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"he followins communication from the United States Mission to the

United Nation~, dated 1¢ January 1953, was received by the Secretaryw

Geroral of the United Nationm:

"The Representative of the United “tates of America to the
United Nationes prerent~ hie compliments to the Secretary-Gensral
of the United Nation~ and has The honor to refer to Resolution
- 282, (III), adopted by the Gemeral Arsembly on lNovember 3, 1948,
This reqolutlon ~tater that, having repard to the proviesions of
Chapter XI of the Charter,'Lt i~ garential that the United Nation«
be 1nformed of any charye in the conrtitiitional po«ition and .
rtatue of any non-celf-noverning territory as a result of which the
responrible governwent concerned thinkes it unnece<sary to trancmit
information in reepect of that territory under Article 73 (e) or
the Charter, The liember« of the United Nation~ concerned are
reque~ted by this rerolution to communicate to the Secretary-
General, within a maximum period oi' ~ix monthe, such information as
may be appropriate, including the constitution, legislative act or
executive order providing fcr The govermment of the, territory and
the constitutional relationship of the territory to the government
of the metropolitan country.

"Since 1SkS, the United States has transmitted annually to the
Secretary-General information on Puerto Rico pursuant to the terms
of Article T3 (e) of the Cherter. However, on July 25, 1952, a new
constitution establicrhing the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico entered

into force. In the lipght of the change in the constitutional position

and status of Puerto Rico, the United States Govermment considers that
it is no longer necessary or appropriate for the United States to
continue to transmit information on Puerto Rico under Article 73 (o).
Therefore, the United State~ Govermment has decided that with the

" rubmission of information for the period July 1, 1951 to June 30, 1952,

it will ceare to tranemit information on Puertd Rico.

"There will be transmitted to the Secretary-Goneral, under
renarate cover, for the information of the Members of the United
Nationg, the text of the Conmtitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Ilico and other apnropriate information as called for under the terms
of General Aesembly Resolution 222 (III)."

The text of the Constitution and other information reierred to in

the above-cited letter have been trandmitted to the‘SecretaryoGenerdl by

the Permanent Representative of the United State~ to the United Nations

and were accompanied by the following letter dated 20 liarch 1953 :
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"I have the honor to refer to the Unlted States
Representative's note UN-1727/89, dated Jemuary 19, 1953,
notifying you that as a result of the entry into force on
July 25, 1952 of the new Constitution establishing the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rice, the United States Govermment has
decided to ceage to transmit information on Puerto Rico under
~Article 73 (e) of the Cherter.

"The attairment by the People of Puerto Rico of their new :
Commonwealth status is a most gignificant step. This is the
Xind of progress to self-governmernt contemplated by the United
Nations Charter. Thig is the democratic pattern of the free
world - of goals set and hopes realized. The people of Puerto
Rico expressed their view by resolution at.their Constitubional
Convention in the following words: 'Thus we attain the goal of
complete self-goverrment, the last vestiges of colonialiem
having disappeared in the principle of Compact, and we enter
into an era of mnew developments in democratic .civilization.'

"T invite your attention in particlar to the enclosed
letber of Governor Munoz Marin of the Commonwealth of Pusrto Rico
in which, after requesting the termination of the transmittal of
1nf‘ormation under Article 73 (e) with respect to Puerto Rico,
and after recounting the development of the Island's political
progrens, he says: 'The people of Puerto Rico are firm supporters
of the United Nations and this great organization may confidently
rely upon us for a contimmation of that good will,!

"Let me add that the people of Puerto Rico at this moment
are proudly cooperating to the utmost in the United Nations effort
to repel aggression in Korea. The men of Puerto Rico who are
bearing the hardships of battle with other United Nations troops
have, by their courage and determination, demonstrated their
rbrong love for freedom,

"There are enclored for the information of the Members of
the United Natlons the following document~ in compliance with
the terms of Remolution 222 (IIT) of the General Asrembly:

(L) Text of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico,

(2) Memorandum by the Goverrmment of the United States
of America Concerning the Cemsation of Trangmission
,of Informetion Under Article '73 (e) of the Charter
with Regerd to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
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(3) Copy of the letter dated January 17, 1953, from the
Governor of Puerto Rico to the President of the United
States." . '
The documents transmitted by the Permenent Representative of the United
States to the United Natioms are reproduced in the following Annexes I,
IT and III. |
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ANNEX I

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH
OF PUERTO RICO 1/

~ We, the people of Puerto Rico, in order to organize ourselves
politically on a fully democratic basis, to promote the general welfgre;
and to secure for ourselves and our posterity the complete enjoyment of
human rights, placing our trust in Almighty God, do ordsin and establish this
Constitution for the commonweslth which, in the exercise of our natural rights,
wa aow create within our union with the United States of America,

In so doing, we declare:

The democreatic system 1s fundamental to the life of the Puerto Rican
© community;

We understand that the democratic system of government is one in which
the will of the people is the source of pdblic power, the political erder is
gubordinate to the rights of man, and the free participation of the citizen in
collective decisions is assured; ‘

We consider as determining factors in our life our c;tizenship of the
Uhite@ States of Awmerice and our aspiration continually to enrich our
democratic heritage in the individual and collechive enjoyment of its rights
and privileges; our loyalty to the principles of the Federal Constitution;
the coexistence in Puerto Rico of the tw: great cultures of the Americen
Hemisphere; our fervour for education; our faith in justice; our devotion
to the courageous, industrious, and peaceful way of life; our fidelity to
individual human valﬁes above and beyond social position, racial differences,

and economic interest; and our hope for s better world based on these principles,

1/ The Constitubtion of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico was drawn up by s
Constitutional Convention at San Juan, Puerto Rico, on 6 February 1952 and
entered into force on 2% July 1952. 1In the November 1952 elections held in
" Puerto Rico, ameéndments were adopted to Section 5 of Article II and Section 3
of Article VIT which entered into force on 29 January,.l1953. The text herein
reproduced incorporates the said amendmerts., .

a/acas/uiel
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ARTICLE I
THEE COMMOIWEALTH
Section.l, The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 1s hereby constituted., Its
political power emanates from the people and shall be exercised in accordance

with their will, within the terms of the compact agreed upon betwsen the people

- of Puserto Rico and the United States of America.
Section 2, The government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be

republican in form and its legislative, Judiciel and executive branches as
established by this Constitution shall be equelly subordinate to the

sovéreignty of the people of Puerto Rico.
Section 3. The political authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

‘shall extend to the Island of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent islends within

its Jurisdiction.
Section 4, The seat of the government shell be the city of San Juan. -

ARTICLE IT
BILL OF RIGHTS

_ Section 1. The dignity of the human being is inviolable. AlL men are
equal before the law, No discrimination shall be made on account of race,
color, sex, birth, social origin or condition, or comdition, or political or
religious ideas., Both the laws and the~system of public education shall embody =
these principles of essential man equality.
Section 2, The laws shall guarantee the expressibn of the Will of the
people by means of equal, direct and secret universal sufferage and shall

| protect the citizen against any cbercion in the exercise of the electoral

franchise.
Section 3, No law shall be mede respecting an establishment of religion

or prohibiﬁing the free exercise thereof. There shall be complete seperation

of church and -state,
Section 4. No law shall be mede abridging the freedom of speech or of ‘the

| press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the

government for a redress of grisvances.,
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Section 5, Every person has the right to an education which shall be
directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening
of respect for humen rights and fundamental freedoms. There shall be a system
of free and wholly non-sectarian public education. Instruction in the elementary.
and secondary schools shall be free and shall be compulsory in the elementary
schools to the extent permitted by the facilities of the state. No public
property or public funds shall be used for the support of schools or educational
institutions other tban those of the state. Nothing contained in this provision
shall prevent the state from furnishing to any child non-educational services
establiched by law for the protection or welfare of children. Compulsory
attendance at ‘elementary public schools to the extent permitted by the facilities
of the state as herein provided shall not be construed as applicable to those who
receive elementary education in schools established under non-governmental
auspices. ‘

Section 6, Persons may join with each other and organize freely for any
lawful purpose, except in military or quasi-military organizations.

Section 7. The'right to 1life, liberty and the enjoyment of property is
recognized as a fundamental right of man. The death penalty shall not exist.

No person shall be deprived of his liberty or property without due process of
law. No person in Puerto Rico shall be denied the equal protection of the laws.
No laws impairing the obligation of contracts shall be enacted. A minimum
amount of property‘and possessions shall be exempt from attachment as provided
by law.

Section 8. Every person has the right to the protection of law against
abusive attacks on his honor, reputation and privete or family life,

Section §. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public
.use except upon payment of Just compensation and in the manner provided by law.
No law shall be enacted authorizing condemnation of printing presses, wachinery
or materisl devoted to publicatiochs of any kind. The buildings in which these
objects are located may be condemned only after a Judicial finding of public
convenlence and necessity pursuent to procedure that shall be provided by law,
and may be taken before such a Judicial finding only when there is placed at
the disposition of -the publication an adequate site dn which it can be inetalled
and continue to operate for a reasonable time,
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Section 10. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,

papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be
vielated.

Wire-tapping is prohibited.

No warrant for arrest orvsearch and seizure shall issue except by judicial
authority and only upon probable cause supported by oath or affirmetion, and
particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons to be arrested
or the things to be seized. .

Evidence obtained in violation of this section shall be inadmissible in
the courts. ,

Section 1l. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the riéht.

to have a speedy and public trial, to be informed of %he nature and cause of the
accusation and to have a copy thereof, to be confronted with the witnesses
against hlm, to have compulsory process for obtalnlng w1tnesses in his favor, to
have assistance of counsel, and to be presumed innocent.

In all prosecutidéns for a felony the accused shall have the right of trial
by en impartial jury composed of twelve residents of the district, who way render
their verdict by a majority vote which in no case may be less than nine.

