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Letter of transmittal

20-10509

Letter dated 10 August 2020 from the Chair of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith to the General Assembly the report of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in
accordance with resolution 74/113. The report covers the work of the Special
Committee during 2020.

(Signed) Keisha Aniya McGuire

Chair of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
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Establishment, organization and activities of the
Special Committee

Establishment of the Special Committee

1.  The establishment and history of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples are covered in detail in section II of the note by the
Secretary-General on the organization of work of the Committee
(A/AC.109/2020/L.1).

2. At its seventy-fourth session, after considering the report of the Special
Committee (A/74/23), the General Assembly adopted resolution 74/113, in which it
approved the report of the Committee covering its work during 2019 and requested
the Committee to continue to seek suitable means for the immediate and full
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples (General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)) and to carry out the
actions approved by the Assembly regarding the Second and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism in all Territories that had not yet exercised
their right to self-determination, including independence. In addition, the Assembly
reaffirmed that the United Nations visiting missions to the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, where applicable, were an effective means of ascertaining the situation in
the Territories, in accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions on specific
Territories, and therefore requested the Committee to undertake at least one visiting
mission a year. It also called upon the administering Powers to continue to cooperate
with the Committee in the discharge of its mandate and to facilitate visiting missions
of the Committee to the Territories on a case-by-case basis. The Assembly also called
upon all the administering Powers to cooperate fully in the work of the Committee
and to participate formally in the Committee’s future sessions.

3. In addition to resolution 74/113, the General Assembly adopted 20 other
resolutions and one decision relating to specific items considered by the Special
Committee in 2019, which are listed below.

Resolutions and decision concerning specific Territories

Resolutions

Territory Resolution number  Date of adoption
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 58/316 1 July 2004
Western Sahara 74/97 13 December 2019
Tokelau 74/109 13 December 2019
American Samoa 74/98 13 December 2019
Anguilla 74/99 13 December 2019
Bermuda 74/100 13 December 2019
British Virgin Islands 74/101 13 December 2019
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Territory

Resolution number

Date of adoption

Cayman Islands
Guam
Montserrat
Pitcairn

Saint Helena

Turks and Caicos Islands

United States Virgin Islands

New Caledonia

French Polynesia

74/102
74/104
74/105
74/107
74/108
74/110
74/111
74/106
74/103

13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019
13 December 2019

13 December 2019

% In accordance with paragraph 4 (b) of the annex to resolution 58/316,
on the agenda for consideration upon notification by a Member State.

the item should remain

Decision
Territory Decision number Date of adoption
Gibraltar 74/515 13 December 2019

Resolutions concerning other items

Title

Resolution number

Date of adoption

Information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of
the Charter of the United Nations

Economic and other activities which affect
the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations

Offers by Member States of study and
training facilities for inhabitants of
Non-Self-Governing Territories

Dissemination of information on decolonization

74/93

74/94

74/95

74/96

74/112

13 December 2019

13 December 2019

13 December 2019

13 December 2019

13 December 2019

Other resolutions and decisions relevant to the work of the Special Committee

4.  Other resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its seventy-
fourth session that were relevant to the work of the Special Committee and which it
took into account were listed in the note by the Secretary-General on the organization

of work of the Committee (A/AC.109/2020/L.1).
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Membership of the Special Committee

5. Asat 1 January 2020, the Special Committee was composed of the following 29
members: Antigua and Barbuda, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chile, China,
Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Grenada, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Mali, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea,
Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab Republic, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, United
Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of).

Opening of the meetings of the Special Committee in 2020 and
election of officers

6.  The Secretary-General opened the 2020 session of the Special Committee on
21 February and made a statement (see A/AC.109/2020/SR.1).

7. At its 1st meeting, on 21 February 2020, the Special Committee elected the
following officers by acclamation:

Chair:
Keisha Aniya McGuire (Grenada)

Vice-Chairs:
Ana Silvia Rodriguez Abascal (Cuba)
Dian Triansyah Djani (Indonesia)
Alie Kabba (Sierra Leone)

Rapporteur:
Bashar Ja’afari (Syrian Arab Republic)

Organization of work

8. At its 1st meeting, on 21 February, the Special Committee had before it
suggestions relating to the organization of its work put forward by the Chair and
outlined in document A/AC.109/2020/L.2. The Special Committee approved its
tentative programme of work and timetable for 2020 contained in that document,
revised, with the understanding that it may be further revised, as necessary, closer to
or during its resumed substantive session in June (see A/AC.109/2020/SR.1).

9. At the same meeting, the Chair made a statement relating to the organization of
work of the Special Committee and on the status of the decolonization agenda of the
Organization (see A/AC.109/2020/SR.1).

