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Foreword

As we embark on a path to recover from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, the socioeconomic
impacts of the crisis remain fresh and linger. The roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines is offering a glimmer of hope to
the people of the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. We continue to step up our efforts to support member States in
keeping the momentum and accelerating progress towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, while mitigating pandemic-induced crises.

In 2022, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) will celebrate its seventy-
fifth anniversary. ESCAP remains committed to serving member States in helping them to recover from the
COVID-19 pandemic through strengthening regional cooperation in 2022. We will focus on a number of areas for
regional cooperation: ensuring economic recovery, protecting people, restoring and building resilience in supply
chain connectivity, and protecting and restoring ecosystems. With our enhanced action to address climate change,
ESCAP will scale up opportunities for accelerating the transition to renewable energy, building resilience to natural
disasters and forging a science, innovation and technology-based response, along with mainstreaming data and
statistics across the programme of work.

ESCAP is committed to ensuring meaningful delivery of services in a comprehensive and effective manner.
Our focus has been to strengthen coordination within the United Nations system through the regional collaborative
platform by leveraging the available expertise and resources for a sustainable recovery. I am confident that our
active engagement with regional organizations and subregional cooperation frameworks will further foster
synergies across areas for regional cooperation. We have strengthened effective policy advisory services to member
States through the United Nations resident coordinators, United Nations country teams and the work of the issue-
based coalitions.

Going forward, we will focus on the modernization of business processes by enabling internal management
to deliver better, while taking concrete action for gender mainstreaming and disability inclusion. With the
establishment of road maps for innovation, data and digital strategies, ESCAP is implementing changes in internal
management practices to improve delivery continuously for intergovernmental mandates, evidence-based research
and analysis, and capacity-building programmes and activities. By harnessing agility and alignment across
programmes, ESCAP is well placed to meet the aspirations of “We the Peoples” in Asia and the Pacific.

(Signed) Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana
Executive Secretary, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
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Proposed programme plan for 2022 and programme performance
for 2020

Overall orientation

Mandates and background

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the regional
intergovernmental platform and development arm of the United Nations and is responsible for
assisting its members and associate members in integrating the three dimensions of sustainable
development. Its research, intergovernmental and capacity-building functions support members in
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through nine subprogrammes.
The mandate derives from the priorities established in relevant resolutions and decisions of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, including Council resolution 37 (IV), by
which ESCAP was established. The conference structure of the Commission is reviewed periodically
and was most recently aligned with the requirements of the 2030 Agenda through Council resolution
2015/30 and ESCAP resolution 73/1. ESCAP will conduct a review of the conference structure. The
review will be presented at the seventy-ecighth session of the Commission, in 2022, for its
consideration and decision.

The multisectoral expertise of ESCAP and its balanced integration of the economic, social and
environmental pillars of sustainable development across its programme has been of increasing relevance
in responding to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. In 2020, ESCAP has focused on
assessing the development impact of that health crisis and reorienting its support for member States
where it was most needed. At its seventy-sixth session, the Commission endorsed resolution 76/2, by
which the importance of international and regional cooperation to strengthen resilience of member
States to the socioeconomic effects of pandemics and other related crises was reaffirmed.

The support of ESCAP for its member States in response to and in recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic is grouped into four priority action areas for regional cooperation: ensuring economic
recovery; protecting people; restoring and building resilience in supply chain connectivity; and
protecting and restoring ecosystems. The member States have identified “Building back better from
crises through regional cooperation in Asia and the Pacific” as the theme of the seventy-seventh
session of the Commission, and ESCAP is in the process of preparing the a study on the theme of
regional cooperation, including in these action areas. Data and statistics and science, technology and
innovation remain key means of implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the COVID-19 recovery
efforts in the region.

ESCAP support is aimed at providing analysis and policy options and developing the capacity of
Governments to formulate and implement policies for sustainable development while building back
better from the COVID-19 pandemic and effectively addressing the challenge of climate change.
Such support is also provided through the implementation of projects under the regular programme
of technical cooperation and the United Nations Development Account.

Strategy and external factors for 2022

The year 2022 will mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of ESCAP, the most inclusive
intergovernmental platform in Asia and the Pacific. In 2022, the focus of ESCAP will be on
supporting member States in their COVID-19 pandemic recovery efforts while ensuring that the
progress made to date in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals is not only maintained, but also taken forward. Asia-Pacific member
States reaffirmed their commitment to accelerating the achievement of the Goals, notwithstanding
the pandemic, at the Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, where they
emphasized the importance of multilateralism, the removal of systemic barriers, investing in
institutions, engaging the private sector and coherent policymaking to deliver on the decade of action
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for the Goals. Given the added strain of the pandemic-induced economic contraction on sustainable
development in the region, ESCAP will focus efforts on planning and delivering in partnership with
United Nations development system entities and development banks at the regional and national
levels. ESCAP will continue to enable opportunities to generate innovative policies for integrated,
inclusive and sustainable development and to build consensus on norms and agreements to address
shared challenges. ESCAP will also create opportunities for regional dialogue and cooperation in all
four priority areas for recovery, with an emphasis on transboundary issues such as connectivity and
ecosystems, through intergovernmental meetings scheduled to be held in 2022. It will also focus on
building the capacities of member States to respond to the challenge posed by climate change.

The COVID-19 pandemic notwithstanding, ESCAP will strive to support its member States in
accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda through its three core functions, namely,
research and analysis, intergovernmental consensus-building and norm-setting, and capacity
development. In this effort, ESCAP will be guided by the relevant General Assembly resolutions,
including its resolution 74/4, in which the Assembly endorsed “Gearing up for a decade of action
and delivery for sustainable development: political declaration of the Sustainable Development
Goals Summit”. At the regional level, the regional road map for implementing the 2030 Agenda in
Asia and the Pacific, endorsed by the Commission in its resolution 73/9, is the reference framework.

Guided by the priorities identified in global and regional frameworks and by needs and requests for
support in implementing those frameworks at the national level, technical assistance will be provided
to member States, especially those in special situations comprising least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and other countries, in such areas
as macroeconomic policy and financing for development, sustainable infrastructure connectivity and
trade facilitation, technology, management of natural resources, sustainable urban development,
disaster risk reduction and resilience, social development, statistics and energy. In this period of
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, supporting member States in bridging the digital divide,
which has accentuated inequalities within and across countries, and in making full use of technology
and innovation to advance sustainable development will be of specific focus. ESCAP will continue
to provide diagnostic tools and policy support to advance economic recovery efforts in the region
not limited in vision to short-term economic growth gains but rather aimed at the long-term economic
transformation required pursuant to the 2030 Agenda. Through its cross-cutting subprogramme on
subregional activities for development, the programme will strive to ensure that the Commission’s
work in individual sectors and with member States is in line with the regionally agreed priorities,
including regional cooperation, in particular on transboundary issues. The programme will further
strive to ensure that those priorities lead to concrete subregional and regional outcomes and that
regional outcomes feed into national sustainable development efforts. In that endeavour, the
programme will coordinate closely with resident coordinators and United Nations country teams.