No person shall be compelled in any criminsl case to be & witness against
~ himself and the failure of the accused to testify may be ‘neither taken into
_consideration nor comuented upon against him.

No person shall be twice put in Jeopardy of punishment for the same offense,

Before conviction every accused shall be entitled to be admitted to bail.

Incarceration prior'to ﬁrial shall not exceed six months nor shall bail
or fineérbe excessive. No person shall be imprisoned for debt.

Sectlon\le Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist except
in the latter case as a punlshment for crime after the accused has been duly
vconviuted. Cruel and unususl punishments shall not be inflicted. Suspension
of civil rights including the right to vote shall cease upon service of the

term of imprisonment imposed.
No ex post facto law or bill of attainder shall be passed.

-
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Section 13, The writ of habeas ccrpus shall be granted without deley and

free of costg. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be
gugpended, unless the public safety requires it in case of rebellion, insgrfection
or invasion. Only the Legislative Assembly shall have the power to suspend the
‘privilege of the wrilt of habeas corpus and the laws regulating its lssuance.
‘The militery suthority shall alvays be subordinate o civil authority.
Section lli, No titles of nobility or other hereditary honors shall be

granted., No officer or employee of the Commonwealth shall accept gifts,
donations, decorations or offices from any foreign country or officr without
prior authorization by the Legilslative Assembly.

Seetion 15, The employment of children less *than fourtenn years of age

in any occuration which is prejudicial to their health or morals or which places
them In Jjeopardy of life or limb is prohibited.

No child less than gixtesn years of age shall be kept in custedy in a jail
or penitentiary. ' l

Section 16. The right of every emplcyee to choose his occupation freely
and to resign therefrom is recognized, as is his right to equal p@y'for equal
work, to & reasonable minimum salary, to protection against risks to his health

or person in his work or employment, and to an ordinary workiay which shall not
exceed eight hours. An employee may Wofk in excess of this daily limit only if
he is paid extra compensation as provided by law, at a rate never less than one
and one-half times the regular rete at which he is employéd. ' T
Section 17. Persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and

individuel employers and by agencies or -instrumentalities of the governmsnt
Operating as privete businesses or enterprises, shall have the right to organize
and to bargain collectively with thelr employers through representatives of their
own free choosing in order to promote their walfare. |

Section 18. ,In order to assure their right to organize and to bargéin

collectively, persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and individual
employers ard by agencies or instrumentalities of the government operating as
Private businesses or enterprises, in thelr direct relations with their owd
employers snall have the right to strike, to picket and to engage in other legal
concerted activities. E

s
4
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- Nothing herein contained shall impair the authority of the Legislative
Assembly to enact laws to deal with grave emergencies that clearly imperil
the public health and safety or essential public services. '

Section 19. The foregoing enumeration of rights shall not be construed

restrictively nor does it contemplate the exclusion of other rights not
specifically mentioned which belong to the people in a democracy. The power
of the Legislative Assembly to enact laws for the protection of the life, health

and géneral welfare of the people shall likewise not be construed restrictively.
ARTICLE III
THE LEGISLATURE

Section 1. The legislative power shall be vested in s Legislative Assembly,
which shall consist of two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives,
whose members shall be elected by direct vote at each genersl election.

v Section 2, The Senaté»shall be composed of twenty-seven Senators and
the House of representatives of fifty-one Rebresentatives, except as these
numbers may be increased in accordence with the provisions of Section Tnof this
Article.

. Section 3. For theApurpdse of election of mewbers of the Legislative
Assembly, Puerto Rico shall be divided into eight senatorial districts and forty
- representative districts. FEach senatorial district shall elect two Senators '
and each representative district one Representative.

~ There shall also be eleven Senators and eleven Representatives elected

at large. No elector may vote for more than one candidate for Senator at Large
or for more than one céndidate for Representative at Large.

Section 4. In the first and subéequent elections under this Constitutioﬁ
the division of senatorial and representative districts as'providedvin Article

VYIII shall be in effect. After each decennial census begini.. g with the year

- 196Q,‘said division shall be revised by a Board composed ¢f the Chief Justice

~ of the Supreme Court as Chairman and of two additional mewbers appointed by
the GoVernor with the advice and consent -of the Senate.' The two additional
members shall not Eelong to the same political party. Any revision shall
maintein the number of senatorial and representative districts here created, :

which shall be composed of contiguous and couwpact territory and shall be
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organized, insofar as practicable, upon the basis of population and means of

communication. Each senatorial district shall always include five representgtﬁe
districts.

The decisions of the Board shall be made by majority vote and shall take
effect in the genersal elections\next following each reviéion. The Board shall
cease\to exist after the couwpletion of each revision. a

Section 5., No person shall be a member of the Legislative Asseubly unless
he is able to read and write the Spaﬁish or English language and unless he is s
citizen.of. the’ United -States. end of Puerto Rico and has resided in Puerto Rico
at least two years immediately prior to the date of his election or appointment.
No person shall be a member of the Senate who is not over thirty years of age,
and no person shall be a member of the House of Representatives who is not over
twent&-five years of age.

Section 6.‘ No person shall be eligible to election or appointment as
Senator or Representative for a district unless he has resided therein at least
one year immediately prior to his election or appointment. When there is wore
than one representative district in a municipality, residence in the municipality
shall satisfy this requitement. ' )

Section 7. If in a general election more than two-thirds of the members
of either house are elected from one political party or froum a single ticket, as
both are defined by law, the number of wembers shall be increased in the
following cases: | '

() 1If the‘party or ticket which elected wmore tﬂan two-thirds of the )

members of either or both houses shall have obtained less than two-thirds . |

of the totael number of votes cast for the office of Governor, the number

of members of the Senate or of the House of Representatives‘or of’ both

bodies, whichever may be the case, shall be increased by declaring elected

a sufficient number of candidates of the minority party or parties to bring

the tctal number of candidastes of the minority party or parties to nine in

the Senate and to aewnteen'in the House ol Representatives. When there

is wore thaﬂ one minority party, said additional members shall be declaréai’

elected from among the candi&ates of each winority party in the proportion

that the number of votes cast Tor the cendidate of each of said parties for
" the office of Governor bears to the total number of votes cast for the
candidates of aillthe minority parties for the office of Governor.
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ﬁ When one or more minority porties shall have obtained representation in a
”proﬁd%tion equal to or greater then the proportion of votes received by their

- respective canéidates for Governor, such party or parties shall not be entitled .
| t0~addition;l members until the representation established for each of the

other wminority parties under these provisions shall have been completed.

(b) If the party or ticket which elected more than two-thirds of the

members of either or both houses shall have obtained more than two-thirds

of the total number of votes oast for the ol'fice of- Governor, and one or
more winority parties shall not have elected the number of mewbers in the

Senate or in the House of Reprentatives or in both houses, whichever may

be the case, which corresponds to the proportion of votes cast by each of

them for the office of Governor, such additional number of their candidates
shall be declared elected as is necessary in order to coumplete said
proportion as nearly as possible, but the number of Sepators of all the
.minority parties shall never, under this provision, be more thap nine or
that of Representatives wore than seventeen,

In order to select additional members of the Legislafive Assembly from a
minority party in accordance with these provisions, its candidates at large
~ who have not been elected shall be the first to be declared elected in the
order of the votes that they have obtained, and thereafter its district
candidates who, not having been elected, have obtained in their respecti?e
districts the highest proportion of'the total number of votes cast as compared
to the proportion of votes cast in favor  of other candidates of tho same party
not elected to an equal office in the other districts. ’

The additional Senators and Representétives whose election is declared under
this section shall be considered for all purposes as Senators at Large or
Representatives at Lsarge.

The measures necessary to implement these guarantees, the method of
adjudicating fractions that may result from the application of the rules
contained in this section, and the minimum number of vofes that a minority
 party must cast in faver of its candidate for Governmor in order to have the
right to the representation provided herein shall be determined by the Legislative .
Assembly.
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Section 8. The term of office of Senators and Representatives shall begin
on the Second day of January immediately following the date of the general election
in which they shall have been elected. If, prior to the fifteen months
immediately preceding the date of the next general election, a vacancy occurs in
the office of Senator or Representative for a district the Governor shall call a
spgoial‘election in said district within thi;ty days following the date on which
the vacancy occurs. This election shall be held not later than ninety days after‘
the call and the person elected shall hold office for the rest of the unexpired
term of. his predecessor. When sald vacancy occurs during a legislative session, or
when the Legislative Assemhly or the Senate has heen called for a date prior to the
certification of the results of the special election the presiding officer of the
appropriate house shall fill said vacancy by appointing ﬁhe person recommended by
the central committee of the political party of which his predecessor in office was
a member. Such person shall hold the office until certification of the election of
the candidate who was elected. When the vacancy occurs within fifteen months prior
to a general election, or when it occurs in the office of a Senator at Large or a
Representative at Large +the presiding officer of the appropriate house shall fill
it, upon the recommendation of the political party of which the previous holder of
the office was a'membér, hy appointing a person selected in the seme manner as that .
in whichhis predecessor was selected. A vacancy in the office of a Senator at
Large or a Representative at Large elected as an independent candidate shall be
filled by an election in all districts.

Section 9. Fach house shall be the sole Judge.of the election, returns and
qualifications of its members; shall choose its own officers; shall adopt rules
for its own proceedings appropriate to legislative bodies; and with the
concurrence of thfeenfourths of the total number of members of which it is composed, -
may expel any membsr for the causes establishéd in Sectiop 21 of this Article, |
authorizing impeachments. The Senate shall elect a President and the House of
Representaéives a Speaker from aﬁong their respective members.

Section 10. The Legislative Assembly shall be deemed & continuous body
during the term for which its members are elected and shall meet in regular -
segsion each year commencing on the;second'Monday in January. The duration '
of regular sessions and the periods 6f tiﬁe for introduction and consideration ”
of hills shall he prescribed hy law. When the Governor calls the Leglslative

Assembly into special session it may consider only those matters specified
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in the call or in any special message sent to it by him during the session.
No special session shall continue longer than twenty calendar days.

