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Memorandum by the Secretary-General 

1. On ll December 1946, at its first session, the General Asl"lemhly unanimously 

ado~ted resolution 56 (I) in which it recalled the ~rinciple.of equal rights of 

men and women set forth in the Preanible ~d Article 1 of the Charter, .noted that 

certain Member States had not.yet granted to women political rights equal to these 

gran~ed to men, and therefore recommended that such Member States should ado~t 
measures necessary to fulfil the purposes and aims of the Charter in that res~ect 

by granting t? women the same political rights as to men. The Commission on the 

Status of Women has given its attention at each of its sessions to the question •f 

the ~olitical rights of women, on which it has ado~ted resolutions and made 

recommendations to the Economic and Social Council.~/ At its sixth e~d seventh 

sessions, the Council in turn adopted the Commission's recommendatione with regard 

to thl' political rights of wonen (resolutions 120A(VI) and 154A(VII)). 

2. At its third session,~/ the Commission on the.Status of Wonen ado~ted a 

resolution in which it noted the Inter-American Con~ention on the Granting of 

Political Rights to Women, signed at Bogotn, and requested the S~crei>ary-Genoral 
to exanine the possibility of ~ro~osing a similar convention to assist countries 

~/ E/38/Rev:l, Official Records of the Economic and Soclal Council, Second 
Session, annex , ~· 235. 

E/281/Rev.l, po.ragra~h 26, Official Records of tho Econot:ic and Social Counci:, 
Fourth Session; Supplement No. 2, ~. . 
E/615, ~o.ro.graph 14, Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Sixth Session, Sup~lement No. 5, ~· 4. 

~/ E/1316, po.ragra~h 18 (1), Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Ninth Session, Supplement No. 5, p. 5. 
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which have not grnnted wonen equo.l political rights. In another resolution nn 

31 adcpted at the sro1e session,- the Connission requested the S~cretnry-General to 

prepare a report to show whether there was discrinination based on sex, in law or 

in practice, with respect to the right to vote and the right to b~ elected to 

public office. The Secretary-General subnitted reports on these questions to the 
. 41 

Connission - • 

3. At its fovrth session, ~~the Connission noted that five yuars after th~ 
signing of the United Nations Charter, twenty countries still denied ~anon equal 

political rights, and that the infornation the Connission.had collected in four 

years of work showed clearly tho discrinination practised against woncn in the 

political field. In view of those considerations, the Conoission directed the 

SocretoX7-Genero.l to prepare for subnission to the ~omission at its next session 

a draft convention on the granting to wonen of equal political rights with non. 

4. Tho Econonic and Social Council studied this recomnendation during its 

eleventh session and adopted resolution 304B(XI) drawing the Comission' s attention 

to tho opinions expressed by the nenbers of the Council during the debate on the 

question of the political rights of wonen. The debate in the Social Ccnnittoe of 

the Council, ~~ to which this resolution refers, shQwed t~at, while the great 

nnjority of tho netibers favoured the principle of equal rights for wonen, 

propaganda, educational measures and the preparation of annual reports .were 

considered more practical ways of achieving that aim than a conveation. 

5. At its fifth session, the Commission en the Status of Women had before it a 

meoornndum by the Secretary-Genero.l 11 containing a draft convention on the 

'}j 

~I 
'2.1 

Ell316,· paragraph 18 (1), Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Ninth Session, Supplement No. 5, p. 

E/QN.6Il31 at1d. Corr.l a:C.d ..,\dd.l, EICN.6Illf3. 

EIJ.712, paragrapn 25, Qfficio.l Rocoro;; of the Economic and Social Council, 
Eleventh Soosion, Supplement No.6, p.3. 

~~ EIAC.7ISR.132. 

lf EICN;61160. 
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political rights of women. Tho text o~ this draft will be found in Annex I to the 

present melilorandu:m. 