ESCAP, together with a broad range of partners, including its member States, other United Nations
development system entities, other international organizations, the private sector and civil society,
supports the follow-up on and review of the 2030 Agenda. Support provided by ESCAP to its member
States in the follow-up on and review of the 2030 Agenda at the regional and global levels will
continue to rely on analytical, intergovernmental and capacity-building work. Through its activities,
ESCAP supported 10 countries in Asia and the Pacific in the preparation of voluntary national
reviews submitted in 2020 at the high-level political forum on sustainable development. In 2022,
ESCAP and its partners will continue to: (a) convene the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable
Development as an annual, inclusive intergovernmental forum, which provides space for multi-
stakeholder engagement for follow-up and review in the region, to discuss regional priorities and
needs for achieving sustainable development; (b) prepare annual progress reports on the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals and develop policy recommendations to accelerate progress
in achieving the Goals in the region; and (c) support peer learning and strengthen the capacity of
member States with regard to voluntary national review planning, policy coherence, stakeholder
engagement and data and statistics.
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For 2022, the planned deliverables and activities of ESCAP reflect the likely ongoing challenges
related to COVID-19 that are being faced by member States. Such planned deliverables and activities
include helping member States to support their populations, in particular individuals and groups in
vulnerable situations, through, for example, ongoing impact assessments and monitoring of policies
and measures affecting trade and transport in the region and building the resilience of institutions
and regional frameworks to further crises, including pandemics such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
through regional cooperation. Specific examples of such planned deliverables and activities are
provided under subprogrammes 2, 3 and 5. The support provided to member States on issues related
to COVID-19 is expected to contribute to planned results in 2022, as described under all
subprogrammes and components of ESCAP.

With regard to cooperation with other entities at the global, regional national and local levels,
ESCAP will continue to deliver on the United Nations framework for the immediate socioeconomic
response to COVID-19, in addition to ongoing collaboration in various areas such as gender equality
and the empowerment of women and girls, social protection, financing for development, road safety
and migration. Strengthening engagement with regional and subregional organizations and
development partners is a strategic approach for ESCAP in implementing its programme and for
promoting and facilitating South-South cooperation, triangular cooperation and regional
partnerships. Indeed, the objective of each component under subprogramme 8 is to strengthen
regional cooperation, in particular on transboundary issues, in line with the subregional priorities.
Sustainable connectivity and resilient and inclusive societies are priorities common to various
ESCAP subregions. More concretely, the work of ESCAP at the subregional level, with substantive
support from sectoral subprogrammes, has, for example, facilitated the adoption of the 2021-2025
workplan of the North-East Asia Clean Air Partnership and the development and the implementation
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Comprehensive Recovery Framework, as
depicted in the frameworks of components 2 and 5 of subprogramme 8, respectively.

With regard to inter-agency coordination and liaison, the United Nations development system
entities in Asia-Pacific, in line with the reform proposals, have begun the transition to work within
the framework of the regional collaborative platform, to which ESCAP, the Regional Bureau for Asia
and the Pacific of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Development
Coordination Office regional office for Asia and the Pacific provide secretariat support. ESCAP
substantive divisions collaborate in supporting issue-based coalitions established pursuant to the
regional collaborative platform. ESCAP is co-leading the coalition on climate change mitigation
with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), where ESCAP expertise, across various
subprogrammes and geared to support the accelerated achievement of Sustainable Development
Goals 7 and 13, the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the building of social, economic and
environmental resilience to the impact of climate change, is of specific relevance. Furthermore, the
“Sustainable Development Goals help desk” knowledge management hub, co-led by ESCAP and the
Development Coordination Office regional office for Asia and the Pacific, serves as the main
platform for sharing policy expertise and providing rapid response to needs of countries, as well as
of United Nations country teams, to accelerate implementation of the 2030 Agenda. This close
collaboration among the United Nations development system entities in the region will continue to
gain strength into 2022 and beyond.

With regard to the external factors, the overall plan for 2022 is based on the following planning
assumptions:

(a) COVID-19 pandemic recovery policies are in line with the 2030 Agenda;

(b) National Governments maintain and strengthen their commitment to the Commission as the
principal platform in the region for leveraging regional cooperation to meet transboundary and
common challenges, such as the recovery from the effects of the pandemic;

(c) Extrabudgetary funding for technical cooperation continues to be available.

With regard to the COVID-19 pandemic, the programme plan is based on the assumption that the
proposed deliverables and activities for 2022 will be feasible to implement. However, if the
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pandemic were to continue to have an impact on the planned deliverables and activities, these would
be adjusted during 2022 within the scope of the overall objectives, strategies and mandates. Any
such adjustments would be reported as part of the programme performance information.

ESCAP integrates a gender perspective in its operational activities, deliverables and results, as
appropriate. For example, gender is a thematic area for subprogrammes 6 and 7. In the 2022
programme plan, the contributions of subprogrammes 2, 4 and 5 and all components of
subprogramme 8 to women’s economic empowerment and gender equality are set out in their
frameworks. The delivery of results on gender-related Sustainable Development Goals and the
mainstreaming of gender into the programme will be guided by the ESCAP gender equality policy
and an implementation plan (2019-2023).

With regard to disability inclusion, ESCAP is promoting it through a twin-track approach in line
with the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy and the ESCAP disability inclusion policy and
implementation plan. In the 2022 programme plan, subprogramme 6 and component 1 of
subprogramme 8 cover disability-specific interventions to protect and empower persons with
disability and, ultimately, to build disability-inclusive societies. Subprogramme 6 is also intended to
address intersectional discrimination based on gender and disability.

Beyond substantive advancements, ESCAP has taken steps towards modernizing work processes and
digital transformation to serve member States in a more agile way. Its significant progress in
innovation, data and digital capacities over the past two years is also evidenced by the results of a
survey conducted by the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination. Guided
by the data strategy of the Secretary-General, ESCAP promotes data-driven management, for
example, through the use of dashboards to facilitate consolidated programme monitoring and
decision-making by senior management. This transformation was expedited by the pandemic and the
use of virtual modalities for programme delivery.

Programme performance in 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on programme delivery

During 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had an impact on the planned deliverables and activities of
ESCAP in four major ways: (a) the changing of deliverables in terms of design and modality; (b) the
postponement of planned deliverables; (c) the repurposing of activities with a COVID-19 response
component, when possible; and (d) the introduction of additional deliverables. The first type of
impact refers to the organization of intergovernmental meetings, expert group meetings and
seminars, workshops and training events virtually or through a hybrid modality. This included the
Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, the seventy-sixth session of the
Commission and five Committee sessions. In many cases, the number of sessions was reduced, given
time zone conflicts and limits to keeping participants engaged in a virtual setting over long hours.
These reductions are reflected in the deliverable tables throughout the present programme plan.
Secondly, on the basis of member States’ requests, the second Ministerial Conference on Civil
Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific and the Asia-Pacific Regional Review of
Implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration were postponed to
2021. Thirdly, the analytical products, intergovernmental meetings and project activities were
repurposed to incorporate COVID-19 impact assessments and mitigation or recovery measures. For
example, the 2020 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific incorporated an assessment
of the economic impact of the pandemic and discussed fiscal policy measures to mitigate the impact.
Specific examples of such an impact are provided under all subprogrammes. With respect to the third
type of impact, the postponement of planned deliverables and activities also had an effect on the
expected results for 2020, as described in the programme performance under components 1 and 2 of
subprogramme 8.

