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According to the Amendment, Act No. 12 of 2022, the detention period is reduced from 18 months to
12 months (Section 2). The officer in-charge of the detention facility has to serve a certified copy of
the detention order to the Magistrate and the HRCSL so that they can visit the detention facility
(Section 3). Further, an Attorney-at-Law representing a person remanded or detained under the PTA
now has a right to access said detainee (Section 5). It also casts a duty on the Judicial Medical Officer
to produce a report after causing a medical examination of the suspect to ensure that such person has
not been subjected to torture before serving the Order (Section 6). It also provides for the hearing of
cases on a day-to-day basis unless, in the opinion of the court, exceptional circumstances warrant
postponement of the trial (Section 8), and granting of bail to persons in remand or in detention if the
trial has not commenced after the expiration of 12 months (Section 10) etc.

Prevention of Terrorism Act (Temporary Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1979.

ICPPED Act, No. 5 of 2018 Available at: https://www.srilankalaw.lk/gazette/2018_pdf/05-
2018_E.pdf

Office on Missing Persons (Establishment, Administration and Discharge of Functions) Act, No. 14
of 2016.

Office for Reparations Act, No. 34 of 2018.

Extraordinary Gazette Notification, No. 2133/36, published by the Ministry of Justice, on the 24th of
July 2019, available at: http://documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2019/7/2133-36_E.pdf

Paragraph (f) of Section 12 of the OMP Act: (f) to authorise in writing a specified officer of the OMP,
to enter without warrant, at any time any place of detention, police station, prison or any other place
in which any person is suspected to be detained, or is suspected to have previously been detained in,
whether by judicial order or otherwise and make such examinations therein or make such inquiries
from any person found therein, to ascertain the conditions of detention and retain any documents or
objects, as may be necessary.

In Rathnayake Tharanga Lakmali, Moraketiya, Embilipitiya vs. IP, Niroshan Abeykoon Officers in
Charge (OIC) Police Station, Case No. 209; SC/FR Application 577/2010, the Supreme Court of Sri
Lanka held that the extra-judicial killing of a suspect in police custody violated the right to life.

Penal Code (Amendment) Act, No. 25 of 2021.

Formulating guidelines for the police and armed forces on crowd control, following inquiries into the
May 2022 incidents of violence, launching inquiries on alleged attacks against protesters at Galle
Face on 22 July 2022, conducting fact-finding missions on several areas, such as: Women affected by
micro-credit companies in the Kantale Divisional Secretariat Division; Rights of indigenous people in
the Muttur Divisional Secretariat Division. A study on prisons in 2018 and issuance of relevant
recommendations.

Official Website of the Official Languages Commission : www.olc.gov.lk

This project is designed to strengthen the implementation of the Sri Lankan OLP by government
actors. By prioritising linguistic rights, broader human rights and gender equality, NLEAP supports
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the goal of the Sri Lankan national government to protect and promote the language rights of all its
citizens- https://www.nleap.lk

RTI Act, No. 12 of 2016.
http://www.rticommission.lk/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=
169&Ilang=en

I0OM launches media campaign to combat human trafficking in Sri Lanka, 18 February 2020,
https://reliefweb.int/report/sri-lanka/iom-launches-media-campaign-combat-human-trafficking-sri-
lanka

Voluntary Social Services Organization (VSSO) (Registration & Supervision) Act, No. 31 of 1980.
In accordance with the Latin legal maxim ‘generalia specialibus non-derogata’, those of an Islamic
faith have the option of subscribing to Muslim personal laws (including statutes), Tamils hailing from
the Jaffna Peninsula (also called the Malabar inhabitants of the Jaffna Province) fall within the ambit
of the “Thesawalamai Law” and people from Kandyan ancestry (i.€., descendants of families that
were living in the provinces that came under the Kandyan Kingdom at the commencement of British
colonial rule) are at liberty to follow the Kandyan law established over centuries.