6. In tho course of tho debate, tho majority of tho members of tho Commission 

expressed tho fooling that "notwithstanding tho views expressed during the 

eleventh soss:>on of tho Economic o.nd Social Council (E/AC.7/SR.l32), the Cornnission 

should maintain its previous decision on tho need for o. convention. To achieve 

satisfo.ctory results, it wo.s necessary that all moans be taken to promote cquo.lity 

of politico.l rights and that a convention be adopted without prejudice to the 

crunpaign of info=ation and education, which should bo continued".~/ Sene mcribors 

of tho Cornnission felt that the text of the convention should follow that ·af tho 

Bogota Conyention of 1948.2/ Others stated that "tho 1v-ording of the Bogot!l" 

Convention, which covers only tho right of w0men to vote and to be elected tc 

nationo.l office, docs not take into ·account other aspects of political rights; 

they were Of tho opinion tho.t it wo.s tho duty of the Cbrnnission on tho Status of 

Women to show tho wny by adopting a more comprehensive text which would give 
•• 11 10/ women a wider right to participate in the government of thelr countries •. -

. 11/ 
7. The Commission adopted by 12 votes to none, with~ abstentions, a resolution----

recommending·th~t the Economic and Social Council should approve a draft convention 

on the political rights of women. The text of this draft will be found in Annex I 

~I 

10/ 

E/1997/Rev.l, paragraph 22, Official Records of the Economic and Social 
Council, Thirteenth Session, Supplement No. 10, p.4. 

~I'ho toxt of ('.rticlc 1 (the only substantive article in the Bogota Convention) 
reads as follows: "The High Contro.cting Parties agree that the right to vote 
o.nd to be elected to national office shall not bo denied or abridged by 
reason of sox". 

E/1997/Rov.l, paragraph 30, Official Records of the Economic and 3ocicl 
Council, Thirteenth Session, Supplement No. 10, p;4. 

11/ Ibid. 
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of the present memorandum. In the resolution, the Conmission noted the debates of 

the Economic and Social Council in regard to a convention on the political rights 

of ;romen, but considered that sufficient info=tion had b!"en gath~red by the 

Commission clearly to reveal discrimination against wonon in tho political field; 

tho Conrrdssion recomnondod that tho Economic and Social Council should state in 

tho prcutiblo of tho resolution contining the text of the convention that, 

notwithstanding General Assembly resolution 56 (I), political rights. had not yet 

been granted to wonon in a nuribcr of countries and that the tine was•ap]Jropriato 

for an international convention under tho auspices of tho United Nations, designed 

to olininato discrimination against wonori in tho political field, which would be 

open for signature and ratification by Mcnbor States and such other States as would 
I . , 

be invited· by tho General Assemhly. 

8. When tho question of tho convention on tho political rights of woomn was 
' discussed by tho Economic and Social Council at its thirtGonth session, tho 

mjority of tho nonbors favour'ed the principle of a convention, but felt that· the 

text adopted by the Comnission should be comunicatsd to the governnents of the 

Menber States, in order to enable then, in particular those that were not 

~oprosontod in'thc Comission or the Council, to nake known their position en the 
12/ . . 

q":estion-- • Tho Council adopted resolution 385B(XIII) in which it. expressed its 

desire to expedite by every appropriate noans, in.accordance with General Assonbly 

resolution 56(!), tho extension to wonon in all countries of equal political rights 

with non; tho Council request.ed tho Secrotary-Gonoral to circulate to the 

governnonts of Member S-tates tho text of tho draft convention on political rights 

adopted by tho Comission on the Status of Wonen for connonts and suggestions .as to 

tho best nannor of giving effect to tho principles underlying it, with tho request 

that they be subnitt.ed to the .Comission for consideration at its sixth session. 

, 9. A report 'containing the ccimonts and suggestions of twenty Monber States on 

the text of the draft convonti.on on poJ,itical rights was drawn up and submitted by 

the Secretary-General to tho Comission on the Status of Wonon at its sixth 

scssion. 13/ 

12/ 

13/ 

E/SR.522, Official Records of tho Economic and Social Council, Thirteenth 
Session, 522nd neoting. 

E/CN.6jl84 nnd E/CN.6jl84/Adds.l nnd 2 (Since the sixth session of tho 
Connission, 'tho comonts of two ad.ditionall4onbor States have 'boon rocoivoit 
'by tho Socro+.o.ry-GonoraJ, E/0N .Gjl84jAdd .3 ana. E/CN .6/184/Ada. .4). 

