
staff members of the United Nations at the D-2 level. 

5. Each Inspector shall be entitled to annual, sick and home leave 
on the same basis as staff members of the United Nations holding 
fixed-term appointments of the same duration as the Inspector. 

Article 15 

The Inspectors shall not accept other employment during their 
term of office; nor shall an Inspector be appointed or serve as an 
official or consultant of an organization while in office as an 
Inspector or within three years of ceasing to be a member of the 
Unit. 

CHAPTFR VI. ADMINISTRATIVE, BUDGETARY AND 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Article 16 

The Unit shall be located at Geneva. 

Article 17 

The Secretary-General shall provide such office and related 
facilities and administrative support as the Unit may require. 

Article 18 

The Unit shall elect each year from among the Inspectors a 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The Chairman shall play a co
ordinating role in respect of the Unit's programme of work for the 
year. The Chairman shall be the formal channel of communication 
with the competent bodies and the executive heads of the 
organizations. He shall represent the Unit, as necessary, at meetings 
of the organizations and perform on the Unit's behalf such other 
functions as it may decide. 

Article 19 

I. The Unit shall be assisted by an Executive Secretary and by 
such staff as may be authorized in accordance with article 20 of the 
present statute. 

2. The staff, selected in accordance with Article 101, para
graph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations, shall be appointed by 
the Secretary-General after consultation with the Unit and, as 
regards the appointment of the Executive Secretary, after consul
tation with the Unit and the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination. The staff of the secretariat of the Unit shall be staff 
members of the United Nations and the Staff Regulations and Rules 
of the United Nations shall apply to them. 
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Article 20 

I. The budget of the Unit shall be included in the regular budget 
of the United Nations. The budget estimates shall be established by 
the Secretary-General after consultation with the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination on the basis of proposals made by the 
Unit. The budget estimates shall be submitted to the General 
Assembly together with the report thereon by the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination, and with the comments and recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions. The Unit shall be invited to be represented at 
meetings when its budget estimates are being discussed. 

2. The expenditures of the Unit shall be shared by the 
participating organizations as agreed by them. 

CHAPTER VII. OTHER ARRANGEMENTS 

Article 21 

The present statute may be amended by the General Assembly. 
Amendments shall be subject to the same acceptance procedure as 
the present statute. 

Article 22 

An organization may not withdraw its acceptance of the statute 
unless it has given to the Secretary-General two years' notice of its 
intention to do so. The Secretary-General shall bring any such 
notice to the attention of the General Assembly and, through the 
executive heads concerned, to that of the competent organs of the 
other organizations. 

20. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

"The General Assembly takes note of the report of the 
Joint Inspection Unit on its activities during the period 
from 1 July 1975 to 30 June 1976 (A/C.5/31/1) and of 
the report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of major recommendations of the Unit 
(A/C.5/31/l8)." 

DOCUMENT A/31/457/ADD.1 

PART II 

[Original: English/ 
[21 December 1976/ 

Pension coverage for members of the Joint Inspection Unit 

1. At its 53rd meeting, on 16 December 1976, the 
Committee considered the question of pension coverage for 
members of the Joint Inspection Unit. It had before it the 
following documents: 

(a) Reports of the Secretary-General on the question of 
pension coverage for members of the Joint Inspection Unit 
(A/C.S/16976 and A/C.5/31/30); 

(b) Related report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (A/31/417); 

(c) Draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.42) based on the rec
ommendations of the Advisory Committee as set out in 
paragraphs 8 and 9 of its report. 

6 Document of the thirtieth session. 

2. In paragraph 8 of its report, the Advisory Committee 
recommended that provision for a post-retirement benefit 
should be included in th~ terms of employment of 
Inspectors who would be appointed after 1 January 1978. 

3. In paragraph 9, the Advisory Committee recom
mended that a modified version of the arrangements 
referred to in paragraph 2 above be applied to the 
Inspectors currently serving and to any Inspector whose 
contract would expire on 31 December 1977. 

4. Draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.42 read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution A in paragraph 24 below.j 

5. The representative of Japan orally proposed the 
deletion of "and 9" in the operative paragraph of the draft 
resolution. 

Decisions of the Committee 

6. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee rejected 
the amendment proposed by Japan by 21 votes to 19, with 
30 abstentions. 

7. The Committee then adopted draft re~olution A/C .5/ 
31/L.42 by 59 votes to 12, with 6 abstentions (see para. 24 
below, draft resolution A). 

8. As a result of the adoption of the draft resolution, it 
was announced that an additional appropriation of 
$164,000 under section 22A would be included in the 
revised estimates for the biennium 197 6-1977, reflecting 
the share of the United Nations, which was 42.6 per cent of 
the total cost of the financial implications estimated at 
$321,000 in paragraph 10 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee (A/C.S/31/417). 

Report on some aspects of the strike at the United Nations 
Office at Geneva from 25 February to 3 March 1976 

9. At its 56th and 60th meetings, on 19 and 21 
December 1976, the Committee considered the report of 
the Joint Inspection Unit on some aspects of the strike at 
the United Nations Office at Geneva from 25 February to 
3 March 1976; it had before it the following documents: 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/137) trans
mitting, with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee, 
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit; 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/137/Add.l) 
transmitting the joint comments of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination on the report of the Unit; 

(c) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/137/Add.2) 
containing his comments on recommendations 3 and 4 in 
the report of the Unit; 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/47) on the 
administrative and financial implications of the implemen
tation of proposals by the Secretary-General for the 
establishment of classification systems for posts in the 
Professional category in the Secretariat and for General 
Service posts at Geneva; 
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(e) Report of the Advisory Committee (A/31 /8/Add.20) 
containing its comments and recommendations on the 
above-mentioned documents. 

10. At the 56th meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee introduced the Committee's report (A/31/8/ 
Add.20) in an oral statement before the Fifth Committee. 

11. At the same meeting, the representative of Canada 
introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.36/Rev.I) on 
behalf of Algeria, Canada, Costa Rica, Nigeria and Pakistan, 
the text of which read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [same text as the preamble in section I of draft 
resolution B in paragraph 24 below with the exception of 
the fourth paragraph the beginning of which read: 

"Further noting the decision by the International Civil 
Service Commission ... "], 

"1. Welcomes the decision of the International Civil 
Service Commission to advance the assumption of the 
functions provided for it under article 12.1 of its statute; 

" ... [text of paragraph 2 identical with that of 
paragraph 1 of section I of draft resolution Bin paragraph 
24 below]; 

"3. Urges the International Civil Service Commission 
in carrying out these tasks to take into account all aspects 
of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the strike at 
the United Nations Office at Geneva from 25 February to 
3 March 1976 and the comments as to it received from 
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the 
Secretary-General (A/31 /137 and Add.1 and Add.2) and 
invites its comments; 

" ... [text of paragraphs 4 to 7 identical with that of 
paragraphs 4 and 6 to 8 of section I of draft resolution B 
in paragraph 24 below f." 

12. The representative of Japan introduced an amend
ment (A/C.S/31/L.52) to draft resolution A/C.S/31/ 
L.36/Rev.l which called for the addition of an operative 
paragraph, the text of which read as follows: 

[Same text as section II of draft resolution Bin paragraph 
24 below.] 

In proposing it, the representative of Japan stated that· 
the amendment should be considered as section II of the 
draft resolution and that it was intended that it apply to 
Geneva as well as elsewhere and to the Professional 
category of staff as well as the General Service category. 

13. The representative of Belgium orally proposed that, 
in operative paragraph 6 of draft resolution A/C.S/31/ 
L.36/Rev.1, the words "and making any upward interim 
salary adjustments appropriate for General Service category 
employees as of 1 January 1977" be deleted. Belgium 
subsequently submitted another draft amendment (see 
para. I 8 below). 

I 4. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics submitted the following amendments (A/C.S/ 
3I/L.54) to draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.36/Rev.l: 

(a) The insertion, in operative paragraph 3, of the words 
"and especially paragraph 29" after the words "all aspects". 

(b) The insertion of a new operative paragraph 6 worded 
as follows: 

"6. Decides that all financial implications of a decision 
to raise salaries in Geneva should be covered by savings in 
the implementation of the United Nations budget for 
1976-1977, including a possible reduction in General 
Service posts in Geneva;" 

and the renumbering of subsequent paragraphs accordingly. 

I 5. The representative of Trinidad and Tobago sub
mitted an amendment (A/C.S/31 /L.56) to draft resolution 
A/C.S/3I/L.36/Rev.I, proposing the insertion of a new 
paragraph 3; the sponsors subsequently accepted the 
amendment, which read as follows: 

[Same text as paragraph 2 of draft resolution B in 
paragraph 24 below.] 

I 6. At the 60th meeting, the representative of Canada 
introduced a revised version (A/C.S/3 I /L.36/Rev.2) of the 
draft resolution; he announced that the sponsors had 
reflected in the revision the amendment proposed by Japan 
(A/C.S/31 /L.52). It also reflected the two amendments 
proposed by the Soviet Union except that the last phrase in 
the second amendment, referring to paragraph 6, had been 
amended to read "including reductions in General Service 
posts, and requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on such 
reductions as may have been made". 

17. The representative of Canada stated that it was the 
understanding of the sponsors of the draft resolution that 
savings would be made from the existing 1976-I 977 
appropriations and that the Secretariat would request no 
additional funds to cover General Service increases resulting 
from the implementation of the provisions of draft reso
lution A/C.S/31/L.36/Rev.2 or from previous increases 
granted during the course of the year. 

I 8. The sponsors could not accept the amendment 
proposed by Belgium (A/C.S/3 I /L.61) to draft resolution 
A/C.5/31/L.36/Rev.2, calling for the replacement of the 
beginning of paragraph 8-corresponding to paragraph 7 of 
draft resolution B in paragraph 24 below-up to the words 
"as of 1 January 1977", with the following: 

"8. Urges the Secretary-General to suspend the 
upward interim salary adjustment for General Service 
category employees envisaged for 1 January 1977 until 
the General Assembly, at its thirty-second session, has 
been able to appreciate the need for it in the light of the 
report of the International Civil Service Commission, and, 
in general, to refrain ... ". 

I9. The Belgian amendment (A/C.S/31/L.6I) was re
jected by a recorded vote of 42 to 23, with 29 abstentions. 
The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Belgium, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
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Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Hungary, Japan, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, 
Grenada, Guatemala, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Kenya, 
Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, 
Burma, Burundi, Chad, China, Congo, Denmark, France, 
Greece, Guyana, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Kuwait, Liberia, Oman, Portugal, Senegal, Spain, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab Emirates, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zaire. 

20. The sponsors then accepted the following oral 
amendments to draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.36/Rev.2 pro
posed by Ghana: 

(a) The addition, in the fourth preambular paragraph, of 
the words "with satisfaction" after the words "Further 
noting"; 

(b) The deletion of operative paragraph 1 ~which was the 
same as operative paragraph 1 of the original draft reso
lution (see para. 11 above)~and renumbering of the re
maining paragraphs. 

Decisions of the Committee 

21. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on draft 
resolution A/C .5/31/L.36/Rev.2, as amended. It adopted 
section I of the draft resolution by 91 votes to none, with 
2 abstentions, section II by 77 votes to none, with 16 
abstentions, and the draft resolution as a whole by 89 votes 
to none, with 2 abstentions (see para. 24 below, draft 
resolution B). A recorded vote was taken; the voting was as 
follows: 

(a) Section I 

In farour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Grenada, Guate
mala, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 

Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States of America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Vene
zuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Benin, Gabon. 

(b) Section II 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Re
public, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sudan, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, 
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Benin, Burundi, China, France, Gabon, 
Liberia, Malaysia, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, Sri 
Lanka, Sweden, Togo, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia. 

(c) Draft resolution as a whole: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Germa11y, Federal Republic of, Greece, Grenada, Guate
mala, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, 
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Por
tugal, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of 
America, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 
Zaire. 

Against: None. 

Abstaining: Benin, Gabon. 
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22. The Committee then approved, by 70 votes to I 0, 
with 5 abstentions, additional appropriations of $269,000 
under section 22 of the programme budget for the 
biennium 1976-1977 and a further amount of $55,000 
under section 25 (Staff assessment), offset by the same 
amount under income section l. 

* * * 
23. An account of the Committee's consideration of the 

above questions and explanations of vote, is reflected in the 
summary records of the Committee (A/C.S/3l/SR.53, 56 
and 60). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

24. The Fifth Committee recc.mmends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

JOINT INSPECTION UNIT 

A 

Pension coverage for members of the Joint Inspection Unit 

The General Assembly. 

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on 
the question of pension coverage for members of the Joint 
Inspection Unit (A/C.S/1697, A/C.S/31/30), the obser
vations of the Unit thereon (A/31/89/Add.l, annex), the 
relevant paragraphs of the report of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board' and the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31/417), 

Approves the recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions con
tained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of its report. 

B 

Salaries and conditions of service for members of the 
Secretariat 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Joint Inspection Unit 
on some aspects of the strike at the United Nations Office 
at Geneva from 25 February to 3 March 1976 (see 
A/31/137), the joint comments of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination (A/31/137/Add.l, annex), 
and the comments of the Secretary-General (A/31/137/ 
Add.2) on recommendations 3 and 4 in the report of the 
Joint Inspection Unit, 

Convinced of the need to re-examine the methodology 
for salary surveys and the system of job classification of the 
General Service category at Geneva, 

Noting the requests of the World Health Organization and 
the International Labour Office to the International Civil 

7 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 9, paras. 89-91. 

Service Commission to assume as soon as possible the 
functions described in paragraph I of article 12 of its 
statute,s particularly with respect to the salary scales of the 
staff in the General Service category at Geneva, 

Further noting with satisfaction the decision by the 
International Civil Service Commission to advance the 
assumption of its functions under article 12, paragraph I, 
of its statute in response to these requests,9 

Recognizing the importance of maintaining harmony with 
the agencies and organizations located at Geneva in the 
management of personnel services, 

Observing that the degree of responsibility and authority 
delegated by the Secretary-General to the United Nations 
Office at Geneva should be sufficient to ensure the 
satisfactory management of personnel services and conduct 
of staff relations in that Office in accordance with the Staff 
Regulations and Staff Rules of the United Nations, 

I. Requests the International Civil Service Commission, 
as a matter of urgency, to establish, under the authority of 
article II (a) of its statute, the methods by which the 
principles for determining conditions of service in the 
General Service category at Geneva should be applied and, 
on the basis of such methodology and under the authority 
of article 12, paragraph I, of its statute, to have a survey 
made of local employment conditions at Geneva, to make 
recommendations as to the salary scales deemed appro
priate in the circumstances and to inform the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session of the actions taken in 
this regard; 

2. Further requests the International Civil Service Com
mission, in its examination of conditions of service of the 
General Service category at Geneva, to examine the basis on 
which recent substantial salary adjustments of staff in that 
category were determined and to take them fully into 
account in its consideration of the salaries of that category 
of staff and the methodology for future salary adjustments, 
in so far as they affect General Service staff at Geneva; 

3. Urges the International Civil Service Commission, in 
carrying out these tasks, to take into account all aspects, 
especially paragraph 29 of the report of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit on some aspects of the strike at the United 
Nations Office at Geneva from 25 February to 3 March 
1976, the joint comments on the report received from the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the com
ments of the Secretary-General on recommendations 3 and 
4 of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit and invites its 
comments; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Inter
national Civil Service Commission in the first half of 1977 
with job descriptions for the General Service category at 
Geneva, grouped according to common job functions, in 
order to enable the Commission to carry out its survey task; 

5. Decides that all financial implications of a decision to 
raise salaries at Geneva should be covered by savings in the 

8 General Assembly resolution 3357 (XXIX), annex. 
9 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first 

Session, Supplement No. 30, para. 337. 



10 General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

implementation of the United Nations budget for 
1976-1977, including reductions in General Service posts, 
and requests the Secretary-General to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on such reductions as 
may have been made; 

entering into any further commitments as to emoluments 
of General Service category employees at Geneva until the 
report and recommendations of the International Civil 
Service Commission requested in paragraph 3 above have 
been submitted; 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to develop, in 
the course of 1977, job classification standards for the 
General Service category at Geneva and, based upon them, 
to introduce a job classification system, including a 
structure of occupational groups and a classification of 
posts; 

8. Reaffirms its expectation that the Secretary-General 
will fully exercise his authority to ensure the effective and 
efficient implementation of administrative instructions con
cerning the delegation of responsibility and commensurate 
authority to the Office of the United Nations at Geneva; 

II 
7. Urges the Secretary-General, after completing the 

current review of relevant factors and making any upward 
interim salary adjustments appropriate for General Service 
category employees as at I January 1977, to refrain from 
making any further upward interim adjustments and from 

Decides that no salary shall be paid to staff members in 
respect of periods of unauthorized absence from work 
unless such absence was caused by reasons beyond their 
control or duly certified medical reasons. 

Document No. 

A/31 /8/ Add. 20 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in part I (A/31 /457, para. 19) of 
its report and draft resolutions A and B submitted in part II (A/31 /457 I Add .I, para. 24). 
For the final text, see resolutions 31/192 and 31/193 A and 8.1 o 

At the same meeting, the General Assembly also adopted the draft decision submitted 
by the Fifth Committee in part I (A/31/457, para. 20) of its report (see decision 
31/42410). 

I 0 Ibid, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/444 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Pattern of con
ferences: report of the Committee on Conferences" and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 36th to 
39th, 44th and 45th meetings, between 24 November and 
9 December 1976. Comments made by delegations in the 
course of the discussion on this item are reflected in the 
relevant summary records (A/C.5/31/SR.36-39, 44 and 45). 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had 
before it the report of the Committee on Conferences 
(A/31/32) and chapter VIII, section G, of the report of the 
Economic and Social Council (A/31/3). 

4. At its 36th meeting, the Chairman of the Committee 
on Conferences introduced its report and called attention 
to the recommendations and the draft resolution contained 
in paragraph 118. 

5. At the 38th meeting, the representative of MeXIco 
stated that his delegation would not endorse the draft 
resolution unless paragraph 6 (f) of section I were amended 
by the addition of the words "following consultation with 
and acceptance by the bodies concerned". After explana
tions by the Chairman of the Committee, however, the 
amendment was not pressed to a vote. 

fi. At the 39th meeting, the representative of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics submitted an oral amend
ment to the draft resolution contained in the report, callinf, 

[Original: English} 
[ 16 December 1976} 

for the addition of a new subparagraph at the end of 
paragraph 4, reading as follows: 

"(h) The sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space shall be 
held alternately in New York and Geneva". 

At the 45th meeting, the amendment was withdrawn 
following a suggestion that the question should be referred 
to the Committee on Conferences for further consideration. 

7. Also at its 45th meeting, the Committee approved, by 
consensus, the recommendations contained in paragraph 
118 of the report of the Committee on Conferences, 
including the draft resolution (see para. 8 below), on the 
understanding that the proposed calendar of conferences 
and meetings for 1977 would be adjusted to reflect those 
changes and additions that had been, or would be, 
considered separately during the current session, as well as 
certain other changes of a relatively minor nature that did 
not entail financial implications. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

8. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Pattern of conferences 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 December 
1957, 1851 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIII) of 

A ......................... IVVVT\ no 
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17 December 1963, 2116(XX) of 21 December 1965, 
2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2361 (XXII) of 19 
December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968, 
2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 2693 (XXV) of 11 
December 1970, 2834 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 
2960 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3351 (XXIX) of 18 
December 1974 and 3491 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee on 
Conferences established by General Assembly resolution 
3351 (XXIX) (A/31/32); 

2. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and 
meetings for 1977 set forth in annex I to the report; 

3. Takes note of the tentative calendar for 1978 set 
forth in annex II to the report;! 

4. Reaffirms the general principle that, in drawing up 
the schedule of conferences and meetings, United Nations 
bodies shall plan to meet at their respective established 
headquarters, with the following exceptions: 

(a) The Governing Council of the United Nations De
velopment Programme may, in accordance with its rules of 
procedure, hold one of its sessions at the United Nations 
Office at Geneva; 

(b) The sessions of the International Law Commission 
shall be held at Geneva; 

(c) The sessions of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law may be held, subject to the 
provision in section II, paragraph 6, of General Assembly 
resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, alternately 
at Headquarters in New York and at Geneva; 

(d) The regular summer session of the Economic and 
Social Council may be held at Geneva provided that the 
closing date falls_ at least six weeks before the opening of 
the regular session of the General Assembly; 

(e) The functional commissions of the Economic and 
Social Council, other than the Commission on Human 
Rights and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, shall meet 
at their established headquarters unless a more rational 
pattern of the work programme can be achieved by holding 
their sessions at Geneva, that decision being without 
prejudice to any subsequent decision to hold them at 
Vienna; 

(f) The regular sessions of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the Economic 
Commission for Latin America, the Economic Commission 
for Africa and the Economic Commission for Western Asia, 
as well as meetings of their subsidiary bodies, may be held 
away from their headquarters when the commission con
cerned so decides, subject, in the case of regular sessions of 
the commissions, to the approval of the Economic and 
Social Council and of the General Assembly; 

1 In accordance with its resolution 3491 (XXX), the General 
Assembly will have before it at its thirty-second session for approval 
the draft calenqars for 1978 and 1979 corresponding to the 
programme budget. 

(g) The International Civil Service Commission shall hold 
its regular annual session at Headquarters and, if more than 
one session is required in any one year, it may accept an 
invitation from one of its participating organizations to 
hold its other session or sessions at the headquarters of that 
participating organization; 

5. Decides that United Nations bodies may hold sessions 
away from their established headquarters when a Govern
ment issuing an invitation for a session to be held within its 
territory has agreed to defray, after consultation with the 
Secretary-General as to their nature and possible extent, the 
actual additional cost directly or indirectly involved; 

6. Requests the Committee on Conferences and the 
Secretary-General to take account of the following prin
ciples in drawing up the draft calendar of conferences and 
meetings: 

(a) The biennial calendar of conferences and meetings 
approved by the General Assembly shall govern the 
meetings programme during the period concerned; 

(b) All United Nations meetings shall be carried out 
within the resources allocated by the General Assembly for 
that purpose; 

(c) Between sessions of the General Assembly, departures 
from the calendar may, in special or unusual circumstances, 
be approved by the Committee on Conferences, provided 
that changes affecting a subsequent year of the biennium 
shall be approved by the Assembly; 

(d) Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly shall not, 
without the approval of the Assembly, create new standing 
bodies or ad hoc sessional or intersessional bodies that 
require additional resources, and other principal organs of 
the United Nations should make similar decisions with 
regard to their respective subsidiary bodies, if they have not 
already done so; 

(e) An adequate interval of time, to be determined by 
the body concerned, shall be allowed between sessions of 
the same bodies to permit Member States to derive 
maximum benefit from the activities and to provide 
sufficient time for the preparation of future activities; 

(f) United Nations bodies shall meet at their respective 
established headquarters, subject to the exceptions to this 
principle approved by the General Assembly; 

II 

1. Takes note of the action taken by its subsidiary 
organs and by the Secretariat to apply the criteria estab
lished by General Assembly resolution 3415 (XXX) of 
8 December 1975 and urges all bodies to continue their 
efforts to rationalize their meeting records; 

2. Reiterates its appeal to subsidiary bodies to consider 
the application to their subsidiary bodies of criterion 6, 
according to which such bodies should cease to be provided 
with meeting records of any kind;2 

2 See A/INF/31/2 and Corr.l. 
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3. Reaffirms that the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination and the International Law Com
mission should continue to receive records in both provi
sional and final form; 

resolution calling for the establishment of a new body, 
which conference services are to be provided; 

5. Reaffirms its decisionJ that statements may be 
reproduced in extenso only if they serve as bases for 
discussion and after statements of financial implications 
have been presented to the bodies requesting them. 4. Requests the Secretary-General to specify, in the 

statement of financial implications accompanying a draft 3 General Asse_91bly resolution 2292 (XXII), annex, para. (b). 

Document No. 

A/31/3 

A/31/32 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 03rd plenary meeting, on 17 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/444, para. 8). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/140.4 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Litho In United Natio111, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 



United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY • 

Agenda item 99 

ANNEXES 

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION 

Official Records NEW YORK, 1976 

Agenda item 99:* United Nations accommodation: 
(a) Utilization of office accommodation in the United Nations system; 
(b) Utilization of offJCe accommodation and conference fadlities at the DoniiUpark centre in Vienna:** report of 

the Secretary-General 

CONTENTS 

Document No. 

A/31/450 and Add. I 
and 2 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Title Page 

Action taken by the General Assembly .....................•................. , ......• , , , , •.... , , • . . • . 6 

Check list or documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • • . . . • . • • • 6 

* For the discussion of the item, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thvt.v·Fvst Session, Fifth Committee, 36th, 38th, 44th, 
55th, 58th and 61 st meetings, and ibid., Fifth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 1 07th meeting. 

**This question was previously discussed by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session (sec agenda item 100). 

A bbreviotions 

IAEA 
UNIDO 

International Atomic Energy Agency 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
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Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31/450 

PART I 

[Original: English/ 
[ 16 Dec:ember 1976/ 

1. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, in 
the course of its consideration of the item on the proposed 
programme budget, requested the Joint Inspection Unit to 
study the question of the utilization of offici' accom
modation within the United Nations system and to submit 
its recommendations to the Assembly at its thirtieth 
session.• At its thirtieth session, the General Assembly had 
before it the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit on the 
subject, but decided to postpone comprehensive considera
tion of the reports to its thirty-first session. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 

I Official Records of the General Assemh(v, Twenty-eighth 
Session, Supplement No. 30, item 79, p. 132, para. (h) (i). 

General Committee, decided to include in the agenda of its 
thirty-first session the item entitled "United Nations 
accommodation: (a) Utilization of office accommodation 
in the United Nations system; (b) Utilization of office 
accommodation and conference facilities at the Donaupark 
centre in Vienna: report of the Secretary-General" and to 
allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

3. The Fifth Committee considered subitem (a) at its 
36th, 38th and 44th meetings, on 24 and 29 November and 
8 December 1976. 

4. For its consideration of the subject, the Committee 
had before it the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the utilization 
of office accommodation at United Nations Headquarters 
(see A/9854) and comments by the Secretary-General on 
the subject (A/9854/ Add. I); 

(b) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on office 
ac,ommodation provided for extrabudgetary staff in the 
United Nations system (see A/10279) and comments of the 
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Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on the subject 
(A/ I 0279/ Add. I); 

(c) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the utilization 
of office accommodation in the United Nations system (see 
A/10280) and comments by the Secretary-General on the 
subject (A/10280/ Add. I); 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on office accom
modation provided for extrabudgetary staff in the United 
Nations system (A/C.S/31 /7 and Corr.l ); 

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on utilization of 
office accommodation in the United Nations system: 
accommodation at United Nations Headquarters (A/C.5/ 
31/17 and Corr.1); 

(f) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions on utilization of office accom
modation in the United Nations system (A/31/8/Add.4). 

5. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee introduced 
the report of the Committee in an oral statement before the 
Fifth Committee at its 36th meeting. 

6. The observer for Switzerland also addressed the 
Committee at the same meeting. 

7. In its report, the Advisory Committee stated its 
agreement, in general, with most of the recommendations 
of the Joint Inspection Unit and of the Secretary-General. 
It also drew attention to the elements of uncertainty in 
predicting future space requirements at Headquarters, 
because of the difficulty of anticipating future decisions of 
the General Assembly, and suggested that the predictions of 
the Secretary-General should therefore be evaluated in that 
light. 

8. The Advisory Committee, in paragraph 10 of its 
report, noted that, in the light of current administrative, 
fmancial and political considerations, the long-term policy 
for the accommodation of staff in New York should be 
based upon the rental of the minimum space required 
additional to that available in the Headquarters buildings. 

9. On the question of space management, the Advisory 
Committee agreed with the Joint Inspection Unit that the 
authority of the Office of General Services to manage space 
should be reinforced. 

I 0. As regards the question of office accommodation 
provided for extrabudgetary staff, the Advisory Committee 
noted that there was no uniform approach within the 
United Nations system to the problems of accommodation 
of such staff. In that connexion it noted that the 
Secretary-General would be submitting to the General 
Assembly at its current session a separate report on the 
general question of the costs of support services, including 
costs of accommodation provided from the regular budget 
to extrabudgetary activities. When the Advisory Committee 
considered that report, it would revert, as necessary, to the 
information contained in the reports of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit (see A/10279) and the Secretary-General (A/C.S/ 
31/7 and Corr.l). 

11. The comments and observations made by dele
gations taking part in the debate on the question are 
reflected in the summary records of the meetings of the 
Fifth Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.36, 38 and 44). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

12. At its 44th meeting, the Fifth Committee decided, 
without objection, to recommend to the General Assembly 
that it should: 

(a) Take note of the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit 
on the utilization of office accommodation in the United 
Nations system (see A/9854, A/10279 and A/10280), the 
comments thereon by the Secretary-General 
(A/9854/Add.1 and A/10280/Add.1) and the Administra
tive Committee on Co-ordination (see A/10279/Add.I), 
and the related reports of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/ 
31/7 and Corr.l and A/C.5/31/17 and Corr.l) and the 
Advisory Committee (A/31/8/ Add.4); 

(b) Concur with the comments and observations of the 
Advisory Committee in its report (A/31/8/ Add.4). 

DOCUMENT A/31/450/ADD./ 

PART II 

[Original: English J 
[21 December 1976/ 

Utilization of office accommodation and conference 
facilities at the Donaupark centre in Vienna 

I. The Committee considered the question of the 
utilization of office accommodation and conference facil
ities at the Donaupark centre in Vienna at its 55th and 
58th meetings on 17 and 20 December 1976. 

2. For its consideration of the matter, the Committee 
had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the 
subject (A/C.5/31/34), as well as the related report of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31 /452). 

3. In paragraph 13 of his report, the Secretary-General 
proposed a plan of action whereby the General Assembly 
would agree to take over from IAEA for the future 
requirements of the United Nations Tower A-2, in ac
cordance with the arrangement set out in annex III to his 
report to the General Assembly at its thirtieth session.2 
Consequent on that agreement, the plan of action would 
involve the transfer of existing units from New York and 
Geneva (or for the establishment of new units in Vienna, 
should the General Assembly so decide) on the basis of a 
time-table which would, when completed, result in a 
rational and economic use of the Donaupark complex and 
full occupancy within a relatively brief period of time. The 
Secretary-General's phased plan called for the transfer from 
New York or Geneva of 500 staff members in the 
Professional and higher categories over a five-year period in 
the manner described in section IV of his report. 

2 Document A/10348 and ('orr. I of 17 November 1975. 
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4. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee introduced 
the Advisory Committee's report in an oral statement 
before the Fifth Committee at its 55th meeting. 

5. In its report, the Advisory Committee stated that in 
its opinion a decision to accept Tower A-2 had to be 
predicated on a commitment to make early use of such 
space as would thereby become available. In that con
nexion, it trusted that the Secretary-General's assumptions 
as to the growth rates at New York and Geneva would, in 
the course of time, be proven correct and provide an 
adequate basis for the operation of the Secretary-General's 
plan and for the effective utilization of available space in 
Vienna. The Advisory Committee went on to note, with 
reference to the costs involved, that there were a number of 
uncertain elements in the Secretary-General's proposals as 
to which units would actually be located in Vienna; the 
various castings contained in section IV and annex IV of 
the Secretary-General's report were equally hypothetical 
because of uncertainties as to currency fluctuation, rate of 
inflation and local salary movements. With reference to the 
establishment of a planning and co-ordination unit, des
cribed in paragraph 45 of the Secretary-General's report, 
the Advisory Committee recognized the need for such a 
unit but did not believe it should become a part of the 
permanent establishment. Accordingly, it recommended 
that, should the General Assembly agree to take over Tower 
A-2, it should appropriate $73,000 under section 221 for 
temporary assistance in 1977. 

6. The representative of Austria introduced a draft 
resolution ( A/C.5/31/L.45) on behalf of Austria, Bhutan, 
Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, the German Democratic Republic, Greece, Grenada, 
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Iraq, the Libyan Arab Republic, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Poland, Senegal and Zambia, and 
announced that the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Cyprus, India, 
Indonesia and Portugal had joined as sponsors. The draft 
resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assemb(v, 

" ... [The preamble and operative paragraphs 1 and 2 
are the same as the corresponding part of the draft 
resolution in paragraph 17 below/; 

"3. Authorizes the Secretary-General, in order to 
ensure the most rational use of the premises available to 
the United Nations at the Don au park centre in Vienna as 
of 1978, 

"(a) To put into effect phase I on the basis of his 
report (A/C.5/31/34); 

"(b) To proceed, after further consultations with the 
host countries concerned, with the implementation of 
phase II taking into account those proposals which are 
consistent with paragraph 16 of his report and obser
vations made during the debate on this question at the 
thirty-first session; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General in conformity with 
paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 3529 (XXX), 
to report to the Assembly at its thirty-third session on 

plans for implementing phase III as outlined in paragraphs 
42 to 45 of his report, as well as other possibilities related 
to international organizations' activities based on sound 
principles of management; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at regular intervals on the implemen
tation of the present resolution." 

7. In introducing the draft resolutiOn, the representative 
of Austria stated, inter alia, that the Government of Austria 
had complied with an agreement with the United Nations 
to construct the Donaupark centre with its existing 
capacity. Austria would have fulfilled its obligations with 
the completion and handing over of the centre to the 
United Nations in the second half of 1978; it was now up 
to the United Nations to fulfil its part of the joint 
commitment. The cost of the centre, in the sum of $700 
million, was to be borne entirely by Austria and the City of 
Vienna and the buildings were to be made available to the 
United Nations rent free. 

8. The representative of Austria went on to state that 
the transfer of 500 staff members over five years from New 
York and Geneva as envisaged in the Secretary-General's 
proposals~ in other words, 50 persons a year from each of 
the cities-would in no way detract from their role and 
standing as United Nations headquarters. Their future 
growth was guaranteed. On the other hand, such action 
would avoid the need for costly acquisition of new premises 
by making use of the rent-free accommodation offered in 
Vienna. 

9. Even if the recommended plan of the Secretary
General were to be implemented, the representative of 
Austria stated, much of the office space m Donaupark 
would still stand empty for the long-term growth possi
bilities of IAEA and UNIDO. Therefore, Austria could in 
no way agree to any further reduction in the lower limit set 
in the five-year plan or in the 500 staff members destined 
for transfer to Vienna. It was essential that the Secretary
General be authorized to proceed with the implementation 
of the plan and that the Secretary-General's views with 
regard to specific units to be transferred be endorsed by all 
Member States. 

10. The following amendments were submitted to draft 
resolution A/C.5/31/L.45: 

(a) Belgium and France proposed (A/C.5/31/L.49) that 
paragraph 3 (b), should be replaced by the following text 
which would become the new paragraph 4: 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General, in confonnity 
with the guidelines described in paragraph 4 of resolution 
3529 (XXX), to submit to the General Assembly, at its 
thirty-second session, revised proposals for phase II which 
would be consistent with paragraph 16 of his report 
(A/C.5/31/34) and which would take into account 
observations put forward in the course of the debate on 
this question at the thirty-first session", 

and that the succeeding paragraphs should be renumbered 
accordingly. 
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(b) Iran proposed (A/C.5/31 /L.50), and Algeria sub
sequently co-sponsored the amendment, that the following 
text should be inserted as new paragraph 5: 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary measures to ensure that the success of the United 
Nations Decade for Women and of the world conference 
of 1980 will not be adversely affected by putting into 
effect phase I in accordance with paragraph 3 (a) above" 

and that the existing paragraph 5 should be renumbered 6. 

(c) Algeria and Iran submitted two amendments (A/C.5/ 
31/L.51) calling for the replacement of operative para
graphs 3 and 4 respectively by the following: 

{Same text as operative paragraphs 3 and 4 in the draft 
resolution in paragraph 17 below}. 

11. Mexico submitted the following draft resolution 
(A/C .5/31/L.58): 

"The General Assembly, 

"Noting with appreciation the report by the Secretary
General on the utilization of office accommodation and 
conference facilities at the Donaupark centre in Vienna 
(A/C.5/31/34) and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31/452), 

"1. Agrees that the United Nations should take over 
Tower A-2 at the Donaupark centre in Vienna and, in this 
connexion, authorizes the Secretary-General to make 
appropriate arrangements with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and the Government of Austria; 

"2. Decides to request the Secretary-General, in ac
cordance with the instructions given in paragraph 4 of 
General Assembly resolution 3529 (XXX). to submit to 
the Assembly at its thirty-second session revised specific 
proposals to attain the objective stated in paragraph 11 of 
his report, which should be compatible with the com
ments made in paragraph 16 of the report, and to take 
into account the observations made on the subject during 
the discussion at the thirty-first session." 

12. At the 58th meeting, the representative of Belgium, 
on behalf of Belgium and France, withdrew the amendment 
contained in document A/C .5/31IL.49 and announced that 
Belgium would join as a sponsor of the amendments 
submitted by Algeria and Iran (A/C .5/31 /L.51 ). 

13. The representative of Mexico did not press for a vote 
on the draft resolution proposed by his delegation (A/C.5/ 
J 1/L.58). 

14. The sponsors of draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.45 
accepted the amendments submitted by Algeria, Belgium 
and Iran (A/C .5/31/L.51 ). They also accepted the amend
ment submitted by Algeria and Iran (A/C.5/31 /L.SO), with 
the mention of "paragraph 3 (a)" in the new paragraph 5 
bemg changed to read "paragraph r consequential upon 
their acceptance of the new paragraph 3 in document 
A/C.S/31/L.Sl. 

15. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.45, as amended, by consensus 
(see para. 17 below). 

16. A full account of the Committee's consideration of 
the item, as well as explanations of vote, is reflected in the 
summary records of the Committee ( A/C.5/31 /SR .55 
and 58). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

17. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Utilization of office accommodation and conference 
facilities at the Donaupark centre in Vienna 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3350 (XXIX) of 18 December 
1974, in which it welcomed the invitation extended by the 
Government of Austria to the United Nations to make use 
of the facilities available in the Donaupark centre in Vienna 
after 1978, 

Recalling also its resolution 3529 (XXX) of 16 December 
1975, in which it took note of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the inclusion of Vienna in the pattern 
of conferences,2 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
utilization of office accommodation and conference facil
ities at the Donaupark centre in Vienna (A/C.S/31/34) and 
the related report of the Advisory Committee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions ( A/31 /452), 

I. Approl'es the recommendation of the Secretary
General relating to Tower A-2, as contained in paragraph 
13 (a) of his report (A/C.5/31/34), and to that effect 
authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into appropriate 
arrangements with the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and the Government of Austria; 

2. Approves the phased plan of action, as defined in 
paragraphs II and 12 and summarized in paragraph 13 (b) 
of the report of the Secretary-General, and paragraphs I to 
3 of annex I to that report; 

3. Authorizes the Secretary-General to put into effect 
the proposals pertaining to phase I as well as those 
contained in paragraphs 29 to 36 and 41 of his report; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in conformity with 
the guidelines described in paragraph 4 of General As
sembly resolution 3529 (XXX), to submit to tbe Assembly 
at its thirty-third session concrete proposals which would 
ensure that, at the end of the phased plan of action, the 
objective set out in paragraph II of the Secretary-General's 
report would be attained; 

5. A !so requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary measures to ensure that the success of the United 
Nations Decade for Women and of the world conference to 
be held in 1980 will not be ~':lversely affected by putting 
into effect phase I in accordance with paragraph 3 above; 
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6. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly at regular intervals on the implemen
tation of the present resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/450/ADD.2 

PART III 

[Original: English} 
[22 December 1976} 

Expansion of meeting rooms and zmproJ•ement of con
ference sen·icing and delegate facilities at United Nations 
Headquarters 

I. At 1ts 61st meeting. on 21 December 1976, the Fifth 
Comm1ttee. on the basis of reports submitted by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/22 and Carr.!) and by the 
Advisory Committee on Admmistrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/8/ Add.23), considered the question of the 
expansion of meetmg rooms and improvement of con
ference srrvicing and delegate facilities at United Nations 
Headquarters. 

2. The Secretary-General's substantive proposals, as sum
marized in paragraph 3 of the Adv1sory Committee's report, 
were estimated to mvolve a potential outlay of some $47 
million over a four-year penod beginning in 1977. 

3. The Advisory Committee's related recommendations. 
as summarized in paragraphs 40 and 41 of its report, 
involved certain reductions and suggested modifications of 
the proposed plans. The elements which the Committee 
recommended be approved at the initial stage were esti
mated to cost some $12.7 million, of which $2.4 million 
would need to be appropriated for 1977 to enable the 
Secretary-General to proceed with the development stage of 
the pro]ect. In the case of a number of other elements of 
the plan proposed by the Secretary-General, the Advisory 
Committee either recommended that they not be approved 
or that the mitial concept be reviewed and rev1sed plans 
submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session. 

4. The Cha1rman of the Adv1sory Committee introduced 
that Committee's report in an oral statement before the 
Fifth Committee. 

5. The representative of the Secretary-General orally 
replied to questions raised in the course of the discussion. 

Decisions of the Committee 

6. The Chairman proposed that the Committee recom
mend to the General Assembly that it take note of the 
reports of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/22 and Corr.1) 
and the Advisory Committee (A/31 /8/ Add.23) and concur 
with the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
contained in paragraphs 10. 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 30, 33, 36, 
38 and 39 of its report, as summanzed in paragraphs 40 and 
41. He also proposed to the Committee the additional 
appropriation of $2,400,000 for the biennmm 1976-1977. 

7. After discussion, the representative of Trinidad and 
Tobago proposed an amendment with respect to the 

recommendation in paragraph 10 of the report of the 
Advisory Committee, as follows: 

"The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly that it should not decide on any one option 
with respect to the seating arrangement to be used in the 
reconstruction of the General Assembly Hall, but that it 
should appropriate the sum of $2.6 million for the 
biennium 1976-19773 leavmg all options on seating 
arrangements in the Assembly Hall open, on the under
standing that the President of the General Assembly, in 
consultation with Member States. will inform the Secre
tary-General, by 31 1 anuary 1977 at the latest, on the 
option that is acceptable to Member States and, on the 
basis of this, the Secretary-General will proceed with his 
plans and report to the Assembly at its thirty-second 
session." 

8. The Committee took the following decisions: 

(a) It adopted, by 62 votes to 9, with 3 abstentions, the 
amendment submitted by the representative of Trinidad 
and Tobago; 

(b) It then adopted the Chairman's proposal, as thus 
revised. (See the draft resolution in para. 10 below.) 

* * * 

9. A full account of the Committee's consideration of 
the question, including the views and reservations ex
pressed, is reflected in the summary record of the meeting 
(A/C.5/31/SR.61). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

10. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution 

Expansion of meeting rooms and improl'ement of con
ference sen·icing and delegate facilities at United Nations 
Headquarters 

The General Assembly 

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General 
(A/C.5/31/22 and Corr.l) and the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/31 /8/ Add.23) 
on the expansion of meeting rooms and improvement of 
conference servicing and delegate facilities at United 
Nations Headquarters; 

2. Concurs with the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee contained in paragraphs 13. 15, 20. 22, 27, 30. 
33, 36, 38 and 39 of its report, as summarized in 
paragraphs 40 and 41; 

3. Decides to defer action on any of the options 
outlined in paragraphs 3 to 5 of the report of the 
Secretary-General with respect to the seating arrangement 
to be used in the reconstruction of the General Assembly 
Hall; 

3 Sub-;equently appropnated by General Assembly resolution 
31/207A. 
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4. Requests the President of the General Assembly, 
following consultations with Member States, to inform the 
Secretary-General, by 31 January 1977 at the latest, of the 
option most acceptable to Member States; 

5. Requests the Secretazy-General, on the basis of that 
information, to proceed with plans for reconstruction of 
the General Assembly Hall and to submit a report to the 
Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

Document No. 

A/9854* 
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A/10279** 

A/10279/Add.l ** 
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DOCUMENT A/31/427 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Introduction 

1. The Fifth Committee considered agenda item 100 at 
its 16th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 22nd to 25th, 39th to 43rd and 
49th meetings, held on 26, 28 and 29 October, on I, 3, 4, 
5, 8 and 30 November and on 2, 3, 6, 7 and 14 December 
1976. It had before it the report of the Committee on 
Contributions (A/31/11 and Add.!) containing the draft 
resolution recommended by that Committee. 

General Debate 

2. In introducing the report of the Committee on 
Contributions, its Chairman, recalling that that Committee 
had been directed by the General Assembly in its resolution 
3062 (XXVIII) of 9 November 1973 to review the scale of 

·assessments and to report to the Assembly at its'thirty-first 
session, stated that it was important to clarify, at the 
outset, a principle which was fundamental to the Com
mittee's work, namely, capacity to pay. At the twenty
ninth and thirtieth sessions of the Assembly, some represen· 
tatives had asserted that per capita income should not be 
the determining factor in establishing a scale of assessments 
and that there were other important considerations in the 
evaluation of a country's capacity to pay. In fact, the only 
role played by per capita income in the formulation of a 
scale was in the calculation of the relief to which a Member 
State might be entitled under the low per capita income 
allowance formula. If that were 11ot the case, then a 
country with limited national income and a small popu-

[Original: English/ 
[ 14 December 1976/ 

lation could well be assessed at a rate in excess of that of a 
country with a far greater net national product, but with a 
large population. Under the Committee's terms of reference 
it was the net national income of a Member State that was 
the principal measure of its capacity to pay. 

3. The Committee on Contributions, nevertheless, appre
ciated that national income expressed in monetary terms 
might not of itself fully reflect economic realities. In 
exploring possible alternatives, however-including the use 
of composite indicators encompassing such factors as 
nutrition, literacy and employment-the Committee had 
found that there was currently no acceptable single 
comprehensive indicator which could serve to substitute for 
national income as the principal measure of capacity to 
pay. It was pointed out, moreover, that even if it were 
possible to develop such an across-the-board indicator, 
statistics for the purpose would not be available from the 
vast majority of Member States. The criteria followed by 
the Committee at its 1976 session, therefore, were essen
tially the same as in the past. In addition to comparative 
estimates of national income, the Committee had observed 
the floor and ceiling principles established by the General 
Assembly and had paid particular attention to the problems 
of developing countries. 

4. The task devolving upon the Committee in formu
lating a scale of assessments for 1977-1979 had been an 
exceptionally difficult one. As the Committee hau em
phasized in its report to the twenty-ninth session of the 
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General Assemblyt-a warning it had reiterated in its report 
to the thirtieth session of the Assembly2 -it was already 
discernible from the limited statistics available at its 1974 
and 1975 sessions that the national economies of many 
developed and developing States had changed to such an 
extent that steep increases would be called for in the next 
scale despite the Committee's practice of mitigating drastic 
shifts between scales. The years 1972-1974, the base years 
for the Committee's review of the scale, had indeed been 
marked by profound changes in the world economy. The 
net national product of Member States had mirrored these 
changes, the dimensions of which, in individual and relative 
terms, could only be characterized as unprecedented. 

5. The economic changes had also made themselves felt 
in the rapid advance of per capita income and in the 
lessened relief afforded many developing countries, in
cluding low per capita income countries, through the 
operation of the allowance formula. For the 1974-1976 
scale, the formula, in operation since 1953, had been 
increased from an upper limit of $1 ,000 to $1 ,500 and 
from a maximum deduction of 50 to 60 per cent. For the 
1977-1979 scale, the Committee had recognized that the 
revised allowance no longer provided a sufficient measure 
of relief to developing countries and, in particular, to low 
per capita income countries. As a consequence, it had 
adopted a new upper limit of $1,800 and a new maximum 
deduction of 70 per cent in the formulation of the 
proposed scale. 

6. Recalling directives of the General Assembly con
cerning the attention to be paid by the Committee on 
Contributions to developing countries in view of their 
special economic and financial problems, the Chairman of 
that Committee pointed out that the percentage contribu
tion in the 1964 scale of 78 developing Member States had 
totalled 16.33 per cent; in 1973, when the minimum rate of 
assessment was still 0.04 per cent, 98 developing States had 
contributed a total of 14.67 per cent; in the proposed scale 
for 1977-1979, 108 developing States would be called upon 
to pay a total of 13.72 per cent. 

7. The base years 1972-1974 had been a period of 
substantial relative movements in domestic price levels, 
which had affected the current value of national income 
when expressed in dollars. The limitations of official 
exchange-rate conversions for purposes of international 
comparison were widely recognized, particularly in view of 
the growing instability of international money markets. 
Based as they were on international transactions of a 
limited range of commodities, they did not correctly reflect 
the real purchasing power of individual currencies. While 
the Statistical Office of the United Nations, in co-operation 
with other institutions, had been engaged since 1968 in 
developing suitable methods for such international com
parisons, it would be some time before results for a 
sufficient number of countries would be available for the 
Committee's systematic use. Nevertheless, the Committee 
had exercised every precaution to ensure that the inter
action of relative price movements and exchange rates did 
not result in the over-assessment or under-assessment of any 
Member State. 

I Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Setsion, Supplement No.1 1, para. 16. 

2/bid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 11, para. 44. 

8. Similarly, where it had been found that a substantial 
portion of the foreign exchange earnings of a developing 
country was required for the servicing of external public 
debt, downward adjustments had been made in individual 
assessments to the extent possible. 

9. The Committee on Contributions, throughout its 
review, had been fully conscious of the fact that an 
equitable scale was a matter of utmost importance. Such 
changes in assessment rates as had been recommended, it 
was stressed, reflected changes in the relative capacity to 
pay of Member States after the application of policy 
directives of the General Assembly and after taking into 
account special factors or circumstances whenever possible. 
While some Member States might feel that it should have 
been possible to mitigate drastic variations between scales, 
given the magnitude of the economic changes, it had been 
the unanimous view of the Committee that further modifi
cations would not only have widened differences in the 
statistical and actual rate of assessment in the forthcoming 
and in future scales but would have been incompatible with 
the principle of capacity to pay. 

10. Referring to the draft resolution which had been 
recommended to the General Assembly by the Committee 
(A/31/11, para. 59), it was pointed out that, subsequent to 
the Committee's session, the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam and the Republic of South Viet-Nam had been 
unified as the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. Conse
quently the recommended rates of assessment for the two 
countries were no longer valid and should be deleted from 
those portions of the draft resolution which dealt with 
non-member States. The matter would be considered by the 
Committee at its I 977 session, at which time it would also 
recommend a rate of assessment for the Republic of 
Seychelles as a new Member State. 

11. In the ensuing debate the representatives of several 
Member States voiced strong opposition to the recom
mendations of the Committee on Contributions. The time 
had come, it was maintained, for an in-depth discussion of 
the criteria used in formulating the scale in the light of the 
new realities. The recommendations of the Committee on 
Contributions were highly anomalous and fraught with 
dangerous contradictions. One had only to recall the 
problems that had arisen over the apportionment of the 
expenses of the United Nations Operation in the Congo and 
of the first United Nations Emergency Force to appreciate 
the danger and far-reaching consequences of any attempt to 
coerce Member States into shouldering expenses they 
considered unjustified. Moreover, the criteria used for the 
apportionment of the expenses of the Organization, as laid 
down by the General Assembly, were hopelessly outdated, 
ran counter to economic realities, and should be redefined. 
It was unacceptable, at a time when the gap between 
developed and developing countries continued to widen, 
that sudden increases, some of which were substantial, 
should be proposed in the assessment rates of developing 
countries. Such increases were all the more arbitrary when 
considerable reductions had been recommended in the 
assessments of some developed countries with advanced 
economies, including permanent members of the Security 
Council with special privileges under the Charter of the 
United Nations. The contributions of developed countries 
should not decrease at the expense of developing countries 
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whose economies and whose capacity to pay were de
pendent on exports of non-renewable resources or on a 
limited number of commodities which were subject to price 
fluctuations; whose earnings were often eroded by the price 
of imports essential to development; and whose long-term 
domestic commitments for development from ground level 
placed a heavy burden on their resources. Capacity to pay 
was not an absolute criterion, it was stated, nor did it 
always correspond to the actual revenues of a State. It had, 
in fact, been violated by the establishment of maximum 
and minimum rates of assessment. The Fifth Committee 
should not adopt the recommended scale at its current 
session, for to do so would be to postpone consideration of 
the issues for another three years. It was proposed by some 
delegations, therefore, that implementation of the scale be 
deferred for two years pending agreement on new criteria 
for the formulation of future scales. Or, as the representa
tive of Japan suggested, the Committee on Contributions 
should be asked to study urgently the possibility of 
formulating new criteria and recommending a new scale of 
assessments based on data for the period 1973-197 5. Such a 
scale could be applied progressively over a three-year 
period, with the current scale remaining in effect for the 
intervening period. The suggestion was also advanced by 
some representatives that membership of the Committee on 
Contributions should be expanded to provide for more 
adequate representation of developing countries. 

12. Other arguments adduced against the scale related to 
the statistics used by the Committee on Contributions. In 
that connexion, a few Member States stated that superficial 
reliance on statistics could lead to meaningless, misleading 
and unjust conclusions; that it was unrealistic that the years 
1972-1974-which failed to reflect the subsequent and 
sharp deterioration in the economies of many coun
tries-should form the base period for a 1977-1979 scale; 
that consideration should have been given to longer-term 
economic trends rather than to partial or transitory factors; 
that there was no reason to envelop the deliberations of the 
Committee on Contributions in secrecy and that the full 
documentation of the Committee should be made available 
to the membership at large; that increased assessments 
should not be imposed without prior consultations with the 
States concerned; and that every proposed increase or 
reduction should be explained in detail in the report of the 
Committee. 

13. The reduction in the rate of assessment of South 
Africa, in the view of a few delegations, was unjustified and 
incompatible with resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly on apartheid. It was also the opinion of one 
delegation that the decision of one super-Power to lower its 
rate of assessment to 25 per cent was contrary to the 
principle of capacity to pay. Moreover, it was added, the 
lowering of the other super-Power's rate of assessment from 
16.55 per cent in the 1971-1973 scale to 13.23 per cent in 
the proposed scale for 1977-1979 was unjustified in the 
light of that State's own economic statistics. 

14. Within the context of the foregoing debate on the 
formulation of a scale, suggestions and proposals advanced 
in connexion with new criteria and procedures which might 
be adopted included the following: 

(a) As long as the gap between developed and developing 
countries, adequately documented by statistics, continued 

to increase, the total percentage of the budget borne by the 
developing countries should not be increased; or, as was 
also suggested, increased contributions of developing coun
tries with rising national incomes should be devoted 
entirely to the needs of other developing countries; 

(b) Increases between scales should not exceed a fixed 
percentage (proposals in that regard ranged from 10 to 20 
per cent); 

(c) The concept of a minimum rate should be re
examined with a view to lowering the floor or to 
apportioning along the lines of the special scale established 
for peace-keeping operations (the representative of Nepal 
considered the principle of a minimum rate to be in
equitable and proposed that his country, like any other, be 
assessed on the basis of its capacity to pay); 

(d) Recognition should be given to the special financial 
obligations of the permanent members of the Security 
Council, as in the case of peace-keeping operations, or, as 
the representative of Japan proposed, by imposing a lower 
limit to their rates of assessment or an upper limit to the 
rates of Member States not permanent members of the 
Council; 

(e) In the case of developing countries with commodity
oriented economies or non-renewable raw materials, 
account should be taken of the effect on their capacity to 
pay of sharp declines in export prices and of the increasing 
price of imports; 

(f) The evaluation of a country's capacitv to pay should 
not only be based on national income but also on other 
indices of national wealth and welfare (an approximate 
indicator of national wealth, it was suggested by the 
representative of Japan, might be the aggregate of the net 
national product, adjusted by the net national welfare, over 
the preceding I 0 or 20 years); 

(g) The per capita income formula, which was currently 
applied by way of granting relief to low per capita income 
countries, should be applied to all Member States, as was 
the case with systems of progressive income tax; or, as was 
also suggested, consideration should be given to establishing 
a high per capita income extra assessment in order to avoid 
large reductions in the assessments of developed countries; 

(h) In order to avoid sharp fluctuations in rates of 
assessment between triennial scales, new scales should be 
developed annually, possibly based on three-year reference 
periods (it was also suggested by two delegations that the 
scale should correspond with the budgetary cycle); 

(i) In addition to its net national product, the deter
mination of a Member State's capacity to pay should take 
account of its relative level or stage of development, its 
source of income-including the depletability of that 
income--its access to foreign exchange, its economic and 
social status, the wealth pattern of its people in relation to 
development, the extent of illiteracy, per capita production 
and consumption of energy, the value and amount of 
primary commodities produced and consumed, the value 
and amount of production of basic industries, and funds 
allocated for technical and scientific research, cereal pro
duction and consumption and structure of foreign trade; 
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(j) Consideration should be given to the adverse effects the Fifth Committee had decided3 that the retention of 
of aggression and territorial occupation by foreign troops such a limitation would require that some States would for 
and to the damage suffered by newly independent countries many years pay a contribution very much lower than would 
during colonial rule; be equitable in accordance with their capacity to pay. 

(k) In assessing Member States' capacity to pay, account 
should be taken of their respective military expenditures; 

(I) A study should be undertaken as to whether higher 
assessments in the new scale would affect voluntary 
contributions to international organizations as well as 
foreign aid by developing countries. 

15. The views, suggestions and proposals outlined in the 
preceding paragraph were largely opposed by the represen
tatives of a number of other Member States. The report of 
the Committee on Contributions, it was stated, had been 
extremely well prepared and the recommendations con
tained therein represented an objective formulation of a 
scale of assessments based on criteria and guidelines laid 
down by the General Assembly. An organization could not 
survive if its established procedures were attacked whenever 
they seemed to work against the interests of some 
members. It was pointed out, moreover, that the Com
mittee on Contributions had given ample warning as to the 
nature of its recommendations. 

16. Referring to the proposal that the total assessment 
of developing countries should be reduced or remain stable 
as long as the gap between developed and developing 
countries continued to widen, several delegations pointed 
to the incompatibility of such a proposal with the principle 
of capacity to pay, since the economic situation of 
i~dividual countries varied greatly within any one group, 
smce the gap between developed and some developing 
countries had in fact narrowed and would continue to do 
so, and since it was the individual responsibility of Member 
States to share the financial burden of the United Nations. 
Furthermore, there were problems in defining the various 
groups. 

17. In response to the contention that the rates of 
assessment of developed countries in the proposed scale 
would decrease by 3.78 per cent, it was pointed out that 
the net decrease was in fact minimal and would amount to 
less than one third of 1 per cent. Similarly, in connexion 
with a reference to the substantial increase to be borne by 
countries within the Group of 77, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Contributions stated that 99 developing 
countries in the scale commencing with the year 1974 had 
been assessed a total of 13.41 per cent. The same 99 
countries in the proposed scale for 1977-1979 would be 
assessed a total of 13.52 per cent, an increase of 0.11 per 
cent. If one were to exclude from the 99 Member States 
those 67 States assessed at the floor level in the 1974 scale 
the respective totals for the remaining countries would b~ 
12.07 and 12.12 per cent, an increase of 0.05 per cent. 

18. In connexion with a reference to an "unwritten 
rule" of the Committee on Contributions that limited 
increases between one scale of assessments and the next by 
a fixed percentage, the Chairman of that Committee 
explained that prior to 1951 a limitation of I 0 per cent had 
indeed been imposed on increases between scales. However, 

Consequently, the practice was discontinued. As to the 
proposal that the practice be reinstituted, as one represen
tative pointed out, to do so would be to produce absurd 
results when national income changed dramatically. 

19. The proposal advanced concerning the lowering of 
the floor was viewed with sympathy by a number of 
delegations, particularly in relation to the least developed 
among developing countries and those classified as most 
seriously affected. At the same time it was also felt that as a 
matter of principle Member States should be required to 
contribute a reasonable minimum which should not be so 
low as to detract from their dignity or to render the 
concept of collective responsibility meaningless. If a deci
sion were to be taken to lower the floor, it was added, 
implementation of such a decision should await the 
formulation of a new scale by the Committee on Contribu
tions. 

20. In so far as the ceiling was concerned, as one 
represc.ntative pointed out, the principle of a ceiling had 
existed from the inception of the United Nations. Further
more, the most recent decision to lower the ceiling to 25 
per cent, in contrast with proposals now before the 
Committee, had been taken well in advance of the 
formulation of a new scale. In connexion with references 
made to the special responsibilities of the permanent 
members of the Security Council, the representative of 
France recalled that in not objecting to the adoption of 
special scales of assessment for the financing of the United 
Nations Emergency Force and the United Nations Dis
engagement Observer Force, his delegation had clearly 
stated that its position on those scales was not to be viewed 
as constituting a precedent for other special reductions in 
the seal<: for the regular budget of the Organization. 

21. It was generally the opinion of those delegations 
supporting the recommendations of the Committee on 
Contributions that the new scale was a realistic reflection of 
the economies of Member States and, what was most 
important, their capacity to pay. The importance of the 
work of the Committee on Contributions and the com
petence and integrity of its members, it was stated, could 
not be over-estimated, nor could it be overlooked that the 
criteria established for the formulation of some 20 scales 
had withstood the test of time, had survived changes in 
membership from predominantly developed to predomi
nantly developing countries and had resulted in scales of 
assessment which had received the overwhelming support of 
the membership. In particular, support was expressed for 
the arguments adduced by the Committee on Contributions 
in favour of the retention of a scale for a triennial period. If 
new criteria were to be developed-and it was noted that 
the Committee on Contributions had indicated that there 
was currently no single comprehensive indicator which 
could substitute for national income to determine a 
country's capacity to pay-they should not be drawn up 
hastily. It was for the Committee on Contributions, as an 

3 Ibid., Fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 40, document 
A/1669. para. 3. 
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expert body, to undertake a further study of the question 
on the basis of instructions incorporated in the resolution 
adopting the new scale of assessments, having regard also to 
proposals and suggestions made in the Committee. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

Introduction of proposals 

22. At the 39th meeting of the Fifth Committee, the 
Chairman, in referring to the four draft resolutions before 
the Committee, stated that he proposed to deal with them 
in accordance with rule 131 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly. The draft resolution contained in the 
report of the Committee on Contributions (A/31 /11, 
para. 59) had already been introduced by the Chairman of 
that Committee (see paras. 2-10 above). He therefore invited 
the representatives of Nepal, Cuba and Kuwait to introduce 
the other three draft resolutions, pointing out, at the same 
time, that the draft resolution submitted by Nepal (A/C.S/ 
31 /L.7 /Rev .I) did not indicate when the proposed lowering 
of the floor would take effect, nor did the draft resolution 
submitted by Cuba ( A/C .5/31 /L.8) specify which were the 
developing countries whose principal export commodities 
had undergone a sharp price decline since 1974. 

23. The draft resolution submitted by Nepal (A/C.S/31/ 
L.7 /Rev .I), which the representative of Afghanistan stated 
his delegation also wished to sponsor, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [the preamble is the same as that of draft 
resolution I A in paragraph 68 below, with the exception 
of the third paragraph, which read: 

"Recognizing the need for reconsideration of the scale 
of assessments of the least developed countries in order to 
help them meet their priorities at home and to allow the 
adjustment necessary for these countries"], 

" ... [operative paragraphs 1 and 2 are the same as the 
co"esponding paragraphs of draft resolution I A in para
graph 68 below/; 

"3. Requests the Committee on Contributions to 
reflect this decision, in so far as purely practical and 
technical limitations in calculating permit, which should 
be understood to mean a minimum payment of no less 
than 0.01 per cent of the total expenses of the Organi
zation." 

In introducing the draft resolution, the representative of 
Nepal explained that the preamble took note of the 
resolutions of the General Assembly relating to the special 
recognition to be given to low per capita income countries 
in calculating their rates of assessment, found the existing 
floor level of assessment of 0.02 per cent to be incom
patible with the principle of capacity to pay and recognized 
the collective financial responsibility of all Member States 
in shouldering the expenses of the Organization. Operative 
paragraph I reaffirmed that capacity to pay was the 
fundamental criterion on which scales of assessment were 

to be based. Paragraph 2 called for the lowering of the floor 
which, in accordance with paragraph 3, would be no less 
than 0.01 per cent. The representative of Nepal added that 
he hoped that the draft resolution would be adopted by 
consensus in view of the importance attached to the new 
international economic order based on justice, equity and 
fair play. As to the effective date of the new floor, it was 
for the Committee on Contributions to decide. 

24. The draft resolution submitted by Cuba (A/C.S/ 
31/L.8) read as follows: 

[Same text as draft resolution I B in paragraph 68 
below except that 13 developing countries are mentioned 
in the first preambular paragraph instead of 16.] 

In introducing the draft resolution, the representative of 
Cuba stated that the use of the years 1972-1974 as the base 
period for the formulation of the scale of assessments for 
1977-1979 had resulted in the distortion of national 
income data for a number of countries. Inflation had raised 
the value of national income in monetary but not in real 
terms, while currency devaluation and fluctuations had also 
seriously affected national income figures. The sharp rise in 
Cuba's national income resulting from the devaluation of 
the dollar was not a reflection of its increased capacity to 
pay. Reference was made to that situation in the second 
preambular paragraph of the draft resolution. The third 
preambular paragraph pointed to the necessity of taking 
into account that the capacity to pay of most developing 
countries was dependent upon the export of one or of a 
few commodities, the prices of which were affected by 
cyclical variations in the world economy. The fourth and 
fifth preambular paragraphs recognized that the capacity to 
pay of developmg countries had been affected by sharp 
declines in commodity prices since 1974 and that a 
substantial portion of their export earnings were required 
for their own development. Since numerous resolutions of 
the General Assembly had also recognized the need for a 
clear distinction to be made between developed and 
developing countries, operative paragraph 1 of the draft 
resolution proposed that increased rates of assessment in 
the 1977-1979 scale of those developing countries whose 
principal export commodities had undergone a sharp 
decline since 1974 be maintained at the 1974-1976 level. 
While it was logical and reasonable to seek a reduction in 
such cases, the Cuban delegation, in a spirit of co-operation, 
sought only to maintain them at th(dr current levels. It 
appeared, the representative of Cuba added, that his own 
country was the only one covered by operative paragraph 1 
of the draft resolution. However, the underlying principle 
applied to all developing countries and should be applied in 
the formulation of all future scales of assessment. 

25. The draft resolution introduced by the represen
tative of Kuwait (A/C.5/31/L.10/Rev.1 and Corr.l) and 
sponsored by Bahrain, Grenada, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, the 
Libyan Arab Republic, Mauritania, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia, the Sudan, the United Arab Emirates and 
Venezuela read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its previous resolutions and decisions on the 
subject, 
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"Affirming its guidelines to the Committee on Con
tributions to give special consideration to developing 
Member States in formulating the scale of assessments, 

"Having considered the report of the Committee on 
Contributions (A/31/11 and Add.!), 

"1. Decides to defer taking a decision on the new scale 
of assessments until the thirty-third session and to 
continue the application of the present scale to the 
financial years 1977 and 1978; 

"2. Requests the Committee on Contributions to 
re-examine the question of a new scale of assessments in 
the light of the discussions and proposals in the Fifth 
Committee during the thirty-first session; 

"3. Instructs the Committee on Contributions to take 
additional cnteria and guidelines fully into account in its 
re-examination including: 

"(a) The gap between developing and developed coun
tries should be duly taken into account by the Committee 
on Contributions while drawing up all the future scales; 

"(b) The floor assessment of 0.02 per cent should be 
reconsidered, with a view to lowering it, especially for the 
least developed among the developing Member States; 

"(c) The percentage increase in any Member State's 
contribution after each review of the scale of assessments 
should be gradual, and under no circumstances exceed 30 
percent; 

"4. Further decides to expand the membership of the 
Committee on Contributions by three members from the 
developing countries, effective I January 1977; 

"5. Requests the Committee on Contributions to 
submit a progress report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session and a final report containing a 
proposed new scale of assessments at the thirty-third 
session." 

The text above took into account amendments submitted 
by Japan at the meeting,4 which were accepted by the 
sponsors; the amendments proposed: the addition, in 
operative paragraph 2, after the word "discussions", of the 
words "and proposals"; the deletion, in operative para
graph 3, of the words "the following" before the word 
"additional"; and, in the same paragraph, the addition of 
the word "including" after the word "re-examination". In 
introducing the draft resolution, the representative of 
Kuwait informed the Committee that Jordan had become a 
sponsor. He explained that the draft resolution was based 
on the views expressed by various delegations in discussing 
the report of the Committee on Contributions. It was no 
secret, he added, that the sponsors were not in agreement 
with the recommendations of that Committee, which they 
considered to be arbitrary. Operative paragraph I, the 
central paragraph of the draft resolution, he continued, 
would maintain the 1974-1976 scale for a further two 

-l 1 ~,._. dr.Jft re'>olution was initially circulated in provisional form 
'n· 1 tl>c '"me document symbol, A/C.S/31/L.IO/Rev.l. 

years, since the new scale had not obtained the desired 
degree of support and had generated bitterness and opposi
tion. It had imposed staggering increases in the assessments 
of a number of countries based on so-called capacity to 
pay. In the view of the sponsors, there was as yet no 
satisfactory definition of capacity to pay. Accordingly, 
paragraph 2 of the draft resolution requested the Com
mittee on Contributions to re-examine the question of a 
new scale in the light of the current debate in the Fifth 
Committee. Paragraph 3 sought to offer fundamental guide
lines to the Committee on Contributions in view of the 
dissatisfaction of the sponsors over the fact that the 
assessments of some developed countries had been de
creased, in contrast with increases for certain developing 
countries-a situation which failed to take into account the 
widening gap between the two groups or the hardship 
imposed on the least developed countries by the current 
floor assessment of 0.02 per cent. Finally, the same 
paragraph sought to ensure that under no circumstances 
would future increases in assessment rates exceed 30 per 
cent. Paragraph 4 would add three new members from 
developing countries to the Committee on Contributions, a 
proposal which would meet the aspirations of such coun
tries. Paragraph 5 would request the Committee on Con
tributions to submit a progress report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session and a final report 
containing a recommendation for a new scale of assess
ments to the Assembly at its thirty-third session. 

Consideration of draft resolutions 
A/C.5/3I /L. 7/Rev.I and 2 

26. In referring to the draft resolution sponsored by 
Nepal and Afghanistan (A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.l ), some repre
sentatives requested further clarification as to when the 
proposed lowering of the floor would take effect. In 
responding, the representative of Nepal indicated that his 
delegation was prepared to specify in the draft resolution 
that the new floor principle should be implemented in the 
scale of assessments for 1980-1982. Accordingly, the 
representative of New Zealand proposed, a suggestion 
which the representative of Nepal accepted, that the words 
"in formulating the coming scale of assessments" be 
inserted in operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, 
following the word "decision". 

27. At the 40th meeting, the representative of Canada 
submitted an amendment (A/C.5/31/L.26) to the draft 
resolution sponsored by Afghanistan and Nepal, as orally 
amended by New Zealand (A/C.5/3!/L.7/Rev.2). The 
amendment submitted by Canada would add two further 
operative paragraphs to draft resolution A/C.5/31/ 
L.7/Rev.2, as follows: 

[The proposed paragraphs 4 and 5 are the same as 
paragraphs 4 and 6 of draft resolution I A in paragraph 
68 below except that paragraph 4 contained a further 
subparagraph reading as follows: 

"(d) Embodying as appropriate in subsequent reports 
of the Committee the particular justification for any 
significant increases in the assessment of any Member 
State between two successive scales;"] . 
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In introducing the amendment, the representative of 
Canada stated that his delegation attached considerable 
importance to draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2 which 
recognized the concern of countries with the lowest per 
capita income. While appreciating the dissatisfaction ex
pressed by other Member States over increases in their 
proposed assessment rates and while agreeing that it was 
necessary to formulate new criteria for establishing scales of 
assessment, the criteria proposed in draft resolution A/C.S/ 
31/L.lO/Rev.l and Corr.l posed serious and practical 
difficulties as well as problems of principle for the Canadian 
delegation. In particular, the limitation of 30 per cent on 
percentage increases between scales would upset the deli
cate balance on which the existing method of establishing a 
scale was based. It was for the reasons explained that 
Canada had submitted its amendment (A/C .5/31 /L.26), 
paragraph 4 (b) of which proposed a solution to the 
problem of extreme variations between scales. Further
more, on the basis of a report to be submitted by the 
Committee on Contributions to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session, the Assembly would be in a position 
to take a considered decision based on expert advice. Any 
other course of action might lead to a further increase in 
the short-term deficit of the Organization. 

28. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, in expressing his support for 
the position taken by Canada, proposed the addition, at the 
end of the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.S/31/ 
L.26), of a new paragraph (A/C.5/31/L.29) which read as 
follows: 

[The proposed paragraph 6 is the same as paragraph 7 
of draft resolution I A in paragraph 68 below./ 

29. The representative of Nepal stated that the original 
draft resolution had not been intended to deal with such 
controversial questions as the criteria to be established in 
formulating a scale. However, while the sponsors could not 
accept the amendments, they would leave the matter for 
the Committee to decide. The representative of Afghanistan 
added that the amendment proposed by the Federal 
Republic of Germany bore no relationship to the original 
draft resolution and urged that it be withdrawn. 

30. The representative of Trinidad and Tobago pointed 
out that paragraph 4 (d) of the amendment proposed by 
Canada (A/C.S/31 /L.26) did not relate to the study which 
the Committee on Contributions would be requested to 
make. He suggested, therefore, that that subparagraph 
should be made a separate paragraph. The representative of 
Canada accepted the suggestion and proposed that the 
words "Further requests the Committee on Contributions 
to embody" should be inserted before the words "as 
appropriate" in the new paragraph, which would be 
numbered 5, with the existing paragraph 5 renumbered 
accordingly. The changes were subsequently incorporated 
in document A/C.5/31/L.26/Rev.l. 

31. In the ensuing discussion, some representatives 
expressed their support of the draft resolution as amended; 
the amendments, it was felt, came closest to the views of 
the Group of 77 and were conceived in a spirit of 
consensus. Others pointed to the conflict between the 
proposal to expand the membership of the Committee on 

Contributions by three (as called for in draft resolution 
A/C.S/31/L.lO/Rev.l and Corr.l) and the amendment put 
forward by the Federal Republic of Germany (A/C .5/ 
31 /L.29) which would enlarge the Committee by five, thus 
retaining the existing geographical composition. It was also 
stated that the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.S/ 
31 /L.26/Rev.l) would radically change the original draft 
resolution, thus weakening, if not destroying, its essential 
purpose of relieving the burden of the least developed 
countries. 

32. At its 41st meeting, the Committee agreed, without 
objection, to a proposal by the representative of Kuwait, 
made at the 39th meeting, that priority be given in the 
voting to the draft resolutions submitted by Member States. 

33. Accordingly, in explanation of vote before the vote 
on draft resolution A/C.S/31 /L.7 /Rev.2 and the related 
amendments, some delegations stated that they could 
accept the idea of lowering the floor assessment in 
accordance with the principle of capacity to pay. However, 
while recognizing the point of view of certain delegations 
concerning the need to develop new criteria, they objected 
strongly to the deferment of the new scale pending the 
formulation of such new criteria. The enlargement of the 
Committee on Contributions, together with the study to be 
made by that Committee as called for in A/C .5/31 I 
L.26/Rev.l, represented a fair and reasonable response to 
the doubts and dissatisfaction expressed earlier. Further
more, as one delegation pointed out, certain Member States 
whose assessments would increase as a result of a very 
considerable rise in national income, had put forward 
proposals which were in many cases unjustified. If the scale 
recommended by the Committee on Contributions were to 
be rejected, that delegation added, there would be far
reaching political and financial consequences which would 
disrupt the normal financing of the United Nations. Other 
delegations explained that they would vote against the 
amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.5/31/L.26/Rev.l) 
since it was linked to the recommendation of the Com
mittee on Contributions and would perpetuate existing 
anomalies for a further two years. 

34. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on the 
Canadian amendment (A/C.5/31/L.26/Rev.l). The amend
ment was adopted by a roll-call vote of 50 to 33, with 39 
abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbados, 
Belgium, Bulgana, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Finland, France, German 
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Mongolia, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New 
Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United States of America, Upper 
Volta, Uruguay. 

Against: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Benin, 
Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Grenada, Guinea-
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Bissau, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's 
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, United Arab 
Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen. 

Abstaining: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, 
Burundi, Chad, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Gabon, 
Greece, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Mozambique, Nepal, Pakistan, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Surinam, Thailand, Togo, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

35. In connexion with the amendment submitted by the 
Federal Republic of Germany ( A/C .5/31 /L.29), the Secre
tary of the Committee announced that paragraph 6 con
tained therein should be renumbered paragraph 7. The 
Director of the Budget Division indicated that the enlarge
ment of the Committee on Contributions by five members 
would entail additional expenditure of $14,240; the addi
tion of three members (as had been proposed in draft 
resolution A/C .5/31 /L.l 0/Rev.l and Corr.l) would cost 
$8,600. However, both amounts could be absorbed within 
existmg appropriations. 

36. The representative of Indonesia sought the views of 
the Legal Counsel as to whether the amendment submitted 
by the Federal Republic of Germany (A/C.5/31/L.29), 
which introduced an entirely new element into draft 
resolution A/C .5/31 /L.7 /Rev.2, could properly be treated 
as an amendment within the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly. In response, the Legal Counsel stated 
that a technical definition could be found in the last 
sentence of rule 130 of the rules of procedure. Since the 
amendment in question was an addition to an existing 
proposal, it did constitute an amendment within the terms 
of rule 130 in spite of the fact that draft resolution 
A/C .5/31 /L. 7 /Rev.2, as amended by the Canadian proposal, 
did not deal with the matter of the membership of the 
Committee on Contributions. 

37. The Fifth Comm1ttee adopted the amendment sub
mitted by the Federal Republic of Germany (A/C.S/ 
31 /L.29) by 50 votes to 36, with 33 abstentions. 

38. In explaining their votes on draft resolution A/C.S/ 
31 /L.7 /Rev.2, as amended, several delegations indicated 
that, whilst they could support the basic draft resolution, 
they could not support the amendments which radically 
changed the nature of that draft. Consequently, those 
delegations stated that they would abstain in voting on the 
draft resolutwn. 

39. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.S/31 /L.7 /Rev.2, as amended, by 74 
votes to none, with 47 abstentions (see para. 68 below, 
draft resolution I A). 

Consideration of draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.B 

40. In the course of the debate on the draft resolution 
submitted by Cuba (A/C.S/31 /L.8), the representative of 
tlw Upper Volta requested clarification as to which Member 
«:··;:·.' il' 'l be called upon to meet the shortfall that 

would result from the application of operative paragraphs 1 
and 2 of that draft resolution. In response to that request, a 
note prepared by the Secretariat as a conference room 
paper was circulated; it was intended for statistical con
venience and did not necessarily express a judgement as to 
the stage reached by a particular country in the develop
ment process. It indicated that of 14 developing countries 
whose rates of assessment would increase in the proposed 
new scale, the principal export commodities of Cuba and 
Malaysia had undergone a sharp price decline since 1974. 
The representative of Greece stated that, since the con
ference room paper had not been confined to members of 
the Group of 77, a further paper should be prepared listing 
Member States with per capita income below $1,800 who 
would benefit under the low per capita allowance formula 
recommended by the Committee on Contributions. A 
second note prepared by the Secretariat as a conference 
room paper showed that, of the Member States whose 
assessments would increase in the proposed new scale, 16 
such States had had average per capita national incomes 
below $1,800 during the years 1972-1974. Of those 16 
States, the principal export commodities of the same 
2 countries--Cuba and Malaysia-had undergone sharp price 
declines. In light of the information provided, the represen
tative of Cuba stated that the first preambular paragraph of 
draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.8 should refer to 16 rather 
than to 13 developing countries. 

