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Letter dated 15 November 1951 from the Head of the Delegation of the 
Union Of Soviet Socialist Republica, adctreeeed to the Pres1,.dent of 

· · .. the General Assembly 

Paris, 15 November 1951. 

I have received a copy of ari appeal dated 17 October from a group of Greeks, 

addressed to the Secretariat~ of"tlle Untted·Eat1ons, Mr. TrUli!B.n, Mr. Stalin, 

Mr. Attlee, Mr. Mao Tee-Tung and Mr. Auriol; the United Nations Cam:mieeion on 

Human Rights, the International Law Association and the International Organization 

of Journalists, concerning the trial of a group of Greek patriots by the 

Extraordinary M1J.i tary Tri buna:l of' Greece. Its text reads as follows: 

"17 October 1951 
APPEAL TO 

THE SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 

MR. TRUMAN, MR. STALIN, MR. A'l'TIJ.f!E, MR. MAO TSE-TGNG AND MR. AURIOL~ 

THE UNITED NATIONS COMMrSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 

THE INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION, 

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JotJRNAIJ:STS AND 

ALL CIVILISED AND PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE, 

by .persons arrested in December 1950 and to be tried on the day after tomorrow 

by the ExtraQrclinary: ~~ l.i~y 'l'rilnmal. 

Tb.e · ptirpose of this appeal is to draw public attention·to the ba.l:'baroua acts 

which have been committed in the very centre. of Athens, in the General Asphalia 

(Security Police) bu:lldina. At the ·same time we "t>rish to can· upon all civilised 

and progressive people, irrespective of their political opinions, to protest 

against and demand the cee!=!e.tion of this .. unprecedented barbarism, which brings 

shame upon the civilh< ion of 0ur oount!Y· 

"On Christmas Eve, hundr~de of Jaople lrere seized, some i~ the etree~e ana 
some· in their homes, and herded like sheep into the calls of t~e General Aephalia. 
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All of us .:;.;\ ·!nembers of anti-fascist· and trade union orga¢zationa 1 1nte-lleo.tuals . 

·j~urnaiists, lavzyers, teachers; dootors, manual and white-collar ivorkers, men and 

: : .: -vtom.en·, - old people, yollng girl~, sufferers from tuberculosis and o.ther diseases -­

all were cast in~o_prison cella • 

.. · .. : .:· . · .. !'['he story vrhich vre · will proceed to relate gives but a partial idea of the 

... -h~ll -~hl~~ .. ;;~vails- i?'h~~~.,-· ·; ·T)le ,. ~ctuai tru~h, ~-tliich 1~ not yet Jmown to us in 

full, d~fies -<lesc-ription. and b9ggars the imagination. . ·.•. . 
,... . .. . . . . . .. - .... .. . •, . . .. 

·· -~'btir·· c':dtrie · 'cOtisist~fJ.n .. the..:iv.i61ation-~f. ;,.~e-;B.oto~i:Ous ··.lii't:r:~.¢~ ~09·;· .:1 .e. in 
.... _ . ,.. • .,. ....... _ _ _ ,._ ... _ ••• ·--:--- • - . j •. . ' • • • ~-· . • 

th'3 fa~t · '-t&-t.=:.w~---de.'~,fiot ·.cdtrl t ~-t~~ - the· · eii~::Gfn£(; ord~rt ' . ia'"':ld~af~ "sacred' 
. ·'· . 

infallible and so forth. 