At the same time, however, some planned deliverables and new activities were identified during
2020, within the overall scope of the subprogramme objectives, in order to support member States
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on issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Those new activities included expert group meetings,
seminars and technical materials. Specific examples of new activities are provided under all
subprogrammes. The new deliverables and activities contributed to results in 2020, as described in
the programme performance under subprogrammes 1, 2, 3 and 7 and components 4 and 5 of
subprogramme 8.

Reflecting the importance of continuous improvement and responding to the evolving needs of
member States, the programme will mainstream lessons learned and best practices related to the
adjustments to and adaptation of its programme owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. Specific
examples of good practices include the scaling up of e-learning activities and the organization of
hybrid meetings to allow for the balanced representation of member States in intergovernmental
deliberations. For 2022, the programme will continue to target opportunities to maximize
participation through virtual modalities while safeguarding the benefits of in-person engagement for
specific activities.

Legislative mandates

The list below provides all mandates entrusted to the programme.

General Assembly resolutions

61/16

66/288
67/10

68/1

69/15

69/137

69/277

69/283

69/288

69/313

70/1

70/192

70/294

8/150

Strengthening of the Economic and Social 70/299 Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda
Council for Sustainable Development at the global
The future we want level

71/243 Quadrennial comprehensive policy review

Cooperation between the United Nations

and the Eurasian Economic Community of operational activities for development of

the United Nations system
Review of the implementation of General

Assembly resolution 61/16 on the 71/312 Our ocean, our future: call for action
strengthening of the Economic and Social 71/321 Enhancing the participation of indigenous
Council peoples’ representatives and institutions in
SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action me;tings of releyant United Nations bodies
(SAMOA) Pathway on issues affecting them

72/279 Repositioning of the United Nations

Programme of Action for Landlocked

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014— development system in the context of the

2024 quadrennial comprehensive policy review
of operational activities for development of
Political declaration on strengthening the United Nations system

cooperation between the United Nations

and regional and subregional organizations 73/133 Graduation of countries from the least

developed country category
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Reduction 2015-2030 73/254 Towards global partnerships: a principle-
based approach to enhanced cooperation

Comprehensive review of United Nations between the United Nations and all relevant

system support for small island developing partners

States 73/330 Cooperation between the United Nations

Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third and the Economic Cooperation Organization

International Conference on Financing for

Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) 73/332 Cooperation between the United Nations

and the Pacific Islands Forum
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda

for Sustainable Development 73/334 Cooperation between the U.nited Nati.ons.
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Follow-up to the International Conference . . .
on Financing for Development 74/3 P011t1.ca1 declar.atlon of the hlgh—le.vel
meeting to review progress made in
Political Declaration of the Comprehensive addressing the priorities of small island
High-level Midterm Review of the developing States through the
Implementation of the Istanbul Programme implementation of the SIDS Accelerated
of Action for the Least Developed Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway
Countries for the Decade 2011-2020
21-04420
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74/4 Political declaration of the high-level 74/307 United response against global health
political forum on sustainable development threats: combating COVID-19
X)nvenbeld under the auspices of the General 75/15 Cooperation between the United Nations

ssembly and the Association of Southeast Asian

74/15 Political Declaration of the High-level Nations
I\gldt?rm Review on the Ifmple.mer;tatlon of 75/16 Cooperation between the United Nations
the Vienna Programme 0 ACUO? or and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
Landlocked Developing Countries for the
Decade 2014-2024 75/90 The situation in Afghanistan

74/120 Promoting social integration through social 75/154 Inclusive development for and with persons
inclusion with disabilities

74/215 Agricultural technology for sustainable 75/168 Rights of indigenous peoples
development 75/175 Human rights and extreme poverty

74/216 Implementation of Agenda 21, the 75/182 The right to development
Programme for the Further Implementation . . .
of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the 75/213 Promotllng sustainable conspmptlon and‘
World Summit on Sustainable Development production patterns for the 1mplementat10n
and of the United Nations Conference on of the 2030 Agenf:la .for Sustainable
Sustainable Development Development, building on Agenda 21

74/228 Role of the United Nations in promoting 751215 iollorv-up Iiol\e;[n(jiirlpplem?n;atif)n OfStva[S(;iS
development in the context of globalization ccelerate oda 1t1e§ o ction ( )
and interdependence Pathway and the Mauritius Strategy for the

Further Implementation of the Programme

74/233 Follow-up to the second United Nations of Action for the Sustainable Development
Conference on Landlocked Developing of Small Island Developing States
Countries . .

) 75/227 Follow-up to the Fourth United Nations

74/235 Women in development Conference on the Least Developed

74/238 Operational activities for development of Countries
the United Nations system 75/228 Follow-up to the second United Nations

74/253 Enhancing accessibility for persons with Confer;nce on Landlocked Developing
disabilities to conferences and meetings of Countries
the United Nations system 75/230 Implementation of the Third United Nations

74/270 Global solidarity to fight the coronavirus Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
disease 2019 (COVID-19) (2018-2027)

74/297 Progress in the implementation of General 75/233 Quadrennial comprehensive policy review
Assembly resolution 71/243 on the of operational activities for development of
quadrennial comprehensive policy review the United Nations system
of operational activities for development of 75/234 South-South Cooperation
the United Nations system

74/306 Comprehensive and coordinated response to 751235 Agr{cylture development, food security and
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) nutrition
pandemic 75/239 Oceans and the law of the sea

Economic and Social Council resolutions

37 (1V) Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 2015/30 Restructuring the conference structure of
East the Economic and Social Commission for

1895 (LVII) Change of name of the “Economic Asia e.md the Pacific to be it for the
Commission for Asia and the Far East” to evolving post-2015 development agenda
“Economic and Social Commission for Asia 2016/11 Committing to the effective implementation
and the Pacific” of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

1998/46 Further measures for the restructuring and Development in Asia and the Pacific
revitalization of the United Nations in the 2018/5 Strategies for eradicating poverty to
economic, social and related fields achieve sustainable development for all

2014/11 Follow-up to the International Conference 2019/6 Addressing inequalities and challenges to
on Financing for Development social inclusion through fiscal, wage and

social protection policies
2019/8 Report of the Committee for Development
Policy on its twenty-first session
21-04420 9/150


https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/4
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/15
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/120
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/215
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/216
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/228
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/233
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/235
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/238
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/253
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/270
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/297
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/243
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/306
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/307
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/15
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/16
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/90
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/154
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/168
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/175
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/182
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/213
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/215
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/227
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/228
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/230
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/233
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/234
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/235
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/239
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/37(IV)
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/1895%20(LVII)
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2014/11
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2015/30
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2016/11
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2018/5
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2019/6
https://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2019/8

