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AGENDA ITEM 39

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources (concluded)

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (A/5344/
ADD.1 AND ADD.1/CORR.1)

1, The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now go into
the voting on the item under consideration. The voting
will take place in the following order: first, a separate
vote by roll-call on operative paragraph 5 of the
draft resolution in the report of theSecond Committee
[A/5344/Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1], as proposed by the
United Kingdom; second, I shall then put to the Assém-
bly the request of the representative of Burma for a
separate vote on the first part of operative paragraph
‘9, which reads: "Foreign investment agreements
freely entered into by or between sovereign States
shall be observed in good faith"; third, and depending
on the result of the preceding vote, I shall put that of
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operative paragraph 9 to the. vote and fourth and
lastly, I shall put to the vote the draft resolution
recommended by the Second Commitiee as awhole, as
amended,

2. I now put to the vote operative paragraph §, I wish
to remind the Assembly that it decided this afterndon,
under rvule 87 of the rulés of procedure, that this
question, and therefois the related amendments, shall
be decided by two-~thirds of the Mombers present and
voting, A roll-call vote has been requested.

Jamaica, having been drawn by lot by thePresident
was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania,
Mongolia, Morocco, Nigeria, Panama, Poland,
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Syria,
Tanganyika, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Soclalist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Republic, Yemen, Yugoslavia,Afghanistan,
Algeria,Bulgaria,Burma,Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, Congo (Leopoldville),
Cuba, 'Czecnoslovakia, Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq.

Against: Japan,” Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, South Africa, Spain, Sweden. Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great-Britain anc
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgxum,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Dominican Republic,ElSalvador, Federation
of Malaya, France, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy.

Abstaining: Jamaica, Liberia, Madagascar, Niger,
Rwanda, Thailand, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Finland Ghana,
India, Ivory Coast. \

Operative paragraph 5 was rejected by 41 Votes to
38, with 15 abstentions.

3. The PRESIDENT: Is there any objection «to ‘the"
request for a separate vote on the first part of para-
graph 9? ‘

4, I call on the representative of Italy on a pomt -of
order.

5. Mr, ZADOTTI (Italy): I wish to state that my dele—
gation opposes the request for a separate vote on
paragraph 9 of the draft resolution,

6. The PRESIDENT: An objection hai been ralsed X
shall therefore put to a vote the motionfor division.
Rule 91 of the rules of procedure provides that two
speakers shall be given permission to speak.infavour.
of the ‘motion and two agamst ’/Does an_'; one wish: to
apeak? - - L

7. Since no dne w1shes to speak, I shall put to a’ vote

the request for a separate vote on the first part of
paragraph 9 : B : .
A/}z‘v.n;%‘f
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The motion was rejeoted by 45 votes to 33, with 34
-abs gentlons.

8. The PRESIDENT: As the motion for division has
not heen adapted, I now put to the vote the draft reso-
* lution as a whole, as nmeuded A roll-onll voto has
been requested,

A vote was taken by roll-call,

,Jordan, having heen drawn by lot by the President,
was orlled upon to vate first,

In favour: Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya,
Luxemlpm:g, Madagasoar, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Moroccd, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Noxway,. Pakistan, Panema, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Rwanda, Saudl Arabia, Sensgsl, Sierrs
Leone, -Spaln, Sweden, Syria, Tanganyika, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, Unitad States of America,
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burundi,  Cambodia,
,Cameraoon, Canada, Central African Republic, Ceylon,

"Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo (Leopoldvills),
Cogta Rica, Cyprus, Dahomey, Denmark, Dominican
Republic, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya,
Finland, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland Israei,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan.

Against: South Africa, France, -

Abstainipg: Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Sooialist
Republics, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ghana,
Hungary. ~ ‘

The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by 87
voles to 2, with 12 abstentions.

9, -'The PRESIDENT: I give the floor to representa-
tives who wish to explain their vote,

10, Mr. EL-BANNA(United Arab Republic): We have
supported and voted for the resolution, as amended,
because it complies, to a great extent, with our point
. of view on this item. In order to have a free hand in
adapting the economy, in such a way as to raise the
standard of living of the people and to ensure that
development proceeds and is enjoyed by them, a
country may seek to remove certain elements of
economic dislocation, that may seriousiy hamper the
social and the economic targets of the development
plan, It is of vital importance to the developing coun-
tries to have commahd over the way in which their
natural resources are exploited.

11. The resolution points out that the exploration,
development and disposition of the natural resources
of a country, as well as their nationalization, expro-
priation or. requisitioning, should be in conformity
- with the rules and conditions freely prescribed to by
that country, with appropriate compensationto owners
‘of .property. . These rights, it may be stressed, are in
accordance with international law. It is noteworthy that
the United Arab Republic, in exercising its rights of
- economiz  govereignty, has lived up to its foreign
.obligations of compensation, Two important examples,
in this respect, are the Suez Canal compensation and
the compensation to the United Kingdom nationals,
.which we have paid in full, at a time when we had
_’heavy 'nressure ‘on our balance of payments, as
‘ necessrtated by -our comprehensive development plan.

IR . b4\
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12, Congora has heen expreszed about the impnot of
the resolution on the flow of foreign oeapital, This
ooncern has, we feel, been taken careof in the resolu~
tion, since compeneation for propexty is an important
principle in the resolution. Of courge, each individual
oountry onn toke the necessary steps on the national
plane to give concessions to foreign investment with
all appropriate guarantees, on a basis of mutual
henefit, not of exploitation, We should like, in this
respeat, to confirm the idea expounded in the fifth
preambular paragraph which distinguishes between the
pre-independenca and the post-independence gontracts
conducted by different States, since full politlcal
sovereignty is a prerequisite for full economio
sovereignty,

13, Colonialism and racial discrimination, which
have been condemned in various forums, constitute
two kinds of violating the economic sovereignty rights
of the countries where they still exist, since the re-
sources and peoples of these countries are exploited
in such a way as tohbenefit primarily either {oreigners
or minorities, We would have liked that these two
aspects would have been explicitly mentioned in the
resolution, They are implicitly taken care of, however,
in the rasolution, especially in operative paragraphs
1, 5and 7,

14, As to the suggested amendment [A/L.412/Rev.2],
we voted for it because we felt that the permanent
sovereignty over national resources is so important
an item that it should be continuously considered and
followed up by the United Nations,

15, We voted against the deletion of operative para-
graph 5 of the original draft resolution since the para-
graph confirms further the economic sovereignty
rights of nations and considers inadmissible acts
aimed at obstructing the creation, defence and
strengthening of that sovereignty. We could not agree
to the argument that this paragraph introduced an
element of imbalance in the text of the draft, since in
other paragraphs of the draft, foreign investors' rights
are maintained,

16. The same consideration of affirming further the
sovereignty rights of nations prompted my delegation
to vote for the amendment [A/L.414]. We would have
liked to include the paragraph suggested in this amend-
ment and to maintain operative paragraph 5 in the
original draft, We voted for the draft, as amended, on
the understanding that the ideas contained in operative
paragraph 5 in the original draft as well as in the
amendmeht [A/L.414], are implicitly contained in the
resolution, especially operative paragraphs 4 and 6 of
the original draft. .

17. Mr. CHOLLET (France) (translated from French):
I should like to explain very briefly the reasons why
we are against the text of the resolution on permanent

- sovereignty over natural resources.

18. Our position is bf‘sed as the French delegation

hzs seen fit to point out on several occasions, on the

fact that we do. not think that-the Second Committee
is. equipped to settle single-i:-ided a problem with
such complex and delicate legal implications, -

19. We still think that, before the matter was
settled, the opinion of United Nations organs com-
petent to deal with legal questions, guch as the Sixth
, Assembly or the Inter-
national Law Commission, should have been sought.
‘However laudablé the Second Committee's efforts to
produce compromise formulae may be when it deals
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with questions within its competence, that is to say
egsentially economio queations, we think that it is
taking the wrong rond and running serious risks when
it trles singlehanded to outline compromise formulae

on texts which are primarily concerned with matters.

of law.

20, Tor the same reasons, my delegation abstained
from voting on the thirteen-Power amendment
[A/L.412/Rev.2], which in our view raises similar
objections iIn that, instead of appealing to the legal
authorities which we have mentioned,- it refers con-
tinued consideration of this question toadministrative
or economic hodies,

21, We still think that it would he a waste of time to
try to lay down definitive formulae without first
requesting the opinion of those representatives whoare
empowered by the various States to deal with legal
questions,

22, We hope, however, that when he embarks upon
the study which he has been requested to make, the
Secretary-General will see fit to suggest that either
the Sixth Committes ox the International Law Com-
migsion should be consulted,

23, Mr, BUTTI (Iraq): While explaining our vote on
the resolution just adopted by the ‘Assembly, and for
which we have voted, my delegation wishes to stress
the faot that Member States and all countries of the
world, whose nationals and whoge Governments are
engaged in capital investment and the exploitation of
national natural resources, keep in mind in their
deliberations the interests of the developing countries
who have freed themselves from political domination,

24, We have listened to some speakers in defence
of further exploitation of people of the less developed
countries, These speeches deserve a brief answer.
It is a fact that political freedom, particularly in the
second half of the twentisth century, has hrought with
it a new type of colonlal effort in the interest of the
giants of trade, the developed empires of the world.
Neo-colonialism, which is so evident in all its un-
graceful forms, is a measure taken by the States
which were once the masters of the seas and which
possessed powerful armies in all the corners of the
world. Continents have suffered for ages as a result
of the indusirial revolution and of the expansion of
trade for the benefit of only a handful of States. The
giants of irivestment have subjugated huge areas of the
world and millions of people for their own interests.
‘This is the essence of the longdebates that the Second
Committee engages in concerning the development of
the developing nations, It is because the colonizers
had exploited, and are still exploiting, the natural
wealth of many nations, in order to meet their own
ends, that the United Nations is now confronted with
programmes such as Technical Assistance and inter-
national financing and assistance in general, to the
less developed countries. Nobody can deny the fact
that many nations that have been blessed with enor-
mous natural wealth are now referred to as, and are
in fact, less developed because the colonizers made
them so, It is a historical fact thatthe flags of empires
have followed the so-called merchants, traders and
investors to continents such as Africa, Asia-andSou

America, ‘ . ‘

25, In-the debatés on the permanént sovereignty over

natural resources, my delegation's interventiong were

own, were previously subjugated to impexrialisminone
way or another, We have therefore listened with
interest to the' chjections raised by scores of repre~
sentatives of the less developed.-countries to the
efforts whioch persisted for the purpose of furthering
the interests of the highly developed countries at the
expense of the less developed, My delegation's main
objeations to the Anglo-American amendments and to
the principles embodied in them could be summarized
as follows. ’