'< ., . :: 11-Itnm.edi"ately· .after our arrest, 1 interrogations 1 were begun. in order to 

, ascel:'tain o~ 1c:r::t.mee 1 • vTe w·er~ _near~ all. kept in complete isolat:l:on. . .From 
• -: :~ • • ~. • • • • 0 • ' 

the ou~s.~t ~n~ of u..s were be!it.e:~ ;~: O'\:U' ·a·rm.~ ··!Were trl.Eftred, we ~rere :chrown unclothe1 

on the. oement floor and left -vrithout food. _ These solitary confinement cells are 
.. , 

. like_ -~Ofll.bs, but they ~re wo:t;ee than tombs, since in ? tcm.b it is at least· poasiblr 

to lie ~?Ym, _wherea? in some cells it is impossible even· to stretch one 1 s legs, 

since their area +s 1 aquare ~etre. Some of the cells are· pitch dark.by. day and 

night; , others are f~ooded in bright, blinding light. In winter these cells are 

like refrigerators, in summer like the ovens ·of Hitler's Maidanek. The atmosphe: 

re~nds one of a cemetery; even . coughing is forbidden · • .- The abcoustics of the 

so;Li t~ry ~onnnement~ wing are . very stratlge. . Tl-J.e slightest ·n.bise ~t one end 

may be heard in the most : 9-ista~~ . - oell. It::· is · irn:possible to fall asleep, not onl 

becau.ae of the illcese8Xlt noise of doors .:.and obse:r.vation windows, ·and not .only 

because of the shouts . o;t' laught:er. of the prisQU ~guards~ The most 'terrifying 

thing is that su.dden.ly' especially at :·night' t:Qe: :graveyard 'ai1ence is pierced 
. I . 

by the blood- curdlin_g shrieks . ,of _someone •·rho has -lost his reason or :tsr ·recalling 

the!·· ~ght~·;e· ~f t .o;ture·. Th~l ~]· are eu,dd,en cries· ~f- . 1.Motf!.er' -he'lp 'me' •• ·.I' or 
'No ••.. _n~ •.. I am ~o~ a ~r~itor. ': , and. so forth.- · ·. 

, ~ .. 11Th~~~ who have- - l~st their reas~>n .scream ~ceasinaly -un.ti'l they eNJ' kicked 

:i.nsens:i.ble~; · bc;<1d, -s,agged ~- pr gi~en. ~ s,hot w:>t-th a h;r.podelomi·,r needle. Hhen the 

· .. shouts. or' the ·.iusa~e-- and the laug~jl~r of .the .. :prisol). guards die down, ·the weep:tng 
•• l .. . • -" : • • • • • . . . . 

of s?me wo~en and . weaker ~~V:~W.~Y. b~ . heard •. 
•. . ' ' ! ~ • ,: . ' . .. . ;: . . ; 

'Every hour, the obser vation vtind9w _opens. and a :warder gives the follmdng 

'advioe t: 'You ehouic. make a clean ·brE;Jast of,it .and co'Q.fess everything; :i.f you. 
~ .. 1 • • ,•. 

d,O not YOU _will d.'ie_.in .a ·. f~W days I, 

/"For a 
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"For a long time viai ts from relati vas vrere forbidden, and some of us ifere 

not allovred such visits for over eight months. In the beginning, ve were not 

even allowed to shave; our beards were cut with clippers. We have to bite off 

our finger-nails • . · Newspapers and books. ~re strictly prohibited, Nevertheless, 

attempts are made t~ give us various ·news; with a view to breaking our resistance 

completely. Here are acme examples: 'Mass shoo~ings have begun', 'The 3rd 

decree is in force again', 'The North Koreans and Chinese have been routed', 

:Stalin is deac"J.I , and so forth·. 

''Not· only are 'tve constantly called before the investigator i but our cella 

have been visited by the trio Krondiris, Stassinopolllos and Robert ~~iacoll. 