Part VvV Regional cooperation for development
2019/27 Support to Non-Self-Governing Territories 2020/16 Programme of Action for the Least
by the specialized agencies and Developed Countries for the Decade 2011—
international institutions associated with the 2020
United Nations 2020/23 Progress in the implementation of General
2020/5 Strengthening coordination of the statistical Assembly resolution 71/243 on the
programmes in the United Nations system quadrennial comprehensive policy review
2020/9 Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all of operational activities for development of

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific resolutions

66/1
66/9

66/15

67/14

68/8

68/9

69/3

70/1

70/10

71/2

71/3

71/4

72/6
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policies and programmes in the United
Nations system

Incheon Declaration

Full and effective implementation of the
Beijing Platform for Action and its regional
and global outcomes in the Asia-Pacific
region

Strengthening of the evaluation function of
the secretariat of the Commission

Cooperation between the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
and other United Nations and regional and
subregional organizations serving Asia and
the Pacific

Enhancing coordination within the United
Nations system and cooperation with
regional organizations for promoting
regional development

Terms of reference of the Advisory
Committee of Permanent Representatives
and Other Representatives Designated by
Members of the Commission

Achieving the Millennium Development
Goals in Asia and the Pacific: Bangkok
Declaration of the Asia-Pacific Least
Developed Countries, Landlocked
Developing Countries and Small Island
Developing States on the Development
Agenda beyond 2015

Implementation of the Bangkok Declaration
on Regional Economic Cooperation and
Integration in Asia and the Pacific

Implementation of the Bangkok Declaration
of the Asia-Pacific region on the United
Nations Development Agenda beyond 2015

Implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 2011-2020 in Asia and the
Pacific

Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the
Decade 2014-2024

Implementation of the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway

Committing to the effective implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in Asia and the Pacific

72/8

73/1

73/2

73/9

74/1

74/10

75/1

75/2

75/3

76/1

76/2

the United Nations system

Fostering regional cooperation and
partnerships to respond to the climate
change challenge in the Asia-Pacific region

A conference structure of the Commission
aligned with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

Strengthening the regional mechanism for
the implementation of the Vienna
Programme of Action for Landlocked
Developing Countries for the Decade 2014—
2024

Regional road map for implementing the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
in Asia and the Pacific

Supporting the smooth transition of the
least developed countries in Asia and the
Pacific towards a sustainable graduation

Implementation of the Ministerial
Declaration on Enhancing Regional
Economic Cooperation and Integration to
Support the Implementation of the 2030
Agenda in Asia and the Pacific

Implementation of the outcome of the Euro-
Asian Regional Midterm Review of the
Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the
Decade 2014-2024

Committing to strengthening the links
between national, regional and global
follow-up to and review of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development in
Asia and the Pacific

Advancing partnerships within and across
regions for the sustainable development of
Asia and the Pacific

Strengthening cooperation to promote the
conservation and sustainable use of the
oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific

Regional cooperation to address the
socioeconomic effects of pandemics and
crises in Asia and the Pacific
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Deliverables
19.21 Table 19.1 lists all cross-cutting deliverables, by category and subcategory, for the period 2020-2022.

Table 19.1
Cross-cutting deliverables for the period 2020-2022, by category and subcategory

2020 2020 2021 2022
Category and subcategory planned  actual — planned  planned
A. Facilitation of the intergovernmental process and expert bodies
Parliamentary documentation (number of documents) 2 19 2 11
1. Reports for ESCAP 1 9 1 5
2. Reports for the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development 1 10 1 6
Substantive services for meetings (number of three-hour meetings) 23 15 34 34
3. Meetings of the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development 6 2 6 6
4. Meetings of the Commission 10 2 10 10
5. Meetings of the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and Other
Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission - 6 6 6
6. Expert group meetings on the Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development
Report 4 - - -
7. Expert group meetings on the programme of action for least developed countries - - 3 3
8. Expert group meetings on the programme of action for landlocked developing countries - - 3 -
9. Expert group meetings on the programme of action for small island developing States - - 3 -
10. Meetings of the Committee for Programme and Coordination 1 1 1 1
11. Meetings of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 1 1 1 1
12. Meetings of the Fifth Committee 1 1 1 1
13. Meetings of the regional collaborative platform - 2 - 6
B. Generation and transfer of knowledge
Field and technical cooperation projects (number of projects) - 1 1 1
14. Capacity-building projects on selected issues pertinent to the sustainable development
of least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island
developing States - 1 1 1
Seminars, workshops and training events (number of days) 3 2 7 6
15. Subregional workshops on priorities of the programmes of action for least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States 2 - 4 3
16. Policy dialogues based on the Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development
Report 1 2 3 3
Publications (number of publications) 4 4 3 5
17. ESCAP theme study 1 1 1 1
18. Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 1 1 1 1
19. Publications on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 2 2 1 1
20. Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Journal - - - 2
Technical materials (number of materials) 3 5 4 4
21. Documents on issues relevant to Asia-Pacific least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries and small island developing States 3 5 4 4

C. Substantive deliverables

Databases and substantive digital materials: Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Goal partnership data portal; and
substantive blog posts for the ESCAP website for regional and global access.
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2020 2020 2021 2022
Category and subcategory planned actual  planned  planned

D. Communication deliverables

Outreach programmes, special events and information materials: observance of United Nations international days, including
United Nations Day; press conferences/press briefing and press interviews for major publications and events; and outreach
activities upon demand for the general public, including for academic organizations for approximately 300 participants.

External and media relations: press releases and op-ed articles on the work and activities of ESCAP.

Digital platforms and multimedia content: Sustainable Development Goals help desk accessed by government officials and
technical experts; knowledge platform to support least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island
developing States in Asia and the Pacific in implementing their relevant programmes of action; multimedia promotional content,
including videos and educational materials for major publications and events; and inputs for ESCAP social media platforms.

Evaluation activities

19.22 The following self-evaluations completed in 2020 have guided the proposed programme plan for
2022:

(a) Self-evaluation on the North-East Asian Subregional Programme for Environmental Cooperation;

(b) Self-evaluation on the Asia and Pacific Training Centre for Information and Communication
Technology for Development.

19.23  The findings of the self-evaluations referenced above have been taken into account for the proposed
programme plan for 2022. For example, the self-evaluation on the North-East Asian Subregional
Programme for Environmental Cooperation recommended reviewing the charter of the Subregional
Programme and setting a relevant long-term vision, mission and goals, which was reflected in the
strategy and result 1 of component 2 in the present report. With respect to the Asia and Pacific
Training Centre for Information and Communication Technology for Development, the
recommendations were the designing of a medium-term strategy in line with the digital era and the
inclusion of advisory services to member States in the area of information and communications
technology (ICT) for development in the Training Centre’s workplan, in addition to its training
programmes. These recommendations have been reflected in the strategy and the deliverables of
subprogramme 5.

19.24  The following self-evaluations are planned for 2022:

(a) Self-evaluation on the Asia-Pacific Plan of Action on Space Applications for Sustainable
Development (2018—2030);

(b) Self-evaluation on the subprogramme on environment and development subprogramme.