41. In the opinion of a few delegations, draft resolution 
A/C .5/31 /L.8 was restrictive and narrow in its approach 
and difficult to implement in practice. Furthermore, unlike 
draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2, it would have the 
effect of changing the scale proposed by the Committee on 
Contributions which had been based on criteria approved 
by the General Assembly. The representative of Cuba, on 
the other hand, maintained that in the longer term any 
developing country placed in the position of Cuba and 
Malaysia would stand to benefit from Cuba's proposal. 
Moreover, the shortfall of 0.04 per cent which would result 
from the retention of the rates of assessment of two 
countries at their current levels could be compensated for 
by either assessing each of the two States recently admitted 
to membership at 0.02 per cent or by increasing the rates of 
assessment of developed countries. The fact that the 
proposed new scale had been based on criteria approved by 
the Assembly, the representative of Cuba added, was no 
indication of the infallibility of the Committee on Con
tributions. 

42. In explaining their votes before the vote, various 
representatives reiterated the reservations expressed in the 
debate on draft resolution A/C .5/3 I /L.8, pointing also to 
the fact that no definition had been given of a ''sharp price 
decline" in commodities. The representative of Trinidad 
and Tobago requested a clarification before the vote, 
pointing to the fact that operative paragraph 1 of the draft 
resolution would maintain for three years the current rates 
of assessment of certain developing countries, while opera
tive paragraph I of draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.IO/Rev.l 
and Corr.l would maintain the existing scale for two years 
and the amendment submitted by Canada ( A/C.S /31 /L.28) 
to that resolution would adopt the new scale for two years. 
If the Committee were to adopt draft resolution A/C.S/ 
31 /L.8, did that not imply that it could not proceed to vote 
on the deferment of the new scale for two years? In 



Agenda item I 00 9 

response, the Legal Counsel stated that operative para
graph I of draft resolution A/C.S/31 /L.8 maintained the 
current rates of assessment for three years for certain 
developing countries, while operative paragraph I of draft 
resolution A/C.S/31/L.lO/Rev.l and Corr.l would defer a 
decision on the new scale for 1977 and 1978. If the former 
draft resolution were adopted, it would be necessary to 
draw a distinction between the scale of assessments for 
developing countries and that for other countries. In 
addition, in accordance with that draft resolution, the 
current rates for two developing countries, Cuba and 
Malaysia, would be maintained for three years. Draft 
resolution A/C.S/31 /L.I 0/Rev.l and Corr.l would maintain 
the status quo for all countries for two years. That 
contradiction could be resolved by adjusting the rates of 
assessment for Cuba and Malaysia in the third year. 

43. At the 41st meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.S/3I/L.8, as orally revised, by 34 votes to 
26, with 62 abstentions (see para. 68 below, draft reso
lution I B). 

Consideration of draft resolution 
A/C5/31/L.l0/Rev.l and Co". I 

44. At the 40th meeting, the representative of Canada, 
turning to draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.IO/Rev.I and 
Corr.1, stated that the percentage increases recommended 
by the Committee on Contributions, while dramatic in 
themselves, were not so large in absolute terms. At the same 
time he reiterated the views previously expressed by several 
delegations to the effect that perpetuation of the existing 
scale would impose inequities on many Governments and 
that the process of reviewing criteria should be undertaken 
after the adoption of the proposed new scale. Accordingly, 
Canada proposed an amendment {A/C.S/31/L.28) to the 
foregoing draft resolution which would replace operative 
paragraph I of draft resolution A/C.S/31 /L.I 0/Rev.l and 
Corr.l by the following: 

"I . Decides to adopt the new scale of assessments 
recommended by the Committee on Contributions for 
1977 and 1978". 

45. At the same meeting, the Federal Republic of 
Germany proposed further amendments-subsequently cir
culated as document A/C.S/31 /L.30-to the same draft 
resolution, A/C.S/31/L.IO/Rev.l and Corr.l. They pro
vided for: 

(a) The addition, in operative paragraph 3 (a), of the 
word "individual" after the words "The gap between"; 

(b) The deletion, from operative paragraph 3 (c), of the 
words "and under no circumstances exceed 30 per cent"; 

(c) The replacement, in operative paragraph 4, of the 
words "three members" by the words "five members" 
and the deletion of the words "from the developing 
countries". 

In explaining the amendments, the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany stated, with respect to 
operative paragraph 3 (a), that his delegation found it 
difficult to agree to criteria relatiQg to groups rather than to 

individual countries. The proposed deletion from para
graph 3 (c), he continued, was based on the premise that 
the question of limiting increases between scales was one 
which should first be considered by the Committee on 
Contributions. Finally, the changes proposed in operative 
paragraph 4 had been made with the same purpose as the 
amendment (A/C.S/3l/L.29) submitted by the Federal 
Republic of Germany to draft resolution A/C.S/ 

46. In explaining their votes before the vote on draft 
resolution A/C.S/31 /L.l 0/Rev.1 and Corr.1 and the related 
amendments, it was argued by some delegations that the 
interests of developing countries whose economies had 
suffered reverses and whose assessments would be reduced 
under the proposed new scale should not be sacrificed in 
the interest of developing countries whose economies had 
improved and whose assessments would be increased 
accordingly. Yet paragraph 1 of draft resolution A/C.S/31/ 
L.l 0/Rev.l and Corr.l would have precisely the effect of 
advancing the interests of the strongest at the expense of 
the weakest. Furthermore, for those countnes at the floor 
level, whether it be at 0.02 or 0.01 per cent, an increase of 
0.01 per cent would represent an increase of 50 or 100 per 
cent respectively. There was the danger, therefore, that 
with a limitation of 30 per cent, some countries would 
never rise above the floor level, whatever their national 
income. Several delegations supported the amendments 
proposed by Canada (A/C.S/31/L.28) and the Federal 
Republic of Germany (A/C.S/31/L.30), which they felt did 
not undermine the essential principles for the effective 
operation of the United Nations. It was pointed out by 
those delegations that they could not endorse any proposal 
that deferred a decision on the new scale, that imposed 
restrictions on increases or that detracted from the prin
ciples of collective responsibility and capacity to pay. Nor 
could they accept the replacement of a system for the 
formulation of scales of assessment by impartial experts 
with a system based on political considerations. The 
sponsors of the draft resolution, on the other hand, 
maintained that the amendment submitted by Canada 
would deprive that draft resolution of its whole purpose. 
Nor could they accept the amendment to paragraph 3 (a) 
proposed by the Federal Republic of Germany, which 
would negate a generally accepted concept that the 
situation of developing countries had been and still was 
very different from that of the developed countries. With 
respect to the amendment to paragraph 3 (c), it was the 
view of the sponsors of the draft resolution. as well as some 
other delegations, that the substantial increases in the 
proposed new scale should be avoided m the future. The 
deletion of the limitation of 30 per cent on the percentage 
increase in any Member State's contribution would negate 
the intent of paragraph 3 (c) of draft resolution A/C.S/31/ 
L.10/Rev.1 and Corr.l. 

47. At the 41st meeting, one representative drew atten
tion to the fact that the amendment submitted by Canada 
(A/C.S/31 /L.28), in so far as it mentioned the recommen
dation of the Committee on Contributions, had been 
rejected by the Fifth Committee when it had decided, in 
adopting the draft resolution submitted by Cuba (A/C .5/ 
31/L.8), that those recommendations were not valid for 
two countries. The amendment submitted by Canada 
should therefore be withdrawn and a ruling in the matter 
was requested. The representative of Canada indicated that 
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the question could be resolved by the addition of the words 
"taking account of resolution ... [A/C.5/31/L.8]" to that 
amendment. It was pointed out, however, that the Com
mittee had already begun the process of voting and, as a 
consequence, further amendments were inadmissible. 
Furthermore, it was questioned whether the amendment 
submitted by Canada ( A/C .5/31 /L.28) was in fact an 
amendment under rule 130 of the rules of procedure. The 
representative of Canada, in stating that his delegation was 
not prepared to withdraw its amendment, requested a legal 
opinion as to its validity. In referring to the oral addition to 
the amendment submitted by Canada, the Legal Counsel 
agreed that such an addition was inadmissible since the 
Committee was in the process of voting on that amend
ment. As to the question of whether the amendment itself 
constituted an amendment within the rules of procedure, 
he indicated that rule 130 defined an amendment as 
something which added to, deleted from or revised part of 
an existing proposal. The definition was a technical one, 
but there was no reason why an amendment could not 
completely change part of an original proposal, and no 
requirement that it be in agreement with the substance of 
an original proposal or that its purpose should be limited to 
the addition of details or specifications. If a proposal to 
amend one paragraph did not affect the substance of other 
paragraphs, it would seem that such changes constituted an 
amendment. If, however, a proposed change which related 
to one paragraph were to deprive other paragraphs of their 
meaning, such a change would not constitute an amend
ment. 

48. At the 42nd meeting, the Legal Counsel stated, in 
connexion with a question raised by the representative of 
Iraq, that the draft resolution submitted by Cuba (A/C.5/ 
31/L.8), as already adopted at the Committee's 41st 
meeting, would have the General Assembly maintain the 
current rates of assessment for certain developing countries 
for 1977-1979 without adversely affecting the rates recom
mended by the Committee on Contributions for any other 
developing countries. In accordance with the second con
ference room paper prepared by the Secretariat (see 
para. 40 above), that decision would require a reduction of 
0.02 per cent each in the rates of two developing countries, 
namely Cuba and Malaysia, in order to maintain their 
assessments at their current levels. A readjustment of the 
remainder of the scale would thus be required so as to 
apportion the total of 0.04 per cent among developed 
States. As to whether thr adoption of the amendment 
submitted by Canada (A/C.5/31/L.28) implied a reconsid
eration of draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.8, which had already 
been adopted, he had already stated at the 41st meeting 
that any further resolutions on that subject should be read 
in the light of draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.8; if that were 
done for the amendment submitted by Canada, such a 
decision would call for the approval of the scale recom
mended by the Committee on Contributions for two years, 
except for two States whose rates for that period (as well as 
for an additional year) would be maintained at the existing 
level and except for a corresponding slight increase in the 
scales for a few developed countries. The scale for the great 
majority of States would remain precisely as recommended 
by the Committee. In that connexion, it should also be 
noted that the preambular and operative paragraphs of 
draft resolution A/C .5/31 /L.8 clearly implied the adoption 
of the scale of assessments recommended by the Committee 

on Contributions. Consequently, neither the adoption of 
the amendment submitted by Canada nor the adoption of 
draft resolution A/C.5/31 /L.l O/Rev.1 and Corr.1, whether 
or not it incorporated the Canadian amendment, would 
require reconsideration of the decision already taken with · 
respect to the draft resolution submitted by Cuba (A/C .5/ 
31 /L.8). Thus the decision on both the amendment and on 
draft resolution A/C.S/31/L.lO/Rev.l and Corr.l, whether 
amended or not, would require only a simple majority. 

49. While one delegation expressed its agreement, a 
number of other delegations raised strong objections to the 
opinion delivered by the Legal Counsel. It was for the 
Committee on Contributions to make such consequential 
adjustments as were required following the approval of the 
draft resolution submitted by Cuba ( A/C .5/31 /L.8). The 
amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.5/31/L.28) did not 
address itself to draft resolution A/C .5/31 /L.1 0/Rev .1 and 
Corr.1, which would defer taking action on the new scale of 
assessments, but only to the recommendations of the 
Committee on Contributions and would adopt those 
recommendations for two instead of three years. The 
amendment submitted by Canada was misplaced since it 
had already been decided to alter the proposed new scale 
for two countries. The amendment should in fact be 
considered an amendment to the draft resolution recom
mended by the Committee on Contributions (A/31 I 11, 
para. 59). Furthermore, since the Fifth Committee had 
decided, in accordance with rule 131 of the rules of 
procedure, to give priority to draft resolutions of Member 
States, to seek to amend draft resolution A/C.5/31/ 
L.1 O/Rev.1 and Corr.l by inserting the scale recommended 
by the Committee on Contributions would be a subterfuge 
and a procedural manoeuvre not authorized under the rules 
of procedure. A two-thirds majority was clearly required to 
reverse a previously taken decision. 

50. Referring to the oral revision by Cuba to the first 
preambular paragraph of its draft resolution (A/C .5/31 /L.8) 
at the Committee's 41st meeting during the process of 
voting (see A/C.5/31/SR.41, para. 3), the representative of 
Greece pointed out that, since the Committee was quite 
properly the master of its own procedure, he proposed to 
subamend the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.5/ 
31 /L.28) by replacing the word "adopt" by the word 
"defer". In recalling that the Committee, at the same 
meeting, had refused to permit Canada to further amend its 
amendment, the Chairman ruled that the Greek subamend
ment could not be accepted. 

51. Following a request for the optmon of the Legal 
Counsel (see para. 48 above) to be put to the vote, it was 
agreed by the Chatrman that the point at issue was whether 
the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C .5/31 /L.28) 
required a simple or a two-thirds majority for adoption. 

52. At the same meeting, the Committee decided by a 
roll-call vote of 46 to 45, with 36 abstentions, that its 
decision on the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.5/ 
31 /L.28) required a simple majority. The voting was as 
follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Barbados, Bel
gium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, 
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Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Finland, 
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal 
Republic of. Ghana, Guatemala, Hungary. Iceland, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Papua New Guinea, Portugal. Sweden, Togo, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay. 

Against: Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Burundi, China, Comoros, Congo, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt. Gabon, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Re· 
public, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Bahamas, Bhutan, Brazii, 
Burma, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea, 
Guyana, Lesotho, Maldives, Malta, Mexico, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines. 
Poland, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Surinam, Swazi· 
land, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

53. In continuation of their explanations of vote before 
the vote, several representatives indicated that they would 
vote for the amendment submitted by Canada, which 
represented a fair compromise. In adopting draft resolution 
A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2, as amended, the General Assembly 
would lower the floor and would request an enlarged 
Committee on Contributions urgently to study ways and 
means of increasing the fairness and equity of the scale of 
assessments in order to enable early action to be taken on a 
new scale. In the meantime, there could be no justification 
for rejecting the proposed new scale which had been based 
on criteria established by the General Assembly and on the 
most recent statistics of States' capacity to pay. Some 
delegations were even prepared to adopt the new scale for 
one year only. Other delegations, in stating that they would 
vote against the amendment submitted by Canada, main· 
tained that the continued application of the existing scale 
was a reasonable step in the light of the controversy to 
which the recommendations of the Committee on Con· 
tributions had given rise. Furthermore, a 30 per cent ceiling 
on increases between scales recognized that capacity to pay 
could not be considered on the basis of transitory cash 
flows but on the basis of the real accumulated wealth of a 
country. 

54. In response to requests by two delegations as to 
precisely what they would be voting on, the Legal Counsel 
stated that the amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.S/ 
31 /L.28) should be read in conjunction with the Cuban 
draft resolution (A/C .5/31 /L.8). Accordingly, if the 
Canadian amendment were adopted, it would mean that the 
existing scale of assessments would be retained for Cuba 
and Malaysia, that subsequent readjustments in the new 
scale would not affect developing countries and that the 
cost of those readjustments would be borne by developed 
countries. 

55. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
amendment submitted by Canada (A/C.5/31 /L.28) by a 
roll-call vote of 56 to 46, with 29 abstentions. The voting 
was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bel· 
gium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re· 
public, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Fiji, 
Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Hun
gary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zea· 
land, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, 
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Swazi· 
land, Sweden, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re
public, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United States of America, Upper 
Volta, Uruguay. 

Against: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Burundi, 
China, Comoros, Congo, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Gabon, Greece, Grenada, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Oman, Poland, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Arab 
Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Abstaining: Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, 
Burma, Chad, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guyana, 
India, Jamaica, Lesotho, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mozam· 
bique, Pakistan, Romania, Sri Lanka, Surinam, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, 
Zambia. 

56. In connexion with the amendments, submitted by 
his delegation (A/C.5/31/L.30), the representative of the 
Federal Republic of Germany stated that, at the request of 
several delegations, the amendment to operative para· 
graph 3 (a) of draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.10/Rev.l and 
Corr.l was being withdrawn on the understanding that the 
principle of capacity to pay applied to individual countries 
rather than to groups of countries. The amendment to 
operative paragraph 4 had been superseded by a similar 
provision in draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2, as 
amended, which had already been adopted (see para. 39 
above). 

57. In explanations of vote before the vote, a number of 
delegations reiterated the views already expressed in favour 
of and against the imposition of a ceiling on percentage 
increases between scales. It was pointed out, moreover, by 
certain representatives in favour of such a ceiling that it had 
originally been proposed that a ceiling of 15 per cent be 
established and that 30 per cent should be regarded as a 
maximum. 

58. At the same meeting, the Committee rejected the 
second of the amendments submitted by the Federal 
Republic of Germany (A/C.S/31 /L.30) by a roll-call vote of 
50 to 36, with 44 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bhutan, Bulgaria, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Czechoslo· 
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vakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Finland, France, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Ghana, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxem
bourg, Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor
way, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, 
Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Against: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Burundi, 
Comoros, Congo, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Gabon, Greece, Grenada, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Oman, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Benin, Brazil, Burma, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guate
mala, Guinea, Guyana, Honduras, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mozambique, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Romania, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, Surinam, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, United Republic 
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay, Zaire. 

59. Referring to the amended text (A/C.5/31/L.28) of 
operative paragraph I of draft resolution A/C .5/31 I 
L.l 0/Rev .1 and Corr.I, two representatives requested a 
separate vote on that paragraph. However, it was pointed 
out that a separate vote would entail reconsideration of a 
decision already taken by the Committee and, under rule 
123 of the rules of procedure, would require a two-thirds 
majority. In delivering an opinion, the Legal Counsel stated 
that in his view the proposal for a separate vote was 
admissible under rule 129 of the rules of procedure, which 
rule also provided that: "If objection is made to the request 
for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon". 
At the same meeting, the Committee approved the request 
for a separate vote on operative paragraph I by 52 votes to 
46, with 25 abstentions. 

60. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
operative paragraph I of draft resolution A/C.5/3I/L.IO/ 
Rev .I and Corr.l, as amended, by a roll-call vote of 55 to 
4 7, with 26 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bel
gium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Fiji, Finland, France, 
German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ire
land, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, Mexico, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, 
Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, 
Sweden, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon, United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Uruguay. 

Against: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Bahrain, Burundi, 
China, Comoros, Congo, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Gabon, Greece, Grenada, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, 
Nigeria, Oman, Poland, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Arab 
Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire. 

Abstaining: Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, 
Burma, Chad, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guyana, 
India, Jamaica, Maldives, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, 
Romania, Sri Lanka, Surinam, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia. 

61. In explaining their votes before the vote on draft 
resolution A/C .5/3I /L.IO/Rev.l and Corr.l, as amended, 
most of the sponsors of the original draft resolution 
indicated that it had been amended so as to contradict its 
substance, one of the principal intentions of which was to 
defer the adoption of a new scale for two years. Conse
quently, they would vote against it. The representative of 
Poland stated if a separate vote had been taken on operative 
paragraph 2, he would have voted in favour of that 
paragraph. 

62. At the same meeting, the Committee rejected draft 
resolution A/C.5/3I /L.IO/Rev .1 and Corr.I, as amended, 
by 62 votes to 26, with 34 abstentions. 

Consideration of the draft resolution recommended 
by the Committee on Contributions 

63. At its 49th meeting, the Committee, at the request 
of Pakistan, agreed to suspend the voting on the draft 
resolution recommended by the Committee on Contribu
tions (A/31 I II, para. 59). Algeria and India then submitted 
amendments (A/C.5/31/L.35) to the draft resolution which 
called for the following changes: 

(a) The replacement, in subparagraph (a), of the words 
"years 1977, 1978 and 1979" by the words "year 1977''; 

(b) The replacement of subparagraph (b) by a new text 
reading as follows: 

[Same text as subparagraph (b) of draft resolution I C 
in paragraph 68 belowf; 

{c) The deletion of references to 1978 and 1979 in 
subparagraphs (c), {g), and {h); 

{d) The insertion of the following text as a new 
subparagraph {c) and the relettering of succeeding sub
paragraphs accordingly: 

{Same text in substance as subparagraph (c) of draft 
resolution I C in paragraph 68 below f. 

The representative of India, in introducing the amend
ments, stated that they represented the outcome of 
negotiations and consultations between Member States and 
expressed the hope that they would be adopted by 
consensus. The amendments were adopted without objec
tion. 
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64. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted, 
without objection, the draft resolution contained in para
graph 59 of the report of the Committee on Contributions 
(A/31 /II), as amended (see para. 68 below, draft reso
lution I C). 

65. The following delegations spoke in explanation of 
their vote after the vote: Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ghana, Iraq, Spain, Japan, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Philippines, Iran and Poland. The views ex
pressed by delegations are reflected in the summary record 
of the 49th meeting of the Committee (A/C.5/31/SR.49). 

Consideration of a draft resolution on the enlargement 
of the Committee on Contributions 

66. Also at the 49th meeting, in connexion with the 
decision taken by the Fifth Committee on the enlargement 
of the Committee on Contributions (see paras. 28, 37 and 
38 above), the Committee also adopted, without objection, 
a draft resolution put forward by its Chairman recom
mending to the General Assembly the amendment of rule 
158 of its rules of procedure (see para. 68 below, draft 
resolution II). 

* * * 

67. In the course of their statements, and with particular 
reference to the rates of assessment for their countries, a 
number of delegations drew attention to economic and 
social factors which, in their opinion, justified lower 
assessment rates. Those statements are reflected in the 
summary records of the Committee's discussions (A/C.S/ 
31/SR.l6, 18-20, 22-25,39-43 and 49). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

68. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Scale of assessments for the apportionment 
of the expenses of the United Nations 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 582 (VI) of 21 December 1951, 
665 (VII) of 5 December 1952, 1927 (XVIII) of II De
cember 1963, 2118 (XX) of 21 December 1965, 2961 C 
(XXVII) of 13 December 1972 and 3062 (XXVIII) of 
9 November 1973 relating to the additional recognition to 
be given to the low per capita income countries in 
calculating their rates of assessment in view of their 
economic and financial problems, 

Recalling that the capacity to pay of the countries 
recognized by the United Nations as. the least developed 
among the developing countries and those most seriously 
affected is being adversely affected, inter alia, by inflation 
and currency instability, 

Recognizing the need for reconsideration of the scale of 
assessments of the least developed countries and those most 
seriously affected in order to help them meet their 
priorities at home and to allow the adjustment necessary 
for these countries, 

Believing that the existing arrangement of assessment at 
the floor level is incompatible with the principle of capacity 
to pay, 

Believing also that the collective financial responsibility 
implies that all Member States pay at least a minimum 
percentage of the expenses of the Organization, 

1. Reaffirms that the capacity of Member States to 
contribute towards the payment of the budgetary expenses 
of the United Nations is the fundamental criterion on 
which scales of assessment are based; 

2. Decides to lower the floor for purposes of formu
lating and establishing the rates of assessment; 

3. Requests the Committee on Contributions to reflect 
this decision in formulating the coming scale of assessments 
in so far as purely practical and technical limitations in 
calculating permit, which should be understood to mean a 
minimum payment of no less than 0.01 per cent of the 
total expenses of the Organization; 

4. Also requests the Committee on Contributions to 
study urgently an~in depth ways and means of increasing 
the fairness and equity of the scale of assessments in the 
light of views expressed by Member States at the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly, in particular by: 

(a) Seeking improvements in the statistical measurement 
of the relative capacity to pay, including new or additional 
statistical indicators and criteria; 

(b) Considering the possibility of mitigating extreme 
variations in assessments between two successive scales, 
without departing essentially from the principle of the 
capacity to pay, either by increasing the statistical base 
period from three years to some longer period or by any 
other appropriate method; 

(c) Bearing in mind the fact that the capacity to pay of 
Member States may be subject to severe fluctuations in 
economic activity for a variety of reasons; 

5. Further requests the Committee on Contributions to 
embody as appropriate in subsequent reports of the 
Committee the particular justification for any significant 
increases in the assessment of any Member State between 
two successive scales; 

6. Requests the Committee on Contributions to report 
in depth on its findings to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-second session with a view to enabling the Assembly 
to consider early action on a new scale; 

7. Decides to enlarge the membership of the Committee 
on Contributions by five members, effective 1 January 
1977.5 

5 See also draft resolution II below. 
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B 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that the Committee on Contributions has 
recommended for the period 1977-1 979 increases in the 
rates of assessment of twenty-seven Member States, in
cluding sixteen developing countries, in comparison with 
the present scale, 

Taking into account the fact that the repercussions of 
inflation and currency instability which were markedly 
apparent during the period 1972-1974, the period taken as 
the base period for the formulation of the scale of 
assessments, make it difficult to determine, and in some 
cases distort, the true capacity to pay of Member States, 

Bearing in mind the fact that the capacity to pay of the 
developing countries is subject to strong cyclical variations 
owing to severe fluctuations in the production, export and 
prices of the principal commodities, 

Bearing in mind also the fact that the prices of various 
commodities have fallen sharply in the past two years by 
comparison with the prices prevailing in I 974 and that this 
has had a considerable effect on the capacity to pay of the 
developing countries which export such commodities, 

Recognizing that a substantial part of the capacity to pay 
in currency of the developing countries must be devoted to 
importing, at increasing prices, the goods and services 
required to promote their development, 

Recalling the resolutions adopted by the General As
sembly and by organs of other international organizations 
concerning the new international economic order, 

Recalling also that in various resolutions the General 
Assembly has recognized that a distinction must be made 
between developed and developing countries for the pur
poses of determining the scale of assessments, 

I. Decides to maintain for the period I 977-1979 the 
current rates of assessment of the developing countries 
whose principal export commodities have undergone a 
sharp price decline since 1974, in cases where the Com
mittee on Contributions has recommended an increase in 
the rates; 

2. Further decides that the corresponding readjustments 
in the proposed scale of assessments should not adversely 
affect the rates recommended by the Committee on 
Contributions for the developing countries. 

c 

The General Assemb(v 

Resolves that: 

(a) The scale of assessments for the contributions of 
Member States to the United Nations budget for the 
financial year 1977 shall be as follows: 

Member State 

Afghanistan ..................... . 
Albania ....................... . 
Algeria ........................ . 
Argentina ...................... . 
Australia ....................... . 
Austria ........................ . 
Bahamas ....................... . 
Bahrain ....................... . 
Bangladesh ..................... . 
Barbados ...................... . 
Belgium ....................... . 
Benin ......................... . 
Bhutan ........................ . 
Bolivia ........................ . 
Botswana ...................... . 
Brazil ......................... . 
Bulgaria ....................... . 
Burma ........................ . 
Burundi ....................... . 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ... . 
Canada ........................ . 
Cape Verde ..................... . 
Central African Empire ............. . 
Chad ......................... . 
Chile ......................... . 
China ......................... . 
Colombia ...................... . 
Comoros ....................... . 
Congo ........................ . 
Costa Rica ..................... . 
Cuba ......................... . 
Cyprus ........................ . 
Czechoslovakia .................. . 
Democratic Kampuchea ............. . 
Democratic Yemen ............... . . 
Denmark ...................... . 
Dominican Republic ............... . 
Ecuador ....................... . 
Egypt ......................... . 
El Salvador ..................... . 
Equatorial Guinea ................ . 
Ethiopia ....................... . 
Fiji .......................... . 
Finland ....................... . 
France ........................ . 
Gabon ........................ . 
Gambia ....................... . 
German Democratic Republic ......... . 
Germany, Federal Republic of ........ . 
Ghana ........................ . 
Greece ........................ . 
Grenada ....................... . 
Guatemala ..................... . 
Guinea ........................ . 
Guinea-Bissau ................... . 
Guyana ....................... . 
Haiti ......................... . 
Honduras ...................... . 
Hungary ....................... . 
Iceland ........................ . 
India ......................... . 
Indonesia ...................... . 
Iran .......................... . 

Per cent 

0.02 
0.02 
0.10 
0.83 
1.52 
0.63 
0.02 
0.02 
0.04 
0.02 
1.07 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
1.04 
0.13 
0.02 
0.02 
0.40 
2.96 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.09 
5.50 
0.11 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.13 
0.02 
0.87 
0.02 
0.02 
0.63 
0.02 
0.02 
0.08 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.41 
5.66 
0.02 
0.02 
1.35 
7.74 
0.02 
0.39 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0,02 
0.34 
0.02 
0.70 
0.14 
0.43 



Member State 

Iraq .......................... . 
Ireland ........................ . 
Israel ......................... . 
Italy ......................... . 
Ivory Coast ..................... . 
Jamaica ....................... . 
Japan ......................... . 
Jordan ........................ . 
Kenya ........................ . 
Kuw<.it ........................ . 
Lao People's Democratic Republic ...... . 
Lebanon ....................... . 
Lesotho ....................... . 
Liberia ........................ . 
Libyan Arab Republic .............. . 
Luxembourg .................... . 
Madagascar ..................... . 
Malawi ........................ . 
Malaysia ....................... . 
Maldives ....................... . 
Mali .......................... . 
Malta ......................... . 
Mauritania ..................... . 
Mauritius ...................... . 
Mexico ........................ . 
Mongolia ...................... . 
Morocco ....................... . 
Mozambique .................... . 
Nepal ......................... . 
Netherlands ..................... . 
New Zealand .................... . 
Nicaragua ...................... . 
Niger ......................... . 
Nigeria ........................ . 
Norway ....................... . 
Oman ......................... . 
Pakistan ....................... . 
Panama ....................... . 
Papua New Guinea ................ . 
Paraguay ....................... . 
Peru .......................... . 
Philippines ..................... . 
Poland ........................ . 
Portugal ....................... . 
Qatar ......................... . 
Romania ....................... . 
Rwanda ....................... . 
Sao Tome and Principe ............. . 
Saudi Arabia .................... . 
Senegal ........................ . 
Sierra Leone .................... . 
Singapore ...................... . 
Somalia ....................... . 
South Africa .................... . 
Spain ......................... . 
Sri Lanka ...................... . 
Sudan ........................ . 
Surinam ....................... . 
Swaziland ...................... . 
Sweden ....................... . 
Syrian Arab Republic .............. . 
Thailand ....................... . 
Togo ......................... . 
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Per cent 

0.10 
0.15 
0.24 
3.30 
0.02 
0.02 
8.66 
0.02 
0.02 
0.16 
O.Q2 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.17 
0.0 l 
0.02 
0.02 
0.09 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.78 
0.02 
0.05 
0.02 
0.02 
1.38 
0.28 
0.02 
0.02 
0.13 
0.43 
0.02 
0.06 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.06 
0.10 
1.40 
0.20 
0.02 
0.26 
0.02 
0.02 
0.24 
0.02 
0.02 
0.08 
0.02 
0.40 
1.53 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
1.20 
0.02 
0.10 
0.02 

Member State 

Trinidad and Tobago ............... . 
Tunisia ........................ . 
Turkey ........................ . 
Uganda ........................ . 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic ..... . 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ..... . 
United Arab Emirates .............. . 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland ................ . 
United Republic of Cameroon ........ . 
United Republic of Tanzania ......... . 
United States of America ......... . .. . 
Upper Volta .................... . 
Uruguay ....................... . 
Venezuela ...................... . 
Yemen ........................ . 
Yugoslavia ..................... . 
Zaire ......................... . 
Zambia ........................ . 

Per cent 

0.02 
0.02 
0.30 
0.02 
1.50 

11.33 
0.08 

4.44 
0.02 
0.02 

25.00 
0.02 
0.04 
0.40 
0.02 
0.38 
0.02 
0.02 

100.00 

(b) As an exception to rule 160 of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly, the scale of assessments given in 
subparagraph (a) above shall be reviewed by the Committee 
on Contributions in 1977 when a report shall be submitted 
to the Assembly for its consideration at its thirty-second 
session; 

(c) The Committee on Contributions shall draw up 
future scales of assessments, on the basis of: 

(i) The criteria contained in its report (A/31 /11 and 
Add.1); 

(ii) The additional criteria contained in resolution A 
above; 

(iii) The continuing disparity between the economies of 
developed and developing countries; 

(iv) Methods which avoid excessive variations of indi
vidual rates of assessment between two successive 
scales; 

(v) The debate under agenda item 100 in the Fifth 
Committee during the thirty-first session, especially 
the concern expressed regarding steep increases in 
the rates of individual assessments; 

(d) Notwithstanding the terms of regulation 5.5 of the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the Secretary
General shall be empowered to accept, at his discretion and 
after consultation with the Chairman of the Committee on 
Contributions, a portion of the contributions of Member 
States for the calendar year 1977 in currencies other than 
United States dollars; 

(e) For the year 1975, Cape Verde, Sao Tome and 
Principe and Mozambique, which became Members of the 
United Nations on 16 September 197 5, and Papua New 
Guinea, the Comoros and Surinam, which became Members 
of the United Nations on 10 October, 12 November and 
4 December 1975, respectively, shall contribute amounts 
equal to one ninth of 0.02 per cent; 
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(f) For the year 1976, Cape Verde, Sao Tome and 
Principe, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, the Comoros 
and Surinam shall contribute amounts equal to 0.02 per 
cent; 

(g) The contributions of the six new Member States for 
1975 and 1976 shall be applied to the same basis of 
assessment as for other Member States, except that in the 
case of appropriations approved under section II of General 
Assembly resolution 3211 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 
and under Assembly resolutions 3374 B (XXX) of 28 
November 1975 and 3374 C (XXX) of 2 December 1975 
for the financing of the United Nations Emergency Force, 
including the United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force, the contributions of those States (in accordance 
with the group of contributors to which they may be 
assigned by the Assembly) shall be calculated in proportion 
to the calendar year; 

(h) Subject to rule 160 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, States which are not Members of the 
United Nations but which participate in certain of its 
activities shall be called upon to contribute towards the 
1977 expenses of such activities on the basis of the 
following rates: 

Non-member State 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
Holy See ....................... . 
Liechtenstein .................... . 
Monaco ....................... . 
Republic of Korea ................ . 
San Marino ..................... . 
Switzerland ..................... . 
Tonga ........................ . 

Per cent 

0.05 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.13 
0.02 
0.96 
0.02 

the following countries being called upon to contribute: 

(i) To the International Court of Justice: 
Liechtenstein, 
San Marino, 
Switzerland; 

(ii) To the international control of narcotic drugs: 
Holy See, 
Liechtenstein, 
Monaco, 
Republic of Korea, 
Switzerland, 
Tonga; 

(iii) To the t:conomic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific: 
Republic of Korea; 

(iv) To the Economic Commission for Europe: 
Switzerland; 

(v) To the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development: 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Holy See, 
Liechtenstein, 
Monaco, 
Republic of Korea, 
San Marino, 
Switzerland; 

(vi) To the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization: 
Holy See, 
Liechtenstein, 
Monaco, 
Republic of Korea, 
Switzerland; 

(i) Notwithstanding the activities listed under subpara
graph (h) above, and bearing in mind the provisions of 
regulation 5.9 of the Financial Regulations of the United 
Nations, the foregoing non-member States, as well as those 
listed below, shall also contribute to the expenses of such 
other activities or conferences in which they participate at 
the rates established under the present resolution: 

Non-member State 

Nauru .................. . 
Western Samoa ............ . 

Per cent 
1976 1977 

0.02 
0.02 

0.02 
0.02 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Enlargement of the Committee on Contributions: amend
ment to rule 158 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly 

The General Assembly, 

Having decided, in paragraph 7 of resolution 31/_A 
of-December 1976,6 to enlarge the membership of the 
Committee on Contributions by five members, effective 
I January 1977, 

Decides to amend, with effect from 1 January 1977, rule 
158 of its rules of procedure to read as follows: 

"Rule 158 

"The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Com
mittee on Contributions consisting of eighteen members." 

6 See draft resolution I A above, adopted by the Assembly on 14 
December 1976 as resolution 31/95 A. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 98th plenary meeting, on 14 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I A, I B, I C and II submitted by the Fifth Comwittce in its report 
(A/31/427, para. 68). It adopted draft resolution I A by a recorded vote of 122 to none, 
with 4 abstentions. The result of the voting on draft resolution I B was 29 votes in favour, 
29 against and 66 abstentions: the draft resolution was not adopted. The Assembly then 
adopted draft resolutions I C and II. For the fmal text, see resolutions 31/95 A und B, 
and 31/96.1 

7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item I 00 that 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Document No. 

A/31/11 and Add.1 

A/31/219 and Add.! 
and 2 

A/31 /481 and 
Add. I and 2 

A/C.S/31/62 

A/C.S /31 /L.7 

A/C.5/31/L.7 /Rev.! 

A/C.S/31 /L. 7 /Rcv.2 

A/C.5/31/L.8 

A/C.S/31/L.lO 

A/C.S/31 /L.1 O/Rev.1 
and Corr.l 

A/C.5/31/L.26 

A/C.5/31/L.26/Rcv.1 

A/C.5/31/L.28 

A/C.5/31/L.29 

A/C.5/31/L.30 

A/C.S/31 /L.34 and 
Add. I 

A/C.5/31/L.35 

A/INF/31/4 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on Contributions 

Letters dated 21, 22 and 24 September 1976 from the Secretary-General 
to the President of the General Assembly concerning the States in arrears 
in the payment of their contributions 

Letters dated 13, 16 and 19 September 1977 from the Secretary-General 
to the President of the General Assembly concerning the States in arrears 
in the payment of their contributions 

Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution contained 
in document A/C.S/31 /L.10/Rev.l: note by the Secretary-General 

Nepal: draft resolutiOn 

Revised draft resolution 

Idem 

Draft resolution 

Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libyan Arab Republic, Mauritania, Nigeria, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and Venezuela: 
draft resolution 

Revised draft re~olution 

Amendment to document A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2 

Revised amendment to document A/C.5/31/L.7/Rev.2 

Amendment to document A/C.S/31/L.l0/Rev.1 and Corr.l 

Amendment to document A/C.5/31/L.26 

Amendments to document A/C.5/3l/L.10/Rev.l and Corr.1 

Draft report of the Fifth Committee 

Amendments to the draft re~olution contained in paragraph 59 of 
document A/31/11 

Collection of contributions during the period I January to 20 September 
1976: report of the Secretary-General 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 11 and 
addendum 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Replaced by A/C.S /31 /L. 7 I 
Rev.1 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/427, para. 23 

Idem, paras. 26 and 27 

1dem, para. 24 

Replaced by A/C.5/31/L.10/ 
Rev.1 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/427, para. 25 

Idem, para. 27 

Idem, para. 30 

1dem, para. 44 

1dem, para. 28 

1dem, para. 45 

For the text of these documents 
as amended by the Fifth Com
mittee at its 49th meeting, sec 
A/31/427 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/427, para. 63 

Mimeographed 

76·36606-December 1977-2,000 
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(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

DOCUMENT A/31/311 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 22nd meeting, on 3 November 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Seetetary-General 
(A/31/127) concerning the vacancies which would occur in 
the membership of the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions as a result of the expira-

f Original: English/ 
{9 November 1976/ 

tion on 31 December 1976 of the terms of office of four of 
its members. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to submit the names of persons who might be 
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recommended to the General Assembly for appointment to 
the Advisory Committee, in accordance with rules 155 and 
156 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 
Four names were submitted for the consideration of the 
Committee (see A/C.S/31 /38). 

3. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Fifth Com
mittee decided, without objection, to dispense with the 
secret ballot in view of the fact that there was no contest 
since there were four candidates for the four vacancies. 

4. The Committee then decided, by acclamation, to 
recommend Mr. A. Abraszewski {Poland), Mr. C. S. M. 
Mselle (United Republic of Tanzania), Mr. T. Ouattara 
{Ivory Coast) and Mr. C. R. Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago) 
to the General Assembly for appointment as members of 
the Advisory Committee for a three-year term beginning on 
1 January 1977. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions 

The General Assembly 

Appoints the following persons as members of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
1977: 

Mr. Andrzej Abraszewski, 
Mr. C. S.M. Mselle, 
Mr. Tieba Ouattara, 
Mr. Christopher R. Thomas. 

(b) Committee on Contributions 

DOCUMENT A/31/312 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/31 I 128) concerning the vacancies arising in the Com
mittee on Contributions as a result of the expiration on 31 
December 1976 of the terms of office of three of its 
members. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to suggest the names of persons who might be 
recommended to the General Assembly for appointment to 
the Committee on Contributions, in accordance with the 
provisions of rules 158 and 159 of the rules of procedure of 
the Assembly, to fill the three vacancies occurring in the 
membership of the Committee as a result of the normal 
expiration of terms of office. Four names were submitted 
for the consideration of the Committee (see A/C.S/31/97). 
One person subsequently withdrew his candidacy for one of 
those vacancies and entered his name instead for one of the 
vacancies arising from the expansion of the Committee. 

3. Upon the proposal of the Chairman, the Fifth 
Committee decided, without objection, to dispense with 
the secret ballot in view of the fact that there was no 
contest since there were three candidates for three va
cancies. 

4. The Fifth Committee then decided by acclamation to 
recommend Mr. R. V. Hennes (United States of America), 
Mr. J. Kato (Japan) and Mr. D. Serbllnescu (Romania) to 
the General Assembly for appointment as members of the 
Committee on Contributions for a three-year term com
mencing I January 1977 (see para. 11 below, draft reso
lution A). 

[Original: English/ 
[21 December 1976/ 

5. At the same meeting, pursuant to the decision taken 
by the General Assembly in resolution 31 /96 of 14 
December 1976 under which the membership of the 
Committee on Contributions was increased from 13 to 18, 
the members of the Fifth Committee had been invited to 
suggest the names of persons who might be recommended 
to the Assembly for appointment to the Committee on 
Contributions in accordance with the provisions of rules 
158, as amended, and 159 of the rules of procedure. Six 
names were submitted for the consideration of the Com
mittee (see A/C.5/31/97). Subsequently, one of the persons 
named withdrew his candidacy and two other persons were 
added to the list of candidates. 

6. The Fifth Committee voted by secret ballot to decide 
on its recommendations. The result of the voting was as 
follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 
Invalid ballots: 
Number of valid ballots: 
Abstentions: 
Number of members voting: 
Required majority: 

Number of votes obtained: 

109 
1 

108 
2 

106 
54 

Mr. Gbadebo Oladeinde George . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 
Mr. Talib El-Shibib . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 
Mr. Bernal Vargas Saborio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Mr. Wilfried Koschorreck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 
Mr. Euthimios Stoforopoulos . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 
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Mr. Jagdish P. Sharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 
Mr. Vaclav Tylner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Seven other persons received a total of I 0 votes. 

7. The Fifth Committee decided to recommend that 
Mr. El-Shibib (Iraq), Mr. George (Nigeria), Mr. Koschorreck 
(Federal Republic of Germany), Mr. Stoforopoulos 
(Greece) and Mr. Vargas Saborio (Costa Rica), having 
received the required majority, be appointed as members of 
the Committee on Contributions. 

8. The Committee then proceeded to decide by lot 
which of the five persons recommended for appointment 
should serve for the normal period of three years, b~ginning 
on 1 January 1977, which should serve for a period of two 
years and which should serve for only one year. 

9. As a result of this procedure, Mr. El-Shibib, 
Mr. George and Mr. Stoforopoulos have been recommended 
for a three-year term, Mr. Koschorreck for a two-year term 
and Mr. Vargas Saborfo for a one-term term (see para. II 
below, draft resolution B). 

I 0. Comments expressed by some delegations with 
respect to the foregoing are reflected in the summary 
record of the meeting of the Committee (A/C.S/31/SR.57). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

11. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

Appointments to fill vacimcies in the membership 
of the Committee on Contributions 

A 

The General Assembly 

Appoints the following persons as members of the 
Committee on Contributions for a three-year term be
ginning on 1 January 1977: 

Mr. Richard V. Hennes, 
Mr. Junpei Kato, 
Mr. Dra~o~ Serbanescu. 

The General Assembly 

B 

I. Appoints the following persons as members of the 
Committee on Contributions for a three-year term be
ginningon 1 January 1977: 

Mr. Talib El-Shibib, 
Mr. Gbadebo Oladeinde George, 
Mr. Euthimios Stoforopoulos; 

2. Appoints the following person as a member of the 
Committee on Contributions for a two-year period be
!!inning on I January 1977: 

Mr. Wilfried Koschorreck; 

3. Appoints the following person as a member of the 
Committee on Contributions for a one-year term beginning 
on 1 January 1977: 

Mr. Bernal Vargas Saborio. 

(c) Board of Auditors 

DOCUMENT A/31/313 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 28th meeting, on 12 November 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/31 I 129) concerning the vacancy in the membership of 
the Board of Auditors which would occur as a result of the 
expiration of the term of office of one of its members on 
30 June 1977. 

2. The members of the Committee were invited to make 
suggestions in regard to the country whose Auditor-General 
(or officer holding the equivalent title) might be recom
mended to the General Assembly for appointment as a 
member of the Board of Auditors. The Government of 
Canada proposed the Auditor-General of Canada to fill the 
vacancy (see A/C.S/31/46). 

3. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Committee 
decided, without objection, to dispense with the secret 
ballot in view of the fact that there was no contest, there 
being one candidate for one vacancy. 

[Original: English} 
[ 17 November 1976} 

4. The Committee then decided, by acclamation, to 
recommend the Auditor-General of Canada for appoint
ment as a member of the Board of Auditors for a further 
three-year period beginning on 1 July 1977. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Appointment to fill a vacancy in the membership of the 
Board of Auditors 

The General Assembly 

Appoints the Auditor-General of Canada as a member of 
the Board of Auditors for a three-year term beginning on 
1 July 1977. 
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(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointments made bv the Secretary-General 

DOCUMENT A/31/314 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. Pursuant to the decision to amend article 20 of the 
Regulations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund,! which provides for an increase from 6 to 9 in the 
membership of its Investments Committee, and following 
the consultations required by article 20 with the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board and the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the 
Secretary-General appointed and requested confirmation of 
the following persons as members of the Investments 
Committee (see A/C.S/31/99); one was a reappointment on 
expiration of his term of office on 31 December 1976, and 
the three others would be new members. Their terms of 
office would be the following: 

For three-year terms of office, beginning on 1 January 
1977 
Mr. B. K. Nehru (reappointment), 
Mr. Aloysio de Andrade Faria, 
Mr. Stanislaw Raczkowski; 

For a two-year term of office, beginning on 1 January 
1977 
Mr. Toshio Shishido. 

2. At its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, the Fifth 
Committee decided, without objection, to recommend to 
the General Assembly that it confirm the appointment of 

1 See resolution 31/196, section 11, adopted by the General 
Assembly on 21 December 1976, on the recommendation of the 
Fifth Committee. 

[Original: English} 
[21 December 1976/ 

Mr. Faria, Mr. Nehru and Mr. Raczkowski for a three-year 
term beginning on 1 January 1977 and of Mr. Shishido for 
a two-year term beginning on 1 January 1977 (see para. 3 
below). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

3. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Confirmation of the appointments made by the Secretary
General to fill vacancies in the membership of the 
Investments Committee 

The General Assembly 

1. Confirms the appointment by the Secretary-General 
of the following persons as members of the Investments 
Committee for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
1977: 

Mr. Aloysio de Andrade Faria, 
Mr. B. K. Nehru, 
Mr. Stanislaw Raczkowski; 

2. Confirms the appointment by the Secretary-General 
of the following person as a member of the Investments 
Committee for a two-year term beginning on 1 January 
1977: 

Mr. Toshio Shishido. 

(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal 

DOCUMENT A/31/315 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

1. At its 19th meeting, on 29 October 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary -General 
( A/31/131 and Corr.l) concerning the vacancies which 
would occur in the membership of the United Nations 
Administrative Tribunal as a result of the expiration on 31 
December 1976 of the terms of office of three of its 
members. 

2. The members of the Committee had been invited to 
submit the names of persons who might be recommended 
to the General Assembly for appointment to the Adminis
trative Tribunal, in accordance with the provisions of 

[Original: English} 
[3 November 1976} 

article 3, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Statute of the Tribunal 
(General Assembly resolution 351 A (IV)). Three names 
were submitted to the Committee (see A/C.S/31/32). 

3. The Committee voted by secret ballot to decide on its 
recommendations. The result of the voting was as follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 93 
Invalid ballots: 0 
Number of valid ballots: 93 
Abstentions: 0 
Number of members voting: 93 
Required majority: 47 



Agenda item 101 5 

Number of votes obtained: 
Mr. M utuale Tshikankie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 
Mrs. Paul Bastid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
Mr. R. Venkataraman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Six other persons received one vote each. 

4. The Committee decided to recommend that 
Mrs. Bastid (France), Mr. Mutuale Tshikankie (Zaire) and 
Mr. Venkataraman (India), having received the required 
majority, be appointed as members of the Administrative 
Tribunal for a three-year-term beginning on I January 
I977. 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Appointments to fill )lacancies in the membership of the 
United Nations Administrative Tribunal 

The General Assembly 

Appoints the following persons as members of the United 
Nations Administrative Tribunal for a three-year term 
beginning on I January I977: 

Mrs. Paul Bastid, 
Mr. Mutuale Tshikankie, 
Mr. R. Venkataraman. 

(j) International Civil Service Commission 

DOCUMENT A/31/316 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 46th meeting, on l 0 December 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/31 /132/Rev.l) concerning the vacancies which would 
occur in the membership of the International Civil Service 
Commission as a result of the expiration on 31 December 
1976 of the terms of office of five of its members. 

2. In compliance with the procedure set forth in 
article 4 of the statute of the Commission, the Secretary
General carried out the prescribed consultations, as a result 
of which he proposed (A/C.S/31/75, para. 4) that the Fifth 
Committee recommend to the General Assembly that it 
appoint the following persons as members of the Inter
national Civil Service Commission for terms of office of 
four years, beginning on I January 1977: Mr. Amjad Ali 
(Pakistan), Mr. Michael 0. Ani (Nigeria), Mr. Anatoly 
Semenovich Chistyakov (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics), Mr. P. N. Haksar (India), and Mrs. Halima 
Warzazi (Morocco). 

3. The Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to 
recommend to the General Assembly that it appoint 

I Original: English] 
116 December 1976/ 

Mr. Ali, Mr. Ani, Mr. Chistyakov, Mr. Haksar and 
Mrs. Warzazi as members of the International Civil Service 
Commission for terms of office of four years, beginning on 
I January 1977 (see para. 4 below). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

4. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership 
of the International Ovil Service Commission 

The General Assembly 

Appoints the following persons as members of the 
International Civil Service Commission for a four-year term 
beginning on l January 1977: 

Mr. Amjad Ali, 
Mr. Michael 0. Ani, 
Mr. Anatoly Semenovich Chistyakov, 
Mr. P. N. Haksar, 
Mrs. Halima Warzazi. 

(g) United Nations Staff Pension Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31 /317 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

I. At its 57th meeting, on 20 December 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered a note by the Secretary-General 
(A/3I/l33) concerning the vacancies which would occur in 
the membership of the United Nations Staff Pension 
Committee as a result of the expiration of the terms of 

I Original: English] 
121 December 1976] 

office of three of its members and three alternate members 
as at 31 December 1976. 

2. The members of the Fifth Committee had been 
invited to suggest the names of persons who might be 
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recommended to the General Assembly for appointment to 
the Pension Committee. The Secretary-General received 
nominations from seven Governments (see A/C.S/31/98), 
one of which was subsequently withdrawn. 

Mr. Kuttner (United States of America), Mr. Marpaung 
(Indonesia) and Mr. Rudolf Schmidt (Federal Republic of 
Germany) for appointment as alternate members of the 
Pension Committee for a three-year term beginning on 
1 January 1977 (see para. 6 below). 

3. The Committee voted by secret ballot to decide on its 
recommendations. The result of the voting was as follows: 

Number of ballot papers: 
Invalid ballots: 
Number of valid ballots: 
Abstentions: 
Number of members voting: 
Required majority: 

Number of votes obtained: 

102 
2 

100 
1 

99 
50 

Mr. Mario Majoli . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 
Mr. Ernesto Garrido . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
Mr. Michael G. Okeyo ..... . ............ 62 
Mr. Sol Kuttner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Mr. August Marpaung . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Two other persons received 1 vote each. 

4. The Committee decided to recommend that 
Mr. Garrido (Philippines), Mr. Majoli (Italy) and Mr. Okeyo 
(Kenya), having received the required majority, be ap
pointed as members of the United Nations Staff Pension 
Committee for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 
1977. 

5. The Committee then decided, by acclamation, to 
recommend the three remaining candidates, that is, 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

6. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership 
of the United Natiuns Staff Pension Committee 

The General Assembly 

1. Appoints the following persons as members of the 
United Nations Staff Pension Committee for a three-year 
term beginning on 1 January 1977: 

Mr. Ernesto Garrido, 
Mr. Mario Majoli, 
Mr. Michael G. Okeyo; 

2. Appoints the following persons as alternate members 
of the United Nations Staff Pension Committee for a 
three-year term beginning on 1 January 1977: 

Mr. Sol Kuttner, 
Mr. August Marpaung, 
Mr. Rudolf Schmidt. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
At its 81 st plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 

the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/311, para. 5). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/23.2 
(b) Committee on Contributions 

At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions A and B submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/312, 
para. 11 ). It adopted draft resolution A without objection and draft resolution B by 119 
votes to 12. For the final text, see resolutions 31/198 A and 8.2 
(c) Board of Auditors 

At its 81st plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/313, para. 5). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/24.2 
(d) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointments made by the Secretary

General 
At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 

the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/314, para. 3). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/199.2 
(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal 

At its 81 st plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/315, para. 5). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/25.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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(f) International Ovi/ Service Commission 
At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 

the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/316, para. 4). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/200.2 
(g) United Nations Staff Pension Committee 

At its 1 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31 /317, para. 6). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/201.2 
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Introduction 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Personnel ques
tions: (a) Composition of the Secretariat: report of the 

[Original. ·~:.,~nglish/ 
[26 Novembeii976] 

Secretary-General; (b) Other personnel questions: report of 
the Secretary-General" and to allocate it to the Fifth 
Committee. 

2. The Committee considered the item at its 3rd to 6th, 
8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 22nd, 28th, 30th, 32nd a11d 
33rd meetings, held from 1 October to 19 Novemb.er 1976. 

I. Composition of the Secretariat 

A. DOCUMENTATION BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 

3. For its consideration of subitem (a), lhe Committ<'e 
had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the 
composition of the Secretariat (A/31 /1 'i4 and C''m .. 2) and 
the customary list showing, by offce, deo:n tment and 
organizational unit, the name, funcuonal title, nationality 
and salary level of all staff members 0f the United Nations 
Secretariat (A/C.5/31/L.2). 

4. In his report, the Secretary-Genen:tl dealt with the 
system of desirable ranges of posts applied to gauge t~e 
equitable geographical distribution of the staff. The r,n7thod 
followed in calculating those ranges-which was basel! on 
the three factors of membership in the Organization, 
population and contribution to the budget--had, over the 
years, produced several anomalies. The Secretary-General 
therefore proposed the introduction of a method which 
would remove irregularities in the sizes of the ranges and 
provide for a constant flexibility. Furthermore, the Secre-

Annexes (XXXI) 102 

·. ' . •' ......... 
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tary-General proposed that the desirable range for Member 
States with the minimum assessed contribution to the 
budget should be 2 to 7. 

5. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 3417 (XXX) 
of 8 December 1975, the report included information on 
the recruitment of candidates from unrepresented or 
under-represented countries and on the geographical dis
tribution of the staff at the senior level. It also provided 
data on the composition of the staff by age. 

6. On the question of the employment of women in the 
Secretariat, the Secretary-General outlined the measures 
taken to achieve an equitable balance between men and 
women at all levels in the Secretariat. Efforts were also 
being made to improve the conditions of service, training 
and career development for women staff members. 

7. The report contained three recommendations for the 
consideration of the General Assembly. The first recom
mendation was that the Assembly should adopt the 
proposed new method of establishing the desirable ranges 
of Member States. The second recommendation was that 
the desirable range of Member States with the minimum 
assessment in the apportiOnment of the expenses of the 
United Nations should be increased to 2 to 7. The last 
recommendation was that the method of determining the 
population factor should remain unchanged until the next 
review of the scale of assessments. 

B. DISCUSSION 

8. The discussion under subitem (a) covered the fol
lowing subjects: 

(a) Geographical and age distribution of the staff; 

(b) New method for calculating desirable ranges pro
posed by the Secretary-General in his report; 

(c) Employment of women in the Secretariat. 

I. Geographical and age distribution 

9. Several representatives noted that, although the priv
ileged position of some countries in the Secretariat had 
been reduced, there was much to be done to achieve an 
equitable geographical composition of 1ts staff. A number 
of cuuntries and two regions, those of Asia and the Far East 
and of Eastern Europe, continued to be under-represented, 
whtlc 22 Member States were not represented at all in the 
Secretariat. Some delegJtions stressed that, in spite of that 
:,till unsatisfactory situation, I 05 of the 292 staff members 
who had been recruited to posts subject to geographical 
distnbution during the previous year were from over-repre
sentcJ countries. Furthermore, 61.4 per cent of all posts 
,llbJect to geographiCal distributiOn were held by staff 
members with permanent appointments, while the con
trach of ~ nun.ber of staff who had reached retirement age 
had been extended. Swh practices prevented the employ
Jlll'"· u! many wcli-Ljualtftcd Landidates from unrepresented 
,,nJ L'J::ier-rcp;~senl ,1 countries all over the world. They 
'l!Ped , VJgona:s lfll[Ji·:mentatiun of General Assembly 
,e:>dlullu,· .l..fj l B (XXX). It \.~:.; ;,ug~c'Sl~d that the llC>..t 
repm t ;_ , _v th.: St•cretary-General ~hould hst s.::raratch all 

under-represented and over-represented countries, with the 
related recruitment figures. 

10. Wh1le certain delegations favoured a simple reduc
tion in the recruitment from over-represented countries, 
others believed that it should be stopped altogether. A 
number of representatives felt that the geographical com
position of the Secretariat would also be improved by 
favouring the use of fixed-term rather than permanent 
appointments, most of which were currently held by staff 
members from over-represented countries. An increase in 
fixed-term appointments would bring about a continuous 
inflow of new talent and a better composition of the 
Secretariat by age and sex. Moreover, it would make it 
easier for developing countries to benefit from the ex
perience gained by their nationals who, after serving with 
the Organization, would return to their civil services. Thus, 
some delegations proposed the discontinuation of the use 
of permanent appointments, while one representative felt 
that they should constitute only one third of all contracts. 
Finally, a number of delegations believed that the appoint
ments of staff members who had reached pensionable age 
should not be extended. One representative requested that 
the next report of the Secretary-General contain infor
mation on the natwnality and level of staff members who, 
having reached retirement age, had left the service, and of 
those whose services had been extended. 

11. A number of representatives felt that not enough 
effort had been made to implement General Assembly 
resolution 3417 A (XXX) on the recruitment of nationals 
of developing countries for senior posts in the Secretariat. 
It was noted that 151 of the 317 senior posts subject to 
geographical distribution were still occupied by nationals of 
Western European and two North American countries. 
Attention was drawn to a decision of the Fifth Committee I 
approved by the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth 
session2 that no post in the Secretariat should be con
sidered as the exclusive preserve of any individual Member 
State or any regwn. At the request of one delegation, the 
Secretariat provided the Committee with a breakdown of 
staff at the senior level who had been separated from 
service during the previous two years showing the1r nation
ality and the nationality of their replacements. Further 
questions were raised on the specific personnel policies and 
pract1ces applied in evaluating candidates from developing 
countnes, the number of nationals of developing countries 
who had been considered for senior posts, and the number 
of posts that would become vacant m the next 12 months 
as a result of retirement and cxpiratwn of contracts. One 
delegation wanted a system to be introduced by winch all 
developing countries which were unrepresented or under
represented at the senior level would be systematically 
notified uf all1mpendmg vacancies and consulted about the 
possibility of presenting candidates. 

12. The Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Ser
vices said that the procedure followed when there was a 
vacancy at the Professional level or above involved first 
determining in advance whether there was a suitable 

I Ojficial Records of the General A ssemhly, Tl<'etlty-ninth Ses
sion, Annexes, agenda Item l\ I, docunwnt A/99HIJ, para. 45 (h). 

2 fb1d., Twemy-nin111 Se.\SlO/l, Supplement iVa. J I ,md corri
g~ndum, p. L\9, Jh'lll ~~- p:ua. (b). 
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candidate inside the Orgamzation. When it was not possible 
to fill the post from inside, the roster of candidates was 
examined to determine whether there was a qualified 
candidate from an umepresented or under-represented 
country or a candidate from a group to which the General 
Assembly had directed the Secretary-General to give pre
ference. If no candidates were available from the roster, a 
vacancy notice was issued and transmitted simultaneously 
to all delegatiOns, With a deadline for the receipt of 
applications. No appointment action could precede that 
date. The Office of Personnel Services intended to continue 
to follow that procedure in the future, but he considered 
that it would be useful, in the next report of the 
Secretary-General on the composition of the Secretariat, to 
provide information on the posts occupied on 30 June 
1977 by staff members who had reached the age of 
retirement or who would reach that age in the course of the 
following year. 

13. Several representatives believed that a truly mde
pendent international civil service responsive to the needs 
of the international community had to be, first and 
foremost, competent. effiCient and highly motivated. They 
stressed that geographical desirable ranges should not 
become a more significant selection critenon than profes
sional suitability and considered that seemingly conflicting 
considerations of geography and personal competence 
could and musCbe reconciled. They upheld the necessity of 
a clear career structure in the international civil service, 
which should be established with minimum interference by 
national interests and maximum flexibility of choice. Thus, 
they opposed the view expressed by some delegations that 
the consent of Member States should always be asked 
before one of their nationals was appointed to work in the 
Secretariat. One delegation wished to see a reversal of the 
trend towards filling more and more high-ranking posts by 
outside appointments. 

14. One representative emphasized that the fact that a 
political organization such as the United Nations was 
naturally subjected to intense pressures from Member 
States concerning recruitment of their nationals did not 
excuse the Secretary-General from fully complying with his 
paramount obligatwn under Article 101, paragraph 3, of 
the Charter of the United Nations. Member States should, 
on their part, put forward only well-qualified candidates. 
The Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Services 
indicated that the Secretary-General attached the highest 
importance to Article I 01, paragraph 3. of the Charter, 
which he regarded as the primary basis for the establish
ment and strengthening of a truly independent inter
national civil service. The Secretary-General had never 
considered that the principle of equitable geographical 
distnbution of staff conflicted with the requirement con
cerning the efficiency, competence and integrity of the 
Secretariat. As a consequence of the very high standards 
which had been set for the recruitment of staff, over 98 per 
cent of all Professionals recruited during the previous year 
had at least a first-level university education-a bachelor's 
degree or equivalent. More than 51 per cent had acquired a 
second-level degree, equivalent to an M.A., and 34 per cent 
had been awarded a third-level degree, equivalent to the 
Ph.D. In addition to their professional experience, 73 per 
cent of the new Professional recruits had at least a good 
working knowledge of two or more of the offiCial Ian-

guages. The Committee was provided with further infor
mation on the characteristics of candidates recommended 
for appointment to posts subject to geographical distribu
tion between 1 July I n5 and 30 June 1976. 

15. Several delegations felt that the Secretariat con
tinued to be an averaged and still aging organization. Over 
450 of the 2,616 staff members in posts subject tc' 
geographical distribution were 55 years of age or older. It 
was also noted that the average age of appointees to JLmior 
posts was excessively high and that the Organization was 
losing something very important by not employing enough 
young people who were full of new ideas and enthusiasm. 
One representative hoped that, in the future, the Com
mittee would be provided with data on the age of 
appointees to posts subject to geographical distribution- by 
nationality and level. The Assistant Secretary-General for 
Personnel Services said that the educatwnal and experience 
qualifications required of all Professional staff were such as 
to make it difficult to find many candidates, even for 
entrance level (P-1 and P-2) posts, who were younger than 
their late twenties or early thirties. 

16. Information was requested on the implementation 
of a decision of the Fifth Committee3 approved by the 
General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session2 concerning 
the flexible application of language requirements for the 
promotion of staff at levels P-1 to D-2. The Assistant 
Secretary-General for Personnel Services said that, since the 
decision referred to the continuation of a policy which was 
already being followed at that time, he had seen no reason 
to change the text of a memorandum that he addressed 
every year to the heads of departments on their recommen
dations for promotion of staff. He assured the Committee, 
however, that the members of the Appointment and 
Promotion Board were made aware of all relevant decisions 
taken by the Fifth Committee. He would ensure that heads 
of departments were also fully informed. The representative 
who had asked for those clarifications expressed the 
dissatisfaction of his delegation with the procedure which 
had been followed in the past and hoped that the 
above-mentioned decision of the Fifth Committee would be 
reflected in future procedures. 

2. New desirable ranges 

17- The adoption of the new method for calculating the 
desirable range of posts for Member States, as set out in the 
Secretary-General's report, was generally welcomed. The 
proposed system, while having the advantage of greater 
simplicity, safeguarded the basic objectives intended by the 
General Assembly. Some representatives, however, felt that 
the establishment of a single figure, instead of a range, for 
each Member State, would serve even better the aim of 
achieving an equitable geographical distribution of the staff. 
Others expressed the view that a larger number of Secre
tariat posts should be subject to that principle. Two 
delegations also believed that Member States should be 
divided into five rather than seven geographical regions. 

18. A number of representatives endorsed an increase to 
2 to 7 of the desirable range of posts for Member States 

3 Ibid., Twenty-ninth Sesswn, Annexes, agenda Item 81, docu
ment A/9980, para. 47. 
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with the minimum assessment in the apport10nment of the 
expenses of the United N3tions. Some delegations found 
that rruposal difficult, because it would raise the relative 
wc1ght of the membership factor at the expense of the 
factor of contribution to the budget. However. they would 
not object to it provided that no further mcrease in the 
111emhership factor was foreseen. While it was generally 
agreed that the population factor should. for the time 
being, remain unchanged, a few representatives favoured its 
decrease while others favoured its mcrease. 

1Y. Some delegations felt that. even 1f the change in the 
membership factor were to be adopted. too much weight 
would still be given to the factor of contribution. which 
continued to be the real determinant in Professional staff 
representation, particularly in the higher echelons of the 
Secretariat. They believed that a ceiling of 50 per cent of all 
posts should be established for the contribution factor. The 
view was :.dso expressed that. 111 the long run. every Member 
State should be represented m the Secretariat by a 
minimum of 12 Professional staff members. One delegatJOn 
cons1dered that the contribution factor should have no 
more effect on the distribution of posts than it did on the 
votmg rights of the equal and sovereign States Members. 

20. One representative noted that, smce no reason 
whatsoever had been given for a sharp increase of the 
membership factor from I to 6 to 2 to 7, it could not 
accept it. Such an increase, together w1th the unjustifiably 
high level of the populat10n factor and the continuous 
addition of new Member States to the United Nations, 
would contribute to the progressive watering-down of the 
percentage entitlement of the larger contributors. The 
Secretary-General should have offered additional options, 
including one providing for retention of the current weight 
of the three factors and another providing for preservation 
of the current weight of the membership factor and a 
reduction in the weight of the population factor. The 
Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Services indicated 
that changes in the system of desirable ranges were part of 
continued efforts to assure that more than a token number 
of staff from all Member States would be recruited. He 
believed that those initiatives responded to the views 
expressed on the membership factor during previous de
bates 111 the Fifth Committee. 

3. Employment of women 

21. Several delegatwns expressed the VIew that, during 
the previous year. there had been some improvement in the 
recruitment of women. It was felt, however, that the 
over-all 1 per cent increase m the number of women 
Professionals in the Secretariat was not enough, and that 
the situation was even less satisfactory w1th regard to their 
representation in senior and decision-making posts. One 
representative noted that. according to General Assembly 
resolution 3416 (XXX) of 8 December 1975, during 1976 
the Secretary-General should have made every effort to 
recnnt 65 women to posts subject to geographical distnbu
tion. In the first six months of that year. however. only 18 
women had been appointed to such posts. Another dele
gation pointed out that, during the previous year, no 
African women had been recruited. Much more dctermi
natJon was therefore needed to actually achieve a better 
balance between the sexes in the Secretariat. The Secre-

tarv-General's intention to attract more women to work for 
th; Organization could be further publicized by the United 
Nations information centres by means of a co-ordinated 
campaign to be worked out by the Office of Personnel 
Services and the Office of Public Information. Member 
States should also support the Secretary-General's efforts 
by subm1tting more women among their candidates for 
recruitment. In order to have a clearer picture of the 
situation, it was suggested that the Secretary-General's next 
report should indicate the net increase in their number by 
takmg into account not just recruitment figures, but also 
the number of women whose service with the Organization 
had ended. The Secretariat provided the Committee with 
that information for the period from 1 July 1975 to 30 
June 1976 and with other recent data on the recruitment of 
women to Professional posts. 

2 2. Some delegations felt that, whatever action was 
decided upon in order to increase the number of women in 
the Secretariat, it should be taken within the framework of 
the principle of equitable geographical distribution. The 
maJor efforts should therefore be directed towards the 
recruitment of women from unrepresented or under-repre
sented countnes. It was also noted that all those initiatives 
should not imply the establishment of any mathematical 
ratio between men and women staff members. 

23. As regards the conditions of service of women in the 
Secretariat, some delegations stressed the need for equal 
opportunities in career and promotion. The fact that the 
D-1 (Principal Officer) promotion register for 1976 con
tained only men indicated that the situation was still 
unsatisfactory. Several representatives expressed their in
terest in the actions recommended by the Joint Advisory 
Committee of the Secretariat in order to eliminate all 
possible discrimmation based on sex. They supported the 
proposal of appointing an ombudsman or a panel of the 
same nature to deal with the complaints and grievances of 
staff who felt that they had been discriminated against 
because of their sex or for any other reason not related to 
their service. A few delegations had some reservations about 
that initiative. It was pointed out that in the Secretariat 
there were already consultative and appeal bodies as well as 
groups representing the interests of the staff_ Some repre
sentatives wished to know more about the other measures 
proposed by the Joint Advisory Committee which had been 
accepted by the Secretary-General. Among the various steps 
that could be taken to improve the status of women in the 
Secretariat were facilitating the employment-either within 
or outside the Organization-of the spouse who was not a 
staff member, establishment of day-care centres for the 
children of staff members, and increased access of women 
to staff development training programmes. 

24. The Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Serv
ices stated that, in the current circumstances, such a 
day-care centre could not be set up in New York for the 
benefit of the staff without very considerable subventions 
from the Organization. He also said that none of the 
recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Group on Equal 
Rights for Women, a self-organized group of staff members 
concerned with the status of women in the Secretariat, or 
by the Joint Advisory Committee, had been rejected by the 
Secretary-General. However, those recommendations had to 
be seen m the light of the relevant decisions of the General 
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Assembly. He added that a statement of policy on the 
employment of women in the Secretariat would be issued 
in a bulletin to the staff and automatically distributed to 
the missions of all Member States. 

C. PROPOSALS AND VOTING 

25. At the 30th meeting of the Committee, the repre
sentative of Trinidad and Tobago introduced a revised 
version (A/C.5/31/L.l1/Rev.I) of the draft resolution 
(A/C.5/31/L11) which he had submitted to the Committee 
at its 28th meeting. The revised draft resolution, which had 
the same sponsors-India, Iran and Trinidad and Tobago 
read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [same text as draft resolution I in paragraph 51 
below, with the exception of operative paragraphs ] and 
7 which read as follows: 

"2. Reaffirms its request to the Secretary-General to 
take effective measures either by recruitment or pro
motion or both to implement resolution 3417 A (XXX) 
to increase the number of staff from developing countries 
in senior and policy-making posts in the Secretariat so as 
to ensure their appropriate representation at those 
levels;" 

"7. Further requests the Secretary-General to appoint 
as soon as possible an ombudsman or panel to investigate 
allegations of discriminatory treatment and to recom
mend appropriate action;")." 

26. At the same meeting, the representative of Barbados 
introduced an amendment (A/C.5/31/L18), which would 
replace subparagraph (b) of operative paragraph I of the 
draft resolution by the following text: 

"(b) A new desirable range of 2 to 8, with 5 as the 
number representing the mid-point and a flexibility of 15 
per cent, for Member States with the minimum assess
ment in the apportionment of United Nations expenses, 
thus providing for a wider distribution of posts in the 
Secretariat".4 

27. The representative of Greece proposed that the word 
"all" be added before the words "developing countries" in 
operative paragraph 2, so as to make it clear that Greece 
and other similar countries would not be excluded for the 
purposes of that paragraph, since the economic structure 
and degree of industrialization of those countries were such 
that they shared the problems and concerns of members of 
the Group of 77. 

28. The representative of the Upper Volta proposed the 
deletion of the words "an ombudsman or" and the 
insertion of the article "a" before the word "panel" in 
operative paragraph 7 of the draft resolution. 

29. At the same meeting, the sponsors indicated that 
they wanted the Committee to decide on the amendment 

4 At the request of one delegatiOn, the Scer~tariat provided the 
Committee with information on the consequences that the adoption 
of that amendment would have on the calculatiOn of the desuable 
ranges for Member States. 

submitted by Barbados. They accepted the amendment 
proposed hy the representative of Greece JS interpreted by 
him. 

30. At the 32nd meeting, the representative of Iran 
introduced~~ second rev1sed text (A/C.5/31/L.11/Rev.2)of 
the draft resolution (see para. 52 below, draft resolution I) 
which, inter alia, incorporated the amendments by Greece 
and the Upper Volta. He announced that the Bahamas and 
Nicaragua had JOined the sponsors. 

31. The Director of the Budget Division said that the 
provisions of paragraph 7 of the revised draft resolution 
would reqUJre the ~stablishmcnt of a G4 post, the financial 
Implications of which would be about $14,000. The 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
Jnd Budgetary Questions ~tated that it had decided not to 
recommend that additwnal appropnatwn, since there were 
already more General Service staff than Professionals in the 
Office of Personnel Services. A secretary for the panel 
should be found among the existing staff. 

32. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines proposed that, in operative paragraph 7 of the 
draft resolution, the words "against women" be inserted 
after the word "treatment" and the word "appropriate" be 
replaced by the word ''remedial". 

33. At the same meeting, the representatives of Bar
bados and the Philippines withdrew their amendments. The 
representative of the United States of America asked for a 
separate vote on operative paragraph 2 of the draft reso· 
lution. 

34. The Committee then voted on the draft resolution 
(A/C.5/31/L.11/l~ev.2) as follov,s: 

(a) Operative paragraph 2 was adopted by 80 votes to 7, 
with 16 abstentions: 

(b) The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by 95 
votes to none. wttb 6 abstentions (see para. 52 below, draft 
resolution I). 

II. Other personnel questions 

A. DOCUMENTATION BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 

35. For its consideration of ~ubitem (b), the Committee 
had before it the following documents 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.S/31/4) on the 
amendments made to the Staff Rules during the period 
from I July 1975 to 30 June 1976: 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General ( A/C .5/31/9) on the 
1971 report of the Jomt Inspection Unit on personnel 
p10blems in the United Natiom :md maJor recommen· 
dat]()llS of the Administrative Manag~ment Service: 5 

(c) Note by th~ Secretary-General ( A/31/264 and Corr .I ) 
transmitting to the General Assembly a report by the Joi!lt 



6 General Assembly- Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

Inspection Unit on the implementation ot the personnel 
policy reforms approved by the Assembly in 1974. 

36. The Secretary-General's report ( A/C .5/31/9) con
tained information on the implementation of personnel 
policy reforms which had been approved by the General 
Assembly at its twenty-ninth session.6 Those reforms had 
been adopted following consideration by the Assembly of 
the 1971 report by the Joint Inspection Unit on personnel 
problems in the United Nationss and of the recommen
dations made in 1972 by the Administrative Management 
Service after it had surveyed the Office of Personnel 
Services of the Secretariat. 7 The Secretary-General indi
cated that, while a large number of the steps recommended 
by the Unit and the Administrative Management Service 
had been taken, with considerable benefit to the Organi
zation, much further action was needed before all their 
recommendations adopted by the Assembly were fully 
implemented. The Secretary-General intended to continue 
his efforts to that end. 

37. In the Joint Inspection Unit's report (see A/31/264 
and Corr.l ), the Inspector commented on the slowness of 
the implementation of the measures outlined in the 
Secretary-General's report and suggested the adoption of a 
time-table which would enable the Secretariat to complete 
nearly all reforms by the end of !978. 

B. DISCUSSION 

38. The discussion under subitem (b) covered the basic 
staff structure of the Secretariat, the recruitment system, 
and staff management. 

I. Staff structure of the Secretariat 

39. Several delegations expressed concern over the slow 
pace of implementation of the personnel reforms and, 
subject to minor reservations, some representatives en
dorsed the plan of execution for them which had been 
proposed by the Joint Inspection Unit in paragraph 33 of 
its rep<,rt (tbid.). One representative urged the Secretary
General to is;ue a specific time-table early in 1977 for the 
implementation of actions; it could follow the Unit's 
format, although the content would not necessarily be the 
same. 

40. Although a sound Job classification structure was 
essential for good staff/management relations, a number of 
representatives noted that several efforts to restructure the 
GenerJI Service category had been frustrated because of 
disagreement on the part of the staff. It was pointed out 
that the staffs right to be consulted on those reforms did 
not convey with it any responsibility for decision-making, 
which rested with the Secretary-General. Some represen
tatives felt that. had the job classification exercise been 
completed, the strike of General Service staff, which had 
occurred at Geneva last spring, might have been averted. A 
restructuring of the General Service category at all duty 

6 Officzal Records of the General Assemblv, Twenty-mnth Ses
swn, Supplement No 31 and corrigendum, p. 139, Item 81, 
para. (c). 

7 co,_, ... ..-1..-.r- .. m"nt 1\ 1r .c;;; /1 h.{)l I ~,;n 1 nf 14. OetnhPr 1 Q74. 

stations deserved absolute priority and should be completed 
before the next session of the General Assembly. 

41. The Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Serv
ices said that the problems which had accumulated over 
the past 30 years were not susceptible of such simple and 
speedy solutions as the Joint Inspection Unit seemed 
sometimes to believe. However, he felt that the Secretary
General's report (A/C.S/31/9) had already clearly indicated 
the general direction of the measures that he intended to 
take on a number of reforms. With respect to the 
restructuring of the General Service category at Head
quarters, the Secretary-General considered that, if he had 
tried to implement such a major reform without at least the 
acquiescence of the staff, there would have been a direct 
confrontation which would have been contrary to the 
interests of the Organization In his view, the immediate 
cause of the current difficulties was the lack of a 
satisfactory foundation for the Organization's policy with 
regard to General Service salaries at the various duty 
stations, and that was why the Secretary-General had 
proposed to transmit to the International Civil Service 
Commission the reports of the Chairman of the Working 
Group on the restructuring of the General Service category 
at Headquarters. 

42. Replying to questions asked by one representative, 
the Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Services 
added that it would take at least nine months from the date 
on which the task was entrusted to the competent 
personnel to complete the preparation of a job classifi
cation system applicable to General Service staff in New 
York and at Geneva. With regard to Professional staff, he 
said that the basis of the system would be established by 
the end of 1977. However, it would take another two years 
to classify all the Professional and General Service jobs at 
Geneva and in New York in accordance with the appro
priate system so that all that would then remain to be done 
would be to put the system into effect. The financial 
implications for 1977 of the job classification would be 
sublllitted for the consideration of the Committee in a 
separate document under agenda item 92. 

2. Recruitment system 

43. Some representatives believed that the recruitment 
process in the Secretariat was too slow, a fact which 
sometimes prompted qualified people to withdraw their 
applications. Such was the case with some successful 
candidates from the junior competitive examinations 
which had been recently held in three under-represented 
countries. As the Office of Personnel Services seemed to 
have difficulties in finding posts for those people, one 
delegation felt that there was a need for a radical change in 
the relationship between that Office and the substantive 
departments, in which the former needed to be strength
ened. Some representatives agreed with the Joint Inspection 
Unit that that problem did not justify spacing future 
competitive examinations at longer intervals. One represen
tative, however, suggested that the examinations should be 
held to fill existing vacancies. He also wished to see an 
increase in the use of the roster of candidates. 

44. Some delegations emphasized the fact that infor
mation about job openings should receive the greatest 
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possible circulation, particularly to safeguard the interests 
of unrepresented or under-represented countries. Two 
representatives had some doubts about the practice fol
lowed in distributing vacancy announcements, and referred 
to cases where they had been circulated when appointments 
had, in fact, already been more or less decided upon. 