The first is a police officer who formerly served in the correctional police and 

then under Maniadakis, during the Met~xas regime, and now heads the departmer.t 
. I 

for combating communism. The second, an eminent member of the Igea or~ni.zation: 

"~>1'88 the Public Prosecutor of the Extraordinary Military Tribunals, and. ia novr an 

unsuccessful candidate of the Papagos party for the Arcadia prefecture. ·rn view 

of the fact that some prisoners may not have the 'hono~' to know ~m, ·he was 

introduced by Krondiris ae if to say 'Here is your executioner'. The third.man, 

Robert Driscoll, known as 'Bobs', is an American, serving in the General AsphaliR' 

in the prosecution and destruction of dem~cratio citizen~. He is small, stout, 

fair-haired and blue-eyed. 
11These are the circum.stati6es fn which the 'investigations' have taken place, 

Every kind of tortures has been used, and the champion in this field is 
, ' I 

Mr~ .-·tBoba' ·; who has not .attempted to disguise his exec'U.tioner:'s role. 
" . The prisoners to be interrogated are led into a cell. There they are told 

that; ·since they·have not told the 1vhole truth, they ~re to be.-tested on an 
. . 

apparatus· which registers ·false( statements. Iri actual fact, this so-called 

T lie detectort 'i·s an apparatUS WhiCh prOdUCeS electriC ChargeS in the human body 

and gives rise to electric shocks. This machine is' personally supervised by the 

American, but he has an assistant, a Ge~man laboratory-technician who is a former 

Hi tleri t~ , a!ld k:ccrre no Gre~k ·at all. A mod.eri:J' 1 crm-m of thorns' 1 a placed. on 

the head of 'the person under i;nterrogation, ·:t"o' th~. accompaniment· of the laughter 
. . . . . 

of those present. The German immediately ·connects the cu.:r:l-ent. E4nd begins . to 

re~uiate' the 1 dOS98 I} .examining the rapidly mOVi~. pointerS Qtl : Certain dialS •. 

The '·victim fe els as if thousands of needles are piercing hie body, nerves and 

intestines. The pain and suffering are terrible, At . the same time, an iron 
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hand seems to be clasping the victim's heart and driving him insane. , 
' . · ~-'The .iin:passi ve ItfterJ.i te oontinl.les to regulate his machinety. The Greek 

'i!J.t~rrog~to; 1 dictates the viot·irn.' s ansviere . and ·the American smiles with. the . 
. . . ! . 

... sai;i.isi'~.otion of an executioner. · . . 

hr.f .. the -~·arson undel" interl7og~;~tion 19aes. consciousness or the ee·rmcin conside;re 

that he . i.~ about .io faint, he te..m:porariiy disconnects the current.· It. if.'l ·~ot· 
known ho~ · tlrls apparatus came tp Greece -·- ,ihJther it was iP,herii,;.ed. from ··some."· · ·· 

Geatap,o ,.:prison. or whether 1 t \raa imported fro~ America d;t~e-~t un.q,~_r, th~ . Mar~hEill . 
• ,' ,I ,·' • . • • • ; • ' ·, • .l. • • •, , .. • ' •• • •_. 

Plan. , We only kr1o'i that although the electrification .of Gr~ece· ·is still a · dream, 

th:e ele~t~i:fication 'of the mE! thode of torture used in .the.; Gen~·;a?: Asphalia ·is ; · . .. . . -·. ;::.· . • • tl • · : 

progressing _most s~ucceeaful.J.;y. 
11It shou1d be ·admitted here that the 'lie detec·tor·• has n.Ot. been ueea··: 9n some 

. . . · .. 

pri~.o~e!_'~ ':fho ."have taken a firm stand from the be;ginning, t;or fear they might · 

.. seiz~ .the m~chlne 'ancl bri~g it down on the Anierican "a he~d. : . . . .. 

. ~'Dur.ing these ~ -'investigations t ~ the ~erican has shown grea-:t inventiveness~ 
. -He has·. even: .go~e so tar -as .to :protni se'.: 'iTO~en to send them to Ame~ica and f'itid. them 

· , · huspand~ there if they '\'rould stat~ that 'the National-Deoo.oc.rati~ moveme'Q.t in . . ' . . . . 
Greece has failed 1 • It should also be noted· that there hay~ been cases of assault 
... 1"' • . . .. 

against women in the cells •. . . 
11Thus, in the very first days·, Lia Flotia ··1 com.tnitted. suicide ·,. · Others lost 

their reaso'u . or. suf:fered serious Jlervoua breakdowns; : .for. examp;t.e 1 Dimitri 