;Tho Cemission 
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The Co=ission them :proceeded to drm> up the final text of the convention in the 
4/ . 

light of tho co=entR ana eu(!Bustions of gover=ent.2:... • Alternative texts <rorc 

tiuuDl~L~~ by tho representatives of Brazil l5/, Chile, 16/; tho United States, 17/ 

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.18/ The text :proposed by Brazil 

followed that of the Bogota' Convention, but several ~oriliors recalled that the 

Co=ission hacl iiociiieii at its fifth session not to follow that text. 'Iho :roajority 

of the Commission felt that it was :particularly important that the text of the 

draft convention should ensure to women the-right not only to elective offices but 

also to a:p:pointi ve :positions in the :public services of their countries. All the 

:proposals, including the Joint verbal proposal of the representatives of Iran anii 

Lebanon to retain the text of the draft convention as adopted by the Commission 

at its fifth session, were discussed by tho Commission, which cxprosscii its 

preference for the principle proposed by Lebanon and Iran. 

10. The Commission aiioptea, by 13 votes to none, with 3 abstentions, a 

rosolutio~/ containing the text of tho draft convention, which will be found in 

Annex I. In tho resolution the Commission noted the comments that hail been 

received from Member ·States and their suggestions concerning tho best._, manner of 

giving effect to the :principles underlying the draft convention; it recommended 

that the Economic and Social Council should adopt a resolution containing tho text 

of the draft convention and declaring that the time was appropriate for an 

international convention under tho auspices of .tho United Nations designed to 

eliminate discrimination against women in tho field of political rights, in 

accordance with General Assembly resolution 56 (I). 

14/ 

15/ 

16/ 

17/ 

18/ 

19/ 

EjCN.6jSR.l02 - 107 

EjCN .6jL.58 

EjCN .6jL.59. 

EjGN .6jL.6l. 

. EjCN .6jL.60 

E/2208·, :paragraph 30, Official Records of the Economic anii Soeial Council, 
Fourteenth Session, Supplement No •. 6, p.4 • 

/11. During. the 
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ll. During tho discussion. on the draft convention at tho foueteenth. session of tho 

EconcTiic and S~cial Council, 20f several nombers stated that equal ~olitical rights 

for men and woncn wore essential to a donocratic rogino and that tho nest direct 

and s~oodiost noans must be found to realize such equality. A vroposal to delete 

the throe articles of the draft convention fron the draft resolution trnnsTiittod 

tcti,c Council by tho ConTiission was rejected by 7 votes to l, with 9 abstentions. 
' Its s~onsor had indicated that the principles con~o.ineo ln the convention would 

shortly be incorporated in the araft covenant on human rights, if that had not 

already boon dono, and a special convention on tho political rights of wonen would 

thus be superfluous. 

12. Tho majority of tho Council, however, was of tho opinion that a convention 

should bo 'adopted without delay and that the draft prepared by the ConTiission 

should not be discussed in substance or ~ended by the Council. The Council 

expressed its general approval of tho draft convention transTiitted by the 

ConTiission o.nd on 26 Mny 1952 lt adopted by ll votes to none, with 6 abstentions, 

resolution 445B(XTV) containing the text of the draft convention transnitted by tho 

ConTiission, which will be found in Annex I. 'In its resolution, the Council 

incorporated tho considerations. voiced by tho Connission on the Status of Wonon 

and roconnondcd to the General Assonbly that a convention on the ~olitical rights 

of wonon onbodying tho ~reo.nblo and substantive clauses it was adopting should bo 

opened for signature and ratification by Member States and such other States as 

would be invited by the General Assembly; the Council requested the Secretary­

General to Clraft tho necessary formal clauses of that convention .. 

13. In accordance with the EconoTiic o.nd Social Council's request, tho Secretary­

General has drafted the necessary formal clauses of tho convention on tho nolitioal 

rights of wonon. The text of these clauses, followed by connents, will be found 

in o.nnex II. 

20/ EjSR.575 - 578 

/AmrEX I 
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Text adopted by the 
Commission on the Status 

of Women at its sixth session 
and approved by the 

Economic and Social Council 

The Contracting Parties. 