Land Development Ordinance (LDO) No. 19 of 1935 amended by the (Amendment) Act, No. 11 of
2022.

Proposals were made to amend the succession schedule of the LDO and change the provision for the
eldest son as a sole successor to include the eldest daughter in the event that a successor is not
nominated. As a result, the Ministry of Land arrived at the following decision on the removal of
discriminatory provisions in the LDO in relation to succession, inheritance and joint ownership which
has been approved by the Cabinet on the 4 January 2021.

Muslim Marriages and Divorce (MMDA) Act, No. 13 of 1951.

In Supreme Court Appeal 32/11 (2016), the Court acknowledged: “contemporary thinking, that
consensual sex between adults should not be policed by the State nor should it be grounds for
criminalization”. Hence, notwithstanding that such offences are part of Sri Lanka’s criminal law, the
court held that imposing custodial sentences would be inappropriate in cases where the impugned acts
were between consenting adults.

-In a ground-breaking decision, the Wattala Magistrate’s Court dismissed a case filed against a
leshian woman accepting the submission of defence counsel that homosexuality is neither a disease of
the mind nor an offence.

-The Court of Appeal in December 2021 granted leave to proceed for a writ petition filed against the
police over a widely condemned homophobic training session.

-In December 2021, the Colombo Chief Magistrate dismissed a case filed against three gay men
arrested under Section 365 of the Penal Code for homosexuality. The dismissal of Case No.
34131/3/20, was based on a letter by the AG informing the Police that the AG will not pursue the
case.

National STD/AIDS Control Programme, Sri Lanka.

Circular No: 01-34/2016 Available at: http://www.aidscontrol.gov.lk/images/circulars/Issuing-of-
Gender-Recognition-certificate-for-TG-community-1.pdf

Statement made by Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, Foreign Minister during the High-Level segment of
the 43 Session of the HRC, 26 February 2020, https://mfa.gov.lk/43rd-session-hrc/

No. 2251/21 dated 26 October 2021.

Registrations of Death (Temporary Provision) Act, No.19 of 2010.

In support of livelihood development, the OR provides knowledge and technology transfer training
programmes targeting women-headed households (WHH), families of missing persons and those
directly affected by the conflict in the districts of Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu. More than 300
beneficiaries participated in these programmes and the OR supported interested beneficiaries to
initiate new start-ups.

These reports include, inter alia, the Commission of Inquiry appointed to investigate and inquire into
(16 specific cases) of violations of human rights alleged to have occurred since 1 August 2005
(Udalagama Commission) (2006-2009); the Commission of Inquiry on lesson Learnt and
Reconciliation (LLRC) (2010); the Presidential Commission of Inquiry to Investigate into Complaints
regarding Missing Persons (Paranagama Commission) (2013); and Presidential Commission of
Inquiry into Complaints of Abductions and Disappearances (2014) (11 mandate of the Paranagama
Commission).
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.lk/cab/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16&Itemid=
49&lang=si&dID=1182716&Itemid=49&lang=si&dID=11827

Press release available at: https://www.presidentsoffice.gov.lk/index.php/2022/12/14/president-
emphasizes-all-political-parties-should-unite-to-provide-a-solution-to-the-ethnic-problem-by-
independence-day-celebrations-2023/

National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses (napvcw.gov. k).

GE.22-29485


about:blank
http://www.rticommission.lk/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=169&lang=en
http://www.rticommission.lk/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=169&lang=en
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.lk/cab/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16&Itemid=49&lang=si&dID=11827
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.lk/cab/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16&Itemid=49&lang=si&dID=11827
about:blank

A/HRC/WG.6/42/LKA/L

GE.22-29485

33

34

35

36

37

38
39

40
4

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51
52

53

The CAT (Amendment) Act, No. 15 of 2021 increased the minimum fine for torture from LKR
10,000/- to 50,000/- and the maximum fine was increased from LKR 50,000/ to 200,000/-