26, We regard sgreements signed between companies
and sovereign States as simple oontracts, governed
and protected by thedomesticlaws of sovereignStates.
If the word "agreements" still exists in the resolution
which was just adopted and if it may refer to sgree-
ments between companies and Stales, we still do not
see any reason for its observange in an international
instrument, Such agreements have been signed over
the ages between companies and sovereign States of
many countries and have been subjeot to the national
laws of these countries,

27, In operative paragraph 4 of the resolution, my
delegation wishes to confirm that the expression
"national jurisdiction of the State taking such measures
shall be exhausted" does not mean the end of the
application of national law,

28, We voted in favour of the amendments [A/L.312/
Rev.2] presented by thirteen delegations, with the
belief that all efforts should be resorted to in the
confirmation of the rights of a sovereign State for the
protection of the national interests of its people and
of the principles of sovereignty, It is our hope that the
States which have always talked about helping theless
developed countries in their efforts for developing
their economic and social conditions will let the
principles n~f the United Nations Charter and the
principles embodied in the United Nations resolu-
ticn on the Development Decade [1710 (XVI)] guide
them in their deliberations. Inasmuch as ail sovereign
States wish ‘to honour their agreements, their rights
to sovereignty should not be injured, It is a well-
known fact that, if the less developed countries
which possess natural resources and natural wealth
are helped to use the profits resuliing from the ex-
ploitation of these resources by foreign capital, it
will undoubtedly ease the pressures on United Nations
technical assistance funds, which can thenbereleased
in the interests of the developing countries which are
in need of them. . v »

29, My delegation voted in favour of the amendment
submitted by the Soviet Union delegation [A/L.414].
We did so because it contains all the confirmation re-
quired in a United Nations resolution of the inalienable
right of nations to nationalization, expropriation and
all measures aimed at protecting and strengthening
their complete sovereignty over anything which is
theirs, This is why we also voted for the retention of:
operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution. This is
also why we' voted in favour of the deletion of the first
sentence of operative paragraph 9, as suggestedby the .

delegation of Burma. We did that with the purpose of
removing any doubt about what sovereignty is. Inspite
of its retention, we must keep in mind the fact that
sixty nations voted for the draft resolution and only
five voted against it in the Committee. It seems rather
strange and if-I may say so illogical,  to feel the
necessgity in a United Nations resoélution which is an

international instrument to emphasize the observance .

in the interests of t:e majority of nations striviig for nal inst aph: :
of contracts between companies and States, and notito - -

devglopment. Almost all of thesenations, including my

Sas N © RS
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.emphasize the inalienable right of sovereign States to
which I have just referred, In the view of my delega-
tion, it is of high importance to emphasize the right
of sovereignty of States inaninternational instrument,

30. In conclusion, politioal freedom of the less de-
veloped countries should not ‘he jeopardized by the
efforts of the developed nations, which expeot to fur-
ther - their own development and increase their own
wenlth, The interests of the less developed countries
should be’protected by the United Natlons in order
that the principles embodied-in the Charxter could be
fulfilled, for a better world free from ignorance,
poverty and disease,

31, From today's debate it seems that there still
exist in the world efforts to maintain the privileges
which imperialism enjoyed for centuries, Butlsubmit
that the world of today is different from the world of
yesterday,, More than sixty nations have joined the
United Nations since its emergence, They are mostly
countries that have freed themselves from the yoke
of colonialism. We look forward together with the
millions of peoplse of the world to the day when all the
countries of the world will be freed from colonialism,
neo-colonialism and exploitation,

32, Mr. AMADOR (Mexico): The Mexican delegation
would iike to explain briefly its votes on the draft
resolution in document A/5344/Add.1, concerning per-
manent sovereignty over natural resources, in order
to record its position on this subject, since it did not
participate in the relevant debates in the Second
Committee or at the present session of the General
Assembly.,

33. Basing its position fundamentally and u shakeably
on the political Constitution of the United States of
Mexico and on the laws derived therefrom, and
actuated by Mexico's traditional and faithful fulfilment
of its international obligations, as also by its respect
for “the standards of .international law which it has
accepted, the Mexican delegation considers that the
draft resolution orin'mally submitted by the Com-
.mission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural
Resources 1/ gonstitutes a balanced text which fook into
account various points of view and was the outcome of
lengthy discussion, ¢

34, My delegation voted in favour of the first two
amendments proposed by the delegations of thirteen
countries in document A/L.412/Rev,.2, but abstained
on the third amendment because we are not convinced
that it would be useful or appropriate to continue the
study “of the various aspects of permanent sovereignty
“over natural resources. The Mexican delegation voted
against the retention of operative paragraph 5 of the
draft resolution because it considered that that para-
graph-had imphcatmns which could'be given an inter-
-pretation running counter to the principles which my
Government upholds and which are based fundamentally
.on the provisions of the Mexican Constitution, which,
for example, stated in regard to expropriations that
these may be carriéd out solely in the public interést
and with payment, of compensation.

35, TFor similar reasons we voted agamst the amend-
“ment proposed by the delegatlon of the SovietUnion in
"-document A/L.414. As is well known, in the two most
. outstanding cases concerning land and oil eéxpropria-
tmn in Mex1co, my Government prompr.ly paid. the

_/ Report of the Commission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural
Resources, (Unned Nations publicauon, Sales No.: 62,V.0), Annex, pp.

276 and 277,

appropriate compensation and, as always, has faith-
fully fulfilled its commitments,

36, TFinally, the Mexioan delegation voted-in favour
of the resolution as a whole as amended, for it con-
siders that, although we may not find some paxrts of it
altogether satisfactory, this dooument represents an
important deolaration on the indisputable rights of
peoples and nations to permanent sovereignty over
their natuml wealth and resources. |,

37. Mr. LUQMAN (Mauritania): We have justfinished
voting on the resolution on the permanent sovereignty
of States over their natural resources. I cast my vote
in favour of the resolution as a whole, as amended,
with the following reasons in mind, Firgt of all, we
voted against the deletion of operative paragraph 5,
because this, in the mind of my delegation, was the
central theme for many countries, especially those
developing countries who strive for some sort of in-
ternational document, to define their relationships
with other countries which might be interested in
investing oapital,

38, However, under parliamentary rules, the majority
rules, Even though my delegation voted in favour of
the resolution as amended, we do not consider this
instrument to be final or the only guidelines at which
this Assembly can arrive in the future. But my dele-
gation, in spite of the deficiencies and in spite of the
incompleteness of the resolution, believes that it
offers certain principles, espacially those expressed
in operative paragraphs 1, 2 and §,

39, On a previous occéasion in the Second Committee,

- T stressed the attitude of my country towards foreign
. capital investment, that is to say, our feeling about

investment in pursuit of developing our economies.
Our attempt here in the General Assembly was to
obtain g well-balanced document, acceptable to all
parties concerned and to those interested in the in-
vestment of capital in developing countries, especially
those with natural resources.

40, We strove to make as cleay, as posgible all in- -

volvements. in the area, which the small countries
might be able to see and understand, so that they
would have guidelines to enable them to visualize the
situation in the future, should somedifferences occur,
However, my delegation and my Government would
never anticipate that any differences would occur in
this case, This is a matter of formalities,

41, We sirove. here to obtain the necessary safe-
guards. However, my delegation would like to see a
better instrument, based on a serious study of inter-
national law, so that the old colonial theories, on the
one hand, and the international law of the twentieth
century on the other,canbe comparedto,and correiated
with, the principles of the Charter of the -United
Nations. My delegation, therefore, believes that the
instrument: ) have arrived at so far would, in the
future, help'us to see the areas where we can find a
better understanding, among those exploiting the

natural resources and those that are using the capital -

for the development of their economies,

AGENDA ITEM 25
The Situation wnh regurd to the mplementuhon of the

‘Declaration on the granting of independence $o colonial
countries and peoples: report of the Special Committee

e e e
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established under General Assembly resolution 1654 (XVI)
(continued)* . 4

42, The PRESIDENT: W’e will again take up the re-
port of the Special Committee [A/5238]. The Assem~-
bly has before it a draft resolution submitted by the
thirty-four Powers.[A/L.410 and Add.1]. :

43, I give the floor to representatives who wish to

.explain their vote before the voting.

44, Mr, VOEUNSAI SONN (Cambodia) (translated
from French): My delegation will vote in favour of the
draft resolution before us [A/L.410 and Add,1]}, which
mentions all the essential provisions relating to the
work of decolonization undertaken by' the United
Nations, It cannot help expressingits regret, however,
that it cannot join the sponsors, as it did in two con-
secutive years in the case of resolutions 1514 (XV)
and 1654 (XVI), This non-participation, which should
not be interpreted as tacit disapproval, is due to

‘ " practical considerations concerning the number of

members of the Special Committee and the establish-
ment of a time-limit for the granting of independence
to all colonial countries and peoples,

45, My delegation is still in favour of speeding up
the work of the Special Committee, for the Government
and people of Cambodia would like to see all forms of
colonialism and foreign domination eliminated as
soon as possible. It made certain comments to that
effect in its intervention of 27 November, last [1177th
meeting], Speaking about the number of ‘members of
the Speoial Committee, my delegation expressed the
fear that too great an increase in the number might

hamper the’ acceleration of the Commiitee's work,

46, With regard to the establishment of a time-limit
for all territories which have not yet achieved inde-
pendence, my delegation said that it was not against
that principle but, having in mind paragraph 5 of
resolution 1514 (XV), we think that a fixed date might
be either too soon or too late, given the greatly
varying circumstances,

‘27, We note, however, that the paragraphs of the draft

resolution which refer to that aspect of the ~uestion
take into account, on the one hand, the desire to see

“the application of the Declaration on decolonization

completed as soon as posgible and, on the other hand,
the need to give the Special Committee an opportunity
to examine all situations before making its recom-
mendations for a‘time-limit to be applied toall cases.

48, I should also like to point out, in connexion with
the Secretary-General's report on the financial im-

" plications of the draft resolution [A/C.5/962], thatthe

possible dissolution of the, Special  Committee for

‘South West Africa aid the Special Committee on Terri-
. tories under Portuguese Administration is hkely to

result in savings.