Desiring to implement the 
principle of equality of rights 
for men and women, contained in 
the Charter of the United Nations, 

Recognizing that every person 
has the right to take part in the 
government of his country and has 
the right to equal access to public 
service in his country, and desiring 
to equalize the status of men and 
women in the enjoyment and exercise 
of political rights, in accordance 
with the provisions of the United 
Nations Charter and of the Universal 
Declaration of Human.Rights, 

Having resolved to conclude a 
convention for this purpose, 

Hereby agree as hereinafter 
provided: 

Article 1. Women shall be 
entitled to vote in all elections 
on equal terms with men, 

ANNEX 1 

Text adopted by the 
Commission on the Status of 
Women at its fifth session 

Text proposed 
in the .M:emorandum 

of the Secretary-General 
presented to the Commission on 

the Status of Women at its fifth segsion 

The Contracting Parties, 

. Desiring to implement the 
principle of e~uality of rights 
for men and women, contained in 
the Charter of the United Nations, 

Recognizing·that every person 
has the right t.o take part in the 
government of his country and has 
the right to equal access to public 
service in his country, and desiring 
to esualize the status of men and 
women in the enjoyment and exercise 
of political rights, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 

Having resolved to conclude a 
convention for this purpose, 

Hereby agree as hereir.after 
provided: 

Article l, Women shall be 
e11ti tled to vote in al 1 elections 
on the same conditions as men, 

The Contracting Parties, 

Desiring to implement the 
principle of equality of rights 
for men and women, contained· in the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Recogcizing that avery person has 
the right to take part in the 
government of his country and has the 
right to equal access to public 
service in his countrj, and desiring 
to equalize the status of men and 
women in the enjoynent and exercise 
of political rights, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 

Having resolved to conclude a 
Convention for this purpose, 

Hereby agree as hereinafter 
provided: 

Article 1. Women shall be 
entitled to vote in all elections 
on the same conditions as nen, 
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~ext adopted by the 
Commission on the Status 

of Women at its sixth session 
and approved by the 

Economic and Social Council 

The Contracting Parties, 

Article 2, Women shall be 
eligible for election to all 
publicly elected bodies, established 
by national law, . on equal terms with 
men. 

Article 3 • Women shall be 
entitled to hold public office and 
to exercise all public functions, 
established by national law, on 
equal terms with men. 

Text adopted by the 
CommLss~on on the Status of 
Women at its fifth session 

The Contracting Parties, 

Article 2. Women shall be 
elie;ible-for'elE!ction to all 
publicly electe.d bodies, 
established by national law, on 

• the same-conditions as men. 

Article 3. Women shall be 
entitled to hold public office 
and to exercise all public 
functions established by 
national law, on the same 

' conditions as nen. 

the 

Text proposed 
in the MemoraftdUJ:t 

of the Secretary-General 
presented to the Commission on 

Status.of Women at its fifth session 

The Contracting Parties, 

Article 2, Women shall be. qualified 
to be elected or appointed to :Public 
office on'the same conditions as men, 

Article 3 • Women shall be 
qualified to exercise. all public 
functions of everY nature on the same 
conditions as men, 
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DRAFT CONVENTION ON ;I'OLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN 

FOBMAL CIAUSES 

ARTIClE 4 

SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION 
' 
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l. This Convention shall be open f'or signature on tiel!alf' of' e:ny Member of' the 

United Nations and also on behalf' of' e:ny other State to which an invitation has 

been addressed by the Peneral Assembly. 

2. This Convention shall be· ratified and the instruments of' ratification shall 

be deposited with the Secretary-General of' the United Nations. 

Comment 

The provision of' this clause embody the recommendation contained in 
paragraph l of' the Economic and Social Council resolution 445 B of' 26 May 1952 
that an international convention on the political rights of' women "be opened f'or 
signature. and ratification by Member States and such other States as .will be' . 
invited by the General Assembly". 

ARTICLE 5 

ACCESSION 

l. This Convention shall be open f'or accession to all States referred to in 

paragraph l of' article 4. 
2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of' an instrument of' accession 

with the Secretary-General of'.the United Nations. 

.Comment 

The Secretary-General has inserted this clause providing f'or accession as an 
alternative n:eans of' becoming bcund by the Convention f'or all States which may 
sign and mtif'y it. Previous conventions concluded by the General Assembly, such 
as the. Convention f'or the Suppression of' the Traf'f'ic in Persons and the 
Exploitation and Prostitution of' Others, contain similar provisions ~See Handbook 
of' Final Clauses, ST/UAJ./1, page ll, hereinafter referred to as the 'Handbook"). 