The Judges Training Institute provide training on detection of custodial torture, Sri Lanka Police
facilitated participation of its officers in internationally recognized training programmes, special
modules on how certain acts may constitute the commission of torture, and their repercussions have
been introduced into its training curricula, particularly for basic training courses for new entrants.
Some of the key welfare and subsidy programmes for 2023 include: monthly Samurdhi Relief
allowance, Financial support for elders, support for low income Disabled persons, financial support
for kidney patients, medical supplies for hospitals, fertiliser subsidy, school nutritional food
programme among others. New programmes proposed in the 2023 budget are: Proposed Relief
programme for the affected people from the difficult economic condition; nutritional supplement to
children suffering from malnutrition, strengthening elderly/ disabled/ low income widow as
household entrepreneurs.

Budget speech 2023, available at: https://www.parliament.lk/files/pdf/budget/2023/budget-speech-
2023.pdf#page=95

The Plantation Human Development Trust (PHDT) formed by the GoSL implements social
development programmes to enhance the quality of life of the plantation community in estates. In line
with the infrastructure development programmes in the estate sector, projects are being implemented
through the provisions received to the Estate Housing Unit through Regional Offices belonging to the
PHDT and also through the District/Divisional Secretariats and Pradeshiya Sabhas. Further, the GoSL
with the assistance of the Government of India, plans to construct 10,000 houses for the plantation
community during the next 5 years (2022-2026).

Act, No. 32 of 2018.

Nutritional allowance to pregnant mothers: The Government has, since March 2017, implemented a
programme of providing a nutritional allowance to pregnant mothers at a cost of approximately Rs.
5,300 mn per annum. The programme is implemented in order to eliminate low-weight births and
minimise malnutrition among expectant mothers. 300,000 to 350,000 pregnant and lactating mothers
benefit annually from this programme. From September 2022, the programme is further supported by
the ADB.

https://www.presidentsoffice.gov.lk/index.php/vaccination-dashboard/

Policy — National Nutrition Policy of Sri Lanka | Global database on the Implementation of Nutrition
Action (GINA) (who.int)

School mid-day meal programmes, ‘Thriposha programme’, growth monitoring and promotion of
children, special nutritional programmes for the estate sector, special nutritional rehabilitation
programmes for North and East etc.

Nutrition Division — Ministry of Health.

For further details, please refer to Sri Lanka’s 9th Periodic Report submitted under the CEDAW, May
2022.

UNDRP facilitated the formulation of Policies, raising awareness, capacity building and establishment
of a sub-national level referral system, while the UNFPA supported setting up of a multi-sectoral web
based electronic system to monitor the implementation of NAP. It has conducted a service provider
mapping in two districts to identify the gaps in service provision with related recommendations.
Following the pilot programmes, referral programs have been conducted in Kandy, Kegalle,
Gampaha, Anuradhapura and Kalutara in 2021 and 2022.

Circulars Nos. 2001/11 and 2005/17 The most recent one being Circular No. 12/2016 the contents of
which were reiterated by the Secretary of the Ministry of Education in November 2022.

I. Introducing a law to combat corporal punishment in the country. Il. Conducting pilot programs in 2
districts for the implementation of recommendations of the study has been identified as priority
recommendations.

These programmes have been conducted in Kurunegala, Kalutara, Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, kandy,
Rathnapura, Anuradhapura and Monaragala.

Protection of the Rights of PwDs Act.

Set by Gazette Extraordinary No. 1467/15.

In the case of Dr Ajith Perera v. Attorney General [SCFR No 221/2009], where the Court too held
“no person should be discriminated against on the ground of disability and their mobility restricted in
a manner which precludes or impedes them from enjoying equally their inherent right for access,
safety and accommodation in day-to-day life at man-made public buildings, public places and
facilities provided therein.” The Court on a similar case further held that, “failure to comply could
entail the liability to be prosecuted in the Magistrate’s Court for the commission of an offence under
the Act, and, if found guilty, to be liable to punishment, as set out in the Act”.