3. Staff management 

45. Two representatives felt that the General Assembly 
needed to be fully informed on the major management 
problems facing the United Nations Administration and on 
the obstacles which had been encountered in personnel 
reform. With reference to the difficult situation at Geneva, 
it was noted that the Secretary-General had not given 
enough indication of what he had done or intended to do 
to improve it. 

46. Some representatives noted that no drastic changes 
had taken place in the methods of promoting General 
Service staff to the Professional category towards the end 
of their careers. Junior Professional grades should be 
reserved for qualified bright young applicants from univer
sities and elsewhere. One' delegation found inexplicable the 
delay in developing a system of assignment planning, 
including a scheme for rotation between duty stations. 

47. The Assistant Secretary-General for Personnel Ser
vices informed the Committee of the recent completion of 
a list of several occupational groups, both for General 
Service and Professional staff, and indicated that career 
planning committees would be set up during 1977 and 
1978. He also recalled that the Joint Inspection Unit had 
proposed to reduce gradually by two thirds the number of 
promotions from the General Service to the Professional 
category, since many of the staff concerned did not possess 
a sufficiently high level of training. He questioned that 
conclusion with regard to recent promotions and pointed 
out that, of the General Service staff promoted to the 
Professional category in 1975, 8 had the equivalent of a 
master's degree, 14 the equivalent of a bachelor's degree, 
and 6 had continued their studies at the university level. 
Only 14 had not continued their education beyond the 
secondary level and, of those, only 7 were over 45 years of 
age. The Secretariat was currently undertaking a survey of 
the capabilities and experience of all staff in the General 
Service category who had pursued studies in some form 
beyond the secondary level, and was preparing competitive 
examinations to identify those possessing appropriate quali
fications for advancement to the Professional category. 
Commenting on that statement, one delegation noted that 
less than 20 per cent of General Service staff recently 
promoted to the Professional category held masters' de
grees-a normal requirement for junior Professional candi
dates. 

48. One delegation would have liked to see greater effort 
rna de to train staff in the principles and methods of modern 
management. Two others had reservations with regard to 
the proposal of the Joint Inspection Unit of establishing by 
the end of I 977 a preliminary project for pre-recruitment 
training for countries interested in a particular occupational 
group. One representative felt that that task should be 
assigned to the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research. 

C. PROPOSALS AND VOTING 

49. At the 33rd meeting of the Committee, the represen
tative of Algeria introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/31/ 
L.I4), sponsored by Algeria, Germany, Federal Republic 
of, Iran, Japan, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of 
America and Yugoslavia. 

50. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by consensus (see para. 52 below, draft 
resolution II). 

51. At the same meeting, the Chairman proposed that 
the Committee should recommend to the General Assembly 
that it take note of the amendments to the Staff Rules 
made by the Secretary-General (see A/C.S/31/4). The 
Committee decided, without objection, to adopt the 
Chairman's proposal (see para. 53 below). 

* * * 
Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

52. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Composition of the Secretariat 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1 852 (XVII) of 19 December 
1962, 2539 (XXIV) of 1 1 December 1969, 2736 (XXV) of 
17 December 1970 and 3417 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 
on the composition of the Secretariat and resolutions 
3009 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 3352 (XXIX) of 18 
December 1974 and 3416 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 on 
the employment of women in the Secretariat, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on 
the composition of the Secretariat (A/31/154 and Corr.2), 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General 
concerning the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on 
personnel problems in the United Nations and major 
recommendations of the Administrative Management Serv
ice (A/C.S/31/9) and the report of the Joint Inspection 
Unit on the implementation of the personnel policy 
reforms approved by the General Assembly in 1974 
{A/3 1 /264 and Corr .1 ), and having heard the statements on 
these reports by the representative of the Secretary-General 
(see A/C.5/31/SR.l5 and 22), 

Noting the efforts of the Secretary-General to achieve an 
equitable geographical distribution of the staff of the 
Secretariat in the Professional category and above, 

Noting with concern that the progress achieved in the 
implementation of resolution 3417 (XXX) on the com
position of the Secretariat and resolution 3416 (XXX) on 
the employment of women in the Secretariat has been 
limited, 

Reaffirming that the considerations of efficiency, com
petence and integrity in the employment of staff, as laid 
down in Article 10 I, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the 
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United Nations, do not conflict with the principle of an 
equitable geographical distribution in the composition of 
the Secretariat, 

Concerned that the reforms of personnel policy approved 
by the General Assembly are proceeding too slowly, 

Recognizing that the highest standards of efficiency, 
competence and integrity are not exclusively restricted to 
nationals of any particular Member State or group of 
Member States, 

Reaffirming that the principle of equitable geographical 
distribution should be applied to the Secretariat as a whole 
and that, to this end, no post, individual, department, 
division or unit in the Secretariat should be considered as 
the exclusive preserve of any individual Member State or 
any region, 

Desirous of strengthening the role of the Office of 
Personnel Services of the Secretariat in the implementation 
of the numerous resolutions adopted on this subject, 

Convinced that to achieve the objectives and goals of the 
United Nations, especially with regard to the new inter
national economic order, the developing countries should 
be adequately represented at all levels in the Secretariat and 
in particular at the senior levels, 

1. Adopts: 

(a) The new method of establishing the desirable ranges 
of posts for Member States as described in paragraph 11 of 
the report of the Secretary-General on the composition of 
the Secretariat {A/31 /1 54 and Corr .2); 

(b) The new desirable range of 2 to 7, as proposed by the 
Secretary-General in paragraph 14 of his report, for 
Member States with the minimum assessment in the 
apportionment of United Nations expenses, thus providing 
for a wider distribution of posts in the Secretariat; 

2. Reaffirms its resolution 3417 A (XXX) and requests 
the Secretary-General, in the implementation of that 
resolution, to take effective measures, either by recruitment 
or promotion, or both, to increase the number of staff from 
all developing countries in senior and policy-making posts 
in the Secretariat so as to ensure their appropriate 
representation at those levels; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to give priority to the 
recruitment of candidates from among nationals of unrepre
sented and under-represented Member States; 

4. Urges the Secretary-General to increase his efforts to 
attract younger people to the service of the United Nations, 
thus increasing the proportion of youth and achieving a 
better age balance in the Secretariat; 

5. Urges Member States to intensify their efforts to seek 
and to put forward for consideration qualified women 
candidates for Professional positions, particularly at the 
policy-making level, within the United Nations and spe
ci~lized agencies, in order to improve the proportion of 
wornen in senior positions within the context of equitable 
geographical distribution; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure, through all 
appropriate measures, equal opportunity for the promotion 
of women in the Secretariat, without any discrimination 
based on sex; 

7. Also requests the Secretary -General to appoint as 
soon as possible a panel to investigate allegations of 
discriminatory treatment and to recommend appropriate 
action; 

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session with precise 
data showing the result of his efforts to realize the 
objectives of the present resolution. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Implementation of personnel policy reforms 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its decision at the twenty-ninth session author
izing the Secretary-General to proceed with the implemen
tation of the proposals for the improvement of the 
personnel policies and practices of the United Nations 
contained in his report and requesting him to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-first session on the progress 
made in the implementation of those proposals, 8 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on 
the progress made up to 30 June 1976 (A/C.5/31 /9) and 
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the implemen
tation of the personnel policy reforms approved by the 
General Assembly in 1974 (A/31/264 and Corr.l), 

Concerned about the slow pace of the implementation of 
these reforms, 

Taking note of the statement that, in the opinion of the 
Secretary-General, the reforms should be substantially put 
into effect in 1977 and 1978, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary 
steps to accelerate the implementation of the reforms; 

2. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-third session a report on the 
application of his proposals, drawing attention in particular 
to any of those proposals that may not yet have been fully 
implemented. 

* * * 
53. The Fifth Committee also recommends to the 

General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
decision: 

The General Assembly takes note of the amendments 
made by the Secretary-General to the Staff Rules of the 
United Nations during the period from I July 1975 to 30 
June 1976 (see A/C.5/31/4). 

8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentv·ninth Ses
sion, Supplement No. 31 and corrigendum, p. 139, item 81, 
para. (c) (i) and ii. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/449 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Introduction 

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 
1976, the General Assembly decided to include in the 
agenda of its thirty-first session the item entitled "Re
port of the International Civil Service Commission" 
and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at 
its 27th, 29th, 32nd, 34th, 37th and 38th meetings, 
on 10, 15, 18, 22, 26 and 29 November 1976. 

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee 
had before it the following documents: 

(a) Report of the International Civil Service Com
mission (A/31/30 and Add.1); 

(b) Report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (A/31 /8/ Add.6) 
on the financial implications for the United Nations 
regular budget of the recommendations made by the 
Commission in its report; 

(c) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31 /26) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
recommendations made by the Commission in its report; 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General (A/31/239) 
transmitting the comments of the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination on the report of the Commis
sion; 

(e) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5 /31 I 48) 
submitting ~mendments to the Staff Regulations of the 
United Nations which would be consequential to the 
adoption by the General Assembly of the Commission's 
recommendations. 
'1": 

4. In accordance with article 17 of its statute (Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 3357 (XXIX), annex) the 
Commission submitted its second annual report, cover
ing its work in 1976, to the General Assembly, and for 
transmission to the governing organs of the other or-

I 

[Original: English] 
[16 December 1976] 

ganizations in the United Nations system participating 
in its work, through their executive heads, and to staff 
representatives. 

5. In the first part of its report, the Commission 
summarized its work during 1976 and described its 
future plan of work, in particular the way in which it 
proposed to assume its responsibilities under articles 11 
and 12 of its statute with respect to the salaries of the 
General Service category. The Commission devoted the 
second and main part of its report to the provisions of 
paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 3357 
(XXIX), in which the Assembly requested the Com
mission to review, as a matter of priority, the United 
Nations salary system in accordance with its earlier 
decision in paragraph 5 of resolution 3042 (XXVII), 
and to submit a progress report to the Assembly at its 
thirtieth session. The conclusions and recommendations 
of the Commission on its review of the United Nations 
salary system and their budgetary implications were 
summarized in paragraphs 48 to 86 of its report. 

6. The Chairman of the International Civil Serv
ice Commission introduced the Commission's report 
in an oral statement before the Fifth Committee at its 
27th meeting. With respect to the Commission's man
date under article 12 of its statute regarding the salaries 
of the General Service category and other locally re
cruited categories, the Chairman explained that the 
Commission, mindful of the requests of two of the 
specialized agencies, had assumed, earlier than it had 
intended, its responsibilities in that respect and, as a 
first step, had included in the agenda of its next session, 
to be held in February 1977, the study of the principles 
and the methodology to be applied in establishing the 
salaries of the General Service category. He emphasized 
the importance of that function, considering that respon
sibility in that area had hitherto belonged to the ad
ministrations, subject to the arrangements existing in 
each organization. 
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7. In the course of reviewing the conclusions and 
recommendations reached by the Commission as a 
result of its review of the United Nations salary system, 
the Chairman stated, inter alia, that the review carried 
out by the Commission covered the principal aspects 
of the United Nations salary system which, in the 
opinion of the Commission, should not call for a further 
general review for five or six years. The Commission 
would continue to study other particular aspects of the 
salary sy~tcm and would bring to the attention of the 
General Assembly any serious problems which might 
require its attention. 

8. The Chairman went on to state that the Com
mission considered that, with the adjustments it was 
proposing, the salary system provided an adequate in
strument for retaining and recruiting staii of a high levd 
of competence. Adequate remuneration was an indis
pensable element in that regard. He expressed the 
opinion that it was ncverthelc;,s not in the area of 
salaries that the economies which the Member States 
rightly demanded in the face of ever-mounting staff 
costs should be sought. The Commission considered 
that it was rather in the utilization made of the staff 
that the organizations should seek a much-needed ra
tionalization. 

9. The Chairman noted that from the start the 
Commission sought and received the participation of 
the administrations and the staff representatives in the 
course of its review. In that connexion. he observed 
that in order for the participation of staff representa
tives to be effective they must act with a clear sense 
of unity; any division among them could not but weaken 
the active participation which the Commission had con
sistently sought to encourage. 

10. The Chairman concluded by recalling that the 
Commission's task was to regulate and co-ordinate con
ditions of service for the whole of the United Nations 
common system. It had approached its review with that 
concern in mind, taking into account the needs and 
interests of all the organizations of the system and ac
cordingly regarded the proposals contained in its report 
as a package designed to be applied as a whole. 

General co1n1nents 

11. In their general remarks, a number of delega
tions praised the Commission for its comprehensive 
and thorough report and for the highly professional way 
in which it had undertaken the task of fulfilling its 
mandate while at the same time striking a balance be
tween the criteria called for under the principles laid 
down in Art!cles 100 and 101 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and their fmancial implications. 

12. In paragraph 46 of its report. the Commission 
stated that it had not interpreted what was expected 
of it at the current stage to be a fundamental reform 
of the salary system, although it was of the opinion 
that such reform would perhaps be de~irable in the 
future. Apart from the fact that the time available to 
it for such a task was limited, it would not. in its view, 
have been appropriate for it to attempt such funda
mental reform without a fuller technical study and, 
ahovc all, without policy guidelines which should be 
: ~;d down by the political organs of the United Nations 

···t,::m. 

Most delegations agreed with the Commission's 
1 '10t to undertake a basic reform of the salary 

--------------------------------------------
system at the current stage, but to concentrate instead 
on improving the existing salary system. Although res
ervations were expressed in respect of some of the 
Commission's recommendations, it was agreed that, as 
a whole. they served to eliminate some of the anomalies 
and inequities of the existing system. It was hoped, 
however, that the Commission would continue to study 
the need for further more fundamental reforms. The 
view \Vas expressed that the General Assembly should 
give clear and precise indications to the Commission 
before it embarked on a basic reform and that for that 
purpose the Commission should indicate to the As
sembly any valid options. 

14. Some delegations observed that, in consider
ing the Commission's recommendations, the serious fi
nancial difficulties of the Organization should be kept 
in mind; in the light of the current world economic 
situation, international organizations, like national Gov
ernments, should moderate expenditures. Although the 
international civil service must be able to attract na
tionals from all countries, it should not offer higher 
levels of remuneration than were strictly necessary for 
that purpose. 

15. Some delegations endorsed the view expressed 
by the Commission in paragraph 47 of its report that 
the salary system was only one of the means by which 
the utmost economy and efficiency in the carrying out 
by the secretariats of the work required of them by 
member States could be achieved. Of equal importance 
was administrative management. Greater economies 
could probably be realized through improved manage
ment than through action in the area of salaries. 

Comments on the recommendations of the Inter
national Civil Service Commission with respect 
to Professional and higher categories 

16. In paragraphs 48 and 49 of its report, the 
Commission concluded that no change should be made 
in the existing division of the staff of the organizations 
of the United Nations system into two categories. It 
also concluded that no change should be made in the 
number of grades in the Professional and higher cate
gories. but noted, for further study in that regard the 
possible extension of the use of a P-6 grade. Delega
tions commenting on that recommendation endorsed 
the conclusion that no change should be made in the 
number of grades; they were not convinced of the 
necessity and the logic of introducing a P-6 grade. The 
view was expressed that introduction of a new grade 
could be regarded as encouragement for "grade creep". 
In that connexion it was pointed out that "grade creep" 
was not a solution to grade congestion and that the 
introduction of a P-6 grade might simply transfer the 
congestion from grades P-4 and P-5 to grades P-5 
and P-6. 

17. In paragraphs 50 and 51 of its report, the 
Commission concluded that no acceptable alternative 
could be found to the existing practice of establishing 
the level of Umted Nations remuneration by comparison 
with that of the national civil service whose levels were 
found to be highest and which otherwise lent itself to 
significant comparison (the Noblemaire principle). It 
also concluded that the Federal Civil Service of the 
United States of America should continue to be used 
for this purpose. The Commission intended to keej: 
the question of which was the highest-paid nationa! 
civil service under review and to pursue studies witl 
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a view to arriving at a methodology for comparison of 
"total compensation". 

18. In paragraph 57 of its report, the Commission 
recommended that the General Assembly should instruct 
the Commission to keep under continual review the 
relationship between the levels of remuneration of the 
United States Federal Civil Service and the United 
Nations system, having due regard to all relevant fac
tors, including the differences belween the two services 
and recruitment experience. When the Commission at 
any time considered corrective action to be necessary, 
it would recommend such action to the General As
sembly. If urgent action . was necessary in order to 
prevent an undue widening of the margin of United 
Nations remuneration over that of the United States, 
it would take appropriate measures itself within the 
operation of the post adjustment system. 

19. A number of delegations expressed agreement 
with the Commission's conclusion with respect to the 
continued validity of the Noblemaire principle, but 
strongly recommended that the concept be kept under 
continued review. Some delegations expressed the opin
ion that in future the Commission should evaluate the 
over-all conditions of service of the international civil 
service and of the civil service used for comparison 
purposes and not just the salaries. They endorsed the 
view of the Commission concerning the need for a 
methodology for comparison of "total compensation" 
and for a continual review of the relationship between 
the United Nations system and that of the United States 

-Federal Civil Service. One delegation expressed reser
vations with regard to the single comparator approach 
and was of the opinion that the ''total compensation" 
concept would be better served if the Commission stud
ied the system of remuneration of a number of na
tional civil services and devised a formula based on 
the most favourable service conditions. 

20. After studying the traditional matching points 
for comparing equivalencies of grades between the 
United Nations system and the United States Federal 
Civil Service, the Commission, in paragraph 52 of its 
report, recommended certain changes. Some delega
tions believed that the evidence adduced by the Com
mission in reaching its conclusion was insufficient to 
warrant such changes currently, and agreed with the 
Commission that the matching points it had established 
were not to be considered permanent or immutable and 
should be verified periodically, preferably with the 
assistance of independent experts. 

21. Some delegations questioned the conclusion 
of the Commission, in paragraph 54 of its report, that 
the comparison between United States civil service re
muneration and that of the United Nations system 
should be made between the headquarters of the two 
systems, that is, between Washington, D.C. and New 
York, the difference in the cost of living between the 
two cities being taken into account in the comparison. 
One delegation, although agreeing with the Commis
sion's conclusion, suggested that, currently, it would 
perhaps be more logical to draw a mean between New 
York and Geneva or Vienna, for example. Some dele
gations could not agree that Washington should be 
used as a basis for comparison and pointed out that 
a large number of United States government employees 
in New York City performed professional duties com
parable to those performed by United Nations Pro
fessionals; a comparison made in New York showed a 

----------------------------
margin of 31 to 59 per cent between the two salary 
systems. 

22. In the latter connexion, some reservations were 
expressed regarding the Commission's conclusion, in 
paragraph 56 of its report, that the existing level of 
United Nations remuneration in relation to that of the 
United States civil service was satisfactory. Some dele
gations expressed the view that the existing level of 
United Nations remuneration was too generous and 
that the margin between the United Nations and the 
United States systems was excessive. It was generally 
agreed that measures should be taken to prevent an 
undue widening of the margin between the two systems. 
One delegation suggc~tcd that the difference in remu
neration between the two systems should be reduced, 
particularly at those levels where it was most marked, 
and that a difference of approximately 10 per cent at 
each level would be adequate. Some delegations pro
posed that the Commission might set maximum and 
minimum limits to the margin between the two systems. 

23. Delegations generally endorsed the Commis
sion's recommendation, in paragraph 59 of its report, 
that the differentiation between the over-all net remu
neration of staff members without dependants and that 
of those with dependants should be effected through 
differentiated rates of staff assessment rather than 
through the post adjustment system, which had in some 
cases resulted in excessive and anomalous differences 
m pay. 

24. The Commission, in conjunction with other 
changes it recommended in the salary system, recom
mended that five classes of post adjustment should be 
consolidated into the base salary in order to restore 
pensionable remuneration to its normal par relation
ship to gross salary on 1 January 1977. Some delega
tions supported the Commission's recommendation as 
a means of restoring the balance between pensionable 
remuneration and gross .<,alary. One delegation stated 
that it was opposed to the consolidation of five classes 
of post adjustment into base salary since it would in
volve unjustified financial implications, and because it 
considered such action resulted in a concealed increase 
in salary. 

25. Pointing out that the post adjustment system, 
the purpose of which was to maintain equality of pur
chasing power of salaries between different duty stations, 
had also resulted in protecting salaries against increases 
in cost of living, one delegation favoured elimination of 
the cost-of-living indexation factor from the system. It 
was opposed to the practice of providing automatic 
protection against increases in the cost of living at the 
base of the system since it resulted in widening exces
sively the margin between United Nations remuneration 
and that of the United States Civil Service, the latter 
being related to comparable salary levels in the United 
States private sector which were in turn influenced by 
a number of other economic factors. Several delegations 
agreed with that view and endorsed the view expressed 
in paragraph 229 of the Commission's report that the 
concept of providing full protection for international 
civil servants against increases in the cost of living 
should be reviewed. 

26. Commenting on the rate of post adjustment, 
one delegation observed that the report of the Com
mission lacked information on the proportic>n of spend 
able income on which the rate of post adjust:r-\:'lt "' · 
calculated and asked for assurances that the ,,~:,; .'cvt:! 
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of spendable income was taken fully into account in 
calculating those rates. An alternative way of applying 
the post adjustment system suggested by that delegation 
was the establishment of a non-movable base, such as 
the cost of living in Washington; United Nations staff 
would then be compensated for cost-of-living increases 
in excess of those in Washington. Another delegation 
proposed that a careful study should be made of the 
post adjustment system and suggested that excessive 
increases should be avoided with respect to higher sal
aries and that adjustments should be made less fre
quently when the level of post adjustment exceeded 
10 classes. 

27. The view was also expressed that an upper limit 
should be placed on the pension entitlements of staff 
members, equal for example, to the entitlement of a staff 
member at D-2 level with 30 years' service. 

28. In its examination of expatriation benefits, the 
Commission recommended, in paragraph 73 of its re
port, a revised scale of amounts of repatriation grants 
for staff members of the Professional and higher cate
gories with effect from 1 January 1977. Some delega
tions stated that, although they had no objection to the 
introduction of the new scale, they believed that a ceil
ing should be established for such grants, seen in rela
tion to other entitlements of a staff member upon 
separation. The view was also expressed that the Com
mission should consider whether staff members who 
did not return to their country of origin on retirement 
should be entitled to the grant. 

29. The Commission, in paragraphs 75 and 76 of 
its report, recommended that the conditions of eligibility 
for education grants should be revised so as to enable 
an expatriate staff member to claim in respect of ex
penses of education of a child at a university in the 
country of the staff member's duty station. It also rec
ommended a regressive scale of percentages of costs 
which would be reimbursable under the provisions of 
the grant. It noted that it had not recommended any 
change in the existing age limit of eligibility for the 
grant, but might re-examine that question at some 
future date. 

30. Some delegations supported the Commission's 
recommendation and believed that the expatriation fac
tor justified extension of the grant to cover university 
studies in the country of the duty station. One delega
tion expressed the view that a more realistic cut-off date 
for the education grant would be the twenty-first birth
day. Other delegations, however, were of the opinion 
that the series of concessions made to the education 
grant over the years since its institution in 1946 had 
resulted in a departure from its original purpose, which 
was to facilitate an education that would enable the 
children of expatriate staff to assimilate in their own 
country when they returned to it. They believed that 
the original justification had been abandoned since the 
grant was payable for attendance at schools or univer
siti.:s in any country, thus constituting discrimination 
against non-expatriate staff members. It was suggested 
that the Commission reconsider the justification for the 
allowance in relation to its original purpose, taking into 
account the practice of other national systems and that 
d tre best-paid national civil service. 

31. The Commission, in paragraphs 78 and 79 of 
:r, rep(·:·r. recommended that the scale of termination 
· :,1,:· . 1:· :, be revised and that an end-of-service grant 

·. ,, ~' to a staff member holding a fixed-term ap-

pointment where appointment was not renewed after 
six years of continuous service. 

32. Although the principle of "agreed termination" 
was generally supported, some delegations e.xpressed 
doubts as to the need to increase the maximum amount 
of the indemnities, considering that the level of salary 
on which they would be based would itself be increased 
as a result of consolidation. Doubts were also expressed 
with regard to the Commission's recommendation, in 
paragraph 65 of its report, that the amounts of termina
tion indemnities, together with those of other payments 
on separation, should be based on pensionable remu
neration less staff assessment rather than on base pay. 

33. The proposed new end-of-service grant was op
posed by some delegations on the grounds both of prin
ciple and of its financial implications. It was pointed 
out that the Organization's responsibility to the holders 
of fixed-term contracts should be limited to ensuring 
that the terms of employment agreed upon were met. 
Moreover, many staff members holding such contracts 
were seconded by their national civil services and re
sumed their work after serving at the United Nations. 
Other delegations agreed that some form of compensa
tion should be provided in such cases in the light of the 
increasing use made by organizations in .the United 
Nations system of fixed-term appointments, and one 
delegation considered that entitlement to the grant 
should begin at less than six years of service and be 
applied on a pro rata basis. 

34. One delegation called attention to the desir
ability of improving the provisions for payments due 
upon the death of a staff member in service, and ex
pressed the view that the maximum should be increased 
to 12 months in alignment with the proposed new scales 
for termination indemnity. The same delegation stressed 
the importance of the question of day-care facilities 
for children of staff members-which was discussed in 
paragraphs 18 to 21 of the Commission's report-and 
urged that it be pursued within the context of a pro
gressive personnel policy. 

35. Some delegations, referring to paragraphs 316 
to 321 of the report, reiterated their opposition to the 
current "language incentive" system, which they con
sidered to be discriminatory, and urged that it be re
examined as soon as possible. 

General Service category 

36. Most delegations expressed satisfaction with 
the Commission's intention to assume, as a matter of 
priority in 1977, its responsibilities under article 12 of 
its statute with respect to the salary scales of the Gen
eral Service category. The need for a thorough review 
of the guiding principles and methodology applied in 
determining the salaries and allowances of the General 
Service category, particularly at Geneva, was empha
sized. Some delegations expressed the view that, pend
ing such a review by the Commission, further increases 
in salaries at Geneva under the existing arrangements 
should be kept to a minimum or be suspended. 

* * * 
Decision of the Committee 

37. At the 37th meeting, the representative of 
Japan introduced a draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.23) 
on behalf of Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Ghana, Japan, 
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Nigeria and Uruguay. In so doing, he announced that 
Costa Rica, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land had joined as sponsors of the draft resolution. 
Nicaragua later joined the sponsors of the draft reso
lution, which read: 

[Same text as paragraph 46 below except that it was 
divided into three parts, A, Band C, part C correspond
ing to section II of part B of the text below, and that 
the beginning of paragraph 1 of part C read: 

"1. Recommends that the International Civil 
Service Commission carry forward its study of pos
sible fundamental reforms in the international civil 
service and, ... ".] 

38. The representative of Japan, in introducing the 
draft resolution, stated, inter alia, that the debate in 
the Committee had proved that, on the whole, Member 
States supported the conclusions and recommendations 
in the report of the Commission, despite their questions 
and reservations on individual recommendations; the 
draft resolution represented a common denominator of 
the views expressed and he therefore urged that it be 
supported unanimously. 

39. The Secretary of the Committee orally an
nounced certain changes in the amendments to the Staff 
Regulations of the United Nations-amendments which 
were set out in document A/C.5 /31 I 48 and would be 
consequential to the adoption of draft resolution A/ 
C.5 /31 /L.23-as well as some small editorial changes 
in the draft text itself. 

40. The representative of the Philippines suggested 
that, in the draft resolution, the words "methodology 
to be applied in establishing" be added before the word 
"salaries" in part A, paragraph 2, which concerned the 
salaries of the General Service category. 

41. One delegation stated that its understanding of 
the intention of paragraph 3 (b) of part C' of the draft 
resolution, dealing with the end-of-service grant, was 
that the General Assembly would not be accepting the 
grant in principle but rather that it would be requesting 
further study of the question. 

42. The representative of the Secretary-General, in 
reply to a query raised regarding the effect on the fi
nancial implications of the adoption of the draft reso
lution for the United Nations system as a whole, an
nounced the decreases which would occur as a result 
of the decisions with respect to the education grant and 
the end-of-service grant. 

43. At the 38th meeting, the representative of the 
Philippines announced that his delegation would not 
insist on its amendment after having heard an explana
tion from the representative of the Secretary-General. 

44. The sponsors of draft resolution A/C.5 /31 I 
L.23 then accepted an oral amendment proposed by 
the representative of Turkey that the word "funda
mental" appearing in part C, paragraph 1, of the draft 
resolution be replaced by the word "further". 

45. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.23, as amended, by 78 
votes to 11, with 2 abstentions (see para. 46 below). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

46. The Fifth Committee recommends to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the following draft reso
lutions: 

Report of the International Civil Service Commission 

A 

Second annual report of the International 
Civil Service Commission 

The General Assembly 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the second an
nual report of the International Civil Service Commis
sion (A/31/30, part one); 

2. Approves the intention of the Commission to 
assume forthwith its functions under article 12 of its 
statute1 regarding the salaries of the General Service 
category and requests it to submit its conclusions and 
recommendations in time to be considered by the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

B 

Review of the United Nations salary system: amend
ments to the Staff Regulations of the United Na
tions 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3042 (XXVII) of 19 De
cember 1972, 3357 (XXIX) of 18 December-1974 
and 3418 (XXX) of 8 December 1975 by which it 
requested the International Civil Service Commission 
to review, as a matter of priority, the United Nations 
salary system, 

Noting with satisfaction the timely completion by the 
Commission of the major part of this review. 

Having considered the report of the Commission 
thereon (A/31/30, part two, and A/31 /30/Add.1), 
together with the comments transmitted by the Secre
tary-General as Chairman of the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination (A/31/239) and those of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/8/ Add.6), 

Noting the conclusions reached by the Commission 
as set out in chapter II of its report. 

I 
1. Decides that the International Civil Service Com

mission, as a standing body, should keep under con
tinual review the relationship between the levels of 
remuneration of the comparator civil service. at present 
the United States Civil Service, and the United Nations 
system, having due regard to all relevant factors. in
cluding the differences between the two services, and 
decides that at any time when the Commission con
siders corrective action is necessary it should either 
recommend such action to the General Assemblv or, if 
urgent conservatory action is necessary between s-essions 
of the Assembly to prevent an undue widening of the 
margin of United Nations remuneration over that of the 
comparator civil service, take appropriate measures 
itself within the operation of the post adjustment sys
tem; 

2. Decides that: 
(a) The equivalent of five clas~e~ of post adjust

ment shall be consolidated into the base salaries of the 
Professional and higher categories; 

(b) The base of the post adjustment system shall 
be changed from New York at 100 as at December 1969 
to New York at 100 as at November 1973; 

1 General Assembly resolution 3357 (XXIX). anne"<. 
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3. Approves the revised scales of staff assessment 
rates, post adjustment rates and gross and net salaries 
for the Professional and higher categories as set out 
in the annex to the present resolution; 

4. Authorizes temporary transitional payments, 
which shall not be pensionable, to be made to staff 
members whose remuneration under the revised scales 
would be less than under the existing scales, the amounts 
of these payments and the modalities for their gradual 
reduction and ultimate elimination to be determined 
by the Commission; 

5. Decides that, in cases where the revised level 
of pensionable remuneration would be less than the level 
which would otherwise exist on 1 January 1977, the 
latter level shall be maintained temporarily until it is 
overtaken by the revised level; 

6. Decides that terminal payments (termination in
demnities, repatriation grants, payments in lieu of ac
crued annual leave, death grants) which are defined in 
terms of "base salary or wage" shall henceforth be de
fined in terms of "pensionable remuneration less staff 
assessment"; 

7. Decides to abolish for the Professional and 
higher categories the existing allowance for a dependent 
spouse, the prevailing amount of the allowance being 
incorporated into the revised base salary; 

8. Decides to increase for the Prof'."ssional and 
higher categories the amount of the allowance for a 
secondary dependant to $300 per year; 

9. Decides to amend the scales of amounts of the 
repatriation grant for staff members of the Professional 
and higher categories with and without dependants as 
set out in the annex to the present resolution; 

10. Decides: 

(a) To revise the percentage of approved costs 
reimbursable under the provisions of the education grant 
as follows: 

Expenses up to $2.000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 per cent 
Expenses between $2,001 and $3,000 . . . . . . 50 per cent 
Expenses between $3,001 and $4,000 . . . . . . 25 per cent 

(b) To increase the flat amount allowable for 
boarding expenses. in case of attendance at an educa
tional inst:tution outside the duty station where the 
institution does not provide board,_ to $750; 

11. Decides to amend the conditions and rates of 
the termination indemnity as set out in the annex to 
the present resolution; 

12. Decides that, pending the results of further 
study by the Commission of the remuneration of the 
General Service category and to avoid in the meanwhile 
any reduction in the level of General Service pension
able remuneration which might result from the applica
tion to General Service salaries of the revised staff 
assessment rates established under paragraph 3 above 
for the Professional and higher categories, the existing 
rates of staff assessment shall continue, as a temporary 
measure, to apply to General Service category; 

13. Approves the amendments to the Staff Regula
tions of the United Nations necessary to give effect to 
the above decisions, as set out in the annex to the 
present resolution; 

14. Invites the Secretary-General to make such 
consequential changes as are necessary in the Staff Rules 
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 

thirty-second session in accordance with the provisions 
.of regulation 12.2 of the Staff Regulations; 

15. D'ecides that the date of entry into effect of the 
above decisions shall be 1 January 1977; 

II 

1. Recommends that the International Civil Service 
Commission should carry forward its duty of possible 
further reforms in the international civil service salary 
system and, in that connexion, requests the Commission 
to report to the General Assembly on the feasibility 
of establishing a modified system of post adjustments, 
taking into account the views expressed in para
graph 229 of its report (A/31 /30); 

2. Notes the intention of the Commission to pursue 
studies with a view to arriving at a methodology per
mitting comparison of "total compensation" between 
the comparator civil service and the United Nations 
salary system and requests the Commission to carry 
out this comparison at all levels and to report its find
ings to the General Assembly no later than at its thirty
third session: 

3. Requests the Commission to re-examine, in the 
light of the views expressed in the Fifth Committee at 
tre current session; 

(a) The conditions for the provision of terminal 
payments (for example, repatriation grant, termination 
indemnities), in particular on retirement, and the pos
sibility of establishing a ceiling for the maximum ag
gregate of entitlements to these payments; 

(b) The possible introduction of an "end-of-serv
ice" grant with particular attention to the conditions in 
which such payment might be justified; 

(c) The need for an allowance for post-secondary 
education of children of expatriate staff and, in par
ticular, the need for an allowance to cover education 
in countries other than the home country of the staff 
member; 

4. Requests the Commission to consider and pro
pose to the General Assembly at its thirty-second ses
sion measures by which the maximum amount of the 
lump sum payable to the dependent spouse or depen
dent child of a staff member who dies in service would 
be aligned on the scale for termination indemnities ap
proved under paragraph 11 of section I above. 

ANNEX 

Amendments to the Staff Regulations of the United Nations 

Regulation 3.2 

Replace the second sentence in the present text of the regula
tion by the following: 

"The amount of the grant per scholastic year for each 
child shall be the sum of 7 5 per cent of the first $2,000 of 
admissible educational expenses, 50 per cent of the next 
$1,000 of such expenses and 25 per cent of the next $1,000, 
up to a maximum grant of $2,250." 

Regulation 3.3 

Replace paragraph (b) by the following: 

"(b) (i) The assessment shall be calculated at the fol
lowing rates for staff whose salary rates are 
set forth in paragraphs 1 and 3 of annex I to 
the present Regulations: 
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Total assessable payments 
(US dollars) 

First $10.000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 2,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 2,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 2,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 4,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 4,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 4,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 5,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 5,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 5,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 6,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 6,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 6,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 7,000 per year ....... . 
Next $ 7,000 per year ....... . 
Remaining assessable payments . 

Assessment (per cmt) 

Staff member 
with a dependent 

spouse or a 
dependent child 

12.3 
25 
28 
31 
34 
37 
40 
43 
46 
48 
50 
52 
54 
56 
58 
60 

Staff member 
with neither 
a dependent 
spouse nor a 

dependent child 

17.3 
29.7 
32.7 
35.6 
39.5 
42.5 
45.5 
48.5 
51.5 
53.5 
55.5 
57.5 
59.5 
61.5 
63.5 
64.5 

"(ii) The assessment shall be calculated at the following 
rates for staff whose salary rates are established 
under paragraph 7 of annex I to the present regu
lations: 

Total assessable payments Assessment 
(US dollars) (per cent) 

First $1,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Next $1,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Next $1,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Next $1,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Next $6,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Next $6,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Next $8,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Next $8,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Next $8,000 per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Remaining assessable payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

"(iii) The Secretary-General shall determine which of 
the scales of assessment set out in subparagraphs 
(i) and (ii) above shall apply to each of the 
groups of personnel whose salary rates are estab
lished under paragraph 6 of annex I to the present 
Regulations. 

"(iv) In the case of staff whose salary scales are estab
lished in currencies other than United States dol
lars, the relevant amounts to which the assessment 
applies shall be fixed at the local currency equi
valent of the above-mentioned dollar amounts at 

the time the salary scales of the staff concerned 
are approved." 

Regulation 3.4 

Replace paragraph (a) by the following: 

"(a) Staff members whose salary rates are set forth in 
paragraphs 1 and 3 of annex I to the present Regulations 
shall be entitled to receive dependency allowances as fol
lows: 

"(i) At $450 per year for each dependent child, except 
that the allowance shall not be paid in respect of 
the first dependent child if the staff member has no 
dependent spouse, in which case the staff member 
shall be entitled to the dependency rate of staff 
assessment under subparagraph (b) (i) of regula
tion 3.3; 

"(ii) Where there is no dependent spouse, a single an
nual allowance of $300 per year for either a depen
dent parent, a dependent brother or a dependent 
sister;" 

ANNEX I 

Salary scales and related provisions 

Replace the present text of paragraph 1 by the following: 

"1. The Administrator of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, having a status equivalent to that of the 
executive head of a major specialized agency, shall receive 
a salary of $US 99,350 per year, an Under-Secretary-General 
shall receive a salary of $US 76,030 per year and an Assist
ant Secretary-General shall receive a salary of $US 67,430 
per year, subject to the staff assessment plan provided in 
staff regulation 3.3 and to post adjustments wherever ap
plied. If otherwise eligible, they shall receive the allowances 
which are available to staff members generally." 

Replace the present text of paragraph 3 by the following: 

"3. Except as provided in paragraph 6 of the present 
annex, the salary scales for staff members in the Director 
and Principal Officer category and in the Professional cate
gory shall be as shown in the present annex." 

Replace the present text of paragraph 9 by the following: 

"9. In order to preserve equivalent standards of living 
at different offices, the Secretary-General may adjust the 
basic salaries set forth in paragraphs 1 and 3 of the present 
annex by the application of non-pensionable adjustments 
based on relative costs of living, standards of living and 
related factors at the office concerned as compared to New 
York. Such post adjustments shall not be subject to staff 
assessment. Their amounts shall be as shown in the present 
annex." 

Add, at the end of annex I, the following tables: 



• 

SALARY SCALES FOR PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHER CATEGORIES SHOWING ANNUAL 
GROSS AND THE NET EQUIVALENT AFTER APPLICATION OF STAFF ASSESSMENT 

(US dolltm) 

(EOective 1 January 1977) 

- s,.,. 
~Awl I II Ill lV " "' "" ""' lJC JC JCI Jell XIII 

USO Gross ................ 76030 
Net D ............... 43 872 ~ 

NetS ............... 39 800.65 I 
" ASO Gross ...........•.... 67430 !. 

Net D .....•.....•... 40169.10 ;a.. 
NetS ....•...•...... 36 660.55 • • " 

D-1 Gross •..••••••••••••• 51650 54160 55700 57 300 El cr 
Net D ...........•... 33 551 34 276.80 35001 35738 q' 

NetS ............... 30 756.15 31398 32038.50 31686.50 ~ D-1 Gross ................ 43 890 45 320 46760 48190 49 650 51070 52450 
Net D ............... 19145 19960 30680 31395 32112 32 793.60 33 456 

:;-

NetS ............... 29 931.05 17 567.40 28 208.20 28 844.55 29 481.25 30 084.75 30 671.25 ~ 
1:1' 

P-5 Gross ................ 38190 39 340 40460 41530 42600 43 690 44790 45 890 47000 48 110 :z .. 
Net D ............... 26 298.80 26 896.80 27 479.20 28 035.60 28 592 29145 29 695 30245 30 800 31 355 {IJ 

NetS ............... 24 298.35 24 833.10 25 353.90 25 851.45 26 349 26 842.05 27 331.55 27 821.05 28 315 28 808.95 " • \!. 
P-4 Gross ................ 29 940 30910 31 880 32 860 33 860 34860 35 850 36 840 37 880 38 930 39 980 40980 g 

Net D ............... 21 755.80 22 308.70 22 861.60 23 420.20 23 964.40 24 504.40 25039 25 573.60 26 135.20 26 683.60 27 229.60 27749.60 l NetS ............... 20 209.10 20 708.65 21208.20 21 712.90 22 202.10 22 687.10 23 167.25 23 647.40 24 151.80 24 642.45 25 130.70 25 595.70 :1 

P-3 Gross ................ 23 910 24760 25 620 26 460 27 300 27170 29060 29 940 30 760 31580 32400 33 230 34080 :1 

" Net D ............... 18 193.30 18 706 19 222 19726 20 230 20746.90 21 254.20 21 755.80 22 223.20 22 690.60 23 158 23 624.20 24083.20 H 

" NetS ............... 16 978.25 17 444.20 17 912.90 18 370.70 18 828.50 19 297.55 19 755.90 20 209.10 20 631.40 21 053.70 21476 21896.55 22 308.80 • 

P-2 Gro~s ................ 19 040 19 710 20 390 21070 21760 22440 23 130 23 820 24 530 25 250 25 970 
Net D ............... 15 096.40 15 538.60 15 975.70 16 404.10 16 838.80 17 267.20 17 701.90 18 136.60 18 568 19 000 19432 
NetS ............... 14149.20 14 554.55 14 954.25 15 345.25 15742 16133 16 529.75 16 926.50 17 318.85 17 711.25 18 103.65 

P-1 Gross ................ 14 300 14 900 15 510 16 120 16 750 17 380 18 020 18 640 19 260 19 860 
Net D ............... 11917 12 331 12 751.90 13 169.20 13 585 14 000.80 14 423.20 14 832.40 15 241.60 15 637.60 
NetS ............... 11 215.20 11 601.60 11 994.44 12 382.60 12 763.75 13 144.90 13 532.10 13 907.20 14 282.30 14 645.30 

D=Salary rates applicable to staff members with a dependent spouse or child. 
S=Salary rates applicable to staff members with no dependent spouse or child. 



SCHEDULES OF POST ADJUSTMENTS (AMOUNT PER CLASS IN US DOLLARS) 
(Effective 1 January 1977) 

(i) Additions (where cost of living is higher than at the base) 

Step• 

Level 1 II Ill IY y YI YII YIII IX X XI XII X Ill 

USG D ................... 1 810 
s ................... 1642 

ASG D ................... 1 661 
s ................... 1 Sl2 

> 
D-2 D ................... 1 384 1414 1444 1474 ~ s ................... 1269 129S 1 322 1 348 1:1 

1:1. 

D-1 D ................... 1249 1272 1 294 1 317 1 339 1 362 1384 • .. 
s ................... 1 ISO 1 171 1 190 1210 1229 1249 1269 -It 

!! 
P-S D ................... 1 144 1 163 1 181 1 199 1 219 1 236 12S6 127S 1294 1 312 .... 

s ................... 1 OS7 1074 1090 1 106 1124 1 138 1 1S6 1173 1 189 1206 ~ w 
P-4 D ................... 9S7 979 1001 1022 1046 1 06S 1084 1103 1123 1147 1170 1192 

s ................... 889 909 929 948 969 986 1003 1020 1038 1 OS9 1080 1 100 

P-3 D ................... 803 826 847 867 889 911 934 9S6 97S 993 1 012 1030 1 oso 
s ................. . . 749 770 789 807 827 847 868 888 90S 921 939 9SS 973 

P-2 D ................... 667 687 70S 724 743 762 781 799 818 837 8SS 
s ................... 626 643 660 677 69S 712 729 746 763 780 797 

P-1 D ................... S31 S49 S67 S8S 603 621 640 6S6 673 690 
s ................... 499 S16 S33 sso S67 S83 600 61S 631 646 

D =Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with a dependent spouse or child. 
S =Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with no dependent spouse or child. 

10 



(ii) Deductions (where cost of living is lower than at the base) 

Steps 

Level I II Ill IV v VI VII IX 

USG D ................... 1 755 
s ................... 1 592 

ASG D ................... 1611 
s ................... 1466 

D-2 D ................... 1 342 1 371 1400 1 430 
s ................... 1 230 1 256 1 282 1 307 

D-1 D ................... 1170 1 198 1227 1 256 1 284 1 312 1 338 
s ................... 1077 1103 1128 1154 1 179 1203 1227 

P-5 D ................... 1052 1076 1099 1 121 1144 1166 1188 1 210 
s ................... 972 993 1014 1034 1 054 1074 1093 1113 

P-4 D ................... 870 892 914 937 959 980 1002 1023 
s ................... 808 828 848 869 888 907 927 946 

P-3 D ................... 728 748 769 789 809 830 850 870 
s ................... 679 698 717 735 753 772 790 808 

P-2 D ................... 604 622 639 656 674 691 708 725 
s ................... 566 582 598 614 630 645 661 677 

P-1 D ................... 477 493 510 527 543 560 577 593 
s ................... 449 464 480 495 511 526 541 556 

D =Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with a dependent spouse or child. 
S=Rate of post adjustment applicable to staff members with no dependent spouse or child. 

VIII X XI 

1232 1254 
1133 1152 

1045 1067 1089 
966 986 1005 

889 908 926 
825 842 859 

743 760 777 
693 708 724 

610 626 
571 586 

XII Xlll 

1 110 
1 024 

945 963 
876 892 

~ 
e> 

:~ 
~ 

= ~ ., 
a 
> 
"' "' ~ a 
C" r e: ., 
~ 
::h ., 
~ 
l"ll 
(D .. 
"' , o· 
= L 
= = ~ 
H 
(D .. 
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ANNEX III 

Termination indemnity 
Replace the present text of annex III by the following: 

"Staff members whose appointments are terminated shall 
be paid an indemnity in accordance with the following 
provisions: 

"(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b), (c) and (e) 
below and in regulation 9.3 (b), the termination indemnity 
shall be paid in accordance with the following schedule: 

Months of pensionable remuneration less staff assessment, 
where applicable 

Completed 
years of 
service 

Less than 1 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 .......... . 
3 .......... . 
4 ......... .. 
5 .......... . 
6 .......... . 
7 .......... . 
8 ......... .. 
9 .......... . 

10 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 

11 .... 0 .. 0 0 0 0 

12 . 0 0 0 0 0. 0 ••• 

13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0. 

14 0 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0. 0 

15 or more ... 

Permanmt 
appointments 

Not applicable 
Not applicable 

3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
9.5 

10 
10.5 
11 
11.5 
12 

Temporary 
appointments 

which are 
not Jor a 

fixed term 

Nil 

0 
5 
6 
7 
9 
9.5 

10 
10.5 
11 
11.5 
12 

Temporary 
appointml'ntJ 

for a fixed-term 
exceed in!( 
six months 

One week for each 
month of uncom
pleted service sub
ject to a minimum 
of six weeks' in
demnity pay 

3 
5 
7 
9 
9.5 

10 
10.5 
11 
11.5 
12 

"(b) A staff member whose appointment is terminated 
for reasons of health shall receive an indemnity equal to 
the indemnity provided under paragraph (a) of this annex 
reduced by the amount of any disability benefit that the 
staff member may receive under the Regulations of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund for the number 
of months to which the indemnity rate corresponds. 

"(c) A staff member whose appointment is terminated 
for unsatisfactory services or who for disciplinary reasons 
is dismissed for misconduct other than by summary dismis
sal may be pa1d, at the discretion of the Secretary-General, 
an indemnity not exceeding one half of the indemnity pro
vided under paragraph (a) of this annex. 

"(d) No indemnity payments shall be made to: 
"A staff member who resigns, except where termination 

notice has been given and the termination date agreed upon; 

"A staff member who has a temporary appointment which 
is not for a fixed term and which is terminated during the 
first year of service; 

"A staff member who has a temporary appointment for 
a fixed term which is completed on the expiration date 
specified in the letter of appointment; 

"A staff member who is summarily dismissed; 

"A staff member who abandons his post; 

"A staff member who is retired under the Regulations of 
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund. 

"(e) Staff members specifically engaged for conference 
and other short-term service or for service with a mission, 
as consultants or as experts, and staff members who are 
locally recruited for service in established offices away from 
Headquarters may be paid termination indemnity if and as 
provided in their letters of appointment." 

ANNEX IV 

Repatriation grant 

Replace the last sentence of the annex and the schedule of 
rates by the following: 

"The amount of the grant shall be proportional to the 
length of service with the United Nations, as follows: 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Years of 
continuous 

St'rvice 
awa)' from 

home country 

Staff member 
witlt a rpmne 
or dependent 
cluld at time 
of separation 

Staff memb., with 
neither a rpouse 

nor a dependent child 
at lime oj separation 

Profenional 
and hi~ her 
categorzes 

General 
St'rl'ice 

category 

(Weeks of pensionable remuneration less staff assessment, 
where applicable) 

......... 4 3 2 

......... 8 5 4 
• • 0 •••••• 10 6 5 
......... 12 7 6 
•• 0. 0 •••• 14 8 7 
•••••• 0 •• 16 9 8 
......... 18 10 9 
•••••• 0 •• 20 11 10 
• ••••••• 0 22 13 11 
......... 24 14 12 
......... 26 15 13 

or more 0 0 28 16 14" 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31 /8/ Add.6 

At its 103rd plenary meeting, on 17 December 1976, the General Assembly 
by a recorded vote of 119 to 11, with 2 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution 
submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/449, para. 46). For the 
final text, see resolution 31/141.2 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check Jist contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 
103 that are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Tit/~ or description 

Administrative and financial implications of the recommendations made 
by the International Civil Service Commission in document AI 31/30: 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Onl'~tinn~ 

Observations and references 

See Official Records of the 
General Assembly, Thirty
/ilst Session, Supplement 
No. 8 
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Docum~nt No. 

A/31130 and Add.1 

A/311239 

A/C.S/31126 

A/C.S/31/48 

A/C.5/311L.23 

Printed in U.S.A. 

General Assembly-Thirty-first Session-Annexes 

Ttt/4 or d"crlptlor~ 

Report of the International Civil Service Commission 

Report of the International Civil Service Commission: note by the 
Secretary-General transmitting the comments of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination on the report 

Administrative and financial implications of the recommendations made 
by the International Civil Service Commission in document A/31/30: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Amendments to the Staff Regulations of the United Nations: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Obs~rvatlons and 
rejerenc~s 

Ibid., Supplement No. 30 and 
addendum 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/449, para. 37 

36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31 /455 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Introduction 

1. The item on the United Nations pension system was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly pursuant to its resolution 
3526 (XXX) of 16 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendati-)n of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 

3. At its 52nd to 55th and 58th meetings, held from 15 
to 20 December, the Fifth Committee considered the 
report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 
1976 (A/31/9 and Add.!), including the report of the 
Board of Auditors (A/31/9. annex IV) on the accounts of 

/Original: t'nglishf 
/21 December 1976/ 

the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund for the year 
ending 31 December 1975. For its consideration of the 
item, the Fifth Committee also had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions (A/31/409); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the investments 
of the Pension Fund in developing countries (A/C.5/31/16); 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the membership 
of the Investments Committee (A/C .5/31 /28); 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/31/35) trans
mitting to the General Assembly a statement of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on the Board's 
report. 

Annexes (XXXI) 104 
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Debate 

4. The Chainnan of the Advisory Committee, in an 
introductory statement, drew attention to the Advisory 
Committee's comments and recommendations on the 
Board's proposals, particularly those for action by the 
General Assembly at its current session. 

5. The report of the Board ( A/31 /9 and Add. I), put 
forward a new scheme, to go into effect on 1 January 1977, 
for the adjustment of pensions. The scheme. which was 
endorsed by the majority of the Board's members but 
which did not have the support of the members repre
senting the United Nations, sought to compensate pen
sioners for the losses in the purchasmg power of their 
pensions arismg from inflation and currency exchange rate 
fluctuations in those countries where the local currency had 
appreciated in relation to the United States dollar-the 
currency in which the base pension was calculated. 

6. It would do so, inter alia, by the establishment of the 
initial pens10n in the currency of the pensiOner's country of 
residence, to be adJusted subsequently in the light of 
cost-of-living movements in that country. If, however, the 
base pension calculated in United States dollars as adjusted 
by the United States consumer price index (CPI) and 
converted into local currency at the rate of exchange 
prevailing at the time of payment of the pension, should be 
higher, the latter amount would be payable instead. 

7. The Board also proposed that the maximum number 
of years of reckonable contributory service for the accumu
lation of a pension be raised from 30 to 32, using a 
calculation factor for the thirty-first and thirty-second 
years of 1/100 of final average pensionable remuneration 
instead of 1 I 50, the factor used for 30 years or less of 
contributory service. In addition, the Board proposed 
improvements in the disability and survivors' benefits, and 
also that staff members recruited at the age of 60 or above 
into the United Nations system should be allowed to 
become participants in the Fund. These proposals. the 
Board suggested, should go mto effect on 1 January 1977. 

8. In its report (A/31/409), the Advisory Committee 
recommended postponing action on changing the pension 
adjustment scheme. because of the need for further study 
to eliminate anomalies m the Board's proposals and because 
of the need to examine any proposed adjustment scheme in 
the light of the next actuarial valuatiOn of the Fund (as at 
31 December 1976 ), bearing in mind also the results of the 
deliberations of the International Civil Service CommissiOn, 
which was to undertake an in-depth study of pension 
benefits for staff m both the ProfessiOnal and General 
Service categories. The Advisory Committee noted that the 
last actuarial valuation of the Fund, as at 31 December 
1974, had shown an imbalance of $116.6 milhon (or 0.55 
per cent of payroll) and had anteceded the current dual 
WAP A/CPJ adjustment system introduced on 1 January 
1975. 

9. The Advisory Committee also suggested that the 
General Assembly might wish to give preliminary considera
tion to the question of principle raised by the Board's 
proposal on the introductiOn of an initial adjustment to 
compensate in part for country-to-country differences in 

the cost of living. Also to be considered, for the guidance of 
the Board, were the following issues: the question whether 
any adjustment system at all could be institutionalized, and 
the possibility of devising less costly alternatives to the 
Board's proposals, such as applying the initial adJustment to 
pensions up to a given amount only, to give proportionately 
greater relief to those receiving smaller penswns, or 
disallowing, for the purpose of calculating the adjustment 
ratio, a given number of post adJustment classes above the 
classification for New York. 

10. The Advisory Committee recommended postponing 
action until the General Assembly's thirty-third session on 
the Board's proposals to raise the maximum number of 
years of contributory service and to improve disability and 
survivors' benefits; at that time all proposals on benefit 
changes and others having cost implications could be 
considered together. 

11. The Advisory Committee was unable to accept the 
Board's proposals to recommend changing the Regulations 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund to pennit 
persons aged 60 or more to become participants in the 
Fund, as that would be inconsistent with the staff 
regulations of most member organizations of the Pension 
Fund which pnmded that 60 would be the normal 
retirement age. 

12. The Advisory Committee agreed to the Pension 
Board's remaining proposals: continuing for one year the 
Emergency Fund up to an annual amount of $100,000; 
increasing the number of members of the Investments 
Committee from 6 to 9; and admitting the World Intel
lectual Property Organization to membership in the PensiOn 
Fund with effect from 1 January 1977. 

13. In introducing the report of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board, the Chainnan of the Board 
explained the reasons which had led the Board to prefer the 
adjustment scheme it proposed over the many alternatives 
it had examined, as well as the reasons for increasing 
maximum contributory service now and for the abolition of 
age 60 as a bar to entry into the Fund. 

14. In the course of the ensuing discussion, general 
agreement was expressed on the need for an adjustment 
scheme that would mitigate the effects of erosion bv 
mflation and, m some cases, by fluctuations in currenc)' 
exchange rates on the purchasing power of pensions. 

15. There was widespread agreement with the Advisory 
Committee's recommendations to defer action on changing 
the current adjustment system until the thirty-third session 
of the General Assembly and, in the meantime, to continue 
the current dual WAPA/CPI adjustment system. Some, 
however, favoured instead defennent until the Assembly's 
thirty-second session. 

16. Others expressed regret over the need for postpone
ment, particularly because of the urgent need for action to 
alleviate the hardship which those with low pensions were 
suffering because of the de pre cia tion of the value of United 
Nations pensions owing to inflation in their countnes of 
residence and to the effects of the realignment of cur
rencies. 
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17. Several representatives expressed doubts about the 
feasibility and acceptability of the concept of equalizing 
the purchasing power of pensions in different countries, a 
concept which seemed to underlie the proposed adjustment 
scheme put forward by the Pension Board in its report. 
Others pointed to the large number of anomalies inherent 
in the Board's scheme and to the impression it gave of 
benefiting only some but not all pensioners. The need to 
take into account the effects of different national.income 
taxes on the purchasing power of pensions was also stressed. 
Several representatives supported the views of the Pension 
Review Group (see A/31/409, annex) on the desirability of 
adjusting pension benefits on a "universal" basis, on the 
cost implications of fully compensating under all circum
stances for unpredictable future cost-of-living increases and 
on the difficulties of automatic compensation for currency 
exchange rate variations. 

18. A number of representatives maintained that con
sideration should be given to providing adjustments on a 
sliding scale to afford proportionately greater relief to those 
who needed it most. 

19. At the 54th meeting, the text of a telegram 
addressed to the Chairman by the interorganization group 
on pensiOns at Geneva was read out. The telegram, 
protesting against proposals to postpone a decision on the 
pension adjustment question, contained statements to the 
effect that postponement would lead to concerted staff 
action. One representative, describing the telegram as 
intolerable pressure on the Comm1 ttee, asked that the 
Secretary-General take disciplinary steps against the authors 
of the telegram. 

20. At the 55th meeting, excerpts from a Joint com
munication addressed to the Chairman of the Fifth Com
mittee by the Chaim1an of the United NatiOns Staff 
Committee and the Chairman of the UNDP Staff Council 
were read out. On behalf of staff members in many 
countries whom they represented, they dissociated them
selves from the views and threats contained in the telegram 
read out at the previous meeting. 

21. Some representatives favoured, for reasons of 
equity, the Pension Board's proposal to increase the 
maximum number of years of rec konable con tributary 
service from 30 to 32. Some, however. considered that that 
should he applied only to those who had not yet reached 
the age of 60 by the time they had 30 years of con tnbutory 
service. 

22. Others preferred the Advisory Committee's proposal 
to defer action on the matter until the General Assembly's 
thirty-third session, when it should be considered in the 
light of the results of the next actuarial valuation and 111 the 
context of proposals on the improvement and adjustment 
of pension benefits. 

23. A similar division of opinion was evident in the 
discussion of the Board's proposals to improve disability 
and survivors' benefits. 

24. Agreement was expressed with the Advisory Com
mittee's recommendation to reJect the Pension Board's 
proposal to permit staff members recruited after the age of 
60 to enter the Fund. 

25. The suggestion was made that a review be under
taken of the entitlements of participants who left the 
United Nations system before completing five years of 
contributory service. 

Consideration of Proposals 

26. The Fifth Committee had before it the following 
texts relating to the report of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Board: 

(a) Draft resolution recommended by the Pension Board 
to the General Assembly (A/31/9, annex VI); 

(b) Amendments thereto submitted by the Advisory 
Committee (A/31/409, para. 56). 

(c) Amendments to those texts: 

(i) Amendment submitted by Algeria, Austna and 
Colombia (A/C.5/31/L.39) to the draft resolution: 

(ii) Amendment submitted by the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland (A/C.5/31/L.40): 

(iii) Amendment submitted by the Federal Republic of 
Germany (A/C.5/31/L.41) and an oral amendment 
to it proposed by the United Kingdom: 

(d) Draft decision submitted by Belgium (A/C.5/ 
31/L.4 7), which was subsequently replaced by a draft 
resolution submitted jointly by Belgium and France 
(A/C.5/31/L.53). 

27. The draft resolution recommended by the Pension 
Board read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... r the preamble is the same as that of draft 
resolution I in paragraph 46 below/, 

"I 

"Adjustment of benefits in respect of 
cost-oflil'ing changes 

"Decides to revise the system of adJUStment of benefits 
in payment contained in General Assembly resolutiOn 
3354 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974 and previous reso
lutions on the same subject, with effect from I January 
1977, in accordance with the recommendations nf the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board contained in 
paragnphs 18 to 58 of its report to the Assembly for 
1976 ( A/31/9) and in annex V thereto: 

"II 

"Amendments to the Regulations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension hmd 

"Decides that the RegulatiOns of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund shall be amended. without 
retroactive effect, from 1 January 1977. as set forth in 
annex VII to the report of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Board; 

" ... {sections I II and IV are the same as the corre
sponding sections of draft resolutum I in paragraph 46 
below/; 
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"V 

"Administrative expenses 

"Approves expenses, chargeable directly to the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, totalling $3,I44,400 
(net) for I977 and supplementary expenses totalling 
$I4,200 (net) for I976 for the administration of the 
Fund, as estimated in annex III to the report of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board." 

28. The amendments submitted by the Advisory Com
mittee (A/3I /409, para. 56) to the draft resolution recom
mended by the Pension Board called for: 

(a) The replacement of the text of section I by the 
following two paragraphs: 

[Same text as section I, paragraphs I and 2, of draft 
resolution I in paragraph 46 below./ 

(b) The insertion, in section II, after the words "Decides 
that", of the words "articles 20 and 30 {b) of'. 

(c) The replacement in section V, of the figure 
"$3,144,400" by "$3,129,400", and, at the end of the 
sentence, the addition of the words "except that the 
provision for staff costs for I977 shall be reduced by 
$I5,000". 

29. The amendment submitted by Algeria, Aus~ria and 
Colombia (A/C.5/3I/L.39) to the draft resolution rea<! as 
follows: 

"In section II, after the words 'Decides that' insert 
'articles 20, 29 {b) (i), 30 {b), 34 {c), 34 {d) and 35 (d) 
of." 

30. Article 20, as thus amended, would provide for the 
increase in the membership of the Investments Committee 
from 6 to 9. The amendment to article 29 (b) (i) was 
intended to provide for the increase in the maximum 
number of years of reckonable contributory service from 
30 to 32, with a factor of 1 I I 00 to be used in calculating 
the benefits for the thirty-first and thirty-second years, 
instead of I/50, the factor used for 30 years or less of 
contributory service. The amendment to article 30 {b) was 
intended to clarify the existing text in regard to the 
reduction factor applied in calculating the early retirement 
benefit of a participant leaving after less than 25 years of 
contributory service. The amendments to articles 34 (c) and 
34 {d) were intended to provide for the improvement of the 
disability benefit, and the amendment to article 35 {d) was 
intended to improve the widow's benefit. 

31. The amendment submitted by the United Kingdom 
(A/C .5/31 /L.40) read as follows: 

"In section II, after the words 'Decides that' insert 
'articles 20, 29 (b) (i) and 30 (b) of." 

That amendment was not put to the vote, the Fifth 
Committee, at its 54th meeting, having adopted the three
Power amendment (A/C.5/3I/L.39). 

32. The amendment submitted by the Federal Republic 
of Germany (A/C.5/31 /L.4I) called for the addition to 
section I of the draft resolution, as amended by the 
Advisory Committee, of a paragraph reading as follows: 

"3. Decides, as a preliminary guideline for the future 
deliberations of the Board, that an adjustment system 
should contain an initial adjustment of the base pension 
in order to compensate in part for country-to-country 
differences in the cost of living, subject to the condition 
that the new scheme does not require an increase in the 
present or future financial liabilities of Member States." 

33. That amendment was subsequently withdrawn, in 
the light of the discussions in favour of an oral amendment, 
proposed at the 54th meeting by the United Kingdom, 
which would add the following paragraph to section I of 
the draft resolution, as amended in accordance with the 
proposals by the Advisory Committee and by Algeria, 
Austria and Colombia: 

[Same text as section /,paragraph 3, of draft resolution I 
in paragraph 46 below./ 

34. At its 54th meeting, the Fifth Committee considered 
a draft resolution (A/C.5/31 /L.44) consolidating the draft 
resolution proposed by the Pension Board (A/3I/9, annex 
VI) and the amendments thereto proposed by the Advisory 
Committee (A/31/409, para. 56); it read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

" ... [same text as the preamble, section I, paragraphs I 
and 2, and sections Ill to VI of draft resolution I in 
paragraph 46 below;.section II read as follows: 

'II 

'Amendments to the Regulations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund 

'Decides that articles 20 and 30 (b) of the Regulations 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund shall be 
amended, without retroactive effect, from I January 
1977, as set forth in annex VII to the report of the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board;']." 

35. At the same meeting. the Fifth Committee voted on 
draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.44, the amendment submitted 
by Algeria, Austria and Colombia (A/C.5/31 /L.39) and the 
oral amendment submitted by the United Kingdom. The 
results of the voting were as follows: 

(a) The proposals for amendments (A/C.5/31 /L.39) to 
specific articles of the Regulations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund were voted on separately: 

(i) The amendment to article 20 (on increasing the 
membership of the Investments Committee), the 
amendment to article 30 (b) (on the reduction 
factors to be applied in the calculation of early 
retirement benefits) and the amendment to article 
34 (d) (on increasing the minimum amount of a 
disability benefit) were adoped by consensus; 
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(ii) The amendment to article 29 (b) (i) (on the 
maximum number of years of reckonable con
tributory service) was adopted by 72 votes to 11, 
witt: 2 abstentions; 

(iii) The amendment to article 34 (c) (on increasing the 
disability benefit) was adopted by 68 votes to 12, 
with 4 abstentions; 

(iv) The amendment to article 35 (d) (on increasing the 
widow's benefit) was adopted by 82 votes to 1, with 
5 abstentions; 

(b) The United Kingdom amendment (A/C.5/31/L.40), 
proposing the revision of some of the same articles of the 
Regulations of the Fund, was superseded by the adoption 
of the amendment submitted by Algeria, Austria and 
Colombia ( A/C.5/31/L.39); 

(c) The oral amendment submitted by the United King
dom (see para. 33 above) was adopted by consensus; 

(d) Draft resolution A/C.5/31/L.44, as amended, was 
adopted by 79 votes to none, with 12 abstentions (see 
para. 46 below, draft resolution I, sects. I to VI). 

36. At the 55th meeting, Belgium introduced a draft 
decision (A/C.5/31/L.47) which would provide, as an 
interim measure, relief from hardships suffered by those 
with low pensions. The draft decision read as follows: 

"The General Assembly further decides that, as an 
mterim measure until the Board's proposals on adjust
ments are acted upon at the thirty-third session of the 
General Assembly, the benefits of those beneficiaries 
whose basic benefits are less than $US 5,000 per year 
should be increased by the ratio of final average remu
neration of a P-3 on 31 December 1976 and on the date 
of their actual separation." 

37. The sponsor stressed the urgent need to assist those 
pensioners who had experienced difficulties because of 
serious reductions in the purchasing power of their meagre 
pensions-calculated in United States dollars-especially 
those which had been severely affected by the devaluation 
of the United States dollar in relation to the currency of 
their respective countries of residence. 

38. Other representatives, while agreeing on the need to 
provide relief in such cases to those with pensions below 
$5,000, pointed out that adoption of the Belgian proposal 
as it stood could result in those with pensions somewhat 
below $5,000 receiving considerably more than those with 
pensions slightly above $5,000, which would mean that the 
latter would not be equitably treated. 

39. At the 58th meeting, Belgium and France jointly 
submitted a draft resolution (A/C.5/31/L.53) to replace the 
text submitted earlier by Belgium (A/C.5/31/L.47). 

40. At the same meeting, draft resolution A/C.5/ 
3 I /L.53 was adopted by consensus (see para. 46 below, 
draft resolution I, sect. VII). 

* * * 
41. The Committee's discussion of the investments of 

the Joint Staff Pension Fund was based on the report of the 

Secretary-General (A/C .5/31 I I 6), requested by the General 
Assembly in its resolution 3527 (XXX) of I6 December 
1975, and dealt mainly w1th its investments in developing 
countries. 

42. At the 54th meeting, Cuba introduced a draft 
resolution (A/C.5/31/L.38) on the subject; at the 55th 
meeting, the draft resolution was adopted by 34 votes to 
26, with 22 abstentions (see para. 46 below, draft reso
lution II). 

43. Also at the 55th meeting, the Fifth Comm1ttee 
decided, by 33 votes to 29, with 22 abstentions, not to 
consider a draft resolution submitted by Nicaragua (A/C.5/ 
31 /L.48), the text of which read as follows: 

"The General Assemb(v, 

"Noting with concern that direct investments by the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund in developing 
countries are still very small, 

"Recalling the resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly and other international orgamLatJOns con
cerning the new international economic order, 

"Considering that the percentage allocated by the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund to the financing 
of developing countries is disproportionate to the other 
allocations of such funds, 

"I. Requests the Secretary-General to take suitable 
measures to achieve better and greater direct investment 
of the resources of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund in developing countries, on safe and profitable 
terms; 

"2. Further requests the Secretary-General to report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-~econd session on 
the progress achieved in accordance with the provisions of 
the present resolution." 

44. A number of delegations explained that they had 
voted in favour of the Cuban text on the understanding 
that it did not conflict with the requirements that the 
Fund's investments should be made only on safe and 
profitable terms. Other representatives who voted against 
the text or who abstained explained that, while they were 
in favour of increasing safe and profitable investments in 
developing countries where terms and conditions were 
appropriate for the Pension Fund, the method proposed in 
the draft resolution submitted by Cuba was a drastic one 
which might lead to considerable losses in the value of the 
Fund's assets. They further stated that the draft resolution 
failed to provide discretionary authority to the Secretary
General, and that they would have preferred a formulation 
that would have had the Secretary-General deal with the 
matter, as appropriate. Accordingly, they relied on the 
phrase "safe and profitable" as providing for the exercise of 
discretion by the Secretary-General and the Investments 
Committee. Some delegations pointed out that the Invest
ments Committee was being expanded to provide for wider 
and more cguitabl.: geographical distribut1on and that that 
Committee would be expected to advise the Secretary
General on suitable investments m developing countries. 
Still others stressed that the assets of the Fund were legally 
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the property of its participants and pensioners and that the 
Fund was, therefore, a ''sacred trust" of the Secretary
General. 

45. Other aspects of investments which were dealt with 
in the discussions related to the fees paid to the institu
tional investment advisers, and also to the placement of 
securities transactions. In addition, some representatives 
asked questions a bout the progress made in obtaining 
remission of transfer taxes on mvestments in those coun
tries where they were still levied and about losses realized 
on the sale of securities in 1975. With regard to the latter 
point, the Controller reported that, in 1975, the Fund had 
realized a net gain of $11 million on the sale of securities. 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

46. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board 

The General Assembly, 

Having c01mdered the report of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Board to the General Assembly and to the 
member orgamzations of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund for 1976 (A/31/9 and Add.!) and the related 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (A/31 /409), 

Adjustment of benefits in respect of cost-of-living changes 

I. Requests the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Board to continue its study of the system of adjustment of 
benefits in respect of cost-of-living changes, bearing in mind 
the views expressed on this question at the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly and in the light of the 
actuarial valuation of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund as at 31 December 1976, and to submit its 
recommendations to the General Assembly at its thuty
third session; 

2. Deczdes that the system of adjustment of benefits 
approved pursuant to section I of General Assembly reso
lution 3354 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974 shall remain in 
force untJ131 December 1978; 

3. Fitrtlzer decides that one of the guidelines for the 
future deliberations of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Board should be that the principle of compensating 
by whatever means for country-to-country differences in 
the cost of livmg should be given limited recognition falling 
short of equality of purchasing power so as to ensure that 
the new scheme does not require an increase in the present 
or future financwlliabilities of Member States; 

II 

Amendments to the Regulatzons of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension F'und 

Decides that articles 20, 29 (b) (i), 30 (b), 34 (c), 34 (d) 
and 35 (d) of the Regulations of the United Nations Joint 

Staff Pension Fund shall be amended, without retroactive 
effect, from 1 January 1977, as set forth in annex VII to 
the report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board 
(A/31 /9); 

III 

Admission to membership of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization 

Decides to admit the World Intellectual Property Organi
zation to membership in the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund with effect from I January 1977, in ac
cordance with article 3 of the Regulations of the Fund; 

IV 

Emergency Fund 

Authorizes the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board 
to supplement the voluntary contributions to the Emer
gency Fund, for a further period of one year, by an amount 
not exceeding $1 00,000; 

v 

Administrative expenses 

Approves expenses, chargeable directly to the United 
Nations joint Staff Pension Fund, totalling $3,129,400 
(net) for 1977 and supplementary expenses totalling 
$14,200 (net) for 1976 for the administration of the Fund, 
as estimated in annex III to the report of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board (A/31 /9), except that 
the provisions for staff costs for 1977 shall be reduced by 
$15,000; 

VI 

Observations of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

I. tndorses the view of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions that, in the study 
of adjustment proposals to be submitted to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-third session, the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board should take into account not 
only the results of the actuarial valuation of the Fund as at 
31 December 1976, but also all relevant findings of the 
International Civil Service Commission, as referred to in 
paragraph 22 of the Report of the Advisory Committee 
(A/31 /409), together with all aspects of national taxation 
which may be pertinent; 

• 2. Also endorses the view of the Advisory Committee 
that, in making its proposals on adjustment at that time, 
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board should take 
account of the questions of principle referred to in 
paragraph 27 of the report of the Advisory Committee and 
of the alternatives referred to in paragraph 28 thereof; 

VII 

Temporary measures to apply to existing pensioners in 
respect of the loss of purchasing power of their pensions 

Decides to authorize payments during 1977, in an 
aggregate amount not tn exceed $500,000, to be made by 
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the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund to compensate 
those pensioners whose pensions in the country of their 
residence have decreased in purchasing power to a signif
icant extent; the guidelines to be followed for such 
payments are that they shall be made only in respect of 
that part of the loss which exceeds 20 per cent and only 
with respect to pensions which, after such adjustment, do 
not exceed 50 per cent of the net base salary of a 
Professional staff member in the P-1, step I, category, and a 
report on the expenditures thus made in pursuance of the 
present resolution shall be submitted by the Board to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Investments of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund 

The General Assemb~v. 

Noting with concern that the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund has long-term investments in transnational 
corporations amounting to approximately $600 million, 

Recalling the resolutions adopted by the United Nations 
and other international organizations concerning the new 
international economic order and the transnational 
corporations, 

Taking into account that the financing by the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund of transnational corpora
tions contradicts the objectives and purposes of the 
organizations of the United Nations system, 

Considering that the investments made by the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund directly in the developing 
countries arc extremely small, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
resources which the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund holds invested in shares of transnational corporations 
are invested directly in the developing countries, on safe 
and profitable terms; 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to inform the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.36 

Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Indonesia, Nicaragua, Panama and Paraguay: amendments to 
draft resolution II submitted by the Fifth Committee in document A/31/455 

I. Replace the third preambular paragraph in draft 
resolution II submitted by the Fifth Committee in para
graph 46 of its report (A/31/455) by the following: 

"Taking into account that investments by the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund in shares of trans
national corporations may contradict the objectives and 
purposes of the organizations of the United Nations 
system". 

2. hi the last preambular paragraph, after the word 
"countries", insert ",while increasing,". 

3. In operative paragraph 1, make the following changes: 

(a) Following the words "Secretary-General", insert", in 
consultation with the Investments Committee, which is 
being enlarged at the current session to reflect wider and 
more equitable geographical distribution,"; 

f Original: Hnglish/Spanishj 
/21 December 1976} 

(b) Following the words "are invested", delete "directly 
developing countries"; 

(c) At the end of the paragraph, add "and, to the greatest 
extent practicable, in sound investments in developing 
countries;". 

The paragraph would thus read: 

"I. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the Investments Committee, which is being enlarged 
at the current session to reflect wider and more equitable 
geographical distribution, to ensure that the resources 
which the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund holds 
invested in shares of transnational corporations are 
invested on safe and profitable terms and , to the greatest 
extent practicable, in sound investments in developing 
countries;". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its I 07th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions I and II submitted by the Fifth Committee in its report (A/31/455, 
para. 46). It adopted draft resolution I, then the amendments (A/31/L.36) to draft 
resolution II, and, finally, draft resolution II, as amended, by a recorded vote of I 06 to I, 
with 24 abstentions. For the final text, see resolutions 31/196 and 31/197 .I 

I Sec Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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Draft resolution Idem, para. 39 and para. 46, 
draft resolution I, sect. VII 

Note by the Secretary-General circulating the tcx t of a telegram dated 20 Mimeographed 
December 1976 from the Secretary-General of the International Tde-
communicatwn Umon 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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OOCUMENTS A/31/278 AND ADD.l AND 2 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

DOCUMENT A/31/278 

PART I 

f Original: English/ 
{22 October 1976] 

1. At its 14th meeting, on 22 October 1976, the Fifth 
Committee considered agenda item 105. 

2. The Security Council, by its resolution 396 (I 976) of 
22 October 1976, decided to renew the mandate of the 
United Nations Emergency Force for the period from 25 
October 1976 to 24 October 1977 inclusive. The mandate 
of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, 
which was renewed by the Security Council by resolution 
390 (1976) of 28 May 1976, would continue until 30 
November 1976 inclusive. 

3. In view of the fact that the current appropriation for 
UNEF, as provided by section II, paragraph 1, of General 
Assembly resolution 3374 B (XXX) of 28 November 1975, 
did not extend beyond 24 October 1976 and that the 
current authorization of the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments for UNDOF, as provided by section III of 
Assembly resolution 3374 C (XXX) of .2 December 1975, 
would expire on 31 October 1976, the Fifth Committee, 
following a number of oral amendments, adopted without 
objection a draft resolution (see A/C .5/31/L.5) which 
would authorize the Secretary-General to enter into com-

mitments for UNEF for the period from 25 October to 30 
November 1976 inclusive and for UNDOF for one addi
tional month beyond 31 Octob~r 1976, in order to allow 
adequate time for consideration by the General Assembly 
of the report of the Secretc:ry-General on the financing of 
the Forces (see parz. 5 below). 

4. Reservations !md explanations of vote expressed by 
delegations in the course of the discussion are reflected in 
the summary record of the meeting (A/C.5/31/SR.l4). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that the present appropriation for the United 
Nations Emergency Force, as provided by section II, 
paragraph I, of General Assembly resolution 3374 B (XXX) 
of 28 November 1975, does not extend to periods beyond 
24 October 1976, 

Recalling further that the present authority of the 
Secretary-General to enter into commitments for the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, as provided 
by section III of General Assembly resolution 3374 C 
(XXX) of 2 December 1975, expires on 31 October I 976, 

Annexes (XXXI) 105 
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Taking note of Security Council resolution 396 ( 1976) of 
22 October 1976, which renewed the mandate of the 
United Nations Emergency Force for the period from 25 
October 1976 to 24 October 1977 inclusive. 

Noting fttrther that the present mandate of the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force, which was renewed 
by the Security Council in resolution 390 (1976) of 28 May 
1976, continues until 30 November 1976 inclusive, 

1. Decides to authorize the Secretary-General to enter 
into commitments for the United Nations Emergency Force 
at a rate not to exceed $6,916,666 per month for the 
period from 25 October to 30 November 1976 inclusive, 
and for the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
in an amount not to exceed S 1,288,636 for the period from 
I to 30 November 1976 inclusive, in order to allow 
adequate time for consideration by the General Assembly 
eof the report of the Secretary-General on the financing of 
the Forces: 

2. Also deczdes to apportion the above-mentioned ex
penses among Member States in accordance with the 
scheme set forth in General Assembly resolution 3374 B 
and C (XXX). 