Programme of work

Subprogramme 1
Macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for development

Objective

19.25 The objective, to which this subprogramme contributes, is to strengthen the capacity of member
States to achieve stable, inclusive and sustainable economic development in Asia and the Pacific.
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19.26

19.27

19.28

19.29

19.30

19.31

19.32

Strategy

To contribute to the objective, the subprogramme will continue to focus on promoting a more
balanced and multidimensional development approach, beyond the primary focus on economic
growth, and help member States to transform their economies in a manner that is consistent with the
aspirations of the 2030 Agenda. The subprogramme will pay specific attention to the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and other systemic and persistent development challenges, such as climate
change, which aggravate existing vulnerabilities, including poverty, inequality and environmental
degradation. If not addressed, these challenges may reverse development progress achieved to date
in the Asia-Pacific region, in particular in the most vulnerable countries. Therefore, it is necessary
to build adequate resilience and support economic transition towards sustainable development in the
post-COVID-19 era. Such a transition requires holistic policy considerations and coordinated action
on three fronts: economic stability and resilience; inclusiveness; and sustainability.

The subprogramme will advance policies and potential pathways for such an economic transition
towards sustainable development through research and knowledge products, capacity-building and
technical assistance, and advocacy and intergovernmental coordination. On the research front, the
subprogramme will build on its ongoing work, including the Economic and Social Survey of Asia
and the Pacific, the Financing for Development in Asia and the Pacific series, policy papers and
other research products, to help member States to mainstream the Sustainable Development Goals
into economic policymaking. Using its ongoing and original analytical work, the subprogramme will
also provide substantive input to global processes and publications coordinated by the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) and others, especially with regard to financing for development and the United Nations
socioeconomic response framework to the COVID-19 pandemic. The subprogramme will also
continue to support the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework processes,
as and when needed.

The subprogramme will further strengthen the links between its research and its capacity -building
work to support the development of national economic policies and financing strategies that support
the transition of economies towards sustainable development and help them to build resilience to
shocks such as the COVID-19 pandemic, in cooperation with United Nations country teams, where
possible. It will also support regional cooperation platforms and expand expert networks, such as the
Infrastructure Financing and Public-Private Partnership Network of Asia and the Pacific, for
effective knowledge dissemination and peer learning.

The subprogramme will continue to support its main intergovernmental platform, the Committee on
Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and Financing for Development, to facilitate discussion
with member States on economic policies and financing issues that are expected to help the envisaged
economic transition. It will also leverage other existing platforms, such as the annual sessions of the
Commission and the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, for this purpose.

Across these three lines of its work, the subprogramme will contribute to and seek synergy in
achieving Sustainable Development Goals 1, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 17. Furthermore, the subprogramme
will build on its existing and extensive cooperation with multilateral organizations and Asia-Pacific
think tanks to advance its work highlighted above. It will also strengthen its cooperation with
specialized agencies for policy advice and capacity-building, with a focus on transformative
economic policies and financing for development strategies. Expected main partners for 2022
include, but are not limited to, ASEAN, the Global Green Growth Institute and the Astana
International Financial Centre.

The subprogramme plans to support member States on issues related to COVID-19 by focusing on
macroeconomic and financing for development policies that promote economic transformation
towards sustainable development and more resilient economies.

The above-mentioned work is expected to result in:

(a) An improved understanding of the impact of economic policies on sustainable development;
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19.33

19.34

19.35

19.36

19.37

19.38

19.39

(b) Enhanced capacity of policymakers to mainstream and align economic policies and financing
strategies with sustainable development objectives;

(c) A greater ability of the member States to mobilize and allocate financial resources for
sustainable development.

The planned support on issues related to COVID-19 is expected to result in the advancement and
greater scope of economic recovery measures that integrate sustainable development and more
resilient economies.

Programme performance in 2020

Programme performance in 2020 includes the below result that emerged during 2020, as well as
programme performance presented under results 1 and 2 below.

Better-informed policymaking by member States in response to the COVID-19 pandemic

As aresult of the COVID-19 pandemic, the region is expected to face its deepest economic slowdown
since at least the 1970s, along with significant job losses and an increase in poverty. To mitigate the
impact of the pandemic and rebuild the economy towards greater resilience and sustainability,
adequate, timely and well-targeted economic policies, in particular macroeconomic stimulus
packages, are urgently needed. In this vein, it was crucial for policymakers to keep track of the
rapidly evolving pandemic and policy developments in the region to perform quick yet systematic
analyses of potential policy interventions.

The subprogramme supported Asia-Pacific policymakers on those two fronts by developing an online
tracker® of policy responses to COVID-19 and a hands-on and applied Excel-based model?® for
COVID-19 impact and policy assessment. The online tracker is a comprehensive stocktaking and
data visualization tool to keep policymakers updated on the pandemic situation and containment
measures and to provide them with a detailed breakdown of economic stimulus and related trade,
transport, social protection and statistics policy responses in the ESCAP region, and was developed
with support and input from other subprogrammes.

The Excel-based assessment model is also supported through the regional programme on technical
cooperation and comprises three main deliverables: (a) the Excel-based model, to assess the impact
of COVID-19 and inform policy responses; (b) a user manual on how to use the model in different
country contexts; and (c¢) an open webinar, to introduce the model to policymakers and experts.

The subprogramme’s broad engagement with and substantive contributions to the United Nations
system-wide processes and initiatives in response to the COVID-19 crisis also contributed to making
countries better equipped to assess the impact of economic recovery policies on sustainable
development. This included the provision of analytical materials, support for global meetings and
the organization of a regional conversation as part of the Initiative on Financing for Development in
the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond.

Progress towards the attainment of the objective, and performance measure

The above-mentioned work contributed to the objective, as demonstrated by policymakers from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Georgia, India, Kazakhstan, the
Philippines, Samoa, Timor-Leste and Tonga stating that they would use the tool in policymaking or
research work. In total, 138 government policymakers from 24 Asia-Pacific countries attended the
introductory webinar on the subprogramme’s Excel model to assess the impact of COVID-19 and
design policy responses (see table 19.2).

! Available at www.unescap.org/covid19/policy-responses.
2 Available at www.unescap.org/resources/assessing-impact-covid-19-asia-and-pacific-and-designing-policy-
responses-excel-based.
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Table 19.2

Performance measure

2018 (actual)

2019 (actual) 2020 (actual)

- Policymakers from 10 countries
reported that they would use the
COVID-19 impact and assessment
tool and/or knowledge products to
inform their policymaking in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic

19.40

19.41

19.42

19.43

19.44

19.45

Planned results for 2022

The planned results for 2022 include results 1 and 2, which are updates of results presented in the
preceding proposed programme plans and therefore show both the programme performance in 2020
and the proposed programme plan for 2022. Result 3 is a new planned result.

Result 1: enhanced understanding of financing needs and strategies for the implementation
of the Sustainable Development Goals®

Programme performance in 2020

The subprogramme collaborated with Samoa in the area of micro-, small and medium-sized
enterprise financing and supported the Samoa Business Hub initiative with multiple research pieces.
Samoa has since taken steps, in late 2019 and into 2020, to strengthen the Hub and related public
support for such financing.