49, In conclusion notwithstandmg the comments which ’

it has just made in all objectivity, my delegation will
vote in favour of thedraft resolution before the General
Assembly. 2

50. "Mr. BINGHAM (United States of America) First,

of all, on behalf  of my delegation, I.should like to

express our appreciation for what we know have been

the very extensive labours of the drafters of the reso-

- lution -before us [A/L.410 and Add.1]. We know that a
great -deal of effort and mutual accommodation went

into this work and we compliment particularly the

* Resumed from the 1192nd meeting

Chairman for his part in bringing together many
points of view and in attempting'to reconcile them,
We know that the group faced many diffioulties in this
process, At the same time, I do want to say that my
delegation is disappointed in the draft resolution in
some respeots. First of all, there kas“been no effort
made to correct, or to make’ provision for correct-
ing, some of the shortcomings in the procedures in
the work of the Committee that we commented on in
our statement during the general.debate [1171st
meeting]. Nor has there been any effort made to make
provision for eliminating the tendency towards the
cold war in the Committee, which we also commented
on in the general debate.

51. The major problem that we see in this draft
resolution, is the reference, in the final preambular
paragraph, and in operative paragraph 8 (b), tosetting
a time-limit for the achievement of the Declaraticnon
the. granting of independence to all territories, ¢

' 52, There seem to us to be many arguments against

such an idea, and we have not heard convincing argu-

“ments in favour of it. I will come back to that in a

moment, But first I should like to mention briefly some
other points in connexion with the draft resoiution
with which we have some difficulty.

53, First of all, in operative paragraph 2, my delega-
tion assumes that the methods and procedures des-
cribed as having been adopted by the Committee are
those set forth in Chapter I, paragraph 112, of the
Special Committee's report [A/ 5238]. We would have
preferred, however, that the resolution state this

explicitly.

54, Similarly, with respect to operative paragraph 6,
we interpret that paragraph to include the idea of the
exgreise of the right of self-determination in all its
various manifestations. We wish that this paragraph
had been as complete on this point as is the Declara-
tion on the granting of independence [resolution 1514
(XV)] itself, ‘

55, With regard-to operative paragraﬁh 7, in the

-, view of my delegation, no expansion in the membership

of the Committee is necessary—or perhaps even de-
sirable. We are _fearful of making the Committee too
large and unw1e1dy. If any expansion in the member-
ship of the Committee were to be approved, we should
prefer that only four members be added,

56, With, regard to the distribution of the seats, if
there are to be additional members » We-are glad to
leave that in the hands of the Pres1de.1t of the General
Assembly, We assume, of course, that he will con-
sult w:sely .and widely, with Members of the General
Assenibly. I am constrained to say, however, that we
would not agree shout the fairne¥s. of the type of
distribution of seats which was "suggested by the
repregentative of Indonésia when he presented the
report of the sponsors in introducing the draft resolu-u

‘tion.
'57. With regard to- paragraph 8 (__), my delegationv

questions the wisdom of a paragrapk which asks the -
Special Committee to submit to the General Acsembly

next year. a full report containing its suggestions and
recommendations on all the territories mentioned in

. operative paragraph 5 of thé Declaration onthe grant-

ing of independence to colonial countries and peoplés,

“In the first place, we -are fearful that since it is° not |
‘specific territories, but categories of. territories,

which are mentioned, much valuabie time may be lost -
in the Committee in a.n effort to determind just which "l‘* “

0
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terrvitories ar:z inoluded under paragraph 5 of the
Deolaration, Even if that task could bhe sccomplished,

we believe that, in the time available, it would he im-
practicable to make an adequate repoxrttothe Assembly
dealing with ali the territories oconcerned, in any
individual way,

58, I should now like {o return to the matter of time-
limits, which we regard as the basic flaw in the draft
resolution as presented, I would restate briefly the
considerations whioh, in cur view, militateagainst the
idea of such an over-all time-limit.

59, Principally, it seems to us that this idea repre-
sents an over-simpiification of what is basically a very
complex problem, with many different problems
arising in each case, For that reason, we do not think
it is possible to set a time-limit or a target date that
can be applied to all territories. Indeed, we feel that
any attempt to set such a time-limit would be 8o un-
reslistic as actually to cast discredit on the United
Nations itself, and particularly on the generally laud-
able efforts of the United Nations in the field of
decolonization,

60. I would ask this question: what sort of date ig it
contemplated that the Committee might set? Would it
be a date several years away? I recall that at the six-
teenth session [1050th meeting] the Foreign Minister
of Nigeria suggested 1970 as the time-limit for the
achizvement of independence by all the territories in
Africa, But, as I recall ii, that suggestion did not
receive a great deal of support. There was a wide-
spread feeling that setting a time-iimit so far away
might actually provide an excuse for delay inthe pro-
cess of granting self-determination and independence,
On the other hand, is it contemplated thata time-limit
should be set at an early date—for example, in 1963,
as ‘was suggested from this rostrum earlier in the
segsion by a very distinguished gentleman? I would
submit that a date in 1963 would be wholly unrealistic
and that there would not be a single representative in
this Hall who would really suppose, for one instant,
. that all the territories could achieve self~determina-
tion and independence as early as 1963 or in the im-
mediate future, To attempt to set sucha date, or actu-
ally to set it, would be to misleadtragically the popu~
lations of the territories concerned and to raise their
hopes to a degree that would be absolutely unjustified
by the possibilities of achieving any such result, And
what, may I ask, would happen if the date set passed
without‘ the achievement of independence? Would the
United Nations then set another date, and after that
date had passed still another? I submit thatthis would
be to make this Organlzation seem ridiculous,

61. Now it has been said that settingat1me—lim1t will
. speed up the process of decolonization, the granting of
self-determination and independence, I should like
“to -ask this question: in what specific way would it
“help? In what territory would the achievement of
independence be advanced by setting an over-all
target date? On the contrary, the setting of such a
-date might well interfere with the process. It might
well be, as we 8ay, counter-productive.

62, It may be said that, in the draft resolution, the
“Committee is not instructed to set such an over-all
. target date. Yet it seems tome, when one takes the last
paragraph of the preamble together with paragraph 8
(b),-the draft resolution as a whole mustbe read as an
_instruction to the:Committee to set suchatarget date,
it is perhaps true that, of the two paragraphs, the
" preambular paragraph is the' one to be regretted more,

but the combination of the two leads to a result which
is quite unacoceptable to my delegation, Itwould give to
the Special Committee, which has suchimportantwork
to perform, an impossible task, The Speoial Com-
miitee would, I fear, waste a great deal of its limited
time wrangling over what is really an insoluble prob-
}lertn‘ the setting of an over-all time~limit or target
ate,

63. For those reasons my delegation wishes formally
to ask that there be a separate vote on the last para-
graph of the preamble and on the following words at
the end of paragraph 8 (b): "including recommendations
concerning the fixing of an appropriate time-limit",

64, To conclude, I should like to address a plea to
Members of the Assembly, A small number of delega~
tions have fought very hard for this idea of introducing
the time-1imit conceypt in the draft resolution; Ihave in
mind one delegation in particular. Those delegations
are fully within their rights in fighting for such a con-
cept, and I want to pay atribute to them for the ability
and tenacity with which they have fought for this
concept through stage after stage of the drafting
and presentation of this draft resolution. The heads
of their Governments may well be proud of the work
their representatives have done in this task, But this
is not a reason for those of us who oppose, as a matter
of conviction, the correctness of this concept not to
vote for our convictions. Surely it shows no lack of
respect for a delegation, a country, or group of coun-
tries, to vote ‘against something proposed by that dele-
gation or country or group of countries. Such differ-
ences indicate the vigour and health of our Organiza-
tion, and it would be a sad day, indeed, for the United
Nations if the time came when it would be otherwise,
that it would somehow show a lack of respect for a
delegation, or a group of delegations, to oppose a
propogal they had made. For that reason I appeal to
those delegations here—and I believe they are in the
majority—who are opposed to this iime-limit idea to
vote against these two paragraphs, thelast preambular
paragraph and the last part of paragraph 8 (b).

65, Mistaken proposals cannot be dropped out of draft
resolutions simply by abstentions, Negative votes are
required, My delegation would like very much tobe in
a position to support this draft resolution. I am sorry
to say that we will be unable to do so if the last pre-
ambular paragraph and the last part of paragraph 8
(b) are retained; and if that happens,Iam sorry to say
also that our whole attitude toward the Special Com~
mittee will be affected.

oo '
66, Mr, OKAZAKI (Japan): Since November 1960 it has

.been a tradition in this Assembly that a large number

of countries’ of Asia and Africa jointly sponsor an

-important resoluticn on the general principles of

United Nations policy with respect to the question of
colonialism,

67. I am referring to resolution 1514 (XV), which

-was or1gina11y sponsored . by forty-three Asian and

African States, and to resolution 1654 (XVI), which
was 'likewise sponsored by thirty-eight States from
the same contments. o

which are among those most directly concerned with the
problem of colonialism, By far the majority of them,
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- 68, The sponsoring countrxes are really the States .

at one.time or another in their recent history, have

" ‘experienced . colonial - régimes of - different kinds.

There is'no denying that some of these countries have
suffered much, but they have refused to succumb to

W
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the temptation of an emotional approach to the question
of colonialism, Instead, they have demonstrated the
high order of their political wisdom by resolutely
choosing a oconstructive approach based on respect
for reality,

69. The activities of the Committee of Seventeen, -

established under resolution 1654 (XVI), have amply
proven the rightness of this approach, Frank andopen
disoussion among the members of this Special Com-
mittee, which represents all the shades of opinion
existing in the Organization, have helped us acquaint
ourselves better, not only with the actual situations
obtaining in various parts of the world, but also with
the diverse and equally weighty views of different
nations sharing the same convictions. My delegation
believes that the entire Assembly owes a vote of warm
thanks to the Special Committee for the spiritin which
it has approached its tasks and the excellent work it
has done, ‘

70. TFollowing through in this tradition, we, the coun-
tries of Asia and Africa have again this year under-
taken the task of drafting a resclution [A/L.410 and
Add.1i]. My delegation has again had the privilege and
honour of working through all the stages of this joint
enterprise, And I can assure the Assembly that all of
us involved in this task have been ergaged for several
weeks in the most serions discussions, extending
over long hours.