Section 1l. The sessions of each house shall be open.

Section 12, A majority of the total number of members of which each house

is composed shall constitute a quorum, but a smalier number may adjourn from
day to day and shall have authority to compel the attendance of absent members.
Section 13. The two houses shall meet in the Capitol of Puerto Rico and

neither of them may &djourn for more than three consecutive days without the
consent of the other. o

Section 14. No wember of the Legislative Assembly shall be arrested

while the house of which he is & mewber is in session, or during the fifteen

days before or after such session, except for treason, felony or breach of the
‘peace. ' The members of the Leglslatlve Assembly shall not be questioned in

any other place for any speech, debaste or vote in either Pouse or in any comuittee.

Séction 15. No Senator or Representative may, during the‘term for which

he was elected or chosen, be appointed to any civil office in the Government of
Puerto Rico, its municipalities or instrumentalities, whichk shall have been
created or the salary of which shall have been'increaséd during said term.

No person may hold office in the Government of Puerto Rico, its municipalities
or instruﬁentalities and be a Senator or Representative at the same time.

These provisions shall not prevent a mewber of the Legislative Assembl& from

being designated to perform functions ad honorem.

Section 16. The Legislative Assemwbly shall have the power to creste,

consolidate or reorganize executive departments snd to define their functions.

Section 17. No bill shall becowe a law unless it has been printed, read,

referred to a committee and returned therefrom with a written report, but either
house may discharge a committee from the study and report of any bill and
proceed to a consideration thereof. Fech house shall keep a Journal of its
‘proceedings and of the votes cast for and against bills. The legislative
proceedings shall be published in a daily record in' the form determined by law.
Every bill, except general appropriation bills, shall be confined to one subject,
_ which shall be clearly expressed in its title, and eny part of an act whose-

| subject has not been expressed in the title shall be void. The genersl

appropriation act shall contain‘énly appropriations and rules for their

3
4
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disbursement, - No bill shall be amended in a manner that changes its original
pﬁrpose or incorporates matters extraneous to it. 1In amending any article or
section of a law, said article or section shall be promulgated in its entirety

as amended, All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives, but the Senate may rrcpcee or concur with amendments as on other
bills. .

Section 18. The subjects which may be dealt with by means of joint

resolution shall be determined by law, but every Jjoint resolution shall

fcllew The rame legislatlve rrcoess as —hot cof a bill.

Section 19. Every bill which is approved by a majority of the total

number of meubers of which each house is composed shall be submitted to the
Governor and shall become law if he 31gns it or if he does not return it,
~ with his objections, to the house ind Whlch it originated within ten days (Sundays
excepted) counting from the date on Whlch he shall have received it.-

When the Governor returns a bill, the house that receives it shall enter
his objections on its journal and both houses may reconsider it. If approved
by two-thirds of the total number of members of which each house is composed,
said bill shall become law.

It fhe Legilslative Asseuwbly adjourns sine die before the Governor has
acted on a bill that has been presented to him less then ten days before, he
is relieved of the obligation of returning it with his objections and the bill
shall become law only if the Governor signs it withinthirty days after receiving
it,

Every final passage or reconsideration of a bill shall be by a roll-call
vote.

Section 20. In approving any appropristion bill that contains more than

one item, the Governor may eliminate one or more of such items or reduce their
amounts, at the same time reducing the total smounts involved.

Section 21, The House of Representatives shall hesve exclusive power to
initiate impeachment procéedings and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of
the total number of wewbers of which 1t is couposed, to bring an indictment.
The Senate shall have exclusive powefuto try and to decide impeachment cases,

and in.meeting for such jpurposes the Senators shsll act in the neme of the
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the people and under oath of affirmation, No judgment of conviction in an
impeachment trial shall be pronounced without thé concurrence of three-fourths-
of the total number of members of which the Senate is composed, and the

judgment shall be limited to removal from office. The person impeached,
however, wmay be liable and subjecé to indictment, trial, Jjudgment and punishment
according to law. The causes of impeachment shall be treason, bribery, other
felonies, and misdemeenors involving moral turpitude., The Chief Justice of

the Supreme Court shall preside-at the impeachmenﬁ trial of the Governor.

The two houses may conduct impeachment proceedings in their regularn or
special sessions. The presiding officers of the two houses, upon written,
request of two-thirds of the total number of members of which the House of
ﬁeppesentatives is composed, myst convene them to deal with such préceedings.

Section 22. The Governor shall appoint a Controller with the advice ang

consent of a majority of the total nuuber of wembers of which each house is
composed. -The Cohtrbller shall meet the requiremenﬁs prescribed'by law and
shall hoid office for a term of ten years and until his successor has been
appointed and qua;ifies. The Controller shall sudit all the revenues accounts
and expenditures of the Commonwealth, of its agencies and instrumentalities and
of its municipalities, in order to determine whether they have been made in
accordance with.law. He shall render annual reports and any special reports
‘that ney be required of him by the Legislative Assembly or by the Governor.

’ In the performance of his duties the Controller shall be authorized to
administer oaths, take evidence and compel, under pain of contempt, the
attendance of witnesses and the produétion,of books, letters, documents,
papers, records and all other articles deemed essential to a full understanding
of the matter under investigation. ‘ ‘

The Controller may be removed for the causes and pursuant to the procedure
established in the preceding section,

ARTICLE IV
TEE EXECUTIVE

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a Governor, who shall

be elected by direct vote in each general election.

Section.2, The Governor shall hold office for the ‘term of four years from

the second dey of January of the year ﬂgllowing his election and until his

#
s
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guccessor has been elected and qualifles. He shall reside 1n Puerto Rico and
meintain his office in its caplital city.

Section 3. No person shall be Governor unless, on the date of the election,
he ig at least thirty-five years of age, and is and has been during the preceding
five years a citlzen of the United States and a cltizen and bona fide resident
of Puerto Rilco. |

Section 4. The Governor shall execute the laws and causé them to be exécuted.

He shall call the Legislative Assembly or the Senate Into special session
when in his Judgment the public Interest so requires.

He shall appoint, in the manner prescribed by this Constitution or by law,
all officers whose appolntment he 1s authorized to make. He shall have the power
to make appointments while the Legislative Assembly is not in session. Any such
appolntments that require the advice and, consent of the Senate or of both houses
shall expire at ﬁhe end of the next regular sesslon.

He shall be the commander-in~chief of the militia.

He shall have the power to call out the militila and summon ‘the posse
comitatus in order to preéent or suppress rebellion, Invasion or any serious
disturbance of the public peace.

He shall have the power t0 proclaim martial law when the public safety
requires 1t in case of rebelllon or invasion or imminent danger thereof. The
Legislative Assembly shall meet forthwith on thelr own initiative to ratify or
revoke the proclamation. . ,

He shall have the power to suspend the execution of sentences in criminal
cases and to grant pardons, commutations of punlshment, and total or partial
remissions of fines-and forfeiltures for crimes committed in vidlation of the laws
of Puerto Rico. This power shall not extend to cases of impeachment.

He shalloapprove or disapprove ln accordance with this Constitution the
Joint resolutions and bills passed by the Leglslative Assembly.

He shall present to the Legislative Assembly; at the beginning of each
regular session, a message concerning the affairs of the Commonwealth and a
report concerning the state of the Treasury of Puerto Rico and the proposed
ekpenditures for the ensuing flscel year. Said‘report-shall contain the
Information ﬁeosssary for the formula%;on of & program of 1egislation.

He shall exercise the other poweré and functlons and discharge the other
duties assigned to him by this Constitution or by law.



* Seetion 5. 'For the purpose of éxercising executive power, the Governor shall
ke aésisted by Secretaries whom he shall appoint with the advice and consent or
the Senate. The appointment of the Secretary of State shall in addition require
the advice and consent of the House of Representatives, and thé person apﬁointed
shall fulfill the requirements established in Section 3 of this Article. The
Secretaries shall collectively constitute the Governor's advisory council, which
shall be designated as the Council of Secretaries.

Section 6. Without prejudice to the power of the Legislative Assewbly to
create, reorganize and consolidate executive departments and to define their
functiéns, the following depgrtments are hereby establishedi: State, Justice,
Educgﬁion, Health, Treasury, Labor, Agriculture and Commerce, and Public Worké.
Each of these executive departments shall be headed by a Secretarys

| Section 7. When a vacancy occurs in the office of :Governor, caused by death,
resignation, removal, total and permanent incapacity, or any other absolute
disability, said office shall devolve upon the Secretary of State, who shall
hold it for the rest of the term;and until a new Governor has been elected and
qualifies., In the event thét_vacancies exist at the same time in both the
orfice of Governor ahd that of Secretary of State, the law shall provide which
of the Secretaries shall, serve as Governor.

Section 8. When for any reason the Governor is temporarily unable to perform

hig functions, the Secretary of State shall substitute for him during the period
he is unable to serve. If for any reason the Secretary of State is not available,
the Secretary determined by law shall temporarily hold the office of Governor.
~Sectien 9. If the Governor-elect shall not have qualified, or if he ﬁas
gualified and a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of Governor before he
shall have appointed a Secretary of State, or before said Secretary, having
been appointed, shall have qualified, the Legislative Assembly just elected,
upon convening for its first regular session, shall elect, by a majority of
the total number of members of which each house is composed,a Governor who shall
hold office until his successor is elected in the next general election and
qualifies, ,
Section 10. The Governor wmay be removed for the causes and pursuant to the
procedure established in Section 21 of Article III of this Constitution.
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ARTICLE V :
THE JUDICIARY

Section.l., The Jjudicial power of Puerto Rico shall be vested in a Supreme -

Court, and in such other courts as may be egtablished by law.
Section 2. The courts of Puerto Rico shall constitute a unified judicial

system for purposes of Jjurisdiction, operstion and administration. The
Legislative Assembly wmay create and abolish courts, except fér the Supreme
Court, in a manner not inconsistent with this Constitution, and shall determine
the venue and organization of the courts. .