DOCUMENT A/31/278/ADD.J 

PART II 

[Original: English/ 
I 30 November 19 76/ 

1. At its 39th meeting, on 30 November 1976, the Fifth 
Comnuttee considered a draft resolution (see A/C.5/ 
31/l.24) submitted by the Chairman, in consultation with 
the Secretariat, on the financing of UNEF and of UNDOF. 

2. As provided by paragraph I of General Assembly 
resolution 31/5 of 26 October 1976, the authority of the 
Secretary-General to enter into commitments for UNEF 
and UNDOF would expire on 30 November 1976. In view 
of the decisions taken by the Security Council- in its 
resolutions 396 ( 1976) of 22 October 1976 and 398 (1976) 
of 30 November 1976--to renew the mandates of the two 
Forces, and in order to allow time for consideration by the 
General Assembly of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the financmg of the Forces ( A/31 /288 ), the draft resolution 
submitted by the Chairman would, inter alia. authorize the 
Secretary-General to enter into commitments for UNEF 
and UNDO F for a further period, from I to 21 December 
1976 inclusive. 

3. The reservations stated as well as explanations of vote 
arc retlected in the summary record of the meeting 
(A/C .'i/31 /SR.39). 

4. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the 
draft resolution by 81 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions (see 
para. 5 below). 

Recommendation of the Fifth Committee 

5. The Fifth Committee recomtnends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

171e General Assembly. 

Recalling that the present authority of the Secretary
General to enter into commitments for the United Natwns 
Emergency Force and for the United Nations Disengage
ment Observer Force, as provided by paragraph I of 
General Assembly resolution 31/5 of 26 October 1976. 
expires on 30 November 1976, 

Taking note of Secunty Council resolutiOn 396 ( 1976) of 
22 October 1976, which renewed the manuate of the 
Umteu Nations Emergency Force for the period from 25 
October 1976 to 24 October 1977 mclusive. anu of Council 
resolution 398 ( 1976) of 30 November 1976. which re
newed the mandate of the United Nat1ons Disengagement 
Observer Force for the period from I December 1976 to 31 
May 1977 inclusive, 

I. Decides to authoril:e the Secretary-General to enter 
into commitments for the United Nat1ons Emergency Force 
and for the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
at a rate not to exceed $6,739,205 and ~I ,393,607 per 
month, respectively, for the period from I to 21 December 
1976 inclus1ve, in order to allow adequate time for 
consideration by the General Assembly of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the financmg: of the Forces 
(A/31 /288); 

2. Also decides to apportion the above-mentwned ex
penses among Member States in accordance w1th the 
scheme set forth 111 General Assembly resolutwns 3374 B 
(XXX) of 28 November 1975 and 3374 C (XXX) of 2 
December 1975. 

DOCUMENT A/31/278/ADD.2 

PART III 

I Original' l:'nglishj 
I:: 1 Decem her 1 () 76/ 

I. The recommenda lions of the Fifth Committee to the 
General Assembly heretofore made durmg the current 
session are reflected in parts I and II (A/31 /27S and 
A/31 /278/ Add.! ) of the present report. Pursuant to those 
recommendations, the General Assembly, at 1ts 41st 
plenary meeting on 26 October 1976. adopted resolution 
31/5 A and, at 1ts 84th plenary meetmg, on I December 
1976, adopted resolution 31/5 B. 

2. The Comm1ttee d;ocussed the financing of UNEF and 
of UNDOF at its 14th, 39th, 51st, 53rd and 59th meetings 
on 22 October, 30 November and 15. 16 anu 21 Decem her 
1976. 

3. When the Committee cons1dered the question at its 
51st and 53rd meetings. 1t had before it the report of the 
Secretary-General ( A/31 /288) on the financing of UNEF 
and of UNDOF, as well as the related report of the 
AdVisory Committee on Admmistrative and Budgetary 
Questions (A/31/410). 

4. In section III of his report. the Secretary-General 
reviewed the expenuitures and obligations of UNEF and 
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UNDOF Juring the tlmd financial period uf their existence, 
namely, from 25 October 1975 to 24 October 1976 
inclusive. In section V of his report, the Secretary-General 
submitted estunates for the Force for the financial period 
25 October 1976 to 24 October 1977 inclusive. The 
Secretary-General estm1ated the cost of UNEF dunng the 
current mandate, which would expm~ on 24 October 1977, 
at :)81.1 million. In paragraphs 18 and 19 of his report. he 
indicated that that estimate did not provide for the costs of 
relocating UNEF headquarters, and that a suitable prov1sion 
would therefore be necessary in the 1976-1977 appro
priatwns 111 the event that the (;eneral Assembly did not 
accept the proposal that he he authonzed to use the 
w1encumhered balance of $11 nullion for 1975-1976 to 
meet the costs of relocatmg UNEF head4uartcrs. The 
estimated cost of UNDOF for thl' penod 25 Octuher 1976 
to 30 November I 976 mclustve was S 1.6 million and. 
cund1tional upon 1ts mandate bemg extended b:- the 
Security Counc1l beyond that date, the related costs were 
estimated at nearly Sl.4 mlllion per month. On that basis. 
the co~t of UNDOF untll 24 October 1977 was est1mated at 
Sl6.6 millwn, and the total for UNEF and UNDOF for the 
fourth year of the Force totalled $97.7 n11llwn. 

5. In 1ts report, the Adv1sury Cormmttee tndicated a 
number of areas where savmgs totalling S5 miiiJon could be 
acl11eved. It also recommended that an estimate of the 
reserve accruing from the sale of obsolete or surplus 
equipment. stores and so forth should be set at $100.000. 
Subject to the prov1so that actual requirements for the 
Force 111 !976-1 977 would depend on the dec1sion to be 
taken by the Security CmulCil regarding the mandate of 
UNDOF after 31 May I 977. the Advisory Committee was 
of the opmion that the cost of the Force in 1976-1977 
should not exceed S92.6 million. 

6. In paragraph 8 of 1ts report. the Advisory Committee. 
referring to paragraph 17 of the Sccrctary-(;encral's report, 
wherem he stated that the average mmlmum cost of the 
new accommodation for UNEF headquarters would appear 
to be of the order of $1 1 milhon, recommended that the 
Secretary-General should not enter into any commitment 
until the Adv1sory Comm1ttce had had the opportumty to 
rev1ew detailed plans and estimates. and recommended that 
the necessary legal action should he taken to ensure that 
ownersh1p m whatever bmldings were erected was properly 
vested in the Un1ted Nations. 

7. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee introduced 
that Committee's report in an oral statement before the 
Fifth Committee at 1ts 51st meeting. 

8. At the 59th meeting, the representative of Argentina 
introduced a draft resolutwn ( A/C .5/31/ L.43) on behalf of 
Argentina, Austna. Canada. Colombia, Fmland, Germany, 
Federal Republic of. Ghana. India, lndonesra. Ireland, 
Kenya, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Por
tugal, Sweden, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. and said that Costa 
Rica, Iran, Nepal, Peru and VeneLuela had JOined the 
sponsors. He also announced some changes m the draft 
resolu twn. 

9. At the same meeting. the representative of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics requested a recorded vote on 
paragraph !8 of the Secretary-General's report. 

10. The Committee approved p;n a£:t a ph 18 of the 
Secretary-General's report (A/31/2KK) by 73 votes to 10, 
on the understanding tha_t it was dtllng 'o in the light of the 
AdVIsory Committee's recommendatwlts in paragraph 8 of 
its report ( A/31/41 0 ). The vuting was :1s follows: 

In jm•our: Algeria. Argentma, ;\u>tralla. Austria. Ban
gladesh, Barbados, Bclgnt m, 1311 utan. 13raLil. Burma, 
Burundi, Canada. Chile. Colomh1a. Congo. Costa Rica, 
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt. Finland. F'rance. Germany, 
Federal Republic of. Ghana. Crcece. Guatemala, Guyana, 
India, IndonesJa. Iran. Ireland. Israel. Italy. Ivory Coast, 
Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwa1t. Liberia. Malaysia, Mali, 
Mexico. Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Oman, Pl11hppines, Portugal. Romania. Rwanda, 
Senegal, Singapore, Somalia. Spain. Sn Lanka, Sudan, 
Surinam, Sweden, Togo. Trintdad and 1 ohago, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates. l!111tl'd Kmgdom of Great 
13ritam and Northern Ireland. Llnitcd Republic of 
Cameroon, United Republic of Tan;:ania, United States of 
America, Upper Volta, llrugua}. VcncLLLela. Yugoslavia, 
Zaire. 

Against: IJulgaria. Byelorussian Suvtct Socialist Republic, 
Czechoslovakw, c;erman Democratic Republic. Hungary, 
Mongolia, Poland, Synan Arab RepubltL·. Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic. Union of Sov1et SuCJaltst Republics. 

Abstainmg: None. 

II. In the course of the di'ocmsiun. certam Member 
States called a ttcntion to the declston taken by the General 
Assembly at its 2303rd plenar) nwdmg. on 29 November 
1974, which had established stmdJrd 1 ates of reunburse
ment to troop-contnbuting countries for pay and al
lowances for their troops, 'ubJect to review .1 Those 
delegations pointed out that a cons1derahle rise m costs had 
occurred smce the rates currently applied were determined 
and proposed that a rev1ew of those rates he undertaken by 
the Secretary-General together with the troop contributors, 
the results of wluch would he rcp1Hll'd to the General 
Assembly at Its thlfty-sccond scssi,'IL 

12. At the same meetmg. tl1c' rcpre>entativc of the 
Secretary-General stated that. 111 vJcw of the fact that 
several delegations had ra1sed the 1ssue. such a review would 
be earned out in close co-opnat Jun "1tlt the troop
contributing countries and nc\\ pwpo:,als Wlmld possibly be 
forthcoming next year. 

13. A number of delegatwm C'\tnc,sed tiLe VIew that 
other Member States should also be able to partiCipate in 
the above-mentioned review. 

14. The Committee then :~doptt:d draft resolution 
A/C. 5/31/L.43 by a recorded vote of 73 to 1, with I 0 
abstentions (see par:;. 16 bc:low). The votmg was as follows: 

in fm•our: Algeria, A1gentma. Australia. Austria, Ban
gladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan. Brazil, Burma, 
Burundi, Canada, Chile, Colombia. Congo, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt. l· :nbnd. France, Ger-

I Sec Official Records of the Ccneral Assemhly, Tlventy-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. 31 ami corn~endum, p. 140, 1tem 84. 
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man), Federal Republic of, c;hana, Greece. Guatemala, 
Guyana, India, Indonesia. Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Liberia, Malaysia, 
Mali, 1\lexJco. Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor
wav, Oman. Plnlippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania. 
Rwanda, SenegaL Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Sunnam, S\\eden, Togo, Trmidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
Turkey. United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great 
Bntam and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Cameroon. Umted Republic of Tanzama, United States of 
1\mcnca, llpper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 
Za1re. 

Agamst Syrian Arab Republic. 

AIJI"taznmg: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Sov1et Socialist Re
public, Chad, CLechoslovakia, Gabon, German Democratic 
Repubhc, Hungary, Mongolia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Limon of Sov1et Socialist Republics. 

1 'i. A full account of the Committee's consideration of 
the i tcm, me ludmg reservatwns expressed by some dele
gations and explanations of vote, are reflected m the 
<;urmnary records of the F1fth Comnnttee (A/C.5/31/SR.14, 
39,51, 53 and 59). 

Recommendations of the Fifth Committee 

16 Th•: F1fth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the aJopt1on of the following draft resolutions: 

Fznanctng of tlze United .-Vations f:"mergcll(l' Force and 
of the l'mtccl .\"ations f)zscngagement Obsen•er Force 

17!c ( :uzcra! Assembly, 

/larmg conszclcrcd the report of the Secretary-General on 
the fin~mcmg of the llmtcd Nat10ns Emergency Force and 
uf the Umtnl Nat1ons D1scngagement Observer Force 
( Ai3JI :'S>l.) a' \\ell ~s the related report of the Advisory 
Cumm1ttec <ln i\dmJmstratJve and Budgetary Questions 
(i\,'3 1/41 0). 

flr'amzg l/1 nllnd Sccunt: C\mncd 1csolutwns 340 ( 1973) 
of 25 October 1973, 346 (1974) of 8 April 1974, 
362(1974) of 23 October 1974, 368(1975) of 17 April 
]<)75, 371 (1975) of 24 July 1975, 378 (1975) of 23 
October 197 5 and 396 (1976) of 22 October 1976, 

R. •ali11zg lh rc'L'lutlllllS 3101 (XXVIII) of 11 December 
!'.173. 3.::11 H (.\XTX) of 29 November 1974,33748 
(:\'<X) "r .':-', 1\<>vc·mhe!· 1975.31/5 A of 26 October 1976 
:tnd ~ l ·:; !~ ,,f I Decembe1 J 976, 

f{,-_;rr·nntn.r; il-' pr<?Vt.>•Js decJ,i<ms regarding the fact that, 
Hi ·wier 1<) :11Cd the c\.penditures caused by such opera
litH ,, .1 J,!tern~ !'llll'Cchtrc 1s reqUired from that applied to 
;q. ; •:XJ'<~ndJt<llC> << the regular budget of the United 

, ..... . i.f,, uccu?:nt tl,~ L1cl that the cconomJcally more 
~i~.~~·t'·:·i 1 t ·• ~...· ·u~~!rie~ are tn a posttiDD to make rel:..ttively 
larg•:r · <lltf't•t•,J•'J>S and th<~t the Cc'OIWmicallv less de-

veloped countries have a relatively limited capacity to 
contribute towards peace-keeping operations involving 
heavy expenditures, 

Bearmg in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council in the fi
nancing of such operations, as indicated in General As
sembly resolution 1874 (S-lY) of 27 June 1963 and other 
resolutions of the Assembly, 

1. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account re
ferred to in sect JOn II, paragraph I, of General Assembly 
resolution 3211 B (XXIX) the amount of $76,276,000 for 
the operation of the United Nations Emergency Force for 
the penod from 25 October 1976 to 24 October 1977 
inclus1ve; 

2. Decides ji1rther, as an ad hoc arrangement, without 
preJudice to the positions of principle that may be taken by 
Member States in any consideration by the General 
Assembly of arrangements for the financing of peace
keeping operations, to apportion the amount of 
$14,147,968, pertammg on a pro rata basis to the period 
from 25 October 1976 to 31 December 1976mclusive, 
among Member States in the proportions determined by the 
scale of assessments for 1974-1976 and the amount of 
$62,128,032, pertaming on a pro rata basis to the period 
from 1 January 1977 to 24 October 1977 inclusive, among 
Member States in the proportions determined by the scale 
of assessment for 1977, and notwithstanding the provisions 
of paragraphs 2 of Assembly resolutions 31/5 A of 26 
October 1976 and 31/5 B of l December 1976: 

(a) To apportion an amount of $47,082,775 for the 
above-mentioned twelve-month period among the Member 
States referred to in paragraph 2 (a) of General Assembly 
resolutiOn 3101 (XXVIII), of which $8,948,590 shall be 
apportioned in the proportions determined by the scale cf 
assessments for 1974-1976 and $38,134,185 in the propor
tions determined by the scale of assessments for 1977; 

(b) To apportion an amount of $27,476,768 for the 
above-mentioned twelve-month period among the Member 
States referred to m paragraph 2 (b) of resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and sect1on II, paragraph 2 (b) of resolution 
3374 B (XXX), of which $4,899,441 shall be apportioned 
in the proportions determined by the scale of assessments 
for 1974-1976 and $22,577,327 in the proportions deter
mined by the scale of assessments for 1977; 

(c) To apportion an 3mount of $1,663,063 for the 
above-mentioned twelve-month period among the Member 
States referred to in paragraph 2 (c) of resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and sect10n II, paragraph 2 (c) of resolutiOn 
3374 B (XXX). of which $290,033 shall be apportioned in 
the proportions determined by the scale of assessments for 
1974-1976 and $1,373,030 in the proportions determined 
by the scale of assessments for 1977; 

(d) To apportion an amount of $53,394 for the above
mentioned twelve-month period among the Member States 
referred to in paragraph 2 (d) of resolution 31 OJ (XXVIII) 
and section IV, paragraph 1, of resolution 3374 B (XXX), 
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of which $9,904 shall be apportwned m the proportions 
determined by the scale of assessments for 1974-1976 and 
$43,490 m the proportions determined by the scale of 
assessments for 1977; 

II 

I. Stresses the need for voluntary contributions to the 
United Nations Emergency Force both in cash and in the 
form of services and supplies acceptable to the Secretary
General; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary 
action to ensure that the United Nations Emergency Force 
is conducted with a maximum of efficiency and economy; 

III 

I. Decides that Cape Verde, the Comoros, Mozambique, 
Papua New Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe and Surinam 
shall be 111cluded in the group of Member States mentioned 
in paragraph 2 (d) of General Assembly resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and that thm contributions for the United 
Nations Emergency Force shall be calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph (g) of Assembly resolution 
31/95 B of I 4 December 1976; 

2. Decides further that, 111 accordance with regulations 
5. 2 (c) of the Fmancial Regulations of the Umted Nations, 
the contributions to the United Nations Emergency Force 
until 24 October 1976 of the Members hsted in paragraph I 
of the present sectiOn shall be treated as miscellaneous 
income to be set off against the appropnations apportioned 
in section I above. 

B 

The General Assemhlv. 

Ha1•mg cmlSldered the report of the Secretary-General on 
the fmancmg of the United Nations Emergency Force and 
of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
(A/31/288) as well as the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Admmistrative and Budgetary Questions 
(A/31/410), 

Bearing in mind Secunty Council resolutiOns 350 ( 1974) 
of 31 May 1974, 363 (1974) of 29 November 1974, 
369 (I 975) of 28 May I 975, 381 ( 1975) of 30 November 
1975, 390(1976) of 28 May 1976 and 398(1976) of 30 
November I 976, 

Recalling its resolutions 3101 (XXVIII) of I I December 
I 973. 321 I B (XXIX) of 29 November I 974, 3374 C 
(XXX) of 2 December 1975, 31/5 of 26 October 1976 and 
31/5 B of I December 1976, 

Reaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact that, 
in order to meet the expenditures caused by such opera
tions, a different procedure is required from that apphed to 
meet expenditures of the regular budget of the United 
Nations, 

Takzng into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are 111 a position to make relatively 

larger contributions and that the economical!\· ]c,, lk
veloped countries have a relatively hn11ted capJCity t,> 

contribute towards peace-keepmg oper~!Hlns mvul\ 1ng 
heavy expenditures, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the State,; 
permanent members of the Security Council in the tl
nancing of such operations, as indicated 111 (,cncr:.!l Ao
sembly resolution 1874 (S-lV) of 27 June I 963 and other 
resolutions of the Assembly, 

Recalling that, subsequent to the renewal of the mandate 
of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
beyond 31 May 1976, the amount of :16,443 J RO was 
apportioned as authorized under sectiOn III of General 
Assembly resolution 3374 C (XXX) for the operatmn of 
the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force for the 
period from 1 June to 3 I October 1976 inclusive, 

Bearing in mmd that the financial year of the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force concludes on 24 
October, 

Decides to appropriate to the Special Account referred tu 
m section II, paragraph I, of General Assembly resolutiOn 
3211 B (XXIX) the amount of $6,1 5 2,182 for the opera
tion of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
for the period from I June to 24 October 1976 mclusivc· 

II 

I. Decides to appropnate to the Special Account an 
amount of $9,824,086 for the operatiOn of the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force for the penod from 
25 October 1976 to 31 May 1977 mclusive: 

2. Decides ji1rther, as an ad hoc arrangement. witlwut 
prejudice to the positions of principle that may be taken by 
Member States in any consideration by the General 
Assembly of arrangements for the financmg of peace
keeping operations, to apportion the amount of 
$3,026,169, pertaining on a pro rata basis to the pcnod 
from 25 October I 976 to 31 December 1976 inclusive, 
among Member States in the proportions determmed by the 
scale of assessments for I 974-1976 and the amount of 
$6,797,917, pertaining on a pro rata basis to the period 
from I January 1977 to 31 May 1977 inclusive, among 
Member States in the proportions determined by the scale 
of assessments for 1977 and, notwithstanding the pro
visions of paragraphs 2 of Assembly resolut10ns 31 /S 1\ uf 
26 October I 976 and 31/5 B of I December I 976 

(a) To apportion an amount of $6,086,613 for the 
period from 25 October 1976 to 3 I May 1977 lllclusl\'e 
among the Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (a) of 
General Assembly resolution 31 OJ (XXVIII), of wh1ch 
$1,914,052 shall be apportioned in the proportwns deter
mined by the scale of assessments for 1974-1076 and 
$4, I 72,56 I in the proportions determined by the scale of 
assessments for 1977; 

(b) To apportion an amount of $3,511\,325 for the 
period from 25 October 1976 to 31 May 1977 Inclusive 
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among the Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (b) of 
resolution 3101 (XXVIII) and section II, paragraph 2 (b), 
of resolution 3374 C (XXX), of which $1,047,962 shall be 
apportioned in the proportions determined by the scale of 
assessments for 1974-1976 and $2,470,363 in the pro
portions determined by the scale of assessments for 1977; 

(c) To apportion an amount of $212,271 for the period 
from 25 October 1976 to 31 May 1977 inclusive among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (c) of resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and section II, paragraph 2 (c), of reso
lution 3374 C (XXX), of which $62,037 shall be appor
tioned in the proportions determined by the scale of 
assessments for 1974-1976 and $1 50,234 in the pro
portions determined by the scale of assessments for 1977; 

(d) To apportion an amount of $6,877 for the period 
from 25 October 1976 to 31 May 1977 inclusive among the 
Member States referred to in paragraph 2 (d) of resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and section V, paragraph 1, of resolution 
3374 C (XXX), of which $2,118 shall be apportioned in the 
proportions determined by the scale of assessments for 
1974-1976 and $4,759 m the proportions determined by 
the scale of assessments for 1977; 

III 

Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into commit
ments for the United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force at a rate not to exceed $1,359,583 per month for the 
period from 1 June to 24 October 1977 inclusive, should 
the Security Council decide to continue the Force beyond 
the period of six months authorized under its resolution 
398 (1976) of 30 November 1976, the said amount to be 

apportioned among Member States in accordance with the 
scheme set out in the present resolution; 

IV 

1. Stresses the need for voluntary contributions to the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force both in cash 
and in the form of services and supplies acceptable to the 
Secretary-General; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary 
action to ensure that the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force is conducted with a maximum of efficiency 
and economy; 

v 

1. Decides that Cape Verde, the Comoros, Mozambique, 
Papua New Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe and Surinam 
shall be included in the group of Member States mentioned 
in paragraph 2 (d) of General Assembly resolution 
3101 (XXVIII) and that their contributions for the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force shall be calculated 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (g) of 
Assembly resolution 31/95 B of 14 December 1976; 

2. Decides further that, in accordance with regulation 
5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
the contributions to the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force until 24 October 1976 of the Members 
listed in paragraph 1 of the present section shall be treated 
as miscellaneous income to be set off against the appro
priations apportioned in section II above. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 41st plenary meeting, on 26 October 1976, the General Assembly adopted the 
draft resolution submitted by the fifth Committee in part I of its report (A/31/178, 
para. 5). For the final text, see resolution 31/5 A.2 

At its 84th plenary meeting, on 1 December 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 112 votes to 2, adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Fifth 
Committee in part II of its report (A/31/278/Add.l, para. 5). For the final text, see 
resolution 31/5 8.2 

At its 107th plenary meeting, on 22 December 1976, the General Assembly voted on 
draft resolutions A and B submitted by the Fifth Committee in part III of its report 
(A/31/278/ Add.2, para. 16 ). Draft resolution A was adopted by a recorded vote of 113 
to 2, with 12 abstentions. Draft resolution B was orally revised by the Rapporteur of the 
Committee so that section I began after the sixth preambular paragraph and read as 
follows: 

"I 

"1. Recalls that, subsequent to the renewal of the mandate of the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force beyond 31 May 1976, the amount of 
$6,443,180 was apportioned as authorized under section III of General Assembly 
resolution 33 74 C (XXX) for the operation of the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force for the period from 1 June to 31 October 1976 inclusive, and that the 

2 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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financial year of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force concludes on 24 
October; 

"2. Decides to appropriate to the SpeCial Account referred to in section II, 
paragraph I, of General Assembly resolution 3211 B (XXIX) the amount of 
$6,152,182 for the operation of the United Nations Discng3gement Observer Force 
for the period from 1 June to 24 October 1976 inclusive, with apportionment as 
authorized under section III of Assembly resolution 3374 C (XXX).". 

The draft resolution was then adopted by a recorded vote of 112 to ~ with I 2 
abstentions. For the final text, see resolutions 31/5 C and D.2 
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L At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Report of the 
International Law Commission on the work of its twenty
eighth session" and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

2. The Sixth Committee considered this item at its 13th, 
14th, 16th to 35th, 42nd and 60th meetings, held on 7 and 
12 October and from 13 October to 2 November and on 
1 December 1976. 

3. At its 13th meeting, on 7 October, Mr. Abdullah 
El·Erian, Chairman of the International Law Commission at 
its twenty-eighth session, introduced the Commission's 
report on the work of that session (A/39/10). At the 26th 
meeting, on 25 October, he commented on the observations 
which had been made during the debate on the report. The 
members of the Sixth Committee expressed their apprecia
tion to the Chairman of the Commission for his statements. 

4. The report was divided into six chapters entitled: 
I. Organization of the session; II. The most-favoured-nation 
clause; III. State responsibility; IV. Succession of States in 
respect of matters other than treaties; V. The law of the 
non-navigational uses of international watercourses; and VI. 
Other decisions and conclusions of the Commission. Chap
ter II contained a set of 27 draft articles provisionally 
adopted by the Commission in first reading on the 
most-favoured-nation clause. Chapters III and IV contained 
draft articles provisionally adopted by the Commission on 
State responsibility and on succession of States in respect 
of matter~ other than treaties, respectively. Chapter V 
contained a description of the Commission's work on the 
law of the non-navigational uses of international water
courses. Chapter VI concerned the question of treaties 
concluded between States and international organizations 
or between two or more international organizations, the 
conclusions of the Commission on the programme and 
organization of its work on the basis of recommendations 

Paragraphs 
E. The law of the non-navigational uses of inter-

national watercourses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210-228 
1. General observations ................. 210-213 
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study and nature and content of the rules to 
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.., Programme of work ................ . 
(a) Topics included in the current programme 
(b) Other topics .................. . 
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229-249 
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232-235 
232-233 
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236-245 

246 
247 
248 
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251 

made by a planning group established by the Commission 
and a number of administrative and other matters. 

5. At the 60th meeting, on 1 December, the Rapporteur 
of the Sixth Committee raised the question whether the 
Committee, in accordance with established practice, wished 
to include in its report to the General Assembly a summary 
of the main trends which emerged in the course of the 
debate on the item. After referring to General Assembly 
resolution 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, the Rap
porteur informed the Committee of the financial implica
tions of the question. At the same meeting the Sixth 
Committee decided that, in view of the subject-matter, the 
report should include an analytical summary of the 
Committee's debate on the item. 

Proposal 

6. At the same meeting, the representative of the 
Netherlands introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.9) 
sponsored by Algeria, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Indonesia, Ireland, Kenya, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Romania, Spain, 
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America 
and Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by Egypt and Iran. 
The text of the draft resolution was the same as that in 
paragraph 251 below, with the exception of the following 
changes which were made orally at the same meeting and 
accepted by the sponsors: in operative paragraph 4 (d) the 
words "its study of" were replaced by "its work on" and in 
paragraph 9 the words "for its consideration" were replaced 
by "for its attention". 

Debate 

A. General comments on the work of the International Law 
Commission and the codification process 

7. The representatives who participated in the debate 
congratulated the Commission for the substantial and 
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constructive work done at its twenty-eighth session which 
had enabled it to complete the first reading of the draft 
articles on the most-favoured-nation clause, to achieve 
considerable progress in the preparation of draft articles on 
State responsibility and succession of States in respect of 
matters other than treaties and to examine the first report 
by the Special Rapporteur on the law of the non
navigational uses of international watercourses (A/CN.4/ 
295). The report of the Commission had great intrinsic 
merit and constituted a valuable source of information for 
the interpretation and application of international law and 
for future studies in that field. Both in format and content, 
it provided further evidence of the valuable role of the 
Commission in the codification and progressive develop
ment of international law. 

8. The Commission was praised for its continued efforts 
to contribute to the fulfilment of the Assembly's responsi
bilities under Article 13, paragraph I a. of the Charter of 
the United Nations. The progressive development and 
codification of international law was not an easy task in the 
United Nations, which was constantly confronted by 
changes in international relations and profound political 
and ideological divisions among its Members. Against this 
background, in the Commission, the over-all standard 
during the past five years had been in the high tradition 
established by and expected from it. While some might 
complain about a certain lack of speed, the work of 
codification which had been entrusted to it called for 
extensive research in the fields of State practice, juris
prudence and doctrine. Moreover, States were often over
hesitant in replying to the questionnaires drawn up by the 
Commission. But there was no questioning that the draft 
articles resulting from the work of the Commission, 
together with the commentaries, had always constituted the 
basic device in the treaty-making process. The advantages of 
that method could be appreciated even more in some other 
instances, such as the United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea whlch, at its series of sessions, had not 
succeeded in drawing up a convention for want of an 
advanced draft. 

9. The practical achievements of the Commission in the 
field of international law derived from the interaction 
between the scholarly studies, the commentaries and the 
draft articles it submitted, the deliberations of the Sixth 
Committee and the written observations formulated by 
Governments. The functioning of that triangle
International Law Commission, Sixth Committee and legal 
departments of Member States-was one of the most 
important prerequisites for the United Nations contribution 
to the codification and progressive development of inter· 
national law. 

I 0. Several representatives indicated that their Govern
ments attached the greatest importance to the Com
mission's work in the fields of progressive development and 
codification of international law. This was the more so 
since it was now to the Commission that the international 
community had to look to see reflected in new and 
generally acceptable legal norms the vast changes that were 
taking place in many spheres, especially that of inter
national co-operation. The Commission's reports provided 
increasing evidence of the importance which the Com
mission's members attached to contemporary developments 

which had a bearing on the subjects discussed. In this 
connexion, the particular significance that the International 
Law Commission had for the developing countries was 
stressed. It was only unfailing respect for the absolute 
inviolability of national sovereignty and territorial integrity 
which could secure to the poor and the militarily weak a 
climate of peace and stability, and there could not and 
must not be any erosion of that principle. It was gratifying, 
therefore, to note that the principle had found expression 
in the Commission's work. The Commission had also shown 
its awareness of the fact that all efforts directed towards 
the progressive development and codification of inter
national law might remain sterile unless they led to 
economic hope and betterment and ultimately to true 
economic independence for all peoples throughout the 
world. 

I I. Some representatives stressed that the codification 
of international law had become an increasingly complex 
and sensitive task. The birth of a large number of States had 
created a new international climate in the legal sphere. The 
codification of international law should, therefore, take 
account of new demands and aspirations, as well as the 
ideas and legitimate interests of all States. The rules of 
international law whlch the International Law Commission 
was endeavouring to develop and codify should contribute 
to the solution of current problems between.States in the 
interest of all States. Those rules should clearly define 
relations between States in accordance with the need to 
maintain peace and security, to build a new international 
economic order and to ensure the free and independent 
development of all peoples. By striving to achieve those 
objectives, the Commission would be contributing to the 
reshaping of contemporary international relations. The legal 
solutions formulated by the International Law Commission 
required the courage to look beyond traditional inter
national law and take into account the opinions and 
practice of all States, as could be seen in the commentaries 
on the draft articles. The Commission was to be con
gratulated on the fact that some of the draft articles 
contained in its latest report, including article 21 of the 
draft articles on'1the most-favoured-nation clause and article 
19 of the draft articles on State responsibility, showed 
political and social sensitivity to a new world order. The 
Commission should not be deterred from making further 
efforts in that direction by the fact that States might 
reproach it for its daring. 

12. Some representatives stressed the importance of 
international law as the basis of relations between States 
and, in conformity with the current trend towards the 
relaxation of international tension, as a major factor in the 
solution of contemporary problems, including the preven
tion of a new world war. A period of lessened tension 
afforded favourable conditions for the progressive develop
ment of international law. The present era was marked by 
such trends as the irresistible advance of the forces of peace 
and progress, the liquidation of colonialism and the 
emergence of new States pursuing a policy of peace; those 
trends in themselves afforded yet further scope for the 
development of new principles and provisions of inter
national law. Thus, the codification and progressive de
velopment of that law could be seen as one aspect of a 
complex of efforts directed towards the relaxation of 
international tension and the establishment of a new system 
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of international relations. The embodiment, as norms of 
international law, of the progressive principles of inter
national life would lead to a strengthening of the inter
national legal system. 

13. Some representatives, referring to the election ofthe 
members of the Commission scheduled to take place at the 
current session of the General Assembly, stressed the great 
importance they attached to the election and, in particular, 
to the application of the principles laid down in article 8 of 
the statute of the Commission (see General Assembly 
resolution 174 (II)). It was extremely important for the 
international community and for the development of 
international law that the members of the Commission 
should not only fulftl the required conditions, but that the 
major civilizations and the main legal systems in the world 
should be represented. The aim of the codification and the 
progressive development of international law was to estab
lish a law for the existing international community so that 
all States, large and small, old and new, might participate in 
the task and so that all nations would feel responsible for 
that law and feel confident that it expressed the needs of 
the world community. 

B. The most-favoured-lllltion clause 

14. Representatives who spoke on the chapter of the 
Commission's report devoted to the most-favoured-nation 
clause (see A/31/1 0, chap. II) expressed in general their 
satisfaction at the completion, in first reading, of the draft 
articles on the topic, as had been recommended by the 
General Assembly in resolution 3495 (XXX). A tribute was 
paid to the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Endre Ustor, and to the 
members of the Commission on their achievement, which 
represented one of the most important steps forward taken 
by the Commission at its twenty-eighth session. 

15. In the opinion of some representatives, there could 
be no doubt of the timeliness of the Commission's work on 
the topic, for the principle of most-favored-nation treat
ment was of the greatest importance for co-operation 
among States in the sphere of economic relations in general 
and in the development of international trade in particular. 
This was shown by numerous international documents such 
as the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe and the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States. The view was also expressed 
that the most-favoured-nation clause was an important 
instrument for the promotion of equitable and mutually 
advantageous economic relations among all States regardless 
of existing differences in social systems and levels of 
development. It should be stressed, however, that the 
application of the clause was not limited to trade or 
economic relations but also applied to the most diverse 
inter-State relations. The fact that its application was no 
longer limited to commercial treaties but extended to such 
diverse fields as transport, the establishment of aliens, 
diplomatic and consular immunity, the administration of 
justice and intellectual property made it particularly neces
sary to regulate the clause on the legal level. 

16. Many representatives commented on the set of draft 
articles adopted in first reading by the Commission, either 
as a whole or with reference to specific provisions. Some 
observations were also made on related aspects not covered 
by the draft. 

1. COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ARTICLES 
AS A WHOLE 

17. Several representatives considered the set of 27 draft 
articles to be generally acceptable and a good basis for 
further work. The opinion was expressed that the set of 
articles on the most-favoured-nation clause met in general 
the requirements in respect of such articles, for it included 
all the questions the codification of which might be useful 
for the practical application of the clause. There would, of 
course, be further debate on many related questions which 
could not be fully settled at a first reading. But the draft 
represented an acceptable beginning of a solution on a 
subject that was in itself controversial owing to the 
conflicting interests at play; it contained several valuable 
provisions on the legal effects of the clause inter partes as 
well as for third States. 

18. A number of representatives considered that the 
draft articles were simple, clear and concise. However, the 
view was expressed that the text of some of them was 
almost too condensed, so that it was necessary to refer to 
the commentary in order to find the answers to a number 
of important questions. 

19. There was general agreement that the draft articles 
should be passed on to Governments for their comments in 
the form in which they had been submitted to the General 
Assembly. In this connexion, some representatives, noting 
the Commission's desire to base its study on the broadest 
possible foundations and in order that the draft articles 
would fully reflect the modem developments in the field of 
international trade, felt that it would be highly beneficial to 
submit them, prior to their adoption in second reading, also 
to the competent United Nations bodies which dealt with 
meta-legal issues that might impinge on the operation of the 
clause, such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD). Those organs could make invalu
able comments on the draft articles. It was also suggested 
that the draft articles should be transmitted to the various 
regional economic groups for their comments. 

(a) The most-favoured-nation clause and the 
principle of non-discrimilllltion 

20. Some representatives quoted with approval from 
passages contained in paragraphs 37 to 40 of the Com
mission's report on the relationship between the clause and 
the principle of non-discrimination. It was said in this 
com~exion that the definition of most-favoured-nation 
treatment given in draft article 5 covered the ideal case, in 
which the treatment which the granting State accorded to 
the beneficiary State was no less favourable than that it 
extended to any third State. There were, however, in 
practice cases in which States conducted their trade and 
other economic relations with specific countries on other 
bases and the Commission had included recognition of their 
sovereignty in that respect in draft article 26. 

(b) The most-favoured-nation clause and the 
different levels of economic development 

21. Some representatives considered that the draft 
rested on a firm foundation, for the Commission, in 
formulating the articles, had proceeded from the generally 
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recognized principles and rules of international law and 
from an evaluation of State practice, judicial decisions and 
legal writings. The articles took into account the funda
mental changes that had taken place in international 
economic relations, and especially in international trade, 
during recent years, and also the need to abolish unjustified 
trade barriers and promote international co-operation on 
the basis of mutual respect and equity. In particular, they 
had the merit of taking into consideration United Nations 
resolutions on the new international economic order. Taken 
as a whole, they represented progress towards the establish
ment of development law in keeping with the requirements 
of that new order. At a time when efforts were being made 
to institute a new international economic order, the clause 
could obviously not be viewed in the same light as in the 
past, and due account must be taken of its negative impact 
on economically disadvantaged partners. There should 
therefore be some restrictions regarding its application. In 
this connexion, satisfaction was expressed at the elabora
tion by the Commission of new rules relating to exceptions 
to certain commitments in the most-favoured-nation clause 
which could go far to .change the law relating to inter
national trade. The Commission, whose size and composi
tion were particularly conducive to disciplined and objec
tive consideration of the issue, was to be commended on its 
courage in considering the question of the most-favoured
nation clause in the context of reality. 

22. Certain representatives, nevertheless, wondered 
whether the Commission had given sufficient study to the 
interrelationship between the application of the clause and 
the position of the developing countries. That aspect of the 
draft should be given further study at the second reading, 
taking into account the specific measures that could be 
adopted in order to institute a new international economic 
order. Since this was the first time that the Commission was 
dealing with economic relations and international law, its 
efforts should extend to other aspects of economic inter
national law and development law if it was to be responsive 
to the needs of the present-day world. The opinion was also 
expressed that the draft articles should take full account of 
new developments in international relations, particularly in 
the economic field. Given the fundamental changes which 
had occurred since the most-favoured-nation system had 
first become part of the practice of States, a complete 
reconsideration of the system might be necessary. For 
example, while the classical, non-conditional most
favoured-nation clause was non-discriminatory, abstract and 
automatic in its application, it was doubtful that a modern 
most-favoured-nation system, as adapted to current needs, 
could retain those characteristics. The draft would have 
better reflected modern-day reality if the traditional and 
outdated elements prejudicial to developing countries had 
been removed from the clause. 

23. In the view of a number of representatives, owing to 
the Commission's wish not to be drawn into discussion of 
economic policy matters, the draft did not effectively 
reflect the spirit of new economic principles generated by 
recent international events and approved by various inter
national legislative forums. Some of the articles formulated 
by the Commission did not adequately take account of the 
declarations and resolutions which had been adopted in the 
past years to preserve the interests of the developing 
countries. In that connexion, specific mention was made of 

the Declaration on the Establishment of a New Inter
national Economic Order (General Assembly resolution 
3201 (S-VI)), the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States (General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)), the 
resolutions of the General Assembly concerning the per
manent sovereignty of all peoples in relation to their wealth 
and their natural resources, and various resolutions of 
UNCTAD. 

24. It was also added that the history of the most
favoured-nation clause was revealing in itself: the clause had 
been inserted especially in treaties of friendship, trade and 
navigation of the earliest type in order to ensure the 
enjoyment of the greatest benefits or of equality in the 
advantages accorded by the granting State to any other 
State. But in the past it had generally been the developing 
countries which could be identified as the granting States as 
opposed to the beneficiary States, although there was in 
principle reciprocity of treatment. The weaker members of 
the international community had often been asked to give 
equal maximum concessions to the stronger Powers. That 
practice had changed quite radically, as recognized by the 
Commission. Since the advent of UNCI AD it had become 
customary to refer to the different levels of economic 
development with a view to ensuring greater benefits for 
the developing countries. 

25. The view was also expressed that most-favoured
nation treatment had evolved in response to the needs of 
the main trading nations and of international trade. The 
Commission's comments on the abandonment of the 
conditional clause revealed that instead of coherent de
velopment, there had been a series of oscillations in the 
positions of the main trading partners as a result of 
fluctuations in international trade and in the commercial 
strength of the States concerned. Thus the evolution of the 
clause had been a response to considerations other than 
strictly legal ones. The Commission had recognized that 
reality but had emphasized the legal character of the clause 
and the legal conditions governing its application. The 
Commission had stated on several occasions in its com
mentary that it was unwilling to bridge the gap between law 
and economics. Although it referred to developments in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
UNCTAD and elsewhere, its draft articles did not reflect 
the progressive development of rules in international trade 
which would be beneficial to developing countries. Never
theless, meta-legal realities did exist and, to a large extent, 
determined the shape and content of any legal principles 
which were the subject of efforts at codification, since 
neither the evolution nor the progressive development of 
international law could take place in isolation from the 
international, social, economic and political realities govern
ing the relations between States. 

26. The opinion was further expressed that the Com
mission, whose aim was to clarify the scope and practical 
effect of the clause as a legal institution, had elaborated a 
legal regime of the clause which affirmed most-favoured
nation treatment as the norm of international trade 
relations, from which only certain derogations were permit
ted. In so doing, the draft articles did not take account of 
the development of international trade relations since the 
Second World War. What the Commission regarded as 
exceptions to the clause were actually a modification of the 
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clause resulting from the changes which had occurred in 
international trade relations. That was true of the promo
tion of concessional trade advantages between developing 
countries, of the preferential treatment to be accorded the 
products of developing countries in the markets of the 
developed countries, and of the role of free-trade areas and 
customs unions and the question of the preferential or 
national treatment accorded to one another by members of 
such associations. It was, therefore, felt that the legal 
regime of the most-favoured-nation clause could not be 
elaborated by reaffirming the supremacy of the clause in 
trade relations between States, since, as far as the develop
ing countries were concerned, UNCT AD had categorically 
stated that that would satisfy the demands of formal 
equality but would create grave inequality in its applica
tion. The Commission should review those provisions of its 
draft which did not take due account of different levels of 
economic development and should promote the develop
ment of contemporary international trade relations in 
conformity with the decisions of UNCT AD and other 
forums. It should take into account the pivotal role of 
regional economic integration movements in the develop
ment of the agricultural and industrial sectors of developing 
countries participating in such movements, the right of 
developing countries to accord advantages to one another 
without according them to developed third States, and their 
right to receive non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory 
preferential treatment for their products from the de
veloped countries. 

(c) The general character of the draft articles 

27. Several representatives noted with satisfaction that 
the Commission had followed the Vienna Convention on 
the Law of Treaties closely in drafting the articles and that 
it considered that they should be interpreted in the light of 
that Convention. They agreed with the Commission that 
the draft articles should be an autonomous set and not an 
annex to the Vienna Convention. 

(i) Scope of the draft 

28. The opinion was expressed, with reference to para
graph 45 of the Commission's report, that the Commission 
had appropriately focused on the legal character of the 
clause and the effect of the clause as a legal institution in 
the context of all aspects of its practical application. It had 
therefore rightly studied the clause as a special aspect of the 
general law of treaties without considering the clause's 
different fields of application, since the question of when 
and to what degree the clause could and should be applied 
was not within its competence. It was said that, on the 
other hand, the Commission had studied, in accordance 
with its functions, the legal consequences of the application 
of the most-favoured-nation clause in the different fields of 
inter-State relations and in the different international 
treaties as well as the rules of interpretation to be adopted 
and, more generally, the legal problems involved in the 
,,,Jp!ication of the clause. That approach was to be 
v :-l._:omed since it had led the Commission to submit draft 
c:mdes in which the clause was considered in a general 
n·w ,<t'r and not in relation to the field in which it was 
:.'r ·.:! . The Commission could not examine all aspects of 
tt· . ' L'J nor all individual cases; it must limit itself to the 

.rj;fying general rules relating to the needs and 

aspirations of the international community. The comment 
was also made that, in view of the important role the clause 
played in the field of international trade and of the 
difficulty in completely dissociating its legal and economic 
aspects, the Commission had had to solve interdisciplinary 
problems taking account not only of the legal aspects but 
also of the economic conditions in which the clause was 
applied, a fact that was welcomed. Although the clause was 
closely linked with international trade, the Commission had 
been particularly wise in declining to be drawn into a 
discussion of economic policy matters, which were best 
dealt with in other contexts and by other bodies of the 
United Nations. 

29. Reference was made to the fact that the Commission 
had indicated it was aware that the provisions of the draft 
articles would not give an automatic solution to all 
questions which might arise in connexion with the inter
pretation and application of most-favoured-nation clauses. 
Some representatives, therefore, considered that the draft 
should contain an article on the settlement of disputes. 
Among the reasons in support of this position it was said 
that, in the absence of legal precedents, the implementation 
and interpretation of a future convention creating new 
rights and duties would inevitably give rise to disputes. It 
was asserted that, for example, the question of how to 
determine the conditions in which a State might claim 
benefit under a generalized system of preferences was likely 
to remain controversial for a long time. A State should not 
be the sole interpreter of the rules concerning the most
favoured-nation clause; without a uniform interpretation 
and the establishment of settlement procedures, the ap
plication of the rules might lead to the disintegration of 
carefully negotiated compromises designed to give balanced 
protection to competing rights and interests. The view was 
expressed that the settlement machinery should include a 
wide range of choices of settlement methods, including 
those specified in Article 33 of the Charter. If the parties 
failed to agree on a particular method of settlement, they 
should be entitled to refer the dispute to compulsory 
arbitration, a procedure which would be of great advantage 
in preventing States from being subjected, for example, to 
political or economic pressures from other States. Re
ference was made in this connexion to existing precedents 
such as the Protocol to the Montevideo Treaty which 
established the Latin American Free Trade Association. 
Emphasis was also placed on the right of a party to a 
dispute arising out of the application of a most-favoured
nation clause and involving the interpretation or application 
of the draft articles to refer the matter for judicial 
settlement to the International Court of Justice. 

30. The view was also expressed with regard to the 
settlement of disputes that such arrangements could con
cern only disputes arising from the application of the future 
convention, for which measures provided by international 
law could be applied, and not disputes which might arise 
between parties to an agreement containing the most
favoured-nation clause. 

31. Other representatives agreed with the Commission 
that it was not useful, at the present stage, to include a 
provision on the settlement of disputes and with its 
decision to refer the question to the General Assembly and 
Member States and, eventually, to the body entrusted with 
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the task of finalizing the draft articles. It was said in this 
connexion that, despite the special character of the clause, 
it should not be forgotten that treaties of that nature were 
treaties like others. Any problems which arose and the 
machinery for their settlement should be subject to the 
same regime applicable to other treaties, and there was no 
justification for departure from the approach adopted in 
the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties on that 
subject. 

32. A number of representatives, addressing themselves 
to the specific case of the European Economic Community, 
considered that, as a whole, the draft articles did not take 
account of the reality of the Community, its requirements 
and concerns. The opinions expressed on this point by 
reference to some concrete aspects of the draft are reflected 
below under articles 15 and 21. In addition, it was 
suggested that the Commission should include in the draft a 
provision for the application of the clause to commercial 
relations between States or groups of States with different 
economic systems; the provision could be based on the 
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe. 

(ii) Form of the draft 

33. With respect to the final form of the codification of 
the topic, some representatives found the draft articles 
generally acceptable as a basis for the elaboration of a 
convention at a future date, which would be an effective 
instrument for promoting international trade on a non
discriminatory basis. Other representatives, however, re
served their position as to what the final form should be. 

2. COMMENTS ON THE VARIOUS DRAFT ARTICLES 

Article 1 

34. It was suggested that the words "in written form" be 
added after the word "treaties". 

Article 2 

35. Some representatives favoured the elimination of 
paragraph (a) since the definition of the term "treaty", 
already laid down in the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties, was a broad definition the purpose of which was 
to restrict the meaning to treaties in written form between 
States. 

36. Some representatives supported the inclusion of 
paragraph {e), as a definition of the term "material re
ciprocity" was essential to a proper understanding and 
interpretation of the articles, making it possible, in particu
lar, to distinguish that term from "formal reciprocity". 
Other representatives considered that the meaning of the 
terms "material reciprocity" and "equivalent treatment" 
was not completely clear, even though the commentary to 
articles 8 to 10 shed some light on the point. It was said 
that neither paragraph (e) nor articles 9, I 0, 18, para
graph 2, and 19, paragraph 2, clarified the relationship 
between the most-favoured-nation clause and material 
reciprocity, a question which should be given further 
attention by the Commission. It was also said that 
paragraph {e) was more of a substantive provision than a 

definition. On the other hand, doubts were expressed about 
its usefulness. 

Article 3 

37. It was said that this article could be retained 
although its object was covered by article 1 and by the 
norms of general international law. 

Article 4 

38. The view was expressed that article 4 should state 
more explicitly that it was a question basically of a 
relationship between States deriving from the valid terms of 
a treaty in force because there were many treaties con
cluded in historical circumstances which no longer pre
vailed. The opimons were also expressed that articles 4 and 
5 should be combined in a single article and that the 
provisions of those two articles should be incorporated in 
article 2 so as not to detract from the traditional im
portance of definitions. 

Articles 5 and 7 

39. The view was expressed that articles 5 and 7 should 
be reviewed to take into account that a beneficiary State 
should not automatically be entitled, under a most
favoured-nation clause, to all the privileges enjoyed by the 
third State when, due to the existence of a special 
relationship between the granting and third States, the 
extension of those privileges to the third State in a 
particular field was something more than an act of 
commerce. 

Article 6 

40. The view was expressed in support of the article that 
its provisions recognized the principle of the sovereignty 
and liberty of action of States. 

Articles 8, 9 and 10 

41. It was stated that articles 8, 9 and 10, by specifying 
that the clause was the exclusive source of the rights of the 
beneficiary State, were in accordance with State and 
judicial practice. Doubts were, however, expressed as to the 
reservation in article 8 whereby the parties could agree on 
conditions since it was said that a clause combined with 
material reciprocity was not conducive to the unification 
and simplification of international relations. The view was 
also expressed, with reference to paragraph (24) of the 
commentary to articles 8, 9 and 10, that the draft articles, 
by acknowledging the necessity of establishing equivalence, 
would offer the most disadvantaged countries an invaluable 
asset in their negotiations with their more developed 
counterparts. 

Articles 11 and 12 

42. The view was expressed that the threefold condition 
of similarity of subject-matter, category and relationship 
which, under articles 11 and 12, would apply to the 
granting of rights deriving under a most-favoured-nation 
clause, was in keeping with the free will of the parties and 
with judicial practice. 
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Articles 13 and 14 

43. Some representatives supported articles 13 and 14 in 
genrral. With respect to article 13, it was said that the rule 
stJted in that article was in conformity with modern 
thinking on the operation of the clause. One suggestion was 
made to add to article 13 a statement to the effect that the 
most-favoured-nation clause should either not mention any 
condition at all or should explicitly formulate such condi
tlon as a conditional clause. It was also suggested that 
article 13 should be linked with article 8 so as to be subject 
to the exception contained in this latter article regarding 
the principle of the independence of the contracting 
parties. 

Article 15 

44. In relation to article 15, representatives addressed 
themselves to the question whether or not the most
favoured-nation clause attracts benefits granted within 
customs unions and similar associations of States. In this 
respect, it was stressed that, as the Commission pointed out 
in paragraph (26) of its commentary on the article, that 
question was of special importance in cases where the 
granting State entered into a customs union or other 
association after the conclusion of an agreement containing 
a most-favoured-nation clause which was not coupled with 
an appropriate exception. The matter took on added 
importance in view of the growing trend towards regional 
economic integration in all areas of the world regardless of 
the level of economic development of the States in those 
areas. In the view of some representatives, as the decision 
whether or not to incorporate in the draft an exception 
referring to customs unions and similar associations had 
enormous political implications, the ultimate decision 
would have to be taken by the States to which the draft 
was submitted. 

45. Many representatives agreed that the International 
Law Commission had been right not to attempt to 
fommlate a rule establishmg a general exception to the 
principle of application of the most-favoured-nation clause 
in the case of customs unions and other associations of 
States. It was said that although the right of Member States 
to conclude whatever agreements they wished was an 
malienable element of their sovereignty, the most
favoured-nation clause should not, in principle, be subject 
to exception lest it lose its value. Broad exceptions to the 
clause were incompatible with its definition as set forth in 
:uticle 4 and with the definition of "third State" set forth 
m article 2, subparagraph (d). There could, of course, be 
certain positive exceptions, such as those in favour of 
developing countnes, as set forth in articles 21 and 22, or in 
favour of land-locked countries, as set forth in article 23, or 
in favour of neighbouring regions for the purpose of 
dcvelopmg regional trade, but there should be no other 
.exceptions. 

46. In the opmwn of several representatives, the Com
"lS'.ion was right in assuming that the beneficiary of the 
.-y,>st-favuured-nation clause was entitled to its benefits 
ll; · .,pective of whether the granting State extended the 
LJv,.:uc·c1 treatment to a third State by a mere fact or a 
"::-;,,-J c1 l)f multilateral agreement. Customs, political, 

.,._~ other associations were governed by the basic 

principle of the continuation of treaty obligations. A State 
should not be permitted to evade its contractual responsi
bilities to certain States by enteril'l;g into treaties with other 
States inconsistent with such obligations. The fact that 
customs unions and other such associations were important 
in the development of international trade and regional 
integration should not be taken as a justification for 
violating treaty commitments. 

47. It was stated that there was no legal basis for the 
attempts by representatives of some exclusive economic 
groups to justify their discriminatory trading policies on the 
grounds that the rights and privileges accorded to the 
members of such groups could not be claimed by States 
which were the beneficiaries of a most-favoured-nation 
clause. In the opinion of some representatives, there was no 
general rule of contemporary international law providing 
for the implied exclusion of the benefits granted within a 
customs union from the scope of application of the 
most-favoured-nation clause. The fact that particular agree
ments contained provisions making specific exceptions to 
the operation of the clause confirmed the absence of a rule 
to that effect. Furthermore, the value of the draft would be 
considerably diminished were it to include a provision 
tending to exempt the benefits granted within a customs 
union from the scope of application of the clause, for such 
a provision would not be in keeping with the· prevailing 
trend towards promotion of economic co-operation among 
all States, and particularly States with different economic 
and social systems and States at a different level of 
development. The principle of most-favoured-nation treat
ment was essentially general in character and presupposed 
an opportunity for all States to claim its benefits, while the 
aim of exclusive economic groups was to safeguard privi
leges for the most powerful countries at the expense of the 
international community and of their weaker partners. The 
policy and practice of such groups was incompatible with 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and 
particularly with article 12 thereof. 

48. With reference in particular to the position of the 
European Economic Community (see paras. 56 and 57 
below), it was said that the purpose of the articles on the 
most-favoured-nation clause was to codify the general rules 
concerning the clause and that the scope of the clause went 
far beyond the context of trade agreements. Besides, as 
stated in article 3, the scope of the draft articles was limited 
to clauses contained in treaties concluded between States 
and did not apply to clauses contained in treaties concluded 
by international organizations, of which EEC was an 
example. It was pointed out that article 234 of the Treaty 
establishing EEC 1 showed that the founding States had 
been fully conscious of the fact that the establishment of 
the Community did not exempt them from their obliga
tions under most-favoured-nation clauses contained in trade 
agreements concluded previously with third countries. 
Furthermore, during the 20 years of EEC's existence, its 
members had frequently had recourse to the traditional 
practice of including exceptions in treaties. 

49. In the opinion of some representatives, the question 
was one which should be solved through agreements 
between the States concerned, for practice had shown that 

l See United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 298, No. 4300. 
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in that way solutions could be found to all complicated 
problems arising when the obligations assumed by a State 
on the basis of the most-favoured-nation clause were to be 
harmonized with its obligations deriving from its member
ship in a customs union or an economic community. 
Attention was drawn in this respect to the provisions of 
articles 25 and 26 of the draft, which were deemed to 
furnish adequate guarantees. By virtue of article 25, which 
dealt with non-retroactivity, it was evident that the 
provisions of the draft articles did not directly affect the 
present positions and interests of States with regard to 
customs unions. Article 26, which dealt with the freedom 
of the parties to agree to provisions other than those in the 
draft, clearly expressed the residual character of the 
provisions of the draft. 

50. Certain representatives stressed that the question 
whether a most-favoured-nation clause entitled a contract
ing State to certain benefits which another contracting 
State granted to its partners in a customs union or a 
free-trade area was basically one of treaty interpretation, 
and the conclusion to be drawn could differ from case to 
case. The view was expressed that to cater for instances 
where such interpretation was open to doubt, it would be 
advisable to include a new article stating a presumption 
based on the most probable case. If it were accepted that a 
new member of a customs union did not generally extend 
to a State benefiting from a most-favoured-nation clause 
the treatment it granted to other members of that union, 
then such a presumption would operate to exclude the 
application of the most-favoured-nation clause. It was felt 
that that approach was in keeping with the special nature of 
customs unions. 

51. Many other representatives were of the view that the 
draft should allow for an exception from the operation of 
the most-favoured-nation clause in the cases of customs 
unions, free-trade areas and other similar associations of 
States. In the absence of such an exception article 15, as 
drafted, might be interpreted to mean that the most
favoured-nation clause would imply the extension to third 
countries of the advantages enjoyed by the member States 
of a customs union or other similar association, or in other 
words that the members of any such groupings should grant 
to States outside it the same treatment they accorded to 
those within it. Such an interpretation would not take 
account of the existence of customs unions and other 
similar associations of States and of their characteristic 
features. Regional integration was an increasingly important 
reality reflecting a special relationship of an objective 
character which did not lend itself to generalization 
through the application of a most-favoured-nation clause. It 
was not in conformity with customary law to equate, for 
the purpose of the most-favoured-nation clause, bilateral 
agreements with multilateral agreements establishing a 
customs union or other regional association of an economic 
nature. 

52. It was stated that the so-called customs union issue 
could not be solved simply on the basis of the rule of pacta 
sunt servanda and the principle of res inter alios acta. The 
right of States to join together in any way they wished was 
a prerogative of their sovereignty. For some representatives 
the fact that there was no rule of customary international 
law which would relieve States upon their entering into a 

customs union or other association from the1r obligations 
under a most-favoured-nation clause was not an in
surmountable obstacle. The Commission did not merely 
codify existing law; although that role was very important, 
it should not be forgotten that it also innovated and in fact 
made law. The provisions of article 22 were of relevance in 
that regard. The view was also expressed that even though. 
according to article 25, the draft articles would nut be 
retroactive and even though, according to article 26, 
derogations from them were permissible, it was clear that 
article 15, if retained in its present form, could make it 
difficult to complete the codification work. 

53. It was emphasized that the question did nut concern 
only EEC or other such associations of developed States, 
but affected all regional groupings. It was by no means an 
academic question since the promotion of the development 
and well-being of countries was at issue: the economically 
more advanced countries-and, with added reason, the 
weaker and smaller countries-were seeking to strengthen 
their economies by means of regional and subregioml 
agreements. For that reason, third States should not as a 
general rule be able automatically to claim the benefits 
conferred upon the members of an integrated economic 
system. Although States participating in a process oJ 
integration could not simply ignore the legitimate mterests 
of non-participating States, the automatic treatment of 
outsiders on an equal footing with participants WLnlld 
defeat the purpose of such integration. ApplicatiOn of the 
most-favoured-nation clause to customs unions or other 
such groups could harm States which were membe1s nf 
them and which had at the same time granted most
favoured-nation treatment to non-member States. for it 
would compel them to forgo the protection of the meJs tues 
which the members of the groups had evolved to sofcguard 
their foreign trade and industry. In the special case of 
developing countries, application of the must-favour<:'u
nation clause could thus eliminate an important source of 
income in the form of customs duties. Furthermore, the 
other States in a customs union or similar assocmtion 
affected by the operation of a most-favoured-nation clause 
would suffer from the entry of the beneficiory State into 
the market of the granting State. for the concessions they 
enjoyed within the framework of the group would in e1 feet 
be cancelled. 

54. It was also stated that an additional reasun for not 
applying the most-favoured-nation clause to customs uniom 
and similar associations was the difference in the degn;e of 
freedom which States enjoyed according to whether ut not 
they were members of such groups. Outside ll10se g10up,, 
the only restriction on the right of a State tu grant or r·Jus<: 
preferential treatment to any country was th~ rrstncll<>J: 
arising from the most-favoured-nation clause iLdl, .vllt're~.·· 
the mere fact of entering such a group limit~d J St·1tc 1 ', 

dealing only with the other members and compclied Jt tn 
grant them what were often substantial c,m~.,e,swm. fur
thermore, a customs union or free-trade ;ts5ucu til>~ 1 in 
effect constituted an entity distmct from its membe: '· in 
which the organized group of States to some exten t 
succeeded to the individual member State' so that, in the 
final analysis, it was not the member States hut the' gwuj·, 
itself which benefited from the concessiolls, wlwl1 :uuld 
not be withdrawn without its consent. In wcl1 ,;J. 

cumstances, the individual member States could h:.m];\" tlc' 
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regarded as "most-favoured-nations" in respect of each 
other. Finally, even if a State which was the beneficiary of 
a most-favoured-nation clause could not claim the ad
vantages which members of a customs union or similar 
association granted to each other, it could claim the 
benefits which such States granted to third States outside 
the group. 

55. Several representatives supported the inclusion of an 
exception to the operation of the most-favoured-nation 
clause for customs unions or other similar associations 
when their members were developing States. It was said in 
this respect that exceptions for customs union agreements 
among developed countries were contrary to the principles 
of preferential and differentiated treatment of developing 
countries. Developing countries had increasingly used the 
device of establishing economic unions and other similar 
associations to accelerate their economic development. In 
order to integrate the market area of the members, internal 
benefits had been granted according to the level of 
development. The role these groupings had played in 
international trade relations during the past two decades 
showed that it was no mere practice of convenience that 
treaties provided for exceptions in their favour. While it was 
true that State practice and doctrine did not do much to 
facilitate codification, the extensive use of such exemptions 
in commercial treaties indicated that the parties to those 
treaties had not overlooked the possible effect of customs 
unions or other assoCiations on any most-favoured-nation 
treatment previously granted. States wishing to establish a 
customs or similar union often resorted to the "customs 
union" exception with respect to the normal application of 
the most-favoured-nation clause. The most obvious example 
in current practtce was article XXIV of GATT.2 A number 
of other customs union agreements, many of them among 
developing countries, had been drawn up so as to make an 
exception with respect to the clause. References were made 
in this respect to the experiences of the Latin American 
Free Trade Association, the Andean Pact and the Central 
African Customs and Economic Union which proved the 
need for incorporating an express exception in the draft. 
(For a related comment, see para. 69 below.) 

56. A number of representatives supported the inclusion 
of a customs-union exception with particular reference to 
EEC. It was recalled that the European Communities 
formed a customs muon with a common customs tariff. 
Within the Community, not only had customs duties and 
other obstacles to trade been reduced or eliminated, but an 
active process of mtegration was taking place within the 
framework of community institutions, with a view to 
harmonizing econonHc and social conditions. The objective 
of the special tlcatmettl accorded by the member States of 
the Commumtks h• each other within the framework of 
the Community treaties was not only the elimination of 
barriers to trade between the member States but also the 
equal treatment of the nationals of member States and the 
adoption of common policies and rules in relation to 
economic activities. It was impossible to separate the 
treatment which the member States accorded to each other 
from the general ot ganizat10n and institutional activity of 

2 See General Agreement on Tanffs and Trade, Basic Instruments 
and Selected Documents, vol.lV (Sales No. GATT/1969-1), p. 41. 

the European Communities as such. Accordingly, only 
States which were or became members of those Com
munities could benefit from such treatment. The Com
munity and its member States had always considered that it 
was under a customary rule of international law that those 
States which formed customs unions or free-trade zones 
could ensure that the most-favoured-nation clause would 
not grant to third countries the concessions inherent in 
membership of such customs unions or zones. Membership 
in the Community was the result of a process of negotia
tions in which the States which acquired the advantages of 
membership agreed to accept the corresponding obligations, 
which were wider in scope than the obligations usually 
pertaining to a customs union. One such obligation was 
acceptance of the Community legal system which was 
applicable to member States, under the supervision of the 
Court of Justice of the European Communities. 

57. In the view of some representatives, article 15 as 
drafted failed to take into consideration the fact that the 
members of the Community had vested in the Community 
all their powers relating to trade policy and retained, 
individually, only the necessary means to implement 
bilateral agreements in that field. Having neither a customs 
tariff nor customs regulations of their own, they could not 
grant customs or trade facilities not accorded under the 
common system. Consequently, there was a basic in
compatibility between relations within the Community on 
the one hand, and the application of the most-favoured
nation clause to commercial transactions on the other. It 
was felt, therefore, that that particular situation must be 
recognized in any set of provisions relating to the most
favoured-nation clause, which purported to represent a 
codification and progressive development of international 
law on the topic. 

Article 16 

58. Some representatives supported in general the pro
visions of article 16. Other representatives, however, ex
pressed certain reservations on the article. It was said that 
its title and text did not seem to be completely in harmony 
and that the article was unclear as the term "national 
treatment" had not been defined in the draft; also, that 
article 16 did not appear to be in accord with State practice 
since it would entitle a beneficiary State to claim national 
treatment if such treatment had been extended to a third 
State. In order to caution the granting State in this respect 
it was suggested that the words "unless the parties 
otherwise agree" should be inserted at the beginning of the 
article. It was stated that article 16 gave much too broad a 
scope to the most-favoured-nation clause and would not, in 
its present form, be in the interest of the vast maJority of 
developing countries. The article assimilated the standards 
of national and most-favoured-nation treatment, but the 
national treatment standard was invariably the highest 
order of treatment granted by a State and invariably 
incorporated not only the standard of most-favoured-nation 
treatment but that of preferential treatment as well. It 
seemed paradoxical that, contrary to the intention of both 
parties, the most-favoured-nation standard, which was the 
low standard, should be interpreted to encompass national 
treatment, which carried the maximum number of rights. 
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Articles 1 7, 18 and 19 

59. Some representatives considered the provlSions of 
articles 17, 18 and 19 acceptable in general. With reference 
to article 17, the view was expressed that the article was 
based on the assumption that national and most-favoured
nation treatment went beyond the beneficiary's State 
entitlement under the international minimum standard; 
since human rights were also involved a reference might be 
added to the commentary to article 17 to the effect that 
neither of those two forms of treatment could be invoked 
by a State as an excuse for behaviour that fell short of the 
international minimum standard. With regard to article 19, 
it was suggested that the words "to a third State" be 
inserted after the word "State" in paragraph 1 for reasons 
of clarity and to bring it into line with article 18, 
paragraph 1. 

Article 20 

60. Article 20 was supported in general by some 
representatives. It was said that the article protected the 
beneficiary State against any abuses on the part of the 
granting State and that its provisions constituted a pre
requisite for the proper development of economic relations 
as a whole. 

Article 21 

61. Many representatives welcomed the fact that the 
Commission, taking into account the debate that had been 
held at the thirtieth session of the General Assembly, had 
retained article 21 in the draft. In so doing, it was said, the 
Commission had kept to its stated intention not to exceed 
its competence when considering the question of relation
ship between the most-favoured-nation clause and the 
different levels of economic development. The Commission 
had not used its work on the clause as a pretext for 
formulating a rule, under article 21, designed to make the 
generalized system of preferences a binding commitment on 
the part of developed countries, which matter was rightly 
being considered elsewhere. The value of article 21 for 
developing countries lay in the fact that it helped guarantee 
the implementation of the generalized system of pre
ferences. Developed countries were thus assured that the 
preferential treatment which they extended to developing 
countnes under the scheme would not benefit other 
developed countries in their capac1ty as beneficiaries of a 
mo>t-favoured-nation clause. 

62. A number of representatives supported the article in 
its present form as being in conformity with the efforts 
made by the international community to relieve the 
flagrant imblance between developed and developing coun
tries. As drafted, article 21 seemed to be based on a 
criterion of equity and to take due account of the 
d1sadvan taged situation of the developing countries, es
pecially of the relatively least developed countries. The rule 
enunciated in that article was consistent with the resolu
tious on preferences adopted by most regional and inter
regional organizations and with those of the General 
Assembl·, and its competent organs. In particular, it 
faJthfully reflected the practice of States regarding the 
gene1alized system of preferences applied within the frame
work of UNCTAD. It was also in agreement with article 12 
of the Charter of Economic Rights :md Duties of States. 

63. Some representatives were of the opinion that it was 
not possible to include in the draft, at the present time, any 
rules other than those contained in article 21, in favour of 
the developing countries. It was said in this connexion that 
although there was a trend to promote trade between 
developing countries, it was not yet sufficiently crystallized 
to warrant the adoption of legal rules which generated 
obligations. For that reason, the view was expressed against 
the adoption of provisions additional to those of article 21 
excepting from the operation of the most-favoured-nation 
clause any concessions which developing countries granted 
each other for the promotion of their international trade. 
Nevertheless, it was considered that there should be a 
general reservation concerning the possible establishment of 
new rules open to international law in favour of developing 
countries, for there were very few rules that were subject to 
such changes as the principles governing international 
economic relations. This, it was noted with approval, article 
27 attempted to do. For some, therefore, the provisions of 
articles 21 and 27 should be combined in a single article. 

64. A number of considerations were made which, it was 
felt, reduced the advantages of article 21. With particular 
reference to the present wording of the article, the view was 
expressed that it required further study since it was not 
quite clear how generalized the system of preferences 
should be in order to qualify for the exception. It was also 
said that, as drafted, the Commission's text would permit a 
developed State, under the most-favoured-nation clause, to 
extend to another developed State the preferential treat
ment granted to a developing country, but in a more 
restricted form than the generalized system of preferences. 
Besides, the belief was expressed that the article provided 
no secure exception in favour of the developing countries 
because of the residual character of the draft, which was 
confirmed in article 26. It would be desirable, therefore, to 
exempt article 21 from the effects of article 26 by adding 
at the beginning of article 26 the words "with the 
exception of article 21 ". 

65. Many of the representatives who supported article 
21 did so because the objective of the system of generalized 
non-reciprocal, non-discriminatory preferences was to give 
developing countries access to markets of developed coun
tries for their manufactured and semi-manufactured pro
ducts, thus helping developing countries to improve their 
trade capabilities and, hence, to promote their economic 
development. Nevertheless, they pointed out that the 
system suffered from a number of serious drawbacks. 
Mention was made, inter alia, of the following: first, it 
depended on the principle of selection of the beneficiaries 
by the donor country and consequently was inherently 
discriminatory against some developing countries. It al
lowed the developed State, on the basis of subjective 
criteria, to deny to one developing country the same 
treatment it granted to another developing country at a 
similar level of development, a practice which was common 
but should on no account be sanctified by law. Second, it 
was of limited duration; the Special Committee on Pre
ferences established at the second session of UNCTAD had 
provided in its agreed conclusions that the initial duration 
of the generalized system of preferences would be 10 
years,3 subject to a review, which in fact had resulted in a 

3 See Official Records of the Gmeral Assembly, Twenty-JZf;h 
Session, Supplement No. 15, decision 75 (S-IV), annex, sect. VI, 
p. 271. 
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further extension. 111-: cruhkm '!'3;;. hmvewi, Lit frllln 
transitory and such solutions were at best rnlliati1·es. Third. 
the grant of prcfen•nc•'S did not cunst1tute a binding 
agreement and they were consequently subject to unilateral 
withdrawal. Fourth, the preferences were only uf limited 
value to the majority of developing countries, since they 
applied only tu manufactured and semi-manufactured 
goods, which the developiJ,g countrie;,, espt'cially the lt>ast 
developed countries, did nut pwduce. 

66. Several representative;, p<ltnted \Jlll 1h:H d.:velopitlg 
countnes also received prcferenl1al trcalit'tCn t uutside the 
generalized system of preferen( es, both from develuped 
countries and from other de\el,lping countries, whicl1 i11 
many cases was intended to benef1t the least developed 
among the developing countries. Sin,:e the ~:;'.J!lg dan<,e 
under article 27 WJO> lach.ing in lqt:~l fo1 ce anJ wuuld 
therefore haw little effect 111 th:i! ._:,,nnexion, 1t was 
considered thJt :Jn exp!Jcit refnenc· slwu!d he made in 
article 21 to the adva11la~.·:·, uthe1 tlnn those undct the 
gene1alized system of pref,·rtncr-; whi~h W•.?lc sranttcl hl 

developing countries. The lllclu,Jcl<J .,f provisions Jdditionrd 
to article 21 was indicated to rcfle,·t, i11 nlLHL' effccllv~ 

terms, the exception it sought hJ establish in favom uf 
develuping Cl1Hutries h) ~nsuring that Ill• developed countr,, 
could claim such preferential ttcJtment as tile henefki<~r v 
of a rnost-favonred-natJOn clall',l'. In t!J,, L'O'Hl<:\ion, it w:1<. 
stated that the ~1rinciplc l,f duJlit.v ,_;f :,tandards, which was 
increasingly being invoked 111 mternationJl IJw to redll:'s 
the imbalamT betw:·en developed :n.d rlcwlt,ping C<llllltn:·s 
was ~~ healthy sign. fc·r the most f:;voun:d-n:~t•on ,·ldn'c' 
should not operate autm,lalJ.:ally to e.d•'ntt t" dm d SL,te:, 
the advantages grJnte,! rc·cipn"·all• 1': dt'Wh>p;"g C • Jtllllli~:, 
or received hy :l1use l'cllllltrks fr,,m d,". ch'p,·d Slates. 

67. With regard to thr, pil'krent'l~ tJeJtll!t~JJt gneP 1 , 

developing coun tne<. by dn'<·luperl ,.,_ ·ull I ric, .,d,cr than 
within the generalized sy:-telll of prefer,· nee-., 11 wa'> Jcc:dkd 
that the Tc,kyo Dedaratlli!l :tduptc:J h\' the Mmi,teJial 
Meetiug nf CATT 011 14 SeptelllhL·r 197.i 4 liad '~'I rurtlt •ht: 
basis lui thr: l'<li.rl'n; nml!Jbtl'tal trade' n~glltJattuns , ,IJ: 
secrating a new principle to secure <Jdthl.io,1al ..;dv;;ntages fur 
the deve!opmg c'•>lltllJV:,. tl;.; prlllclpk .,f Jtfkre!ltiJ\t:d ut 
more favounhle t rca I me•d, !'he '-'<lllc' ,·pt < ·f dd.tcJ .:nl«l1'. ·.l 
treatme11l 'l':lS hru:.H\.:r tl!:.dl that :>f l'"'lt't!.'lltial tleJ!IiJtlli, 
Which had been ]!lllilcd tn t·1111 f~: i !;;like \H,'fCrL~ld ial 
treatmt>nt, diffetentl:lt<'d treatmeHI <,h•>cd:J llt' appltc:d1k l11 

a vast range of areas of e,·onnmk co ·LlJlc:l ~ t1 ,111 t1d -•TfTI 

developed and oeveioping (•.'lllltlt<''- ,!11.1 <.luntJ\1 . :he>t·i,liL', 
in the opinion ,,f m:lll.'' reprc>·'l!laLivcs. h,; ,dk.·tc,l 111 the 
draft. t\ ,·onere!.' ';tltj:·,,~st!llll 'YJ'i '11alk 111 il;i'i n''l)L'L'l IL' 
amend a1 tiCk ~ 1 Ill reo d 

H ... \ bcncitC!ar) Sl~~~~-~ I:--, IH_d entHk·! Hl 1 'k1 ~i tlH_ \1 

favourc:d .. liJti·lll daUSL' t-·· .Hl) trc-:ltll1t'l~' ,JJ .. p!vf,·:c:.r:~: 

or lhffcru•tJJted natUI,' ''"t• ll•,h'd 1·.· ;, d·:·.ci<>pc·d gr:·•d!tlg 
Stah' to a dc'llc'J\,plng thit d SL1ic. ·· 

fl8, w-Ith re:-pl'l:t (U pL.'k'll'IJ~!,,j t! ... a11~1v,lt gi,dJf ·~J !•:~ 

develupiug , cuntne:, :J\ ,IPJnng ~ht:<ltselvc;,, n ·,, .t> s:'''' 11·, 11 
the pro1!H H1un n~ tradv ,Jll1tJ'1g. '-.ttt...lto..:,l!!ilti.·~. Jf1Vt.,hi:1f_:' tit~.. 