71. The main difficulty, as can easily be understood,

centred around the question of a time-limit for the
complete implementation of the Declaration on the
granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)]. There is no doubt, as
has always been the case in our discussions, that a
great degree of compromise was necessary on the
part of all the delegations concerned, and a large
measure of agreement was achieved on almost all
points except this one question of a time-limit, The
draft resolution now before the Assembly is the result
of this work, B :

72. The Japanese delegation has always held an ob-
jection against the idea of fixing a time-limit with
respect to the process of decolonization, We have
expressed our view on this matter each time the
occasion required, In short, the basic position of my
delegation is that the fixing of a time-limit by the
Assembly is clearly not in consonance with the high
political functions proper to this organ. By indulging
in such an effort, the Assembly would dangerously be
encumbered with and, in the end, be left at the mercy
of, all the fluctuations of fast-changing internal
.politics in a given territory, Some of my friends here
seem to believe that the fixing of a time-limit can
constitute -a powerful political pressure against re-
tarding Administering Powers. I am'sorry to say that I

must disagree, The making of a nation or the attain-

ment of full self-determination is a serious affair.We
think that we cannot afford to pursue an uncertain
political gain, at the risk of most serious difficulties
and- dangers, to which all concerned, including the
.- Organization, would most certainly be exposed by
fixing a time-limit~althoigh the Japanese delega-
‘tion " fully appreciates the genuine motives of those
of our friends who advocate such a time-limit, = -
73. I have set forth the reasons why my delegation
- has. strong reservations with respect to the seventh
Ppreambular paragraph and the lastphrase of operative
paragraph 8 (b) of the draft resolution before us, We
feel constrained to oppose these parts of the draft

resolution if they are put to the vote separately.
Otherwise, this dooument represents the results of a
fair and general agreement among a large number of
African and Asian delegations, Although many of us
might not feel entirely satisfied with certain wording
it is not difficult to subscribe tothegeneral opntent o§
the resolution,

74. Perhaps we need not emphasize here the neces-
sity of a very careful and reasonable interpretation of
any written document, and particularly of a resolution
of the General Assembly on a matter as important as
this question of colonialism, The fine work of the
present Special Committee has been, I submit, largely
due to the high degree of disoretion which all of its
present members have displayed in the interpretation
of both resolution 1514 (XV) and resolution 1654 (XVI),
and, in particular, with respect to the scope of the
competence of the Special Committee itself, Thedraft
resolution before us is also, when it is adopted, going
to constitute an important basic document for the
Committee, Some of its stipulations require, as my
delegation sees it, the most ocareful interpretation
and implementation on the part'of all concerned,

75. I am particularly referring here to operative
paragraph 8, sub-paragraphs (a) and (¢). Withrespect
to sub-paragraph (c), for example, I am sure that all
of us herp cannot fail to sec-the serious implications
whivh a haphazard interpretation of such words, as
"all the territories mentioned in paragraph 5 of the
Declaration" could most certainly entail,

76. Before concluding, I would like to point out that
the increase in membership of the Special Committee
from seventeen to twenty-four might oreate new prob-
lems. However, we are confident that the Président
of the Asgembly, with his usualwisdomwhichall of us
here have had ample opportunities to admire, will so
reorganize this important Special Committee that the
good working conditions of the present Committee will
be maintained and, if possible, even improved,

77. Mr. Taleb SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from
French): ‘The Tunisian delegation has already had an
opportunity to give the Assembly [1181st meeting] its
views on the report submitted by the Special Com-
mittee of Seventeen [A/5238] and will therefore not
revert to all the points raised by the thirty-four
Power draft resolution [A/L.410 and Add.1], We
should simply like to express our gratitude to the
gponsors of the draft resolution for the work they have
one,

78. With regard to the text as awhole, my delegation, -
which took part in the consultations prior to the
preparation of the draft resolution, is in favour of the
text proposed, We know that that text is the result of
negotiation and compromise and we cannot expect it
to fit in perfectly with our views. It is for that reason
that, although the draft resolution oniits, inter alia,
any reference to the important question of the list of
territories within the competence of the Special
Committee, we are prepared to vote in favour of it.

79. There is one other point, however, on which my

. delegation, which is a member of the Special Com-

mittee, has serious reservations: I am referring to
paragraph 7, which would enlarge the membership of
the Special Committee by the addition of seven new
members, We should like to draw the Assembly's

‘attention to the danger thatthis amendment represents

to the delicate balance established by the present
membership. The present distribution of seats is
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cextainly not ideal, but in practice it has proved to be
fairly representative of the trends of opinion in the
Organization on the problems’of colonialism and
-decolonization, We understand, of course, that inview
of the inorease in the number of Members of the
United Nations, it may be necessary to make some
small ohange in the composition of the Special Com~
Jnittee, In that connexion, it may be recalled that of
the six newest Members of the United Nations four
belong to Africa and twoto Central and South Amerios,
We think that within the present balance the addition
of two members might have been sensiblé and useful,
In fact, a brief survey shows that the African con-
tineat has a slight advantage in the present composi-
tion of the Special Committee, an advantage which is
réadily understandable in view of the fact that the
colonized territories of Africa are the largest and
most thickly poplilated of any of the territories still
under the colonial régime, All those who believe in
decolonization can consider the representation of
Africa only=in the light of future prospeocts,

" 80, There is no doubt that it is the African States

which are increasing most rapidly in numbers in the
United Nations as decolonization continues. We are
therefore convinced that the present balance in the
membership of the Special Committee should be
maintained, In our opinion the addition of two, three
or even four members might be accepted without ab-
solutely destroying the present balance, That would
not be the case if the number of members was in=-
creased by seven, as the draft resolution proposes,
because that would not orly threaten the balance in
the Committee 'but m(i&ht dangerously hamper the
effeotiveness of its work.!
81, The effectveness of the Special Committee's
work is something, I am sure, to which the members
of the Assembly attach as much importance as we do.
Moreover, one of the reasons most often put forward
in favour of such an .expansion of the Special Com-~
mittee's membership is the possible dissolution of
other committees responsible for dealing with ques-
tions which are within the Special Committee's com-
petence. This very day, however, the Fourth Com-
mittee has recommended the continuation of the
principal organ whose competence extends to most
of the Territories within the purview of the Special
Committee, which destroys the foundation of the augu-
ments in favour of such a large increase in member-
ship,

82, That is why my delegation would voteinfavour of
any amendment reducing the proposed increase in
membership to four at the most. As no amendment to
that effect has been submitted, we request a separate
vote on paragraph 7 of the draft resolution and we shall
vote against the paragraph. If it is retained, my dele-

gation will none the less vote in favour of the draft .

resolution as a whole,

.83, 'Mr. DEMETROPOULOS (Greece)(translated from
French): The Greek delegation will be happy to vote
4n favour of the draft resolution [A/1..410 and Add.1]

as a whole,

84, Our policy has always been based onthe principle
that all dependent pecples must exercise their right
1o self-determination within as brief‘a space of time
as is historically possible. Since the end of the Second
World War, the need for attaining this objective has
'been accepted and understood by nearly every colonial
Power, and in recent years ‘the United Nations has

helped, through its pfonounoemems and the means
available to “1t. to acocelerate this process,

85, As the Trusteeship Counocil draws near to the
completion of its mission, the functions it has been
performing have devolved, within a wider field of
aotion, upon the Speoial Committee of Seventeen,

86, We find ourselves unable to give our whole-
hearted support to each and every point made in the
report of the Special Committee of Seventeen [A/65238)
or even to every paragraph and sub-paragraph of the
draft resolution on which we are oalled upon to vote,
In a field in which so many tendencies and so many
prejudices are found, so much idealism and so much
deep-rooted resistance, so many misconceptions con-
cerning the objectives and the most effective means
of attaining them, it would perhaps be too mucn to
expect that an endeavour in which all the Members of
the United Natlons have wished to collaborate should
be free of all defects and should enjoy unanimous and
wholehearted support. We should like, however, to pay
a tribute both to the members of the Special Com-
mittee of Seventeen and to the sponsors of the draft
resolution for the spirit of realism which has enable
them, in such a vast and complex question, to produce
a broadly acceptable document.

87. We share the conviotion of the sponsors of this
text that the Declaration on the granting of indepen~
dence to colonial countries and peoples [resolution 1514

(XV)] and the establishment of the Special Committee -

have made an invaluable moral contribution to the
decolonization effort, We congratulate the sponsors of
the draft resolution on the moderation with whichthey
have tried to redefine the Special Committee's terms
of reference. We are convinced that the members of
this Committee, drawing their inspiration from the
spirit which prevailed in the drafting of this text, will
be able to perform their responsible task success-
fully by interpreting their terms of reference with all
the necessary restraint, given the complexity and
diversity of the problems before them and the legal
limitations they will have to observe, .

88. At a time when the Trusteeship System is draw-
ing to a close and the end of colonialism is already in
sight, our thoughts turn to the peoples whose self-
determination is not yet on the United Nations agenda
and to all those whose independence is still purely
nominal, limited as it is by authoritarian political
régimes or by constraint .imposed by alien will,

89, Mr, BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia);: The delegation of
Yugoslavia will vote in favour of the draft resolution
[A/L.410 and Add,1], such a vote being in accordance
with the well-known position of Yugoslavia on the
problem of decolonization,

90. The draft resolution is, in our opinion, the re-
sult of very hard work during which the authors have
tried to reconcile many different ‘points of view,
Generally speaking, we believe that they have

succeéded and we congratulate them on their achieve-

ment, '

91, There is one remark which I should like to make
regarding operative paragraph 7 of the draft resolution,
which provides for the enlargement of the membership

of the Special Committee by the addition of seven new .

members to be nominated by the President of the

- General Assembly, . ’

92. The Yugoslav delegation did not, and does not,
have any major objection to the enlargement of the

S
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Committeo, sbut we should like to state our belief that

the nominations should be made on the same basis as
they were madewhen the Special Committee was estab-
lished, in order to preserve the balance which exists
in that Committee, We believe that i} is necessary to

make a very careful selection in that respectin order

to maintain the delicate balance, astherepresentative
of Tunisia has just said.

93, We shall, of course support the paragraph con=
cerning the fixing ofan appropriate time-limit bécause
we think that a time-limit could be set, provided that
the populations of the Non-Self-Governing Texritories
are consulted; and this is, I think, one of the main
requirements, The peoples of the Non-.Self-Governing
Territories are the best judges of the time for their
accession toindependence. Neither the colonial Powers
nor the General Assembly can fix the time without
ascertaining the express wishes of the populations,
and the Special Committee, or whatever it may.be,
must arrange the necessary means and procedures
to ascertain the wishes of the people, Those wishes
must be taken into account before anything is de-
cided about the time-limit, I would, howsver, siress
once more that the idea of the time-limit is closely
linked with the express wishes of the populations,
which must be taken into account, during the last
stage of the process of decolonization,

94, The PRESIDENT: Three representatives have
requested permission to speak in exercise of their
right of reply, I call first on the representative of
Guinea.,

95, My, DIALLO Telli (Guinea) (translated from
French): The compromise text which has now been
submitted to the General Assembly for approval has
caused us so much anxiety and has called for so much
effort and so many sacrifices from all those who took
part in its drafting that my delegation came here firmly
resolved not to intervene in the discussion, A number
of statements have, however, been made from this
rogirum which call for a brief rejoinder by the
Guinean delegation, Despite the fact that we should
have been fully within our rights in making an
appropriate.reply to one statement which has greatly
distressed us, we shall endeavour to make our re-
joinder very brief and to confine ourselves to two
appeals, .