Section 3. The Supreme Court shall be the court of last resort in Puerto

Rico and shall be composed of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices, The
number of Justices may be changed only by law upon request Of the Supreme Court.
Section 4, The Supreme Court shall sit, in accordance with rules adopted-

by it, as a full court or in divisions. All the decisilons of the Supreme , .
Court shall be concurred in by a majority of its meﬁbers; No laﬁ'shall bé
held unconstitutional except by & majority of the total rumber of Justices of
which the Court is composed in accordance with this Cbnéfitﬁtion‘ér with law.
Section 5. The Supreme Court, any of its divisions, .or any of' its Justices

may hear in the first instence petitions for habeas corpus and eny -other causes
and proceedings as determined by law.

- Section 6. The Supreme Court shall adopt for the courts rules of evidence

and of ci¥il and criminal procedure which shall not abridge, erlarge or todify"
the substantive rights of the parties. The rules thus adopted sﬁall be |
submitted to the Legislative Assembly at the beginning of its next regular
session and shall not go into effect until sixty days after the close of said
session, unless disapproved by the Legislative ‘Assembly, which shall havé the
power both at said session and subsequently to amend, repesl or supplement any
of said rules by a épecific law to that effect.

+Section 7. The Supreme Court shall adopt rules for the administration of
‘the courts. These rules shall be .subject to the laws concérning procurement,
personnel, audit and appropristion of funds, end other laws which apply generally
to all branches of the government. The Chief Justice shall direct the |
eduinistration of the courts and shall appoint an eduinistrative director who
8hall hoid office at the will of the Chief Justice.

| . »
| . >
'
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Section 8. Judges shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and

congsent of the Senate, Justlces of the Supreme Court shall not assume office
until after confirmation by the Senate and shall hold their offices during |
good behavior.. The terms of office of the other judges shall be fixed by law
and shall not be less then that fixed for the term of office of -u judge of
the same or equlvalent category existing when this Constitution takes effect,
The other officials and employees of the courts shall be appointed in the
menner provided by law.

Section 9. No person shall be appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court
unless he is a citizen of the United States and of Puerto Rico, shall have
been admitted to the practice of law in Puerto Rico at least ten Jears prier
to his appointment and shall have resided in Puerto Rico at least five years
1mmed1ately prior thereto. _

Section 1Q. The Legislative Assembly shall establish a retlrement system

for judges. Retirement shall be coumpulsory at the age of seventy years.
Section 11. Justices of the Supreme Court may -be removed for the causes

and pursuant to the procedure established in Section 21 of Article III oI this
Constltutlon. Judges of the other courts way be removed by the Supreme
| Court for the causes and pursuant to the procedure provided by law.
Section 12. No judge shall make a direct or indirect financial contribution

to any political organization or party, or hold any &xecutive office therein, or
participate in a political campaign of any kind or be a candidate for an
elective public office unless he has resigned his Jjudicial office at least
six months prior to his nomination.

Section 13. 1In the event that & court or any of its divisions or sections

is changed or asbolished by law, the person holding .a post of judge therein shall
continue to hold it during the rest of the term for which he was appointed

and shall perform the Jjudicial functions assigned to him by the Chief Justice

of the Supr«me Court.

ARTICLE VI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1, The Legislative Asscumbly shell have the power to creste, gbolish,
consolidate and reorganize municipalities; to change their territorial limits;
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to determine their orgenization and functions; and to authorize them to
develop progrems for the general welfare and to create any sgencies necessary
for that purpose,

No law abolishing or consolldating mnicipalities shall take effect untdil
retified in a referendum by a majority of the qualified electors voting in
-gald referendum in each of the municipalitieq to be abolished or consolidated,
The referendum shall be conducted in the menner determined by law, which shall
include tkeiapplicable prcceduresiofrthe electlon.laws 1n effect when the
referendum law ls approved. .. - e - VL e s

Seection 2, The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to impose and
collect taﬁes and to authorize their imposition and collection by municipalities
shall be exercised as determined by the Legislative Assembly and shall never
be surrendered or suspended, The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
to contract and to authorize the contracting of debts shall be exercised
as determined by the' Legislative Assembly. '

Section 3., The rule. of taxation in Puerto Rico shall be uniform.

Section 4, .General elections shall be held every four yesrs on the day
of November determined by the Legisletive Assembly. In said elections there
shall be elected a Governor, the members of ‘the Legislative Assembly, and the’
other officials whose election on that date is provided for by law,

Every person over twenty-one yéars of age shall be entitled to vote if
he fulfills the other conditions determined by law, No ‘person shall be
deprived of the right to vote because he does not know how to read or write or
does not own property, |

411 matters concerning the electoral process, registration of voters,
political parties and candidates shall be determined by law,

Every popularly elected offidial shall be elected by direct vote and
any candidate who receives more votes than any other cendidate for the same
office shall be declared elected.
¥ Secti9n.5. The laws shall be promulgated in accordance with the procedure |
bregcrivbed by law and shall specify fhe terms under which they shall teke effect,

Section 6, If at the end of any" fiscal year the appropriations necessaxy
' for the ordinary opersting expenses of ‘the government and for the payment of
interest on and amortization of the public debt for the ensuing fiscal year
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shall not have been made, the several sums appropriated'in the last appropriation
aé%s for the objects and purposes therein specified, so far as the same may be
applicable, shall continue in effect item by item, and the Governor shall '
authorize the payments necéssary for such purposes until corresponding
appropriations are made. |

Section 7. The appropriatiops made for any fiscal year shall not exceed
the total revenues, including available surplus, estimated for said fiscal
year unless the imposition of taxes sufficient to cover said appropriations
is provided by law. '

Section 8., In case the available revenues including surplus for any |,
fiscal year are insufficient to meet the appropriations made for that year,
interest or the public debt and amortization thereof shall first be paid, and
other disbursements shall thereafter be made in: accordance with the order of
priorities established by law. .

Section 9. Public property and funds shall only be disposed of for public
purposes, for the support and operation of state institutions, and pursuant to

law,

Secticn 10. No law shall give extra coumpensation to any public officer,
employee; agent or contréctor'after services shall have been rendered or |
contract made. No law shall extend the term of.any public‘officer or diminish
his salary or emoluments after his electioﬁ or appointment. 'No person shall
draw a salary for more than one office or position in the government of Puerto
Rico.

Section 11, The salaries of the Governor, the Secretaries, the meubers

of thé Legislative assembly, the Controller and Judges shall be fixed by a
special law and, except for the salaries of the members of the Legislative
Assembly, shall not be decreased during the terms for which they are elected
or appointed. The salaries of the Governor andtthe Controller shall not be
increased during said terms. No increase in the salaries of the meuwbers of
the Legislative Assembly shall take effect until after the expiration of the
term of the Legislative Assembly durirg which it is enacted. Any reduction
w7of the salaries of the members of the Legislative Assembly shall be effective
only during the terum of‘the Legislative Assembly which approves it. .

4

P
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Section 12. The Governor shall occupy and use, free of rent, the buildings

and properties belonging to the Commonwealth which have been or shsll hereafter
be used and occupied by him as chief executive,

Section 13. The procedure for granting franchises, rights, privileges

and concessions of a public or guasi-public nature'shaly be determined by

law, but every concession of this kind to a person or private entity must

be approved by the Governor or by the executive official whom he designates. .
Every frenchise, right, privilege or concession of a public or gquasi-public
nature shall be subject to amendment, alteration or repeal as determined by iaw,-

Section 14. TNo corporation shall be authorized to conduct the business of

buying and selling real estate or be permitted to hold or own real estate '
except such as may be reéasonably necessary to enable it to carry out the
purposes for which it was created, and every corporation authorized to engage
in agricultufe shall by its charter be restricted to the ownership and control
of not to exceed five hundred acres ofvland; and this provision shall be held to
prevent any member of a corporation engaged in agriculture from being in any
wise interested in any other corporation engaged in agriculture.

Corporations, however, wmay loan funds upon real estate security, and
purchase real estate when necessary for the collection of loans, but they shall

dispose of real estate so obtained within five years after receiving the title.

Corporations not organized in Puerto Rico, but doing business in Puerto.
Rico, shall be bound by the provisions of this section so far as they are
applicable.

These provisions shall not prevent the ownership, possession or management
of lands in excess“of five hundred acres by the Commonwealth, its agencies or
instrumentalities.

Section 15. The Legislative Assembly shall determine all matters concerning

the flag, the seal and the anthem of the Commonweslth. Once determined, no
law changing them shall take effect until one year after the general election
next following the date of enactment of said law. |

Section 16, All public officials and employees of the Coumonwealth, its

agencies; instrumentalities and poiiﬁical subdivisions, before entering upon
their respective duties, shall take»éh oath to support the Constitution of the
United States and the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
Section 17. 1In case of invasion, rebellion, epidemic or any other event -

.

-
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givihg rige to a state of emergency, the Governor may call the Legislative
Assembly to meet in. a place other than the Capitol of Puerto Rico, subject to
the approval or disapproval of the Legislative Aéseubly. Undér the same
conditions, the Governor may, during the period of emergency, order the
government, its agencies and instrumentalities to be woved temporarily to a
place other than the seat of the government.

Section 18.. All criminal actions in the courts of the Commonweslth shall

be conducted in the name and by the authority of "The People of Puerto Rico"
until otherwise provided by law, - | o
Section 19. It shall be the public policy of the Commonwealth to conserve,

develop and usé its natural resources in the most effective manner possible for
the general welfare ¢f the community; +to conserve and meintain buildings and
placed declared by the Legislative Asseuwbly to be of historic or artistic value;
totregulate its penal'instiﬁutions in a wanner- that effectively achieves their
purposes and to provide, within the limits of.aﬁailable resources, for adequate
treatuent of delinquents in order to make possible their morgl and social
rehabilitation.