4 See C:t-lh' • .:tl \2J•:• nw~tt (J,' T,1 ltl'. P11l l·<Pf'' UtnN /n,(rt£ 

o;?L!Sclcch•,lf),_,{'lUJhdt•·, '1, ,•,th':J~ ;)tlf)/,l•.lr ·,,, ,',•,! \.l ,-' 
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supply of primJry materials and semi-processed agricultural 
commodities. which were currently excluded from the 
S)'stem (,t p!tlecences, would be the only realistic way of 
hdpmg the majority of developing countries, particularly 
the kasr de•, eloped. It was for that reason that developing 
c<Jun !tiC> ltad 1nsisted on nume1 nus occasions that other 
'l'ay:- be found ttl increase and encourage trade and 
ec,),lumH. ,·,l-opnatwn among themselves as a more realistic 
r,,ul J;,r dev<.'lul)ment lntellsJtication of economic co
opc·ration atlH•ng developing cuuntri.cs was now the order of 
tht: dd: . ~~s I' as rctlected in artu:le .::1 of the Charter of 
Ec,m<>mic RJghts and Duties of States and in the delibera
tions and do.:uitlC!lts adopted at all the recent conferences 
v.•Jticll h"d Ctl!lCt:lllCU themselves w1th economic issues, the 
Cw11p ,,f Ti ,11eeting at Manila. the fourth session of 
liN( L\D ,Jt N~mobi. the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
Sbte ,,, (,«vei!llllCllt of Nun-Aligned Cuuntries at Colombo 
and the ( ·,)J1t~r<?ncl' on h'L'nomic Co-operation among 
Dev,·!";'mg C'<llll<tries held at Mexico City. Reference was 
:!l~ .. , ,.;:~,i,- t" dcvcloptnellh w!Jich were already taking place 
111 "'~vera! rq~l<'ll> >tt.:h dS the Jdopthm of the Bangkok 
·\t!t<?Udenl ,f 31 J1•h 197~ under \>.hich the developing 
,:lluClllc'' ,11 tJ.e lcm11>tnic and Sucial Commission for Asia 
and the P:JL'1fk t ESC AP) region had negotiated trade 
prt:fcrel,,·:, ;,, ~ ftr;,t step lowJrch liberalization and 
c.-.pJnsiun <il 1t~Hk. It 11·a,, therefore, felt that the Com
:ni-,,iuJt, l•J II<'''- ,,r its t<Jk lu p!Ulllote the progressive 
>i<'VL'''·fllnvut ,_,,- mtnn.1tiun~d law. could not afford to 
lt(lll'IC the br.,~Hl C<J'I~c:n:,u, on the development of trade 
.Jlllilll:-c tkn:J, ·ping L.OI!Ittries. \!.Ill~/ representatives agreed 

hct1 alti<.k ~1 ,Jtould be .:xpandcd or a supplementary 
art,,:J,. ,!Juu!d lw t'cimulalt'd tu except from the operation 
:.f lilt: tlh''·t-::lh•UH'd-natic-,Jl clause ctllY pref,,rences or 
r'JVllllJ\ .,, hwl, d,·vcl,,1)]ng cuuniHe> graHted to one another. 
OthL-,,. l\<. ::,,n ptel'nc'J'tial tr<'Jlll1t'll1 would be meaning
ks'. 11 1! wJ'. , .. ,tClHi,:d t<' dewluped States which were 
ht·Ji:.•tt, id~ ~~·" u! tht dau~e. 

h9 ,\1·,-, li' ihc fran>cworl-. ,Jf preferences granted by 
.lcvel<';<t'lt' ,·,.untnt~ f,.J LlllC <Jtlllthcr. the view was ex
>lP?'<'>Vcl 1iut the· n":''',,JI) additional pi•.lV!Slllll shuuld deal 
:n pJilll'IIl.u \\'itlt p.-.:f•:r.~ll..:es granted by developing coun
t,,.: t,, l'a,·li other JS m<:ml,ers ,,f a customs union, 
f;,·,· n:,. l.· .II'L'" •'f <llli~r snnilat a~SilCJalwn, since economic 
Lll ,-q.,t.<il.' lJ!!J:,JI' a' ,u,;h '.\ould not JUStify the inclusiOn 
.,r 'W''' Jl: c:--cqlltnn rn the- dr.tfi. Although that exception 
llll!:lil 'i< >1 bt· rn·.,gnttcd a;, in1p!Jt'J under customary 
mt.:Jn,ll<•'''d l.1w, 11 •>u::,lit ~·> he ,Jcknowledged m cases 
"'-'he1c th<: !':tr mc,llllt , ,J_,Jt:Lfl\·e w.:~ tlte t:cnnonuc develup
Plcnt ,,r .i<'velt>Jll:lg C•1LdlllJC> ~~~l•l•Igh tradr expansion, 
ft :1ll·M·it' c'l' .,,,,'t:ltilll' :!l<d ft'gj,)!]:il intcgJatwn. In that 
C<llJ!ll'''l•di, il -.v:l' P·ll!i!td L'l.ll thJI c'<Jl ~6 November 1971, 
the fu11i tl!dl't:,., !\at!.''< t, (, t\TT hact agreed to~~ w~nver to 
,,, t1,· 1 ' l. r:';._,<:L:;'ll I. ,,, ti·, Cencral Agreement, which 
\'- "1• !d ".l•·:•dl' It• thl' C!di:'lll nect'>SJI)' to allow each 
Jc<:<~pir't-! C.ntl:._,IH<,: !-'a.-t~ p:• t ticipating in the arrangc
lltCJJIO' 'd ···ul in r:;c ~c·ir·•-·u,t I'Jutll::ul to :J<:cord preferential 
~1<'.11_,,,,.111 a· i'' tl', 1dL·d "' the Plt'lucol w1th re~pect to 
i': ' d<J,·,. uilll':,,1lt' t l!t <•t::·:• dc,,,I,··ptn):i c'<>llnt,Jes p:trtie> to 
t:1: l';,,f, ·": . ;: , . .,,, '"'"dkd tltut :: ·~nni!l.lr wa1vcr had been 
at tilt' h:h•:-- ,,f !!1,· ,td· •ptiutl h) thl' Cummiss10n of the 

I!; .,j, "._ :,,-, ,,_,, wa; J 1"' 11ldl!C Ill the context of 
:" ·l~e ,_.,._. ;··t l'l:( it 1''.1~ ,'\plaine.! that its 
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member States had transferred to the Community various 
powers which they had previously exercised and in par
ticular, their powers relating to common trade policy. 
Consequently, the Community was the sole competent 
authority for matters concerning the application of the 
most-favoured-nation clause. The Community concluded 
preferential and non-preferential trade agreements with 
many States or groups of States and, since 1971, had 
applied a system of generalized preferences for the benefit 
of developing countries. With regard to preferences for 
those countries, the Community granted them most
favoured-nation status as well as preferences. In that 
connexion, the Community shared the concern of the 
International Law Commission regarding the particular 
interests of developing countries in their relations with the 
industrialized nations. Preferential treatment was granted 
by the Community mainly by means of agreements based 
on article 238 of the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic Community. In such agreements the Community 
generally granted conditions more favourable than those 
applied under a most-favoured-nation clause, while in 
return, the partner States applied the clause to the 
Community. As an example of the application of the clause 
to special preferences, reference was made to the Lome 
Convention of 28 February 1975. It was also indicated that 
within the framework of UNCI AD the Community applied 
a system of tariff concessions on exports of finished and 
semi-finished goods from a large group of developing 
countries, the Group of 77. The system did not constitute a 
legal obligation for the Community and was theoretically of 
a temporary nature, but it did meet a concern which had 
been felt since the Second World War in the United 
Nations, and particularly in UNCI AD. The opinion was, 
therefore, expressed that in view of the Community's role 
in applying generalized preferences and in view also of the 
advantages which they conferred, it would be as well if the 
draft took account of the realities of the Community. 

Article 22 

71. Many representatives supported the exceptions em
bodied in article 22 which took account of the special 
situation of States having a common frontier and which was 
based on State practice. Some representatives welcomed in 
particular the provision that a beneficiary State other than 
a contiguous State was not entitled under a most
favoured-nation clause to the treatment extended by the 
granting State to a contiguous third State to facilitate 
frontier traffic. In this connexion, it was said that the 
Commission's remarks in paragraphs (22) and (23) of the 
commentary to articles 11 and 12 relating to the ejusdem 
generis rule did not apply in the cases covered by articles 22 
and 23 since objective relationships such as those referred 
to in them could not be invoked by States which were not 
in the same objective position. Approval was voiced for the 
use of the expression "frontier traffic" rather than the 
more limiting "frontier trade". 

Article 23 

72. Many representatives agreed with the exception 
provided for in the article regarding special benefits 
accorded to land-locked countries on account of their 
geographical situation. It was said that the article dealt with 
concerns and needs of which the international community 

had become increasingly aware so as to ensure greater 
equity in international relations. It was also said that its 
principle, which would henceforth be part of international 
law, had been embodied in instruments such as the 1958 
Convention on the High Seas and the 1965 Convention on 
Transit Trade of Land-locked States. Reference was made 
in this connexion to the inclusion of the exception in 
article 110 of the "revised single negotiating text" prepared 
at the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the 
Sea.s It was also said that the article was based to some 
extent on principle VII adopted by UNCI AD at its first 
session6 and was in line with the special measures for 
land-locked countries adopted at the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries. 
Nevertheless, it was said, article 23 did not make use of the 
term "right of access". 

7 3. On the other hand, the view was expressed that 
neither the special treatment nor the transit facilities 
granted to land-locked countries by neighbouring States 
could be considered "rights" in international law, much less 
a "fundamental right"; those facilities arose out of bilateral 
agreements, not from any general rule of international law. 
It was also indicated that one of the basic elements 
currently under negotiation between land-locked and coast
al transit States, particularly at the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea, was the incorporation of 
the element of reciprocity in their bilateral or regional 
arrangements for access to and from the sea. The article 
should be drafted in a manner which took into account the 
legitimate interests of the transit State while according 
access to and from the sea to a land-locked State. 

74. Some representatives were of the opinion that since 
access of a land-locked State to and from the sea was only 
one aspect of the much broader problem concerning the 
treatment of land-locked States with regard to the uses of 
the sea, article 23 was too restrictive; the International Law 
Commission should give further consideration to a more 
comprehensive approach with regard to the rights and 
facilities extended to land-locked States. Reference was 
made in this connexion to article 58 of the "revised single 
negotiating text" mentioned above which granted pre
ferential treatment to land-locked States for the purpose of 
exploiting natural resources situated in the waters of the 
exclusive economic zone of neighbouring States. 

75. Some representatives emphasized the need for para
graph 2 of article 23 to be restricted to neighbouring 
land-locked States and not to be automatically applied to 
distant land-locked States. It was said that there was 
nothing in conunon between the needs of access to and 
from the sea of a neighbouring land-locked State and the 
interests of a distant land-locked State which might even be 
situated on a different continent but with which the transit 
State had entered into a trade or other agreement in
corporating an unconditional most-favoured-nation clause. 
Other representatives, however, did not agree that a distant 

5 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Law of the Sea, val. IV (Umted Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.75.V.l0), document A/CONF.62/WP.8/PART II, p. 168. 

6 See Proccedmgs of the Umted Natwns Conference on Trade and 
Development, vol. I, Final Act and Report (United Nations publica
tion, Sales No. 64.1I.B.ll ), p. 25. 
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land-locked beneficiary State, not bordering on a coastal 
transit State, should be treated differently from other 
beneficiary States with respect to rights and facilities 
granted to neighbouring land-locked third States. 

76. Certain representatives considered that the Inter
national Law Commission should examine whether the 
scope of article 23 should not be widened so as to extend 
the same advantages in respect of the most-favoured-nation 
clause as were granted to land-locked States to other 
categories of States in particular economic situations, for 
instance the most disadvantaged States, referred to at the 
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, 
and the 42 developing countries considered by the United 
Nations as the least developed. 

77. With regard to terminology, the opmwn was ex
pressed that in order to avoid divergent interpretations of 
the same legal concept, agreement should be reached on a 
common formulation for the expressions currently used 
"right of free access to and from the sea" (in French "droit 
de fibre acces d la mer et d partir de Ia mer") and "right of 
access to and from the sea" (in French "droit d'acces d la 
mer et depuis lamer"). 

Article 24 

78. Some representatives agreed with the inclusion of 
article 24, which reproduced the text of article 73 of the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 7 since the draft 
articles were supposed to be autonomous and since States 
bound by those articles might not necessarily be parties to 
the 1969 Vienna Convention. Other representatives ex
pressed doubts as to the need for the article but did not 
oppose its retention. 

Article 25 

79. Some representatives approved of the adoption of 
article 25, which was based on article 4 of the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of Treaties and which, by operating 
ex abundante cautela, was designed to facilitate acceptance 
of the draft by Governments. Other representatives ques
tioned the usefulness of the article since the rule of 
non-retroactivity of treaties was embodied in article 28 of 
the Vienna Convention, but they did not insist on its 
deletion. (For other comments relating to article 25, see 
paras. 49 and 52 above.) 

Article 26 

80. Many representatives expressed support for article 
26, which underlined the residual character of the provisions 
contained in the draft. In this connexion it was said that 
those provisions would certainly have an interpretative 
value even in the circumstances provided for in article 26. It 
was necessary, as article 26 did, to allow in State practice 
for the requisite freedom of the parties to agree to different 
provisions. One of the effects of the article was to permit 
States to reserve the right to grant preferences to any other 
State, including developing States. 

7 See Official Records of the United Nations Conference on the 
Law of Treaties, Official Records (United Nat1ons publication, Sales 
No. E. 70.V.5), document A/CONF.39/27, p. 299. 

81. It was noted, with reference to paragraph ( 6) of the 
commentary on article 2 (d), that a proposal made by one 
member of the Commission to amend the definition of 
"third State" had been withdrawn on the understanding 
that the exclusion provided for in that proposal would be 
available under article 26. The view was expressed that 
article 26 should therefore be modified to ensure that it 
was not used as a pretext for discrimination, particularly in 
view of the recent attempts by States parties to multilateral 
conventions to avoid the establishment of treaty relations 
with other parties to the same conventions. Exclusionary 
provisions had even been applied under non-political 
instruments governing narcotics control and the allocation 
of radio frequencies. Neither the definition of "reservation" 
in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, nor the 
provisions relating to reservations in that Convention, could 
justify a State in acting in that way. The Commission 
should ensure that the draft articles did not lend themselves 
to any such interpretation. (For other comments relating to 
article 26, see paras. 49, 52 and 64 above.) 

Article 27 

82. Many representatives expressed satisfaction that 
article 27 had been added to the draft articles, for it 
contained a protective clause that left the way open for the 
evolution of rules of international law intended to benefit 
the developing countries and which should help to correct 
any inadequacies to article 21. In this connexion, it was 
stated that the purpose of article 27 was to assist 
developing countries by suggesting further exceptions from 
the operation of the most-favoured-nation clause which 
would benefit them. It was said that, from the commentary 
on article 27, it was clear that the Commission had started 
from the assumption that the only established principles of 
law benefiting the developing countries were those in article 
21, and in order to study the possibility of devising more 
such principles, the Commission had included in the draft a 
general provision regarding the possibility of elaborating 
new principles for the benefit of the developing countries. 

83. In the opinion of some representatives, with regard 
to developing countries, the exception to the application of 
the most-favoured-nation clause should not necessarily be 
limited to the case of the generalized system of preferences. 
The hope was expressed that new rules would soon be 
formulated to extend the generalized system of preferences 
to primary commodities and semi-processed agricultural 
commodities and to exempt from the operation of the 
most-favoured-nation clause any preferences which develop
ing countries granted each other for the advancement of 
their international trade. 

84. Some representatives considered that it was possible 
to improve the wording of article 27 and to supplement it 
by guarantees in favour of developing countries. It was 
suggested that the article would gain by being redrafted so 
as to state that the draft articles were without prejudice to 
the granting of preferential treatment to the developing 
countries in any other form than within the generalized 
system of preferences and that the developed countries 
could not claim the same treatment under the most
favoured-nation clause. In particular, it was stated that 
since many developing countries regarded regional eco
nomic groupings, integration and other forms of economic 
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co-operation as a means of expanding their intraregional 
and extraregional trade, article 27 should be made more 
precise in order to take account of such groupings and give 
legal expression to the principle that developing countries 
were in no way obliged to extend to industrialized 
countries the preferential treatment which they granted one 
another, particularly when they formed part of a free-trade 
area, a common market, a customs or monetary union or an 
economic union. The opinion was also expressed that 
article 27 was excessively terse and should be amplified by 
the addition of a second paragraph restating General 
Principle Eight adopted by UNCTAD at its first session.s It 
was also said that the wording of article 27 might be 
improved since, as it stood, it appeared to close the door to 
any possible development of the most-favoured-nation 
clause in international law which was not specifically in 
favour of the developing countries. 

85. Some representatives did not favour the inclusion of 
article 27 in the draft. It was considered that the article 
stated an obvious principle and was, therefore, unnecessary. 

C. State responsibility 

86. Several representatives who referred to the Com
mission's work on State responsibility (see A/31/10, 
chap. III) stressed the great importance of the progressive 
development and codification of the international law rules 
governing a topic which was at the very core of inter
national law. Rules which applied in that sphere touched 
upon fundamental interests of States because the breaching 
by States of international obligations, particularly of 
especially important international obligations, might affect 
the very foundations of peaceful relations between States. 
Thus, in the contemporary world, the entire international 
community might be affected by certain internationally 
wrongful acts of States. A clear elaboration of the rules 
governing State responsibility would serve to enhance the 
respect of States for their international obligations to meet 
current needs of the international community, and would, 
therefore, be a positive factor in the development of 
peaceful relations and friendly co-operation between States. 
Some representatives stressed also that the draft articles 
should reflect the elements of progressive development 
required by the above-mentioned needs. It was necessary to 
harmonize lex lata and lex ferenda bearing in mind legal as 
well as political, economic and technological 
considerations. 

87. Some representatives congratulated the Commission 
specifically on its approach, as well as on the inductive 
method it had followed in preparing the draft and, in 
particular, for reaching its conclusions on individual articles 
after a thorough analysis of State practice and international 
judicial decisions. Such an approach was considered es
sential by those representatives for the successful codifica
tion of the topic. Support was also expressed for the 
Commission's decision not to confine itself to any particu
lar aspect but to defme general rules to be applicable to 
State responsibility for the breach of any international 
obligation. In this connexion, the view was expressed that 

8 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, vol. I, Final Act and Report (United Natwns publica
tion, Sales No. 64.II.B.ll), p. 20. 

the main aim to be achieved by codifying the topic was not 
to secure special guarantees to foreigners but to create a 
legal framework capable of strengthening international 
peace and security and co-operation between States, as wrll 
as the sovereignty and independent development of peo
ples. On the other hand, it was said that although the 
Commission's aim had presumably been to arrive at clear 
statements of principle regarding the action open to a State 
which sought to obtain compensation for a breach of an 
international obligation, and the measures required of the 
State found to be guilty, a consensus was not always 
possible on what constituted an international breach or on 
the degree of responsibility to be attributed to a given act. 
The view was, therefore, expressed that the Commission 
would be better advised to concentrate on matters which 
lent themselves to agreement and codification, such as the 
exhaustion of local remedies, force majeure, etc. , rather 
than seeking to defme breaches and obligations. 

88. It was also said that three principles emerged from 
the draft articles so far provisionally adopted by the 
Commission: first, a State was responsible when it had 
breached its own obligation, by its own behaviour, either 
by acting or by negligence; second, the unity of the State, 
thus all organs had to be regarded as part of the State 
structure, as well as all bodies executing any part of the 
State power; third, the higher responsibility of the State for 
the breach of obligations which were particularly important 
for the international community, namely, the violation of 
cogent norms of international law. 

89. Regarding the commentaries accompanying the ar
ticles, some representatives were of the opinion that they 
constituted a valuable contribution to the development of 
legal knowledge. But it was also stated, by one representa
tive, that certain concepts might have been clarified if 
efforts had been made to provide briefer explanations. 

90. The International Law Commission was con
gratulated for the work already done on the topic and 
several representatives noted with appreciation the learned 
reports and contributions of the Special Rapporteur on the 
question, Mr. Roberto Ago. While conceding that the work 
on the topic involved many political and technical dif
ficulties, certain representatives, however, urged the Com
mission to pursue its study of the topic more rapidly in 
order to bring it to a successful conclusion as early as 
possible. They underlined that, notwithstanding the pro
gress made, much remained to be done. Completion of the 
first reading was still some years away and an assessment of 
the draft articles already adopted by the Commission could 
not be properly made until the entire text had been 
completed. It was generally agreed that within the next 
five-year term of office of its members, the Commission 
should try to complete a first set of draft articles on the 
topic. 

91. Some representatives advanced comments of a pre
liminary nature either on the draft as a whole or on certain 
specific articles, particularly on those adopted by the 
Commission at its twenty-eighth session (articles 16 
through 19). Other representatives refrained from ex
pressing comments at the present stage on the draft articles 
or indicated that their respective Governments would 
submit observations in due course after a fuller study of the 
matter. 
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1. COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ARTICLES 
ASA WHOLE 

92. A number of representatives referred to questions 
relating to the draft articles as a whole, such as the 
terminology used and the scope and structure of the draft. 
Concerning terminology, some representatives stressed that 
terms having a particular connotation in municipal law 
should be avoided, A view was expressed that the Com
mission had reached a series of conclusions as to the 
method, substance and terminology which were essential 
for the continuation of its work on the subject. Neverthe
less, in an endeavour to conduct a systematic and analytical 
treatment of the subject of State responsibility, the 
Commission would have to adopt new terminologies, or 
rather new defmitions of existing terminologies, and under
take further classifications of the responsibility of States, 
not only in terms of international crimes and international 
delicts, but also legal classifications in relation to the 
standard of care, the strictness of absolute or imputed 
liability for injuries resulting from various acts or opera
tions of States, including reparation as well as preventive, 
compensative and corrective measures in respect of in
jurious or harn1ful consequences of certain activities of 
States in various fields such as pollution of the ocean and 
airspace. 

93. As to the scope of the draft articles, some rep
resentatives referred to the decision by the Commission to 
limit the draft articles to the responsibility of States for 
internationally wrongful acts. It was said that that approach 
should not prevent the Commission from future considera
tion of the topic of international liability for injurious 
consequences arising out of acts not prohibited by inter
national law. The decision to exclude from the scope of the 
present draft articles the so-called question of risk was seen 
as having been taken out of a concern to place limits on a 
very broad subject. There was, however, no clear 
dichotomy between a wrongful act and risk. Those two 
concepts were related and a rule applicable to one could 
not be regarded as automatically inapplicable to the other. 
It might be preferable to suppose that behind all obliga
tions, whether they had their origin in a wrongful act or in 
risk, there was a common element. A study of the question 
of risk would thus make a useful contribution to the work 
on State responsibility as a whole. It was also said that a 
general understanding had been adopted at the twenty-fifth 
session of the General Assembly to the effect that the work 
of the Commission was not limited to State responsibility 
for wrongful acts but also included responsibility for lawful 
acts. Although State responsibility in those areas was 
determined on the basis of special conventions and specific 
regulations drawn up in technical forums, the formulation 
of general legal norms would undoubtedly be beneficial. It 
was suggested that the Commission should, without further 
delay, nominate a special rapporteur on the question of 
international liability for injurious consequences arising out 
of acts not prohibited by international law. 

94. On the structure of the draft articles, support was 
expressed for the International Law Commission's outline 
of its future work on the topic (ibid., paras. 71 and 72). 
Those who spoke with reference to the planned part II of 
the draft ("The content, forms and degrees of international 
responsibility") did so mainly in the context of article 19. 

As to the possible addition of a part Ill dealing with the 
"implementation" ('mise en oeuvre') of international re
sponsibility and settlement of disputes, certain representa
tives favoured the inclusion of such a part and referred in 
particular to a compulsory settlement of disputes pro
cedure. The inclusion of part Ill constituted an essential 
element for the effectiveness of any regulation of the 
regime of international responsibility. The norms of parts I 
and II would be of little value if they were not ac
companied by sufficiently effective regulations for their 
application. 

2. COMMENTS ON THE VARIOUS DRAFT ARTICLES 

95. Most of the observations on individual draft articles 
related to those adopted by the International Law Com
mission at its twenty-eighth session concerning chapter III 
(The breach of an international obligation), namely articles 
16 to 19. A few observations were, however, also made on 
articles 8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of chapter II (The act of the 
State under international law) adopted at previous sessions 
of the Commission. 

CHAPTER II. THE ACT OF THE STATE UNDER 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Article 8 

96. One representative reiterated reservations previously 
made concerning article 8. The article, it was said, should 
take into account the real ties between the State and 
monopolies, since the activities undertaken by monopolies 
beyond the national frontiers were likely to involve the 
responsibility of the State which protected and helped 
them. 

Article 10 

97. One representative expressed reservations concerning 
this article. The State should not be held internationally 
responsible for the acts of a manifestly incompetent organ. 
In such cases, the injured party could institute procedures 
in internal law in order to secure recognition of his rights 
and to obtain reparation. Those questions should be 
resolved in accordance with the internal law of the State 
and by its courts. Only damages and losses sustained by 
foreigners as a result of the violation by the State of treaties 
in force were attributable to the latter on the international 
level. Furthern10re, the conditions did not always exist to 
permit the application of a principle such as the one set out 
in article 10. It should be borne in mind that there were 
still situations in which certain Powers continued to 
interfere in the internal affairs of countries which had freed 
themselves from the colonial yoke, 

Article 11 

98. Regarding this article, one representative underlined 
that there were cases where some States hid behind the 
private activity of commercial or other companies. In such 
a case the behaviour of the State could consist in an 
omission or in negligence, failing to prevent an obstruction 
to the fulfilment of an international obligation, or in a 
positive act, or even in granting permission to the private 
person concerned for the commercial, cultural or other 
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activities in question. In these cases, the principle of the 
unity of the State assumed special importance. 

Articles 12 and 13 

99. In connexion with article 12, it was noted by one 
representative that the concept that acts committed by 
various organs or even by groups in its territory were 
attributable to the State should not result in attributions to 
the State of acts committed by other States or in the 
recognition of the effects of such acts as acts of the 
territorial State. Those attributions could be made only in 
accordance with the constitution of the State concerned. 
Moreover, article 13 should make reference to the case 
where the territorial State supported or connived in the 
commission of certain acts by an international organization, 
thus itself committing a wrongful act. 

CHAPTLR III. THE BRfACH mAN INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATION 

100. Several representatives were pleased to note that at 
its last session the Commission adopted the initial four 
articles of chapter Ill (The breach of an international 
obligation) of part I of the draft. A number of those 
representatives considered the adoption of those articles as 
representing significant progress in the defmition of the 
objective element of the internationally wrongful act and 
approved, in principle, its underlying concepts. Some of 
those representatives noted with satisfaction that, in draft
ing those articles, the Commission took duly into account 
the current level of development of international law as 
well as basic principles of international law embodied in the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

101. While recognizing that the provisional adoption of 
the articles referred to above represented an important 
contribution, certain representatives stated that they could 
not, at the current stage of development of international 
law, subscribe to all the principles contained therein and. 
especially, to some of those included in articles 18 and 19. 
Some of those representatives also wondered whether the 
articles adopted by the Commission at its last session were 
essential for the codification of the rules of international 
law governing the topic and whether in going into too much 
detail, there was not a possibility of introducing into the 
fmal instrument elements so controversial that the chances 
of the d1 aft gaining general acceptance might be 
com promise d. 

Article 16 

102. The majority of representatives who referred to the 
article expressed general agreement, approval or support for 
its provision For instance, it was said that the article 
expressed a clear statement of an existing principle of law 
and it excluded all possibility of justifying a breach of an 
international obligation by casuistry. As drafted, it covered 
as many potential instances of a breach of an international 
obligation by a State as was possible That was so because 
the article stated that there was a breach of an obligation 
when the act of a State was ''not in conformity" with what 
the obligation required of it and conformity could not be 
held to exist even when the act was only partially i!1 
contradiction with 1he llbligatiun. It was likewise under-

lined that the article vwercd 11ol only action on the part of 
the State, but also f:lilurc on the part of the ~;tate to act 
when acuon '\as nec\c%al) t(1 cc>mply v.:[Jh the obligation in 
question. 

103. Cettalll repres,:,,t.tlc·,,_~. 'NCH: c.f th.: view that the 
provisiun embodied in the J1 t·.de was a mere statement of 
the obvious. Some "r then1, howucr, considered its 
inclusion ill the draft neccss,;r . Others, however, did not 
share such a view, altltou[;h th.:y llid HOt express objections 
regarding thc substance of the 1,1le set forth in the article. 

104. It V1as noted by certain representatives that the 
Commission in its conHuentary Jtlirmed that the inter
national obligation whos.: breach was envisaged in the draft 
articles must be a legal o!Jltgation incumbent upon States 
under international lav', anJ not a ,nora! or international 
courte&y obligation. 

1 OS. The nwjiil ity uf repr"~.c:11 Liti ''"' '''hu spedfically 
referred to a1tic!: 1 I bcne,ally enil•A<~d, ai-Jproved or 
supported its c<Jllt<'llts. Certain repre,entatives expressed 
the view that tile lllk state,\ in article 17 was in
controvertible and accurately Jtflected the state of inter
national law on the point in question The formal origin of 
the intemati<Hlal obligation hreache,J w:.s irrelevant to 
establish the corresponding i<1ternatic•mtl re~pons1bility of 
the obligation. It woulu be absurtl tc> try h• introduce in the 
present draft a lhsrindiun based on th<.' differentiation 
made in other legal systen1~ betw,~en "contractual" and 
"extra-contractual'' obligatinns. Th.; rules en1bodied in the 
article \"!ere al~ll ltSl'C11l in 'iu: sense that they ''•ould make it 
unnecess~ar::, f._:t lhc judge or :,rbitrator tu undt:!rtake 
research iu <ll der to <k t<: uuim· t]t,~ de~rE'c d 1esponsibility 
acc,)fding to the migin ·.>f the intern<Jtional obligation 
bre<~ched a.1d would en;!hk th<' parties tn a dispute to gain a 
bettet un.:l<>rstanding of thdr righb dud obligations. The 
view was expressed that th<: wording l1f an ide 17 precluded 
any attempt to justify a hl.'Jcll pf an internatwnal 
obligation by relying on pwc·ly fonnat C<)lisider31iom. 

106. Ce1 lain repre~o:r,tarives were l)f tlr.o view that the 
rule reflected in arti~. :c J7 ''·as already irnplicit in the 
wording <)f artidc 3" Therefo1e, to l!llC of those rep
resentatives, it was twt clea! v,hy it 'V:<s necessary to repeat 
the idea. Accordinr to aJ<utlwr of thn'e repn·sent3tives, the 
article ,Jealt with a nun-questi,,n, since intema1ional juris
prudence, as poir.ted , 111t in the c:c•mmentan·. had not often 
had occasion to cnn~iller tlw t;,tc;,tion e:,plicitly. On the 
other hand, other reprec;~'J•t:Jti'les, while expressing doubt~ 
about the need for the :1rtidc bt'liewd that it should be 
maintained to avmd any coafusion Jnd to provide a better 
understanding of the gent! raJ structme of chapter lll. 

107. As to its woniilli:. the viel\· VJdS cXJ.~r;:sscd by 
certain representatr··es that article~ 17 w:1s less than concise 
and that its commentary v:~s tou i-:ngthy 1\ccotuing to one 
view, since the origlll ul :t tttle ot law tr.ighl he different 
from the actual soutcP nf lh.Jl rule. il wc111ld seem m\>f•' 

appropriate t•l refer to tite JiloL·ess by wtw:h 11Je ohligation 
arose in accordan,·e \\i:il mkrnatJon~d law. According to 
anotlh''' VJt:W, the "'; ,, k :,L. ,,_jd o:· reduc.::J to a single 
paragraph stating that the origin of the international 
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obligation breached did not affect the international respon
sibility of the State committing the breach, so as to 
emphasize, more clearly, the notions of "origin" and 
"responsibility", which were in fact the essence of the 
article. Another representative noted that since an inter
national obligation could arise from a customary, con
ventional or other rule, due reflection should be given to 
the position of resolutions interpretative of the Charter, 
and of declarations, adopted by the United Nations, 
Finally, the suggestion was made that article 17 should 
contain an express reservation concerning the provision in 
Article 103 of the Charter. 

108. Lastly, certain representatives welcomed the use of 
the word "origin" in place of the word "source", which, it 
was said, had a long tradition of controversy in inter
national law, It was also said that although it would be 
preferable to use the word "source", which was readily 
understood by lawyers, the word "origin" was acceptable as 
it was purely a matter of terminology and the sense of the 
article was clear. 

Article 18 

109. Some representatives approved in principle the 
basic underlying concept of article 18, It was said that the 
article was a reflection of reality and dealt with a principle 
common to all legal systems, namely that an act could be 
considered wrongful only if the obligation breached by it 
was in force at the time when the act was committed. It 
was also observed that while the form of the article might 
seem debatable, it was entirely satisfactory as to substance, 
since it set forth the indisputable principle of the "temporal 
element" in breaches of international obligations. One 
representative was, however, of the opinion that the 
principle posed in the article needed no restatement in the 
draft. 

110, Reservations were expressed, however, by certain 
representatives concerning paragraphs other than paragraph 
1 and, in particular, regarding paragraph 2. Some of them 
considered that the article should be limited to the present 
paragraph 1. 

111. It was also stated that article 18 would require a 
thorough and careful examination in the light of parts II 
and III of the draft. The need to define the concept of 
"obligation in force" for the purposes of the draft articles 
was also stressed by one representative. An explicit defini
tion of such an expression could be done either in an article 
on defmitions or in an article in chapter I of part I in order 
to make it clear that the obligations concerned were 
obligations deriving from rules of international law in force 
at the time the wrongful act was committed. 

Paragraph 1 

112. All representatives who specifically mentioned par
agraph 1 of article 18 spoke in favour of the rule reflected 
therein. The paragraph was viewed as representing the 
long-established and indisputably basic rule that there was 
no breach of an international obligation unless the obliga
tion in question was in force for the State at the time when 
it performed the act not in conformity with what was 
required by that obligation. 

Paragraph 2 

113. A number of representatives made comments relat
ing to the rule in this paragraph formulated by the 
Commission as an exception to the basic rule enunciated in 
paragraph 1. Some representatives expressed support and 
approval for paragraph 2. It was said that peremptory 
norms of general international law, or rules of jus cogens, 
derived from principles which must be respected if peaceful 
coexistence between nations was to be maintained and 
which served the fundamental interests of mankind and 
that paragraph 2 of article 18 took account of that 
situation. It was stressed that the paragraph was based on 
the general principle that any international legal norm 
should have a basis in the legal conscience of the inter
national community which it served at any particular time. 
It acknowledged the need to provide for the effect on State 
conduct of the emergence of a peremptory norm of general 
international law, and to offer protection to a State which 
had acted contrary to what was required of it by an 
obligation incumbent upon it at the time when the act was 
committed but whose act had subsequently become com
pulsory under a rule of jus cogens. Paragraph 2 was seen as 
being essentially based on the moral force inherent in 
peremptory norms of general international law. It was also 
said that in accepting the existence of such an exception, 
the Commission had rightly sought to avoid any undue 
extension of it which might weaken the general rule laid 
down in paragraph 1. Indeed, the scope of the exception 
should be kept within strict limits. 

114. Some of those representatives supported para
graph 2 purely because they understood it as strictly 
limited to cases where the former wrongful act of the State 
had subsequently become compulsory conduct by virtue of 
a peremptory norm of general international law. They 
stressed that the exception provided for in the paragraph 
was extremely narrow and sufficiently circumscribed to 
exempt only acts of the State prohibited by a rule of 
international law in force at the time of their commission 
but which had since become not only lawful but obligatory 
as a consequence of the jus cogens rule. Also, the paragraph 
would not, it was stated, have the retroactive effect of 
rendering non-compliance with the peremptory rule un
lawful ab initio; nor would it affect disputes arising from an 
act that had been settled before the emergence of the jus 
rogens rule. Moreover, the concern expressed over the fact 
that a retroactive application of the peremptory rule 
mentioned in paragraph 2 would in effect deprive the 
injured State of any remedy, seemed exaggerated. If an 
internationally prohibited act changed to an obligatory one, 
that would be due to a fundamental change in the legal 
conscience of the international community and such a 
fundamental change must have also affected the behaviour 
of the injured State. 

115. Other representatives who supported in principle 
the rule in paragraph 2 considered, however, that its scope 
was too limited. In this connexion, it was stated that before 
a rule of jus cogens emerged, the conduct later proscribed 
was normally viewed with moral disapprobation by a large 
segment of the international community and, while tech
nically not unlawful, was normally considered wrong. It 
might therefore not be unduly harsh if a State engaging in 
such activities as apartheid, genocide, racial discrimination 



Agenda item 106 19 

or slavery, was held accountable for those acts before they 
became proscribed by a rule of jus cogens. It was also said 
that the question whether an act of a State in an area where 
jus cogens was in the process of emergence could be 
regarded as lawful if subsequently, after the jus co gens had 
evolved, it would be wrongful, should be examined by the 
Commission, and if necessary the wording of paragraph 2 
should be revised. 

116. Some representatives stressed that the retroactive 
application of jus cogens gave rise to extremely delicate 
problems and must be dealt with very carefully, It was 
questioned whether the limitation of the exception con
tained in paragraph 2 might not be narrow enough. Certain 
representatives doubted whether the subsequent validation 
of acts wrongful when committed would be justified in all 
cases by the emergence of a new peremptory norm of 
general international law. It was possible that in the future, 
particularly in the law relating to the protection of the 
environment, there would be new rules made necessary by 
population expansion and limited food supplies. Such rules, 
even if they had the character of peremptory norms, need 
not necessarily cast any doubt upon the validity of 
obligations assumed and broken in the past and did not, of 
necessity, have a retroactive effect. In its intention to give 
retroactive effect to some, if not all, peremptory norms of 
general international law, the Commission, it was said, was 
on very unsure ground. A State normally suffered injury 
from a breach by another State of an obligation towards it, 
and to deprive the first State of a remedy would be to 
impose a sanction on its behaviour. While it was conceivable 
that a norm of general international law might be designed 
to impose such a sanction on the past conduct of a State, 
even if such conduct was at the time not contrary to a rule 
of international law then in force, such a purpose could 
hardly be presupposed, let alone implied in all peremptory 
norms of general international law. 

117. Other representatives expressed serious reservations 
concerning the inclusion of paragraph 2 in article 18, 
terming it highly speculative, and as giving rise, if imple
mented, to more difficulties than it resolved. It was said 
that the fact that the concept of peremptory norms had 
received a measure of acceptance in a wholly different 
context (the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties) 
hardly supported the imparting of the notion into article 
18. There was a wide divergence of views among States 
concerning what rules they considered to be norms of jus 
cogens and concerning the new norms of jus cogens that 
they wanted to emerge. Besides, the Vienna Convention on 
the Law of Treaties provided for procedural, necessary 
safeguards concerning disputes involving jus cogens rules. 
Reference was made, in this connexion, to article 66 of that 
Convention by which, inter alia, any dispute as to whether 
a particular treaty was void on the ground of non
conformity with a new peremptory norm of general 
international law should be subject to the compulsory 
jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice. Another 
provision of the Vienna Convention noted was article 71, 
paragraph 2 (b), which did not provide for a general 
retroactive effect for a new norm of jus cogens. Those 
representatives believed that, in general, such provisions 
were essential in order to safeguard the authority and 
stability of the existing international order and were even 
more necessary if a provision su~h as article 18, para
graph 2, was eventually adopted. 

118. Some representatives feared that the adoption of 
paragraph 2, as presently worded and without such safe
guards, would compromise legal stability and tend to 
undermine the authority of existing law. The present draft 
might be taken as an incitement to States to perform an 
internationally wrongful act in the anticipation that such an 
act might subsequently be validated by the emergence of a 
rule of jus cogens to the opposite effect. Thus States would 
be tempted to concoct new exculpatory peremptory norms 
and a violator of the existing legal order would be given a 
chance to escape the consequences of his act. Furthermore, 
paragraph 2 was unlikely to be conducive to an expeditious 
settlement of disputes. In this connexion it was considered 
that the rule reflected in the paragraph ignored, inter alia, 
any reliance costs that an injured State might have suffered 
because of the breach. While an injured State might not be 
entitled to request specific performance of a contract 
deemed not in conformity with a new peremptory norm of 
general international law, it should be entitled to com
pensatory damages. Such an approach did not impair the 
new peremptory norm. On the other hand, imposing the 
losses on the innocent party undermined the certainty 
needed in all transactions. It was noted that the Com
mission had recognized the need for such certainty when it 
had refused to impose liability on a State for an act that 
later became unlawful. It had also affirmed in paragraph 
(18) of its commentary that "the act of the State is not 
retroactively considered as lawful ab initio, but only as 
lawful from the time when the new rule of jus cogens came 
into force". However, article I stated that every inter
nationally wrongful act of a State entailed the international 
responsibility of that State; thus the complete defence 
seemed to make the act lawful ab initio or to have the same 
effect vis-a-vis the injured party. Finally, it was noted that 
in the case of international crimes, which were dealt with in 
article 19, the application of the principle of retroactivity 
could be very dangerous. 

119. Certain representatives believed that the solution to 
the sensitive questions raised by paragraph 2 should be 
found not by way of an exception to the basic principle of 
paragraph I, but rather in the context of the consideration 
of circumstances precluding wrongfulness and attenuating 
or aggravating circumstances, to be dealt with in the future 
chapter V of part I. I~ was said that it was too early to 
consider what final form such a provision as paragraph 2 
should take and where it should belong in the draft. 
Another view expressed was that the subject-matter of 
paragraph 2 did not, as yet, form part of State experience 
and the prospects of its doing so in the future were slight. 

120. As to the drafting of the paragraph, certain 
representatives said its wording was not absolutely clear. 
One representative stated that if paragraph 2 merely re
stated the adage that any later rule abolished an earlier rule 
in the absence of any special reservation, then the para
graph should preferably be deleted. Another representative 
stressed that the delicate nature of the question called for 
the greatest conceptual and terminological clarity. He 
suggested, therefore, that the words "[and] if the dispute 
concerning such an act has still to be settled", taken from 
paragraph (18) of the Commission's commentary and 
reflecting its approach, should be added either at the end of 
paragraph 2 of the draft article or following the word 
"subsequently" in that paragraph. It would then be possible 



20 Gener~l Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

to rule out the retroactive <Jpplication of the norm to all 
cases in which the wrongful 11atnre of international acts had 
finally been establislH;•L 

Paragraphs J, 4 and 5 

121. Certain representaiJves lavulll ably commented up
on paragraph> .3, 4 an!l 5 u:· a1ticl<: 18 which dealt with acts 
of a continuing, composit'' and complex character, respec
tively. It was said that tl1Cise p:m1g1 a phs, though elaborate, 
served to clarify the b8sic rule ot paragtaph 1. They were 
based on specific cases which rlernonstra1ed the need for 
adopting a specific leg8 1 regime in c'ach case, and they set 
forth a series of assumptions and solutions. Other rep
resentatives, however, que<:tion.:d whetl1er the detailed and 
complicated elaboration in paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of the 
basic rule enunciated in p<~rDgraph 1 was justitled, as that 
approach, while seemhgl:, complete, c~_usetl some doubt as 
to whether there should Lc <';'CtTtiuns. 

122. As to pmagraph 4 '1f artjc']~ 1 R, telating to com
posite acts, a view vtas expressed placi.J1g .:mphasis on its 
importance. States were inc:reasingl:y assuming obligations 
which involved a !Yl ttern of action, such 35 in the field of 
human rights. The treatic;: which ·~'-'isted on that subject 
required States not tu discri111i11ate. 'I'l1e same kind of 
obligation cculd ~~ri~e fl!•lil bibtct:l! tll'aties relating to the 
nationals of the utl"'r party. ln ~d! those cases, it was 
important that the pctteJ n of actioP~ constituting a breach 
of an international ohligati011 slwuld exist while that 
obligation was tn force. Sl3tcs we1e cn1itled to make their 
acceptance of Pt'W obligation> L1cpendent on such a 
condition, Jt was, ht)Wcver, stres,ed that in the case of the 
composite act, it w:1s the nattll'-' of the international 
obligation itself -.\'hich rrt!'lircd t!:at tl,·re should be a series 
of separate acts or omissiom beton; it could he established 
that there had been a hreDcl, of that obligation. It was 
self-evident t!Jat ouly tho~e ads or t.linissions which had 
occurred while the (lblig3tion w:ts incumbent on the State 
should be taken into account. Th·J~. while the commentary 
relating to paragrapli ,.~ ot d1aft ?rt idc 18 was not disput
able, the basic rule stated in rara;n ·1p!J 1 ot the draft article 
sufficiently coven'd the t:tthe1 , :11e c~5e envisaged by 
paragraph 4 and its C')n111\t'll tH:,. 

123. With regard to parapaph 5 nf arlicle 18, dealing 
with comp!.:: '( :1·: 1 '· c;('rrain IC )'! ·-:-;entative.,; noted that the 
rnk ~ct Ot•t tht'r,.:;, ,tppe:ucd <:l<,sdy ,·nunected to the 
concept of the exhat,,tion nf ]Ileal n:m~di<'5. a subject still 
to be de<:~lt vvith in 1\•e CPnte::t Df' "'' article on breach of an 
obhgatHw of re:wlt n• be j>;,_ hul,,d i1: ·:11:.tpter Til oi' part l. 
Tht•s, it "'a> tL•·u1>.t:l tl1a! )':" "'r:•pli 5 inlrodnced un
nec~:&sar:,. ,,ud tli!d,.,;l:thk ,.,,,Tii ·:1t"•11S into the text and 
\.VOu]d jn all~ f v-:nt h:.n-..: J(\ i)--. .·o,·F~\Vt·d V·ihen the 
l\Jtl!HH~·~jon t1<1d f-.)rrin~L:~-\d ptnv1qt"J1~ · 1n tJte ex]wustl,Jn 
of local :·,·m~dirs. f)r. i<1e ,,,_Iter lt:•!tcl. it wa~ hdieved tha' 
tlte t;Jle sd t~vtb •n pmilgL-·i' 1i 5 1'1igh; •1ot be witltout 
utility sinr:r:, !,;r:g bc·t,-,,~,_, tk· •;t:v'tin:• <11 t)·,· t·Xhaustion of 
Joca! renH::-dit";; a. use, th;,"l~ t!' 1·-.:ltt b~ .j;fJ,::r·~·nc;>, (.f npinion 
CO!h.'P'IrliJt~ the t. Ul<:;equt..)f:Cf .". c·.f -~01\t!;L_~ ... l. :JI ' t~ \\·i~i,· 1 ·. \'.·CfC 

neces;;;.a'')' to ~ . l.;'l'~tJ;';t, ' 1 t'P J 1) \d ~JH oblig.:t,un Jr ~he 

matt,;r of S•a•r ><·~pu•· ,,_,jl:t), '·'"'" than in th:' <J>i' ,Jf 
otl:er stilJj'.'dc c'<J . .ldl<:··i 1,. the li;:•_.PJti.·nd Law Co:.l

tni~stnn, it \'-' 1s pn~·;1f·~. '·'I 1.•\\'';-!-i ,, t'·~~· ~~~1' 1 " .ijfferent 
k~<:l :·._-,ie~''' '' · •-' i .; :•.·" "_ln~ 1 

certain rules. For that reason, it was welcomed that 
paragraph 5 did not make it essential, from the point of 
view of determining an obligation in time, to resolve the 
question of whether a certain number of actions or 
omissions were necessary to constitute an offence. It was 
sufficient that one action or omission had occurred while 
the obligation was in force, Finally, the view was expressed 
that paragraph 5 seemed to fall within the purview of 
tempus commissi delicti, which the Commission was sup
posed to deal with later in connexion with another article 
of chapter III of part I. The relationship between that rule 
and the rule concerning the exhaustion of local remedies 
should be considered at that time. 

Article 19 

124. About 60 representatives, namely the great major
ity of those who spoke during the debate, made comments 
and observations on the matters dealt with in article 19, the 
cardinal importance and delicacy of which was emphasized 
by many speakers. Most of those comments and observa
tions related to basic underlying concepts inspiring the 
article as a whole and, in particular, to the distinction made 
in the article between "international crimes" and "inter
national delicts". Other comments and observations, more 
specific in nature, referred either to the merits of the 
provisions embodied in the various paragraphs of the article 
or to the wording of such provisions. Several representatives 
underlined that the comments and observations advanced 
were preliminary and tentative in character and should not 
be understood as jeopardizing in any way the final position 
to be taken on the matter, at a latet stage, by their 
respective Governments. 

(a) General comments on the distinction between "inter
national crimes" and "international delicts" as two 
types of internationally wrongful acts 

125. Three main trends of opinion emerged from the 
debate concerning the conclusion reached by the Inter
national Law C'onuniss10n tlut contemporary international 
law d1stinguished, for normative purpose, between two 
different categories of internationally wrongful acts ac
cording to the importance attached by the international 
community to the subject-matter of the obligation 
breached and the seriousness of the hreach itself. 

126. A first group of representatives agreed with the 
distinction made by the International Law Commission in 
that respect between "international crimes" and ''inter
national delicts", as reflected in paragraphs 2 to 4 of article 
19, and commended the Comnussion and its Special 
Rapporteur for the step so taken wl1ich was called a 
milestone in the codification of international law, A second 
trend of opinion was reflected in statements made by some 
representatives who were unable to agree with that distinc
tion and asked the Commission to reconsider the approach 
adopted in article ]9 so that the remainder of it~ work on 
State responsibility would not suffer. Lastly, the third 
position was represented by some other representatives who 
found some bases for or merits in the distinction but 
refrained from taking a definitive posttion on article 19 
until knowing the C'lmmisstOn's proposals on subsequent 
oroVIS!f\HS <)f the draft dn<L m particular, on those 
.'' /CP-tn•t: rf;.• "'!11[fl'(. f<JJ IllS <111d degHc2S nl mternationaJ 
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responsibility (part II) and the implementation (mise en 
oeuvre) of international responsibility and peaceful settle
ment of disputes (part III). 

127. A series of nuances were also noticeable within 
each of the above-mentioned trends of opinion. Thus, for 
instance, some of the representatives who endorsed the 
distinction in article 19, as made by the Commission, 
emphasized that it reflected positive international law, 
while others belonging to the same trend of opinion 
stressed that article 19 was a turning point in the 
progressive development of the rules of international law 
governing State responsibility. The considerations advanced 
by those who asked the Commission to reconsider article 
19 varied also from case to case. Some of them based their 
criticism of article 19 on arguments related mainly to the 
nature of State responsibility in international law, including 
questions of method and approach, others on the scope of 
the draft articles and still others on both kinds of 
considerations. A series of differences in emphasis were also 
observable among those representatives who reserved their 
fmal position on article 19. Some, for example, felt that 
article 19 could become generally acceptable in a not too 
distant future. Others stated that, notwithstanding their 
reservations, article 19 was an acceptable point of depar
ture. Others regarded article 19 as a working hypothesis. 
Finally, others refrained from any explicit endorsement. 
Independently of the position of principle adopted, practi
cally all representatives who referred to article 19 under
lined the relationship between the distinction made in the 
article and the content, forms and degrees of international 
responsibility and the implementation of international 
responsibility. 

128. Certain representatives stated that the Commission 
was fully justified in comparing, as it did in its report, the 
importance of an express recognition of the distinction 
between "international crimes" and "international delicts" 
with the explicit recognition of the category of rules of jus 
co gens in the codification of the law of treaties. 

(i) The distinction made in the article in the light of 
international law 

129. Underlining the fundamental importance in inter
national law of the distinction between "international 
crimes" and "international delicts", several representatives 
congratulated the International Law Commission for having 
embodied such a distinction in article 19 of the draft 
articles on State responsibility under preparation as well as 
for contemplating, in the course of its future work on the 
topic, different regimes of international responsibility for 
the two types of internationally wrongful acts so dis
tinguished, bearing in mind, as appropriate, that those acts 
may adopt a variety of forms and that the legal con
sequences entailed by them could also vary. To classify 
internationally wrongful acts according to their degree of 
gravity for the international community illustrated, ac
cording to those representatives, mankind's developing 
awareness that breaches of major international obliga
tions-of which those relating to the maintenance of 
international peace and security were undoubtedly the 
most important-could not be treated in the same manner 
as breaches of other international obligations. It illustrated 
also, together with the recognition of rules of international 

law having a "peremptory" character (jus cogens), the 
increasing legal importance attached by international law to 
the subject-matter of its obligations. As pointed out by the 
Commission, the distinction between "international 
crimes" and "international delicts" had normative con
sequences inasmuch as it determined different regimes of 
mternational responsibility depending on whether an inter
national crime or an international delict was involved. That 
was today the only reasonable approach to the matter 
since, under contemporary international law, the legal 
consequences of an "international crime", which in most of 
the cases would imply the violation of a norm of jus cogens, 
could hardly be reduced to a mere question of reparation 
between the author of the wrongful act and the injured 
State. The draft articles on State responsibility under 
preparation could not therefore but codify such a distinc
tion as well as an appropriate regime of international 
responsibility for "international crimes". All those rep
resentatives subscribed to the underlying concepts of the 
article and approved, subject in some instances to drafting 
improvements, article 19 as formulated by the Commission. 
The commentary attached by the Commission to the article 
was also viewed as particularly valuable by those 
representatives. 

130. For some of those representatives, the distinction 
between "international crimes" and "international delicts" 
was fully warranted in positive international law. They 
recalled in this connexion that the Charter itself attached 
some specific consequences, more grave in nature, to 
serious breaches of certain international obligations of 
essential importance for the protection of fundamental 
interests of the international community, such as those 
relating to the maintenance of international peace and 
security; that, as recognized in article 53 and other articles 
of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, some 
norms of international law had the character of jus cogens 
rules; and that breaches of certain international obligations 
had been characterized as "international crimes" in various 
conventions and other international written instruments. 
The very fact that the International Law Commission had 
adopted article 19 unanimously was also noted by those 
representatives as particularly significant in that respect. 
The concept of a single system of State responsibility was, 
in the view of those representatives, outdated. Con
temporary international law distinguished, on the one hand, 
between international obligations of fundamental im
portance for the international community and other obliga
tions and, on the other hand, between serious and less 
serious breaches of a given international obligation, and 
such distinctions entailed, under that system of law, 
different legal consequences in terms of State respon
sibility. Internationally wrongful acts such as aggression, 
the maintenance of colonial domination, slavery, genocide 
and apartheid referred to in paragraph 3 of article 19 
constituted, according to those representatives, examples of 
particularly serious breaches of international obligations of 
fundamental importance to the international community as 
a whole which could not but be characterized as "inter
national crimes". By stating it so, it was added, the draft 
articles on State responsibility would have a preventive and 
dissuasive effect beneficial for the maintenance of inter
national peace and security and for the development of 
international co-operation between States on more friendly 
and just bases. 
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13 L Other representatives, who also supported article 
19 and its underlying basic concepts, considered it to be a 
major contribution to the progressive development of 
international law in the difficult and complex area of State 
responsibility, For those representatives the article was an 
important and necessary innovative advance in the develop
ment of the rules of international law governing State 
responsibility mainly because it broke with the traditional 
theory which viewed all internationally wrongful acts as 
belonging to a single and same type. They praised the 
International Law Commission for having recognized that 
that traditional theory had evolved so as to encompass two 
main types of internationally wrongful acts, each of them 
entailing a different regime of international responsibility. 
They shared also the view that the basic criteria to 
characterize a given wrongful act as an "international 
crime" or an "international delict" should be the vital or 
fundamental interest of the international community in 
respect of the international obligation breached as well as 
the gravity of the act itself. It was also added that the 
practice of States had shown a tendency since the end of 
the Second World War to recognize certain breaches of 
international law obligations as crimes erga omnes. All 
those representatives regarded aggression, colonialism and 
gross violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
such as slavery, genocide and apartheid, as examples of 
international crimes that should be accorded more severe 
treatment than that given to internationally wrongful acts 
of less importance. Some of them added massive pollution 
to the enumeration. Broadly speaking, they agreed, there
fore, with the examples of international crimes given by the 
International Law Commission in paragraph 3 of article 19 
and considered them to be in keeping not only with the 
United Nations Charter, but also with article 53 of the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, as well as with 
various resolutions adopted by the United Nations organs 
concerning maintenance of international peace and se
curity, colonial situations and human rights and with 
international conventions prohibiting crimes such as geno
cide, apartheid and other inhuman practices. In this 
connexion, it was also recalled that the Political Declaration 
adopted at Colombo in August 19769 asserted that 
apartheid was an international crime and reiterated the 
collective responsibility of States to extend effective 
support and assistance to peoples striving for self
determination. 

132. Some representatives praised the Commission for 
having taken duly into account that violations amounting 
to an "international crime" were a matter of concern not 
only to the State or States directly affected but also to the 
international community as a whole. If the international 
community failed to impose on the perpetrators the 
sanctions that were called for, the international order 
would fall prey to anarchy and collapse. It was high time 
that the notion of collective international responsibility 
should be firn1ly established as an unequivocal principle. It 
had been given recognition by the international community 
in various ways since the adoption of the Charter of the 
United Nations. Under Article 24 of the Charter, the 
Security Council was given broad powers for the main
tenance of international peace and security and was 
recognized as exercising those powers on behalf of the 

9 See A/31/197. 

Members of the United Nations. Article 6 of the Charter 
provided that a Member which persistently violated the 
principles contained in the Charter could be expelled. The 
notion of collective international responsibility had also 
been included in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 on the 
protection of victims of war which, by virtue of a common 
provision, obligated the parties not only to respect the 
provisions of those instruments but also to ensure that they 
were respected by third parties. Furthermore, that notion 
was also an integral part of the codification efforts 
presently being made in connexion with the sea bed, outer 
space and certain economic areas. 

133. As indicated in paragraph 126 above, some rep
resentatives were unable to endorse the approach adopted 
by the International Law Commission regarding article 19 
and asked the Commission to reconsider the matter 
carefully. They found no compelling arguments for the 
inclusion of the concept of "criminal responsibility" in the 
draft articles on State responsibility at the present stage of 
development of international legal institutions. Some of 
them rejected in that respect arguments by analogy with 
domestic law and with some aspects of the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of Treaties. Virtually all domestic 
law systems separated laws relating to reparation for 
damage from those relating to criminal responsibility. 
Moreover, criminal law was set forth in domestic legal 
systems in great detail and precision. In addition, domestic 
law systems protected the innocent from false accusations 
and hasty conviction by a variety of substantive and 
procedural safeguards. It was also inappropriate to take the 
articles on jus cogens of the Vienna Convention out of that 
particular context which, inter alia, included procedural 
safeguards. 

134. It was also stated by some of those representatives 
that under paragraphs 2 to 4 of article 19, as drafted by the 
Commission, State responsibility took on a penal nature of 
doubtful interest and value for the international com
munity and contrary to the body of relevant case law, the 
provisions of Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice and the views of most 
writers. They pointed out that by stating that it was 
inconceivable to limit its task to establishing in the draft 
articles a supposedly general regime of responsibility valid 
for all internationally wrongful acts, leaving it to inter
national custom or particular conventional instruments to 
lay down the regime or regimes of responsibility applicable 
to "crimes", the Commission had taken a position which 
favoured the existence of such crimes in international law 
and their imputability to States. By doing so, however, the 
Commission had espoused a trend which was far from 
constituting an established or generally recognized principle 
in international law. The text of article 19 submitted by the 
Commission presumed, therefore, the existence of well
established rules of international law in the fields referred 
to, while it was clear from the commentary itself that such 
was not the situation. In this connexion, the view was also 
expressed that the substance of article 19 would be better 
situated in a commentary indicating the topics which might 
be the subject of special studies concerning the establish
ment of rules of law and the consequences of a breach of 
those rules in the light of the developments of international 
law. 
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135. It was stated that in evaluating article 19 certain 
preliminary basic questions should be asked and, in 
particular, what was the purpose of establishing the 
distinction between "international crimes" and "inter
national delicts" as well as what would be the consequences 
of identifying a particular act or omission as an inter
national crime rather than as an international delict. In 
national law it was clear that criminal law protected the 
fundamental interests of the community and reflected to a 
large degree the prevailing moral views of the society in 
which it operated. Moreover, its sanction was markedly 
different from the sanction of a delict. Crime carried with it 
the notion of punishment, while delict carried that of 
reparation. Lastly, the concept of crime covered a wide 
range of human behaviour. Translating those elements into 
the sphere of international law was far from easy. The first 
problem was the difficulty of identifying objectively those 
acts which most offended the moral sense of international 
society. Secondly, in the case of individuals, personal 
sanctions, including corporal punishment, was a familiar 
concept, but that kind of sanction could not be applied to 
entities such as States, which were the only entities dealt 
with in the draft articles as the question of the respon
sibility of individuals for the commission of crimes under 
international law had been left aside. Lastly, while in the 
national sphere criminal law was applied by the judiciary 
with every guarantee of objectivity, in the scheme envisaged 
by the Commission criminal sanctions applicable to States 
would, to a large extent, be in the hands of political organs 
of the United Nations, where legal considerations often 
played a secondary role. The Commission could have 
reserved the possibility of establishing a distinction between 
the concept of delict and that of crime by adding a few 
words of reservation to an uncontroversial article and a 
page or two of commentary. 

136. Reservations were made by some representatives 
about the method of argument developed by the Com
mission in the commentary accompanying the article. It 
was stated that the argumentation developed in the 
voluminous commentary to the article was not persuasive 
and was more in the nature of advocacy of the extreme 
than a reasoned analysis aimed at clarifying doubts arising 
from the article. Reference was made in that context to 
passages of the commentary dealing with how the United 
Nations collective security system worked and with the 
legislative history and meaning of the defmition of ag
gression and of the Stockholm Declaration on the Human 
Environment. 

137. As also indi~ated in paragraph 126 above, some 
representatives expressed reservations concerning article 19, 
as drafted by the Commission, and stated that they would 
adopt a fmal position thereon only when the full legal 
consequences of the distinction between "international 
crimes" and "international delicts" were known. Although 
there was growing evidence of the admission of a distinc
tion between different types of internationally wrongful 
acts on the basis of the subject-matter of the international 
obligation breached and the importance attached by the 
international community as a whole to the respect of 
certain international obligations of a fundamental nature, 
there were difficulties in defining such international obliga
tions and assessing the legal consequences of such a 

distinction. The article raised, therefore, a number of 
delicate and fundamental questions from the point of view 
of content as well as institutionally. In the future, the 
Commission would no doubt have to revert to article 19 
and to consider what legal consequences it would attach 
with respect to "international crimes" and "international 
delicts" and what scope it would eventually give to the 
provisions relating to the content and the different forms of 
responsibility as well as the implementation of re
sponsibility. Those representatives urged the Commission to 
proceed with caution. In any case, and whatever proposals 
the Commission might eventually make on such legal 
consequences, the present terms of article 19, and in 
particular of its paragraphs 2 and 3, would have to be 
reviewed very carefully by the Commission at the second 
reading stage, taking into account the statements made by 
delegations at the current session and subsequent comments 
submitted by Governments so as to ensure the broadest 
possible acceptability for the relevant draft convention. 

138. It was noted by some of those representatives that 
the Commission sought to draw the distinction between 
different types of internationally wrongful acts by ascribing 
the term "international crimes" to the wrongful acts of the 
kind described in paragraph 2 of the article. That descrip
tion bore some similarity to the description of jus cogens in 
article 53 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 
but many different views had been expressed on that 
concept. Moreover, the acceptance of the distinction would 
imply differences in the international responsibility regime 
that must be studied in all its complications before being 
accepted. It was also recalled, in this connexion, that the 
rule in paragraph 2 fell into the sphere of the progressive 
development of international law. There had been no 
precedent until the judgement given by the International 
Court of Justice in the Barcelona Traction, Light and Power 
Company, Ltd case, that, as the Commission itself admit
ted in its commentary, had been the subject of different 
interpretations. With regard to doctrine, writers had not 
begun to support differentiation of wrongful acts on the 
basis of the importance of the subject-matter of the 
obligation breached until the 1960s, and many had done so 
only in respect of violation of the prohibition of the use of 
force. The majority still favoured the traditional opinion 
that only persons who acted as organs of a State, and not 
the State itself, could be held responsible for international 
crimes. Furthermore, the recognition of "international 
crimes" would inevitably call for a complementary institu
tion which would decide in each case whether a crime erga 
omnes had been committed. Such wrongful acts, including 
the examples given by the Commission in paragraph 3 of 
article 19, were not all of the same kind and gravity and 
could entail, therefore, different consequences or redress. If 
in some instances such redress was to come through the 
provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter, the essentially 
political function which the Security Council had to 
perform under the Charter could not be overlooked. 
Bearing all those considerations in mind, all those rep
resentatives shared the view, broadly speaking, that before 
adopting a fmal position on the matter it would be 
necessary to know the draft articles to be submitted by the 
Commission in the future, and in particular, those dealing 
with the implementation of international responsibility and 
the settlement of international disputes. 
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139. Some of those representatives considered that the 
idea of dividing internationally wrongful acts into two 
categories had gained acceptance at the present time and 
could become generally recognized in the not too distant 
future. Others viewed article 19 as an acceptable point of 
departure for further work by the Commission. It was also 
stated by others that at the present stage of the work article 
19 could not be regarded as more than a simple working 
hypothesis. While not objecting to certain of the considera
tions of the distinction sought by the Commission, certain 
representatives had reservations regarding some of the 
arguments advanced in the commentary to article 19 and 
could not, therefore, form a definitive view on the 
acceptability or otherwise of what was proposed in sub
stance, until they had had an opportunity to consider 
carefully the consequences of internationally wrongful acts 
which might be deemed to amount to international crimes. 

140. It was stated that article 19 drew a valid distinc
tion, but it still presented difficulties and should be revised 
in relation not only to the rest of the draft but to 
international law as a whole. The principle which was 
receiving growing recognition, that a State could be held 
responsible according to the degree of gravity of its act, 
could perhaps be codified, Such a State would then be 
required by the international community, acting through a 
tribunal or court, to make compensation, determined on 
the basis of the damage caused. There was, however, a 
danger that a codification of the type envisaged under 
article 19 would cause harm by consolidating the juris
prudence that had developed over the years on a case-by
case basis in its existing form, It would also be unwise to 
classify certain acts of States as criminal without first 
agreeing on a defmition of such acts and establishing the 
machinery to deal with them, 

141. Lastly, it was also stated that it might be that the 
main question for the International Law Commission was 
to decide whether obligations of fundamental importance 
to the international community could be treated as being 
on the same footing as ordinary contractual obligations. In 
that connexion, reference was made to the difficulties that 
had arisen regarding the principle of the sovereignty of 
States over their natural resources. Attempts to codify the 
law of State responsibility had failed because they had 
reduced themselves to a competition between the sov
ereignty of States over their own territory and the less 
compelling rights of third States. From the standpoint of 
regimes of responsibility' a position of principle should be 
adopted concerning the distinction between obligations 
that were fundamental to the international community and 
general obligations. That could be done without waiting for 
the second stage of the work on State responsibility. For 
the present, that question should not lead to a decision on 
the criminal liability of States or on the nature of 
reparation for serious damages. The work would not be 
greatly advanced if the Commission made a decision 
concerning compensation or reparations. The main problem 
was still the implementation of State responsibility. It was 
important to recognize the existence of higher fundamental 
norms at the international level since States might be 
reluctant to respect the decisions of the international 
community if they felt that they were expressions of 
political preference, but they would not be reluctant to do 

so if they perceived that those decisions were based on 
fundamental principles of law. 

(ii) The distinction made in the article in the light of the 
scope of the draft articles 

142. Certain representatives stated that over half of 
article 19, and in particular paragraph 3, appeared at 
variance with the Commission's decision not to deal within 
the draft articles with the "primary" rules, the violation of 
which entailed international responsibility. It had been just 
such an incursion into the area of the "primary" rules that 
had caused the failure of the League of Nations Conference 
for the Codification of International Law, held in 1930, in 
codifying the topic. The considerations leading the Com
mission, as set out in the commentary, to include in the 
article a provision such as paragraph 3 did not really form 
part, according to those representatives, of the task of 
codifying the rules of international law governing State 
responsibility. Any distinction between grave breaches and 
other internationally wrongful acts could only be made on 
the basis of the concrete legal consequences they might 
entail at present under international law, rather than by 
cross-reference to abstract categories of international obli
gations or norms as the Commission did in article 19. It was 
also stated by certain of those representatives that the 
article should not be regarded as a move towards the 
progressive development of international law. There was 
nothing new about the article. The real question was that it 
included in the draft articles matters falling outside its 
scope, The characterization of a wrongful act as an 
international crime and the scale of sanctions to be 
attached thereto were matters solely for political decision 
by the competent international bodies. Nothing could be 
gained by introducing such matters in the draft. Further
more, the list contained in paragraph 3 of the article was 
not exhaustive and it was questionable whether States 
would be satisfied with such vague descriptions of acts 
which might subsequently have grave consequences. If 
article 19 was left as it stood, there was a risk that no 
further progress would be made. The various interpretations 
advanced in connexion with paragraph 3 of article 19 
during the debate in the Sixth Committee were the best 
illustration of such a risk. 

143. Certain other representatives said that the question 
of whether the Commission could be reproached for 
making an incursion into the area of "primary" rules could 
be answered only if the Commission's intentions, as 
indicated in the commentary, were taken into account. It 
might be felt that it was necessary to have an idea of the 
"primary" rules before propounding "secondary" rules and 
that the latter could not be formulated without having 
some conception of the former. For those representatives it 
seemed clear that article 19 was descriptive and contained 
no definition of "primary" rules. The examples in para
graph 3 of the article were not, therefore, an incursion into 
the determination of the substantive rules of law establish
ing the international obligations designed to protect the 
fundamental interests of the international community. 
Consequently, those representatives considered that by 
making the distinction between two categories of inter
nationally wrongful acts, embodied in article 19, the 
Commission had not departed from the basis of its 
approach to the codification of State responsibility by 
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going beyond the scope of the draft artir:k i11to t!'E' realm 
of the "primary" rules. 

144. Certain representatives pointed ll1't t ;;;d a1tick [<l 

established a sort of collective criminal rcsp')ll'JhiJ:ty of th~ 
State, which was contrary to the principles of modern penal 
law. Crimes affecting the international community as a 
whole engaged not a collective criminal responsibility of the 
State but solely the personal criminal responsibility of the 
individuals cmmnitting them, lt was necessaty to avoid 
approaches which might result in the condemnation of a 
whole people to economic isolation or ruin. Actually. it was 
the individual rather than the States whu had become 
subject to "international criminal law" ~' States iJ1" 
creasingly undertook, through international conventions, to 
use their domestic legal process to punish individuals guilty 
of infringing that law. The reasons for excluding the Stat? 
from the scope of criminal respoHsibilit) W<'rt' sound and 
rested not upon any aura of sanctity vestee! ill States nor 
upon such maxims as par in parCJII nun habet Jllris
dictionem but rather on common sense and principles ot 
elementary justice, To introduce the notion of an inter
national crime for which the State would be <h'C<lUJJtable 
would be a retrograde step and a breach of the time
honoured maxim impossible est quod soncta> delilll/l!ilf. 
That notion had been rejected by n1any lcadmg ~nJllwrities 
on international law who had ~tated that the sanctions 
provided for under the Charter were not climinal la~> 
sanctions, and there was no organ of inte1 nati~Jnal a imina] 
justice within the United Nations system l\1orepvet, neither 
in the documents relating to the surrender of (;cnnany and 
Japan, nor in the Statutes of tlw Nurclllberg a11J l'okyo 
International Military Tribunals, nor i11 the 1 G4 7 Peace 
Treaties was there any 1eference to the criminal responsi
bility of the State" The same obtained with the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Clime of 
Genocide. Mankind's condemnation of the icleo of collec
tive punishment was also reflected in hUJlJanitarian Jaw 
relating to anned conflids, as attested by ,~ertain provision;; 
of the Geneva Conventions relative to the Treatment d 
Prisoners of War and to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War, of 1949, as well as b) the draft Protn.:ols i'l 
those Conventions under f'hboration. 

145. Certain other representatives underlmed that even 
at the current stage of the work it was dca1 that the 
Commission was not seeking to extend to the international 
responsibility of States the principles applicable to responsi
bility in internal law nor to establish an anJingy with the 
c1iminal responsibility of persons guilty of crimes under 
international law. The d1afr articles tlll State te~ponsJhilily 
in the process of being elabur~ned relat-:<1 ,. •:chtsivcly tG the 
international responsib1lity ~)r States. -1~ the Counni~~ic)Il 
had plainly explamed in the C<1lllmeutaJ ~ t<.' ~rtide 19. !'he 
content of article 19 was rwt ro he ct>aluscd witlt math'h 
belonging to the eveHtuaJ cri111inal rc,rf\n:-ib!ltt)· of m
dividual organs of the :,rate rite refcJer;. ,_- :nade in the 
commentary to the ldtter '-l~·e~tiun wa<; •c.wh·int .l iJv oth\'r 
reasons. FHst. because, as in tht t:ase t't J·l~ cog, n:-. It s\'rveli 
to underline r!Je it1cre~•sing inq_•ort;llJ[e 3tla,i•t-l 1-r. cun
temporaty intell!atiL1!1;,] hnv to the c "'~~:nt ,.; cnt:.;in 
international obligati,lJ ,-, sw:h a;o t ho>e t c-i :11:1'~ •, o !;Her

national peace and srouit\, S"< rmdly, '" r-- ·'~··- -''" ri. 1t th·· 
eVelltUa] pE11iShDll'Ilt Of Jli ;,:dividUd] ell':_ • '",'I :•1 

ina] prosecution did not absoive the State from its own 
rcsponsihJilv: and, thirdly. to e_x_p\ain that not every act for 
whh:h an individual ·organ rnlght be criminaHv liable was 
IW<'ess:n il) an act attributabl.;; to t!JC State uwier the 
provisin'l~ ernbo·Jied in chapt-:>r ll of the draft articles under 
prep8t;>!ion 

146. Some of those representatives indicated that the 
use of the term ''international crime" in article 19 should 
not be allowed to obscure the differentiation between the 
intcmational responsibility uf the State and the criminal 
responsihility ot an individual-organ of a State. Those two 
distitJCt Jeg:J\ rwtions of responsibility ran parallel and were 
intended to ad as a needed restraint to the commission of 
graver forms of wrongful acts affecting the vital interests of 
the world community as a whole. In this connexion, one 
representative pointed oLJt that it was apparent from the 
treaty inst1 uments tu wldch tlw end of the Second World 
W:u bad given rise and from the Judgement of the 
Nuremberg Ttibunal that political and material responsi
bility wa~ to be horne by the aggressOJ State and criminal 
1~sponsibility by the individuals who had unleashed the 
conflict. It >vas recalled that the Commission had actually 
concerned itself full) with the responsibility of the in
dividual-organs when it elab,>rated its draft Code of 
Offences agaiust the hace and Security of Mankind, the 
final text of which had beeP transmitted to the General 
Assembly in J G:'\4.1 o Under resolution 897 (IX) of 4 De
,_·ember 19):1, the Assembly had postponed further con
sideration of that draft until a Special Committee set up for 
the purpose !Jad submitted a definition of aggression. 
folhmmg the adoption of such a definition in 1974,11 it 
was for the Gener;1l <\ssembly to proceed to consideration 
oftiJr d1~rt ( f_,ct(! ,,i Offences. 

14 7. Certaill representatives regretted that in article 19 
the Con:missio11 felt obliged to use terms which would 
appear to emphasize the notion of fault or crime and its 
inevit3b]C' corollary punishmer.t. Thus, it was said that even 
if the Cot,FnJs:ion had !JOt had in mind the "criminal 
respnnsibil!t:v of States" the use of expressions such as 
''intt'rn:Jtional crime" introduced in the rules of inter
n~ I ior1al law goveming State responsibility a conceptual 
:;.rnbigl'itv 'Nhirh it WClu]d be desirable to avoid. In so far as 
snch expressions could create LOnfusion and be looked at as 
a n VIva! ot obsolete ideas, Hothin~ would be gained by 
using them in the draft -articles e-ven from the standroint of 
the pmgressive development of International law. Certain 
rqnescntativcs remembered. however, that tht• Commission 
had justihed the usc uf :;ucl1 exprrssions by invoking the 
r'JvOt) of teQ,al lmtguage, the clc~ire to tak10 account of 
,'\>;,te pr~cti,·r and lTJllted Natiow, practice, mrd a concern 
to limit tlw scope of 1he ndcs it proposed. It \Vas also 
pointed (lut that the term "international crimt". in 
L:ference to ;lets of age;ressiun hy St:nes ;;nd othc1 grave 
1!lTent<JltunaJ1-. wnmgful :nts. h3d hec'lJ~:~: common legal 
t!Sage in iJ,t.::rnation;Jl hw after lh~? SecoJJd World Wac Even 
lwf01c tl1at \;-,If, tho t te' •11 ind bf'eu 1.1sed in a Huml)er oi 
lqraJ iusrruments. 

7 ( o ~ t I, 1) l .1) , 1 

'. J·· --~~.) . d,l!lt' ,\. 
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(iii) The distinction made in the article and the content, 
forms and degrees of international responsibility 

148. Those representatives who opposed article 19, as 
drafted by the Commission, considered, generally speaking, 
that to extend in the draft articles the principle of State 
responsibility beyond reparation or compensation was from 
a legal as well as a practical point of view of doubtful value. 
Thus, for instance, it was stated that the perception that 
certain internationally wrongful acts affected a wider class 
than others did not compel the conclusion that an 
"international criminal responsibility of States" must be 
created. What it supported was the need for an analysis of 
ways to measure damages to the wider class. Those 
representatives questioned, therefore, the necessity to leap 
over the distinction between "civil" and "criminal" respon
sibility in order to ensure that particularly grave breaches 
rise to a level of responsibility which exceeded compensa
tion or restitutio ad integrum. In the context of the draft 
articles under preparation, an approach allowing for ex
emplary damages in certain cases would constitute already a 
significant step forward. At least, such a step would be able 
to build on certain awards, like that concerning the 
steamship I'm Alone case, I 2 and would provide a measure 
of progressive development which was not inconsistent with 
a reasonable expectation that the end-product would be 
ratified. Recalling the importance attached by his delega
tion to the concept of "damages" in matters of inter
national responsibility, one of those representatives felt 
obliged, in the light of the wording of article 19, to adhere 
wholly to the position which it had stated on the question 
at previous sessions of the General Assembly. 

149. Some of those representatives underlined also that 
the distinction made in article 19 between "international 
crimes" and "international delicts" would seem to imply 
the recognition, at a later stage of the work, of the actio 
popularis principle, whereby any member of the inter
national community, and not only the injured State or 
States, would be entitled, when a crime was involved, to 
take legal proceedings against the wrongdoer. This would be 
another radical and doubtful innovation in the rules of 
international law governing State responsibility which could 
not be accepted without a careful study of all its 
implications and consequences. When actio popularis was 
mentioned before the International Court of Justice in the 
South West Africa case and the Barcelona Traction, Light 
and Power Company, Ltd. case (second phase), it had been 
in connexion with a question of procedural locus standi and 
not with a criminal matter. States not parties to a treaty 
infringing jus cogens rule might be entitled to have it 
declared void, but here again the matter was of locus standi 
and not of criminal responsibility. 

150. Other representatives underlined that the legal 
consequences or forms of responsibility to be inferred from 
the distinction between "international crimes" and "inter
national delicts" could only be within the range of those 
which international law recognized as resulting from the 
commission of an internationally wrongful act. Article 19 
was concerned with the international responsibility of 
States as a legal institution defmed by international law and 
not by reference to notions of civil or penal responsibility 

12 Reports of International Arbitral Awards, vol. III, p. 1609. 

belonging to other legal systems. lf those legal con
sequences were not confined to reparation but might 
involve also, in certain instances, the application of sanc
tions, it was because such was the situation in con
temporary international law" It was possible to assert, even 
at the current stage of the work, that the legal con
sequences, including sanctions which followed in case of an 
"international crime", were of a distinctive specific nature. 
State responsibility had traditionally been associated with 
reparation, and particularly pecuniary reparation, but in 
contemporary international law such a situation had 
evolved in order to meet the growing dangers of the time. 
In the past, the use of force in international relations had 
been a sovereign and legitimate right of States; there had 
been no ban on war and the State could not be held 
accountable for acts of aggression. Consequently, State 
responsibility had been considered mainly in terms of 
reparation for minor delicts, but such a situation had been 
radically changed since the Second World War and the 
adoption of the Charter. The principles of international law 
embodied in the Charter and the needs of an era char
acterized by the existence of nuclear weapons and rapid 
advances in science and technology made it imperative that 
the codification of the rules governing State responsibility 
took duly into account the progress already achieved by the 
law on the matter. In the course of its future work on the 
topic, the Commission should therefore consider the 
establishment of responsibility regimes bearing in mind the 
type of internationally wrongful act involved and, in 
particular, the gravity of its consequences for the inter
national community. 

151. Certain representatives said expressly that the 
Commission should contemplate that a system of effective 
and appropriate sanctions-economic, political and mili
tary-be included in the draft articles on State responsi
bility in order that the commission of internationally 
wrongful acts, and in particular of international crimes, 
might not go unpunished. Such a system should con
template various kinds of redress. Certain breaches could be 
redressed through the payment of damages or other 
reparations. On the other hand, there were other breaches 
defined as "international crimes", such as aggression, the 
denial of self-determination, slavery, genocide and apart
heid, which affected the entire international community 
and for which redress should consist of collective punitive 
action, including the application of sanctions under Chapter 
VII of the Charter. 