The subprogramme also organized an Asia-Pacific conference on financing for inclusive and
sustainable development in December 2019 with follow-up support to member States in 2020. That
event and the follow-up on various topics provided a knowledge exchange platform for 27
participating ESCAP member States on their new financing for development policy initiatives. In
particular, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Indonesia, Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka shared their
concrete policy actions on various fronts at the event.

The above-mentioned work contributed to new initiatives by seven member States designing and
implementing financing strategies to bridge financing gaps for the implementation of the 2030
Agenda, which exceeded the target of five member States reflected in the proposed programme
budget for 2020.

Proposed programme plan for 2022

The subprogramme will continue the work related to the planned result, in line with its mandate. To
continue further progress towards the objective, the subprogramme will provide targeted capacity
support to member States on financing for development strategies and policies, with the overarching
aim of better aligning financial resource allocation with sustainable development priorities through
both financial market development and necessary public sector guidance and support in the process.

In particular, the subprogramme will continue to focus on thematic issues such as infrastructure
financing, capital market development, inclusive financial services and climate financing, through
its research products, seminars and training sessions and its support for regional financing for
development networks. The expected progress is presented in the performance measure below (see
table 19.3).
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Table 19.3

Performance measure

2018 (actual)

2019 (actual)

2020 (actual)

2021 (planned)®

2022 (planned)

Large financing gaps,

especially in

countries with special

needs, to implement
the Sustainable
Development Goals

Enhanced
understanding of
financing needs and
strategies among
policymakers in
member States to
effectively pursue
the Sustainable
Development Goals

New initiatives by
seven member
States for designing
and implementing
financing strategies
to bridge financing
gaps for the
implementation of
the 2030 Agenda

New initiatives by
at least five
member States for
transforming their
economies
according to the
ambitions of the
2030 Agenda,
including but not
limited to financing

Three new
initiatives by
member States for
transforming their
economies
according to the
ambitions of the
2030 Agenda,
including but not
limited to financing

strategies strategies

“ To maintain accountability for initial programme plans, the 2021 target is carried forward from the programme budget for 2021
and reflects best estimates at that point in time before the COVID-19 pandemic. Programme performance for 2021 will be
reported in the proposed programme budget for 2023.

19.46

19.47

19.48

19.49

Result 2: Asia-Pacific countries take action to transform their economies for
sustainable development*

Programme performance in 2020

The subprogramme has proposed, in the 2020 edition of its flagship publication, the Economic and
Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific, an accelerated transition towards achieving Sustainable
Development Goal 12 (sustainable consumption and production), given its pivotal role for
sustainable development within planetary boundaries. Building on this work, the subprogramme
organized eight policy dialogues, in which policy makers and experts from Indonesia, Malaysia,
Pakistan, the Philippines and Thailand shared their most recent policy initiatives on the transition
towards sustainable development.

In parallel, the Excel-based model to assess the impact of COVID-19 and design policy responses
developed by the subprogramme also served the dual purpose of supporting analysis of economic
recovery policies towards sustainable development and COVID-19 impact assessment, as highlighted
in the result that emerged in 2020, above. Such policy analysis using the model has been conducted
for Afghanistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Samoa and Sri Lanka as part of the subprogramme’s
ongoing capacity-building work, supported also by the United Nations Development Account.

The above-mentioned work contributed to five member States being informed of the design of
economic policies and the implementation of financing strategies for the implementation of the 2030
Agenda, through knowledge products of the subprogramme and starting the process of designing
such policies and implementing such strategies for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, which
met the planned target, as reflected in the programme budget for 2021.

Proposed programme plan for 2022

The subprogramme will continue the work related to the planned result, in line with its mandate. To
contribute to further progress towards the objective, the subprogramme will, for example, evaluate
changes in financial system and regulations that help to channel investment towards the Sustainable
Development Goals and analyse the potential of fiscal policies and the reorientation of public
expenditure to support resilient, inclusive and sustainable development. The expected progress is
presented in the performance measure below (see table 19.4).

16/150

4 As reflected in the programme budget for 2021 (A/75/6/Add.1).

21-04420


https://undocs.org/en/A/75/6/Add.1

Section 19

Economic and social development in Asia and the Pacific

Table 19.4

Performance measure

2018 (actual)

2019 (actual)

2020 (actual)

2021 (planned)®

2022 (planned)

Increased awareness
of the adverse
implications of
pursuing growth-
centric development

approaches, and policy

options and financing

strategies to effectively

pursue the 2030
Agenda, as reflected
in the feedback from
participants in the
subprogramme’s

Enhanced
understanding of
financing needs and
strategies by
member States, as
demonstrated by

94 per cent of
participants
expressing their
ability to design and
implement policies

Five member States
commenced the
design of economic
policies and the
implementation of
financing strategies
for the
implementation of
the 2030 Agenda,
informed by
knowledge products

Policy action aimed
at transforming
their economies
according to the
ambitions of the
2030 Agenda,
informed by
knowledge products
prepared under the
subprogramme,
taken by at least

Three policy actions
by member States
aimed at
transforming their
economies
according to the
ambitions of the
2030 Agenda and
informed by
knowledge products
prepared by the

capacity-building

activities

concerning the 2030 prepared under the five member States  subprogramme
Agenda and subprogramme

financing for

development

“ To maintain accountability for initial programme plans, the 2021 target is carried forward from the programme budget for 2021
and reflects best estimates at that point in time before the COVID-19 pandemic. Programme performance for 2021 will be
reported in the proposed programme budget for 2023.
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19.50

19.51

Result 3: enhanced capacity of member States in designing policies and strategies for
resilient economies

Proposed programme plan for 2022

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent global economic crisis, the
subprogramme has laid the groundwork for strengthening the resilience of economic development
to non-economic shocks and the role of policies, in particular fiscal policy, in this regard. The
subprogramme has, in particular, conducted an analysis of the impact of the pandemic and of the
policy responses in the region, which will be published in the Economic and Social Survey of Asia
and the Pacific 2021, as well as in a series of planned policy briefs and working papers.