ARTICLE VII
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Section 1. The Legislative Assembly wey propose amendments to this
‘Constitution by a concurrent resolution approved by not less than two-thirds
of the total number of members of which each house is composed. All propesed
amendments shall be submitted to the qualified electors in a special referenduum,
but if the concurrent resolution is approved by not less then three-fourths of
the total number of mewmbers of which each house is cbmposed, the'Legislative
Agseubly way provide that the referendum shall be held at the same time as ﬁhe
next general election. Each proposed amendment shall be voted on separatély
and not more than three proposed amendments may be submitted at the same -
referendun, Every proposed amendment shall specify the terms under which it
shall teke effect, and it shall -become a part of this Constitution if it is
ratified by a wajority of the électofs voting thereon. Once approved, a
‘proposed amendment must be publighed at least three wonths prior to the date
of the referendunm, | | ) '
e e
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Section 2. The Legislative Assembly, by a concurrent resolution approved

by two-thirds of the total number of members of which each house is composed,
may submit to the qualified electors at a referendum, held at the same time as
a general election, the question of whether a constitufional convention shall
be called to revise this Constitution. TIf a wajority of the electors voting
on this‘question vote in favor of the revision, it shall be wmade by a
Constitutional Convention elected in the wanner provided by law. Every
revision of this Constitution shall be submitted to the qualified electors

at a special referendum for ratification or rejection by a4 majority of the
votes'cast at the referendum. |

Seetion 3, No amenduent to this Constitution shall alter the republican

form of government established by it or abolish its bill of rights. Any ‘
amendment or revision of this Constitution shall be consistent with the

resolution enacted by the Congress of the United States approving this Constitutkny
with the applicable provisions of the Constitution of the United States, with

the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, and With Public Law 600, Eighty-first
Congress, adopted in the nature of g compact.

* ARTICLE VIII
SENATORTAL, AND REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS

Section 1. The senatorial and representative districts shall betthe

‘followings : ‘

I.  SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF SAN JUAN, which shall be composed of the following
‘Representative Dlstrlcts' 1.~ The Capltal of Puerto Rico, exaludlng the present
electoral preclncts of Santurce and RlO Piedras; 2.~ Electoral zones nuumbers
1l and 2 of the present precinet of §anturce; Fem Eiectoral zone number 3 of the
present precinct of Santurce; L4,- Electoral zone nuuber 4 of the present precinct _
of Santurce; and 5.- Wards Hato Rey, Puerto Nuevo end Capaerrs Heights of the
Capital of Puerto Rico. - ’

ITI. SENATORTAL DISTRICT OF BAXAMON, which shall be composed of the followﬂng
Representative Districts:’ 6.~ The munlcipallty of Bayamon, 7.~ The munlcipalitles
of Carollna'and.Turjillo Alto; 8,- The present electoral precincﬁ of Rio Piedras,
excluding wards Hato Rey, Puerto Nuevo and Caparre Heights of the Capital of
~ Puerto'Rico; 9.- The municipalities of Catafio, Guaynsbo and Toa Baja;=and
10,- The municipalities of Toa Alta, Corozal and Naranjito.’



A/AC,.35/Ti,121°
"English .
CArmex T
Page 22

III. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF ARECIBO, which shall be composed of the
following Representative Districts: 1l.- The municipalities of Vega Baja,

Bega Alta and Dorado; 12.- The municipalities of Manti and Barceloneta; 13%.- The
municipalities of Ciales and Morovis; 14.- The municipality of Arecibo; and '
15+~ The municipality of Utuado. '

IV. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF AGUADILLA, which shall be composed of the
following Representative Districts: 16.- The municipalities of Camuy, Hatillo
and Quebradillas; 17.~ The municipalities of Aguadilla and Isabela; 18,- The
municipalities of San Sebastian and Moca; 19.- The municipalities of Lares,

Las Marias and.Marlcao, and 20.- The municipalities of Anasco, Aguada and Rlncon.

V{  SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF MAYAGUEZ, which shall be composed of the

following Representative Districts:"El.- The municipality of Mayaguez; 22.- The
| municipalities of Cabo Rojo, Hormiqueros and Lajas; 23%.- The municipalities of
Sen German and Sabana Grande; 2k.- The municipalities of Yauco and Guanica;

and 25.~ The municipalities of Guayanilla and Penuelas. : .

- VI. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF PONCE, which shall be composed of the followiné
Representative Districts: 26.- The first, eecond, third, fourth, fifth and
sixth .wards and the City Beach of the municipality of Ponce; 27.- The’
municipality of Ponce, except for the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and
-8ixth wards and the City Beach; 28.- The municipalities of Adjuntas and Jayuya;
29.- The municipalities of Juana Diaz, Santa Isabel and Villalba; and 30.- The
municipalities of Coamo and Orocovis, | '

VII. SENATORIALADISTRICT OF GUAYAMA, which shall be composed of the
following Representative Districts: 31.- The municipalities of Aibonito,
Barranquitas and Comerio; 32.- The municipalities of Cayey and Cidra; 3%3.- The
municipalities of Caguas and Aguas Buenasj 34, - The municipalities of Guayama
and Selinag; and 35.~ The municipalities of Patillas, Maunabo and Arroyo.

VIII.SENATORTAL DISTRICT OF HUMACAO, which shall be composed of the
following Representative Districts: 36.~ The municipalities of Humacao and

. Yabucoa; %f.- The municipalities of JUncos, Gurabo and San Lorenzo; 38.- The
municipalities of Naguabo, Ceiba and Las Piedras; 39.- The municipalities of }
Fajardo and Vieques and the Island of Culebra; and 40.- The municipalities of
Rfo Grandes, Loiza and Luquillo. |

Section 2. Electoral zones 1, 2, 3 and 4 included in three representative

dlstricts withln the senatorial dlstrlct of San Juan are those presently existin '
for purposes of electoral organizatiqﬁ in the second precint of San Ju&n.

R P L o
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ARTICLE IX
TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

Section 1. When this Constitution goes into effect all laws not inconsistent

therewith shall continue in full force until amended or repealed, or until
they expire by their own terms,
Unless otherwise provided by this Constitution, civil and criminel
liabilities, rights, franchises, concessions, privileges,'claims, actions,
causes of action, contracts,.and civil, criminal and adminiétrative proceedings
shall continue unaffected, notwithstanding the taking effect of this Constitution.
Section.2. All officers ﬁho are in office by election or appointment on
the date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to hold their offices
and to perform the functions thereof in a wanner not inconsistent with this

Constitution, unless the functions of their offices are abolished or until
their successors are selected and qualify in accordance with this Constitution
and laws enacted pursuant thereto.

Section 3. Notwithstanding the age limit fixed by this Constitution for

compulsory retirement, all the Judges of the courts of Puerto Rico who are
,holding office on the date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to
hold their judicial offices until the expiration of the terms for which they
were appointed, and in the case of Justicés of the Supreme Court during good
behavior. |

Section 4., The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be the successor of the
People of Puerto Rico for all purposes, including without limitation the
collection and payment of debts and liabilities in accordance with their terms.

Section 5. When this Constitution goes into effect, the term ' cltlzen of

the Oommonwealth of Puerto Rico" shall replace the term "citizen of Puerto Rico
as prev1ously used, |

Section 6, Political parties shall continue to enjoy all rights recognized
by the election law, provided that on the effective date of this Constitution
they fulfill the minimum requirements for the registration of new parties
contained in said law. Five years after this Constitubion shall have taken
effect-the Legislative Assenbly may change these‘requirements, but any law
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ﬁincreasing them shall not go into effect until after the general election next

féllowing its enactment.

Section 7. The Legislative Assembly may enect the laws pecessary to

supplement and make effective these transitory provisions in order to assure

the functloning of the government until the officers provided for by this

Constitution are elected or appointed and qualify, and until this Constitution

takes effect in all respects.

Section 8. If the Legislative Assembly creates a Department of Comme?ce,

the Department of Agriculture and Commerce shall thereafter be called the

Department of Agriculture.

Section 9, The first election under the prov1sions of this Constitution
shall be held on the date provided'by law, but not later ‘then six months
_ after the effective date of this Constitution. The second general election
under this Constitution shall be held in the menth of November 1956 on a day

provided by law.

Section 10, This Constitution shall teke effect when the Governor so
proclaims, but not later than sixty days after its ratification by the Congress

of the United States.

(8igned):

Antonio Fernds Isern
Maris Libertad Gémez
Vietor Gutiérrez Franqui
Iuls Mufioz Marin

Celestino Iriarte Mird
Lino Padrdén Rivera
Bemuel R. Quifiones Quifiones
Ernesto Ramos Antonini
Iuieg A, Negrdéu Ldpez

Jaime Ben{tez Rexach
Yldefonso Sold Morales
Benjemin Ortiz Ortiz

Cruz Ortliz Stelle
‘Bentlago R. Palmer Diaz
Jogé Trias Monge

" Alvaro Rivera Reveg

José Villares Rodriguez
Ruben Gaztambilde Arrillage
~ Ernesto Carrasquillo Quifiones
Santdago Polanco Abréu
Herasclio H, Rilvera Coldn

. José Mimoso Raspaldo

‘Merio Casnales Torresola | j

Alfonso Romén Gercia

Jorge Font Saldafia .

