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Dual Digtribution

THREATS TO THE POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE AND
TERRITORIAL INIEGRITY OF GREECE

Letter dated 15 Wovember 1951 from the Head of the Delsgation of the
Ubion of Soviat Socialist Republice, addressed to the Pregident of
the General Assembly

Paris, 15 November 1951.

T have received a copy of an appeal dated 17 October from a group of Greoks,
addressed to the Secretariat! ofthe United Faticns, Mr. Trumen, Mr. Stalin,

Mr. Attlee, Mr. Maoc Tse-Tung and Mr. Aurlol; the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, the Internmational Law Assooistion and the Intermational Orgenization
of Journallsts, concerning the trial of a group of Greek patriots by the
Extraordinary Military Tribunal of Greece. Its text reads as follows:
"17 October 1951

APPEAL TO

THE SECRETARTAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS,

MR. TRUMAN, MR. STALIN, MR. ATTIEE, MR. MAO TSE-TUNG AND MR. AURIOL,

THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS,

THE INTERNATIONAL IAW ASSOCIATION,

THE INTERNATIONAT, ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALTSTS AND

ATT, CIVIIISED AND FROGRESSIVE PEOPLE,
by persons arrssted in December 1950 and to be tried on the day after tomorrow
by the Extraordinary N‘litary Tribupnal.

The purpose of this appesl is to draw public attentlon to the barberous acts
which have been committed in the very centre of Athens, in the General Asphalie
(Security Police) building. At the same time we wlsh to call upon all civilised
and progressive people, irrespective of their polltical opinions, to protest '
againet and demend the cessation of this unprecedented barbarism, which brings
shame upon the civilie~ ion of our country.

"On Chrigtmas Eve, hundreds of jsople were geized, some in the streets and
gome in thelr homes, and herded like sheep into the cells of the General Aephalis.
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All of us ---members of enti-fgséist'and trade union orgenizations, intellectuals,
Jowrnalists, lawyers, teachers, dooctors, manual aud white-collar workers, men and

¢ [+women,” 0ld¢ people, youmg girls, sufferers from tuberculosis and obther dlssases --

't.

all were cast into prison cells.
'The story which we will proceed to relate gives bub a partial idee of the

hsll which preveils: there The aotual truth which 18 not yet known to us in

fall. defies deacription and baggars the imaginatlon.

"Our crima consiatg in the: violation-of the-aotorious lan-ﬁo. 509, 1.8, in
 the fact-that e 4o not ednit thﬂt the exid%ing tordert 18 idaal sacred
infallible and so forth.

"Inmediately after owr arrest, 'lnterrogations’ were begun in order to
, ascertain our 'crimes'. We werg mearly all kept in complete i8olation, From

‘ the outset many of us were beatan, our armg Wore twiﬁted, we were bhrowm unclothe

do not you will die 1n a faw days*

on. the cement flocr end left without food. . Thase solitary confinement cells are

likﬁrﬁcmbs, but they ére woree them towbs, slnce in 2 tcwb 1t 1z at least possibl

to e down, ﬁhereag in some cells it 1s impossible even to stretch one‘s'léga,
since their area is 1 aguare metre. Some of the cells are pitch dark by day and
night; others are flooded in bright, blinding light. In winter these cells are
like réfrigérators, in summer like the ovens of Hitler's Maidanek. The atmosphe:
reminds ocue of a cemetery; even coughing is forbidden.  The accoustics of the
solitary confinement wing are very strange.. The slightest noise at one end
nay ﬁé'héardhin the most.distant cell. Itris impossible to fall asleep, not onl
because of the incessant noise of doors and observation windows, ‘and not .only
becauvse of the Bhoutl of laughter of the prison guards. The most'terrifying
thing ls that suddenly, especially at: night, the graveyard silence is plerced
by the hlood curdling shrieks of scueone who has lost hls reason or 1s recalliug
the nightmafe of torture. Thexz are sudden cries of: . 'Mother, help ‘me: ...', or
’No »e. WO ... T an not & traitor', amd. so forth. : o B