Lessons learned and planned change

The lesson for the subprogramme was that, given the research-oriented and macroeconomic focus of
its work, proving genuine linkages of its work with concrete policy action is a major challenge. This
is due mainly to the fact that macroeconomic policies by nature are comprehensive, take time to
form and implement and are often influenced by many factors simultaneously, thus rendering the
task of tracking and establishing linkages very difficult. In applying the lesson, the subprogramme
will strengthen efforts in results-tracking to collect more information on how its work was used by
member States and devote more resources to the development of ready-to-use policy manuals and
analytical tools to facilitate the translation of its research into action and, subsequently, to actual
changes. Building on the research undertaken in 2020 and planned for 2021, the subprogramme will
conduct timely and relevant policy analysis, including results-tracking, to demonstrate how national
and regional fiscal, debt and financial strategies and other economic measures can facilitate
post-COVID-19 economic recovery and strengthen economic resilience to future economic and
non-economic shocks.
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Expected progress towards the attainment of the objective, and performance measure
19.52 This work is expected to contribute to the objective, demonstrated by three member States being
prepared for implementing national strategies and policy initiatives towards more resilient
economies, including but not limited to fiscal and financial measures (see table 19.5).
Table 19.5

Performance measure

2018 (actual) 2019 (actual) 2020 (actual)

2021 (planned)

2022 (planned)

Member States
build consensus on
strategies and
policies towards
more resilient
economies at the
seventy-seventh
session of the
Commission and
the third session of
the Committee on
Macroeconomic
Policy, Poverty
Reduction and
Financing for
Development

Three member
States implement
national strategies
and policy
initiatives towards
more resilient
economies,
including but not
limited to fiscal and
financial measures

Legislative mandates
19.53

General Assembly resolutions

74/205 Financial inclusion for sustainable 75/204
development
74/231 Development cooperation with middle- 75/205

income countries

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific resolutions

E/CN.11/63 Statistical and economic documentation work ~ 71/5

68/10 Enhancing regional economic integration in

Asia and the Pacific

Deliverables

19.54 Table 19.6 lists all deliverables, by category

The list below provides all mandates entrusted to the subprogramme.

International financial system and

development

External debt sustainability and development

Implementing the outcome of the Asia-
Pacific High-level Consultation on
Financing for Development

and subcategory, for the period 2020-2022 that

contributed and are expected to contribute to the attainment of the objective stated above.
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Table 19.6
Subprogramme 1: deliverables for the period 2020-2022, by category and subcategory

2020 2020 2021 2022
Category and subcategory planned actual  planned  planned
A. Facilitation of the intergovernmental process and expert bodies
Parliamentary documentation (number of documents) 1 1 4 1
1. Reports for ESCAP 1 1 1 1
2. Reports for the Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and
Financing for Development - - 3 -
Substantive services for meetings (number of three-hour meetings) 8 4 14 8
3. Meetings of the Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and
Financing for Development - - 6 -
4. Regional dialogues on issues related to financing for development - - 4 -
5. Expert group meetings on financing for development 4 - - 4
6. Expert group meetings on the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific
publication 4 4 4 4
Generation and transfer of knowledge
Field and technical cooperation projects (number of projects) 1 3 1 1
7. Projects on selected economic policy and financing for development issues 1 3 1 1
Seminars, workshops and training events (number of days) 6 8 7 7
8. Economic and Social Council side event on financing for development 1 - 1 1
9. Policy-focused discussions based on research outlined in the Economic and Social
Survey of Asia and the Pacific and the Financing for Development in Asia and the
Pacific publications 5 8 6 6
Publications (number of publications) 1 1 4 1
10. Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 1 1 1 1
11. Financing for Development in Asia and the Pacific book series - - 1 -
12. Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Journal - - 2 -
Technical materials (number of materials) 11 27 14 10
13. Knowledge products on economic issues and policies tailored to countries’ specific
circumstances 8 8 8 4
14. Working paper series on macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for
development 1 6 2 2
15. Policy briefs on macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for
development 2 13 4 4

. Substantive deliverables

Consultation, advice and advocacy: technical advice on at least 2 broad issues related to financing for development and

macroeconomic policy; advisory support for the task forces of the ESCAP Sustainable Business Network; and country notes and

presentation materials on macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for development.

Databases and substantive digital materials: substantive blog posts for the ESCAP website for regional and global access.

. Communication deliverables

Outreach programmes, special events and information materials: press interviews for major publications and events.
External and media relations: press releases and op-ed articles on the work and activities of the subprogramme.

Digital platforms and multimedia content: regular, typically monthly, updating and maintenance of web pages of the
subprogramme for the ESCAP website in 4 areas, including economic assessment and sustainable development, financing for
development, regional economic cooperation and integration and infrastructure financing and public-private partnerships; and
inputs for ESCAP social media platforms.
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19.55

19.56

19.57

19.58

19.59

19.60

19.61

Subprogramme 2
Trade, investment and innovation

Objective

The objective, to which this subprogramme contributes, is to strengthen the capacity of member
States to implement policies and programmes that more effectively harness the potential of trade,
investment, innovation, technology and enterprise development for sustainable development and
regional integration in Asia and the Pacific.

Strategy

To contribute to the objective, the subprogramme will support member States in formulating and
implementing policies and measures to facilitate trade, investment and innovation in support of
sustainable development, with a specific focus on the needs of least developed and landlocked
countries. This work encompasses increasing the capacity of member States to negotiate and
implement trade and investment agreements and to design and implement trade facilitation policies
and measures, including through the adoption of paperless trade systems. This work is implemented
in close cooperation with global and regional partners, including the Asian Development Bank,
UNCTAD and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The subprogramme, including through the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology, will
also provide capacity-building through workshops, training activities and policy advice and develop
knowledge products on sustainable foreign direct investment (FDI), innovation, emerging and
frontier technologies, responsible and inclusive business, social enterprise, impact investment and
innovative finance for women’s entrepreneurship.

In building the capacity of member States to ensure that trade, investment and innovation contributes
to sustainable development, the subprogramme will provide support in having member States make
progress towards the achievement of the targets of Sustainable Development Goals 8, 9, 17.

The subprogramme plans to support member States on issues related to COVID-19 in the areas of
trade facilitation and support for micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises. The COVID-19
pandemic showed the importance of keeping trade flowing, in particular in critical goods, further
highlighting the importance of trade digitalization, given that it reduces physical interaction in the
trade process. In response to COVID-19, the subprogramme will support member States in
advancing paperless and contactless trade. The pandemic also highlighted the vulnerability of micro-,
small and medium-sized enterprises in times of crisis. In response, the subprogramme will continue
its work to enable policies for FDI and micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises, with a key focus
on innovative financial and digital tools to support women entrepreneurs.

The above-mentioned work is expected to result in:

(a) The reduction in trade costs and the increased participation and competitiveness of companies,
especially micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises, in international trade;

(b) The adoption of more effective rules and procedures governing trade, leading to more efficient
trade outcomes aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals;

(c) The adoption of policies and programmes aimed at achieving more inclusive and sustainable
outcomes of business and investment activities;

(d) The integration of inclusivity and sustainability dimensions in technology and innovation
policies in the region.

The planned support on issues related to COVID-19 is expected to result in the increased resilience
of supply chains by enabling continued trade activities and use of technology and innovation in
mitigating the impact of future pandemics.
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Table 19.7

Programme performance in 2020

Programme performance in 2020 includes the below result that emerged during 2020, as well as
programme performance presented under results 1 and 2 below.

Improved access to innovative trade policy support in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
and other crises

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit and factories and borders began to close, countries around the
world adopted export bans and other barriers to trade on essential goods, such as masks and medical
equipment, exposing the vulnerability of supply chains to disruptions and accentuating the
importance of maintaining trade flows. In addition, this highlighted the lack of adequate provisions
in bilateral and regional trade agreements in Asia and the Pacific to deal with crisis situations and
keep trade going in times of emergencies.