15 2. Representatives who considered that the distinc
tion made in article 19 between "international crimes" and 
"international delicts" was a turning point in the progres
sive development of international law also shared the view, 
broadly speaking, that the Commission could not but 
recognize that international responsibility had evolved so as 
to encompass different regimes according to the type of 
wrongful act involved. The breach of an international 
obligation need not always give rise solely to an obligation 
to make reparation but might entail also in certain serious 
cases the application of coercive measures, like "sanctions". 
In this connexion, it was recalled that article 19 dealt with 
international crimes for which States were responsible, 
according to Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter. Al
though the draft articles were silent on the different legal 
consequences of international crimes, it was obvious that 
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the ordinary forms of reparation must be supplemented by 
such new forms as those provided for in Chapter VII of the 
Charter dealing with action with respect to threats to the 
peace, breaches of the peace and acts of aggression. 
Furthermore, serious crimes of the type referred to in 
paragraph 3 of article 19, such as those involving the 
infringement of the right of self-determination and of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, would necessarily 
amount to threats to the peace. The view was also 
expressed that in some serious cases, it might be justified to 
apply sanctions even apart from those provided for in 
Chapter VII of the Charter. Lastly, some of those rep
resentatives indicated likewise that the distinction made by 
the Commission in article 19 could not but have a positive 
influence in the determination of the subjects having a legal 
interest in the fulfilment of international obligations, 
including the question of the recognition and scope of the 
actio popularis referred to in the judgement of the 
International Court of Justice in the Barcelona Traction, 
Light and Power Company, Ltd. case, 

153. It was emphasized that the progressive develop
ment of international law had produced a corresponding 
expansion in the scope and application of the basic 
principle of responsibility between States. That widening of 
responsibility had been demonstrated not only by the 
greater number of injuries which had come to be regarded 
as illegal and as giving rise to international claims, but also 
by the extent of reparation which might now legitimately 
be demanded, States could now be called upon to pay not 
only for direct, but also, indirect, damages, and in some 
cases they had been forced not only to make restititio in 
integrum, but also to pay an added penalty for having 
breached international law. According to current juridical 
thought, it was the duty of society to take joint action 
against the State which was guilty of an illegal act. Perhaps 
the most important authority in that regard was the Charter 
of the United Nations, which spelled out in no uncertain 
terms the responsibilities and obligations of States. Since 
the Second World War, the sense of community obligation 
had found expression in international forums, particularly 
at the United Nations. The pressures and influences 
obstructing that irreversible trend could not negate or 
minimize the importance and validity of those international 
legal principles, It could justifiably be stated that under 
international law, a State which was guilty of inter
nationally illegal conduct towards the world community 
would be held responsible to the community of nations. 
The trend of current developments was unmistakably 
towards collective action of a punitive nature on the part of 
the community of nations as a sanction for the enforce
ment of the international responsibilities of States in the 
case of particularly serious breaches of international obliga
tions of fundamental importance for the whole community. 

154. Some representatives agreed with the Commission's 
view that contemporary international law required the 
application of different regimes of international responsi
bility to "international crimes" and to "international 
delicts", as two different categories of internationally 
wrongful acts, and that that difference should in due course 
be reflected in the rules to be formulated in subsequent 
chapters of the draft. There could be no doubt, however, 
that the Commission was suggesting a radical change in the 
basic concept of State responsibility and, therefore, with-

out knowing the further conclusions of the Commission in 
that regard no fmal position could be adopted on article 19. 
Others pointed out that the commentary to the article 
suggested that the legal consequences of such crimes would 
be more serious than those of an "international delict" 
regarding both the redresses at the disposal of the injured 
party and the States which would be allowed to take 
appropriate measures in response to the internationally 
wrongful act concerned and that in some instance it might 
be a question of actio popularis. All this involved matters 
requiring thorough examination before a definitive endorse
ment could be given. 

155. In this connexion it was stated that there was a 
clear trend in modern international law to recognize the 
interests of both the international community and the 
individual as being protected by rules of international law, 
and to give increased attention to the international legal 
aspects of the preservation of the human environment as a 
shared resource. Somewhat less clear was the impact of 
those developments in the primary rules on the secondary 
rules of State responsibility, in particular, those dealing 
with the content, forms, degrees and implementation of 
international responsibility and the settlement of disputes. 
A breach of the international obligation not to use armed 
force against the territorial integrity or political in
dependence of any State had the legal consequences set out 
in the Charter. However, the legal consequences of an 
armed attack under the Charter could not be attached to all 
other international crimes. It was also added that it might 
be assumed that in the case of "international crimes" the 
provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter should apply. 
However, that still left a loop-hole, since the international 
crimes mentioned in article 19 were not all covered by the 
said Chapter. It was thus important to close that loop-hole 
in order to ensure that article 19 had an effectively 
preventive force. 

(iv) The distinction made in the article and the imple
mentation of international responsibility and peace
ful settlement of disputes 

156. Certain representatives recalled likewise that, in the 
course of its future work on the topic, the International 
Law Commission intended to examine procedures for 
invoking and giving effect to the international responsibility 
of States. Some of those representatives referred in that 
respect to the relationship between the powers accorded to 
the Security Council under Chapter VII of the Charter and 
the codification of the international legal rules on State 
responsibility. Some emphasized that such procedures 
would not but confirm and consolidate the powers of the 
Council. The Council would then be better able to ensure 
the peaceful settlement of international disputes and, as 
might be required, to impose sanctions or take enforcement 
measures. Unless it was realized that measures such as 
sanctions were readily available to the Council and could be 
applied, as appropriate, for the purpose of implementing 
the Council's resolutions, it would not be possible to curb 
effectively acts of aggression and other forms of interna
tional crimes and the Council would fail in its primary 
responsibility under Article 24 of the Charter. 

157. It was said that it was high time that the 
long-neglected arrangements between; Member States, as 
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provided in Article 43 of the Charter, were given the 
consideration they deserved. Despite the growing awareness 
among Member States of the need for such action, the 
question of maintaining international security through due 
implementation of Security Council decisions remained 
unresolved. Even Council resolutions which had been 
adopted unanimously remained entirely unimplemented. 
Any apparent unconcern for measures to preserve inter
national security through the United Nations might, in the 
case of some States, be attributed to past reliance on 
military alliances, within the concept of the balance of 
power. However, that concept was really only an escalating 
competition in armaments. In the case of those States 
which would welcome the establishment of legal order and 
security through the United Nations, rather than through 
military power, the urge for effective action was dampened 
by the feeling that the task was too difficult. Other States 
held that international peace and security could and should 
be attained through the United Nations. That end should be 
rekntlessly pursued in both the political and legal fields. 

158. Other representatives pointed out that one of the 
reasons to fear that it would be extremely difficult in the 
present-day world to impose criminal responsibility on 
sovereign States was the insufficient institutionalization of 
the international community. The Security Council was a 
political organ primarily responsible for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, not a judicial organ. Under 
Chapter VII of the Charter, the powers conferred on the 
Council were designed as a means of maintaining or 
restoring peace, rather than of establishing responsibility, 
which was only one of the factors to be taken into 
consideration by the Council in making what was es
sentially a political assessment. Furthermore, the Council 
could also decide on preventive sanctions, which were not 
rompatible with the regime of responsibility as currently 
understood. On the other hand, since Article 36, para
graph 2, of the Statute of the International Court of Justice 
dealt llllly with reparation for damages, responsibility for 
crimes could not be established through international 
judicial proceedings. If the role of a judicial organ was to be 
entrusted to individual States, the competence to apply 
sanctions or penalties might be abused, especially by the 
stronger Powers, and such abuses would be disruptive to the 
rxisting political and legal system. 

15g. It was emphasized that the reference made in 
article 19 to "international crimes" was not intended 
nwrcly to indic:1te the existence of a special category of 
intetn:Jtil:nall) wrongful acts. It would in fact introduce in 
th' d1 a i't article the system uf collective security established 
t"lder the Ch:nte1, which suffered from short-comings. 

1 ( ( 1. La~tl), certain representatives considered that any 
di;;;)~Jt'· a~ tu whether an 'international crime" had been 
l' <lirJGiJtted s:wu]J b.; ~c:bject to the compulsory jurisdiction 
.-,r ;>· Intemational Court of Justice, without prejudice to 
d~<· .::uslin); ;";,vet::- 'lf rlie Security Council under the 
\';<I·- i ·:~, 

f"l ,· ;Jir_ , . !t;Jr :.-· J\ vtt tltL 1-'ariuus provisions of the 
1! :.'. 'r· 

1 '' 1_. .\l: ,,t :·! rhc· comnwnts en tlw various provtswns of 
th·.' art1c;_, tcc:,rdcd below "Were ,1dvanced by representatives 

who approved, generally speaking, article 19 as formulated 
by the International Law Commission. On a few occasions 
comments of that kind were also made by representatives 
who, without objecting in principle to the distinction 
between "international crimes" and "international delicts", 
reserved, however, their fmal position on article 19. 
Practically no specific comments on the various provisions 
of article 19 were made by representatives who opposed the 
article and its underlying concepts. 

162. Some representatives stated expressly that para
graph 1 of article 19 embodied a firmly established rule of 
international law which was subject to no restriction. 
Certain representatives, including representatives who sup
ported in principle paragraphs 2 to 4 of the article, 
considered it advisable to separate paragraph 1 from the 
subsequent paragraphs. For some of those representatives 
the drafting of two separate articles would underline the 
incontrovertible and codifying character which dis
tinguished paragraph 1 from the remaining provisions of 
article 19. Others stated that such a division would help to 
clarify the difference of treatment in the responsibility 
regimes to be attached, on the one hand, to ordinary 
breaches and, on the other, to international crimes. The 
view was also expressed that by detaching paragraph 1 it 
would be possible to draft a new article paralleling article 
17, namely with a title indicating the essence of the rule 
(the subject-matter of the obligation breached) and with a 
reference to the notion of international responsibility. 

163. Several representatives who approved the under
lying concepts of article 19 supported paragraph 2 as 
formulated by the Commission. They emphasized that by 
referring to a breach of international obligations "essential 
for the protection of fundamental interests of the inter
national community" and to a breach "recognized as a 
crime" by that community "as a whole", the provision 
distinguished breaches of peremptory rules (jus cogens) of 
international law and offences erga omnes from other 
breaches. It was also noted by some of those representatives 
that the provision was formulated taking duly into account 
certain elements of the general definition of the norms of 
jus cogens codified in article 53 of the Vienna Convention 
on the Law of Treaties and that, as in that article, the 
prerequisite of the recognition as an international crime by 
the international community "as a whole" did not mean 
that each State had a right of veto, as the Commission had 
rightly pointed out in the commentary. 

164. Underlining that the rule in paragraph 2 fell into 
the sphere of the progressive development of international 
law rather than its codification, some of the representatives 
who reserved their fmal position on article 19 considered 
that such a rule was acceptable if one agreed with the basic 
principle that a special category of very serious inter
nationally wrongful acts should be created. Certain of those 
representatives felt that the Commission had made a wise 
choice of wording in paragraph 2 in stating that the 
international obligation concerned must be "essential" for 
the protection of "fundamental interests" of the inter
national community and that its breach must be recognized 
as a "crime by that COffiiPUnity as a whole". Some other 
representatives belonging to the same trend of opinion 
considered that it was premature to discuss the formulation 
of the abstract definition of "international crimes" con
tained in paragraph 2 of article 19. 
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165. Referring to paragraph 3 as a whole, several 
representatives spoke in favour of including in the text of 
the article a non-exhaustive list of breaches that, subject to 
paragraph 2 and on the basis of the rules of international 
law in force, may result in an international crime. The 
method of clarifying the abstract rules by a number of 
concrete examples was welcomed by those representatives, 
some of whom recalled that paragraph 3 reflected a 
consensus reached in the International Law Commission 
and provided a framework that would facilitate the 
determination in concreto of the international obligations 
so essential for the protection of fundamental interests of 
the international community that their breach constituted 
an international crime. Without prejudice to the drafting 
improvements suggested, most of those representatives also 
shared the view that the main areas of international law in 
which are found international obligations the violation of 
which could eventually amount to an international crime 
were, broadly speaking, those identified by the Commission 
in paragraph 3 of the article. Thus, several representatives 
referred expressly in this respect to international obliga
tions of essential importance "for the maintenance of 
international peace and security" (subpara. (a)), "for safe
guarding the right of self-determination of peoples" (sub
para. (b)) and "for safeguarding the human being" (sub
para. (c)) as well as to the specific examples mentioned in 
those subparagraphs, namely aggression, colonial domina
tion, slavery, genocide and apartheid. Some of those 
representatives mentioned likewise in this connexion the 
international obligations concerning "the safeguarding and 
preservation of the human environment" referred to by the 
Commission in subparagraph (d) of the article. Others, 
however, expressed reservations regarding the inclusion of 
such kinds of international obligations in the enumeration 
made in paragraph 3 (see paras. 175-178 below). 

166. Some of the representatives mentioned above 
emphasized that they approved the inclusion of paragraph 3 
in the text of article 19 on the understanding that the list 
contained therein was purely illustrative and non-exhaustive 
in character, In their view, the present wording of para
graph 3 would not seem to cover all the main categories of 
international obligations the violation of which may result 
in an international crime and should be supplemented as 
appropriate. The following main additions to the list were 
suggested: obligations concerning the respect of the sov
ereignty and independence of States aimed at protecting 
the existence of States as subjects of international law; and 
obligations relating to the preservation and exploitation of 
the resources which were the common heritage of mankind, 
like resources of the international sea-bed area and of the 
moon. Reference was also made in this connexion to the 
need to take into account in formulating examples of 
current developments of international law such areas as 
outer space, the law of the sea, and international humanita
rian law. Different interpretations were advanced by certain 
representatives concerning the obligations referred to in 
paragraph 3 in the light of the present wording of some of 
its provisions. For instance, it was said that it was unclear 
from paragraph 3, as currently worded, whether an inter
national crime might or might not result from a serious 
breach of international obligations prohibiting racial dis
crimination and piracy. On the other hand, it was noted 
that obligations concerning the prohibition of racial dis-

crimination and of exploitation of foreign worker:, were 
covered by the present wording of that paragraph. 

167. Some of the representatives who reserved tlwi t 
fmal position on article 19 underlined that a Ji5tinction 
should be made between the contents of paragraph 3 and 
the general principle contained in paragraph 2. Cet rain of 
those representatives considered that the examples of 
serious breaches listed in paragraph 3 were provisionally 
acceptable. Others questioned the advisability of including 
in the text of the article a non-exhaustive list of examples 
of international crimes such as the one contained in 
paragraph 3. Two main arguments were advanced in that 
respect by those representatives. First, that by including 
such a list the codification of the "secondary" rules on 
State responsibility could become involved in areas pertain
ing to "primary" rules of international law which. as 
stressed several times by the Commission, lay outside the 
draft articles under preparation. Secondly, that the defini
tion of each international crime must be undertaken with 
great care and be as precise as possible in view of the 
relevance of the principle of nullum crimen sine lege, 
particularly if the legal consequences attached to inter
national crimes went further than the duty of the perpetrat
ing State to make reparation. In this connexion, and as an 
alternative solution, it was suggested that the types of 
crimes could be mentioned in the commentary, an ap
proach the Commission had followed in relation to article 
53 (jus cogens) of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties. 

168. For one of the representatives referred to in the 
preceding paragraph, the use of the expression "may result"' 
in the introductory sentence of paragraph 3 weake11ed the 
effect of the examples given. All the breaches mentioned 
were certainly, according to that representative, inter
national crimes and many of them had in addition been the 
subject of international conventions. Nevertheless. the fact 
of enumerating them, and even more of qualifying them 
with the expression "such as", was highly questionable, for 
it was a rule of penal law that the definition of an offence 
was accompanied by the particulars of the penalty or 
sanctions prescribed for the offence. Furthern1ore, even if 
the international community had sufficient authority and 
power to draw up an international penal code, it would find 
it difficult to ensure that the prescribed penalties and 
sanctions were carried out. Experience showed, moreover, 
that States, according to the circumstances, usually resorted 
to acts of self-defence, to reprisals or to individual or 
collective economic sanctions without initiating the pro
cedures for the pacific settlement of disputes provided for 
in international instruments. What was more, any restrictive 
enumeration was always apt to be incomplete. 

169. Certain representatives welcomed the fact that each 
subparagraph of paragraph 3 referred to a "serious breach'", 
since the concept of international crime must be narrowly 
circumscribed, particularly if it was to carry with it 
sanctions or penalties rather than reparations. In the view 
of those representatives, that very expectation raised 
serious doubts about the content and wording of para
graph 3, and in particular of subparagraph (e), which was 
very general and seemed to be different in kind from the 
other examples given. On the other hand. the view was also 
expressed that to introduce a subjective element into the 
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determination of an international crime by the use of the 
expression "serious breach" in the subparagraphs of para
graph 3 was inadvisable. For example, should every act of a 
colonial Power in contravention of a United Nations 
resolution be regarded per se as a "serious breach"? The 
problems raised by the introduction of that subjective 
element, it was added, were complicated still further in 
subparagraph (d), which referred to the massive pollution 
of the atmosphere or of the seas as a "serious breach". If 
that subparagraph was adopted as it stood, it would 
undermine, in the view of those representatives, one of the 
most innovative concepts devised in the United Nations
namely, the exploitation of natural resources shared by two 
or more countries-the codification of which had already 
been begun by the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme. 

170. Concerning the present wording of sub
paragraph (a) of paragraph 3, some representatives ex
pressed the opinion that the subparagraph should include in 
its examples of international crimes certain breaches of the 
obligation on the non-use of force or the threat of force, 
which had already been cited in the Vienna Convention on 
the Law of Treaties. While it was true that the definition of 
aggression had been adopted, it defined a category of acts 
which constituted serious breaches of the obligation not to 
use force, but not the obligation itself. More specifically, 
certain representatives felt that the reference made in the 
subparagraph to "aggression" should be replaced by a 
reference to "the use of force" or to "the threat or use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political in
dependence of any State", as was stated in Article 2, 
paragraph 4, of the Charter. It was pointed out, in this 
connexion, that the Security Council had only rarely 
declared a State to be an aggressor, whereas it had often 
found States to be in violation of the prohibition of the use 
of threat of force. It was also regretted by one representa
tive that the subparagraph did not mention the exception 
of self-defence provided for in the Chartec 

171. The second main point made regarding sub
paragraph (a) related to the meaning to be given to the term 
"aggression". Certain representatives considered that such 
term should not be confined to "armed aggression'', but 
should also cover other forms of aggression, in particular 
"political aggression" and "economic aggression", The 
latter forn1s of aggression were, in the view of those 
representatives, as reprehensible and as contrary to the 
principles of sovereignty, independence and self
determination as was military or armed aggression. One 
representative stressed that his delegation could not accept 
the text of article 19 unless it included a reference to the 
economic blockade of routes used by land-locked countries 
in the exercise of their right of free access to and from the 
sea as an act of aggression, even though it was not included 
in the prov1swns of General Assembly resolution 
3314 (XXIX). He urged the Commission to study State 
conduct, other than armed aggression, which could be 
considered as aggression. 

172. Certain representatives favoured the deletion of the 
words "by force" in subparagraph (b). For some of them 
the denial of self-determination was an international crime, 
whether or not it was accompanied by the use of force 
Moreover, the variety of forms of force in use made it 

possible for colonial domination to be established or 
maintained without the use of force of arms. Others 
considered that the words concerned were superfluous 
because colonial domination could be established and 
maintained only by force, the notion of force being 
inherent in colonialism and neo-colonialism. It was also 
stated by other representatives that the wording of the 
subparagraph should be revised because the reference to the 
maintenance by force of colonial domination was am
biguous; it seemed to imply that the establishment and 
maintenance of colonial domination could also be affected 
by peaceful means, that is, with the consent of the subjects. 

173. Recalling that the Charter referred to "human 
rights and fundamental freedoms" and that such rights and 
freedoms had for the most part already been defmed by the 
international community, some representatives suggested 
replacing the expression "safeguarding the human being" in 
subparagraph (c) by the expression "safeguarding human 
rights" or "respect for human rights and for fundamental 
freedoms". In their view the use of the latter expressions 
would render the text clearer. It was also stated that the 
expression "on a widespread scale", which appeared in the 
same subparagraph, was rather subjective and imprecise. 
What was significant was not the degree of the international 
crime, but rather the importance which the international 
community attached to the crime. 

174. Regarding subparagraph (d), certain representatives 
praised the Commission for having paid particular attention 
to recent developments in international law on the subject 
of the safeguarding and preservation of the human environ
ment. For them the inclusion of that subparagraph in the 
article appeared legitimate, since it held that only "mas
sive" pollution was referred to as an international crime. It
was suggested by one representative that pollution of the 
"land" might be added to the list of breaches. 

17 5. Recalling that the formulation of an international 
obligation whose breach would constitute an international 
crime must be based on rules of international law clearly 
expressed and recognized by the international community, 
other representatives were of the opinion that sub
paragraph (d) should be reconsidered by the Commission 
with a view to determining whether pollution should not be 
treated as an international delict rather than as an inter
national crime. It was not impossible that there would be 
formulated in the very near future a category of inter
national obligation prohibiting what might be termed 
"geocide" and it could then be considered whether a breach 
of such an obligation constituted an international crinle. 
But at present it was doubtful, according to those rep
resentatives, that massive pollution could be regarded as an 
international crime to the same extent as aggression, 
colonial domination, slavery, genocide and apartheid in 
view of the rather primitive stage of development of the 
international legal norms on the preservation and protec
tion of the human environment. 

176. In this connexion, it was stated that the Declara
tion of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, notwithstanding its great importance, could 
not flll the legal vacuum which existed in that fleld of 
international law. It was true that some legal principles and 
even norms already existed, and that others were likely to 
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emerge, but it did not seem that any !lend towards 
regarding pollution per se as an international crime was 
discernible. It was also said that legal instruments or drafts 
such as the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop
ment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Bio
logical) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destmction, the 
Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, 
in Outer Space and under Water, the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and 
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the 
Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof and the draft 
convention on the prohibition of military or any other 
hostile uses of environment modification teclmiques had 
originally been conceived as a means of curbing the arms 
race and maintaining international peace and security. 
There was therefore some question as to whether a 
violation of their rules should be regarded as a breach of an 
international obligation to maintain international peace and 
security or a breach of an international obligation to 
preserve the environment. For example, in paragraph 4 of 
article III of the Treaty on the Prohibition of the 
Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of 
Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and 
in the Subsoil Thereof, contained in General Assembly 
resolution 2660 (XXV), it was stated that if there was a 
serious question concerning fulfilment of the obligations 
assumed under the Treaty, a State party might refer the 
matter to the Security Council to take action in accordance 
with the Charter. It was difficult to see how the Security 
Council could take action in accordance with the Charter to 
punish a breach of an obligation concerning the preserva
tion of the environment. 

177. It was pointed out that an examination of the text 
and legislative history of the Declaration of the United 
Nations Conference on the Human Environment would 
reveal emphasis on the old maxim "sic utere tuo ut alienam 
non laedas" and examples of reparation or restitution, but 
not at all in the concept of peremptory norms and still less 
in international criminal responsibility. 

178. It was also stated that if only because international 
legal rules for safeguarding and preserving the environment 
remained rudimentary, a distinction must be drawn be
tween the consequences for States of a serious breach of 
subparagraph (d), on the one hand, and of subparagraphs 
(a}, (b) and (c), on the other. Such would, in particular, be 
the case if redress was to come through the provisions of 
Chapter VII of the CharteL 

179. With regard to paragraph 4, some representatives 
considered it advisable to avoid the use of terms that 
because of their meaning in penal law could create certain 
problems. The convenience of using a more appropriate 
term than "delict" to identify the less serious inter
nationally wrongful acts referred to in article 19 was 
underlined by certain representatives. They pointed out 
that in several domestic legal systems that term was 
synonymous with the term "crime" and that in some 
languages, particularly Spanish, the words "delict" and 
"crime" had essentially the same meaning. Without denying 
that, certain other representatives indicated that it was hard 
to fmd more appropriate words and that tbe tenninology 
used in article 19 had the merit of being based on the 
classical tripartite distinction between "offences rlelicts 
and crimes". 

D. Succession of States in respect of 
matters other than treaties 

180. Many representatives "noted with satisfaction that 
the Commission had made substantial progress on the topic 
of succession of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties (see A/31/10, chap. 16). The important contribu
tion of the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Mohammed Bedjaoui, 
through his scholarly, high-quality eighth report on the 
subject1 3 was stressed. He had had to unravel a mass of 
State practice which was often contradictory in order to 
elucidate the principles involved. 

181. Support was expressed for the Commission's inten
tion to concentrate on the questions of succession to public 
debts as well as on archives at its next session, with reports 
to be submitted by the Special Rapporteur on those aspects 
of the topic. It was considered that the question of public 
debts was of the greatest interest to the developing 
countries. In the opinion of certain representatives, if the 
issue of succession in respect of public debts was not 
disposed of, it would not be possible to make an assessment 
of the Commission's work on the topic. 

182. The belief was expressed that the Conunission 
should be able to complete the work on th~ topic in the 
relatively near future. Doubts were, however, voiced that an 
acceptable compromise could be reached on that delicate 
subject at an early date. Some representatives recalled that 
the Commission had experienced considerable difficulty in 
its past work because of the scope and complexity of the 
subject, which covered State property, public debts and 
credits, the legal regime of the predecessor State, territorial 
problems and acquired rights. 

1. COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ARTICLES 
ASA WHOLE 

(a) General comments 

183. Many of the representatives who spoke on the 
subject fully supported, or saw no major difficulty in, the 
draft articles adopted by the Commission at its twenty
eighth session. It was pointed out that they were clear and 
responded to the present needs of the international 
community. They were furthermore consistent with im
portant pronouncements made by the General Assembly on 
the political and economic self-determination of peoples 
and nations. The Commission was said to have acted wisely 
in stressing respect for the right of peoples to self
determination, internal constitutional legal systems and the 
sovereignty of States over their natural resources. Reserva
tions were expressed with regard to the Commission's 
proposals, and it was stated that, at the current stage of 
international law, it was not possible to lay down absolute 
and incontestable rules on the topic concerned. The 
Commission could have made a greater effort to identify 
the principles laid down in treaties concluded in that field, 
rather than proposing rules which, in some cases, seemed to 
be based on abstract points of view. In his view, the 
conventional approach would be the most satisfactory in 
reaching an equitable solution in that field. 

13 A/C N.4/292. 
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184. Some representatives stressed the need for includ- (c) Choice between general ntles or rules relating 
ing a number of additional defmitions or clarifying further to property regarded in concreto 
some of the notions contained in the draft articles, such as 
"property ... connected with the activity of the predeces
sor State in respect of the territory", "the contribution of 
the dependent territory" and "equitable proportion". In 
connexion with the expression "unless otherwise agreed or 
decided" used frequently in the draft articles, it was 
considered that the newly independent State should decide 
and agree with the predecessor State on all aspects, and it 
was urged that this should be expressly stated in the text. 

185. With regard to the structure of the draft, several 
representatives shared the Commission's view that it was 
desirable to maintain some degree of parallelism between 
the draft articles on succession of States in respect of 
matters other than treaties and those on succession in 
respect of treaties. Such parallelism appeared to be not only 
desirable but ratione materiae absolutely indispensable, 
particularly in the use of common defmitions and common 
basic principles. The view was expressed, on the other hand, 
that succession of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties was governed by principles different from those 
governing succession in respect of treaties and that the 
classification of such successions, to State property for 
instance, should consequently be different. 

186. As for the question of the procedure to be 
followed for the peaceful settlement of disputes which 
might arise from the application or interpretation of the 
draft articles, it was suggested that its consideration would 
have to wait until the draft was finalized. 

(b) Choice of types of succession 

187. Several representatives endorsed the Commission's 
basic method of considering under three broad categories of 
succession of States the types of succession it adopted in 
draft articles 12 to 16. Approval was expressed for certain 
modifications made in the typology of succession which the 
Commission had established in its 1974 draft articles on 
succession of States in respect of treatiesJ4 so as to 
accommodate the special characteristics of the topic of 
succession in respect of matters other than treaties, while 
not overlooking the need to maintain some degree of 
parallelism between the two sets of draft articles" On the 
other hand, certain representatives regretted that the 
Commission had felt obliged to draw a distinction between 
States formed as a result of the separation of part of a 
State. It was said that in so doing the Commission had 
referred to a political concept, the introduction of which 
into the draft was questionable and which limited the 
freedom of the newly independent States to negotiate. It 
was also considered that arguments put forward by the 
Commission for dealing in separate articles with the 
concept of "succession of part of territory" which had been 
dealt with in a single article in the Commission's draft 
articles on succession of States in respect of treaties, were 
not convincing. 

14 See Officwl Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Supplement No. I 0, chap. II, sect. D. 

188. A number of representatives welcomed the ap
proach, which the Commission had taken based on the 
Special Rapporteur's eighth report, of formulating general 
rules applicable to all kinds of State property rather than 
ru1es relating to property considered in concreto. It was 
pointed out that questions relating to the succession of 
States in matters other than treaties were extremely 
difficult due to lack of a frame of reference and the 
non-uniformity of the practice of States in that sphere, and 
that, therefore, the Commission should limit itself to 
establishing general rules which the parties concerned 
would use as a guide in the equitable settlement of disputes" 
It was also hoped that the possibility of conducting 
bilateral negotiations with considerable freedom on the part 
of each party would not be unduly restricted. While 
enforcing the general rule approach adopted by the 
Commission, several representatives also approved the 
exception of treating the question of archives separately in 
view of the particular nature of problems posed by that 
question. On the other hand, certain representatives regret
ted that technical matters relating to currency, treasury and 
the State funds had not been dealt with explicitly in the 
draft articles. It was hoped that more detailed rules, 
representing the current state of international law, would 
be produced on the fate of such concrete categories of 
property. 

(d) Distinction between immovable and movable property 

189. The distinction which the Commission made be
tween movable and immovable State property in drawing up 
general rules was supported by many representatives as 
logical and appropriate. Such a method was a felicitous 
innovation and a very constructive new element in drafting 
general rules on the subject. In the opinion of one 
representative, however, to treat all immovable State 
property as falling into a single category was an over
simplification. He pointed out that in all Roman law 
systems the distinction between the State's public im
movable property and its private immovable property was 
essential. When a succession involved a Roman law country 
and one of its regions which had become an independent 
State, immovable State property would not be 
transferred automatically to the successor State" While the 
latter State would receive ipso facto such public property as 
defensive works, railways, ports and airports, certain 
property in the private domain, particularly vacant build
ings, would either remain the property of the predecessor 
State or would be the subject of specific agreements. Thus 
he hoped that the Commission would be able to prepare a 
text which would take account of all the principles in force 
in the main legal systems. This proposition was criticized by 
another representative who considered that all State pro
perty of the predecessor State should be transferred to the 
successor State irrespective of whether it had belonged to 
the public or private domain. The fact that a distinction 
was made in that respect in Roman law countries could not, 
in his opinion, justify its inclusion in a universal conven
tion. Moreover, property within the private domain could 
be of great importance for the development of the 
successor State, and to subject its passage to special 
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conditions could burden that State with the payment of 
compensation and hamper its development effort. 

(e) Oiterion of linkage of the property to the te"itory 

190. Several representatives expressed their agreement 
with the basic criterion of linkage of the property to the 
territory which the Commission adopted for the transfer of 
State property from the predecessor State to the successor 
State. 

(f) The principle of equity 

191. Many representatives endorsed the principle of 
equity introduced by the Commission in some of the draft 
articles. As a balancing and corrective factor, that principle 
was believed to provide a practical solution to some of the 
major problems relating to succession to State property. It 
was also said to best meet the fundamental interests of the 
successor State. Several of those representatives noted that 
the principle was in accordance with jurisprudential doc
trines and the practice of States, as well as the decisions of 
the International Court of Justice, particularly in the North 
Sea Continental shelf cases. It was recalled that in those 
cases the Court observed that there was no question of 
applying equity simply as a matter of abstract justice but of 
applying equity as a rule of law which itself required the 
application of equitable principles. Equity in abstracto, it 
was pointed out, had no practical meaning. Other rep
resentatives considered that, while the principle of equity 
was subject to certain limits or lacking somewhat in 
precision, it was useful in the context of the draft articles. 
Although the draft articles could not take the place of 
individual agreements, they could suggest the ambit within 
which States might reasonably seek agreement. 

192. Certain representatives, however, stated that cau
tion should be exercised in respect of the principle of 
equity because States had always mistrusted it. They 
referred by way of example to Article 38, paragraph 2, of 
the Statute of the International Court of Justice providing 
for the procedure ex aequo et bono, which had never 
gained acceptance by any State. Equity was, according to 
one of those representatives, the abst:nce of law; it 
represented natural justice as opposed to legal justice. 
Despite the effort of the Special Rapporteur to establish a 
certain nuance between the concept of equity as abstract 
justice or natural justice and equitable principles applicable 
as a result of a rule of law, he thought it to be less 
dangerous to resort to some vague formulae which spoke of 
what would be "reasonable" and "normal", such as those 
contained in article II, paragraph I, of the Vienna Conven
tion on Diplomatic Relations,1 s and articles 14 to 46 of 
the Vienna Convention on the Representation of States in 
Their Relations with International Organizations of a 
Universal Character.! 6 Another representative also doubted 

15 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 500, No. 7310, p. 95. 
16 See United Nations Conference on the Representation of 

States in Their Relations with International Organizations, vol. II 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.12), document 
A/CONF.67 /16, n. 212. 

the value of provisions involving concepts such as "equit
able compensation", because they might be extremely 
difficult to apply in practice. 

2. COMMENTS ON THE V ARlO US DRAFT ARTICLES 

Article 2 

193. It was pointed out that article 2 was not suf
ficiently precise and might give the impression that there 
could be cases of succession of States which would be in 
contravention of international law. Such successions, how
ever, were null and void ab initio and could not produce 
any effect. It was thus suggested that the text should make 
it clear that the draft articles referred solely to cases of the 
formation of new States and territorial changes which 
occurred in accordance with the principles of international 
law. 

Article 3 

194. Certain representatives expressed their endorse
ment of the defmition of "newly independent State" in 
article 3, paragraph (f). 

Article 5 

195. One representative doubted the appropriateness of 
the definition of State property in article 5 because, in his 
view, it was the legal order of the successor State and not 
that of the predecessor State which should govern the reply 
to the question of what was and what was not State 
property. He believed that as a sovereign State, the 
successor State was not obliged to accept the views of the 
legal order of the predecessor State; otherwise its freedom 
would be inadmissibly limited. 

Article 6 

196. It was suggested that article 6 would more ap
propriately be entitled "Passing of the rights of the 
predecessor State to State property to the successor State". 

Articles 7 and 8 

197. One representative expressed his support of the 
idea, incorporated in articles 7 and 8, that unless otherwise 
agreed the date of the passing of State property should be 
that of the succession of States and that such passing 
should take place without compensation. In his opinion, 
such an approach was the only one that could safeguard 
both the legitimate interests of the successor State and t.!)e 
reasonable interests of the predecessor State when suc
cession occurred in difficult circumstances. Another rep
resentative welcomed the fact that article 8 provided for 
equitable protection of the interests of third States wher
ever that was possible. 

Article 9 

198. It was stressed that the general principle set forth 
in article 9 applied only within the limit~ inrl;,.,.t,.-1 ;n thq• 
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provision. It was at the same time pointed out that the 
phrase "unless otherwise ... decided" was extremely vague, 
since it was not clear who was competent to take such a 
decision. 

Article 11 

199. While one representative doubted the necessity of 
the square brackets around article ll, another considered 
the Commission's decision prudent since there were great 
difficulties in connexion with the transfer of State credits. 
The view was also expressed that the criterion of sov
ereignty over, or activity in, the territory to which the 
succession of States relates could only complicate the 
problems posed by the passing of State debts. According to 
that view, when the debts of individuals passed to the 
successor State by virtue of a nationalization law, third 
world countries interpreted international law in different 
ways and those differences in fact reflected the conflict 
between capital-exporting and capital-importing nations. 

Article X 

200. In the opinion of a representative, article X should 
make no reference to the successor State, so that that State 
would not be tempted to change the rules of internal law at 
the time of succession. He suggested that the article read: 
"A succession of States shall not as such affect property, 
rights and interests, which, on the date of the succession, 
are situated in the territory of the predecessor State and 
which, at that date, are owned by a third State according to 
the internal law of the predecessor State". Another 
representative welcomed the fact that article X provided for 
equitable protection of the interests of third States. 

Article 12 

201. One representative welcomed the separate pro
vision in article 12 of the cases of transfer of part of the 
territory of a State as distinct from those of separation of a 
part of a State as a result of the exercise of the right to 
self-determination, which were dealt with in article 15. He 
suggested, however, specifying in the text that the terri
tories transferred were of minor importance and that the 
transfer was effected freely in accordance with inter
national law. In addition to several representatives who 
endorsed in general terms the basic criterion of linkage of 
the property to the territory (see para. 190 above), certain 
representatives specifically approved that criterion in the 
context of article 12. The connexion of movable property 
with the activities of the State in respect of the territory in 
question was also considered to be a fair criterion. 
However, the view was expressed that the principle of 
equity should appear more prominently in this article. 
Attention was drawn, in that connexion, to the original 
proposal of the Special Rapporteur! 7 and to the proposal 
which a member of the Commission had made at the 
twenty-eighth session of the Commission. While being in 
fii ·our of paragraphs 1 and 2 separately, one representative 
thoug,l-tt the ~olution envisaged in the latter paragraph 
cancelled out that of the first, for if the successor State 

17 <:,.p 11./r'N 11/?Q? 

considered the second solution more advantageous to itself 
than an agreement, it would do nothing to promote such an 
agreement and would even attempt to prevent an agreement 
from being concluded. 

Article 13 

202. Many representatives expressed their full agreement 
with the provisions of article 13. Stressing the need for 
including the article in the draft, several representatives 
pointed out that despite the progress made in the de
colonization process, there were still some Non-Self
Governing Territories which had yet to achieve indepen
dence; that independence did not dispose of all succession 
problems; and that the Commission could not ignore the 
problem of newly independent States since it had made it 
the cornerstone of the whole draft on the succession of 
States in respect of treaties. It was further stated that such 
provisions were of particular importance for the newly 
independent nations which had had to pass through a 
period of bloodshed in order to assert their statehood. 

203. One representative, however, doubted whether 
article 13, as currently formulated, paid sufficient regard to 
State practice as it had developed over the past 30 years. In 
his opinion, it was preferable to give greater stress to the 
residual nature of the rules set out in paragraphs 1 to 5 of 
this article, thereby following more closely the pattern 
already adopted in draft articles 7 and 8. Another rep
resentative emphasized that new States emerged not only as 
a result of the process of decolonization but also as a result 
of other processes, for example, social revolution, and that 
the Commission should take that into account in the 
provisions in section 2 of its draft articles. 

204. A suggestion was made to define movable property 
in article 13 more precisely, so as to make it clear whether 
it included, for instance, national treasures and works of 
art. Moreover, the article was felt not very clear as to 
whether the predecessor State was obliged to return to the 
successor State movable property removed from the Terri
tory before independence. 

205. In the opinion of one representative, paragraph 3, 
subparagraph (b), could be difficult to apply, particularly if 
the successor State achieved its independence through 
armed struggle, or if hostile relations between the successor 
State and the predecessor State prevented any negotiation, 
let alone agreement. 

206. The pertinence of including paragraphs 4 to 6 was 
particularly stressed by one representative in view of the 
existing international situation, in which according to his 
view colonialist and neo-colonialist influences continued to 
reign. The view was expressed that paragraph 5 should be 
reintegrated into article 12. 

207. Paragraph 6 of article 13 was particularly singled 
out by many representatives as containing very important 
rules for newly independent States. Several representatives 
emphasized that the principle of the permanent sovereignty 
of every people over its wealth and natural resources had 
been affirmed in a number of General Assembly and 
Economic and Social Council resolutions and declarations. 
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Particular reference was made to the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States, the Declaration on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order and 
Council resolution 1956 (LIX). Others stressed the relation
ship between that principle and the right of peoples to 
self-determination, which no succession could contravene. 
Underlining the need to include paragraph 6, certain rep
resentatives stated that history had shown that the attain
ment of independence was far from being always peaceful 
and easy and that devolution agreements of a leonine 
character abounded. The paragraph in question was there
fore a necessary safeguard provision for the protection of 
the interests of newly independent States, in particular 
their economic independence. It was from the principle of 
the permanent sovereignty over wealth and natural re
sources that the concept of the people's inalienable right to 
economic independence sprang, the latter being an essential 
complement to political independence. It was believed the 
formulation in paragraph 6 was an improvement on the 
corresponding paragraph in the draft articles proposed in 
the Special Rapporteur's eighth report since the principle of 
permanent sovereignty over wealth and natural resources 
was affirmed for every people and not just for newly 
independent States. 

Article 14 

208. Some representatives specifically mentioned article 
14 as acceptable. However, several others were not satisfied 
with its provisions. It was stated that paragraph 2 of that 
article was unnecessary, or at least the reference to internal 
law in that paragraph was not appropriate. It was also 
hoped that the meaning of the phrase "subject to para
graph 2" in paragraph 1 would be defined more clearly. 
Further study was thus urged on this article, especially in 
the light of the other provisions of section 2. 

Articles 15 and 16 

209. While one representative found no difficulty in 
these articles, another voiced some reservations to both 
articles. The ideas embodied in the terms "equitable 
proportion" in article 15, paragraph 1 (c), and article 16, 
paragraph 1 (d), and the term "equitable compensation" in 
article 15, paragraph 3, and article 16, paragraph 2, as well 
as the term "equitably compensated" in article 16, para
graph 1 (b), might, in his opinion, create problems when 
property passed from the predecessor State to the successor 
State, for it was difficult to determine just what was 
covered by the principle of equity when applied ex aequo 
et bono, particularly in the case of the separation of one or 
more parts of the Territory of a State. It could happen that 
the separation was effected against the wish of one of the 
States, which accepted it only reluctantly. He also sug
gested putting the word "territories" in article 16, para
graph 1 (c), in the singular form so as to be in accord with 
the expression "the successor State concerned" at the end 
of that paragraph. 

E. The law of the non-navigational uses 
of international watercourses 

1. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

210. A number of representatives paid a tribute to the 
Special Rapporteur for the topic, Mr. Richard D. Kearney, 

who was commended for his incisive approach to the 
question and whose report, IS to which reference is made in 
chapter V of document A/31/10, was considered as augur
ing well for the future. 

211. Several representatives expressed keen interest in 
this topic which, it was observed, was becoming in
creasingly important as a result of a variety of factors, 
among which mention was made of the growing shortage of 
water resources and of the ecological repercussions of 
scientific and technological advances. It was further stressed 
that the demographic growth, the expansion of agriculture 
and industry and the growing risk of hunger threatening the 
world continually exacerbated the problem of the use of 
international watercourses and especially the problem of its 
distribution between riparian States of contiguous or 
successive waterways. Emphasis was also placed on the 
importance of the problems raised by international water
courses in relation to international economic co-operation 
and on the need to seek formulas which would eliminate 
the drawbacks created by the uncontrolled use of 
watercourses. 

212. It was generally agreed that the Commission had 
accomplished useful preparatory work in the field under 
consideration and that it had made an encouraging start. A 
number of representatives took the view that consideration 
of the subject should be intensified; in this connexion it 
was stated that since the Special Rapporteur appointed for 
the topic had not been standing for re-election to the 
Commission, it would be necessary to select a new Special 
Rapporteur at the 1977 session of the Commission. Other 
representatives did not share the view that the subject 
should receive a higher priority, although they expressed no 
opposition to the Commission's continuing its work in that 
field. 

213. The need for progressive development and codifica
tion of the law of the non-navigational uses of international 
watercourses was stressed by several representatives; the 
Commission was right, it was stated, to consider the 
preparation of general legal principles applicable to all 
international rivers. The opinion was, on the other hand, 
expressed that since each river had different historical, 
social, hydrological and geographical characteristics, it 
might be preferable to hold negotiations in order to fmd 
solutions to the particular problems of specific inter
national rivers. 

2. METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS 

214. The pragmatic method and cautious approach 
adopted by the International Law Commission in dealing 
with the topic was generally commended. Attention was 
drawn in this connexion to the complexity of the problems 
involved, to the need for the Commission as a body 
composed of members elected in their individual capacity 
to take into account the diverse interests at stake and to the 
importance of State experience in that sphere. With regard 
to the latter element, several representatives noted that 
only a few replies to the Commission's questionnaire had so 
far been received and suggested that the General Assembly 
should renew its invitation to Member States to submit 

18 See A/CNA/295. 
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further comments so that the Commission could base its 
work on a more representative sample of views. 

215. Most representatives agreed that the Commission 
had been well advised not to take any decision on the scope 
of the subject. In this connexion it was stated that the 
question whether the principles to be formulated should be 
broadened to include, for example, river basins was of 
secondary importance and need not be pursued at the 
outset. The opinion was further expressed that, in view of 
the sharp divergencies revealed by the replies received so 
far, it was difficult to see how States could arrive at a 
consensus, at least at the present time, on a defmition of 
the term "international watercourse". It therefore seemed 
more sensible to start by formulating the general principles 
applicable to the legal aspects of the use of watercourses 
rather than allowing disputes over definitions to delay the 
work. An a priori definition could, it was added, be a 
restricting factor and it appeared wiser to let the con· 
stituent elements of a defmition of the term "international 
watercourse" appear spontaneously in the course of the 
work. 

216. On the question of expert assistance, it was 
generally agreed that the Commission would at some stage 
have to seek technical, scientific and economic advice on 
some of the aspects of the topic; the view was further 
expressed that the choice between the various courses 
opened to that end-establishing an advisory committee of 
experts, calling in experts and technicians or combining the 
two alternatives-ought to be left to the discretion of the 
Commission. The matter, it was added, could be taken up 
at a future date when the work on the subject had 
progressed sufficiently. 

217. Some representatives expressed the hope that the 
Commission would remain in contact with the various 
international forums concerned with the topic. Mention 
was made in this connexion of the Economic and Social 
Council, the United Nations Environment Programme and 
the United Nations Water Conference. It was further stated 
that the Commission might with profit keep in mind the 
legal studies prepared on the topic by the Institute of 
International Law and the International Law Association. 

3. GENERAL APPROACH TO THE TOPIC 

218. Some representatives, while recognizing that the 
drainage basin concept was of relevance for the studies 
concerning the harmonious development and physical 
integration of river basins and had been incorporated in 
regional treaties concluded between States on the basis of 
social and geographical realities such as the 19 59 Treaty on 
the Nile River and the Niger, Senegal and Lake Chad 
Treaties, considered that the concept in question could not 
be used as a point of departure for the formulation of 
general legal rules. The view was expressed in this con
nexion that recognition by a State of the international 
nature of a watercourse for the purpose of carrying out a 
preliminary study only had declaratory force and did not 
imply the establishment of legal standards and objectives, 
and that for the purpose of elaborating an international 
legal regime, State recognition of the international nature 
of a watercourse had to be reflected in agreements having 
constituent value. The opinion was expressed that the task 

of the Commission was to examine not the purely 
territorial concept of river basin but a traditional concept 
of customary international law, which was embodied in 
treaties and conventions and a corollary of which was the 
distinction between successive and contiguous rivers. 

219. Other representatives took the view that the 
international drainage basin was the most appropriate 
concept for the study of the legal aspects of non· 
navigational uses of international watercourses and that the 
traditional concepts were too restrictive to enable the 
Commission to complete successfully the task entrusted to 
it by General Assembly resolution 2669 (XXV) of 8 De· 
cember 1970. Attention was drawn in particular to the 
interdependence of the various parts of a watercourse or a 
river basin common to several States. Support was also 
expressed for the drainage basin approach on the ground 
that it would provide a broader framework for the 
equitable sharing of waters and for their optimum utiliza
tion by all concerned and would also promote co-operation 
and good neighbourliness among interested States. In this 
connexion it was noted, with respect to the projects being 
carried out in the Lower Mekong Basin under the auspices 
of the United Nations, that the concept of drainage basin 
was indispensable for the efforts of riparian countries. 
Mention was also made, with reference to the Senegal 
River, of the emergence of a new concept: beyond the joint 
exploitation of the river, the foundations had been laid for 
co-operation aimed at the integrated development of 
riparian States under the authority of an institution; at the 
legal level, the integration of the river went beyond the 
limits of the river basin and extended to the national 
territories in their entirety. In this connexion, reference was 
made to the principles embodied in the "Helsinki Rules" I 9 

as being particularly relevant to the question. It was also 
said that the distinction between succession and contiguous 
rivers was a purely theoretical one whose aim was to 
overcome temporary situations which were the subject of 
diplomatic negotiations. 

220. In expressing their views on the general approach 
to be taken to the topic, representatives referred to the 
concepts of territorial sovereignty and sovereignty over 
natural resources. 

221. With regard to the first concept, it was stated that 
according to the Final Act of the 1815 Congress of 
Vienna2o what were to be taken as international were the 
international rivers separating or crossing the territory of 
two or more States and not the physical portion of land 
within the divortium aquarum of an international river: the 
fact that such portion of the territory of a State was bathed 
by an international watercourse did not confer upon it a 
status other than that of being part of the national 
territory. The view was further expressed that it should be 
made clear that the rules being formulated did not apply to 
waterways which originated and terminated within the 
territory of a single State, since the regulation of such 
waterways would be regarded as interference in internal 
affairs. On the other hand, it was deemed illogical that the 

19 See Integrated River Basin Development (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E. 70.II.A.4), annex VII. 

20 See Nouveau receuil de traites, G. F. de Martens, ed., vol. II, 
p. 427. 
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work of the Commission should be based on a definition 
which had been elaborated a century before. 

222. Attention was, on the other hand, drawn to the 
statement by the Special Rapporteur in paragraph 27 of his 
report that "political boundaries are irrelevant to the 
physical unity of a river system", a statement, it was 
asserted, which emphasized the need to consider the 
hydrographical system of a basin as a whole since measures 
which were or were not adopted in one part of the basin 
could have consequences for other parts of the basin. 
Mention was also made of the conclusion of the Special 
Rapporteur in paragraph 33 of his report that "the riparians 
in a river basin have an interest in what happens in the basin 
as a whole" and that the management of the waters of a 
basin depends on respect for the interests of all States 
belonging to that basin. 

223. As far as sovereignty over natural resources is 
concerned, several representatives considered that the drain
age basin concept was inconsistent with that of permanent 
sovereignty over natural resources. In their view, the 
physical nature of water did not change the fact that it was 
a natural resource and should, as such, be subject to the 
principles of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, 
on the understanding that international watercourses which 
crossed or constituted the frontier with another State 
should be subject to the rules of international law concern
ing co-operation between neighbouring or riparian States. 
Attention was further drawn to the serious consequences 
which a different approach might entail in connexion with 
other liquid natural resources such as oil. 

224. The view was, on the other hand, expressed that, as 
pointed out by the Special Rapporteur of the International 
Law Commission, water, unlike minerals, had a multi
national character and that any action taken regarding the 
water of an international river by one State might produce 
undesirable effects in another State. The need was therefore 
stressed for adherence to the principle that one State could 
not use water within its jurisdiction to cause injury to 
another co-riparian State. Water, it was further said, was a 
"shared natural resource", which meant that the concept of 
ownership, generaily considered as being applicable to 
natural resources, had not been applied to water, a resource 
with very unusual physical properties like cohesion and 
mobility. 

225. With reference to the Panama Canal which, it was 
stated, was basicaiiy a river made navigable by the damming 
of the Chagres river and fed to a large extent by Panama's 
rainfaii, mention was made of the Latin American regional 
preparatory meeting which had been held in anticipation of 
the United Nations Water Conference. At that meeting, it 
was recalled, the view had been expressed that water 
resources in the Panama Canal Zone could not be con
sidered international waters for joint use, but were inland 
fresh-water resources, and a resolution supporting that 
point of view had been adopted. The opinion was further 
expressed that there was no justification for separating the 
Panama Canal from the territorial sovereignty of Panama or 
for denying that State the full benefit of its natural 
resources. The view was, on the other hand, held that 
references to the Panama Canal were irrelevant to the 
question of the non-navigational uses of internation~l 

watercourses and that a satisfactory solution to the matters 
at issue with regard to the Panama Canal should continue to 
be sought by way of negotiation between the States 
concerned. 

4. ASPECTS TO BE COVERED IN THE COMMISSION'S 
STUDY AND NATURE AND CONTENT OF THE 
RULES TO BE FORMULATED 

226. As far as uses of fresh water are concerned, support 
was expressed for the outline suggested in question D of the 
Commission's questionnaire (see A/31 /10, para. 123) cover
ing agricultural, economic and commercial, and domestic 
and social uses of fresh water. Uses not listed in the outline 
which were mentioned included livestock raising, com
mercial fishing, forestry and multipurpose dams. Several 
representatives agreed that the Commission's studies should 
cover flood control and erosion problems-referred to in 
question F of the questionnaire (ibid.); mention was also 
made of sedimentation and desalination. Regarding the 
interaction between use for navigation and other uses, it 
was stated that question G of the Commission's question
naire (ibid.) actually raised the problem of the priority to 
be accorded to 1:he various uses of water because navigation 
was only one use, and that since the question of the 
priority to be given to the various uses of watercourses 
came under another heading in the questionnaire, ques
tion G appeared to be superfluous. As to pollution, some 
representatives considered that its study should be given 
priority while others took the opposite view. In this 
connexion, it was stated that since pollution resulted from 
the misuse or abuse of water resources, emphasis should be 
placed primarily on harmonizing or regulating the social 
and economic uses of international watercourses. 

227. With respect to the nature of the rules to be 
formulated, several representatives approved the Com
mission's intention to focus initiaily on formulating general 
principles and to make them as widely acceptable as 
possible. The Commission's view that those principles 
should have a residual character was also supported by 
some representatives. However, it was said that the estab
lishment beforehand of limitations could hamper the results 
of the Commission's work. In this connexion, the view was 
expressed that while there were general basic rules which 
applied to all watercourses, each river system had its own 
characteristics and therefore cailed for a different set of 
residual rules covering specific problems; caution was 
therefore urged in choosing the type of rules to be adopted. 

228. Regarding the content of the rules to be formu
lated, agreement was expressed with the Commission's 
conclusion in paragraph 165 of its report that it would be 
necessary in elaborating legal rules for water use to explore 
such concepts as abuse of rights, good faith, neighbourly 
co-operation and humanitarian treatment. Emphasis was 
also placed on the rule that the utilization of international 
watercourses should always be subject to the principle of 
legal responsibility, which would constitute a sort of 
application of the old rule "sic utere tuo ut alienum non 
laedas". Other principles which were mentioned-aside 
from the principles of territorial sovereignty and sov
ereignty over natural resources referred to in paragraphs 
?)0 to ?/d ~hnvP in r>onna.v~ .. ., .... ,;f-h +h ................... ,._~1 -------1-
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equality of States and that of equitable apportionment of 
the waters of international rivers between riparian States. ln 
the course of the debate, reference was made to the 
question of the protection of existing traditional uses, 
divergent views were expressed in that respect. Attention 
was also drawn to the question of the peaceful settlement 
of disputes related to the uses of international watercourses 
and to the need to provide for effective legal machinery in 
this respect. 

F. Other decisions and conclusions of the 
International Law Commission 

1. THE QUESTION OF TREATIES CONCLUDED BE
TWEEN STATES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANI
ZATIONS OR BETWEEN TWO OR MORE INTER
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

229. Several representatives noted the fact that at its 
most recent session the Commission had been unable to 
discuss the fifth repoH of the Special Rapporteur on the 
question of treaties concluded between States and ~nter
national organizations or between two or more mter
national organizations.2 1 They welcomed the Commission's 
intention to resume consideration of that topic at the 
following session and to devote four weeks for the purpose. 
as this would enable it to make meaningful progress at that 
session in the elaboration of the corresponding draft 
articles. It was said that the importance of the question 
should not be underestimated: although it was very 
different from the problem of State responsibility, it could 
in the end prove to be as broad and as complex a question. 

230. A number of representatives pointed out that the 
topic was related to the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties and that the endeavours to codify and develop it 
would make it possible to supplement that Convention. It 
was, however, said that the Commission should be careful 
not to transform the existing link into an analogy. 
Agreements to which international organizations were 
parties differed in many respects from agreements between 
States, particularly with regard to the capacity to conclude 
treaties, the defects which might prevent a treaty from 
entering into force and the procedure to be followed in 
concluding a treaty. 

231. In the opinion of some representatives, the Com
mission should give priority to the topic in order to 
conclude in the near future its first reading of the draft 
articles with a view to completing the series of conventions 
dealing with treaty law. The agreement on such a priority 
was the quid pro quo for agreement on the scope of the 
Vienna Convention. The likelihood that a treaty on 
succession would soon be completed underlined the anom
aly that would result if work on the last part of the triptych 
was not expedited. For other representatives, however, 
Jespite its significance, the topic was not of absolute 
priority; rather than hastening its work unduly, the 
.,~,,.mnission should apply itself to consideration of the 
~·,-· ,,ing treaty practice of international organizations. 

(a) Topws mcludcd in the current programme 

232. !~epre~ent:.ttivcs generally agreed with the pro
gramme ol: work adopted by the Commission for its 
twemv-nmth session, namely, to continue the preparation 
of dr~ft articles on the highest priority topic of State 
responsibility and on the two high priority topics of 
succession of States in respect of matters other than treaties 
and treaties concluded between States and international 
organizations. It was said in this connexion that although 
State responsibility would present difficult problems, they 
might be less serious than those dealt with in 1976. Work 
on the succe~sion of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties would no doubt proceed rapidly. Work on the 
most-favoured-nation dause and on the law of the non
navigational uses of international watercourses would have 
to be suspended until comments from Governments had 
been received on the first topic and the new Special 
Rapporteurs to be appointed for both topics had taken up 
their duties. Lastly, the Commission would be able to 
devote a substantial amount of time to the question of 
treaties concluded between States and international organi
zations or between two or more international organizations, 
which the Commission had been right to set to one side 
during 197 6 since it could not have considered it satis
factorily owing to lack of time. Also, the hope was 
expressed that the Commission would appoint a Special 
Rapporteur to deal with the law relating to international 
liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts not 
prohibited by international law. 

233. Sor,le representatives noted the Commission's deci
sion to request the Special Rapporteur on the topic 
"relations between States and international organizations" 
to prepare a preliminary report to enable it to take the 
ne(essary decisions and to define its course of action on the 
second part of that topic, namely, the status, privileges and 
immunities of international organizations, their officials, 
experts and other persons engaged in their activities not 
being representatives of States. 

(b) Other topics 

234. The opmion was expressed that, as the principal 
organ of the United Nations concerned with the progressive 
development and codification of international law, the 
Comm1ssion should not be isolated from the different 
aspects of the emerging field of the law of international 
economic relatiOns which was of crucial importance and 
relevance to the world community as a whole, and to the 
developing countries in particular. The work of the Asian
African Legal Consultative Committee and the Inter
American Juridical Committee showed that the developing 
world was concentrating on the economic reorientation of 
the international legal order. Accordingly, the Commission 
should spend more time on such topics as would develop a 
new and a more responsive and representative international 
legal order. 

235. The hope was also expressed that the Commission 
would formulate rules governing the rights and conditions 
of work of migrant workers. It was said that the existence 

--·------ --·~"' ...,,...,.,._ <'r..nf1na.r1 tn 
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southern Africa and that it was time for the United Nations 
to prepare the basis of a convention on that subject. 

3. METHODS OF WORK 

236. It was considered that as the work of the Inter
national Law Commission was central to the process of 
codification and progressive development of international 
law, any reform of its methods of work which might 
undermine or downgrade the careful research upon which 
the Commission's proposals were based would not be 
welcomed. The Commission should continue to enjoy a 
high degree of autonomy in the conduct of its work. While 
the Sixth Committee should exercise restraint in issuing 
directives to the Commission, the views expressed in the 
Committee should be fully taken into account by the 
Commission in shaping its agenda. Also, the Commission 
should retain sufficient flexibility to be able to take up new 
questions to which the Assen.oly attached a certain degree 
of urgency. For its part, however, the Assembly should 
show restraint in assigning new topics to the Commission. 

237. The opinion was expressed that the Commission's 
report did not mention what more the Commission thought 
it ought to do but was unable to do or the reasons why that 
was so. Nor did it say what the Sixth Committee and the 
United Nations must do to further the Commission's 
efforts. It was perhaps time for the Commission to state 
whether its mandate and its method of work were adequate 
for its task. It should report on whether it was over
burdened, on whether requests for priority consideration of 
topics had become unrealistic and on the ways in which the 
codification and progressive development of international 
law could be accelerated. It might be appropriate to review 
the relative weight to be given to certain considerations 
which determined the Commission's method of work. It 
might be necessary to consider whether the high degree of 
care and caution that had characterized the Commission's 
approach and the need to seek a broad range of comments 
on its proposals had not obscured, and perhaps taken 
precedence over, the desirable and necessary objective of 
concluding the study of a given subject before events 
rendered the work of questionable value or its implementa
tion extremely difficult. In essence, the codification or 
formation of a norm of international law began with the 
proposals put forward by the Commission. Governments 
and the international community in general would then 
involve themselves in completing that process only if they 
saw and felt a sense of urgency and relevance in those 
proposals. 

238. The view was also expressed that the present 
structure and capabilities of the Commission seemed to 
prevent it from bearing the entire responsibility for the 
codification and progressive development of all aspects of 
international law. It was, therefore, suggested that if the 
Commission had to choose between emphasizing codifica
tion or progressive development, it should opt for the latter 
and that the Commission should select a smaller range of 
priority subjects. In this connexion some representatives 
expressed the hope that the Commission would try to 
organize itself in such a way as to concentrate on only one 
or two topics at a time so that it could complete its 
consideration of at least one topic within the term of office 

·---------·------
Assembly at the current session. If the work of the 
Commission on tht> various topics could be more narrowly 
dra-vn, greater progress would be made in their considera
tion, a more comprehensive presentation of the relevant 
draft'> to the General Assembly could be achieved and the 
members of the Commission would see their labours bear 
fruit during their tenure in office. 

239. Several representatives welcomed the establishment 
at the twenty-eighth session of the Commission of a 
Planning Group for improving the methods of work of the 
Commission and developing guidelines to assist it in 
completing its work on the active subjects. It was noted 
that the proposal to confer on the Group the status of a 
permanent organ of the Commission had not been adopted. 
Some representatives considered that, given the importance 
of planning, the Group should become a standing com
mittee of the Commission. For some, this position could be 
supported provided it did not modify the traditional 
relationship between the Commission and the General 
Assembly. The opinion was also expressed that it should be 
left to the Commission to decide whether the Group should 
become a permanent institution or not. The Commission 
had acted wisely in taking no decision concerning the 
desirability of establishing the Planning Group as a perma
nent committee, since that decision would have been 
imposed on the Commission's new members.- Furthermore, 
the ad hoc planning groups had done useful work during 
the past two sessions. The relationship between the 
Enlarged Bureau and a possible permanent planning group 
required further study. 

240. On the other hand, several representatives ex
pressed doubts regarding the wisdom of setting up a 
planning group as a standing committee of the Commission 
although one could be created whenever needed. Such a 
move would not speed up the Commission's work, nor 
make it more effective. The tasks of the planning group 
could be discharged by the Enlarged Bureau, which 
comprised present and past officers of the Commission and 
the Special Rapporteurs, and within which the presence of 
the representatives of all the legal systems in the world 
ensured deep and comprehensive consideration of planning 
matters. In their view, the proliferation of subsidiary bodies 
and the risk of overlapping in their work could only be 
detrimental to the Commission's efficiency. 

241. Reservations were expressed by some representa
tives concerning the proposal to establish a Review Com
mittee whose task would be to review in advance the 
various language texts of the draft articles for the purpose 
of achieving co-ordination and UJtiformity. It was said that 
the establishment of such an organ would tend to impose 
some limitations on the work of the Special Rapporteurs 
and would duplicate the work of the drafting committees. 
The Review Committee consequently would be an unneces
sary bureaucratic procedure which would tend to retard the 
work of the Commission rather than enhance it. 

242. A number of representatives referred to the length 
of the Commission's report on the work of its twenty
eighth session. The report was a voluminous document 
which deserved careful consideration by the Sixth Com 
mittee and by Governments as it gave a comprd1< mii\. 
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session. In this respect, the view was expressed that while 
the report had an undeniable scientific value, reflected the 
seriou~ work carried out by members of the Commission 
and was an important reference document, sight should not 
be lost of the fact that it was above all a document to be 
submitted ill the General Assembly and that its main 
function was to serve as a link between the Commission and 
the Assembly and, as such, it was being submitted for a 
specific purpose. It should enable members of the Sixth 
Committee to scrutinize the Commission's work from the 
point of view of their Governments and to give the 
Commission some idea of the likely reaction of Govern
ments to proposals in the report. That was a worth-while 
task which the Committee could only carry out if it was in 
a position to deal m a serious and detailed manner with 
substautive points. The Committee could bear in mind that 
Jl!ere general expressions of approval could, under certain 
circumstances, give rise to misunderstanding and that if its 
deliberatitms were too vague, the Commission might assume 
that certain proposals were receiving more support than was 
the case. While it was true that the discussions in the Sixth 
Committee should be more specific, it was important, in 
otder to gain time, that representatives should limit their 
remarks to the most controversial items and to those on 
which the Commission and its Special Rapporteurs needed 
to obtain, as early as possible, the opinions of Govern
ments. 

243. In the opmwn of some representatives, the Com
mission's report was too long. To limit its volume it was 
suggested that the Commission could restrict the length of 
some of its commentaries, particularly by not repeating 
academic commentary which appeared in special reports
published as an integral part of the Commission's Year
book -and by limiting itself to cross-referencing. Some 
representatives considered that in future reports of the 
Commission the historical introduction to each chapter 
might be shortened, thus enabling the reader more readily 
to concentrate on the new material deriving from the 
Commission's work at its current session. An exception 
might be made in the case of a complete set of draft articles 
adopted by the Commission on first reading. In addition, 
the report might be issued in separate parts as they were 
ready, as a means of ensuring an earlier distribution of the 
report to allow for a more thorough discussion. 

244. However, several representatives did not favour any 
changes in the format of the report, whose aim should be to 
provide the most complete account possible of discussions 
in the Commission. It was said that the length of the report 
on the work of the twenty-eighth session was not sur
pnsing, in view of the extent of the work accomplished by 
the Commission at that session, and that the detailed 
commentaries required little justification, particularly since 
the materials referred to were not readily available in many 
developing countries. No drastic changes of the format were 
,·alled for, as such changes might make it more difficult for 
'. r<JVernments and legal institutions to understand fully the 
.:r(ure of the work of the Commission. While for some 

, . t''·,·senTatives it might be possible to streamline some of 
1:1·' 1 ·io·t,mc<~l background material, care should be taken to 
..:usur .· l 1 1~1! sufficient background material was retained, so 
' ·' , >.' 1 

• ·., t1ons which might not have adequate research 
:he necessary staff in their countries could 
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history. As it was at present, the report facilitated a quicker 
grasp of the issues discussed than would, for example, a 
system of cross-references to earlier reports. 

245. With regard to the seat of the Commission, some 
representatives considered that the Commission's sessions 
should continue to be held at Geneva, for the reasons given 
by the Commission itself in paragraph 179 of its report. 

4. CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER BODIES 

246. Several representatives noted with satisfaction the 
Commission's continuing co-operation with regional bodies 
having responsibilities in the legal field. It had once again 
been represented by its Chairman at meetings of the 
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee and of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, and observers for the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee and the European 
Committee on Legal Co-operation had submitted reports on 
their recent activities. Such periodic contacts and exchanges 
of information were extremely useful and should be 
encouraged. 

5. GILBERTO AMADO MEMORIAL LECTURE 

24 7. Several representatives welcomed the success of the 
lectures established to honour the memory of the great 
Brazilian international jurist Gilberto Amado and expressed 
appreciation to the Government of Brazil for preserving 
that tradition. 

6. INTERNATIONAL LAW SEMINAR 

248. Many representatives referred to the seminar on 
international law whose 12th meeting, held during the 
twenty-eighth session of the Commission, had been at
tended by legal experts from 26 countries, most of them 
developing countries. They expressed support for such 
seminars, which were extremely useful not only for the 
participants and their countries, especially from developing 
countries, but also for the entire international community 
of legal experts. However, it was noted that the financial 
situation of the seminar was not entirely satisfactory. It had 
only been possible to organize the last seminar because of 
the voluntary contributions from some Governments, 
whose generosity was gratefully acknowledged. If the 
situation with regard to voluntary contributions did not 
improve, the question of the financing of the seminar 
would have to be reconsidered. It was considered that the 
only way of ensuring adequate representation of students 
from the developing countries was by financing a certain 
number of scholarships from the United Nations regular 
budget. 

7. HANDBOOK ON THE WORK OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION 

249. Several representatives supported the Commission's 
recommendation concerning the publication of a new 
revised edition of the handbook entitled The Work of th£ 
International Law Commission, which constituted a ver) 
v~ ln~ hlP wnrk inP' instrument. 
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Decision 

250. At its 60th meeting, on I December, the Com
mittee adopted by consensus draft resolution A/C.6/ 
31/L.9, as orally revised (see para. 251 below). 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

251. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Report of the International Law Commission 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the International Law 
Commission on the work of its twenty-eighth session 
(A/31/1 0), 

Emphasizing the need for the progressive development of 
international law and its codification in order to make it a 
more effective means of implementing the purposes and 
principles set forth in Articles I and 2 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and in the Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation among States,22 and to give increased impor
tance to its role in relations among States, 

Welcoming the fact that the International Law Com
mission completed the first reading of the draft articles on 
the most-favoured-nation clause, 

Noting with appreciation the work done by the Inter
national Law Commission on State responsibility, succes
sion of States in respect of matters other than treaties and 
the law of the non-navigational uses of international 
watercourses, 

Noting with satisfaction that the International Law 
Commission continued to pay special attention to the 
question of rationalizing further its organization and 
methods of work, 

I. Takes note of the report of the International Law 
Commission on the work of its twenty-eighth session; 

2. hxpresses its appreciation to the International Law 
Commission for the work accomplished at that session; 

3. Approves the programme of work planned by the 
International Law Commission for 1977; 

22 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex. 

4. Recommends that the International Law Commission 
should: 

(a) Complete at its thirtieth session, ll1 the' light uf 
comments received from Member States, from organs of the 
UniTed Nations which have competence on the subJe<t 
matter and from interested intergovernmental organiza
tions, the second reading of the draft articles on the 
most-favoured-nation clause adopted at its twenty-eighth 
session; 

(b) Continue on a high priority basis its work on State 
responsibility, taking into account relevant General As
sembly resolutions adopted at previous sessions, with a view 
to completing the preparation of a first set of draft articles 
on responsibility of States for internationally wrongful acts, 
if possible within the next term of office of the memba'i of 
the International Law Commission, and take up, at the 
earliest possible time, the separate topic of interudtional 
liability for injurious consequences arising out ,11 acts Jt,H 
prohibited by international law; 

(c) Proceed with the preparation, on a priority basis. uf 
draft articles on: 

(i) Succession of States in respect of matters other than 
treaties; 

{ii) Treaties concluded between States and interllation<Jl 
organizations or between international organiz J tion;,. 

(d) Continue its work on the law of the non-naVJgJtinnal 
uses of international watercourses; 

5. Urges Member States that have not yet dottl' so tu 
submit to the Secretary-General their written comments on 
the subject of the law of the non-navigational t!Ses ot 
international watercourses; 

6. Expresses confidence that the Internatwnal Law 
Commission will continue to keep the progress of it~ work 
under review and to adopt the methods of work bl.'st W1ted 
to the speedy completion of the tasks entrusted to it: 

7. Supports the request of the International Law (\Jill 

mission to the Secretary-General to prep<Jre and publhh a' 
soon as possible a new and revised edition of the handbook 
entitled The Work of the International La11· Commiss1J11; 

8. Expresses the wish that seminars continue to t!l' held 
in conjunction with sessions of the Internati r,n:d Law 
Commission and that an increasing number of participants 
from developing countries be given the opportunh· t(l 

attend these seminars; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General tu fun1-a1d to the 
International Law Commission for its attention the n:curds 
of the discussion on the report of thi' Comn:b~iu11 _, t th<' 
thirty-first session of the General Assembly. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31/370, 
para. 251). For the final text, see resolution 31/97.2 3 

23 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/292 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. The item entitled "Conference of plenipotentiaries on 
succession of States in respect of treaties: report of the 
Secretary-General" was included in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly pursuant 
to paragraph 4 of Assembly resolution 3496 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee had before it a report of the 
Secretary-General (A/31/144), which contained the written 
comments and observations submitted by Member States 
pursuant to paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 
3496 (XXX). 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 4th 
to 8th, 14th, 15th and 19th meetings, held from 29 
September to 1 October and on 12 and 18 October 1976. 

5. A draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.4) was submitted by 
Austria, Chad, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philip
pines, Senegal and Uganda, the text of which was the same 

[Original: English/ 
[29 October 1976] 

as the draft resolution in paragraph 10 below, with the 
following exceptions: 

(a) The third preambular paragraph read as follows: 

"Believing that the draft articles adopted by the 
International Law Commission at its twenty-sixth session 
represent a compromise on a broad spectrum of legal 
views and opinions on the question of succession of 
States in respect of treaties,"; 

(b) The word "differing" before "constitutional and 
social systems", which was contained in the sixth pre
ambular paragraph, was deleted; 

(c) A new operative paragraph 4 was inserted. 

6. At the 14th meeting, on 12 October, the represen
tative of Nigeria, on behalf of the sponsors, with the 
addition of Indonesia, introduced a revised version of the 
draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.4/Rev.l). (For the text, see 
para. 10 below.) 

7. The Sixth Committee had before it a note submitted 
by the Secretary-General (A/C.6/31/L.5) on the adminis-
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trative and fmancial implications of the draft resolution 
(A/C.6/31/L.4). Later the Committee had before it a note 
submitted by the Secretary-General (A/C.6/31/L.5/Rev.l) 
on the administrative and financial implications of the 
revised draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.4/Rev.l). In addition, 
at the 15th meeting the representative of the Budget 
Division answered a number of questions. The Committee 
also had before it a note by the Secretariat (A/C.6/31/L.2), 
prepared at the Committee's request, relating to the 
tentative dates of United Nations conferences and meetings 
dealing with legal questions currently scheduled to meet 
during the first half of 1977. 

8. At its 19th meeting, on 18 October, the Sixth 
Committee adopted by consensus draft resolution A/C.6/ 
3l/L.4/Rev.l. 

9. At the same meeting, statements in explanation of 
vote were made by the representatives of Afghanistan, 
Democratic Yemen, France, Israel, Nicaragua, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Arab Emirates and 
the United States of America. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

10. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

United Nations Conference on Succession of States in 
Respect of Treaties 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that, by its resolution 3496 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975, it decided to convene a conference of 
plenipotentiaries in 1977 to consider the draft articles on 
succession of States in respect of treaties, adopted by the 
International Law Commission at its twenty-sixth session, I 
and to embody the results of its work in an international 
convention and such other instruments as it might deem 
appropriate, 

Recalling further that, in section II of its resolution 
3315 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974, it expressed its 
appreciation to the International Law Commission for its 
valuable work on the question of succession of States in 
respect of treaties and to the Special Rapporteurs on the 
topic for their contribution to this work, 

Believing that the draft articles adopted by the Inter
national Law Commission at its twenty-sixth session repre
sent a good basis for the elaboration of an international 
convention and such other instruments as may be appro
priate on the question of succession of States in respect of 
treaties, 

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General2 
containing the comments and observations submitted by a 
number of Member States in accordance with General 
Assembly resolutions 3315 (XXIX) and 3496 (XXX), 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Ses
sion, Supplement No. 10, chap. II, sect. D. 

2 A/10198 and Add.l-6 and A/31/144. 

Mindful of Article 13, paragraph 1 a, of the Charter of 
the United Nations, which provides that the General 
Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations 
for the purpose of encouraging the progressive development 
of international law and its codification, 

Believing that the successful codification and progressive 
development of the rules of international law governing 
succession of States in respect of treaties would contribute 
to the development of friendly relations and co-operation 
among States, irrespective of their constitutional and social 
systems, and would assist in promoting and implementing 
the purposes and principles set forth in Articles 1 and 2 of 
the Charter, 

Noting that an invitation has been extended by the 
Government of Austria to hold the United Nations Con
ference on Succession of States in Respect of Treaties at 
Vienna, 

1. Decides that the United Nations Conference on 
Succession of States in Respect of Treaties, referred to in 
General Assembly resolution 3496 (XXX), will be held 
from 4 April to 6 May 1977 at Vienna; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to invite: 

(a) All States to participate in the Conference; 

(b) Representatives of organizations which have received 
a standing invitation from the General Assembly to 
participate in the sessions and the work of all international 
conferences convened under its auspices, in the capacity of 
observers, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

(c) Representatives of national liberation movements 
recognized in its area by the Organization of African Unity, 
in the capacity of observers, in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974; 

(d) The specialized agencies, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, as well as interested organs of the United 
Nations and interested regional intergovernmental organi
zations, to be represented at the Conference by observers; 

3. Refers to the Conference as the basic proposal for its 
consideration the draft articles on succession of States in 
respect of treaties adopted by the International Law 
Commission at its twenty-sixth session; 

4. Decides that the languages of the Conference shall be 
those used in the General Assembly and its Main Com
mittees; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
Conference all relevant documentation and recommen
dations relating to its methods of work and procedures and 
to arrange for the necessary staff, facilities and services 
which it will require, including the provision of summary 
records; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the 
presence at the Conference, as an expert, of the Inter
nationaJ Law Commission's latest Special Rapporteur on 
the topic of succession of States in respect of treaties. 
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Report of the Secretary-General Mimeographed 
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twenty-seventh (item 86), twenty-eighth (item 92), twenty-ninth (item 89) and thirtieth (item 110). 
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I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I976, 
the General Assembly decided to include in the agenda of 
its thirty-first session the item entitled "Report of the 

[Original: English] 
[ 10 December 1976] 

U1ited Nations Commission on International Trade Law on 
the work of its ninth session" and to allocate it to the Sixth 
Committee. 

2. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 32nd 
to 4I st meetings, from 29 October to II November I976, 
and at its 68th meeting, on 9 December. 

3. At the 32nd meeting, Mr. L. H. Khoo (Singapore), 
Chairman of the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law (UNCITRAL) at its ninth session, 
introduced the Commission's report on the work of that 
session (A/3I /I7).1 The Sixth Committee also had before it 
a note by the Secretary-General (A/C.6/3I/5 and Add.I) 
setting forth the comments on the Commission's report by 
the Trade and Development Board of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

4. At the 68th meeting, the Rapporteur of the Sixth 
Committee raised the question whether the Committee 
wished to include in its report to the General Assembly on 
the item a summary of the main trends that had emerged 
during the debate on the Commission's report. After 
referring to General Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII) of 
8 December I967, concerning publications and documen
tation of the United Nations, the Rapporteur informed the 
Committee of the financial implications of the question. At 
the same meeting, the Sixth Committee decided that, in 

1 The presentation of the report was made pursuant to a decision 
by the Sixth Committee at its 1096th meeting, on 13 December 
1968 (see Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third 
Sesswn, Annexes, agenda item 88, document A/7408, para. 3). 
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view of the nature of the subject-matter, the report on 
agenda item 108 should include a summary of the main 
trends of opinion that were expressed during the debate. 

Proposals 

5. At the same meeting, three draft resolutions were 
introduced on the item. Two of these (A/C.6/31/L.I3 and 
A/C .6/31 /L.14 and Corr.l) were introduced by the repre
sentative of the Philippines on behalf of the respective 
sponsoring delegations. The sponsors of draft resolution 
A/C .6/31 /L.13 were Australia, Austria, the Netherlands, 
Nigeria, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sweden, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
the United States of America, later joined by Finland, 
France, Greece, Indonesia, Italy, Japan and Kenya. The 
sponsors of draft resolution A/C .6/31 /L.14 and Corr.l were 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Nigeria, Paraguay, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia, later joined by 
Finland, Indonesia and Kenya. The third draft resolution 
(A/C.6/31/L.17/Rev.l) was introduced by the represen
tative of Sri Lanka on behalf of Australia, Austria, Guyana, 
Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago and Tunisia, 
later joined by Finland and Kenya. [For the text of the 
draft resolutions, see para. 49 below, draft resolutions I, II 
and III, respectively./ 

Debate 

6. The major trends of opinion expressed in the Sixth 
Committee on the report of UNCITRAL on the work of its 
ninth session are summarized in sections A to K below. 
Sections A and B deal with general observations on the role 
and functions of the Commission and on its working 
methods, while sections C to K are devoted to the 
Committee's discussion on the specific topics considered by 
the Commission at its ninth session, as follows: inter
national sale of goods (sect. C); international payments 
(sect. D); international legislation on shipping (sect. E); 
international commercial arbitration (sect. F); multi
national enterprises (sect. G); liability for damage caused by 
products intended for or involved in international trade 
(sect. H); training and assistance in the field of international 
trade law (sect. I); future work (sect. J); and other business 
(sect. K). 