Please see: https://www.pubad.gov.lk/web/images/contents/forms-and-publications/progress-2021-
and-action-plan-2022-
e.pdf?TSPD_101_R0=08b8f4acecab2000024004ee2f665509¢2999907f19f817f50effe413e23¢c30d183
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Treaty bodies countries (ohchr.org).

Proactive approach

Following measures have reduced the number of overstayers in the country, thus contributing to the
reduction of detentions: giving a grace period for foreigners to extend their visas during the Covid-19
pandemic period; introducing an online visa extension facility to allow foreigners to extend their visas
without physically being present at the Department.

Reactive approach

More relaxed reactive measures have been implemented by the Investigation section of the
Department of Immigration and Emigration for violating the Immigrants and Emigrants Act
especially visa laws, in order to minimize arrest, detention, and release the detainees: ‘Distant
Identification’ of offenders and potential victims of human trafficking by the Investigation section
through analyzing data from the department computer database has reduced the number of arrests and
alternative punitive actions have been enforced. Once detected, the offenders are contacted and
instructed to produce air tickets to leave the country as soon as possible or allow them to regularize
their visas without arresting and detaining them; Foreigners detected by the Investigation section for
violating the Immigrants and Emigrants Act during surveillance and investigation operations were
provided with the opportunity of regularizing their visas reserving detention as the final resort. The
department coordinates with IOM to make travel arrangements for foreigners who have violated the
Immigrants and Emigrants Act and are unable to fund their air tickets to return to their country of
nationality or country of residence; Foreign spouses of Sri Lankans who had been in detention for not
having valid visas were provided the opportunity to regularize their visas and subsequently released
from the detention centre after obtaining security clearance; Detainees who had overstayed their visas
and subsequently obtained refugee status were released from the detention by the Investigation
Section of the Department and referred to the UNHCR for further facilitating their repatriation to a
third country.

Ending Poverty (SDG Goal 1), Quality Education (Goal 4), Responsible Consumption and Production
(Goal 12) and Climate Action (Goal 13).

GoSL Second VNR Report“Inclusive Transformation towards a Sustainably Developed Nation for
Al1”: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2022/VNR 2022 Sri Lanka Report.pdf, Sri Lanka
National SDG Council.
http://www.rticommission.lk/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2212&catid=78
&ltemid=142&Ilang=en

Visits of Special Procedures Mandate Holders to Sri Lanka during the period under review:

(i) The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention: 4-15 December 2017;

(ii) The Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial
obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic, social and
cultural rights: 3-11 September 2018;

(iii) Special Rapporteur on the Right to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association: 15-26 July
2019;

(iv) Special Rapporteur on the Freedom of Religion or Belief: 15-24 August 2019; and

(v) Special Rapporteur on Contemporary forms of Slavery and its consequences: 26 November to 3
December 2021.

Adopting ‘Colombo Declaration on Sustainable Nitrogen Management’ with an ambition to have
nitrogen waste by 2030, proposing UNEA Resolution 5/2 on Sustainable Nitrogen Management with
an ambition to significantly reduce Nitrogen waste by 2030 and beyond and preparing national action
plans, promoting organic fertiliser and farming, promoting circular economy and E-mobility, banning
single-use plastics, etc. Sri Lanka aims to achieve 70% renewable energy in electricity generation by
2030, Carbon Neutrality in electricity generation by 2050, Carbon Neutrality by 2060, increase 32%
forest cover by 2030, reduce greenhouse emissions by 14.5% for the period of 2021-2030.
https://www.presidentsoffice.gov.lk/index.php/2022/11/08/developing-countries-are-the-worst-
affected-by-rising-emissions-from-the-industrialized-world-and-must-be-compensated-president-
ranil-wickremesinghe-emphasizes-at-cop-27/
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