José M, Dé4vila Monsanto
Francisco L. Anselmi Rodriguez

‘Bernardo Méndez Jiménez

Angel Sandin Mertinez
Sigfredo Vélez Gonzdlez

Iuis Alfredo Coldn Veldzquez
Juen Dévila Diaz

Manuel Acevedo Rosario
Andrés Rivera Negrdn
Arcilio Alvarado Alvarado
Enrique Alvarez Vicente
Francisco Arrillega Gaztembide
Carmelo Avila Medina

Jogé B. Barceld Oliver,
Ramén Barreto Pérez

Ramén Berrios Sédnchez

Frencisco Berio Sudrez
- Virgilio Brunet Meldonado

Agustin Burgos Rivera
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Angel M, Candelario Arce
Dionisio Casillas Casillas
José A, Cintrdén Rivera
Lionel Ferndndez Méndez
Luis A. Ferré Aguavo

. Alcides Figueroa Oliva
Leopoldo Figueroa Carreras
Ernesto Juen Fonfrias Rivera
Juen R. Garcia Delgado
Miguel A. Garcia Méndez
Jensxro Gautier Dapena
Fernando J. Géigel Sabat
José R, Gelpi Bosch

Dario Goitla Montalvo
Héctor Gonzdlez Blanes
Andrés Grillasca Salas
Jesis Izcoa Mdure

Lorenzo Lagarde Garcés
Ramén Llobet Diaz

Ramiro Martinez Sandin
Juan Meléndez Bdez

Ramén Mellado Parsons
Armando Mignucci Calder
Pablo Morales Otero
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Luis Mufioz Rivera
Eduardo Negrdén Benitez

 Abrsham Nieves Negrdn

Mario Orsini Martinez
Normen E. Parkhurst
Francisco Paz Granela

Ubaldino Ramirez de Arellsno Quifiones

Ramén Maria Ramos de Jesis
Antodio Reves Delgado
Dolores Rivera Candelaria
Alego Rivera Morales.

- Carmelo Rodriguez Garcia

Cgrlos Romén Benitez
Joaquin Rosa Gdmez

Alverto E. Sénchez Nazario
Luis Santaliz Capestany
Juan B. Soto Gonzdlez
Rafael Torrech Genovés
Lucas Torres Santos

Pedro Torres Diaz

Augusto Valentin Vizcarrondo
Baudilio Vega Berrios

José Veray Herndndez
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MEMORANDUM BY THE GOVERIMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERTCA CONCERNING THE CESSATION OF TRANSMISSION OF

INFCRMATION UNDER ARTICLE 73 (e) OF THE CHARTER WITH

.

REGARD TO THE comomwx:éﬂm oF IUERTO RICO

,Introduction

1. The United States Government, in pursuance of Article 73(e) of the
Charter of the United Natlons, has, in accordance with Resolution G6(1)
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 1k, 1946,
transmitted annually to the Secretary-General since 1946 information on

Puerto Rico. During this period successive advances have been made in the
growth and development of self-governing institutions in Puerto Rico and in
the vesting of powers of government in the Puerto Rican people‘and thedir
elected representatives, This process has reached its culmination with the
establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the promulgation of the
Constitution of this Commonwealth on July 25, 1952.
2. With the establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the people
of Puerto Rlco have attained a full measure of self-government.- Accordingly,
-the Government of the United States has decided that it is no longer sppropriste
for it to submit informetion on Puerto Rico pursuent to Article 73(e) of
the Charter. '
. 3. Resolution 222(III), adopted.by the General Assembly on November 3, 1943,
states that, having regard to the provisionscof Chepter XI of the Charter,
it is essential that the United Nations be informed of any change in the
constitutional position and status of any non-self-governing territory as a
result of which the responsible govermment concerned thinks it unnecessary
to trensmit information in respect of that territory under Article T3(e) of the
Charter., ' The Members of the United Nations concerned are requested by this
resolution to communicete to the Secretary-General, within a meximum period of
six months, such information as mey be eppropriste, including the constitution,
legislative .act or executive order providing for the government of the territory
and the consﬁitutional relationship of the territory to the government of the
metropolitan country. .
L, As: & result of the change in the constitutional position and status of

Puerto Rico as described in this memorandum, the Government of the United

| . R -
. : * .
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- States considers it unnecesgary to transmit further information under Article

7§(e) of the Charter concerning the Cammonwealth of Puerto Rico. The United
States Government desires that the United Nations be fully informed of the
background of this decision. Accordingly, and in pursuance of Reéolution
222(III), this memorandum hes been prepared and, together with a copy of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and a letter from the Governor
of Puerto Rico 1s transmitted to the Secretary-Genersl for circulamidn-ﬁo the
Members of the United Nations for their informetion.

" Constitutional Development of Puerto Rico Under
United States Administration

5. Puerto Rico has been administered by the United Staves since 1393 when
Spain ceded its sovereignty to the island under terms of the Treaty of Paris.
Puerto Rico had a military government until 1900 when the United States
Congress enacted the first organic law providing for a civil form of government.
The establishment of the Commonwealth in July 1952 marks the culminstion of

a steady progression in the exercise of self-governmment initisted by the first
organic law.

6. The first organic law, known as the Foraker Act, provided for a Governor
appointed by the President of the United States, with the advice and consent

of the Senate of the United States, a legislative assembly in which the lower
house was elected but the upper house was composed of the heads pf executlve .
departments of ﬁhe government and five other persons, all appointed by the
President with the advice snd congent of the Senate, and a supreme court, the
members of which were also appointed by the President with the advice and
consent of the Senate, Jjustices of the lower courts being appointed by the
Governor with‘advice and consent d: the upper house of the legislature. The
act provided for Puerto Ricot's representation before all depesrtments of the
Federal Government by & popularly elected Resident Commissioner. The Resident
Commissioner has a seat in the House &f Representatives of the Congress of

the United States. | | | .
Ts In 1917, the scope of self-government was increased wifh enactment by the
Congress of a second organic. law known as the Jones Act. Under it, the people
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of Puerto Rico elected both houses of their legislature, and the popularly
elected upper house advised and consented to the Governor's appointment of
justices of the lower courts. The President retained authority to appoint

the Governor, the justices of the supreme court, the heads of the departments
6f Jjustice and education, and the auditor, but all other heads of executive
departments were appointed by the Governor. The people of Puerto Rico became
citizens of the United States. The protection of a bill of'rights patterned on
the bill of rights of the United States Constitution was extended to Puerto Rico.
Provision for representation before the various departrents of -the Federal
Government remained. The legislature could repass a bill over the Governort's
veto, but if the CGovernor did not then approve it, it did not become law unless
it received the apéroval of the President. |

8. In 1946, the President appointed as Governor, with the advice and consent
of the Senate, a Puerto Rican who had fofmerly been Resident Commissioner from
Puerto Rﬁco. This was the first time that a Puerto Rican had been asppointed
Governor. ‘

9. In l9h7, the Congress authofized the people of Puerto Rico to elect their
. Governor, beginning with the general election in 1948, and provided & line

of succession in the event of & vacancy in the position of Governor or of the
Governor's tewporary asbsence or disability. The elected Governor was |
authorized to appoint all the members of his caebinet, the heads of the executi-re
departments, including the attorney general and commissioner of educoticn.. No
change was wade at that time in the provisions respecting appointment of the
auditor and Jjustices of the supreuwe court.

Development and Adoption of the Constitution of

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

10. In 1948, the candidates for Governor and Resident Commissioner from
Puerto Rico, who were elected by very substantial wajorities, ran on a pletform
calling for the adoption by the people of Pueirto Rido of a constitubticn.of their
own drafting, within the framework of a continuing relationship with the United
States to which the people of Puerto:Rico would consent. In that election,

the candidates who advocated statehooa for Puerto Rico and independence for
Puerto Rico were defeated. An overwhelming number of candidates for the
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legislature who'ran on the same program as the successful candidates for Governor

and Resident Commissioner were also elected. 1In accordance with the expressed
wishes of the people of Puerto Rico, there was introduced in the Congress a
bill to provide for the organization of a constitutional government by the
people of Puerto Rico. It was enacted on July:id, 1950 as Public Law.600,
8lst Cong. (6k4 Stat. 319).
ll.v That law éxpfessly recognized the principle of government by'consent,"
and declaring that it was "adopted in the nature of a compéct", required that
it be gubmitted to the voters of Puerto Rico in an island-wide referendum for.
acceptance or rejection. If the act were approved by a umajority of participating -
vofers, the Legislature of Puerto Rico was authorized to call a constitutional
convention to formulate a constitution, which would become effective upon its

‘ adoption by the people if approved by the Congress after a finding by the
President that it conformed with the applicable provisions of the.act and of the
Constitution of the United Stétes. Those provisions of the Organic Act which
related to wmatters of local government would thereupon be repealed,while the
remaining provisidns'of the Organic Act, relating to such matters as Puerto
Rico's economic relationship to the United States, the force and:effiectoof
‘applicable Federal laws, and continued representation in Washington, would
thenceforth be known as the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, The Congress
made only two stipulations with respect to the content of the constitution to
be adop%ed; that it provide a republican form of governument and that it include
a bill of rights.
12. PFour political parties participated in the campaign preceding the
referendum: two advocated approval of Public Law 600, 8lst Congress, one opposed
it, and one was divided in its position, Gm£1huﬁbdg, 1951, 506,185 persons,
65.08 percent of the 777,675 qualified voters of Puerto Rico, partidipated in
the referendum, and 76.5 percent of those voting approved the act.  On Migust 2,

- 1951, ninety-two delegates were elected to a constitutional convention,

E repré%enting the Popular Democratic, the Statehood and the Socialist Pparties.

‘ The convention met in September 1951, and concluded its painstaking work in

; Febfﬁary 1952. An official English and an official Spanish version of the

- constitution were adopted, and the text was published in the four daily newspapers

~ of Puerto Rico in both languages. Copies of the document were distributed

~ throughcut the Island, ' |

1
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13. On March 3, 1952, the constitution was submitted for adoption or rejection,
'0f the 783,610 qualified vote‘rs , 456,471 perticipeted in the referendum., Of
these, 373,594 or 81.84 percemt of those voting supported adoption of the
constitubtion; only 82,877 or 18,16 percent of those voting disaepproved it.