A. General observations 

7. Representatives were unanimous in stressing the 
importance of the Commission's work. It was the general 
view that the unification, harmonization and progressive 
development of international trade law serve to promote 
not only the development of equitable commercial and 
economic relations between developing and developed 
countries and between countries with differing social and 
economic systems but also the orderly growth of inter
national trade. It was further observed by some represen
tatives that since international commercial relations them
selves played an important role in world peace and stability, 
any activity, such as UNCITRAL's work, which facilitated 
those relations could not but itself contribute to such peace 
and stability. 

8. Representatives were also unanimous in expressing 
their delegations' satisfaction with the progress made by the 
Commission and by its Working Groups in carrying out the 
Commission's work programme and commended especially 
the work done in producing the draft Convention on the 
Carriage of Goods by Sea and the UNCITRAL Arbitration 
Rules. 

9. Many representatives urged the Commission to take 
account in its future work of the special needs of 
developing countries and also of the General Assembly 
resolutions regarding the establishment of a new inter
national economic order. 

B. Working methods of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law 

I 0. All representatives who touched on the matter 
commented favourably on the working methods followed 
by the Commission. Representatives noted particularly with 
approval the procedure whereby the Commission circulated 
draft legal texts prepared by its working groups to 
Governments and to interested international organizations 
for comment before adopting a final (draft) text. It was the 
general view that that practice enabled the Commission to 
benefit from the broadest range of views in its preparation 
of texts. 

II. Also commended by representatives was the Com
mission's practice, through its secretariat, of consulting and 
collaborating with other United Nations bodies and with 
intergovernmental organizations and international and re
gional non-governmental organizations which were engaged 
in work on topics of interest to the Commission. Represen
tatives expressed the hope that the Commission would 
continue that very worthwhile practice. 

12. A number of representatives recalled favourably the 
fact that it was the practice of the Commission and its 
working groups to proceed by consensus and to vote only if 
no consensus could be reached. In commending that 
decision-making process, several representatives stressed 
that it ensured that the uniform rules derived from the 
Commission's work would be generally acceptable. 

C. International sale of goods 

13. Many representatives stressed the importance to 
international trade of the law governing international sales 
and consequently the value of the work undertaken by the 
Commission's Working Group on the International Sale of 
Goods in revising the 1964 Hague Uniform Law on the 
International Sale of Goods (ULIS). Representatives ex
pressed their satisfaction with the progress made in that 
regard, noting especially the fact that the Working Group 
had been able to complete work on a text of a draft 
convention which would be given final consideration by the 
Commission at its tenth session. 

14. With regard to the draft text itself, many represen
tatives, though reserving their delegations' final position 
pending detailed study of its provisions, offered their 
preliminary assessment that the draft represented an im
provement in many respects on the present ULIS. It was, 
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however, also observed by some representatives that there 
were still some unresolved questions with regard to certain 
provisions of the draft text, while other representatives 
expressed some reservations on certain other provisions as 
they now stood. The general expectation was voiced 
nevertheless that those problems would be resolved when 
the Commission considered the draft text at its tenth 
session. 

15. Many representatives welcomed the decision by the 
Commission to commence work on uniform rules on the 
formation and validity of contracts for the international 
sale of goods. Although a number of representatives 
expressed the view that ideally the rules on formation and 
validity along with the revised ULIS should form part of a 
single sales convention, most representatives who addressed 
the issue thought that such an approach might cause great 
delay in adopting a convention and accordingly favoured 
the approach under which the two matters were to be 
treated separately and at different conferences of plenipo
tentiaries. 

D. International payments 

16. Several representatives noted that once the uniform 
law on international bills of exchange and international 
promissory notes being prepared by the Working Group on 
International Negotiable Instruments became part of the 
law of international trade it would represent a major 
contribution to international commercial transactions. 

17. Some representatives expressed the hope that the 
Working Group would before long take up work on 
international cheques. Attention was also drawn to the 
need for the Working Group to maintain flexibility in its 
approach to the problems of international payments so as 
to take full account of continuing developments in that 
field, particularly those relating to electronic methods of 
data transmission and fund transfers. 

E. International legislation on shipping 

18. Representatives were unanimous in commending the 
work of the Commission and of its Working Group on 
International Legislation on Shipping in producing a draft 
Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea (A/31/17, 
para. 45) designed to replace the 1924 Brussels Convention 
on Bills of Lading and the 1968 Brussels Protocol thereto. 
All representatives who spoke favoured the convening at an 
early date of a conference of plenipotentiaries to conclude 
a new convention on the basis of the draft convention, 
though some emphasized that Governments ought to be 
given sufficient time first to study the text of the draft. 

19. While reserving for a later period their final position 
on the substance of the provisions embodied in the draft 
convention, many representatives none the less expressed 
their preliminary views on the matter. Most representatives 
saw the draft convention as a significant improvement on 
the regulatory regime established by the Brussels Con
vention and the Brussels Protocol. It was noted in particular 
that the new draft reflected more accurately technological 
developments in modern maritime transport and would 
create a more equitable balance between the interests of the 
carrier, on the one hand, and those of the cargo-owner, on 
the other. 

20. Other aspects of the new draft which received 
favourable notice by representatives were the provision on 
scope of application, which contemplated a convention of 
much wider scope than the Brussels Convention, the 
provisions relating to liability for delay, the limitation 
(prescription) provision and the provisions on jurisdiction 
(article 21 ), which permitted the bringing of action in one 
of a number of alternative jurisdictions. 

21. Several representatives expressed reservations with 
regard to the provision on liability for loss caused by fire 
(article 5, paragraph 4). It was the view of those represen
tatives that the burden in such a case to prove the carrier's 
fault or neglect should not be on the claimant, as that 
would be far too difficult, and often impossible; rather, as 
was the case with loss from other causes, it should be for 
the carrier to show that he had not been at fault or 
otherwise negligent. A number of representatives pointed 
out, however, that article 5 as a whole had been the subject 
of long and arduous debate within the Commission and its 
Working Group and that the present draft should, there
fore, be seen as a necessary compromise between the 
interests otherwise at conflict with respect to the matter 
therein regulated. The fear was further expressed that some 
of the changes proposed might have an adverse effect on 
freight and other costs. 

22. Some representatives pointed out the problems of 
State sovereignty raised by State-owned commercial vessels 
in the context especially of the acquisition of jurisdiction 
over such vessels by a foreign court through legal arrest, as 
contemplated in article 21, paragraph 2(a) of the draft 
Convention. A number of representatives also expressed 
their delegations' preferences with regard to the contents of 
article 6 (limitation of carrier's liability) and of the Final 
Clauses. The prevailing sentiment among 1epresentatives, 
however, was that those quest10ns were best left for 
resolution at the conference of plenipotentiaries. 

23. In welcoming the work done so far on shipping 
legislation, representatives of developing countries noted 
that most of the carrying capacity in maritime transport 
was controlled by developed countries and that it was 
therefore desirable to ensure that the economic interests of 
developing countries would be duly taken into account in 
any convention on the carriage of goods by sea. Accord
ingly, those representatives stressed the need to look 
beyond the legal aspects of the carriage of goods by sea to 
its economic and shipping trade aspects. 

24. Several representatives commented ,m the valuable 
contribution made by UNCTAD to the work on 
shipping legislation and expressed the hope that the 
collaboration which existed between the Commission's 
secretariat and the secretariat of UNCTAD would extend to 
secretariat services at the Conference of Plenipotentiaries. 

F. !ntemational commercial arbitration 

25. Stressing the crucial role played by arbitration m the 
settlement of disputes arising m international commerce, 
representatives generally welcomed the issuance of the 
UNCITRAL Arbitrat;.nl Rule;, IA/31/]7, para. 57). The 
Rules, it was stated, would not only facilitate ad hoc 
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commercial arbitration for parties who choose them, but 
would by the mere fact of existence as UNCITRAL rules 
encourage resort to arbitral proceedings in the resolution of 
commercial disputes. 

26. Representatives uniformly associated themselves 
with the Commission's decision to invite the General 
Assembly to recommend the use of the UNCITRAL 
Arbitration Rules in the settlement of disputes arising in 
the context of international commercial relations, particu
larly by reference to the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules in 
an arbitration clause in commercial contracts. 

27. Commenting on the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules 
themselves, many representatives expressed satisfaction 
with their optional character. It was noted with approval 
that the Rules had been produced by the Commission, not 
in the usual form of a draft convention, but in the much 
simpler and less costly form of model rules for parties, 
requiring no international convention or national legislative 
enactment. It was suggested that that was a method which 
the Commission might possibly wish to employ with 
respect to its future projects, whenever appropriate. 

28. The view was expressed that it might have been 
advisable for the Commission to have consulted Govern
ments before final formulation of the UNCITRAL Arbitra
tion Rules inasmuch as Governments themselves often were 
parties to commercial arbitration. It was pointed out, 
however, that the Rules, though intended merely for 
optional use by parties, had been formulated only after 
extensive consultations with the regional commissions and 
with centres of international commercial arbitration. It was 
also observed that the Rules had been considered at the 
seventeenth session of the Asian-African Legal Consultative 
Committee, held at Kuala Lumpur from 30 June to 5 July 
1976, at which the decision was taken to recommend the 
use of the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules in the settlement 
of disputes arising in the context of international com
mercial relations.2 

29. It was recalled that the Asian-African Legal Consul
tative Committee had noted the absence of major centres of 
arbitration in developing countries and the hope was 
expressed that Governments and commercial interests 
would assist in the establishment of regional centres of 
arbitration in developing countries. 

30. A number of representatives, noting that the 
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules were intended for use in ad 
hoc arbitration only, expressed the hope that even arbitral 
institutions might find them useful. 

G. Multinational enterprises 

31. Many representatives, drawing attention to the 
impact of the activities of multinational enterprises on the 
economy of their host countries, particularly developing 
countries, stressed the need for international regulation of 
such activities. It was noted that the Commission could 
play an important role in that connexion. 

32. Most representatives who spoke on the subject 
recalled favourably the Commission's decision taken at its 

2 See AJCf':/..9/127, annex. 

eighth session3 to maintain the subject of multinational 
enterprises on its agenda. Some representatives suggested 
that the Commission should take the initiative in embarking 
on work on the subject. Others, however, pointed out the 
difficulties which could be created by such a step inasmuch 
as the Commission on Transnational Corporations had been 
created specifically to deal with those matters. 

33. Some representatives noted that the Commission 
had already communicated to the Commission on Trans
national Corporations its readiness to consider any issues of 
a legal nature that the latter might wish to refer to it, and 
urged collaboration between the two Commissions. 

H. Liability for damage caused by products intended 
for or involved in international trade 

34. Several representatives commented favourably on 
the Commission's decision4 to explore the desirability and 
feasibility of elaborating uniform rules on the subject 
applicable on a global level. It was noted in that connexion 
that the Commission expected to have before it at its tenth 
session a report of the Secretary-General which should aid 
it in its decision as to a future course of action. 

35. Several representatives drew attention to a number 
of regional unification schemes already in progress in parts 
of the world and stressed the urgency of action on a global 
level which, according to some, was the preferred solution. 

I. Training and assistance in the field 
of international trade law 

36. The Committee was unanimous in stressing the great 
importance of that aspect of the Commission's work. It was 
observed that the Commission's training and assistance 
programme was not only a good way of publicizing its work 
and generating world-wide interest in the field of inter
national trade law, but also had the important objective of 
helping to create expertise in the field globally. For that 
reason, it was further observed, the Commission's training 
and assistance activities were an essential complement to its 
work of elaborating uniform rules inasmuch as such rules 
could only be effectively implemented world-wide if there 
were available in each State persons who were familiar with 
the rules. 

37. Many representatives commented favourably on 
specific aspects of the Commission's training and assistance 
programme during the past year. Appreciation was ex
pressed, especially by representatives of developing coun
tries, to Governments which had contributed materially 
towards that programme. 

38. A number of representatives noted with appreciation 
the arrangement whereby the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNIT AR) had agreed to include, 
whenever feasible, the subject of international trade law in 
the curriculum of its regional seminars in international law. 
It was urged in that connexion that that UNIT AR 
programme be extended to all parts of the world. 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, 
Supplement No. 17, para. 94. 

4/bid, para. 103. 
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39. Unanimous support was expressed for the projected 
Second UNCITRAL Symposium on International Trade 
Law scheduled to take place in 1977 in connexion with the 
tenth session of the Commission. Noting that lack of 
sufficient funds was threatening cancellation of the sym
posium, many representatives thanked those Governments 
which had already made or pledged voluntary contributions 
towards sponsoring candidates from developing countries 
and urged other Governments in a position to do so to give 
financial support to the cause. 

40. The suggestion was made that consideration should 
be given to financing the Commission's training and 
assistance programme, of such importance to developing 
countries, out of the regular budget of the United Nations 
rather than to continue relying on voluntary contributions 
whose availability could not be assured. 

41. The representative of Belgium, discussing the Com
mission's programme of training and assistance in the field 
of international trade law, announced that his Government 
planned to renew for 1977 its two fellowships in inter
national trade law tenable at an institution of higher 
learning in that country. 

J. Future work 

42. Most representatives, noting with satisfaction the 
fact that the Commission had completed or soon would 
complete work on the items on its priority list of projects 
and was in the process of reviewing its long-term pro
grammes, stressed the importance of such long-term plan
ning. 

43. Representatives also commended the Commission's 
efforts to solicit suggestions from Governments and in
terested international organizations with regard to its 
long-term work programme and urged Governments to 
come forward with their views. 

44. A number of suggestions were made by represen
tatives as to items for possible inclusion in the Commis
sion's work programme. Among them were measures to 
implement the principles of the new international economic 
order in the field of international trade law and measures 
designed to give greater protection to the interests of 
developing countries in international trade; the problems, 
when States or State organs engaged in commercial activi
ties, of distinguishing between the State as a trading entity 
and the State as a sovereign entity; legal aspects of 
multimodal transportation; and contracts for various forms 
of economic relations other than sales contracts. 

45. There was general satisfaction with the agenda and 
arrangements for the tenth session of the Commission. 
Representatives noted with appreciation that the tenth 
session of the Commission would be held in Vienna, at the 
invitation of the Government of Austria, and thanked that 
Government for its hospitality. 

K. Other business 

46. Representatives who spoke unanimously endorsed 
the recommendation of the Commission, contained in 
paragraph 74 of its report, that States Members of the 

United Nations, but not members of the Commission, be 
allowed, where they so request, to attend meetings of the 
Commission and its working groups as observers. 

47. Representatives also expressed support for the 
recommendation of the Commission, contained in para
graph 76 of its report, regarding the commencement and 
expiration of the term of office of members of the 
Commission. 

Decision 

48. At the same meeting, the Sixth Committee adopted 
by consensus draft resolutions A/C.6/31/L.l3, A/C.6/31/ 
L.14and Corr.l and A/C.6/31/L.l7/Rev.l. 

Recommendations of the Sixth Committee 

49. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law 

The General Assemb(v, 

Recognizing the value of arbitration as a method of 
settling disputes arising in the context of international 
commercial relations, 

Convinced that the establishment of rules for ad hoc 
arbitration that are acceptable in countries with different 
legal, social and economic systems would significantly 
contribute to the development of harmonious international 
economic relations, 

Bearing in mind that the Arbitration Rules of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law have been 
prepared after extensive consultation with arbitral insti
tutions and centres of international commercial arbitration, 

Noting that the Arbitration Rules were adopted by the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law at 
its ninth session (A/31 /17, para. 57) after due deliberation, 

l. Recommends the use of the Arbitration Rules of the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law in 
the settlement of disputes arising in the context of 
international commercial relations, particularly by re
ference to the Arbitration Rules in commercial contracts; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the 
widest possible distribution of the Arbitration Rules. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II 

Report of the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its 
ninth session (A/31 /17), 
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Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of I 7 December 
1966, by which it established the United Nations Com
mission on International Trade Law and defined the object 
and terms of reference of the Commission, and its 
resolution 3 I 08 (XXVJII) of I 2 December 1973, by which 
it increased the membership of the Commission, as well as 
its previous resolutions concerning the reports of the 
Commission on the work of its annual sessions, 

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of 1 May 1974, 328 I (XXIX) of I 2 December 1974 and 
3362 (S-VII) of I 6 September I 975, 

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive harmoniza
tion and unification of international trade law, in reducing 
or removing legal obstacles to the flow of international 
trade, especially those affecting the developing countries, 
would significantly contribute to universal economic co
operation among all States on a basis of equality and to the 
elimination of discrimination in international trade and, 
thereby, to the well-being of all peoples, 

Having regard for the need to take into account the 
different social and legal systems in harmonizing the rules 
of international trade law, 

Noting with appreciation that the United Nations Com
mission on International Trade Law has completed, or soon 
will complete, work on many of the priority items included 
in its programme of work, 

Noting further that, under resolutions 2205 (XXI) and 
3108 (XXVIII), a State elected as a member of the United 
Nations Comm1ssion on International Trade Law takes 
office on 1 January of the year following its election, and 
that its term of office expires on 31 December of the last 
year of the period for which it was eleded, 

Bearing in mind that much of the substantive work of the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law is 
carried out in its working groups wh1ch usually meet during 
the months of January anJ February prior to the regular 
annual session of the Commission, and that inconvenience 
is caused to the work of the Commission because vacancies 
occmring in the membership of working groups as at 31 
December cannot be tilled till the next regular annual 
session of the Commission, 

TaAing into ac·mw11 the fact that Governments of 
Member States which are not members of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law have on 
occasion expressed the wish to attend sessions of the 
Commission and of its Working Groups as observers and the 
opinion of th·: Comn>ission expressed in paragraph 74 of its 
report on the work of its ninth sessiun that it is in the 
interest of the Commis>ion '~ wnrk that such States, not 
members llf the Commission, be g1ven the opportunity to 
participate in its work as observns, 

Bearing in mi11d that the Trade and Development Board 
of the United N~tiom, Conferrnce ort Trade and Develop
ment, at its sixteenth session , took note With appreciation 
of the rrpori d the United Nattons Commission on 
International Trade Law,' 

1, Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on 
the work of its ninth session; 

2. Commends the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law for the progress made in its work and 
for its efforts to enhance the efficiency of its working 
methods; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the completion of the draft 
Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea (A/31 /17, 
para. 45), and the adoption by the Commission of the 
Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law; 

4. Further notes with satisfaction that a draft con
vention on the international sale of goods has been 
prepared by a working group of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law and that this draft 
convention has been transmitted to Governments and 
interested international organizations for their comments; 

5. Welcomes the decision of the United Nations Com
mission on International Trade Law to hold a second 
international symposium on international trade law in 
connexion with its tenth session in 1977 and, in view of the 
fact that the symposium is financed by voluntary contribu
tions, appeals to Governments to contribute to the costs of 
the symposium; 

6. Recommends that the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law should: 

(a) Continue its work on the topics included in its 
programme of work; 

(b) Continue its work on training and assistance in the 
field of international trade law, taking into account the 
special interests of the developing countries; 

(c) Maintain close collaboration with the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development and continue to 
collaborate with international organizations active in the 
field of international trade law; 

(d) Maintain liaison with the Commission on Trans
national Corporations with rega1d to the consideration of 
legal problems that would be susceptible of action by it; 

(e) Continue to give special consideration to the interests 
of developing countries and to bear in mind the special 
problems of land-locked countries; 

(f) Keep its programme of work and working methods 
under review with the aim of further increasing the 
effectiveness of its work; 

7. Calls upon the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law to continue to take a..:count of the 
relevant provisions of the resolutions of the sixth and 
seventh special sessions of the General Assembly that laid 
down the foundations of the new international economic 
order, bearing in rnind the need for United Nations organs 
to participate in the implementation of those resolutions ; 
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8. Invites the Commission on Transnational Corpo
rations, if it identifies specific legal issues in its programme 
of work that would be susceptible of action by the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law, to refer 
such issues to that Commission for its consideration; 

9. Welcomes the decision of the United Nations Com
mission on International Trade Law to review, in the near 
future, its long-term programme and, in this connexion, 
requests the Secretary-General to invite Governments to 
submit their views and suggestions on such a programme; 

10. Decides that: 

(a) The term of office of those members of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law whose 
term would expire on 31 December 1976 is extended until 
the last day prior to the beginning of the regular annual 
session of the Commission in 1977 and the term of office 
of those members of the Commission whose term would 
expire on 31 December 1979 is extended until the last day 
prior to the beginning of the regular annual session of the 
Commission in 1980; 

(b) Commencing with the elections to membership of the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law at 
the thirty-first session of the General Assembly, all States 
elected to membership shall take office at the beginning of 
the first day of the regular annual session of the Com
mission immediately following their election and their 
terms of office shall expire on the last day prior to the 
opening of the seventh regular annual session of the 
Commission following their election; 

(c) Governments of Member States that are not members 
of the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law are entitled, when they so request, to attend the 
sessions of the Commission and its Working Groups as 
observers; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
the records of the discussions at the thirty-first session of 
the General Assembly on the report of the Commission on 
the work of its ninth session. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION III 

United Nations Conference on the Carriage 
of Goods by Sea 

T7ze General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 
1966, by which it established the United Nations Com
mission on International Trade Law and defined the object 
and terms of reference of the Commission, 

Having considered chapter IV of the report of the United 
Nations Commission on International Trade Law on its 
ninth session (A/31/17) which contains draft articles for a 
convention on the carriage of goods by sea, 

Noting that the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law considered and adopted the draft 

articles taking note of observations and comments sub
mitted by Governments, by the Working Group on Inter
national Shipping Legislation of the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development and by international 
organizations, 

Taking note with appreciation of the comments of the 
Trade and Development Board of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development that the revision of 
the law on carriage of goods by sea involves consideration, 
not only of legal but also of economic and shipping trade 
aspects, and that these aspects be given due consideration at 
an international conference of plenipotentiaries (TD/B/ 
C.4/153, annex I), 

Convinced that international trade is an important factor 
in the promotion of friendly relations among States and 
that the adoption of a convention on the carriage of goods 
by sea which would take into account the legitimate 
interests of all States, particularly those of the developing 
countries, which would remove such uncertainties and 
ambiguities as exist in the rules and practices relating to 
bills of lading and which would establish a balanced 
allocation of risks between the cargo owner and the carrier, 
would contribute to the harmonious development of 
international trade, 

1. Expresses its apprecwtwn to the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law for the valuable 
work done in having prepared draft articles for a con
vention on the carriage of goods by sea; 

2. Decides that an international conference of pleni
potentiaries shall be convened in 1978 in New York, or at 
any other suitable place for which the Secretary-General 
may receive an invitation, to consider the question of the 
carriage of goods by sea and to embody the results of its 
work in an international convention and such other 
instruments as it may deem appropriate; 

3. Refers to the conference the draft articles for a 
convention on the carriage of goods by sea approved by the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law, 
together with draft provisions concerning implementation, 
reservations and other final clauses to be prepared by the 
Secretary-General; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To circulate the draft Convention on the Carriage of 
Goods by Sea (A/31/17, para. 45) together with draft 
provisions concerning implementation, reservations and 
other final clauses to be prepared by the Secretary-General, 
to Governments and interested international organizations 
for comments and proposals; 

{b) To convene the United Nations Conference on the 
Carriage of Goods by Sea for an appropriate period in 1978 
at any of the places mentioned in paragraph 2 above; 

(c) To arrange for the preparation of summary records of 
the proceedings of the plenary meetings of the Conference 
and of meetings of committees of the whole which the 
Conference may wish to establish; 
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(d) To invite all States to participate in the United 
Nations Conference on the Carriage of Goods by Sea; 

(e) To invite representatives of organizations which have 
received a standing invitation from the General Assembly to 
participate in the sessions and the work of all international 
conferences convened under its auspices, in the capacity of 
observers, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

{f) To invite representatives of national liberation move
ments recognized in its area by the Organization of African 
Unity, in the capacity of observers, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 
1974; 

(g) To invite the specialized agencies, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency as well as interested organs of the 
United Nations and interested regional intergovernmental 
organizations to be represented at the Conference by 
observers; 

(h) To draw the attention of the States and other 
participants referred to in subparagraphs (d) to (g) above to 
the desirability of appointing as their representatives 
persons specially competent in the field to be considered; 

(i) To place before the Conference: 

(i) All comments and proposals received from Govern
ments; 

(ii) Working and background papers which may be 
received from the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law, the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development and other in
terested international organizations, taking into con
sideration the legal, economic and shipping trade 
aspects of the draft Convention; 

(iii) Draft provisions concerning implementation, reser
vations and other final clauses and all relevant 
documentation and recommendations relating to 
methods of work and procedure; 

(j) To ensure that all relevant documentation for the 
Conference will be distributed to all participants in the 
Conference at the earliest possible date; 

(k) To arrange for adequate staff and facilities required 
for the Conference, bearing in mind the fact that the legal, 
economic and shipping trade aspects of the carriage of 
goods by sea should receive due consideration at the 
Conference. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/17 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolutions submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31/390, 
para. 49). For the final text, see resolutions 31/98 to 31/100.6 

6 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/418* 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "Report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country" was included in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly pursuant to its resolution 3498 (XXX) of 15 
December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Asser11bly decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Com1.1ittee considered the item at its 62nd 
and 65th to 70th meetings, held from 3 to 10 December 
1976. 

4. At the 62nd meeting, on 3 December, the Rapporteur 
of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country 
introduced its report (A/31/26). The Sixth Committee also 
had before it a letter dated 21 October from the Permanent 
Representative of the United States of America to the 
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/C .6/ 
31/6). 

* Incorpmatmg do,·nment A/31 /418/Corr.l 

[Original: English] 
[ 13 December 1976/ 

Consideration of draft resolutions 

5. From the 65th to the 70th meetings, held from 7 to 
1 0 December, the Sixth Committee considered four draft 
resolutions (A/C.6/31/L.20, A/C.6/31/L.21, A/C.6/31/L.23 
and A/C .6/31 /L.24) in connexion with the item. 

6. Draft resolution A/C.6/31 /L.20, sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, later joined by Bul
garia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Mongolia, read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country (A/31 /26). 

"Drawing attention to its resolutions 2747 (XXV) of 17 
December 1970, 2819 (XXVI) of 15 December 1971, 
3033 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 3107 (XXVIII) of 
12 December 1973, 3320 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 
and 3498 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in which it urged 
the Government of the host country to make certain that 
the measures taken to ensure the protection and security 
of permanent missions to the United Nations and their 

Annexes (XXXI) 1 0<1 
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personnel were adequate to enable those missions to 
perform properly the functions entrusted to them by 
their Governments, 

"Recalling the responsibilities of the Government of the 
host country with respect to the United Nations and the 
missions accredited to it, their personnel and their 
correspondence under the Agreement between the United 
Nations and the United States of America regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations,' the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations,2 the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of l96P 
and general international law, 

"Noting with deep concern the dangerous acts of 
terrorism and other criminal acts which have been 
committed against missions and their personnel, including 
in a number of cases the use of bombs and firearms, 
which constituted a threat to the lives of mission 
personnel and caused damage to the premises of missions 
and the living quarters of their personnel, 

"Further noting with concern that hostile demonstra
tions and picketing near mission buildings, accompanied 
by violence, threats and insults directed against the 
personnel of missions, are still taking place, 

"Expressing its deep sympathy with the missions and 
their personnel that have become the victims of such acts, 

"Considering that the problems related to the privileges 
and immunities of the United Nations and to the status of 
the missions accredited to it are of mutual concern to 
Member States, including the host country, as well as to 
the Secretary-General, 

"Taking note of the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country, 

"I. Strongly condemns terrorist and other acts of 
violence against missions and their personnel as funda
mentally incompatible with the status of such missions 
and personnel under international law, and in particular 
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
1961; 

"2. Expresses its deep concern at criminal activities 
against missions and their personnel and property by 
Zionist and other elements, including demonstrations and 
picketing which are accompanied by violence, threats and 
insults against personnel of those missions and which 
cause damage to the property of missions and their 
personnel; 

"3. Urges the host country without delay to take all 
necessary measures and ensure their effective implemen
tation for the purpose of guaranteeing adequate security 
for missions and their personnel and creating normal 
conditions for the functioning of missions to the United 
Nations; 

1 t]eneral Assembly resolution 169 (II). 
2 General Assembly resolution 22 A (1). 

3 Umted Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 500, no. 7310, p. 95. 

"4. Notes with regret that persons who have com
mitted terrorist and other criminal acts against missions 
and their personnel still remain unpunished and urges the 
host country to take all necessary measures to apprehend, 
prosecute and punish those guilty of criminal acts against 
missions and their personnel, as provided for in the 
federal Act for the Protection of Foreign Officials and 
Official Guests of the United States;4 

"5. Urges the host country to take effective measures 
prohibiting the unlawful activities of organizations and 
groups which prepare, instigate, encourage or participate 
in terrorist or other acts of violence against missions and 
their personnel; 

"6. Urges the host country, the United Nations Secre
tariat, the diplomatic commuruty and the organizations 
concerned to seek in every way the improvement of 
relations and the promotion of mutual understanding 
between the diplomatic community and the local popula
tion in order to ensure conditions conducive to the 
effective functioning of the United Nations and the 
missions accredited to it; 

"7. Decides to continue the work of the Committee 
on Relations with the Host Country, in conformity with 
General Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI), with the 
purpose of examining all matters falling within its terms 
of reference, and requests the Secretary-General to give it 
all necessary assistance; 

"8. Requests the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country to submit to the General Assembly, at its 
thirty-second session, a report on the progress of its work 
and to make, if it deems it necessary, appropriate 
recommendations; 

"9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thuty-second session the item entitled 'Report of the 
Committee on Relations with the Host Country'." 

7. Draft resolution A/C.6/31/L.21, sponsored by Argen
tina, Belgium, Denmark, Germany. Federal Republic of. 
Honduras, Ireland, Italy , Liberia, the Netherlands, and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
later JOined by Botswana. Grenada, the Niger, Uruguay and 
Zaire, read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Hm•mg considered the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country (A/31/26), 

"Drawi11g attention to its resolutions 2747 (XXV) of I 7 
December 1970, 2819 (XXVI) of 15 December 1971, 
3033 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972,3107 (XXVIII) of 
12 December 1973, 3320 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 
and 3498 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 

"Recalling the responsibilities of the Government of the 
host country with respect to the United Nations and the 
missions accredited to it, their personnel and their 
correspondence under the Agreement between the United 

4 United States Public Lav. 92-539 (sec A/8871/Rcv.l ). 
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Nations and the United States of America regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations,1 the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations2 and 
general international law, 

"Noting with deep concern a number of serious acts of 
violence and other criminal acts committed against several 
missions to the United Nations, their personnel and 
property, including demonstrations and picketing accom
panied by violence, threats, malicious harassment, attacks 
and insults against personnel of those missions, 

"Considering that the problems related to the privileges 
and immunities of the United Nations and to the status of 
the missions accredited to it are of mutual concern to 
Member States, including the host country, as well as to 
the Secretary-General, 

"Recalling the duty of miSSions accredited to the 
United Nations and their personnel to respect the laws 
and regulations of the host country, without prejudice to 
their privileges and immunities under interna tiona! law, 

"Noting the difficulties which diplomats continue to 
have in parking their vehicles, 

"Noting reports of difficulties concerning financial 
responsibilities relating to certain missions and certain 
personnel attached to the missions, 

"Noting the recommendations of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country contained in paragraph 
65 of its report, 

"1. Notes with satisfaction the assurances given by the 
competent authorities of the host country concerning the 
security of the missions accredited to the United Nations 
and the safety of their personnel; 

"2. Recognizes the usefulness of the various measures 
taken by the host country to provide for the security of 
the missions and the safety of their personnel; 

"3. Expresses its deep concern over the acts of 
violence and other criminal acts which have nevertheless 
been committed against several missions, their personnel 
and property; 

"4. Expresses its deep sympathy to the missions and 
their personnel that have been the victims of such acts; 

"5. Strongly condemns any acts of violence and other 
criminal acts against the premises of missions and their 
personnel as totally incompatible with the status of 
missions and their personnel under the norms of inter
national law, especially those of the Vienna Convention 
on D1plomatJc Relations of 1961 ;3 

"6. Urges the host country to take all necessary 
measures m order to prevent any acts violating the 
security of missions and the safety of their personnel and 
the inviolability of their property, and in order to ensure 
normal conditions for the existence and functioning of all 
missions; 

"7. Welcomes the fact that the authorities of the host 
country have apprehended and prosecuted various indi
viduals for having committed certain criminal acts against 
several missions, their personnel and property; 

"8. Urges the host country to continue its efforts to 
apprehend, bring to justice and punish all those respon
sible for committing criminal acts against missions; 

"9. Calls upon the missions to co-operate as fully as 
possible with the federal and local authorities of the host 
country in cases affecting the security of the missions and 
their personnel; 

"I 0. Emphasizes that, without prejudice to their 
privileges and immunities under international law, it is the 
duty of all members of the diplomatic community 
enjoying such privileges and immunities to respect the 
laws and regulations of the host country; 

"II. Requests the host country to consider increasing 
the number of spaces set aside for diplomatic parking on 
the streets of New York, to take measures to ensure that 
diplomatic parking spaces are not occupied by unauthor
ized vehicles, and to consider terminating the practice of 
issuing summonses to diplomats with regard to the 
parking of their vehicles; and reiterates its request to all 
missions to endeavour to obtain off-street parking for 
diplomatic vehicles assigned to the missions; 

"12. Suggests that the Secretariat of the United 
Nations and all others concerned work together to solve 
outstanding problems involving financial responsibilities 
of certain missions and individual persons attached to 
those missions; 

"13. Expresses the hope that efforts will be continued 
and intensified with a view to implementing an informa
tion programme in order to acquamt the population of 
the City of New York and its boroughs with the privileges 
and immunities of the personnel of the missions ac
credited to the United Nations and With the importance 
of the international functions performed by them; 

"14. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the 
host country, the New York City community and the 
New York City Commission for the United Nations and 
for the Consular Corps to accommodate the needs, 
interests and requirements of the diplomatic community 
and to provide hospitality and promott: mutual under
standing; 

"15. Decides to continue the work of the Committee 
on Relations with the Host Country in 1977, in conform
ity with General Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI), with 
the purpose of examining all mattrrs falling within its 
terms of reference; 

''16. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all 
necessary assistance to the Committee on Relations with 
the Host Country and to call its attentiOn to issues of 
mutual concern relating to the implementation of the 
Agreement between the United Nations <md the United 
States of America regarding the Headquarters of the 
United Nations and the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations; 
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"1 7. Requests the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country to submit to the General Assembly, at its 
thirty-second session, a report on the progress of its work 
and to make, if it deems it necessary, appropriate 
recon1mendations; 

"18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled 'Report of the 
Comnuttee on Relations with the Host Country'." 

8. Draft resolution A/C .6/31 /L.23, sponsored by Aus
tralia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican 
Republic and Spain, read as follows: 

"77ze General Assembly, 

"Ha1•ing considered the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country (A/31/26), 

"Drawing attention to its resolutions 274 7 (XXV) of 17 
December 1970, 2819 (XXVI) of 15 December 1971, 
3033 (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 3107 (XXVIII) of 
12 December 1973, 3320 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 
and 3498 (XXX) of I 5 December 1975, in which it urged 
the Government of the host Country to make certain that 
the measures taken to ensure the protection and security 
of permanent missions to the United Nations and their 
personnel were adequate to enable those missions to 
perform properly the functions entrusted to them by 
then Governments, 

"Recalling the responsibilities of the Government of the 
host country with respect to the United Nations and the 
missions accredited to it, their personnel and their 
correspondence under the Agreement between the United 
Nat10ns and the United States of America regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations,I the Convention on 
the Pnvileges and Immunities of the United Nations2 and 
general international law, 

"Noting with deep concern the illegal acts of individuals 
or grllups agamst the inviOlability of various missions 
accredited to the United Nations involving the com
mission and the repetition of violent and other criminal 
acts, includmg m some cases the use of bombs or 
firearms, against their premises and the residences of their 
personnel and also the assaults, the uttering of threats and 
m-,ults .1pnmt such personnel, and picketing accompanied 
l•y ',llJ]encc, 

"Eypressing it.1 deep svmpatr.y with the missions and 
then pcr,n;llll'l that have become the vidims of such acts, 

"'(clllSJJermg that the problems related to the privileges 
and l < ltl1cllllltlc'~ ol the Llnited Nutions and to the status of 
the 'J•i''>'OIIS accred.ted to It are of mutual concern to 
.r-.L, · tt>er State-;, including the host country, as well as to 
the Sec 1 d<n y-Genenl, 

"l•\"callinp 111c· ·l.,ty of misswns accredited tc' the 
!_.;,,· ·: ~.tiw.Jo; .liH.i \heir per~onnd to respect the laws 
"Hi no;'~'l.dJ•JtJ.' .,r the host cumttly, without prejurlKe to 
thct, p1 iVJir'fC' and immunities under mternationallaw, 

"Noting the recommendations of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country, contained in paragraph 
65 of its report, 

"Taking note of the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country, 

"1. Affirms that the security of the miSSIOns ac
credited to the United Nations and the safety of their 
personnel are indispensable for their effective function
ing, notes with satisfaction the assurances given by the 
highest authorities of the host country to ensure the 
security of missions and the safety of their personnel and 
recognizes the usefulness of the various measures taken to 
this end; 

"2. Condemns terrorist and other criminal acts in 
relation to any mission, its personnel and property as 
being totally incompatible with the status of missions and 
their personnel under the norms of international law, 
especially those of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
RelatiOns of 1961 ;3 

"3. Urges the host country to take all necessary 
measures without delay in order to prevent any acts 
violating the security of missions and the safety of their 
personnel or the inviolability of their property, and in 
order to ensure normal conditions for the existence and 
functioning of all missions; 

"4. Once again appeals to the host country to take all 
necessary measures to apprehend, bring to justice and 
punish all those responsible for committing criminal acts 
against missions accredited to the United Nations as 
provided for in the 1972 Federal Act for the Protection 
of Foreign Officials and Official Guests of the United 
States;4 

"5. Urges the host country to take effective measures 
to prohibit illegal activities of organizations that organize, 
instigate, encourage or engage in the perpetration of 
terrorist or other acts of violence against missions to the 
United Nations or their personnel; 

"6. Calls on the missions of States Members of the 
United Nations, with a view to facilitating the course of 
justice, to co-operate as fully as possible with the Federal 
and local United States authorities in cases affecting the 
security of those missions and their personne I; 

"7. txpresses the hope that efforts will be continued 
and mtensified with a view to implementing an infor
mation programme in order to acquaint the population of 
the City of New York and its boroughs with the privileges 
and immunities of the personnel of the missions ac
credited to the United Nations and with the importance 
of the international functions perfonr.ed by them; 

"8. C'mphasizes that, without prejudice to their privi
leges and immunities under international law, it is the 
duty of all members of the diplomatic community 
enjoying such privileges and immunities to respect the 
laws and regulations of the host country: 

"9. Renews Its appeal to the hust country tu consider 
terminating the practice, referred to in the report of the 
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Committee on Relations with the Host Country, of 
issuing summonses to diplomats with regard to the 
parking of their vehicles, as under international law 
members of missions are immune from the criminal 
jurisdiction of the host country; 

"10. Appeals to the host country, in order to elimi· 
nate the difficulties experienced by diplomats in parking 
their vehicles, to consider increasing the number of spaces 
set aside for diplomatic parking in New York and to take 
measures to ensure that DPL parking spaces are not 
occupied by unauthorized vehicles; 

"11. Requests all missions to endeavour to obtain 
off-street parking for diplomatic vehicles assigned to 
missions; 

"12. Notes with satisfaction that in response to 
recommendations of the Committee there have been no 
instances of diplomatic vehicles being towed and ex· 
presses the hope that the New York authorities will 
continue to avoid towing such vehicles; 

"13. Suggests, in connexion with difficulties concern
ing financial responsibilities relating to certain missions 
accredited to the United Nations and certain individual 
diplomats attached to those missions, that the Secretariat 
and all others concerned work together to solve these 
outstanding problems; 

"14. Expresses its appreciation to the New York City 
Commission for the United Nations and the Consular 
Corps and those bodies which contribute to its efforts to 
help to accommodate the needs, interests and require
ments of the diplomatic community, to provide hospital· 
ity and to promote mutual understanding between the 
diplomatic community and the people of the City of New 
York; 

"15. Decides to continue the work of the Committee 
on Relations with the Host Country in 1977, in conform· 
ity with General Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI), with 
the purpose of examining all matters falling within its 
terms of reference; 

"16. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all 
necessary assistance to the Committee on Relations with 
the Host Country and to call its attention to issues of 
mutual concern relating to the implementation of the 
Agreement between the United Nations and the United 
States of America regarding the Headquarters of the 
United Nations and the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations; 

"17. Requests the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country to submit to the General Assembly, at its 
thirty-second session, a report on the progress of its work 
and to make, if it deem~ it necessary, appropriate 
recommendations; 

"18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled 'Report of the 
Committee on Relations with the Host Country'." 

9. At the 70th meeting, on 10 December, the represen
tative of Cyprus introduced draft resolution A/C.6/31/ 
L.24. f For the text, see para. 12 below.] Subsequently the 
representatives of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and Co:.ta Rica each stated that the draft resolutions 
sponsored by their delegations (A/C.6/31 /L.20, A/C.6/31 I 
L.21 and A/C.6/31/L.23, respectively) would not be 
pressed to a vote. 

10. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C.6/31/L.24 by consensus. 

11. Following the adoption of the draft resolution, the 
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Spain and the United States of America made statements. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

12. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Report of the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country (A/31/26), 

1. Accepts the recommendations of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country contained in paragraph 65 
of its report; 

2. Decides to continue the work of the Committee on 
Relations with the Host Country, in conformity with 
General Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI) of 15 December 
1971, with the purpose of examining all matters falling 
within its terms of reference and requests the Secretary
General to provide the Committee with all necessary 
assistance; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Report of the 
Committee on Relations with the Host Country". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
by consensus the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report 
(A/31/418, para. 12). For the final text, see resolution 31/101.5 

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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A/31/26 

A/31/471 

A/C.6/31/6 

A/C.6/31/L.20 

A/C.6/31/L21 

A/C.6/31/L.23 

A/C.6/31/L.24 

General Assembly - Thirty-first Session - Annexes 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 109 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country 

Letter dated 22 December 1976 from the Charge d'affaires a.i. of the 
United Republic of Tanzania to the President of the General Assembly 

Letter dated 21 October 1976 from the representative of the United States 
of America to the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolutiOn 

Draft resolution 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Official Records of the General 
Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 26 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/418, para. 6 

Idem, para. 7 

Idem, para. 8 

Idem, paras. 9 and 12 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-AprD 1977-2,000 
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items 89 and 29, respectively), twenty-eighth (item 25), twenty-ninth (items 95 and 20, respectively\ and tlmt1dh (:tcn1' 113 :Jnrl 29). 

DOCUMENT A/31/347 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. The Special Committee on the Charter of the United 
Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the 
Organization, established under General Assembly resolu
tion 3499 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, met at United 
Nations Headquarters from 1 7 February to 12 March 1 97 6 
and adopted its report to the General Assembly (A/31 /33). 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include in the agend1 of its 
thirty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Special 
Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on 
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization" and to 
allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At the 41st meeting, on 11 November, the represen
tative of Finland, Mr. Bengt H. G. A. Broms, in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Special Committee on the Charter of 
the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of 
the Organization, introduced the Committee's report. 

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 41st 
to 50th meetings, held between 11 and 22 November. The 
summary records of these meetings contain the views of 
representatives who spoke during the consideration of this 
item. 

{ Or(e<,wl: E'nglishj 
f23. 'i< ,,·ember 1976/ 

5. At the 41st meeting, the repre:;,,,tatl\<e of the 
Philippines introduced :1 dr:J1l Je:;,·lur;J:J 1 AIC .A/3l/L.6) 
sponsored by Algeria, Austrnlla. Bilnglod :>h, Colo•TJbia, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Iraq, lt3ly hrJn, Jordan, 
Lesotho, Mexico, New z~~uand, 'hgeria, Pa•1:"1ll Paraguay, 
Peru, the Philippines. Romania, Sierra T_~one, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the Unit :d Repv~>lic of Tanzania, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire ami Z~m;!,ia. latc1 joined by 
Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Burundi, the Central African 
Republic, Chad, China, the Cong1>, Gern>any, Federal 
Republic of, Ghana. Greece. ]o(h:l, Iran. JdJIJJica, Kenya, 
Liberia, the Libyan Arah Republic. M~dagascJr, Mali, 
Mozambique. NepaL Nic:uagua, the Nig~r, SenegaL the 
Sudan, the Syrian A1ab Republic. Thailand. logo, Tum~ia, 
the United Republic of Cameroon, the Upper Volta, 
Uruguay and Yemen./ For the text sec para. I !Jclow.] 

6. At its 50th meeting. Dll '~ ;~ .. •wn~'-,~~. rl:t' Si:-:t:-, 
Committee adopted tl:c ~>~:;'[ ... ''-·l;;'_;c,il 1 >\ cJ;,;c•:l~·:;l~. 

Statements m cxpLL ;t,, .• , 1 · ·.2 '• icd · i·,) t'•e 
representatives of the Guion o: :-::.-.·'Jc': .'u· •.;i;:;• kcpuuhc·s, 
France, the Ukrainian Soviet SucJahst Re(·::;II;: ::1e Byelo· 
russian Sov1et SoCialist Republic ami h·l ''"' '•c:lten,, •ts 
were also made by the represenr:ltJVes ,J[ n. ,, :una, Me'\:c:o, 
Spain and Colombia. 

.\ .,.,;\.XXI)llO 
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Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 992 (X) of :21 November 1955, 
2285 (XXII) of 5 December 1967, 2552 (XXIV) of 12 
December 1969, 2697 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 
2968 (XXVII) of 14 December 1972 and 3349 (XXIX) of 
17 December 197 4, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2925 (XXVII) of 27 Novem
ber 1972, 3073 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973 and 
3282 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 on the strengthening of 
the role of the United Nations, 

Recalling especially resolution 3499 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, by which the General Assembly established the 
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations 
and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization (A/31 /33), 

Considering that the Special Committee has not com
pleted the mandate given to it, 

Reaffirming its support for the purposes and principles 
set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening 
of the Role of the Organization; 

2. Decides that the Special Committee should continue 
its work in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 3499 (XXX); 

3. Invites Governments to submit, or to bring up to 
date, their observations and proposals in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 3499 (XXX); 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to render all assist
ance to the Special Committee, including the preparation of 
summary records of its meetings; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to submit a report 
on its work to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Report of the 
Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations 
and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/33 

A/31/51 and 
Add.l 

A/31/197 

A/C.6/31/L.6 

A/C.6/31/L.8 

A/C.5/31/56 

A/31/350 

At its 81 st plenary meeting, on 29 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31/347, para. 7). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/28. 1 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fzrst Session, Supplement No.39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 110 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United NatiOns and Official Records of the General 
on the Strengthening of the Role of the Orgamzatwn Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 

Supplement No. 33 

Report of the Secretary-General Mimeographed 

Letter dated I September 1976 from the representative of Sn Lanka to the Ditto 
Secretary-General tran,mittmg the documents adopted by the Fifth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries 

Draft resolutiOn For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/34 7, paras. 5 and 7 

Admmistratlve and financial implicatiOns of the draft resolution contained Mimeographed 
m document A/C.6/31/L.6 

Administratzve and financial implzcations of the draft resolution 
submitted by the Sixth Committee in document A/31 /347 

Note by the Secretary-General 

Report of the Fifth Committee 

Mimeographed 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Annexes, agenda 
item 92 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-April 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/295 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

Introduction 

I. The item entitled "Respect for human rights in armed 
conflicts: report of the Secretary-General" was included in 
the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly pursuant to Assembly resolution 
3500 (XXX) of 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 9th 
to 15th meetings, held between 4 and 12 October 1976. 
The summary records of these meetings contain the views 
of representatives who spoke during the consideration of 
the item. 

4. In connexion with the item, the Committee had 
before it a report of the Secretary-General on relevant 
developments concerning human rights in armed conflicts 
(A/31/163 and Add.l) submitted pursuant to the request 
contained in paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 
3500 (XXX). In accordance with this request, the main 
body of the report gave a detailed account of •.he 
proceedings and results of the third session of the Diplo
matic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed 
Conflicts, convened by the Swiss Federal Council and held 

f Original: English] 
{4November 1976] 

at Geneva from 21 April to 11 June 1976. In doing so, the 
Swiss Federal Council, depository of the Geneva humani
tarian conventions, continued the traditional role of 
Switzerland in the field of international humanitarian law. 

5. The Diplomatic Conference was entrusted with the 
task of examining two draft Additional Protocols to the 
Geneva Conventions relative to the protection of war 
victims, of 12 August 1949,1 namely, the draft Additional 
Protocol relating to the protection of victims of inter
national armed conflicts (Protocol I) and the draft Addi· 
tional Protocol relating to the protection of victims of 
non-international armed conflicts (Protocol 11)2 prepared 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross after 
thorough consultations with government experts as well as 
bearing in mind other developments, particularly in the 
United Nations General Assembly. The Diplomatic Con
ference considered likewise the question of the prohibition 
of restriction of the use of specific conventional weapons 
which may cause unnecessary suffering or have indiscrimi
nate effects, in accordance with General Assembly reso
lutions 3076 (XXVIII) of 6 December 1973, 3255 (XXIX) 
of 9 December 1974 and 3500 (XXX) of 15 December 
1975 and with resolution XIV adopted by the twenty
second International Conference of the Red Cross, as well 

1 United Nations, Treoty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 9.70.973. 
2 For the text of the draft Additional Protocols and related 

commentaries, see documents CDDH/1 and CDDH/3 of the Diplo
matic Conference. 
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as the question of the protection of journalists engaged in 
dangerous missions in areas of armed conflict, in ac
cordance with Assembly resolutions 3058 (XXVIII) of 
2 November 1973 and 3245 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974. 

6. The proceedings and results of the third session of the 
Diplomatic Conference were described in the report sub
mitted by the Secretary-General, referred to in paragraph 4 
above, as follows: Introduction (chap. I); Organization of 
the Diplomatic Conference (chap. II); Work of Com
mittee I: provisions of general character (chap. Ill); Work 
of Committee II: wounded, sick and shipwrecked persons, 
information on victims of a conflict and remains of 
deceased, civil defence, role of the civilian population and 
of relief societies (chap. IV); Work of Committee III: 
civilian population, methods and means of combat, new 
category of prisoners of war, mercenaries, prohibition of 
perfidy (chap. V); Work of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Conventional Weapons (chap. VI); Decisions taken by the 
Diplomatic Conference at the closing of its third session, 
including decisions regarding the place and date of the 
fourth session of the Conference (chap. VII). In preparing 
the report special attention was given to matters having or 
presenting a particular interest for the United Nations. 
Annex I to the report reproduced the text of articles of 
draft Protocols I and II adopted at the committee level 
during the third session of the Diplomatic Conference. 
Annex II reproduced the texts of the provisions in draft 
Protocols I and II not yet adopted by the Committees of 
the Diplomatic Conference and a list of proposals and 
amendments relating to those provisions submitted during 
the third session of the Conference. 

7. An addendum to the report (A/31/163/Add.l) sum
marized information concerning activities of non-govern
mental bodies which have manifested their specific interest 
in various problems relating to respect for human rights in 
armed conflicts, received by the Secretary-General sub
sequent to the adoption of resolution 3500 (XXX), namely, 
information communicated by the International Institute 
of Humanitarian Law in San Remo. 

8. At its 9th meeting, on 4 October, the Sixth Com
mittee decided to invite the representative of Switzerland, 
the country which is convening and acting as host for the 
Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Develop
ment of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in 
Armed Conflicts, to participate in the debate of the 
Committee on item 111. 

Proposals 

9. Austria, Bangladesh, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, 
Egypt, Finland, Ireland, Kenya, Mali, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Norway, Pakistan, Sweden and Yugoslavia submitted a 
draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.3), which was introduced by 
the representative of Kenya at the lOth meeting, on 
5 October. The draft resolution read as follows: 

[Same text as the draft resolution in pgragraph 12 below, 
with the exception of operative paragraph 3, which read as 
follows: 

"Urges all participants in the Diplomatic Conference to 
do their utmost to reach agreement on additional rules 

which may help to alleviate the suffering brought about 
by armed conflicts and to respect and protect non-com
batants and civilian objects in such conflicts, and to bring 
the Conference to a succe~sful conclusion;".] 

10. Subsequently, a revised version of the draft reso
lution (A/C.6/31/L.3/Rev.l) was submitted by the sponsors 
of the initial draft as well as Liberia, Madagascar, the 
Netherlands and Senegal, and later Australia. (For the text, 
see para. 12 below). 

Decision of the Committee 

11. At its 15th meeting, on 12 October, the Sixth 
Committee adopted the revised draft resolution (A/C.6/31/ 
L.3/Rev.l) by consensus. At the same meeting, the repre
sentatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
France, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 
German Democratic Republic and the Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic made statements in explanation of vote. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

12. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

Respect for human nghts in armed conflicts 

The General Assembly, 

Conscious that a better application of existing humani
tarian rules relating to armed conflicts and the development 
of further rules remains an urgent task in order to reduce 
the suffering brought about by all such conflicts, 

Recalling the successive resolutions adopted in the pre
ceding years by the United Nations relating to human rights 
in armed conflicts and the debates on this subject, 

Noting the report of the Secretary-General on the third 
session of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation 
and Development of International Humanitarian Law 
Applicable in Armed Conflicts, held at Geneva from 21 
April to 11 June 1976, and on the second session of the 
Conference of Government Experts on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons convoked by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross at Lugano from 28 January to 
26 February 1976,3 

Welcoming the substantial progress made at the third 
session of the Diplomatic Conference and the work of the 
Conference of Government Experts, 

Noting that the Diplomatic Conference will continue its 
consideration of the use of specific conventional weapons, 
including any which may be deemed to be excessively 
injurious or to have indiscriminate effects, and its search for 
agreement, for humanitarian reasons, on possible rules 
prohibiting or restricting the use of such weapons, 

1. Calls upon all parties to armed conflicts to acknow
ledge and to comply with their obligations under the 
humanitarian instruments and to observe the international 

3 A/31/163 and Add.1; see also A/31/146. 
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humanitarian rules which are applicable, in particular the 
Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907,4 the Geneva 
Protocol of 19255 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949;6 

2. Calls the attention of the Diplomatic Conference on 
the Reaffirmation and Development of International Hu
manitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, and of the 
Governments and organizations participating in it, to the 
need for measures to promote on a universal basis the 
dissemination of and instruction in the rules of inter
national humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts; 

3. Urges all participants in the Diplomatic Conference to 
do their utmost to reach agreement on additional rules 

4 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Con
ventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1915). 

5 League of Nations, Treaty Series, vol. XCIV, No. 2138, p. 65. 
6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973. 

which may help to alleviate the suffering brought about by 
armed conflicts and to respect and protect non-combatants 
and civilian objects in such conflicts, and to bring the 
Conference during its final session in 1977 to a successful 
conclusion; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Swiss Federal 
Council for convoking the fourth session of the Diplomatic 
Conference from 17 March to 10 June 1977; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on relevant 
developments concerning human rights in armed conflicts, 
in particular on the proceedings and results of the 1977 
session of the Diplomatic Conference; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Respect for human 
rights in armed conflicts". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 24 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31/295, para. 12). 
For the final text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 39, resolution 31/19. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item Ill which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description Observations and references 

A/31/163 and Add.1 Third session of the Diplomatic Conference on Reaffirmation and Mimeographed 
Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed 
Conflicts: report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/295, para. 9 

A/C.6/31/L.3 

A/C.6/31/L.3/Rev.1 Revised draft resolution Idem, paras. 9, 10 and 12 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-April 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/403 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. The item entitled "Implementation by States of the 
provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Rela
tions of 1961. report of the Secretary-General'' was 
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly pursuant to its resolution 
3501 (XXX) of I 5 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly decided to include the item in Jts 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 65th, 
66th and 68th meetings. on 7, 8 anu 9 December 1976. It 
had before it the report of the Secretary-General on the 
subject (A/31/145 and Add. I). 

4. At the 65th meeting, the representative of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.6/31/L.16) on behalf of Argentina, Bulgaria, Cuba, 
Cyprus, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary. Mali, 
Poland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, later 
joined by Algeria, Burundi, the Byelorussian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, India, Liberia, 
Panama and Somalia. The draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assemb~v. 

''Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/145 and Add.!) on the implementation by States 

(Original: English( 
f 10 December 1976/ 

of the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplo
matic Relations of 196 I, 

"Noting that since the adoption by the General 
Assembly of its resolution 350 I (XXX) of 15 December 
I 97 5, the number of States parties to the Vienna 
ConventiOn on Diplomatic Relations of I 961 has in
creased. 

"Concerned at continuing instances of violations of the 
rules of diplomatiC law relating, in particular, to the 
status of the diplomatic courier. 

"Recognizing the adv1sability of studying the question 
of the status of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic 
bag not a.::companied by diplomatic courier in the light of 
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, 

"Considering zt desirable that the General Assembly 
should periodically consider at its sessions the question of 
implementation by States of the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, 

"I. Urges States which have not yet done so to 
become parties to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations of 196 I; 

"2. Reaffirms the need for strict implementation by 
States of the provisions of the VIenna Convention on 
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----- ··----------------------------
Diplomatk R,-Lk>ns o t i 961 in the interest of main
tainillg 1"" 111~,1 '· ·i ~wm:: b\'t\wen them. :;trcngth ening 
intematl,,,u! p . .:.k"e .1~1·; ;.:cl!lll\ and Jewh,plllg lllter
national L•J·uJ."~LHiutr. 

··3 {;,;,':' 1·\t-J>:i:.. '.t-tL.·· I'' ,ubc1:t or tu supplement 
their ~l)1Jtl· , 1 ,J,l,~ .; :~-1~ .Jti,·ns.~)Jl \\'ay~ and rneans to 
ensure tht· ,,.,.'.-·u,,,;,,ti<n; •.1! ti1e provisiOns of the 
Vienna Ct''"': I• :;: :>nl1!plumJtic ]<,,lari<ll1Sot 1961 and 
on the dt"'" tl' .\:ty nl ··nhilrJting pruv1sions concerning 
the st:nus nl 1b·· thplt)l\UtiL' cuuri,·I tn acconiance with 
General A:;,,·,,:-,]\ r,:s•Jlt:tl(lJl 3501 lXXX\, paragraph 4. 
with due rq; . .t1 ·• :: 1 ~,,-, t" the que>tinn uf the status of the 
diphm1atic bat' 1101 accc,npamed by the diplomatic 
couner: 

"4. R''!'!,,Sf.\ iht lnkrn:Jiiull:d taw (\,mmissinn at the 
appruprialc tLn-: tc1 stuJ_,, 111 tllc· light of the mtormation 
cuntamed 111 tl1<: rt'p"rt or lht· Sec:E'tary-General on the 
implem.:ntaw•n b·, St:1tc-. ,,y ti;e provisiuns of the Vienna 
Convention •;n !),riu;n,,l·, l~cl ;tJ<>ns of 1961 Jlld other 
information 1>11 tlus -:unlwn t•1 be received from Member 
States thrm;gb tl1L' :)e·:rct<J• \'-\ ;.:neral, the ptoposals on 
the dab,:JiJtliJt' .,f .1 pru \ t1t:ul umccrning the status of the 
d1plom~b ::•::,, ·md tlv ·ilplt'•natic hag not accom
panirJ l>) r> d;fllur:l~!ir ulliner , whi,·h ,vuuld constitute 
dcvclopmclll uml cun•:rettLation of the Vienna Con
vention on 1 h plullJ<ltJc R<:'la!J<J!ls uf 1961: 

"5. Rcque,ts tlw Secretary-f;en~ral to submit to the 
(;eneral Assembly at it s llnrty-third session an analytKal 
report on ways and r.1cans ''' cnsutc the nnplcmentation 
of the \/1.cn !iJ C•.J!l"t',; tion 011 Diphm18tic Relations of 
1961 011 tlK b,ISis of cc•unnen \ ~ and Pbse rva tinm on this 
questHm rect'JV<Cd frnn1 Me:n[,er S rates and also taking 
into account till' r'-'sults of the study hy the International 
Law Commi,stun uf the prupusals on the elaboration of 
the above-mentio1leJ pmrr>cu]: 

"(l. Dcci,!cr· tu mc!ude m the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-thi! d scsswn an item en ii deJ "Implementation by 
States ,,f the pr<lVJsi,:•ns of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relation; ,,f l 0ol. report of the Secretary
GeneraL'' 

5. At the 60tll ;·,if<'llllg, the representative of the Union 
of Soviet Sudali-,t l<.cpubli.::s l!ltruduced J revrsed version of 
the draft resulutiu11 \1\ I(' (, '3l/L.l6/Rev. l) on behalf llf 
Algeria, Argcn ttllJ, Bulgaria. Burundi. the ByelurusslaJl 
C,oviet Socialtst Republic, Cuba, Cyprus. Czechoslovakia, 
Egypt, the Cern1Jn Dc111"' ratic Republic, Hungary, India, 
Liberia, Mali, Panam:t. f''Jbnd, Somalia, the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, the Umon of Soviet Socialist 
He~ .. •hlics and Yu,;u;luvia, later JOined by !raJ1 and Sencg~l. 
.: :,·, ·r rile tcY r. ~' c !Nr,;. 1J beh11v. J 

-1 the' o~unc n.:::di11;;. the Sr\th Comn11ttee vutcd on 
i':: Juu A/C.6/ 31; L 16/Rcv.l. The reprt:sentativc 
·L:,i St<Jll s <lf America requested that a separate 

· · · ,.,, ,:>il i)\. parJgJ Jph, he taken on the draft 
· ni~>ti"l~ wd,; reJec;ed by 39 votes to 23. with 

7. The Committee then adopted the draft resolution as a 
whole by 72 votes to 2, with 19 abstentions. 1 

8. Statements in explanation of vote before the vote 
were made by the representatives of the United States of 
America and Kenya. Statements in explanation of vote 
after the vote were made by the representatives of the 
United Kmgdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
France, Finland, Sweden, Austria and Australia. 

Recommmdation of the Sixth Committee 

9. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Implementation by States of the prOl'isions of the Vienna 
Com•ention on Diplomatic Relations of I961 

The General Asscmbl_v, 

Takzng note of the report of the Secretary-General 
(A/31/145 and Add.1) on the implementation by States of 
the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations of 1961,2 

Noting that since the adoption by the General Assembly 
of resolution 3501 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 the 
number of States parties to the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961 has increased, 

Concerned at continuing instances of violations of the 
rules of diplomatic law relating, in particular, to the status 
of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag not 
accompanied by diplomatic courier, 

Recognizing the advisability of studying the question of 
the status of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag 
not accompanied by diplomatic courier in the light of the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, 

Considering it desirable that the General Assembly should 
periodically consider at its sessions the question of imple
mentation by States of the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, 

I. Urges States which have not yet done so to become 
parties to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 
of 1961; 

2. Reaffirms the need for strict implementation by 
States of the provisions of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961 in the interest of maintaining 
normal relations between them, strengthening international 
peace and security and developing international co-opera
tion; 

3. Invites Member States to submit or to supplement 
their comments and observations on ways and means to 
ensure the implementation of the provisions of the Vienna 

l At the 69th meeting, the representative of Somalia stated that 
had he been present at the voting, he would have voted in favour of 
the draft resolution. 

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, voL 500, No. 7310, p. 95. 
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Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 and on the 
desirability of elaborating provisions concerning the status 
of the diplomatic courier in accordance with paragraph 4 of 
General Assembly resolution 3501 (XXX), with due regard 
also to the question of the status of the diplomatic bag not 
accompanied by the diplomatic courier; 

4. Requests the International Law Commission at the 
appropriate time to study, in the light of the information 
contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the 
implementation by States of the provisions of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 and other 
information on this question to be received from Member 
States through the Secretary-General, the proposals on the 
elaboration of a protocol concerning the status of the 
diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied 
by the diplomatic courier, which would constitute develop-

ment and concretization of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-third session an analytical 
report on ways and means to ensure the implementation of 
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 on 
the basis of comments and observations on this question 
received from Member States and also taking into account 
the results, if available and ready, of the study by the 
International Law Commission of the proposals on the 
elaboration of the above-mentioned protocol; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled "Implementation by 
States of the provisions of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 1961: report of the Secretary
General". 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 92 to none, with 25 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted 
by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31/403, para. 9). For the fmal text, see 
resolution 31/76.3 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 112 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

1Ytle or description Observations and references 

A/31/145 and Add. I 

A/C.6/31/L.l6 

Report of the Secretary-General 

Draft resolution 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/403, para. 4 

A/C.6/31/L.l6/Rev.l Revised draft resolution Idem, paras. 5 and 9 

Utbo In United Natlou, New York 76-36606-December 1977 ·-2,000 
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(item 94), t'-l;cnty-ninth (Item 91) and thirtieth (item 116). 

DOCUMENT A/31/429 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

I. The item entitled "Measures to prevent international 
terrorism which endangers or takes innocent human lives or 
jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and study of the under
lying causes of those forms of terrorism and acts of violence 
which lie in misery, frustration, grievance and despair and 
which cause some people to sacrifice human lives, including 
their own, in an attempt to effect radical changes: report 0f 
the Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism" was on 
the agenda of the twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth and thirtieth 
sessions of the General Assembly, but in each instance it 
was deferred to the following session as 1t could not be 
considered because of lack of time. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September I 976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee had before it, m connexion 
with the 1tem, the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
International Terrorism on the session which it held in 
1973 (A/9028). 

4. The Sixth Committee •;,msidered the item at its 6Ist 
to 65th, 69th and 70th meetings, held f1om 2 to 10 
December 1976. 

5. The S1xth Comm1ttee had before it a draft resolutiOn 
(A/C.6/31 /L.22), sponsored by Algeria. Egypt. India, Indo-

/Original: f nKlishf 
f 14 Deccmher 1970/ 

nesia, the Libyan Arab Republic, Nigeria. Sn lanka, 
Uganda, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zaire, late1 i'Jined bv 
Benin, Burundi, Democratic Yemen, Equatori~J Guine~, 
lesotho, Mali, the Niger, the Sudan, Togo. the United 
Republic of Tanzania and Zambia, which read as f,,llowe. 

[Same text as the draft resolution contained /II paragraph 
10 below, with the exception of operatn·e paragraph 11. 
which read: 

"11. Requests the Secretary-General to prnv1de t lw AJ 
Hoc Committee with the necessary facilities 3IIJ 

services;".] 

6. At the 69th meetmg, the representative t•t' J:a1re 
introduced the draft resolution and orally n~viscd it by 
adding the words "including summary Jc.:ords" at th~ end 
of operative paragraph 11. 

7. At its 70th meeting, the Directo1 of the Bud8et 
Division orally informed the Sixth Committee of thr 
financial impliL-ations of the draft reso lu tiu11. 

8. At the same meeting, the S1xth Comn111tec ~dupted 
the draft resolution, as orally revised, by a rotl-,:,ill V(lk uf 
86 votes to 8, w1th 24 abstentions. Th(' \uting was JS 

follows:' 

1 The repre~entative of the Congo mdiCated th:,r. II h< b.td bcc·n 
prr><•nt, he would have voted in fdVOlH of the drdlt re,rJlut.,m. 
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In fav:mr: Afghamstan, Algeria, Bahrain, Benin, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Sociahst Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, 
Ecuador, Egypt. Equatonal Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, 
German Democratic Repubhc, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, 
Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ivory 
Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Libyan Arah Rcpubhc, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mexico. Mongolia, MoroccJ, Mozambique, 
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Per,!, Poland, Qatar. Ro
mania, Rwanda. Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka. Sudan, Surinam, Swaziland, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Sonahst Republics, United Arab Emirates, 
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tan· 
zania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugo· 
slavia, Zaire, Zambia. 

Against: Australia. Belgium, Canada, Israel, Japan, 
Netherlands, United Kmgdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abstaining: Argentma. Austria, Barbados, Bolivia, Central 
African Republic, Chile, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, Philip
pines, Portugal, Spam. Sweden, Turkey. 

9. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of the United States of America, Nigeria, 
Uruguay, Bolivia, Italy. Canada, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Sweden, Israel, Austna, the United Arab Emirates, Chile, 
Australia, Colombia, Nicaragua, Cuba, France and Japan. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

I 0. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Measures to prerent international terrorism which en
dangers or tak,·s znnucent human liPes or jeopardizes 
fundamental .freedoms. and study of the underlying 
causes of those jorms of terrorism and acts of violence 
which lie in miscn-. .frustration, grievance and despair and 
which cause some people to sacrifice human lives, 
including theu· own. in an attempt to effect radical 
changes 

The General .4ssemNr. 

Deeply perturbed over acts of international terrorism 
which are occurring wtth mcreasing frequency and which 
take a toll of innocent human lives, 

Recognizing the 1mportance of international co-operation 
in devising measure:- effeL tively to prevent their occurrence 
and of studymg then umkdying causes with a view to 
finding just and peaceful solutions as quickly as possible, 

Recalling the Declaration on Principles of International 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations,2 

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on International 
Terrorism, established under General Assembly resolution 
3034 (XXVll) of 18 December 1972, has been obliged to 
suspend its work, 

Dcep~v conl'inccd of the 1mportance to mankind of the 
continuation of the work of the AJ Hoc Committee, 

I. Expresses deep concern over increasing acts of inter
national terrorism which endanger or take innocent human 
lives or jeopardize fundamental freedoms; 

:2. Urges States to continue to seek just and peaceful 
solutions to the underlying causes which give rise to such 
acts of violence; 

3. Reaffirms the inalienable right to self-determination 
and independence of all peoples under colonial and racist 
regimes and other forms of alien domination, and upholds 
the legitimacy of their struggle, 111 particular the struggle of 
national liberation movements, in accordance with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter and the relevant 
resolutions of the organs of the United Nations; 

4. Condemns the continuation of repressive and terrorist 
acts by colonial, racist and alien regimes in denymg peoples 
their legitunate right to self-determinatiOn and inde· 
pendence and other human rights and fundamental 
freedoms: 

5. Invites States to become parties to the existmg 
international conventions which relate to various aspects of 
the problem of internatiOnal terrorism: 

6. !nl'ites States to take all appropriate measures at the 
national level with a view to the speedy and final 
elimination of the problem, bearing 111 mind the provisions 
of paragraph 3 above, 

7. Invites the Ad Hoc Committee on International 
Terrorism to continue its work in accordance with the 
mandate entrusted to it under General Assembly resolution 
3034 (XXVll); 

8. llll'itcs the States which have not yet done so to 
submit their observations and concrete proposals as soon as 
possible to the Secretary-General so as to enable the Ad 
Hoc Committee to carry out its mandate more efficiently, 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Ad 
Hoc Committee an analytical study of the observations of 
States submitted under paragraph 8 above: 

2 General As~embly rc~olution 2625 lXXV) annex. 
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10. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to consider the 
observations of States under paragraph 8 above and to 
submit its report with recommendations for possible 
co-operation for the speedy elnnination of the problem, 
bearing in mind the provisions of paragraph 3, to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session: 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Ad 
Hoc Committee with the necessary facilities and services, 
including summary record.s: 

!2. Decides to include the item in the provisional agenda 
of its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly, by a vote 
of 100 to 9, with 27 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth 
Committee in its report ( A/31 /429, para. I 0 ). For the final text. see resolution 31/102.3 

Docun1ent Nu 

A/'1028 

A/31 I 122-S/ 12123 

A/31 /182-S/12186 

A/31/ 188-S/12191 

A/31/272 

A/C.6/31/L.22 

A/C.S/31/86 

A/31/440 

3 s,·c Otticzal Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-tirst Sesswn, Supplement No. 39. 
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Year, Supplement for July, 
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Ibid. 

Mimeographed 

For the sponsors and the text, 
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Agenda item 114:* Resolutions adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Representation of States in Their 
Relations with International Organizations:** 
(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 

African Unity and/or by the League of Arab States; 
(b) Resolution relating to the application of the Convention in future activities of international organizations 

*For the discussiOn of this Item, sec Oj{1czal Records of the General Assembly, Thirt)'-/lrSt Sesswn, Sixth Committee, 67th meeting; 
ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional FasCicle, corngendum; and ibid., Plenary Meetings, 97th meetmg. 

**This question was also on the agenda of the General A~sembly at the tlmtieth session (agenda Item 118). 

DOCUMENT A/31/397 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

[Original: English/ 
[ 10 December 1976/ 

1. The itew was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 
pursuant to a decision taken by the General Assembly at its 2441 st plenary meeting, on 
15 December 197 5. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda and 
to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. At its 67th meeting, on 8 December 1976, the Sixth Committee agreed that, 
because of the lack of time, consideration of the item should be deferred until the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

4. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the item 
entitled: 

"Resolutions adopted by the Un1ted Nations Conference on the Representation 
of States in Their Relations with International Organizations: 

"(a) Resolution relating to the observer status of national liberation movements 
recognized by the Organization of African Unity and/or by the League of Arab 
States: 

"(b) ResolutiOn relating to the application of the Convention in future activities 
of international organizations" 

should be included in the provisional agenda of its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation of the Sixth Committee contained in paragraph 4 of its report 
(A/31/397) (see decision 31/4081 ). 

I See O[(!Clal Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first SeSSion, Supplement No. 39. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

76-36606-December 1977-2,000 
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Agenda item I I 5: * Consolidation and progressive evolution of the norms and 
principles of international economic development law** 

DOCUMENT A/3I/398 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

I. The item entitled "Consolidation and progressive 
evolution of the norms and principles of international 
economic development law" was included in the provisional 
agenda of the thirty-first session pursuant to a decision 
taken by the General Assembly at its 2441 st plenary 
meeting, on 15 December 1975. 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee had before it a working paper 
(A/C.6/31/L.7) and a draft resolution (A/C.6/31/L.18), 
both of which had been submitted ~i the Philippines. 

[Original: English J 
[ 10 December 1976/ 

4. At its 67th meeting, on 8 December 1976, the Sixth 
Committee agreed that, because of the lack of time, 
consideration of the Item should be deferred until the 
thirty-second session of the General Assembly. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Comn1irtee 

5. The Sixth Committee recommends to th•. General 
AssE'ntbly that the item entitled "Consolidation ar.d pro
gress,ve evolution of the norms and pnnCiples of ! ter
national economic development law" should be include,, •n 
the provJS!onal agenda of its thirty-second ses:,ion. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document 1\'o. 

A/31/172 

A/C.6/31/L.7 

A/C.6/31/L.l8 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation of the Sixth Committee contained m paragraph 5 of Its report 
(A/31/398) (see decision 31/409I ). 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thzrty-fzrst Session, Supplement .'Vo. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
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Note by the Secretary-General 

Philippmes. working paper 

Phihppmcs: draft resolutiOn 

Observations a11d reJPrcnces 

Mimeographed 

Ditto 

Ditto 

*For the discussiOn of this item, se" Official Records of the General Assembly, Thll'tr-first Session. Sixth rommittee. 67th mcetmg: 
ibid., Sixth Committee, Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum, and zbid., Plenary MeetinKs, 97th mcetmg. 

** This Item was also considered by the General Assembly at its thirtieth session under agenda itern 12. 

Litho in United Nations, New York 

76-36606-Decernber t977-'2.nnn 
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DOCUMENT A/31/142 

Dominican Republic: request for the inclusion of an item in 
the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 

Letter dated 16 July 1976 from the representative 
of the Dominican Republic to the Secretary-General 

I have the honour, on behalf of the countries members of 
the Latin American Group, of which this Mission is 
Chairman for the month of July, and in accordance with 
rule 13 of the rules of procedure, to request the inclusion in 
the agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly of an item entitled "One hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the Amphictyomc Congress of Panama". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, an 
explanatory memorandum is annexed to this request. 

(Signed) Ana Esther de !a MAZA 
Ambassador, 

Alternate Permanent Representatn·e 
of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations 

Chairman of the Latin American Group 

explanatory memorandum 

1. The idea of the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama, 
which met on 22 June 1826, was born of the universalist 
thinking of Simon Bolivar, the Liberator. and his vision of a 
;.111ited, strong America, unified not only in order to solve 
internal problems but also in order to confront dangers 
from exter~al sources. 

[Original: Spanish] 
[20July 1976] 

2. Simon Bolivar summoned all the Latin American 
countries to the Panama meeting, and at that meeting the 
Treaty of Union, League and Perpetual Confederation-one 
of the documents in which the international thinking of the 
Liberator is expressed-was signed. 

3. Bolivar hoped for universal equilibrium and a federa
tion of all peoples with its capital perhaps in Panama; 
" ... in centuries to come there may be only one nation 
covering the universe: the federal nation ... ". 

4. In commemorating the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the Panama meeting, the Latin American 
Group wants to pay a tribute to Simon Bolivar, the 
Liberator, and to recall his universalist Ideas, which are 
embodied by our world Organization-not only the very 
concept of a forum of this nature but the principles which 
he so frequently repeated and on which the purposes 
enunciated in the United Nations Charter are based: 
sovereign equality of States, peaceful settlement of disputes 
which endanger the maintenance of international peace and 
security, respect for the dignity and worth of the human 
person. 

5. The Latin American Group will at a later date 
transmit the documents necessary for the consideration of 
the item and the relevant draft resolution. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.23/REV.2 

Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, 
Trinidad and Tobago, l' -uguay and Venezuela: revised draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Having decided to hold a s;:>ecial commemorative plenary 
meeting to pay a tribute to Simon Boliv:-~r, the Liberator, 
on the occasion of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama, which met on 22 
June 1826, 

Considering that the main objective of that Congress was 
to constitute an assembly of confederated countries which 
should establish the legal foundations for the relations 
between the American Repubhcs and all the nations of the 
world, and should serve as "a council during periods of 
great conflicts, to be appealed to in the event of common 
danger, and to be a faithful interpreter of public treaties 
when dJfficulhes arise, in brief, to conciliate all our 
dJfferences",l concepts which form the basis of the 
international law of the American countries and are thus 
the direct predecessors of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations and the Charter of the United Nations, 

Bearing in mind that Bolivar envisaged a Latin American 
region of free and brotherly countries united by common 
ideals, a dream which makes him the precursor of the 
integration of that region, 

Recognizing that the Treaty of Perpetual Union, League 
and Confederation, signed in Panama on 15 July 1826, 
reflects a universalist spirit which is currently embodied by 
the United Nations, in that it reaffirms the sovereignty and 
independence of States and the1r intention "to secure to 
themselves from this time forward the enjoyment of 
unalterable peace, and to promote m this behalf better 
harmony and good understanding as well between the 
countries, citizens and subjects, respectively, as with the 
other Powers with which they should maintain or enter into 
friendly relations",2 

Recalling that Simon Bolivar referred on several occasions 
to the need for a possible opening of a canal in Panama, 
which "will shorten distances throughout the world, 
strengthen commercial ties" 3 between the continents and 

1 Simon BoHvar, Lima, 7 December 1824. For the text, see 
Selected Writings of Bolivar, vol. II, Vicente Lecuna, comp., Harold 
A. Bierck, Jr., ed. (New York, The Colonial Press Inc., 1951), 
p. 457. 

2 Article 2 of the Treaty of Perpetual Union, League and 
Confederation, Panama, 15 July 1826. For the text, see Inter
national Conferences of American States, 1889-1928, James Brown, 
ed. (New York Oxford University Press, 1931), p. xxv. 