Therefore, in order to address this gap and to ensure greater resilience of trade flows in the post-
COVID-19 era, ESCAP and a number of other United Nations entities jointly launched an initiative
to develop model provisions for trade agreements, to ensure more cooperation and predictability in
times of crisis and pandemic and to speed up recovery. For the subprogramme, the initiative included
the organization of an online “policy hackathon”, in collaboration with UNCTAD, the regional
commissions, WTO and the Consumer Unity and Trust Society. More than 200 trade analysts from
Government, academia, civil society and the private sector were brought together in a 45-day online
policy hackathon to develop model provisions for regional and other trade agreements to avoid trade
disruptions in times of crisis and pandemic.

This inclusive policy formulation exercise included 60 written contributions authored by more than
150 co-authors, selected by a core group of senior experts for publication in an online repository,
providing a range of policy options for increasing the resilience of trade through trade agreements.
A webinar series was organized to promote and further discuss the top-rated contributions, with more
than 300 registered participants. All input gathered during the policy hackathon and webinars are
being channelled to support the preparation of a handbook of model trade provisions in times of
crisis and pandemic, to be jointly published by ESCAP and collaborating United Nations
organizations, on the basis of which training sessions for trade negotiators will be organized in 2021.
The objective is to provide options for clauses that trade policymakers can include in trade
agreements to minimize disruptions in the trade of critical goods in future crises.

Progress towards the attainment of the objective, and performance measure

The above-mentioned work contributed to the objective, as demonstrated by access by member
States to an online repository of peer-reviewed solutions to respond to emergent challenges
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. The online repository and related pages had 9,581 unique
visits (see table 19.7).

Performance measure

2018 (actual)

2019 (actual) 2020 (actual)

- Member States’ access to online
repository of peer-reviewed
solutions to respond to emergent
challenges associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic
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Table 19.8

Planned results for 2022

The planned results for 2022 include results 1 and 2, which are updates of results presented in the
preceding proposed programme plans and therefore show both the programme performance in 2020
and the proposed programme plan for 2022. Result 3 is a new planned result.

Result 1: harnessing innovative business models for social progress®
Programme performance in 2020

The subprogramme has continued its work on promoting innovative business models such as impact
investment and social enterprise through advocacy activities, research and analysis, capacity -building,
facilitating regional knowledge-sharing, and hands-on policy advice to member States. These activities
were also supported by the United Nations Development Account. The subprogramme’s activities
supported the adoption of the Social Enterprise Act in Thailand; the integration of social
entreprencurship as a key pillar in Indonesia’s medium-term national development plan; the
establishment of a cross-government working group on inclusive business and impact investment led
by the Myanmar Directorate of Investment and Company Administration; the launch of the Malaysia
Social Impact Exchange which is intended to channel untapped corporate resources towards high-
performing social purpose organizations; the establishment of the National Advisory Board for Impact
Investment led by the Bangladesh Ministry of Finance; and the incorporation of social enterprise in
the Organic Law in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, the Philippines.

The above-mentioned work contributed to six countries in the region implementing measures to
support impact enterprises and investors, which met the planned target of implementation of
measures by member States to support impact enterprises and investors, reflected in the proposed
programme budget for 2020.

Proposed programme plan for 2022

The subprogramme will continue the work related to the planned result, in line with its mandate. To
contribute to further progress towards the objective, the subprogramme will provide policy support
to member States on social enterprise, impact investment and inclusive business, subject to demand
and the availability of resources. The expected progress is presented in the performance measure
below (see table 19.8).

Performance measure

2018 (actual)

2019 (actual)

2020 (actual)

2021 (planned)®

2022 (planned)

Absence of measures

to support impact
enterprises and
investors

Development of
measures by
member States to
support impact
enterprises and
investors

Implementation of
measures by six
countries
(Bangladesh,
Indonesia,
Malaysia, Myanmar,
the Philippines and
Thailand) to support
impact enterprises
and investors

Implementation of
measures by
member States to
support impact
enterprises and
investors

Implementation of
measures by
member States to
support innovative
business models

“ To maintain accountability for initial programme plans, the 2021 target is carried forward from the programme budget for 2021
and reflects best estimates at that point in time before the COVID-19 pandemic. Programme performance for 2021 will be
reported in the proposed programme budget for 2023.

5 As reflected in the proposed programme budget for 2020 (A/74/6 (Sect. 19)).
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Figure 19.1

Result 2: harnessing innovative technologies to enhance women’s access to financial services®
Programme performance in 2020

To increase access to finance by women entrepreneurs, the subprogramme supported the launch of a
women’s bond and an impact investment fund for women entrepreneurs in 2020 and continued to
provide advice and support to the winners of the 2019 challenge fund on digital and financial solutions
for women entrepreneurs. The subprogramme has also provided policy advice and capacity -building
support to Governments on how to ensure an enabling policy environment for digital and financial
technologies in support of women’s entrepreneurship, including through supporting studies on access
by micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises to finance in Bangladesh and Samoa. A research
challenge on access to finance for women entrepreneurs was also launched in 2020, which received
more than 60 proposals, with 6 winning proposals awarded funding for their research.

The above-mentioned work contributed to 7,205 women entrepreneurs having improved access to
financial services, with support from ESCAP, in 2020, which exceeded the planned target of 2,500
women entrepreneurs having access to financial services with support from ESCAP, as reflected in
the programme budget for 2021.

Proposed programme plan for 2022

The subprogramme will continue the work related to the planned result, in line with its mandate. To
contribute to further progress towards the objective, the subprogramme will provide technical
assistance to Governments and intermediaries to enhance women’s access to financial services,
including through the women’s bond, impact investment funds and additional challenge funds. The
expected progress is presented in the performance measure below (see figure 19.1).

Performance measure: total number of women entrepreneurs accessing financial services with support
from the Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (cumulative)
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“ To maintain accountability for initial programme plans, the 2021 target is carried forward from the programme budget for 2021
and reflects best estimates at that point in time before the COVID-19 pandemic. Programme performance for 2021 will be
reported in the proposed programme budget for 2023.
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19.74
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19.76

19.77
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Result 3: making trade processes more efficient, transparent and safer through paperless and
contactless trade

Proposed programme plan for 2022

The subprogramme has a long-standing programme on trade facilitation, focused on supporting
member States in making trade processes “paperless”. Enabling the electronic exchange of trade
data and documents across borders not only helps to reduce trade costs and make it easier to comply
with trade procedures, but also can help to identify illegal trade transactions and illicit financial
flows. Moreover, it can lead to reduced physical contact between traders and customs and other
officials, thus limiting opportunities for both corruption and contagion during a pandemic.

The benefits and implementation difficulties associated with digitalizing cross-border trade
processes led ESCAP members States to negotiate a United Nations treaty, namely, the Framework
Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific. The Framework
Agreement, adopted in 2016, provides an inclusive platform for countries at all levels of
development to cooperate and develop harmonized cross-border paperless trade solutions.

Since 2016, the subprogramme has supported the intergovernmental steering group that developed
the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific
in devising an implementation road map. The subprogramme has 