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[English only]

Agenda

1. Opening of the session.

2. Election of the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group.

3. Adoption of the agenda.

4, Organization of work.
 Briefing on participation by Working Group’s representative at Forum on
Minority Issues
« Briefing on country visits by Working Group to Ecuador and the United States of
America

5. Thematic discussion on structural discrimination against people of African descent.

6. Discussion on a draft programme of activities for the International Year for People

of African Descent.

7.
8.

Presentation and discussion of the draft report on the ninth session.

Adoption of the report on the ninth session.
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Annex Il

[English only]
List of participants

Members

Ms. Mirjana Najcevska (Chair)
Mr. Linos-Alexander Sicilianos
Ms. Maya Fadel Sahli

Ms. Verene Shepherd

States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia (Plurinational
State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Chile, China,
Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia,
Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, United States of
America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Zimbabwe.

Non-member States represented by observers

Holy See

Intergovernmental organizations

African Union, International Organization for Migration, Organization of American States

United Nations

World Health Organization, United Nations Children’s Fund

Non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council

African Canadian Legal Clinic, Al-Hakim Foundation, December Twelfth Movement
International Secretariat, Geneva for Human Rights, Interfaith International, International
Youth and Student Movement for the United Nations, International Association against
Torture, Mouvement contre le Racisme et pour L’Amitié entre les Peuples, North-South
XXI, Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de I’'Homme.
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G. Non-governmental organizations not in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council

African Hebrew Development Agency, Foundation National Monument Dutch Slavery
Past, International NGO Congress Inc., Culture of Afro-indigenous Solidarity, Movimiento
Panafricanista.

H. Panellists and presenters

Ms. Alma Jenkins, UNICEF

Mr. David Fathi, American Civil Liberties Union

Mr. Pastor Elias Murillo Martinez, Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Mr. Dilip Lahiri, Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Mr. Gustavo Makanaky, Technological University of Choco
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Annex 11

[English only]

List of documents

Symbol E F R S C A Title
A/HRC/15/AC.3/1 X X X X X X Provisional agenda
A/HRC/15/AC.3/1/Add.1 X X X X X X Annotations to the
provisional agenda
A/HRC/15/AC.3/2 X X X X X X Note by the

Secretariat
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Working Group proposals for the International Year for
People of African descent

“People of African Descent: Recognition, Justice, and Development”

Organizational proposals:

1.

That the International Year for People of African Descent be accompanied by the
title “People of African Descent: Recognition, Justice, and Development” in order to
bring attention on the critical thematic focus for the International Year.

That the International Year for People of African Descent be observed with the full
involvement of all relevant United Nations bodies, programmes, and specialized
agencies, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the International Labour Organization, the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Development
Programme and the United Nations Population Fund.

That cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations be ensured
in the context of the observance of the International Year at the regional level.

That the relevant United Nations authority establish a voluntary fund, including an
initial contribution from the United Nations regular budget, for the International
Year and invite contributions from Member States and all relevant donors, so as to
provide additional funding for the implementation of the activities relating to the
International Year, as well as follow-up activities, and to facilitate the participation
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) dealing with issues of people of African
descent in such activities.

That the Secretary-General appoint the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights as the coordinator of the activities related to the International Year
for People of African Descent.

That the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) ensure adequate media coverage of the International Year, including by
way of materials such as a logo, posters, brochures, among others, and the
establishment of a dedicated web space for the International Year.

That a linkage between the International Year for People of African Descent and the
tenth anniversary of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action be formally
established.

That national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights be
invited, through the International Coordinating Committee, to actively participate in
the International Year, including by initiating relevant activities at the national level.

That the International Year be opened by way of an opening day ceremony to be
held at the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly on 10 December 2010.
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Il. Substantive proposals:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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That the International Year for People of African Descent be observed formally at
the High-level Segment of the sixteenth session of the Human Rights Council by
way of organizing a panel discussion.

That an International Day for People of African Descent be declared after wide
consultation with people of African descent; but that the date chosen be connected
with an important date in Haitian history in recognition of Haiti’s fundamental role
in exposing discrimination against people of African descent and centring concepts
of human dignity and right to freedom and justice for people of African descent
locally, regionally and globally from 1791 to 1804 and beyond.

That the Human Rights Council be invited to launch the process for the formulation
of a declaration on people of African descent and give a mandate to the Working
Group of Experts on People of African Descent to develop a draft text in this
respect.

That a high-level international conference on people of African descent be
organized, under the auspices of the General Assembly, on the theme “People of
African descent: recognition, justice and development” with the participation of
Member States and all relevant specialized agencies, human rights treaty bodies,
special procedures and other stakeholders.

That regional conferences be held in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and North America, on topics related to the situation of people of
African descent.

That OHCHR organize side events on the situation of people of African descent
during the regular sessions of the Human Rights Council in 2011.

That a publication on the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent
be produced in the series “Fact sheets” including a compilation of the
recommendations by the Working Group.

That participation be encouraged by the largest number of civil society
representatives in activities organized for the International Year for People of
African Descent and that an international network be created which is devoted to
exchanging information among the various sections of NGOs representing people of
African descent.

That arrival point sites of memory be established in all countries where Africans
were relocated and in all countries that benefited from the transatlantic trade in
Africans.

That Governments be encouraged to include in their education activities awareness-
raising events relating to the observance of the International Year for People of
African Descent, through, inter alia, art competitions, cultural events, awards,
academic events, films and documentaries with a view to the restoration of the
dignity of people of African descent.

That States, United Nations agencies, and regional organizations encourage cultural
links between the African diaspora and the African continent.
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