96. Our first appeal will be addressed to our Tunisian -

brother, Mr. Taieb Slim, who knows perfectly well,
indeed far better than many other representatives, the
circumstances in: which the members of the Com-~
mittee of Seventeen were appointed last year, for it
was the Tunisian representative who had the privilege
of presiding over; the General Assembly at that time
who appointed the members of the Committee, To
this brother of ours we say thatwe should dearly have
liked his statement tocomefroma different delegation,

97. Mr. Slim, our brother, who worked w1thus on the

draft resolution [A/L.410 and Add.1], is aware of all.

the efforts made on all sides and, indeed, he has
acknowledged them from this rostrum Since heknows

full well how delicate is the balance that has been
achieved since he knows that the text now before the

General Assembly does not represent the specific .

-views of any one person, we should merely like to urge

him not: to' press his pr0posa1 for a separate vote on‘

‘ operative paragraph 7.
98, We do not want to dwell on the merits of an en-

: largement of the Commit*ee's membership for much

has been said on this subject hoth heve and elsewhere,
We should merely like to appeal to Mr, Slim, in the
name of the solidarity to which we ourselves have
sacrified so much and which is the cornerstone of our
relations, and through Mr, Slim to all our African
and Asian brothers, not press for a separate vote ox
for any amendment whatever, since the textbeforethe
Assembly is truly a compromise text, a fragile °
compromise the least change in which might destroy
the entire structure which has been erected so
lakcriously.

99, With reference to the statement by the United
States representative, I am compelled to say, with a
frankness which is justified by the links of friendship
between the Republic of Guinea and the United States,
that it has caused us a great deal of unhappiness. I
must say very clearly and unambiguously that we
should have preferred to deal with a genuine repre-
sentative of a colonial Power, What is at issue? It is
the question of the time-limit,

100. This problem has been raised twice at this
session, first by our own Minister for Foreign Affairs
(1131st meeting] and then by the Guinean Chief of
State [1148th meeting] whom, until such time as I
receive instructions to the contrary, I believe to be a
Head of State friendly towards the United States
Government a fact which I am sure is known to the

nited States representative who has laid so much
stress on the desirability of not insuliing anyone.

101, " The least I can say—and I shall not hesitate to
gay it—is that some of these statements sound like
open insults to the Republic cf Guinea,

102, What have we said? What are we saying and
what are we determined to go on saying?In resolution
1514 (XV) the General Assembly decided that im-
mediate steps—and I repeatthewordimmediate—shall
be taken to enable all peoples which have not yet
attained independence to do so without any conditions®
or reservations,

103 Moreover, up to that time all the colonial Powers,
no matter which, had always sought to justify the con-
tinuation of colonialism by the need to ensure the pro--
gress of the peoples concerned. Resolution 1514 (XV),
however, established a principle of prime and crucial
importance, which we must not forget, when it de-
nounced that argument formally and categorically.
This denunciation appedrs in operative paragraph 3,
which I shall quote merely as a reminder, The R
paragraph reads as follows: .

"Inadequacy ' of “political, economic, s0cial or
educational- preparedness should never serve as a
pretext for delaying independence. .

104. It is now my turn to ask a question: why do they
want’ to- prolong colonialism when this Assembly al-
most unanimously declared that “immediate steps
should be taken to confer independence -and auto-
matically ruled out inadeq_uacy of preparedness, as a.
completely false pretext? I should like to know why
ariyone should want ‘to go on practismg colonialism,

105, . Harsh words were. spoken just now and allusions
were eyen ‘made to irresponsibility and, lackof realism, .
If coldhial realism. is. meant, then we agree, for we.
shall never submit tothat kind of realism, I should like.
to point out, however, that weare: speaking heré solely -
on behalf of the people who have sent us here and on.
behalf of our brothers still under the, colonial yoke,
and it would be well to inform those who are still ;

. -y
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ignorart of the fact that all the living forces of the
African oontinent have already spoken clearly and
unequivocally’ in favour of independencry in 1563,
Whether at meetings of Hends of State, regacdless of
their political convictions, or at meetings of political
organizations, of our youth organizations, our trade=-
unjon organizations or our women's groups—and I
shall not weary the Assembly by giving the dates of
those meetings—all the living forces of Africa have
already called for independence in 1963. And speakers
now come to this rostrum fo level accusations of lack
of realism at;those who have been expressing the
feelings, yearnings and ideals of these people!

106. We could have said much more but we shall not
reply, at least not publicly and from this rostrum, to
statements which we consider, offensive. On the con-
trary, our reply will be an appeal and this appeal will
be addressed to the United States representative,

107. We were greatly struck by the major incon-
sistency in the first part of the United States repre-
sentative's gtatement, in which he dwelt on the hard-
won compromise reached in the working group and in
the Afro-Asian group. I should like to point out that,

in, 80 far as Guinea is conceriied, the text now before
the Assembly is far removed from our original
position, which was that 24 October 1963, the eight-
eenth anniversary of the United Nations, should be
set as the time limit, not for the attainment of
independence by one territory or another but for the
compliance by the colonial Powers with all their
obligations under resolution 1514 (XV), Although the
present text deviates so much from our position, we
have accepted it out of solidarity for we have always
thought—and we still think—that solidarity among the
African peoples in the first place and then among the
peoples of Africa and Asia is the fundamental condi-
tion, the sine guanon, for the liberation of cur peoples.

It was in the nar 3 {of this solidarity that we made all
these sacrifices and agreed to a text which differs so
appreciably from our initial stand,

108, I should ‘therefore like to appeal to the United
“States representative and to ask him, in thename of

the - realism of the oppressed, in the name of the

realism- of the colonized and the African peoples
whose friend his own people claim to be, not to press
this matter. We. have achieved an extremely fragile
balance, We should therefore like to urge him not to
maintain his proposal for a separate vote.Iam asking
him this on behalf of my delegation, on behalf of my
Government and on behalf of the African peoples who
are still enslaved, >

109. With regard to the gquestion of a date, all the
discussions that have been embarked upon in this Hall
should not have been, for they are altogether pre-
mature. I should like to tell the United States repre-
gefitative and those who are now rubbing their hands
but no longer dare to speak from an official rostrum
here or elsewhere that they will have an opportunity to
discuss this question at the eighteenth gession of the
General Assembly. What are we actually asking for?
We are inviting the Committee of Seventeen to study
this. question, to seek out all the relevant facts and to
« submit recommendations to the General Assembly at

‘its eighteenth session so that the latter cantake a de-

cision on the subject. And-this is what is: described as

absolutely unrealistic'

session with regard to the problem of decolonization

‘ Arnexes, agenda item 87, document A/4502,

Let us recall the decisions already taken by the com-
petent organs—partioularly the Fourth Committee—
concerning South West Afrioa., Southern. Rhodesia
and, quite recently, all the T« srritories under Portu=-
guese administration, All these clecisions represent
definite progress, The concept of a date is one of the
few new ideas in the draft vesolution, The rest is
merely a reminder of what has already been done,
While I am ready to discuss the matter for as long as
necessary, I should like to say—and this will be my
conclusion—that the General Assembly has already
ruled out inadequacy: of political, ‘economic or social
preparedness as a pretext for delaying independence,
The General Assembly has~decided that immediate
steps must be taken by the colonial Powers to trans-
for all powers to th2 colonial peoples, It has thus been
recognized by one and all either that the prodess
has been slow or that, in certain cases, no steps have
been contemplated, Indeed, certain colonial Powers
have not éven agreed to apply resolution 1514 (XV) to
their colonies,

111. The representatives present in this Hall will
undouhtedly notice that the statements made this
evening from this rostrum by the United States
representative bear a singular resemblance to the
warnings and prophecies of disaster voiced from this
very rostrum in 1960, when the immediate indepen~-
dence of all the colonial territories was discussed for
the first time. In any event, we remember the day in
1959 when President Sekou Toure for the first time
spoke in this Hall of "immediate liberation". We re-
member the jibes with which this proposal was
greeted, :

112. We remember full well the debate on the Soviet
Union's proposal for the immediate granting of in-
deperdence to all colonial countries and peoples, 2/ and
the sarcastic comments which, at that time, greeteda
proposal which is today hailed throughout the world as
one of the United Nations masterpieces,

113. With reference to what has been said today about
the setting of a time limit, I am convinced—and it is-a
hope I am expressmg—that tomorrow the United States
representative will be one of thefirsttoadmit that the '
General Assembly will have accomplished a greatdeal
at its seventeenth session by adopting the provisions
of the draft resolution before us,

114, May I renew my appeal to my brother Taieb
Slim and to the United States representative not to
press their requests for separate votes,” If this
appeal is not heeded, I shall ask for the floor again
in order to make another specific proposal.

115, Mr. PALAR (Indonesia): Ihave asked for the floor'
in order to add ,a short word to the very eloquent
defence of my colleague from Guinea witk respect to .
our draft resolution [A/L 410 and Add.1]., In'the first
place I should like to give my observations in answer
to the views that have been expressed here, by the
representative of the United States. I'am afraid that
what he has said would have great influence on some
of our colleagues, ‘and “that .is why I will'try to:
neutralize this. e e ' : S

116. The most important objection t_hatﬂﬁas beenmade <
by the represéentative of the United States concerns the

. final preambular paragraph and 'paragraph,B (b) ofour -

110." 'In many respec 8 it would seem that very .
+ definite progress has been made at the seventeenth

Rl

_./ See Ufficial Records of cthe General Assembl

Fijteenth Session,‘ o
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text. I should like to read these paragraphs, The last
pacagraph of the preamble reads’as follows:

"Considering that in order to accelerate the
process of uecolonlzation, it is necessary to fix an
appropriate time-limit for the full implementation of
the provisions of the Declaration on the granting of
independence to colonial countries and peoples."
[A/L.410 and Add.1]

I realize that the most important objection that has
been expressed here is the fact that we are asking for
the fixing of a time~1imit, So, it is supposed. that we are
\asking for a blanket time-limit especially. In the final
,eragraph of the preamble there is no question’ of
asxing for a blanket time-limit, Otherwise, we would
have mentioned it in the preambular paragraph. We
have asked here to fix an appropriate time-limit that
can be the time-limit for any individual territory that
is not yet independent, We have worked itout in para=-
graph 8 (b). There, the Assembly can-know what we
want and what we wish,

117, We have dra.fted this paragraph dehberately in
the following way:

"To propose specific measures for the complete
application of the Declaration on the granting of
independence to colonial countnes and peoples in=
cluding recommendations conce:rning the fixingof an
appropriate time=limit." ‘

As I stated this morning, the word "recommendations"
has been used deliberately because we want to open
the possibility of fixing time-limits for any dependent
territories and also‘the possibility of fixing a blanket
time=limit.