It will be noted that this clause provides f'or accession as from the time 
the Convention is open f'or signature, rather than at a specified date after the 
opening f'or signature. Such provision allows f'or a speedier process whereby 
States may become bound and also does not create a distinction between States 

/which may sign 
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which may sign and ratify or accede, and those which may only accede (For 
examples of the present clause, see Handbook, page 11, and for examples of the 
other type, see Handbook, page 21). . 

ARTICLE 6 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

1. This Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day following the 

date of deposit of the inStrument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ra·i;ifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit 

of the instrument of ratification or accession the Convention shall enter 

into force on the ninetieth day after deposit by such State of its inStrument of 

ratification or accession. 

Comment 

Most conventions recently drawn up under the auspices of the United Nations 
and of the specialized agencies contain a similar entry into force clause 
(For examples, see Handbook, pages 68-71). 

The stipulations regarding the number of States necessary to bring the 
Convention into force can be varied to suit the particular purposes of the 
Convention (In exao:rples quoted in the Handbook, the number of States varies from 
two to thirty) • 

RESERVATIONS 

At the request of the General Assembly (resolution 478 (V)), the 
International Court of Justice rendered, on 28 May 1951, an advisory opinion ~ 
regarding reservations to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Ge~ocide. Pursuant to the same resolution, the International Law 
Commission studied the question of reservations to multilateral conventions in 
its report ?:'5/. to the sixth session of the General Assembly. By resolution 
598 (VI) of 12 January ~52 concerning reservations to multilateral conventions, 
the General Assembly recommended "that organs of the United Nations, · 
specialized agencies and States should, in the course of preparing multilateral 
conventions, consider the insertion therein of provisions relating to the 
admissibility or non-admissibility of reservations and to the effect to be 
attributed to them". In view of this resolution, the Secretary-General has 
thought fit to set out here three alternative reservations clauses. 

~ A/1874 and I.C.J. Reports 1951, page 15. 

gg/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixth Session, Supplement No. 9; 

/ARTICU! 7-A 
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1, At the time of aigca.ture, ratification or accession,· any State may make 

reservations to any articles of this Convention other than to articles ---------· 

2, Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragxaph 1 of this 

article may at any time thereafter withdraw the reservation by communication to 

this effect addressed to the Secretary-General. 

Comment 

The principle of this clause has been applied most recently· in the 
Convention on the Status of Refugees (Geneva, 1951). 

ARTIClE 7-B 
Any State may make ita sigoa.ture, ratification or accession to this 

Convention conditional upon any of the reservations exhaustively enumerated as 

follows: 

Comment 

This clause is of the type used in the Revised General Act for the 
Specific Settlement oT International Disputes (lake Success, 1949), 

ARTIClE 7-C 
In the event that any State submits a reservation to any of the articles of 

this Convention at the time of signature, ratification or accession, the 

Secretary-General shall communicate the text of the reservation to all States 

which are or may become parties to this Convention. Any State which objects to 

the reservation may, within a period of days from the (!ate of the 

said communication (cr·upon the date of ita becoming a party to the Convention), 

notifY the Secretary-General that it does not accept it, In such case, the 

Convention shall not enter into force as between such State and the State 

making the reservation. 

Comment 

This clause follows the example of article 19 of the Convention on the 
Declaration of Death of Missing :Persons (lake Success, 1956), 

COUJNIAL CIAUSE 

In view of the nature of Colonial application clauses in multilateral 
conventions, the Secretary-General has thought it e:x;pedient to set out two 
alternative forms for the purposes of the present Convention, 

I ABTICIE 8-A 
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ARTICLE 8-A 

The :provisions of' this Convention shall extend to or 'be applicable e<J,ually 

to a metropolitan State party to the Convention and to all the territories, be 

they non:.Self'-Governing, Trust or Colonial Territories which are being 

administered or governed by such metropolitan State. 

Comment 

This clause essentially reproduces the article which the General Assembly, 
by its resolution 422 (V) of' 4 December 1950 re<J,uested. me C.ommission on Human 
Rights to insert in the International Cove:ca.nt on Human Rights. 