All of the elections and referende held in Puerto Rico in connection with the
development of the constitution were on the basis of universal adult suffrage.
without property or literacy requirements. Puerto Rico has had universal

adult suffrage since 1929, There have been no property requirements since '
1906 and the last literacy requirements were removed in 1935. '

1k, On April 22, 1952, the President transmitted the Constitution to the
Congress with his recommendation for epproval, and by Public Lew 47,

82nd. Cong. (66 Stat. 327), signed by the President on July 3, 1952, the Congress
approved the Constitution subject to certain conditions which were to be
submitted for approval to the Puerto Rican Constitutional Convention, Public
Law 447, in its preesmbuler provisions, recalled thet the Act of July 3, 1950
"was adopted by the Congress as a compact with the people of Puerto Rico, to
become opérative upon its approval by the people of Puerto Rico"; that the
people of Puerto Rico hed overwhelmingly approved this Act and that the
Constitution of Puerto Rico had been drafted by a Constitutionel Convention;
that the Constitution was adopted by the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum;.
that the Fresident of the United States had declared thet the Constitution
conformed fully with the applicable provisions of the Act of July 3, 1950 and
the Constitution of the United States, that it contained & Bill of Rights, and

~ provided for a republican form of govermnment; and that the Congress of the
United Stetes had considered the Constitution and found that it cbnfo.i'med with
the 'stipulated requirements. The operative pert of Public Law L7 recorded

the approvel by the Congress of the United States of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico subject to certain conditions, eamong which was that
the following nmew sentence be added to Article VII: "Any amendment or revision:
of this Constitution shell be consistent with the resolution enacted by the
Congress of the United States epproving this Constitution, with the applicable
provigions of the Constitution of the United States, with the Puerto Rican
Federal Relations Act, end with Pu.'blic Law 600, 8lst Cong;, edopted in the neture
of a compact," The Puérto Ricen Conqtitutional Convention considered and
approﬁed these conditlons._ On July 25, 1952, the Govermor of Puerto Rico
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proclaimed the establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico under its

Comstitution.

-

Principal Feamﬁres of the Constitution of the Commonwealth

15. The Constitution of the Commonwealth, as it became effective with the
apﬁroval of the Congréss, provides that "Its political power emanates from

the people and shall be eiercised in accordence with their will, within the‘
terms of the couwpact agreed upon between the people of Puerto Rico and the
United States of America" (Art,I,Section 1). The Constitution of the
Commonwealth is similar to that of a State of the Federal Unidn. It establ;shes
a tri-partite form of government, with a popularly elected Governor, a.popularly
elected bi-cameral legislature and a Jjudicial breach. The heads of all
executive departments are appointed by tﬁe Governor, with the advice and consent
of the Puerto .Rican Senate; appointment of the Secretary of State also reqﬁires
the consent of the House of Representatives. It should be noted that with the
establishment of the Commonwealth neither the President nor the United States
‘Senate participates in any way in the appointment of any official of the
government of the Commonwealth., ’

16. The Legislative Assembly, which is elected by free, universal and secret
suffrage of the people of Puerto Rico, has full legislative suthority in
respect to local matters. The.Commonwealth has'the power to impose and collect
taxes, and to contract debts. Acts of the Legislative Asseubly become law

. upon approval of the Governor; or, in the event that an act is vetoed by the
Governor, upon its reenactment by two-thirds of the total number of wembers of
which each house is cowmposed. The President may no longer prevent a bill
repassed over the Governor's veto from becoming law by disapproving it. The
protection»of a bill of rights is extended to persons in Puerto Rico. All
public officials wust take an oath to support the Constitution of the United
States and the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth. Amendments to the
Constitution mey be proposed by the Legislative Assembly, and will be voted on
 at a referendum, becoming effective if ratified by a majority of the electors

i voting thereon. The Constitution does not restrict the substance of future
'amendments, except to provide that they shall be consistent with the act

1 abproving the anstitution, with the appliceble provisions of the
:;,E%defal‘Coﬁétitutébﬂ with the Puerto.Rica%ZFederal Relations Act, and

’ ; B . . :
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with the act of Congress authorizing the drafting and adobtion of a Constitution,
17. The Jjudiciary of the Commonwealth is independent under the Constitution.
The justices of the Supreme Court are no longer appointed by the President but
are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate of
Puerto Rico. Justices hold office durihg good behavior and may be removed,
after impeachment, for causes specified in the Constitution. The number of
Jjustices may be increased only by law at the request of the court itself.

No judge way make a direct or indirect financial contribution to any political '
organization or party, or hold ény elective office @herein, or participate in
any political campaign or be a candidate for elective office unless he has
resigned his judicial office at lease six months prior to his nomination.
Although judgments of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico may be appealed to the
United States Court of Appeals, decisions of the United States Supreme Court'
have established that the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico is the final authority
.on the meaning of a Puerto Rican law and that its decision interpreting such

a law way not be reversed unless the interpretation is "inescaprbly wrong" and
the decision "patently erroneous"; it is not sufficient to Jjustify reversal
that the Federal Court merely disagree with the Puerto Rican Supreme Courtl!s
interpretation. There continues to be a Federal District Court in Puerto Rico,
but its Jurisdiction does not differ from the jurisdiction of Federal District
Courts functioning within the boundaries of States.

18. Under the Constitution, there is full and effective participation of

the population of Puerto Rico in the Government of Puerto Rico. Article II,
section 1, provides that no discrimination shall be made on account of race, color,
sex, birth, social origin or condition, or political or religious ideas and
requires the laws to embody these principles. Puerto Rico is divided by the
Constitution into senatorial and representative districts for purposes of
electing members of the Legislative Assembly, and provision is also made for
election of senators and representatives elected at large. By a special
procedure established by Article III of the Constitution, minority perties are
assured of representabion which recognizes their island-wide voting strength.
Elections will be held every four years. |

19, | Article II, section 2, requlres that the 1aws shall guarantee the

expression of the will of the people by means of equal, direct, and secret |
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universal suffrage and shall protect the citizen against any coercion in the
exercise of the electorél franchise. Article VI, section 4, provides that
every person over twenty-one years of age shall be entitled to vote 1f he
fulfills the other conditions determined by law and prohibits depriving a person
of the right to vote because he does nct know how to read or write or does not

own property.

Present Status of Puerto Rico

20. The people of Puerto Rico continue to be citizens of the United States as
well as of Puerto Rico and the fundamental provisions of the Constitution ofl
the United States continue to be applicablé to Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico will -
continue to be represented in Washington by a Resident Commissioner whose
functions are not altered by the establishment of the Commonwealth., Matters of
foreign relations and national defence wilk continue to be conducted by the |
United States, as is the case with the States of the Union.
21. At the request df the people of Puerto Rico and with the approval of the
Government of. the United States, Puerto Rico has voluntarily entered into the
relationship with the United States which it has chosen fo describe as a
"coumonwealth" reletionship, The term "commonwealth" was adopted by Puerto Rico
as the official English designation of the body politic created by the
Constitution (the official Spanish title is "estado libre asociado"), to define
the status of that body as "a state which is free of superior authority in the
management of its own local affeirs but which is linked to the United States of
America and hence is a part of its political system in = menner compatible with'
its Federal structure", and which "does not have an independent and. separate
existence" (Resolution No. 22 of the Constitutional Convention). Bylthe various
actions teken by the Congress and the people of Puerto Rico, Congress has agreed
that Puerto Rico shall have, under that Constitution, freedom from control or
interferenée by the Congress in respect of internal government and administration,
subject only to compliance with applicable provisions-of the Federal Constitution,
the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act and the acts of Congress authorizing and
~ approving the Constitution, 'as may be interpreted by judicial decision. Those
laws which directed or suthorized interference with wmatters of local government
by the Federal Govermment have been repeéled. |

. -, | ‘ ]
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22, In Hawaii, Alaska, Guam and the Virgin Islands of the United States the
chief execubtive is appointed by the President with the advice and consent of
the Senate, not popu;erly elected by the people; the executive officer
immediately subordinate to the Governor is appointed by the President, either
alone or with the advice and consent of the Senate, bqt not by the Governor;
and judges of the highest courts exercising local jurisdiction are appointed by
the President with the advice and consent of the Senate, not by the Governor,
This is so provided by their respective organic acts as enacted by the Congress.
This is not the case with respect to Puerto Rico. The people of Puerto Rico
will perticipate effectively in their government through universal, secret and
equal suffrage, in free and periodic elections in which differing political
parties offer can@idates, and wvhich are assured freedom from undemocratic
practices by the Constitution itself. These elections will be conducted in
the future, as they have been in the past, without interference by the United
States. The people of Puerto Rico have complete autonomy in 1nternal economic
matters and in cultural and social affairs under a Constitution adopted by them
and approved by the Congress. '

23. Under the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, there will still be free
trade with the United States, ouly United States coins and currency will be legal
tender in Puerto Rico, and the statutory laws of the United States not locaelly
inapplicable will, with some exceptions, have the same force and effect in
Puerto Rico as in the United States. United States internal revenue laws do
not apply in Puerto Rico, and the people of Puerto Rico will continue to be
exempt from Federal incoume taxes on the income they derive from sources within
 Puerto Rico. The proceeds of United States excise taxes collected on articles
produced in Puerto Rico and shipped to the United States and the proceeds of
customs collected on foreign merchandise entering Puerto Rico are covered into
the Treasury of Puerto Rico for appropriation and expenditure as the legislature
of the Commonwealth way decide.

oli, The finsl declaration of the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico
(Resolution No. 23), expresses the views of ‘the people of Puerto Rico as to the
statgs they have now achieved, )

"Wiwn thi. o M m . ow effect, tue ro wle > ‘uerto Rico shall
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"When this Constitution tekes effect, the people of Puerto Rico ghall
thereupon be orgenized into a commonwealth established within the terms of the
compact entered into by wmutual consent, which is the basis of our union with the
United States of America.