118, Now who is going to fix the time-limit or the
time=limits? It is not the Special Committee, The
Special Committee will make recommendaiions to
the General Assembly, which will accept or reject
them. The Special Committee must thoroughly study
the - conditions in the dependent territories. On the

basis of this study, whichof course includes knowledge.

of the desires of the population and of the leaders of
the political movements, and on the appraisal of the
views of the colonial Powers, the Special Committee
will make recommendations to the General Assembly.

119, If these recommendations are goingtobe made—"

and I think they will be made-~then it would not be very

difficult to fix a blanket time-limit because it wotld:

most likely be the time=limit for .the territory last
on the road to independence., Therefore, the fear that

‘the time=limit will be set, as my country hopes it.will

be, within two or three years, is not necessarily justi-
fied. In fact, knowing the Special Committee, onwhich

. members of the colonial Powers are represented, Iam

afraid that the blanket time-limit w;!1 not be what my

"delegation wishes it to be. I hope that the Special

q1ve a recommendatmn in accordance§
with the desires \\f my delegatmn. However, itisup to
the Special Comnnttee, it . is up to the Spec1al Com=~ .
mittee even to dscide whether it is gomg to give a-

Committee will

blanket time—hmlt

120. Therefore, on that bas1s, I would hke to suggest‘

that the fear expressed by the representative,of the

' United States is not justified, On ‘that basis, I would

S to say- that ‘T would like to make. anothe /proposal :

© like to appeal tohim'to reconsider his stand. If he r'oes

not reconsider hig;stand, then Iwould like to foum ‘the
émea and’

- by the- United States representat1ve. We feel. that this = -

exampie just given by the representative of G

121, Also, - would like to appealtothe representative
of Tunisia. We know that he has done hisutmost to have
the ideas of his delegation accepted in our drafting
committee. However, I hope that the representative of
Tunisia, who is a personal friend of mine, will re=-
consider his proposal, If hé cannot reconsider it, I
shall be compelled to take a position which has to be

" expressed in a proposal that I may make luter.

122. Mr, ADEYINKA (Nigeria): It was not the intention
of my delegation to intervene in the debate on this
draft resclution [A/L,410 and Add.1] of which Nigeria,
is a co-gponsor, However, since the.representative of
the United States, in his explanation of vote, referred
to the statement made by my Foreign Minister at the
sixteenth sessior: on the question of a time-limit, my
delegation feels in duty bound to intervene at this
stage in order to set the Tecord straightand to elimi-
nate any misunderstanding in the minds of Members,

123. The representative of the United States said that
last year my Foreign Minister suggested atargetdate
of 197¢ for tue liquidation of colonialism, This \s not
a correct quotation, and neither is it a correct inter-
pretation, Therefore it leaves room for misunder-

- standing that Nigeria does not support the granting of

immediate independence to colonial countries and
beoples and that Nigeria is a nextralist on this question.
“This we reject entirely. Nigeria was a co-sponsor of
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).
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124, The correct position is that, at the sixteenth

session, my Foreign Minister raised [1050th meeting],
for the first time, the ideaof atarget date as a stimu-
lant and catalyst to decolonization, He subsequently
canvassed the idea of the specific date of 197@ taking

" all the factors and problems mvolved into coxuldera—

tion, before which, by which, bu “not later than “which,

the ]Ob of decolomzatmn shouldbe completed, I wish to
repeat this because it is extremely important<before
which; by which, but. not later than which, the iob of

decolonization should be completed, It is not somethmg .

that is static, It is somethmg that is changeable.

125 Having ralsed the issue of a target date, my'
delegation is "really happy that the _1dea has gained
ground in the United Nations, and we do not therefore

have the fears and the misgivings which have been. -

expressed by the Umt 2d States delegatmn. The questlon.
of a time-limit is designed to give an added impetus
to the movement. for decolom.\:atmn, since the word

"immediate" seems. to have 1G&iits meaning for the
colomal Powers,

126, Since I hdye the floor, I w1sh to state that my
delegation regards the views expressed by the United.
States delegation with very serious wisgivings, es-
pecially the request for a separate vote on this im-
‘portant draft resolution, which is the result of a
delicate but balanced.compromise.and should now be.
adopted unanimously., My.delegation believes that in
order tg retain the full .weight of the United Nations
behind the movement -for. .decolonization already X
pressed in the:.wo previous resolutions [1514(XV) and
1654 (XVI)] on decolonization; the third resolution on
this subject should not acquire a less stature than the
previous two -resolutions. We belieye that the delega=
tion should be satisfied with expressmg their reserva-
tions; which will be fully reflected in the verbat1mt
records of this Assembly. R R :

127 For these reasons, my delegatlon w1ll be com—f
pelled to resist. the appeal for a separate vote.made’

o
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is an attempt to whittle down the importance and the
significance of this third resolution on decolonization,
We appeal very seriously to the United States delegas
tion and to the representative of Tunisia that their
suggestion for a separate vote should not be pressed.

"128. Howeves, we also assoolate ourselves with the

appeal made by the representative of Guinea,Ibelieve
that the‘representatives here have acoepted this appeal
in good faith, and we believe that afterlistening to the
various speakers on this rostrum on the question of
granting independence to colonial peoples and having
realized that all the peoples in Africa should be made
free, they will also join us. in voting for this great
draft resolution which is now before the Assembly.

129, Mr. Taieb SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from
French): I should like to thank Mr, Dialls Telli, our
brother from Guinea, for his eloquent plea to me that
I'should not press my request for a separate vote on
paragraph 7 of the draft resolution, I should like to
agsure him that the Tunisian representative could not
remain deaf to his_appeal were it not’for one small
detail: T should like to remind the Guinean repra=
sentative, that on this partioular point there is a
difference of opinion which is of considerable import=
ance to my delegation, whose opinion is moreover

shared by several of our friends in this Assembly and

in our various groups.

130, I should like to tell my Guinean brother that the
balance in the Committee of Seventeen is certainly
more important for decolonization than the balance of
the draft resolution, which in my delegation's opinion
will rot—I repeat, will not—be jeopaxdized by the
sepzarate vote we are requesting. I might-add that this
text incliides several points which do not reflect our
views but that, out of solidarity, we have stated that we

shall vote in favour of the draft resoluti,on as a whole,

131. This is why.I have said andlrepeat that if para~
graph 7 were amended by the replacement of the word
"seven" by the words "four or less", it would be a
compremise which might secure unanimous suppert for

this paragraph. I regret to note thatonr own appeal for -

such a-compromise has not been heeded, This is why,
with ‘apologies to my brother Diallo Telli, I must tell
him fhat I am obliged to press for s separate vote on
p&lragraph 7.

132. The PRESIDENT: I. recognize the repreSentative
of Afghanistan on a point of order. -

133.
one of the sponsors of the draft: resolation now before
the°Assembly [A/1..410 and Add:1}], ‘atid that is enough

"Mr, PAZHWAK (Afghanistan); My delegation is

to explain what our position is ont)‘gmatter and what

our ideas are. On the other hand‘ mfkeeping with the *

‘traditions of my delegation, when we make a suggestion

oy sponsor a draft resolution, we always do this with _

-ar: open mind. and reflect upon it i:the light of the

discussions that take place in the Assembly, With all
respect to the views which will be expressed by others;
this evening a very constructive debate has takenplace

oni- this draft resolution; and we have listened veiy

carefully to all sections of opinion that have been ex-

one request to make to the Assembly, As one of the

_spotisors of. the draft resolutiony and I am speaking
" only for my own delegation,lbelieve that we need time
. to reflect on the views expressed-onthis draft resolu-~

tion, and I.am very huppy to say that we:do have. that
time at our disposar lafter the debaté‘has taken place.

(@)

. pressed on it, At this stage, my delegation has only..

134, Iam sorry I have detained the prooeuures of the
Assimbly by asking to make this point of order, but I

would propose formally that any vote or procedure on *

gubstance should he postponed until a time not later
than Monday afternoon, sothat the sponsorsof the drait
resolution oan enter into. consultations ivith other
delegations and come back and report the results of
those consultations.. That is my proposal, and I hope
that this proposal is an acceptable one. Ihope that my
fellow representatives will agree with me,

135, - The PRESIDENT: The representatives have
heard the proposal of the representative of Afghanistan,
I do not take it that it is a motion for the adjournment
of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate. The
representative of Afghanistan proposed that thavoting
on the draft resolution he postponed until Monday after-

noon. The Chair is now in the hands of the meeting,

186, Mr, BINGHAM (United States of America): Thave
no objection to the motion and I beg the indulgence of
the Assembly for a very brief word by way of reply. I
simply want to say that I was deeply troubled by the
manner in which my earlier remarks were interpreted
by the representative of Guinea. I can assurehim that
the last thing that I intended to do was to give any
offence tv him or to his country, which is indeed a
friend of my country. Since my words appatently did
convey offence, I can only say to the representative of
Guinea, whom I greatly respect and whom I consider
my friend, that I feel the deepest regret -and that I
coavey to him humble apologies.

137. My{ DIALLO Telli (Guinea) (translated from
French): I note with pleasure the statement just made
by the United States representative and am gladthat he
has understood Guinea's reaction so well, I in turn
should like to assure him thatIregardhim as a friend
aud to say.on behalf of my country, that the Republic
of Guinea regards his country as a friendly country,

138, Our dearest wish, however, is that through
Guinea, the United States should be the friendof Africa
and of the African peoples who ars still howed under
the colonial yoke. I am convinced that he wil} under=
stand what I mean and that there is no nead for me to
labour this point.