ARTICLE -8-B 

The word "State" as used in this Convention shall be understood to .include 

the territoriel3 f'or which it bears international responsibility, unless the 

State concerned, on ratifying or acceding to the Convention, has sti:pulated that 

the .Convention.shall not·apply to certain of' its territories. Any State making 

such a stipulation may, at any time thersa.f'ter, by notification to the 

Secretary-General, extend the application of' the Convention to any or all of' such 

territories. 

Comment 

The text of' this clause is taken with minor modifiC'!Ltions, from paragraph 3 
of article 13 of' the Convention on the Declaration of Death of' Missing Persons 
(See Handbook, page 147). This clause is an example of a colonial clause 
providing for the optional exclusion f'rom the a:p:plica.tion of the Convention of' 
territories f'or the conduct of' whose f'oreign relations the States parties ~e 
internationally 1'6a:ponsible (Exa.m:ples of' colonial clauses :providing for the 
optiona.l application of' the Convention to such territories, are to be f'ound on 
pages 139-145 of' the Handbook). 

ARTICLE 9 

DENUNCIATION AND ABROGATION 

l. Any State may denounce this Convention by written notification to the 

Secretari-General of' the· United Nations. Denunciation shall take eff'ect one year 

af'ter the date of' receipt of' the notification by the Secretary-General. 

2. This Convention shall cease to be in force as f'rom the date when the 

denunciation which reduce.s the number of' partie£! to less than ------,.-­

becomes ef'f'eotive. 

/Comment 
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Paragraph l of this clause follows the usual text of such clauses to be 
found in conventions which have been adopted under the auspices of the 
United Nations (See Handbook, pages 126-129). It does not, however, provide 
that there shall be an initial expiration of time after the entry, into force of 
the Convention during which States parties may not denounce the Convention 
(article 25 of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons 
contains such a provision). This may or may not be suitable for the purposes of 
the present Convention. 

Paragraph 2 of this clause reproduces the text of article 20 of the Draft 
Convention on the International Transmission of News and the Right of Correction 
(General Assembly resolution 277 (III)). It is not co!Lmonly found amongst 
conventions adopted under the auspices of the Ubited Nations and may or may not 
be necessary for the purposes of the present Convention. 

ARTICLE 10 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

Any dispute which may arise between any two or more contracting States 

concerning the interpretation or application of this convention which is not 

settled b,r negotiation, shall at the re~uest of any one of the parties to the 

dispute be referred to the International Court of Justice for decision, unless 

they agr~e to another mode of settlement. 

Comment 

It has become common practice to insert in conventions drawn up under the 
auspices of the United Nati'ons, a clause providing for reference to the 
International Court of Justice with respect to matters of interpretation or 
application of the convention, concerning which a dispute arises between one or 
more of the contracting parties. The present clause follows the usual form of 
such clauses (See Handbook, pages 159-166). 

ARTICLE 11 

NOTIFICATIONS 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify all Members of the 

United Naticins and the non-member States contemplated in paragraph 1 of article 4 

of this Convention of the following: 

(et Signatures and instruments of ratifications received in accordartce·with 

article 4; 

/(b) Instruments 
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(b) Instruments of accession received in accordance with article 5; 

(c) The date upon which this Convention enters into force in accordance 

with article 6; 

(d) CollllllUnicationa and notifications received in accordance with 

article 7 [chis will be necessary if either clause 7-A, B, orE is usey 

(e) Notificati~ received in accordance with article 8/Jhis will be 

necessary only if clause 8-B is usegJ; 

(f) Notifications of denunciation received in accordance with paragraph 1 

of article 9; 

(g) Abroge.tion in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 9, 

ARTICLE 12 

DEPOSIT. 

1. This Convention, of which the Chinese, ,English, French, Russian and Spanish 

texts shall be equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the 

United Nations, 

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit a certified copy 

to all Members of the United Nations and to the non-member States contemplated in 

paragraph·! of article 4. 

Note: It may also be thought desirable to insert a federal State clause in 

this Convention. In this connexion, the Secretary-General draws a1:;tention 

to three reports Which he has submitted regarding such clauses: E/17211 

dated 12 June 1950; A/CONF,?/21, Otl.ted July 1951, and E/CN.4/651, dated. 

17 March 1952, 