. Afanassopoulo~·, a· -craftsman, -~.,ho -~~ se~t to a lunatic .as~l~, Stavros .F.ita.kas, 

a ~e~chant~ Samis, a teacher, ~heo~ora Georgiadou, and then S~iros Lo~gos, wh~ 

went mad and tried . to commit . ~uicide_ . Maey contracted in.oul:'able d~s·e·ases and 
others became :prematurely grey. This is how the As:ghalia m~l).ag~s t~ .:~xtort ; . 
'ev~dence' fr9m witnesses who are at the same time the accused. 

. ' 
11Nowhere and never have such· te;rible ·attempts been ·ma9,e to undormine · 

men 1 s sollls and · spirits. And this hell di~ not ccntinuo for days o~ 1-moks, 

-- but for 'vhole mon,ths-, !3BP,Iling the prisoners I blood drop by drop. - A prisoner 

. . wa~ c ompe·l:l~~ci :to fight .:death eve;,~ rn:i.nute. ·.Minutes -- . texr~ble ·~ endlo.es, . 

Ul}b$lievably , crushingly op:pre~sive minutes -- were · like tno"t?-ths, h;Ji:·~ ·iura· years . 

. A~. the e~tran~e to· this haJ,l . there is a notice saying: tEnt~~cie ~:&Fictl;Y'· 
. ·.f~;bidden tO .'ail persons' w:i. thout eXCeption I but it WOuld have been more .Ei~ table 

to have. inscribed Dante 's famous words· 'Abandon ·hope, all ye who ~nter ·.here 1 
•· 

Yet even.' that would not be entirely cor~ect) because those vho believe in the: 
/idf!Jals . 
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ideals of freedom and justice never lose faith or hope, in any country. They 

fight to the last breath, and even in dying i-r.1.n their battle. 
110ur case will be heard by the Ex:tra.ordinary Military Triburn.l on 

19 October. Approximately one hundred people are on trial. vlithout any 

regular legal proceedings, 't-Te are to be tried on the basis of 'evidence' 1 given 

by some persons under the conditions described above. 
11But in fact it is not 1-re vrho shall be on trial. The accused are those 

~mo organized these •interrogations• and the police State which permits and 

approves them. The Extraordinary ~Iili tary Tribune,l -- 1f i ndeed 1 t be a 

tribunaJ. and not a department of the A&Jphalia -- should call all those 

'investigators' to the 'rltness-stand and interrogate them, Above all;·it should 

summon the American, Robert Driscoll, and hie assistant, the Hitlerite 

executioner. 

"In any e'vent, vre caJ.l upon all civilized and progressive people to take 

our part and to help us in this trial. Above all, li'e appeal to all honest people 

to fight for the abolition of such barbarous prisons, which are a blot on our 

ci vill za ti on • 

N. BELOYANNIS AFRODITI MANIATI, Clerk 

G. PO~s, Trade Unionist 

ST. DRO.tv'fAZOS, Journalist 

ELLl ISAINIDOU, 1-loman Journalist. 11 

ST. GRAMENNOS, Trade Unionist 

K. IUKOIJ.\KOPOULOS~ Tooch~r 

In .d.ra\-Ting your e. t'tention, l>Ir . l'reaicien·c , to the t ext of the v.bovc a :opeo.l1 

I irould request you to be guided by the human approach to the protecti on of 

victims of the political terror in Greece adopted at the third and fourth sessions 

of the General. Assembly of the United 11a tions, and to take prompt action through 

the United Nations to save the ·:pa.triots ·accused by the Extraordinary Military 

Tribun.al of Greece, '!-rhos e li vea are in immediate danger under the threat of' the 

death sentence. 

At the same time, I would ask you to arrange for my letter to be issued as 

a General Assembly document and distributed to all delegations. 

(Sipjled) A. VYSHINSKY 

Head of the Delegation of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
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