"Thus we attain the goal of complete self-government, the last vestiges
of colonialism having disappeared in the principle of Compact and we enter

into an era of new developments in democratic c1villzat10n."
Conclusion
~ouc_usion

25. The United States Government, therefore, has decided that, with the :
entry into force on July 25, 1952, of the new constitutional arrangements
establishing the Commonweslth of Puerto Rico, it is no longer appropriate

for the United States to continue to transmit information to the United .
Nations on Puerto Rico under Article T3(e) of the Charter, This conclusion
constitutés a recognition of the full measure of self-government.which has
been achieved by the people of Puerto RlCO.
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ANNEX TII

IETTER DATED JANUARY 17, 1953 FROM MR, LUIS MUNOZ MARIN,
GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO, TO THE FRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

On July 25, 1952, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico was formally installed in
‘re.spons‘e to the wish.of an overwhelming 'majo:t:i‘cy of the people of Puerto Rico
pursuant to e compact between them end the Govermment of the United States.
Puerto Rico became a Commonwealth in free and voluntery association with the
United States, and its people have now attained e full measure of self-govermment.
Accordingly, I resi:ectfully suggest on behalf of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
that the Govermment of the United States take steps to notify the United Nations
~of the status of Puerto Rico, that it is no longer a non-gelf-governing aresa,
and thet reports concerning it are no longer appropriate under Article T73(e) of
the Charter, y )

This development hag clima,éced fifty~-four years of growth in mutual
understanding and mutual good will, Democratic rights in Puer‘bo' Rico have been
progressively recognized as self-govermment has increased. Since 1917, the
people of Puerto Rico elected all members of their legislature which had
comprehensivé powers to enact laws for Puerto Rico. Since 1948, the peoplecof
Puerto Rico also elected their own governor, and all other officials of
Puerto Rico were locally elected or appointed by elected officials except
the Auditor of Puerto Rico and the Justices of the Supreme Court, Unmbil ‘the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico began to function, the latter officials were
appointed by the President of the United States with the advice and consent
of the United States Senate., The Congress of the United States, however,
retained full jurisdiction to legislate with respect to Puerto Rico without
the consent of its people; to o;rerriﬂe its laws, to change its form of
government end to alter ite rélations to the United States.

These reservetions heve been to & large extent formel., In the entire
fifty-four years history of United States administration of Puerto Rico,

Congress did not in any inetance exercise ite power to annul or amend an Act of
'bho'“fuerto Rico legislature, ncr did it mcdify the releticre of Pucrto Rico to.the
United Stckos exsept Trogregeively ée exterd self-gecvorrment to its xeople in ’
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respénse to thelr wishes. Ev‘en before 1948, the appointed Governor. of

Puerto Rico was & Puerto Ricen whose selection was recommended by the majority
political perty of the island., After 1948, the appointed Auditor and Justices

of the Supreme Court were Puerto Ricans, also appointed with the recommendation

and approval of the majority perty.

This politlcal history has been accompanied by & mutually beneficial
economic relationship, The reople of Puerto Rico have received many services
from the Govermment of the United States and have benefited by grants-in-aid.
Puerto Ricans have not been subject to the payment of taxes and have been
entirely free of imposte, duties or any form of exactlons for the support of
the Federal Govermment., At all times since the. turn of the. century we have
enjoyed free trade with the United States, and since 1917 we have had the
benefit of common citizenship., Despite the fact that our population has grown
from 953,000 inhabitants in 1900 to 2,219,000 in 1950, our standerd of living
has substantially increased. For example, the average per caplta income in
1930 was $122.00 as compared with $319.00 in 1950.

The people of Puerto Rico have been keenly aware of our basic economic
problems due to the density of population and the poverty of natural resources,.
We are proud of the progress that we have mede end are continuing to make by
the utilization of our own talents and our democratic institutions. This
progress wou}d have been impossible, however, if it had not been for the
sympathetic cooperation of the United States, manifested in a wide variety of
weys, meterial and political, We have been helped in building sounder social
and{’educa.tional bases for the exercise of ocur political rights and for our ovn’
‘economic advancement. Our Joint efforts in combatting illiteracy é.nd. improving
health conditions have produced remerkeble results, In 1900 the literacy rete
in Puexrto Rico was 20 percént ag compared to 78 percent in 1950; and in the
seme period the death rate hesg dropped from 25,3 per thousand to 10 per thousand.

Although the relationéhip wag oné of freedom and Justice in practice, the

"people of Puerto Rico were not satisfied to remain in a status which apreared
to reflect the imposition upon & people of the will of ancther community., We
are proud of our culture and 'background, and we cherish our individuel dignity
and our common heritage. We profoundiy believe that our govermment should be
golidly based upon our own will and our own free cholce. Accordingly, for some
yeers, as our democretic institutions developed and became firmly esteblished,
Athe reorple consid@red and debated the matfcer of. their status.

4

o

.";
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Specifically, the people of Puerto Rico discussed three choices:
independence, statehood within the Federal Union, or associlation with the United
States as a free Commonwealth. At no time did we consider that our choice was
restricted, or that any alternative was foreclosed to us or could not be achieved
by peaceful means; and it should be said that at no time did the United States
attempt, directly or indirectly, to interfere with our choice., On the contrary,
President Truman said in a wmessage to the Congress as long ego as October 1945,

"It is the settled policy of this Government to promote the political,
social, and economic development of people who have not yet attained full
self -government and eventually to make it posgsible for them to determine
their own form of government***, It is not time, in my opinion, to
ascertain from the people of Puerto Rico their wishes as to the ultimate
status which they prefer, and, within such limits as may be determined by -
the Congress, to grant to them the kind of government which they desire,"

And in his wessage to the Congress in January 1946, he said,

| "This Government is committed to the democratic principle that it is

for the dependent peoples themselves to decide whet their status shall be."

Each of the alternatives of independence, statehood, and association has
been represented in Puerto Rico by a political party which favored it, and which
actively campaigned for the support of the electorate and nominated candidates
for the legislature and the governorship. In the 1948 elections the three
alitical
parties. The preferente of the people, expressed in an eglectisn which was as

alternatives were fully presented to the electorate by the three wmain
democratic as any in the world, was unmistakebly expressed in favor of the third
alternative: a free Commonwealth associated with tﬁe United States on the bagis

of mutual consent. Their choice is aptly summed uwp in the Spanish name of the
new body politic, "Estado Libre Asociado.” | ) |

It was at the request of the officials of the Puerto Rican government

acting pursuant to the mandaté of the people that the Congress of the United
States initiated the series of actions which resulted in the creation of the
Commonwealth. On Julyl3, 1950, thé;Blst Congress enacted Publig Law 600,
This vas, in effect, an offer by the bongress to the people of Puerto Rico,
vhich we might accept or reject, to enter into a compact defining the status of
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‘Puerto Rico and the relationships between the respective communities. The
compact offered the people of Puerto Rico an opportunity to establish our own
government and to remsin in association with the United States on defined terms.
It was the precise formula that the people, through their elected representatives,
had requested.’ '
According to its terms, Public Law 600 was submitted to the qualified
voters of Puerto Rico in a referendum held on June 4, 1951 after months of
intensive debate. The Law was accepted by the people of Puerto Rico by'a vote of
387,016 to 119,169. Sixty-five percent of the eligible voters participated
in the referendum. In this_as in all elections in Puerto Rico, all citizens'
of at least 21 years of asge, male or female; without property or literacy
requirements, were entitled to vote.
After acceptance of Law 600, a Constitutional Convention was elected on
“August 27, 1951 in an election where all the qualified voters had the right to
participate. The Convention met at San Juan on September 17, 1951 and
proceeded to draft s Constitution. On February 6, 1952 it approved the '
Congtitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico which it had drafted, by a
vote of 88 to 3. 'On March 3, 1952 the qualified voters of Puerto Rico again
went to the polls to express approval or disapprovael of the Constitution’
drafted by the Convention. The Constitution was retified in this referendum by
a vote of 373,594 in favor of approval and 82,877 agelnst approval.
Pursuant to the provisions of the Compact, the Congress of the United States
on July 3, 1952 approved the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
On July 11, 1952 the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico by resolution
accepted amendments proposed by the Congress andvtogk the fingl step in
ratifying the Constitution of the Commonwealth, The Commonwealth wag duly
installed on July 25, 1952 and the flag'of'Puerto Rico weas raised beside the
flag of the United States.

' The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, therefore, represents the government that
the people of Puerto Rico have freely adopted. It reflects our own déoiSion as
to the type of institutions and the kind of relationship to the United States
which we desire, There can be no doubt that in the full sense of the term,
in form as well as in fact, the pepple of Puerto Rico are now self-governing.

‘We have chosen our institutibns and reletionship with the United States. We

.-"";’{ !
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have determined the nature and distribution of the powers of government. We

heve cregted our own Constitution under which we established our own government,
the néture of which is described in Article I, ®=aticn 2 of the Constitution as
follows:
"The government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be

republican in form and its legislative, judicial and executive branches

as established by this Constitution shall be equally subordinate to the

sovereignty of the people of Puerto Rico."
Under this Constitution, of course, all of our officials are either elected
by the people or are appointed by officials whom we elect. The legislative
power of the Commonwealth under the cowpact and the Constitution essentially
parallels that of the state governments. The laws enacted by the Governuent
of the Commonwealth pursuaent to the compact cannot be repealed or modified by
external authority, and their effect and validity are subject to adjudication by
the courts. Our status and the terms of our association with the United States
cannot be changed without our full consent. | .

The people of Puerto Rico are firm supporters of the United Nétions, and
" this great orgsnization mey confidently rely upon us for a continuation of that
good will. The Government ¢! the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico will be ready at
all times to cobperate with the ‘dnived States in seeking to advaﬁce the purposes
and principles of the United Netions. |
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