139. 1 appreciate the good intentions underlying the
Afghan representative's proposal, although my delega«
tion would have preferred the vote to be taken this
evening since the situation is perfectly clear. Out of
solidarity, friendship .and the particular esteem in

which I hold the Afghan representative Icanbut acgede
_to his proposal.-We know from past experience, how-

ever, that for us, the small and the lowly, rare indeed

are the occasions when time is on our side. l hope to ¢

see an exception rn Monday.
140. In any" eant the General Assembly al*‘eady

-knows—and as Guinean representative I should like to '

reaffirm this—that we regard the adoption of- the

" Declaration on the granting ¢. “independence as agreat

enterprise of peace for the African continent, Last”
year we regarded the, establishment of the Committee
of . Seventeen respor.sible for the implementation of

this. declaration as_a new act of peace in Africa, and i

all the steps we' tﬁ'e requesting today are for that

" game purpose, The African peoples are resolved to

free’ themselves; come ‘what may. The only question
that arises is whether their liberation will be peace-
ful, which is our dearést wish and in which we.know,

we can be greatly assisted by the United Nations, or -

whether, against our wishes and in spate of our efforts,

o

i
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it will huvo to he achieved in bloodshed. Ihope that
every representative in this Hall, and first and fore~
mosat my friend the: United States representative, will
try to ensure that Africa's inevitable liberation will
come about in peace,

141, The PRESIDENT: ‘Since thers has been no ob=

jection to the proposal of° the representative of
Afghanistan, we shall come back to the vote on the

draft resolution [A/L.410 and Add 1] on Monday .

afternoon, as proposed.
It was so decided, - ? )
149, - We are ready now to take up the remuining parts

of the report of the Special Commities, Before doing
su “call on the representative ofSyriaior a statementg

Xy
o

on‘the oonduct of veting.

143, Mr. RIFAI (Syria): I thank the Chair for calling
on me; but I think I have already made it clear that
the statement I had intended to make on procedure
would be made after the Assembly had decided on the

_ draft resolution now ‘under consideration. I do not

think this is the time for me t¢ make these proposals
concerning the procedure to be followed regardingthe
various draft resolutions thatare still to be considered

" and that are contained in the report.ofthe Committee,

I think we might adjourn that until Monday afternooi,

144, The PRESIDENT: Under the ‘circumstances, I
propose now ‘to' adjourn the meeting.. The General

- Assembly. will meet tomorrow morning to take up the

“

iy,

agenda items which are the subject of the reports of
the I‘ourth Committee,

145, Mf. YOMEKPE (Ghana) I am soryy to inter-
vene at this stage, bxtIshould likete bring the’ follow-
ing matter to the attention of‘the Rresident, A meeting
of the Fourth Committee issscheduled for tomorrow
morning, We had hoped-that it would be possikle to
proceed now to the consideration of the reports of the
Fourth Committee, I see that the Rapporteur of that
Committee is here, and I think that the members of
the Fourth Committee who are present will agree with
me that it would facilitate our>work if the Assembly

could proceed now to dlscuss these reports mstead of-

adjourning.

146, The PRESIDENT: The Assembly has heard the
proposal‘of the representative of Ghana. If théreis no

objection, I shall take it that the Assembly agrees to
- continue the mecting. ’

It, was so decided. : . . o "

‘ AGENDA ITEM 57
Questlon of Souih West Africa: -
(g) Report of the United Nations Specn al Commmee for
South West Africa;

. (b) Special educational and training programmes for South

West Africa: report of the Secretory-Generol

JREPORTS OF THE FOURTH;, COMMITTEE (a/ 5310)
AND OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/ 5340)

SR

AGENDA ITEM 54

P

Non-complmnce of the Government of Portugoi wuth Chupter
Xl of the Churterfof the Umted Nohons and with General -

0 . -

Assembly resolution 1542 ()(V)g report of the Specml Com-
mittee on Territories uader Ponuguese Admin!stronon

RL‘POR’E OF THE FOURTH COMMITTDE (A/ 5349)

Pursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it was
decided not to disouss the reports of the Fourth
Commitiee,

147, Mr, IBE (Nigeria), Rapporteur of the rourth
Committee: I wish first to introduce the report of the *
rourth . Committee on the question of South West
Africa [A/5310), The Committee adopted overwhelm~
ingly=by ninety=six votes .to none, with one absten=
tion— a substantive draft ‘resolution, which is annexed
to the report as draft resclution II, Theo. srwhelming
support for this draft resolution is undoubtedly a matter

of gratification to the Committee, as, justifying the
.great effort expended on‘the item,

The-  other two draft resolutions -wh‘ioh are -

148,
recommended for adoption by the General Assembly -
deal with the petitions and ‘communications examined
by ‘the Special Committee for South West Africa and

‘'with'the dissolution of the Special Committee,

149, At this stage I should like to draw the attention
of the General Assembly to the last part of para=-
graph 5 of-the report, in which mention i§ made of
the presentation to the Fourth Gommittee by the
Reverend. Miphael Scott, on behalf of the Africa
Bureéau, of a bust of- Chlef Hosea Kutako, a highly.
respected leader in South West-Africa.. The Com=

_ mittee was glad to recommend the acceptance-of the

bust to the SeoretarV-General and it has singe been
informed that ‘the gift has been accepted. '

150, With those few remarks I should like to recom-

mend for unanimous adoption by the General Assems -

bly the three draft resolutions contained in the. report
on the questlon of South West Africa. .

>

151. I come now to the report [A/5349] of the Fourth

Committee on the item entitled "Non-compliance of
the” Government of Portugal with Chapter XI of the

Charter of the United Nations. andwrth General Assem-

nly resolutlon 1542 (XV)", "

152,” This. s.report is being presented directly to the
General Assembly, on the basis of the decision of the

Committee. It is likely that Members will find certain”

errors and omissions in'the report, andIwish to state
that the Rappoxteur. w111 be oniy too gladito have-his
attention drawn (to any such_errors sq that they may,
be cor rected, .

153. Before fo mally mtroduemg the ‘report,cl my--
self should like to make a few corrections and’'one
addition. Since. the completion of the - report the
representative of the Ivory Coast-has approached the.
Rapporteur to say:that his delegation would Iike to.be "

listed ‘among the co-sponsors of'the draft resolution -
[A/C.4/L.759/Pew1] referred to m paragraph L S

the report O e

1

0

6

154 Furthermore, in paragraph 26 of the report the 7

name-of Nigeria wag included by mistake.in the hst of "
sponsors of the draft resolition [A/C:4/L. 761]. Zhe

representative of threrla pointr,d out thls,'mlstake o -

the - Fourth Committes” ‘at. g
[14215t mee%mg], and. the . correctlon wm be; |
the final text of the report : :

work:the Fourth ~Cominittee requesfed the. Rapporteur

to. report dlrectly *O\a pienary meetmg of the General

' 155, -As 1 have stated,  with a view to expeditmg its™
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"~ explanations of vote. We.will first take up the question
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Assembly, /Like the report on South West Africa, this
report ig primarily of a procedural nature, its objec=
tive being to report to the General Assembly on the
action which the Fourth Committee has taken in re=
-gard to the recommendations and observations made
by the Special Committee on Territories under
Portuguese Administration [A/5160 and Corr,l and
Add.l and 2],

156. To he report which I now have the honour to
submit are annexed three draft resolutions which the
Fourth Committee has recommended for the approval
of the General Assembly.

157. Draft resolution I contains a number of recom=
mendations to which the Fourth Committee devoted a

- good deal of time, in particular the Fourth Committee's

disoussion on this draft resolution as set ouf in the
seventh paragraph of the preamble and operative
paragraph 7, o

158, A regards drait resolution II, the Fourth Com=
mittee. had before it a statement by the Secretary-
General [A/C.4/593] on the financial implications of
the draft resolution, The General Assembly has before
it a report [A/C.5/964] submitted by the Secretary=
General to the Fifth Committee after the draft resolu-
tion was adopted in the Fourth Committee.

159, Draft resolution HI racommends to the General .

Assembly the dissolution of the Special Committee on
Territories Under Portuguese Administration,

" 160, In view of the lateness of the hour, with these

few remarks I commend the reports of the Fourth
Committee on .the two items under discussion to the
approyal and adoption of the General Assembly. and it
is my hope that.this will be doneby a great,majority.

The PRESIDENT‘E Interventions willbe limited to

of South West Africa. Members who wish to explain
their vote may,:if they desire, refer in one inter=-
vention to any of the three recommendations of the
Fourth Committee on this question,

' 162. We shall now proceed to the vote. We shall-vote

on the draft resolutions contained in the Committee's
veport [A/5310). Draft resolution I was adopted with=
out objection by the Fourth Committee, May I take it
that the General Assembly also adopts it?

- Draft resolution I was adopted.

163, The PRFSIDENT Inconnexion with draft resolu=
tion” If" the Fifth Committee submitted a report
[A/5340] on the financiai, implications of this draft
-resolution. I put this draft tdsolution to the vote,

-~ Draft resolition II was adopted by 98 votes to none,
Witb 1 absteﬂtzon. ‘

164 The PRESIDENT :

Dtaft resolution HI was adopted.
165, - The PRESIDENT- The. -second report of the

-Fourth Committee [A/5349] refers to the report of the
Special Committee on Territories under Portiguese™

~"Administration regarding mnon-compliance of the
- Govérnment of Portugal ‘with Chapter XIof the Gharter
‘of the 'United Nations and with. General’ Assembly

S

vt

regolution 1542 (XV) Does any Member wishto explam )

‘his vote? Ny
166. Mr. GARIN (Port

“ .

3l)s. .nThe draft resolution

' contained in“the. r°port [A 5349] has alreadybeen coms:.

Draft - resolution III was‘ :
recommended: without objection by the Fourth Com= -
- mittee..May I take it that the. Assembly also adopts it.-

mented upon by my delegation in the Fourth Committee,
where the draft originated, My delegation now re-
affirms its position and desires the3the olear state=-
ments it made in that Committee should be considered
as reproduced here. We would, however, like to make
a few further comments.

167, The methods adopted to: arrive at this draft
resolution have not only slighted the Charter, bhut
have further underlined the attempt of a certain

‘section of the membership of this Organization to

dictate to my country details of internal administra=
tion, and to force a denial of its traditicnal political
evolution, which has taken place through the centuries
by the process of history and is fully sanctioned by
international law. Though in view of the tendenocy pre=-
vailing here it seems almost anachronic to talk to the
majority about the Charter, my delegation vehemently
protests against this illicit procedure anc denounces
once again a draft resolution which falls outside the
scope of the basic law of the Organization.

168, Viewed from another angle, this draft resolution
also underlines an attempt to form nations by dictation,
irrespective of the traditional structures of the terri=
tories involved and of the political, economic and
social conditions of the human aggregates concerned.

169, The very concept of a nation, which has always
been understoed to be an organic andhistorical growth
brought about by the cohesive action of purely internal
forces, and that undefinable creation of a collective
soul, is sought to be distorted. Thus we now have
attempts to create nations by artifices which, dis
regarding reality, do not seek the well-being or pro-
gress of peoples; rather they feek to implement
slogans, or else, as has unfortunacely provedtobe the
cage, they hide thinly disguised purposes of political
power Or territorial ambitions.