"Those who have lost ‘thelr reason scream unceasingly umtil thay ard kloksd
insensible bchxd, gaggaﬁ or given 2 shot with a hypodermic needle. When the

k shouts of the ;usane end the laughter of the. priscn guards dile down, the WBBPinS
. of some women and weakar meg may be hsard

'Evsry hour, the observation window cpens. and & warder gives the following
’adviceT' '"You should make & clean breasu of 1t and confess everything; I1f you
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"For & long time visits from releatives were forbildden, and some of us were
not allowed such vieits for over eight wonths. In the beginnlng, we were mot
even allowed to shave; our beards were cut with clippers. We have to blte off
our finger-neils, Newspapers and books are strictly prohibited, Nevertheless;
attempts are made tc give ua variouS‘nswsj with a view to breaking our reslstance
completely. Here are scme examples: 'Mess ahéoninga have begun', 'The'3fd
decree 18 in force agaiun', 'The North Koreans and Chinese have been routed';
‘Stalin ie demd', and so forth, ;

"Not only are we constently called befors the invea‘-;igé'tor,' but our cells
have been visited by the trio Krondiris, Stassinopoulos and Robert Driscoll,

The first 1s & police officer who formerly served ium the correctlonal police &ndr_

then under Maniadekis, during the Metaxas reglme, and now heads the department

for combating communism. The second, an emlnent metiber of the Idem organizatiom,

was the Public Prosecutor of the Extraordinary Military Tribﬁnals, and is novw an
unsuccessful candldate of the Papagos party for the Arcadia prefecture, In view
of the fact that some prlsoners may not have the 'honour' to know hiuw, he' was
introduced by Erondiris &8 if to say 'Here is your pxecutionor?. The third man,
Robert Driscoll, known as 'Bobs!, is en American serving in the General Asphalia’
in the pfbsecution and destruation of democratic ¢itizens., He ls swall, stout,
fair-haired and blue~eyed. . k

"These ere the circumstances in which the 'investigetions' have taken place.
Every kind of tortures has been used, and the champion in thls fileld is
Mr. 'Bobs!, who has not attempted to disguise his exscationer 8 role.

"The priscners to be interrogated are led into & cell. There they are told
that, since they have not told the whole truth, they are to be tested on an
apparatie which reglsters Ffalss statements. Iﬁ actual fabt;'fhia go-callad
'lie detector! is en epparetus which produces olectric charges in the human body
and glves rime to elsctric ghocks. This mechine is personally supervised by the
American, but he has'au'assistant, a Gerwan laboratéfy-technician who‘is a former
Hitlerite and knowe no Greek at all. A moaern ‘erown of thorns' is placed on
the head of the person under interrogation, to the acccmpaniment of the laughter
of thosa pregsent, The Germen immediately comnects the current &nﬁ beglna to
regulaté the ’doses','examining the rapidly moviﬁg.pointera on certain dlals,
Théxvictim feels as if thousande of needles are pierciﬁg hie body, nerves and

dntestines. The pain and suffering are terrible., At the same time, an irom
' /hand
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hand seems to be clasping the victim's heart and driving him lnsans. .

-+ 'The impassive Hiterlite continues to regulate his machinery The Gréek
'interrogator' dictates the vioetinm's ansvers anﬁ the American smiles with the
Batisfaction of an’ executionsr, o

“If the perscn under interrogation losas conscilousness or the German considera
that he is about 1o faint he temporarily disconnects the current. It ey not
known how th_s apparatus came to Greece -- wheéther it was inheritsd fron ‘somg
Gestapo Qrison or whether it was 1mportad from Americe direct under the Marshall
Plan, We only oy that although the elsctrification. of Greece 18 sti1l & dream,
the electrificaticn ‘of the methods of torture use& din the General Aaphalia 1 ¢
progreasing most succesafully ’ : _

"It should bé aduittod here that the 'lie detector’ has not been uged" on Acme
priaoners who ‘have taken a firm stand from the beginnang, for fear they might

. seize the wachine and bring it down on the Atierican ts he@d.;“

"During these 'invsatigationa1 the American has shown great invenﬁivaness.