3 Simon Bolivar, "Reply of a South American to a gentleman of 
this Island [Jamaica]", Kmgston, 6 September 1815. For the text, 
see Selected Writings of Bolivar, vol. I, Vicente Lecuna, comp., 

[Original: Spanish} 
[ 16 December 1976} 

promote the exchange of projects "from the four corners of 
the globe" ,3 

I. Pays a tribute to Simon Bolivar, the Liberator, as a 
promoter of Latin American integration and as a builder of 
constructive plans for internatwnal organizatiOn on a 
continental and world-wide scale and, in this connexion, 
decides to place a commemorative plaque in the United 
Nations Headquarters building as a permanent tribute to his 
memory; 

2. Recognizes that the Amphictyon1c Congress of 
Panama represents the most outstanding and audacious 
unionist experiment at the mternational level in the 
nineteenth century, with oecumenical features which anti
cipate and coincide with the objectives of the United 
Nations system: 

3. Expresses the hope that the ideals of Bolivar will 
inspire the establishment of a more just international order 
of respect for law, devoted to the maintenance of peace, 
the preservation of democratic principles, the promotwn of 
economic and social progress, and the freedom of all 
peoples: 

4. Formulates the wish for a successful outcome of the 
negotiations for the conclusion of a new treaty on the 
Panama CanaL which will eliminate the causes of conflict 
between the Republic of Panama and the United States of 
America, in accordance with the Declaration of Principles, 
signed by the parties concerned on 7 February 1974, where 
1t is stated that the Panamanian territory of which the 
Panama Canal is a part shall be returned promptly to the 
jurisdiction of the Republic of Panama and that the 
Republic of Panama "will assumed total responsibility for 
the operation of the Canal upon the termination of the 
treaty" ;4 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the 
circulation to all Member States of a document reproducing 
the instrument of convocation and the agreements of the 
Amphictyonic Congress of 1826, the original texts of which, 
currently kept m Rio de Janeiro, will be deposited in 
Panama b\' decision of the Government of Brazil, at an 
appropriat~ time. to be preserved m the monument to be 
erected in that country as part of the Bo]{var commemo
ration. 

Harold A. Bierck, Jr., ed. (New York, The Colonial Press Inc., 
1951), p. 119. 

4 Eight-point agreement signed in Panama City on 7 February 
1974 by Mr. Juan Antonio Tack, Minister for External Relations of 
the Republic of Panama, and by Mr. Henry Kissinger, Secretary of 
State of the United States of America. For the text, see United 
States Department of State Bulletin, vol. LXV, No. 1809, 25 
February 1974, pp. 184-195. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY TilE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 1 03rd plenary meeting, on 17 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/31/L.23/Rev.2. For the final text, see resolution 31/142.5 

5 See Official Recordr of the General Arrembly, Thirty-firrt Serrion, Supplement No. 39. 
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Title or description Observations and references 

Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Replaced by A/31/L.23/Rev.l 
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad 11nd Tobago, Uruguay and 
Venezuela: draft resolution 

Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Replaced by A/31/L.23/Rev.2 
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay and 
Venezuela: revised draft resolution 
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DOCUMENT A/31/143 AND ADD. I 

Cyprus: request for the inclusion of an item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-first session 

DOCUMENT A/31/143 

Letter dated 20 July 1976 from the representative of 
Cyprus to the Secretary-General 

f Original: tnglishj 
{20 July 1976/ 

Upon instructions from my Government, I have the 
honour to request the inclusion of the item "Question of 
Cyprus" in the agenda of the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly. 

The explanatory memorandum provided for in rule 20 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly will be 
submitted as soon as possible. 

(Signed) Joseph J. STEPHANIDES 
Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 

Permanent Mission of Cyprus 
to the United Nations 

DOCUMENT A/31/143/ADD.1 

Letter dated 26 July 1976 from the representative of 
Cyprus to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English/ 
[27 July 1976/ 

Further to my letter of 20 July 1976 (A/31/143), 
regarding the inclusion of the item "Question of Cyprus" in 
the agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 

Assembly, I have the honour to attach hereto the relevant 
explanatory memorandum in accordance with rule 20 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 

(Signed) Joseph J. STEPHANIDES 
Charge d'affaires a.i. 

Permanent Mission of Cyprus 
to the United Nations 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. The question of Cyprus has been an item of both the 
twenty-ninth and thirtieth sessions of the General Assembly 
and the over-all situation at the time was described in the 
explanatory memoranda contained in documents A/9743' 
and A/1 02422 respectively. 

2. Resolution 3212 (XXIX) of 1 November 1974 was 
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly, including 
the assenting vote of Turkey. On 20 November 1975, the 
General Assembly adopted resolution 3395 (XXX) by 117 
votes in favour, 1 against (Turkey) and 9 abstentions. 

3. On 13 December 1974, the Security Council by its 
resolution 365 (1974) endorsed General Assembly resolu
tion 3212 (XXIX), thereby giving it mandatory effect. The 
Security Council further called upon the parties concerned 
to implement the said resolution as soon as possible, and 
requested the Secretary-General to report to the Security 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth 
Session, Annexes, agenda item 110. 

2 Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 125. 

Annexes (XXXI) 118 
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Council on the progress of the implementation. Further, on 
13 December 1975, the Security Council by its resolution 
383 (1975), noting that General Assembly resolution 
3395 (XXX) of 20 November 1975 reaffirmed the urgent 
need for continued efforts for the effective implementation 
in all its parts of General Assembly resolution 3212 (XXIX) 
of I November 1974, which was endorsed by the Security 
Council in its resolution 365 (1974) of 13 December 1974, 
reaffirmed, inter alia, its resolutions 365 (1974) of 13 
December 1974 and 367 (1975) of 12 March 1975, and 
called for their urgent and effective implementation. In 
addition, in resolution 391 (1976) adopted on 15 June 
1976, the Security Council reaffirmed once again its 
resolution 365 (1974) of 13 December 1974 by which it 
had endorsed General Assembly resolution 3212 (XXIX) 
and called once again for their urgent and effective 
implementation and that of its resolution 367 (I 975). 

4. It may be recalled that General Assembly resolution 
3212 (XXIX) provided, inter alia, for the following: 

(a) The respect of the sovereignty, independence, terri
torial integrity and non-alignment of the Republic of 
Cyprus; 

(b) The speedy withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
Cyprus; 

(c) The return of all refugees to their homes under 
conditions of safety; 

(d) The conduct of meaningful negotiations with the 
good offices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
with a view to reaching freely a mutually acceptable 
political settlement. 

5. In resolution 3395 (XXX), as stated above, the 
General Assembly reaffirmed resolution 3212 (XXIX) and 
in paragraph 3 demanded the withdrawal without further 
delay of all foreign armed forces from the Republic of 
Cyprus and the cessation of all foreign interference in its 
affairs, whereas in paragraph 4 it called for the voluntary 
return of all refugees to their homes in safety and in 
paragraph 6 it urged all parties to refrain from unilateral 
actions in contravention of its resolution 3212 (XXIX), 
including changes in the demographic structure of Cyprus. 

6. Despite the repeated calls by the United Nations for 
the implementation of its resolutions on Cyprus, Turkey 
arbitrarily refuses to comply with their provisions, com
pletely ignoring even resolution 3212 (XXIX) which she 
herself voted for. The non-implementation of the United 
Nations resolutions is the gist of the problem. 

7. The picture Cyprus now presents continues to be grim 
and its component elements remain the 200,000 refugees; 
the thousands of parents and relatives of those killed in 
cold blood and of those missing and unaccounted for; the 
international crime of the invasion, the continuing occupa
tion of nearly 40 per cent of the territory of Cyprus and 
the illegal presence in Cyprus of 40,000 Turkish troops, 
with the untold misery which they cause to the Cypriot 
people, Greek and Turkish alike. These in broad lines 
constitute the continuing drama of the Cypriot people to 
whom pain, suffering and agony have sadly become a way 

of life. Beyond these, certain ominous developments and 
actions by Turkey have further aggravated the situation. 

8. These developments and actions are, on the one hand, 
the stalemate in the intercommunal talks, as a result of the 
deliberately negative and dilatory attitude of the Turkish 
side and, on the other, the systematic creation of faits 
accomplis by Turkey which, in the pursuit of her parti
tionist and annexationist plans, is expelling from the area of 
the Republic under Turkish military occupation the remain
ing indigenous Greek Cypriot population and colonizes this 
area by massive importation of tens of thousands of 
mainland Turks, in sheer violation of the above-mentioned 
United Nations resolutions, of the 1949 Geneva Conven
tions and of every norm of international humanitarian law. 

9. In accordance with the above resolutions, the Greek 
Cypriot side participated in five rounds of negotiations, 
guided by its desire to build the future of Cyprus on sound 
foundations which will ensure for the people of Cyprus, 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots alike, lasting peace, progress 
and development, and submitted concrete proposals for the 
solution of the Cyprus problem. Objective observers 
acknowledge that these proposals are reasonable and 
constructive. They provide for an independent, sovereign, 
territorially integral and non-aligned Cyprus, the exclusion 
of enosis or partition under a federal structure of state. 
They also provide that the Turkish Cypriot community, 
which represents 18 per cent of the island's population (and 
owns 13.8 per cent of the land) will be accorded the 
administration of 20 per cent of the territory of the 
Republic. 

10. While the Turkish side pays lip service in support of 
the intercommunal talks, its continuing aggressive actions 
against Cyprus and its over-all record in the intercommunal 
negotiations clearly indicate its intent to render them 
devoid of any substance and meaning. Turkey is using the 
talks to neutralize any other initiative which could con
tribute to a just solution of the problem. In their efforts to 
prolong and consolidate their military stranglehold over the 
occupied northern part of Cyprus, Ankara and the Turkish 
Cypriot leadership are constantly evading their commit
ment to submit concrete proposals on all aspects of the 
Cyprus problem and particularly on the territorial issue. 

II . The Cyprus Government views the negotiations as 
the best available means for a peaceful, just and viable 
solution and approaches the talks in a positive manner and 
in a spirit of goodwill. For the talks, however, to be 
meaningful and constructive as provided by the relevant 
United Nations resolutions, they should be conducted in 
good faith and on the basis of the specific commitments 
undertaken in Vienna last February. 

12. At the fifth round of the intercommunal talks held 
at Vienna in February 1976, it was agreed that the two 
sides should exchange within a fixed time-limit concrete 
proposals on all aspects of the Cyprus problem. The Greek 
Cypriot side considered this development as encouraging 
and, faithful to its undertaking, submitted within the 
prescribed period concrete and constructive proposals on all 
aspects of the Cyprus problem namely, territory, federation 
and the powers and functions of the central government 
(vide para. 9 above). 
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13. The Turkish Cypriot leadership, however, acting 
under Ankara's direction, refused under various pretexts to 
adhere to its commitment and failed to submit concrete 
proposals on the territorial aspect, recalcitrantly still 
refusing to do so. 

14. At the third round of the intercommunal talks held 
in Vienna in August 1975, a humanitarian agreement had 
been reached according to which the Turkish Cypriots who 
remained in the government controlled areas would be 
allowed to move to the north and the Greek Cypriots who 
remained in the areas of the Republic occupied by the 
Turkish army would be free to stay there and be given 
every facility to lead a normal life. Not a single paragraph 
of this agreement has been respected or implemented by 
the Turkish side. Ankara, having secured all the provisions 
of the agreement which were in her favour, has thrown on 
the wayside and violated the rest of them. Not only has 
Turkey refused to allow the Greek Cypriots to lead a 
normal life but on the contrary she has been expelling them 
daily from the occupied area through methods of intimida· 
tion, oppression and brute force. 

15. Coupled with the forcible expulsion of the indige
nous Greek Cypriot inhabitants of the occupied north is the 
anachronistic and repugnant international crime of the 
systematic colonization of the invaded Cypriot territory, 
through the massive transfer of mainland Turks and their 
settlement in the ancestral homes and lands of those 
expelled, with the all-too-obvious aim of altering the 
demographic character of Cyprus. This abhorrent practice 

removes the prospect and narrows the margin of optimism 
for a peaceful settlement of the Cyprus problem. 

16. By the expulsions and colonization and other faits 
accomplis, Ankara is attempting to complete its plans for 
the partition of Cyprus and for the de facto annexation at 
an opportune moment of the occupied area. In an effort to 
avert pressures from the international commumty for the 
return of the refugees to their homes and for a just 
settlement of the territorial aspect of the Cyprus problem. 
Turkey terms these faits accomplis as "new reaht1es" and 
asks the world community to accept them as such. 

17. In addition, Turkey has been even threatening the 
complete occupation of the island. Notably, the Turkish 
Cypriot leaders have in various speeches referred to the 
areas of the Republic not under Turkish military occupa
tion as the "unliberated Turkish areas" and the Turkish 
Prime Minister declared on 8 May 1976 that "Turkey can 
occupy the whole of the island at any time". 

18. In the circumstances described above there is defi
nitely no alternative course to solution than the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolutions 3212 (XXIX) and 
3395 (XXX). It is, therefore, once again incumbent upon 
the General Assembly to take appropriate steps to this end, 
and forcefully to support action by the Security Council 
for the effective and long overdue implementation of the 
aforesaid resolutions in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Charter. 

DOCUMENT A/31/322 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. In letters dated 20 and 26 July 1976 (A/31/143 and 
Add.!), the Charge d'affaires ad interim of the Permanent 
Mission of Cyprus to the United Nations requested the 
inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly of the item entitled "Question of 
Cyprus". 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the General 
Committee, decided to include the item in the agenda and 
to consider it directly in plenary meetings on the under
standing that it would, when considering the item, invite 
the Special Political Committee to meet for the purpose of 
affording representatives of the Cypriot communities an 
opportunity to take the floor in the Committee in order to 
express their views, and that the Assembly would then 
resume its consideration of the item, taking into account 
the report of the Special Political Committee. 

3. At its 57th plenary meeting, on 8 November, the 
General Assembly decided to invite the Special Political 

[Original: English j 
[9 NoJ>ember 1976/ 

Committee to meet on 9 November for the purpose of 
hearing the views of the representatives of the Cypriot 
communities. The Assembly also decided that verbatim 
records should be kept of those meetings of the Committee. 
Furthermore, the Assembly decided that it would resume 
its consideration of the item on 10 November (see 
A/SPC/31 /5). 

4. In accordance with the above-mentioned decision of 
the General Assembly, the Special Political Committee held 
a meeting on 9 November, in the course of which it heard a 
statement by Mr. Tassos Papadopoulos, representative of 
the Greek Cypriot community. The text of this statement is 
reproduced in the verbatim record of the meeting (A/SPC/ 
31/PV.l6). 

5. At the same meeting, the Committee, bearing in mind 
the decision of the General Assembly to resume considera
tion of the item on I 0 November, decided to submit a 
report immediately to the Assembly in accordance with the 
decision mentioned in paragraph 2 above. 
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DOCUMENT A/3l/L.l7 AND ADD.l* 

Algeria, Ghana, Guyana, India, Mali, Sri Lanka, Swaziland and Yugoslavia:· draft resolution 

[Original: English/ 
[11 November 1976/ 

The General Assembly, 1. Reaffirms its resolutions 3212 (XXIX) of 1 November 
1974 and 3395 (XXX) of 20 November 1975; 

Haring considered the question of Cyprus, 
2. Demands the urgent implementation of the above

mentioned resolutions; Deep(y concerned over the prolongation of the Cyprus 
crisis, which endangers international peace and security, 

3. Calls upon all parties concerned to co-operate fully 
with the Secretary-General in this regard; Reiterating its full support for the sovereignty, indepen

dence, territorial integrity and non-alignment of the Repub
lic of Cyprus, and calling once again for the cessation of all 
foreign interference in its affairs, 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide his good offices for the negotiations between the 
representatives of the two communities; 

Deep(v regretting that the United Nations resolutions on 
Cyprus have not yet been implemented, 

5. Expresses the hope that the Security Council will 
consider appropriate steps for the implementation of its 
resolution 365 (1974) of 13 December 1974; 

Mindful of the need to solve the problem of Cyprus 
without further delay by peaceful means in accordance 
with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
Umted Nations, 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to follow up the 
implementation of the present resolution and report there
on to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session; 

*Document A/31/L.l7/Add.l of 12 November 1976 was issued 
to add Ghana, Sri Lanka and Swaziland to the list of sponsors of the 
draft resolution. 

7. Decides to include the item entitled "Question of 
Cyprus" in the provisional agenda of its thirty-second 
session. 

Document No. 

A/31/261 

A/31/265-S/ 12209 

A/31/267 

A/31/289 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 61 st plenary meeting, on 10 November 1976, the General Assembly took note 
of the report of the Special Political Committee (A/31 /322) (see decision 31/4033). 

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 12 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a 
recorded vote of 94 to 1, with 27 abstentions, adopted draft resolution A/31/L.l7 and 
Add.l. For the final text, see resolution 31/12.3 

3 Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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A/31/290 Letter dated 27 October 1976 from the Presid~nt of the General As,embly Ditto 
to the representative of Turkey 

A/31/296 Letter dated 28 October 1976 from the representative of Turkey to the Ditto 
President of the General Assembly 
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DOCUMENT A/31/191 

Papua New Guinea: request for the inclusion of a supplementary item in the agenda of the thirty-fust session 

On behalf of the group of Commonwealth countries in 
the United Nations, and in accordance with instructions 
from our respective Governments, I have the honour, as 
Chairman of the group for the month of August, to request, 
pursuant to rule 14 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly, the inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly of an item entitled 
"Observer status for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the 
United Nations". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, an 
explanatory memorandum concerning this request is 
enclosed. 

(Signed) Paulias MATANE 
Permanent Representative of Papua New Guinea 

to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. Faithful to the purposes that inspired its creation, the United 
Nations since its inception has sought to maintain international 
peace and security, to develop friendly relations among nations 
based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self· 
determination of peoples and to achieve international co-operation 
in the economic, social, cultural and other ftelds. The Com· 
monwealth Secretariat, which was established in 1965 as a visible 
symbol of the spirit of co-operation which animates member 
countries of the Commonwealth, is dedicated to these same goals 

[Original: English] 
[ 13 August 1976] 

and objectives and to the service of the international community in 
furthering them. In the Declaration of Commonwealth Principles, 
adopted at their meeting in Singapore on 22 January 1971, 
Commonwealth Heads of Government solemnly declared that 
international peace and order are essential to the security and 
prosperity of mankind and that they therefore support the United 
Nations and seek to strengthen its influence for peace in the world 
and its efforts to remove the causes of tension between nations. 

2. The membership of the Commonwealth consists of the 
following 36 nations: Australia, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Botswana, Canada, Cyprus, Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, 
India, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, 
Nauru, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tonga, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Western Samoa and Zambia. 

3. As the central co-ordinating body for Commonwealth inter· 
relationship, the Secretariat is a major agency for multilateral 
communication between Commonwealth Governments. It promotes 
wide-ranging consultations between Commonwealth Governments, 
organizes meetings and conferences of Heads of Government, of 
ministers and of government officials from Commonwealth coun
tries, and puts into effect decisions for collective action and, in 
particular, for programmes of multilateral co-operation among its 
members. 

4. The Secretariat's activities cover international affairs, both 
political and economic, information, food production and rural 
development, applied studies in government, education, legal, 
medical and scientific matters. It also administers the Com· 
monwealth Youth Programme and the Commonwealth Fund for 
Technical Co-operation, the technical assistance arm of the 
Secretariat. 
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5. Since the time of its establishment, the Secretariat has been 
guided by the mandate enshrined in its Agreed Memorandum "to 
keep in touch with the various United Nations agencies whose work 
in Commonwealth countries wtll on occasion be of direct concern to 
it". The implementation of this mandate has steadily expanded as 
over the years the work of the Secretariat has developed into fields 
where contacts with other international agencies have been found 
both useful and necessary. Thus the Secretariat, during the first 
decade of its existence, established and maintained contacts through 
a variety of formal and semi-formal liaison arrangements with the 
following specialized agencies of the United Nations system: F AO, 
UNESCO, WHO, IMF, IBRD, IMCO, GATT. On a variety of 
occasions the Commonwealth Secretariat has sought and was 
granted observer status at specialized United Nations conferences. 

6. Major international issues relevant to the work of the United 
Nations in the political, economic, soCial and humanitarian fields 
constitute a pronunent part of the work of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat. Racism and colonialism in southern Africa and else
where, intt:rnational sanctions against Rhodesia, and specific prob
lems such as the Cyprus situation, the Middle East, the Indian Ocean 

and the establishment of the new international economic order, are 
some of the important issues under continuing consideration by the 
Secretariat. In all these matters the Secretariat seeks to function in 
furtherance of United Nations objectives and in the service of 
United Nations decisions. 

7. Member countries of the Commonwealth believe that closer 
working relationships between the Commonwealth Secretariat and 
the United Nations will advance and strengthen the endeavours of 
both organizations in all areas of common activities. Consequently, 
Commonwealth Governments have decided to seek observer status 
for the Commonwealth Secretariat at the General Assembly of the 
United Nations and, for this purpose, to request the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly of a 
supplementary item entitled "Observer status for the Com
monwealth Secretariat at the United Nations". 

8. The States members of the Commonwealth trust that their 
desire to make more effective the CO-Qperation between the 
Commonwealth Secretariat and the United Nations will be wel
comed by the United Nations membership. 

DOCUMENT A/31/L.2 AND ADD. I* 

Australia, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Botswana, Canada, Cyprus, Fiji, Gambia, 
Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, 
Mauritius, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia: draft 
resolution 

I Original: English] 
/11 October 1976] 

The General Assembly, 

Noting the desire of the States members of the Commonwealth for co-operation 
between the United Nations and the Commonwealth Secretariat, 

1. Decides to invite the Commonwealth Secretariat to participate in the sessions and 
the work of the General Assembly and of its subsidiary organs in the capacity of observer; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary action to implement the 
present resolution. 

*Document N31/L.2/ Add.l of 12 October 1976 was issued to add Seychelles to the list of 
sponsors of the draft resolution. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 33rd plenary meeting, on 18 October 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
draft resolution A/3l/L.2 and Add.l. For the final text, see Official Records of the 
General Assembl_v. Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. resolution 31/3. 

-·- ·-----------------------------------------
Litho in United Nations, N~w York 76-36606 -April 1977-·2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/193 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand: request for the inclusion of a supplementary 
item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Letter dated 19 August 197 6 from the representatives of 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand to the Secretary-General 

We have the honour to request, under rule 14 of the rules 
of procedure of the General Assembly, the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of an item entitled 
"Co-operation and assistance in the application and im
provement of mass communications for social progress and 
development". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of 
the General Assembly, an explanatory memorandum and a 
draft resolution are attached. 

(Signed) August MARPAUNG 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Indonesia 

to the United Nations 
Anthony YEO 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Malaysia 
to the United Nations 

Narciso G. REYES 
Permanent Representative of the Philippines 

to the United Nations 
T. T. B. KOH 

Permanent Representative of Singapore 
to the United Nations 

Pracha GUNA-KASSEM 
Permanent Representative of Thailand 

to the United Nations 

ANNEX I 

[Original: English/ 
[20 August 1976/ 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. The processes of social and economic development require 
mass participatiOn. Mass participatiOn tmphes three thmgs. Ftrst, it 
tmplies that the members of a society possess adequate knowledge 
about the development plans, policies and priorities of their 
Government. Second, it implies motivation on the part of the 
population towards the development goals. Thtrd, tt implie' 
appropriate actions on the part of the population so that the 
development goals may be achieved. 

2. The means provided by mass communication system' con
stitute useful, perhaps even essential, instruments whtch would help 
to achieve the desired goals in social progress and economic 
development. These goals cannot be achieved Without the medtum 
to convey the message. Mass communications can prov1de the media 
through whtch the requistte knowledge and ideas are transmitted to 
the people. Such kn01~ledge and ideas will create greater awareness 
and stimulate a desire on the part of the people to improve their 
social and economic conditions. The med1a prov1ded by mass 
communications can also serve as channels for dialogue between the 
people and their Government. Therefore, mass communications are 
a vital factor in the promotion and integration of economic and 
social development. 

3. The developed countries possess advanced technology in mass 
communications. For the most part, the developing countnes do not 
possess such advanced technology. In a world of growmg inter
dependence among nations and in the establishment of a new 
international economic order inttJated at the seventh special session 
of the General Assembly, the sponsors recognize that there should 
be a proper balance between the developmg and the developed 
countnes through the sharing and transfer of technology and 
knowledge in the field of mass communications, as well as in other 
areas. The field of mass communicatwns is one area where 
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developed countries can give more effective assistance to developing 
countries m the latter's efforts to accelerate thetr development. The 
Umted Nations IS the Ideal forum to faCJhtate such co-operation 
between the developed and the developing countnes, as well as 
among the developmg countnes themselves. With all these consld
eratwm 111 mind, the spomors 'uggcst that the General Assembly 
place on the agenda the 1 tem: "Co-opcratwn and assistance m the 
apphcation and Improvement of mass commumcations for social 
progress and development". 

4. The present propo>al IS to request the Secretary-General, with 
the assistance of Membe1 States, the specialized agencie' and 
interested non-governmental orgamzations, to prepare a study on 
co-operation and ass1stance in the applicatwn and improvement of 
mass commumcations for social progress and development. The 
spomor' of the proposal would also like to request the Secretary
General to mdude 111 his study a com1deration of the feasibihty of 
establishmg a ne\\ programme, withm the existing Umted Nations 
system, which\\ ould mclude the following: 

(a) Grants of fellowships to per,ons from the developing coun
tries to pursue 111 advanced countnes studies and traimng in the field 
of rna" communiCation>; 

(b) AdviCe to be pven to devclopmg countncs by experts to assist 
m the development of thetr mass commumcations systems: 

(c) Provision of funds for estabhshmg and improvmg mass 
communication' 'Y'tcms 111 developing countries and for the 
support of other 111ternatwnal projects 111 this field; 

(d) PromotiOn of cultural and scientific exchanges through the 
shanng of Ideas, techmqucs and experience,. 

(e) Conducting of research studies on the effects of mass 
communicatiOns on society: 

(f) Co-ordmation of activities w1thm the United Nations system 
111 the field of mass communicatiOn,, takmg into account the work 
bemg done m this field by non-United Nations bodies. 

ANNEX II 

Draft resolution 

The General Assembly, 

Recallmg Its resolutions 3140 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and 
3275 (XXIX) of I 0 December 1974 and convmced that the 

development of natwnal communications systems Will play an 
important role in the promotwn of opportumties for the peoples of 
the developing natwns to participate fully in national development 
and in the promotion of international co-operation, including the 
efforts to achieve the goals of the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade, 

Further recalling Its re,olution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 
1973 and convinced that the improvement of mass communicatiOns 
systems will greatly help preserve and enhance the cultural values of 
a country and will be one of the most efficient methods for 
transmittmg scientific and technological knowledge and the cultural 
values of a country, 

Desirous that the benefits of co-operation and assistance in the 
application and improvement of mass communications for social 
progress and development be considered with a view to dissemi
nating those benefits to all countries regardless of theu stage' of 
economic and social development, 

Emphasizing that co-operation and assistance from the developed 
countnes m the commumcations field can contribute towards 
decrcasmg the gap in the economic and social development of 
nations, 

Acknowledging the Important contributions made by the spe
cialized agencies of the United Nations to developing countries in 
fhe field of mass communications, 

Convinced that consideration of this new Item will pave the way 
for Improved mternatwnal co-operation m the field of mass 
commumcatwns, 

I. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance of Member 
States, the specialized agencies and interested non-governmental 
organizations havmg consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council, to prepare a study on "Co-operatwn and assistance 
in the applicatwn and improvement of mass communications for 
social progress and development", which would include a suggestion 
of prionties and a summary of the work already done in this field, 
and to submit the study to the General Assembly at Jts thirty
second sc,sion; 

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to include in the 
provisional agenda of the thirty-second session of the General 
Assembly the item entitled "Co-operation and assistance 111 fhe 
applicatiOn and improvement of mass commumcations for social 
progress and development". 

DOCUMENT A/31/434 

Report of the Third Committee 

1. The item entitled "Co-operation and assistance in the 
application and improvement of mass communications for 
social progress and development" was included in the draft 
agenda of the thirty-first session on the basis of a request 
contained in a letter dated 19 August 1976 from the 
representatives of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand to the Secretary-General 
(A/31/193). 

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee. 

3. The Committee considered this item at its 77th 
meeting, on 10 December 1976. The views expressed by the 

[Original: English} 
[ 15 December 1976/ 

representatives of Member States and of the specialized 
agencies are contained in the summary record of that 
meeting. 

4. At that meeting, the representative of Indonesia 
introduced a revised draft resolution entitled "Co-operation 
and assistance in the application and improvement of mass 
communications for social progress and development" 
(A/C.3/31/L.46/Rev.l ), sponsored by Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The text of the 
revised draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 1778 (XVII) of 7 December 
1962 and convinced that the development of national 
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communications systems will play an important role in 
the promotion of opportunities for the peoples of the 
developing nations to participate fully in national de
velopment and in the promotion of international co
operation, including the efforts to achieve the goals of the 
International Development Strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade and the establish
ment of a new international economic order, 

"Further recalling its resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 
December 1973 and convinced that the improvement of 
mass communications systems will greatly help preserve 
and enhance the cultural values of a country and will be 
one of the most efficient methods for transmitting 
scientific and technological knowledge and the cultural 
values of a country, 

"Desirous that the benefits of co-operation and as
sistance in the application and improvement of mass 
communications for social progress and development be 
considered with a view to disseminating those benefits to 
all countries regardless of their stages of economic and 
social development, 

"Acknowledging the important contributions made and 
the significant roles being played by the specialized 
agencies of the United Nations, by intergovernmental 
organizations, regional economic and social commissions, 
non-governmental organizations, and regional communi
cation media training and research institutions in assisting 
developing countries in the field of mass communications, 

"Noting with appreciation the decisions taken by the 
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its nineteenth 
session in the field of communication, 

"Convinced that consideration of co-operation and 
assistance in the application and improvement of mass 
communications for social progress and development will 
pave the way for improved international co-operation in 
the field of mass communications, 

"I. Invites the Governments of the developing coun
tries to give due regard to the strengthening of their 
communication system within the framework of their 
over-all development plans; 

"2. Requests the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization to continue and intensify 
its programme for the development of communication 
systems; 

"3. Requests the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
in co-operation with the United Nations, the specialized 
agencies concerned and other interested organizations, to 
report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session 
on progress achieved in the development of communi
cation systems, which report will be used as a basis for 
discussion at that session of the General Assembly; 

"4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly the item 
entitled "Co-operation and assistance in the application 

and improvement of mass communications for social 
progress and development" and to consider this item at 
that session as a matter of priority." 

5. At the same meeting, during an exchange of views the 
representatives of Morocco, Nigeria and Jamaica brought 
forward a number of suggestions for changes in the text. 
The representative of Indonesia, on behalf of the sponsors, 
revised the draft as follows: 

(a) The title of the draft resolution and of the item, in 
operative paragraph 4, were revised to read: "Co-operation 
and assistance in the application and improvement of 
national information and mass communication systems for 
social progress and development"; 

(b) In the first preambular paragraph, the words "de
velopment of national communications systems" were 
replaced by "establishment and/or development of national 
information and mass communication systems"; 

(c) In the second and third preambular paragraphs, the 
words "improvement of mass communications system" 
were replaced by "establishment and/or improvement of 
national information and mass communication systems"; 

(d) In the fifth preambular paragraph, the word "rele
vant" was inserted before "decisions" and the word 
"communication" was replaced by the words "mass com
munications"; 

(e) In the sixth preambular paragraph the words "co
operation and assistance in the application and improve
ment of mass communications" were replaced by "ways 
and means of achieving the application and improvement of 
national information and mass communication systems"; 

(f) In operative paragraph I, the words "strengthening of 
their communication system" were replaced by "establish
ment and/or strengthening of their national mass com
munication systems"; 

(g) In operative paragraph 2, the words "communication 
systems" were replaced by "mass communication systems, 
especially for the benefit of developing countries"; 

(h) In operative paragraph 3, the word "mass" was added 
before "communication". 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft 
resolution A/C .3/31/L.46/Rev.l, as orally revised, without 
a vote. [For the text, see para. 7 below./ 

Recommendation of the Third Committee 

7. The Third Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolution. 

Co-operation and assistance in the application and improve
ment of national information and mass communication 
systems for social progress and development 

17ze General Assembly, 
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Recalling its resolution 1778 (XVII) of 7 December 1962 
and convinced that the establishment and/or development 
of national information and mass communication systems 
will play an important role in the promotion of oppor
tunities for the peoples of the developing nations to 
participate fully in national development and in the 
promotion of international co-operation, including the 
efforts to achieve the goals of the International Develop
ment Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade and the establishment of the new international 
economic order, 

Further recalling its resolution 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 
December 1973 and convinced that the establishment 
and/or improvement of national information and mass 
communication systems will greatly help preserve and 
enhance the cultural values of a country and will be one of 
the most efficient methods for transmitting scientific and 
technological knowledge and the cultural values of a 
country, 

Desirous that the benefits of co-operation and assistance 
in the application and the establishment and/or improve
ment of national information and mass communication 
systems for social progress and development be considered 
with a view to disseminating those benefits to all countries 
regardless of their stages of economic and social develop
ment, 

Acknowledging the important contributions made and 
the significant roles being played by the specialized 
agencies, intergovernmental organizations, regional eco
nomic and social commissions, non-governmental organi
zations and regional communication media training and 
research institutions in assisting developing countries in the 
field of mass communications, 

Noting with appreciation the relevant decisions taken by 
the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its nineteenth 
session in the field of mass communications, 

Convinced that consideration of ways and means of 
achieving the application and improvement of national 
information and mass communication systems for social 
progress and development will pave the way for improved 
international co-operation in the field of mass communi
cations, 

1. Invites the Governments of the developing countries 
to give due regard to the establishment and/or strengthen
ing of their national mass communication systems within 
the framework of their over-all development plans; 

2. Requests the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Oiganization to continue and intensify its 
programme for the development of mass communication 
systems, especially for the benefit of developing countries; 

3. Requests the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in co
operation with the United Nations, the specialized agencies 
concerned and other interested organizations, to report to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-third session on progress 
achieved in the development of mass communication 
systems, which report will be used as a basis for discussion 
at that session of the Assembly; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty-third session the item entitled "Co-operation and 
assistance in the application and improvement of national 
information and mass communication systems for social 
progress and development" and to consider it at that 
session as a matter of priority. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/C.3/31/L.46 

At its 1 02nd plenary meeting, on 16 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee in its report (A/31/434, para. 7). 
For the final text, see resolution 31/139. 1 

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents relating to agenda item 120 which are 
not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or description 

Draft resolution 

Observations and references 

Replaced by A/C.3/31/L.46/ 
Rev.! 

A/C.3/31/L.46/Rev.I Revised draft resolu tton For the sponsors and the text, 
see A/31/434, para. 4 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76-36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENTS A/31/195 AND ADD.1 AND 2 

Bangladesh: request for the inclusion of a supplementary item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

DOCUMENT A/31/195 

Letter dated 21 August 1976 from the representative 
of Bangladesh to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English/ 
[23 August 1976/ 

Upon instructions from the Government of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh I have the honour to request, under 
rule 14 of the rules of procedure, the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly 
of a supplementary item entitled "Question of unilateral 
diversion of waters of the international river Ganges, in 
contravention of all international laws and regulations and 
traditional usages and in violation of solemn pledges on the 
use of such waters". 

An explanatory memorandum in accordance with rule 20 
of the rules of procedure will be submitted soon. 

(Signed) Khwaja Mohammed KAISER 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh 

to the United Nations 

DOCUMENTA/31/195/ADD.1 

Letter dated 26 August 1976 from the representative 
of Bangladesh to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English/ 
[26 August 1976/ 

Further to my letter of 21 August 1976 (A/31/195) 
regarding the inclusion of a supplementary item in the 
agenda of the thirty-first ~ession of the Grneral A-;semhly, T 

have the honour to transmit herewith the explanatory 
memorandum in accordance with rule 20 of the rules of 
procedure. 

(Signed) Khwaja Mohammed KAISER 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh 

to the United Nations 

ANNEX 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. The rivers of Bangladesh constitute a major resource for the 
country. The economic weJI-being and, indeed, the very survival of 
the people of Bangladesh are inextricably linked with the life-giving 
waters of its rivers. 

2. The river Ganges in particular serves about 37 per cent 
(20,000 square miles) of the total area and one third of the 
population of Bangladesh, some 25 million people. 

3. Bangladesh today is faced with a problem of crisis propor
tions. This has resulted from the construction, and actual operation 
from June 1975, by India of a barrage across the river Ganges at 
Farakka. 11 miles (17 kilometre~) up-stream from its border with 
Bangladesh, diverting the flow of the river Ganges to the extent of 
three fourths of its dry season flow, into the river Hooghly in India. 
The ostensible purpose of this diversion of waters is to flush out 
deposits of silt in the river Hooghly to improve the navigability of 
the port of Calcutta. 

4. The adverse consequences of the Indian withdrawals of Ganges 
water at Farakka on Bangladesh, the lower riparian, have been 
immediate. The impact has been devastating and will worsen with 
time. 

5. Most of the water available to Bangladesh through surface 
water in the rivers and precipitation within its territory is 
conc<;ntrated in the monsoon period from June to October. The 
flows in the rivers are significantly low during the other months, 
when rainfall is also scarce. There is, therefore, the problem of 
lh>t>d' durinp the rn0nsoon period and <.rarcity of water during the 

Annexes (XXXI) 121 
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remaining long dry period. Water supplies are particularly needed 
during this dry period from November to May for agriculture, 
domestic and industrial purposes, for maintaining river depths, for 
sustaining fishery and forestry and for keeping in check inland 
penetration of sea water from the Bay of Bengal. Major use of this 
water is needed for agriculture, which supports 80 per cent of the 
population. The overriding development priority is to maximize the 
production of food crops during this dry period by extending 
perennial irrigation facilities. Given Bangladesh's high density of 
population and current level of food production, insufficient to 
sustain even the very low per capita consumption of 14 ounces per 
day, the importance of these water supplies cannot be over
emphasized. With adequate water, the cropped area in this region 
could be more than doubled and, with proper irrigation facilities, 
diversification and rotation, the entire agricultural economy trans
formed to meet the needs of the people. 

6. India's unilateral diversion of the Ganges waters has not only 
blocked this vital potential; it has had unprecedented ecological and 
economic consequences on Bangladesh with a built-in multiplier 
effect. In the dry season of 1976 the level and discharge of the 
Ganges River waters fell below the minimum ever observed and 
recorded during the dry season. Huge shoals have formed in the 
river, thereby increasing flood hazards in the monsoon. Irrigation 
facilities, particularly by pumps and shallow and even deep 
tube-wells, have been hampered and pumps rendered inoperative. 
Some 400,000 acres of agricultural land have been affected owing to 
lack of water and soil moisture deficiency. Rice production fell by 
some 236,000 tons. River navigation was disrupted. Fishery, 
forestry and livestock resources have been severely depleted. The 
level of salinity has increased, particularly in the distributory rivers 
south-west of Bangladesh, seriously jeopardizing power and agricul
tural production. Shortage of potable water was acute in many 
districts. The drastic reduction in the dry-season flow of the Ganges 
in Bangladesh and consequent increased coastal saline water 
encroachment has affected the whole environment and ecology of 
the region. 

7. The adverse effects of the Farakka project on Bangladesh were 
anticipated as early as 1951, when India's plan to divert Ganges 
water was reported in the newspapers. A series of protracted 
negotiations at the official level between the two countries and an 
exchange of voluminous technical data followed with little result. In 
the meantime, India started construction of the barrage in 1961 and 
completed it in 1975. 

8. The Government of Bangladesh took up the matter with the 
Government of India at the technical, official and ministerial levels. 
The Government of India at various times gave the solemn assurance 
that, before the Farakka Barrage was operated, a mutually satis
factory solution of the problem would be arrived at. 

9. In April 1975, the Indian Government pointed out that, while 
discussions regarding allocation of water were continuing, it was 
essential to run the feeder canal of the Farakka Barrage during the 
remaining lean period of the year. In good faith and in a spirit of 
goodwill, Bangladesh agreed under an interim agreement dated 18 
April 1975 to the request of the Government of India to test-run 
the Farakka feeder canal for the specified period from 21 April to 
31 May 1975 with discharges varying from 11,000 to 16,000 cusecs. 
In this agreement, there was no provision for any withdrawal 
beyond 31 May 1975. However, India continued to operate the 
feeder canal even after this date to its full capacity of 40,000 cusecs 
without any consultation with or the concurrence of Bangladesh. 

10. In spite of explicit agreements and ignoring repeated requests 
to settle the matter, India has continued unilaterally to withdraw a 
large volume of water from the river Ganges. 

11. Bangladesh has made all possible efforts to solve the dispute 
with India in a spirit of friendship and good-neighbourly relations. 
Bilateral negotiations have spread over a quarter century. Volu
minous correspondence has been exchanged. Numerous meetings at 
all levels have taken place, but the demand for more data and 
further studies by India continues to proliferate, adding to the 
burden of those already existing, and no agreed solution appears in 
sight. 

12. Despite 25 years of discussion, the barrage became a fait 
accompli. It was commissioned. Notwithstanding all the meetings, 
all the studies, all the explicit undertakings and expressed good 
intentions, the waters continue to be withdrawn to the grave 
detriment of the welfare of the people of Bangladesh. 

13. Bangladesh has brought the issue of the Ganges water dispute 
to the attention of the General Assembly in ·consonance with Article 
14 of the Charter of the United Nations. Such a situation directly 
threatens the economic sovereignty of Bangladesh. It has adversely 
affected friendly relations between India and Bangladesh and has a 
direct bearing on the economic welfare of millions of people in 
Bangladesh. Failure to resolve this issue expeditiously and satis
factorily carries with it the potential threat of conflict affecting 
peace and security in the area and the region as a whole. 

DOCUMENT A/31/195/ADD.2 

Letter dated 8 September 1976 from the representative 
of Bangladesh to the Secretary-General 

[Original: English] 
[8 September 1976] 

I have the honour to refer to my letter dated 21 August 
1976 (A/31/195) concerning the inclusion in the agenda of 
the thirty-first session of the General Assembly of a 
supplementary item entitled "Question of unilateral diver
sion of waters of the international river Ganges, in 
contravention of all international laws and regulations and 
traditional usages and in violation of solemn pledges on the 
use of such waters" and to request, on instructions from 
my Government, that the title of the proposed item should 
read as follows: "Situation arising out of unilateral with
drawal of Ganges waters at Farakka ". 

I should appreciate it if this letter could be circulated as 
an official document of the General Assembly. 

(Signed) Khwaja Mohammed KAISER 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh 

to the United Nations 

DOCUMENT A/31/359 

Report of the Special Political Committee 

1. In letters dated 21 and 26 August and 8 September 
1976 (A/31 /195 and Add.1 and 2), the representative of 
Bangladesh requested the inclusion of a supplementary item 

[Original: English] 
[26 November 1976] 

entitled "Situation ansmg out of unilateral withdrawal of 
Ganges waters at Farakka" in the agenda of the thirty-first 
session. 
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2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1976, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, decided to include the item in its 
agenda and to allocate it to the Special Political Committee. 

3. The Special Political Committee considered the item 
at its 20th, 21st and 27th meetings, on 15, 16 and 24 
November 1976. 

4. At its 20th meeting, the Special Political Committee 
heard a statement by the representative of Bangladesh, who 
introduced a draft resolution (A/SPC/31/L.B) which read as 
follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered item 121 of its agenda, 

"Mindful of its responsibilities under Article 14 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

"Bearing in mind that a dispute has arisen between 
Bangladesh and India over the diversion of waters of the 
international river Ganges upstream of Bangladesh 
through the construction and operation, since 1975, of 
the Farakka Barrage in India, 

"Recognizing the urgency of the situation particularly 
with the onset of another dry season starting in 
November, 

"Desirous of preventing the situation created by the 
dispute from impairing friendly relations between the two 
countries, 

"1. Calls upon the parties concerned in the interest of 
peace and prosperity of the region to arrive at an 
immediate resolution of the dispute arising from the 
diversion of the Ganges river waters; 

"2. Recognizes that an immediate resolution of the 
dispute is an essential prerequisite for a future permanent 
settlement; 

"3. Recommends that, in the meantime, no unilateral 
action be taken that would adversely affect the historical 
and traditional usages of the Ganges river waters; 

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to assist the parties 
concerned in the immediate resolution of the dispute and 
in reaching a fair and expeditious settlement, using also, 
as appropriate, such assistance as may be available 
through the relevant elements of the United Nations 
system; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to follow up the 
implementation of the present resolution and report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second 
session; 

"6. Decides to include the item entitled "Situation 
arising out of the unilateral withdrawal of the Ganges 
water at Farakka" in the provisional agenda of its 
thirty -second session." 

At its 21st meeting, the Committee heard a statement by 
the representative of India. 

5. At its 27th meeting, the Committee approved the 
consensus statement (A/SPC/31 /7) which had been read by 
the Chairman (see para. 6 below). The Chairman also 
announced the withdrawal by Bangladesh of its draft 
resolution. 

Recommendation of the Special Political Committee 

6. The Special Political Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly the adoption of the following draft 
consensus to be read by the President of the Assembly: 

I. The parties affirmed their adherence to the Declara
tion on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nationst and stressed, in 
this regard, their unalterable commitment to strengthen 
their bilateral relations by applying these Principles in the 
settlement of disputes. 

2. The parties recognized the urgency of the situation, 
particularly with the onset of another dry season. 

3. Both parties agreed that the situation called for an 
urgent solution anJ, to that end, have decided to meet 
urgently at Dacca at the ministerial level for negotiations 
with a view to arriving at a fair and expeditious settlement. 

4. The parties asserted that the prime objective of such 
intensified contact was to promote the well-being of their 
peoples and agreed to facilitate the establishment of an 
atmosphere conducive to the successful outcome of the 
negotiations. 

5. The parties undertook to give due consideration to 
the most appropriate ways of utilizing the capacity of the 
United Nations system. 

6. It is open to either party to report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session on the progress 
achieved in the settlement of the problem. 

1 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex. 
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Document No. 

A/SPC/31/7 

A/SPC/31/L.S 

General Auembly - Thlrty-fint Sellion - Annexes 

ACTION TAKEN BY mE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 80th plenary meeting, on 26 November 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the recommendation submitted by the Special Political Committee in. its report 
(A/31/359, para. 6) (see decision 31/4042), 

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list contains the documents pertaining to agenda item 121 that 
are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Title or deacrlption Observations and references 

Consensus statement approved by the Special Political Committee at its See A/31/359, para. 6 
27th meeting on 24 November 1976 

Bangladesh: draft resolution Ibid., para. 4 

Litho in United Nations, New York 76·36606-November 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/241 

Madagascar: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

LETTER DATED 30 AUGUST 1976 FROM THE REP
RESENTATIVE OF MADAGASCAR TO THE SECRE
TARY-GENERAL 

On behalf of the group of African States and in 
conformity with resolution CM/Res.497 (XXVII) adopted 
at the thirteenth ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity held in Mauritius, I have the honour to request, 
under rule 15 of the rules of procedure, the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly, 
of an additional item entitled "Question of the Comorian 
Island of Mayotte". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure, an 
explanatory memorandum is attached. 

(Signed) Henri RASOLONDRAIBE 
Charge d'affaires, a.i. of Madagascar 

President of the African group 

Explanatory memorandum 

1. During their twenty-seventh and thirteenth sessions 
respectively, held in Mauritius from 24 June to 6 July 

f Orif.(irzal. 1- rel/clzj 
f 31 Aug11<1 /9 "0/ 

1976, the Council of Ministers and the Assembly uf llcad~ 
of State and Government of the Organization of At ncan 
Unity (OAU) studied the situation of the Comoro i~lancis. 
Particular attention was paid to the situation ,,f tlw i~law! 
of Mayotte. 

2. The Heads of State and Government, suppt>rtiug 1n 
that connexion the recommendations of the Council of 
Ministers, felt inter alia that the so-called referendums 
imposed on the inhabitants of the Comotian island ot 
Mayotte constituted aggression against the whole of the 
Comorian people and a violation of the territ01 ial 111 tcgrit\ 
of the Comoro islands, and that the continued uc<:upattt'n 
of the Comorian island of Mayotte by Fiance c<>nstttttted a 
flagrant violation of the principles and relevant rcsol<I(Ions 
of the OAU, which uphold, in particular, the inalterable 
character of the borders inherited f10m til" <:<'!"'!'"' 
administration. 

3. Faced with this aggression and taking intu account 
this violation of the principles of the OAU \\tth >crit>th 
implications for the peace and security of this tegi•m tlte 
Heads of State and Government felt that this ntat ter <lt, 'ltld 
be the object of serious study by the c;encrJI i\sst'n1bl~ ,,f 
the United Nations at its thirty-first session. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/L.3/REV.l AND ADD.l * 

Algeria, Benin, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Democratic Kampuchea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan. Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zaire and Zambia: revised draft resolution 

17ze General Assembll·. 

Recalling that the people of the Republic of the Comoros 
as a whole, in the referendum of 22 December 1974, 
expressed by an uverwhelrning majority its will to accede to 
independence in conditions of national unity and territorial 
integrity, 

Considering that the referendums imposed on the in
habitants of the Comorian island of Mayotte constitute a 
violation of the sovereignty of the Comorian State and of 
its territurial integrity, 

((msidering that the occupation by France of the 
Comorian island of Mayotte constitutes a flagrant encroach
ment on the national unity of the Comorian State, a 
Member of the United Nations, 

Considering that such an att1tude on the part of France 
constitutes a violation of the principles of the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations, in particular of General 
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 
concerning the granting of independence to colonial coun
tries and peoples, which guarantees the national unity and 
territorial integrity of such countries: 

1. Condemns and considers null and void the ref
erendums of 8 February and 11 Apri11976 organized in the 

~Document A/31/L.3/Rev.l/Add.l of 21 October 1976 was 
I%ued to add Libcna and Mozambique to the hst of sponsors of the 
draft resolut10n. 

[Original: French] 
[20 October 1976] 

Comorian island of Mayotte by the Government of France, 
and rejects: 

(a) Any other form of referendum or consultation which 
may hereafter be organized on Comorian territory in 
Mayotte by France; 

(b) Any foreign legislation purporting to legalize any 
French colonial presence on Comorian territory in Mayotte; 

2. Strongly condemns the presence of France in 
Mayotte, which constitutes a violation of the national 
unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of the in
dependef\t Republic of the Comoros; 

3. Calls upon the Government of France to withdraw 
immediately from the Comorian island of Mayotte, an 
integral part of the independent Republic of the Comoros, 
and to respect its sovereignty; 

4. Invites all Member States to render effective as
sistance, individually and collectively, to the Comorian 
State and to co-operate with it in all fields with a view to 
enabling it to defend and safeguard its independence, the 
integrity of its territory and its national sovereignty; 

5. Appeals to all Member States to intervene, in
dividually and collectively, with the Government of France 
to persuade it to abandon once and for all its plan to detach 
the Comorian island of Mayotte from the Republic of the 
Comoros; 

6. Calls upon the Government of France to enter into 
negotiations immediately with the Comorian Government 
concerning the implementation of the present resolution. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 39th plenary meeting, on 21 October 1976, the General Assembly adopted, by 
102 votes to 1, with 28 abstentions. draft resolution A/31/L.3/Rev.l and Add. I. For the 
final text, see Official Records of tlze General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement 
No. 39, resolution 31/4. 
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CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

NOTE. This check list includes the documents mentioned during the consideration 
of agenda item 122 which are not reproduced in the present fascicle. 

Document No. 

A/31/L.3 and Corr.l 

Title or description 

Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Democratic 
Kampuchea, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab 
Republic, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, Umted 
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Zaire and Zambia: draft resolution 

Litho In United Nations, New York • 

Observations and references 

See Official Records of the Gen
eral Assembly, Thirty-first 
Session, Plenary Meetings, 
36th meeting, para. 40. Re
placed by A/31/L.3/Rev.l and 
Add.l 

76-36606-May 1977-2,000 
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DOCUMENT A/31/242 

Federal Republic of Germany: request for the inclusion of an additional item in the agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly 

Letter dated 28 September 1976 from the Vice-Chancellor 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to the Secretary-Genera/ 

On behalf of the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, I have the honour to request the inclusion in the 
agenda of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly, 
as an important and urgent matter, of a separate item 
entitled "Drafting of an international convention against 
the taking of hostages". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of 
the General Assembly, an explanatory memorandum is 
attached. 

(Signed) Hans-Dietrich GENSCHER 
Vice-Chancellor and Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of the Federal Republic of Germany 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. In recent years the number of cases in which persons 
were taken hostage, deprived of their personal liberty and 
threatened with death with a view to impelling others to do 
certain acts against their will has assumed frightenir;g 
proportions all over the world. Such acts mostly affect 
more than one State and nationals of several States 
simultaneously. In almost all cases in which hostages are 
taken, not only the hostages but also their relatives and 

[Original: English/ 
[28 September 1976/ 

friends are subject to great suffering. In many cases the 
incident ends with the deliberate killing of the hostages. It 
is in the nature of such acts that they may at any time set 
off an uncontrollable chain of events, threatening not only 
the lives of those directly involved but the security of many 
other people as well and frequently also endangering 
international peace and transnational relations. 

2. Several times hostages have been taken with the aim 
of forcing the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to act in a way not consistent with its inde
pendent sovereignty. For example, on 24 April 1975 the 
personnel of the Federal Republic of Germany's Embassy 
in Stockholm was taken hostage by six criminals with the 
aim of obtaining the release of 26 persons who were serving 
prison sentences. Two of the hostages lost their lives during 
the incident. 

3. It is common knowledge that the problem is not 
limited to the Federal Republic of Germany. As can be seen 
from many incidents in the past, nobody is immune from 
being taken hostage. Each individual, each group and even 
each State Member of the United Nations may suddenly 
become the target of blackmail through the Y::iwre of 
hostages. 

4. Under the new dimensions of these acts , the evil of 
hostage taking can affect equally women, children, mem
bers of Governments, businessmen and delega tions to 
international conferences. 

Annexes (XXXI) 1 23 
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5. The dignity and the fundamental rights of every 
individual are among the basic values upheld by the United 
Naticns. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
proclaim everyone's right to life, liberty and security of 
person. The Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany trusts that, in compliance with these principles, 
States recognize that certain acts are too abhorrent and 
inhuman to be undertaken by anyone and that the taking 
of innocent hostages for whatever purpose constitutes an 
act which is absolutely intolerable and incompatible with 
universally accepted standards of human conduct. 

6. International concern over the exceptionally repre
hensible nature of acts involving the taking of hostages has 
already found specific expression in the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949, and in General Assembly 
resolution 2645 (XXV) of 25 November 1970, condemning 
aerial hijacking or interference with civil air travel. 

7. The increasing number of cases in which hostages are 
taken is proof that the family of nations is confronted here 
with a problem of international dimensions and of the 
utmost importance and urgency. This phenomenon can no 
longer be accepted by the States Members of the United 
Nations without reaction; the international community 
owes it to its own self-respect to fight this evil. Therefore, 
the General Assembly at its present session should consider 
effective international co-ordinated measures to put an end 
to these most dangerous practices. 

8. Desiring to promote the solution of this problem, the 
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany intends 
to propose to the General Assembly the drafting and 
adoption, as a matter of priority, of a convention on 
international action against the taking of hostages and to 
invite States to become parties to such a convention. 

9. Considering the legal importance of such a con
vention, the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany suggests that the proposed item be referred to the 
Sixth Committee. 

DOCUMENT A/31/430 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

1. By a letter dated 28 September 1976, the Federal 
Republic of Germany requested the inclusion in the agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly of an 
additional item entitled "Drafting of an international 
convention against the taking of hostages". 

2. At its 16th plenary meeting, on 4 October 1976, the 
General Assembly decided to include the item in its agenda 
and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee. 

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 55th 
to 60th and 69th and 70th meetings, between 26 November 
and 10 December 1976. 

4. At the 55th meeting, the representative of the Federal 
Republic of Germany introduced a draft resolution 
(A/C.6/31 /L.l 0) on behalf of Austria, the Central African 
Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, Ger
many, Federal Republic of, Iran, Italy, Liberia, Luxem
bourg, Nepal, the Netherlands, Surinam, Sweden, Turkey 
and Venezuela, later joined by Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Canada, Chile, El Salvador, France, Greece, Grenada, 
Ireland, Japan, Nicaragua, Norway, the Philippines, Por
tugal, Singapore, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the United States of' America. The 
draft resolution read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Considering that the progressiv(! development of inter
national law and its codification contribute to the 
implementation of the purposes and prinCiples set forth 
in Articles 1 and 2 of the Charter of the United Nations, 

[Original: English} 
( 14 December 1976/ 

"Considering that, in accordance with the principles 
proclaimed in the Charter, freedom, justice and peace in 
the world are founded on the recognition of the inherent 
dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family, 

"Having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights which provide that everyone has the right 
to life, liberty and security, 

"Recognizing that the taking of hostages constitutes an 
act which must be denounced as absolutely intolerable 
and incompatible with universally accepted standards of 
human conduct, 

"Grave(v concerned at the increase in such acts which 
endanger or take human lives and violate human dignity, 

"Recalling the prohibition of the taking of hostages in 
articles 3 and 34 of the Geneva Convention of 1949 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, the Tokyo Convention of 1963 on Offences and 
Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft and the 
Hague Convention of 1970 for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, as well as General Assembly 
resolution 2645 (XXV) of 25 November 1970 con
demning aerial hijacking or interference with civil air 
travel, 

"Recognizing the urgent need for further effective 
measures to put an end to all acts involving the taking of 
hostages, 
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"Mindful of the need to conclude, under the auspices of 
the United Nations, an international convention against 
the taking of hostages, 

"I . Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Drafting of an International Convention against the 
Taking of Hostages, composed of thirty-five Member 
States; 

"2. Requests the President of the General Assembly, 
after consultations with the Chairmen of the regional 
groups, to appoint the members of the Committee on the 
basis of equitable geographical distribution and repre
senting the principal legal systems of the world; 

"3. Requests the Committee to draft at the earliest 
possible date an international convention against the 
taking of hostages on the basis that the taking of hostages 
should be condemned, prohibited and punished and that 
persons who perpetrate such acts should be prosecuted or 
extradited for the purpose of prosecution; 

"4. Authorizes the Committee, in the fulfilment of its 
mandate, to consider suggestions and proposals from any 
State, bearing in mind the views expressed during the 
debate on this item at the thirty-first session of the 
General Assembly; 

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to afford the 
Committee any assistance and provide it with all facilities 
it may require for the performance of its work, to prepare 
for the use of the Committee a study containing all 
pertinent information regarding possible measures against 
the taking of hostages, as well as to assure that summary 
records on the Committee's meetings will be drawn up 
and submitted; 

"6. Requests the Committee to submit its report and 
to make every effort to submit a draft convention to the 
General Assembly in good time for consideration at its 
thirty-second session, and requests the Secretary-General 
to communicate the report to the Member States; 

"7. Decides to include the item entitled 'Drafting of 
an international convention against the taking of hos
tages' in the provisional agenda of its thirty-second 
session." 

5. At the 58th meeting, the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Republic introduced amendments ( A/C.6/31 /L.ll) to 
the draft resolution. The amendments were as follows: 

"(a) Insert the word 'innocent' before the word 'hos
tages' in the fourth, seventh and eighth paragraphs of the 
preamble and in operative paragraphs 1, 5 and 7; 

"(b) Replace operative paragraph 3 with the following: 

" '3. Requests the Committee to draft at the earliest 
possible date an international convention against the 
taking of innocent hostages.' " 

6. At the 69th meeting, the representative of the Federal 
Republic of Germany introduced a revised version (A/C.6/ 
31 /L.l 0/Rev.l) of the draft resolution on behalf of Austrja, 

Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, the Central African 
Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, 
Grenada, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Nepal, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, the Philippines, 
Portugal. Singapore, Surinam, Sweden, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United 
States of America and Venezuela, later joined by Australia, 
Finland and Senegal./ For the text, see para. 11 below./ 

7. At the same meeting, the representative of the Libyan 
Arab Repubhc indicated that he would not press his 
amendments (A/C.6/31/L.ll) to a vote. 

8. The Sixth Committee had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General on the financial implications of the draft 
resolution ( A/C .6/31 /L. I 2). 

9. At Its 70th meeting, the Sixth Committee adopted 
draft resolution A/C .6/3 I /L.I 0/Rev. I by consensus. 

I 0. Statements in explanation of vote were made by the 
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Iraq, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Mongolia, 
Democratic Yemen, Jamaica, Egypt, the Ivory Coast, 
Madagascar and Somalia. 

Recommendation of the Sixth Committee 

I I. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General 
Assembly for adoption the following draft resolution. 

Drafting of an international convention 
against the taking of hostages 

The General Assernb(v, 

Considering that the progressive development of inter
national law and its codification contribute to the imple
mentation of the purposes and principles set forth in 
Articles I and 2 of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Considering that, in accordance with the principles 
proclaimed in the Charter, freedom, justice and peace in the 
world are inseparable from the recognition of the inherent 
dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all members 
of the human family, 

Having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rightsi and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights2 which provide that everyone has the right 
to life, liberty and security, 

Recognizing that the taking of hostages is an act which 
endangers innocent human lives and violates human dignity, 

Gravely concerned at the increase of such acts, 

Recalling the prohibition of the taking of hostages in 
articles 3 and 34 of the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of I 2 August 

I General Assembly resolutwn 217 A (III). 
2 General Assembly resolutiOn 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
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1949,3 the Hague Convention of 1970 for the Suppression 
of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft,4 the Montreal Convention 
of 1971 for the Supp1- s~ion of Unlawful Acts against the 
Safety of Civil Aviation,s the Convention of 1973 on the 
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Inter
nationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic 
Agcnts,6 as well as General Assembly resolution 
2645 (XXV) of 25 November 1970 condemning aerial 
hija..::king or interference with civil air travel, 

Recognizing the urgent need for further effective 
measures to put an end to the taking of hostages, 

Mindful of the need to conclude, under the auspices of 
the United Nations, an international convention against the 
taking of hostages, 

l. Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Drafting of an International Convention against the Taking 
of Hostages, composed of thirty-five Member States; 

2. Requests the President of the General Assembly, after 
consultations with the Chairmen of the regional groups, to 

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973, p. 287. 

4 United States Treaties and Other International Agreements, 
vol. 22, part 2 (1971 ), p. 1644. 

5 Ibid., vol. 24, part I (I 973 ), p. 568. 
6 General Assembly resolution 3166 (XXVIII), annex. 

appoint the members of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
basis of equitable geographical distribution and representing 
the principal legal systems of the world; 

3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to draft at the 
earliest possible date an international convention against 
the taking of hostages and authorizes the Committee, in the 
fulfilment of its mandate, to consider suggestions and 
proposals from any State, bearing in mind the views 
expressed during the debate on this item at the thirty-first 
session of the General Assembly; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to afford the Ad Hoc 
Committee any assistance and provide it with all facilities it 
may require for the performance of its work, to provide the 
Committee with pertinent information on the taking of 
hostages and to ensure that summary records on the 
meetings of the Committee will be drawn up and sub
mitted; 

5. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit its report 
and to make every effort to submit a draft convention to 
the General Assembly in good time for consideration at its 
thirty-second session and requests the Secretary-General to 
communicate the report to Member States; 

6. Decides to include the item entitled "Drafting of an 
international convention against the taking of hostages" in 
the provisional agenda of its thirty-second session. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Document No. 

A/31/4 79 

A/C.6/31/3 

A/C.6/31/L.IO 

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the draft resolution submitted by the Sixth Committee in its report (A/31 /430, para. 11 ). 
For the final text, see resolution 31 I 103.7 

7 See Official Records oj' the General Assembly, Thirty-first session, Supplement No. 39. 
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DOCUMENT A/31/243 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: request for the inclusion of an 
additional item in the agenda of the thirty-first session 

Letter dated 28 September 1976 from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
to the Secretary-General 

The Government of the USSR proposes the inclusion in 
the agenda of the thirty-first session of the General 
Assembly, as an important and urgent question, of an item 
entitled "Conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of 
force in international relations". 

The thirty-first session of the General Assembly is taking 
place in the atmosphere of substantial positive changes in 
the international situation. Considerable successes have 
been achieved in consolidating the principles of peaceful 
coexistence and developing co-operation among States. 

However, despite the general improvement in the inter
national situation, hotbeds of war still exist in a number of 
areas as a consequence of aggression and the use of force 
against States and peoples. 

The Soviet Union believes that under current conditions 
it is necessary to make additional efforts to ensure strict 
observance by all States of the principle of the non-use of 
force or the threat of force in their international relations. 
These objectives would be served by drawing up and 
concluding a world treaty on the non-use of force in 
international relations. Parties to such a treaty, including, 

f Original: Russian] 
f28 September 1976] 

naturally, the nuclear Powers, would undertake to refrain 
from resorting to force or the threat of force by the use of 
any types of weapons, including nuclear and other types of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

This is necessitated by the fact that, despite the provision 
of the United Nations Charter on the need to refrain from 
the use or threat of force, the years which have passed since 
the signing of the Charter have witnessed numerous armed 
conflicts between States. The use of force for the purposes 
of aggression, acquisition of territories and oppression of 
other peoples has always caused wars. With the emergence 
of nuclear weapons the danger of local conflicts developing 
into world nuclear war, with all the disastrous consequences 
for mankind ensuing therefrom, has immeasurably 
increased. 

In their desire to eliminate the danger of outbreak of war 
and armed conflicts, to enhance the effectiveness of the 
obligation not to use force, and to exclude the very 
possibility of solving international disputes by recourse to 
arms, States repeatedly declared in the post-war period 
their renunciation of the use of force. This was reflected in 
a series of bilateral, regional and multilateral treaties and 
agreements. 

The principle of the non-use of force is embodied in 
many important documents adopted by the United Nations 

Annexes (XXXIl I 24 
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in recent years: m the Definition of Aggression (resolution 
3314 (XXIX)); in the Declarations on the Strengthening of 
International Security (resolution 2734 (XXV)) and on 
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Rela
tions and Co-operation among States in accordance with 
the Charter of the United Nations (resolution 
2625 (XXV)); in the General Assembly resolution on the 
non-use of force in international relations and the sim
ultaneous permanent prohibition of the use of nuclear 
weapons (resolution 2936 (XXVII)). The States participat
ing in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe declared in the Final Act their intention to conduct 
relations with all States in the spirit of the principles of 
primary significance set forth therein, among which the 
principle of the non-use of force holds its rightful place. In 
their forums the non-aligned States have repeatedly come 
out m favour of strict observance of the principle of the 
non-use of force or threat of force in international 
relations. 

The conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of force 
in internatiOnal relations would be a natural continuation 
of the efforts of the United Natwns and of its Member 
States to consolidate mternational peace and security and 
would reduce the risk of an outbreak of another world war. 
This would undoubtedly create more favourable conditions 
for curbing the arms race, reducing armaments, including 
nuclear arms, and moving ahead towards general and 
complete disarmament, with resulting benefit for all States 
irrespective of their social systems, the size of their 
territory or population, or whether or not they possess 
nuclear weapons. 

The conclusion of such a treaty must in no way prejudice 
the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples for their 
freedom and independence. 

The General Assembly could g1ve all-round consideration 
to the question of drawing up and concluding a world 
treaty on the non-use of force in international relations and 
outlme specific steps for the implementation of th1s 
proposal. The Umted Nations would thereby make a 
concrete contribution to deepening international detente 
and strengthening peace and international security. 

The corresponding draft treaty is attached to this letter. 

I would request you to regard th1s letter as an ex
planatory memorandum in accordance with the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly and circulate it as an 
official document of the General Assembly. 

(Signed) A. GROMYKO 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of the Union of Sm·iet Socialist Republics 

DRAFT WORLD TREATY ON THE NON-USE OF 
FORCE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The High Colltractmg Parties, 

Sr •lcmn!J· reaf.tiiming their objective of promoting better 
r~lauc'llS With each other. ensuring a lasting peace on earth 
anc: <:Jfeguarding the peoples against any threat to or 
1t'cmut upon their security; 

Seeking to eliminate the danger of the outbreak of new 
wars and armed conflicts between States; 

Proceeding on the basis of their obligations under the 
Charter of the United Nations to maintain peace and to 
refrain from the threat or use of force; 

Bearmg ilz mind that the definition of aggression for
mulated and adopted by the United Nations provides new 
opportunities for the principle of the non-use or threat of 
force to be consolidated in inter-State relations; 

Taking into consideration the Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation among States in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations and other resolutions of the United 
Nations expressing the will of States strictly to abide by the 
principle of the non-use of force or the threat of force; 

Noting with satisfaction that the principle of the non-use 
of force or the threat of force has been formalized in a 
series of bilateral and multilateral international instruments, 
treaties, agreements and declarations; 

Recalling in this connexion that the States participating 
in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe 
have declared in the Final Act their intention to conduct 
relations with all States in the spirit of the principles of 
primary significance set forth therein, among which the 
principle of the non-use of force or the threat of force 
holds its rightful place; 

Recalling also that the non-aligned States have expressed 
themselves in their highest forums in favour of strict 
observance of the principle of the non-use of force or the 
threat of force in international relations; 

Inspired by the desire to make renunciation of the use or 
threat of force in international relations involving all types 
of weapons, a law of international life; 

HaPe agreed as .follows: 

Article I 

1. The High Contracting Parties shall strictly abide by 
their undertaking not to use in their mutual relations, or in 
their international relations in general, force or the threat 
of force against the territorial integrity or political in
dependence of any State, or in any other manner in
consistent with the purposes of the United Nations. 

They shall accordingly refrain from the use of armed 
forces involving any types of weapons, including nuclear or 
other types of weapons of mass destruction, on land, on the 
sea, in the air or in outer space, and shall not threaten such 
use. 

2. They agree not to assist, encourage or induce any 
States or groups of States to use force or the threat of force 
in violation of the provisions of this Treaty. 

3. No consideration may be adduced to justify resort to 
the threat or use of force in violation of the obligations 
assumed under this Treaty. 
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Article II 

The High Contracting Parties reaffirm their undertaking 
to settle disputes among them by peaceful means in such a 
manner as not to endanger international peace and security. 

For this purpose they shall use, in conformity with the 
United Nations Charter, such means as negotiation, media
tion, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other 
peaceful means of their own choice, including any settle
ment procedure agreed to by them. 

The High Contracting Parties shall also refrain from any 
action which may aggravate the situation to such a degree 
as to endanger the maintenance of international peace and 
security and thereby make a peaceful settlement of the 
dispute more difficult. 

Article III 

Nothing in this Treaty shall affect the rights and 
obligations of States under the Charter of the United 
Nations and treaties and agreements concluded by them 
earlier. 

Art1cle IV 

The High Contracting Parties shall make all possible 
efforts to implement effective measures for lessening 
military confrontation and for disarmament which would 
constitute steps towards the achievement of the ultimate 
goal-general and complete disarmament under strict and 
effective international control. 

Article V 

Each High Contracting Party shall consider the question 
of what measures must be taken, in accordance with its 

·------ ·-· -- -· - .. ---- ___ .. 
constitutional procedure, for ensuring the fulk~t com
pliance with its obligations under this Treaty. 

Arttdc T1 

Tlus Treaty shall be of unlnl1Iteu duratiOn. 

Artlclc VII 

TI1is Treaty shall: 

1. Be open for ~ignature by any State uf the worlu at 
any time; 

2. Be subJect to ratification b;. signatnr;. State;,. Instru
ments of ratification shall be ucpnsited With the Sec•·etar;.
General of the United Nat!OllS. who IS hcrcb~ ue;,Ignateu 
the Depositary; 

3. Enter into force for each Contracting Part) Uplln the 
deposit of its instrument of ratiftcatton With the 
Depositary. 

The Depositary shall promptly !llform the Governments 
of all signatory States of the uate of each signature and the 
date of deposit of each instrument of ratification. 

Arttclc TIll 

TillS Treaty, the Chmcse. Engltsh, French, Ru;,statt and 
Spamsh texts of which are equally authentic. shall be 
deposited with the Secretariat of the United Nations. Duly 
certified copH~s of this Treat) shall he transmitted b;. the 
Secretary-General of the United NJtions to the Gowrn· 
ments of the signator;. States. 

DOCUMENT A/31/305 

Report of the First Committee 

I. The item entitled "Conclusion of a world treaty on 
the non-use of force in international relations" was pro
posed for inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-first session 
of the General Assembly by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (A/3I /243). 

2. In accordance with the decision of the General 
Assembly taken at its I 6th plenary meeting and com
municated to the Chairman of the First Committee in a 
letter dated 4 October I 976 from the President of the 
General Assembly (A/C.l/3I/1/Add.l), the First Com
mittee considered the item at its 11th to 19th meetings, 
from 25 to 29 October. 

3. At the lith meeting, on 25 October, the representa
tive of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics introduced a 
draft resolution (A/C .1/31 /L.3), which was subsequently 
co-sponsored by Afghanistan, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 

/ Ortgmal: Lnglr1hj 
/] .\'ot•cmhcr /'17hj 

the German Democratic Republic, Gulllea, Guinea-Bissau. 
Hungary, India, l\1auntius, l\1ongoha, Mozambique. Poland, 
Romania and the llkramtan StJVict Socialist Republic (tor 
the tex.t,sce paragraph 5 below). 

4. At the 19th rneetmg, on 29 October, the draft 
resolution was adopted by a roll-call of 94 votes to 2, with 
35 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In fai'ollr: Afghamstan, Algcna, Argentina. Baht a In. 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Bhutan, BoliVIa. Botswana. Btal.d, 
Bulgana, Burma, Burundi, B) doruss~an SoviCt S,>cwhst 
Republic, Central Afncan Republic. Chad, Colomb1a. 
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica. Cuba, C; prus, C;.ec"hu· 
slovakia, Democratic Yemen, Enwdor, Egypt, El Sah·"cl<H. 
Equatorial c;uinea, EthHlpia. Fmland, Gabon. Cambia. 
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece. Cutnea. 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Ind1a. In clune •!:<, li.lll. 

Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Ken;. a, Kuwait. I ... · i', , "' 
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Pt:n'"'·ratJc Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan 
A1.1h Repllb!Jc. Mada!!ascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, 
~lungull.l, l\l,Jl<.,, ''· MuLamlHque, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, 
f>.lii:JPJa. l'.ip<ta Nn1 Lu111ca, Peru, Pluhppines, Poland, 
(Jc!Lll, l<ulli.lllta . Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, 
Spdlll s,, I unk;,. Sudcm. Surinam. Swaziland, Syrian Arab 
1{, pu!l!J, 'I hen land. Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, 
I '!:'·'·' ,L,, l i-1 JIIIIJ!l Soviet Sonalist Republic, Union of 
SoYicl ~~ ., ldli<,l Republics, United Arab Emirates, United 
Rcpuhl~c uf Tan1.a111a. Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen. Yugo
,],l'ld. !J"'· Lnnhw. 

~/J.I/<iilltllg. A.ustralJa, Austria. Belgium, Benin, Canada. 
(J,dv, IJcnnJJtk hjl. France, Germany (Federal Republic 
ut) lll..:nJda. Iceland, Ireland. Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 
Lu\t'illh"u'~ ~IJIJwl, tlblta, Mauntama, Netherlands, New 
z (' uL II d Nit.il clgtla. Niger, Norway. Pakistan, Paraguay, 
I'<Jt IU;!JI, Stcna Leone. Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom 
, ,1 Cteat Bntam and Nurtheru Ireland, United Republic of 
( clllll'IUOll, llnited States of America. 

kecommendation of the First Committee 

.:; J],,· hl\t C'umndttee recommends to the General 
·\'"'lllhly the adnpt1on of the following draft resolution: 

(,,,lclu.lli•/1 ,,fa 1\'or/d treaty on the 11011-llSe afforce 
zn mtemationa/ relations 

I ltc ( r('f/['f'(f/ A \SCIIlbly, 

f<,·,ullzll~ the princ1pk proclaimed in the Charter of the 
hHted Nauun& that States shall refrain in their inter
ll~llllll~tl rt::IJtiun-., from the threat or use of force, 

Noting with satisfaction that the principle of the non-use 
of force or the threat of f9rce has been incorporated into a 
number of bilateral and multilateral international instru
ments, treaties, agreements and declarations, including 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations, 

Noting the need for universal and effective application of 
this principle in international relations and for assistance by 
the United Nations in this endeavour, 

Hm•ing considered the item entitled "Conclusion of a 
world treaty on the non-use of force in international 
relations", 

Taking note of the draft world treaty on the non-use of 
force in international relations submitted by the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (see A/31 /243), 

1. lnl'ites Member States to examine further the above
mentioned draft world treaty on the non-use of force in 
international relations as well as other proposals and 
statements made during the consideration of the item 
entitled "Conclusion of a world treaty on the non-use of 
force in international relations"; 

2. Requests Member States to communicate to the 
Secretary-General their views and suggestions on this 
subject not later than 1 June 1977; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session on the 
communications received by him pursuant to paragraph 2 
above; 

4. Deczdes to include in the provtsional agenda of its 
thirty-second session the item entitled "Conclusion of a 
world treaty on the non-use of force in international 
relations". 

DOCUMENT A/31/360 

Report of the Sixth Committee 

J. At 11\ I hth plen~r) meeting, on 4 October 1976, the 
("'ner~l A>.-.,.:mhly dec1ded to include in the agenda of its 
llmtl-tnst ,.::,sllln an additional item proposed by the 
I 111lllt' <11' Soviet Suc1ah:o.t Republics (A/31/243) and en
Lttlul ''(\llltltht<lll of a world treaty on the non-use of force 
i11 llltt'lltatJ<Jllal Jebttnns". The Assembly also decided to 
di!d. ,1\t' the ttcm to the F1rst Committee and to refer it, at 
tilt: ·'PP'"pnate :-tage, to the Sixth Committee for examina
tr,Jit of th kg~lnnpllcat10ns. 

'. •\I 1ts 'i7th plena!) meetmg, on 8 November, the 
• , • "", .11 t\,,,111 hly, after adopting resolution 31 /9 on the 

.. 'llrlllc'lttLJtiun of the First Committee (see A/31/305, 
· ·' · ~) dc:cJtlt:d that the Sixth Committee should consider 

!,; .tl J,J,piJcJtJun' of the 1tem and report thereon as 
·- l''"'iJ,[~ dming the current session. 

i : .. -,,lit ( ,Jill!ilittt'e constdered the legal implica
. ,·, .11 th "iOth to 54th meetings, held between 

[Original: English} 
[26 November 1976} 

22 and 25 November. The summary records of these 
meetings contain the views of representatives who spoke 
during the consideration of the item. 

Decision of the Sixth Committee 

4. At 1ts 54th meeting, the Sixth Committee, on the 
recommendation of its Chairman, decided, by consensus, to 
include in 1ts report to the General Assembly the following 
text: 

"The Sixth Committee has noted the adoption by the 
General Assembly of resolution 31/9, entitled 'Con
clusion of a world treaty on the non-use of force in 
international relations'. In this connexion, the Sixth 
Committee requests the General Assembly to recommend 
that Member States, in their consideration of statements 
and proposals on this item to be reported to the 
Secretary-General, should give due weight to the irn-
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portant legal issues involved. The Sixth Committee recalls 
the role it played in elaborating the Declaration on 
Principles of International Law Concerning Friendly 
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance 
with the Charter of the United Nations! and the 

Definition of Aggression.2 The legal issues which the item 
under discussion involves have been, and will need to be, 
examined in the current and future deliberations on this 
subject which any further consideration of this item by 
the General Assembly will entail." 

1 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex. 2 General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX), annex. 

Document No. 

A/C.l /3l/L.3 

A/C.6/31/7 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

At its 57th plenary meeting, on 8 November 1976, the General Assembly, by a vote 
of 88 to 2, with 31 abstentions, adopted the draft resolution submitted by the First 
Committee in its report {A/31/305, para. 5). For the final text, see resolution 31/9.3 

At its 97th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1976, the General Assembly adopted 
the text of the decision of the Sixth Committee contained in paragraph 4 of its report 
{A/31/360){see decision 31/4103). 

3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 39. 
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