170, Not only is this draft illegal and unrealistic, as
1 have briefly demonstrated, but it is indirect opposi=
tion. to what is otherwise said to be a necessity of
‘modern -times—the creation of large econcmic and
political areas, as exemplified in the creation of
common markets and in the vigorous advocacy, ob=
served in certain quarters, of the idea of political
unifications, federations and confederations, even of
territories whose populations are widely separatedby
geography, history, race and culture, Since such
efforts are considered legitimate, it is difficult to
understand the legitimacy of the efforts ‘made in the
opposite direction by those who seel: ta break up the
centuries-old family ties which bind together the
various parts of the Portuguese community. But such
efforts are mede in this Organization and, given the
processes used to carry them through, they can be
ascribed only to motives which have nothingtodo with
the trends of the present-day world. These motives
are too thinly concealed to escape attention, They are
the ambitions of those who seek to derive profit
from a,breakdown of the steady rhythm of evolution of

_our peoples towards the achievement of the highest

human values. If evidence of such motives were needed,
it is to be found in theé blatant aggression committed
agginst Portuguese territory by a country-which has
been one of-the protagonists of the anti-Portuguese
campaign in this Organization and which, as early as

1957, took the initiative in introducing the item under

’ Will servée to promote certain ambitions: oamouflaged- o

. \discussion.

17 1 From oll the facts I have stated, the conclusion, .
has necessarily to be drawn that this draft resolutién
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under the:-hypooritical pretense of upholding prinoiples
which have, in any case, always been operative in all
Portuguese territories,

172. If there had been the slightest sincerity in the
zealous talk heard here about otherwise highly re-
spectable principles, this Hall would have resounded
with a solemn protest, which the draft regolution would
have reflected, against incitements to subversion,
armed infiltrations. support and encouragement of
terrorist movements, establishment of bases and
training of so=-called patriotic fighters—although of
different nationslities—in foreign countries, open
threats of aggression; indeed, against the subjugation
of populations by means of an armed invasion in
defiance of the most sacred principles which are the
very raison d'8tre of this Organization,

173. All this has happened and is currently happening,
But since nothing of this sort has been recognized in
the course, or in the conclusions, of the debates, my
delegation feels fully justified in denouncing the in-
sincerity which lies in the minds of those who have
inspired this draft. An additional argument is thus
being given to those who accusa this Organization of
having a double standard.

174. Another fundamental aspect of this draft resolu=
tion calls for serious attention. One of its préambular
paragraphs refers to petitioners. Now, the Special
Committee had before it information which, though of
relative merit, wouid lead to certain conclusgions in
favour of Portugal, The Committee, however, did not
adopt those conclusions but adopted others, some=
times in a directly contradictory sense, exclusively on
the basis of statements made by petitioners heard
illegally, as far as the Charter is concerned. And who
were these petitioners? Individuals who were expected
to be anti=Portuguese, whatever their personal antece=
dents; individuals gathered by public advertisement;
individuals mostly with scant culture but advancing
opinions even on highly technical problems of pub!ic
administration; 'individuals somnie of whom are not
Portuguese nationals .and_have never set foot on
Portuguese territory; indivi\::als. all of them residing
abroad and some of them formerly known as admirers
of ths Portuguese administrationbut who changed their
opinions overnight; individuals, known to be leading
terrorist movements; individuals who, above all, were
not sworn before any spiritual or temporal authority
to speak the truth as in a court of law and who spoke
from hearsay without providing any proof, but whose
statements were accepted as reliable evidence,

175, Thus, in effect, the conclusions of the Special

Committee are for all purposes those made possible
by the statements of anondescript crowdof petitioners
who not only did not offertthe slightest guarantee of
adequate knowledge and personalhonesty,but who were
not even pledged to speakthe truth and never furnished
the slightest corroboration of their hearsay stories.
It is on couiclusions arrived at inthis manner that this
draft resolution is fundamentally basnd

176, Incidentally, it should be noteo that, to carry out‘
designs that are in themselves illegitimate, the person
chosen to preside over one of the ralevant bodies of
th‘s Organization was the very one who had said,

"Charter or no Charter, Council.or no Council", in an
attempt ' to justify annexation of territories by means of
armed aggression, while later another relevant body
sought to.explainaway that annexationby describing the
territories involyed as. "nationally united" with the
aggreasor countries.

179,
“which the Portuguese Government has sought from the

177. It has been held, however, that the sources
utilized were the only ones available., This my delega=
tlon disputes, There are, in the first place, scores of
testimonies given by independent foreign personalities
who vigited the territories in question and later made
thelr views widely known through the international
Press and other media of information, None of this has
been mentioned, let alone quoted. Nevertheless, they
2ll-contradicted and denied allegations current in this
Organization, such as those referring to anti-
Portuguese feelings on the part of the populations and
to the existence of a significant and gerine movement
of poliiical unrest, What has mostly struck these ob=
servers, who freely met all sectors of the population
and thus could form an objective judgement, is that the
fact that people in the territories they.visited go about
their peaceful occupations as usual, living contentedly
in an_atmosphere of perfect racial harmony. proud and
happy members of the Portuguese community~con=
trary to the propaganda so cunningly spread in many
parts of the world, including this Qrganization, It is
a matter of regret that none of this testimony has
found its .way either. into the reports or into the de-
bates which are at ti:s basis of the present draft.

178. In the second place, there are the various new
measvres of very wide scope taken by the Portuguese.
Government in the recent past further to promote the
well=being and all~around progress, including the
political progress, of the overseas populations.

In the third place, there is the co~operation

specialized agencies of the United:Nations in im-
portant fields of public administration. s

180. Though these are all matters of public domain,
they are totally ignored in the“draft, obviously so that -
not even the -glightest impression may be created in
favour of the Portuguese administration, Partisanship
could not indeed make a better exhibition of itself, and
it is deeply to be regretted that such lurid exhibitions
are possible in this Organization dedicated fo inter=.
nationai’ understanding and harmony,

181, It is therefore clear that the present draft
resolution does not correspond to an objective evalua=
tion of the problem which this-Organization decidedto -
treat in Gebates. While these debates were, since the
very beginning ultra vires of the Charter, itis also
clear that the draft xesolution has even overtakeii the
chain of illegalities behind them. Indeed, although the-
draft is presented under the heading of Chapter XI of
the Charier, its clauses bear no relation whatsoeverto
the provisions of that part of our basic law; further=
more, the conclusions” arrived at by the Special Com=
mjttee do not correspond to-the actualfindings as con=
tained in i{s report; and finally, the draft goes even

further than the conclusions of the report itself, ’

182, Most of the attacks and accusations made against
Portugal arise from the idea, considered as axiomatic. :
that our policy does not recognize thé needs and as=

- “pirations of modern Africa, My delegatioh has on'

several occasions provéd thatsuchideas areuntenable
if an unbiased analysis of our policies and practioes

* is undertaken. We aim at the steady and weli=founded

progress .of all our peoples in all fields ‘of political,
social and educational activities; we aim at the for="
mation of a multiracial society, on a basis of equality
for all, meaning notonly the coexistence of different
racial groups, but the absence of racism—a feature of
which Africa is in greatneed, if it is to'make progress .

and gain the place to which its human and material

=y .
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resources entitle it in the world, In this context we
greatly regret that, today, emotional factors preventa
olear understanding-of the high objectives which we
are pursuing with all our efforts and devotion. Weo
have shown our desire to co~operate with international
organizations for the furtherance of these aims, For
the same purposes, we have offered our go~operation
to all, and espenially to the neighbouring countries,
hoping that when emotion gives place to realism, they
will come to reoognize that our aims arenot different
from their own in sofaras spiritual and material pro-
gress is congcerned, We expect that the wide range of
common interests will prevail over the differences,
many of which are not inspiredby purposes which may
be said to be in any way connected with the real needs
of the African people..

183, Biit as against our sincere intentions dnd efforts

we find ourselves faced with an atmosphere of mis=-

understanding’ and niisinterpretation, artificially
created. We regret to say that the present draft
resolution is an instance in point as it contains accusa=
tions which my delegation rejects with indignation. I
refer particularly to the charge of oppression which
we regard as unworthy of any serious-minded study or
consideration of the subject, Itis a sadcommentary on
the psychology prevailing in a large sector of this
. Organization that such a charge should be made at all
against my country. It'is also indicative of the total
inversion of the truth which has, regrettably, become
a programme of action in certain quarters,

184, " Another example of this inversion is the allega-
tion that "the policy and acts of the Portuguese Govern=
ment ... have created a situation which constitutes a
serious threat to international peace and security".
My .delegation submits that what does constitute a threat
is the unfortunate campaign of vilification and other
illegal efforts made against Portugal, and the collec-
tive aggression to which they can lead, even as they
,have already led, to ‘implicit approval of terrorism
and to silence in the faoe of acts of (Open aggression,

' 185, For all the reasons wlnch,lhave stated, and with=-

out further congiderations, which do not seem to be.

necessary, my. delegation expresses its most formal

reservations, on \ behalf. of the Government of Portngal b
to the provisions contained’ in this draft resolution.f,:

The: PRESIDENT: -As ' there *dre-mo: further~
speakers on the shst the Assembly wxll proceed to the*

186

vote. We shall vote.on the three draft resolutions cone
tained in the report of the Fourth Committee [A/53491°

187, 1 put to the vote draft resolution I. A roll-call
has been requested,

A vole was taken by mll~call, Jamaica, having been
drawn by lot by the President, was called upon to
vote first,

In favour: Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon,
Nigeria, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia, -Moxrocco, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Slerra I.econe, Somalia,
Sweden, Syria, Tanganyika, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Republic, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Argentina,
Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian
Sovlet Soocialist Republic, Cambodia, Camerooti,
Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, Cc¢ '« (Leopoldville), Costa Rica, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czecuhoslovakia, Dahomey, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, ¥Finland, Gabon, Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast,

Againsf; Portugal, South Afxica, Spain, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America, Belgium, France, .

Abstaining: Metherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Turkey, Austrzlia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Greece, Iceland Italy.

Draft resqution I was adopted Ly 82 votes to 7, with
13 abstentions. .

188, The PRESIDENT: I now put to the vote draft
resolution II, on the financial implications of which the'
Fifth Committee has submitted a report [A/5357].

The draft resolution was adopted by 96 votes to 2.

189. The PRESIDENT: Finally, I put to the vote
draft resolutlon 111,

T!ze draft ‘resolution was adopted by 100 votes to
none, ‘with 1 abstention. e

+

Tbe meeting rose on Saturday, e wad
; 15' Decembez at 12 10a m. i e, o
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