He hes even gone so far as to promise women to send thew to America and find them
-J~husbands there if they would state that 'the National- Democratie movement in

Greece has failed‘ It should also be noted that there have been cases of assault
against women in the cells. - U
"Thus, in the very first daya Ida Flotia Tcommitted sulcide’. - Others lost

their reason or sqfferad serious nervous breakdowns; _for.example, Dimitrl =

'Afanassopoalos, a craftesmen, who vas gent to & lunatic asylum, Stavfoa_ﬁiﬁaﬁas,

e merchaﬁt Samis, a teacher, Theodora Georgladou, and then Spiros Longos who

‘went uad and tried. to commit . sulcide. Mﬂny contracted inourahle diseasas and

others became prematurely grey. This is how the Asphelia managas to extort

'avidence' frem wltnesses who are at the same time the accused. "
"Nowhere and never have such terrible attempts been made to uuﬂarmine

men's souls and spirits. And this hell d1d not ccnbinue for days or weokB

.:'but for wﬁolé months, sapping the prisoners blood drop by drcp.. A prisoner
- was compellsd to fight death every minute. Mlnutes - tsrrible andloes

wabslievably, crushingly oppressive minutes -- were: like months, hours like years.

. At the entrance to this hell there is a notice saylng: ‘Entrance sﬁfictly

forbidden to all persons, without exceptiou’ but it would have been more suitabla

to have inscribed Dante's famous words "Abandon ‘hope, all ye vwho enter here!.

Yot even that would not ba_entirely'corféct, because those who belleve in the,
/1deals
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ideals of freedom and Justice mever loge faith or hope, 1n any country. They
fight to the last breath, and even in dylng win their battle.

"Our cass will be heard by the Extracrdinary Military Tribunal on
19 October. Approximately one hundred people are on trial. Without any
regular legal proceedings, we are to be tried on the basis of revlidence!, glven
by soms persons undsr the conditions described above. h

"But in fact 1t ie not we who shall be on trial. The accused are those
who organized these 'interrogations' and the police Stebte which permité and
approves then. The Extraordinary Military Tribunel -- if indeed 1t be a
tribunal and not a department of the Asphalia -- should call all those
tinvestigators! to the witness~-stand and interrogate them, Above all, 1t should
gummon the American, Robert Driscoll, and his assistant, the Hitlerite
executloner.

 "In any event, we call upon all civilized and progressive people o take

our part and to hélp us in this trial. Above all, we appeal to all honest peopls
to Tlght for the abolition of such barbarous prisons, which are a blot on our
civilization,

. BELOYANNIS _AFRODITI MANTATI, Clerk
G. PODARAS, Trade Unlonist ST. GRAMENNOS, Trade Unionist
ST, DROMAZOS, Journalist K. NIKOLAKOPOULOS, Teacher

ELLI ISATNIDOU, Woman Journalist.”

In drawing your zttentlon, Mr., President, to the text of the abova appeal,
I would request you to be guilded by the human approach to the protection of
victims of the politicael terror in Greecs adopted at thg third and fourth sesslons
of the General Assembly of the United Nations, end to take prompt actlon through
the United Nations to save ﬁha'patriots'accused by the Extraocrdinary Military
Tribunal of Greece, whose lives are in immediate danger under the threat of the
death sentences.

At the same time, I would ask you to arrange for my letter to be issued as
a General Assembly document é.nd distributed to all delegatlons.

(Signed) A, VYSHINSKY

Bead of the Delegation of the Union
of Soviet Sociallast Republics.
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