10. Also at the same meeting, the Special Committee acceded to the requests of
Algeria, Argentina, Costa Rica, El Salvador, the Gambia, Morocco, Namibia,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Spain, Uruguay and Zimbabwe to participate as
observers in its 2020 session (see A/AC.109/2020/SR.1).

11. Also at the 1st meeting, the Special Committee considered preparations for the
Pacific regional seminar and accepted the offer by Indonesia to host the seminar. It
also approved the dates, guidelines and rules of procedure for the Pacific regional
seminar, including the theme and agenda of the seminar, as outlined in document
A/AC.109/2020/19. The Committee decided to extend invitations to attend the
seminar to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, administering Powers, other Member
States, specialized agencies within the United Nations, and to select experts and
representatives of non-governmental organizations (see A/AC.109/2020/SR.1).
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Subsequently, on 18 March 2020, owing to the global pandemic caused by the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19), the Special Committee, upon the recommendation
of the Bureau, decided by silence procedure, to postpone the Pacific regional seminar
scheduled to take place between 5 and 7 May 2020 in Bali, Indonesia, to a later date
to be announced. The decision was then communicated by the Chair in her letter to
the President of the General Assembly on 20 March 2020.

12. Atthe same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of Nicaragua,
Indonesia, Cuba, Sierra Leone, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Fiji, Iraq and
the Russian Federation.

Meetings of the Special Committee and its subsidiary bodies

13. The Special Committee held its organizational meeting on 21 February. The
2020 substantive session of the Special Committee, scheduled to take place between
15 and 26 June was not held owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, the
Committee conducted the work of its substantive session through correspondence and
considered proposals through a silence procedure pursuant to General Assembly
decision 74/544, and its follow up decisions 74/555, 74/558 and 74/561.

14.  On 30 July 2020, in accordance with General Assembly decision 74/561, the
Chair of the Special Committee transmitted to the Members of the Committee for
consideration under silence procedure, the present report that included the draft
resolutions and decisions set out below, which were adopted by consensus on
5 August. The texts of the resolutions or decisions may be found in the present report,
as follows:

Question

Resolution/Decision

Information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of
the Charter of the United Nations

Economic and other activities which affect
the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations

American Samoa

Anguilla

Bermuda

British Virgin Islands

Chap. V, draft
resolution I

Chap. V, draft
resolution II

Chap. V, draft
resolution II1

Chap. V, draft
resolution IV

Chap. V, draft
resolution V

Chap. V, draft
resolution VI

Chap. V, draft
resolution VII
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Question

Resolution/Decision

Cayman Islands

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)“

French Polynesia

Gibraltar

Guam

Montserrat

New Caledonia®

Pitcairn

Saint Helena

Tokelau®

Turks and Caicos Islands

United States Virgin Islands

Dissemination of information on
decolonization

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples

Fourth International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism

Sending visiting and special missions to
Territories

Decision of the Special Committee of
24 June 2019 concerning Puerto Rico

Chap. V, draft
resolution VIII

Chap. 11, para. 52

Chap. V, draft
resolution IX

Chap. IV, para. 54

Chap. V, draft
resolution X

Chap. V, draft
resolution XI

Chap. V, draft
resolution XII

Chap. V, draft
resolution XIII

Chap. V, draft
resolution XIV

Chap. V, draft
resolution XV

Chap. V, draft
resolution XVI

Chap. V, draft
resolution XVII

Chap. V, draft
resolution XVIII

Chap. V, draft
resolution XIX

Chap. V, draft
resolution XX

Chap. II, para 50

Chap. I, para 19

¢ A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)

(see ST/CS/SER.A/42).

b The delegation of Papua New Guinea submitted the draft resolution entitled “Question of

New Caledonia”, also on behalf of Fiji.

¢ The delegation of Papua New Guinea submitted the draft resolution entitled “Question of

Tokelau”.
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Subsidiary bodies

15. The Special Committee did not establish subsidiary bodies during its 2020
session. During the 2020 session, the Bureau held eight meetings, which included
online meetings.

Question of the list of Territories to which the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
is applicable

16. The Special Committee maintained the practice of addressing the situation of
Puerto Rico, as it had done in previous sessions.

Consideration of Puerto Rico

17. On 30 July 2020, the Chair transmitted to the members of the Special Committee
for consideration under silence procedure, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the present report which included a draft decision entitled “Decision
of the Special Committee of 24 June 2019 concerning Puerto Rico” submitted by the
delegation of Cuba on behalf of Antigua and Barbuda, Nicaragua, the Russian
Federation, the Syrian Arab Republic and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

18. On 5 August 2020, the Special Committee adopted the draft decision, by
consensus, through silence procedure in accordance with General Assembly decision
74/561. The text of the draft decision reads as follows:

Decision of the Special Committee of 24 June 2019 concerning
Puerto Rico

The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960,

Considering that the period 2011-2020, proclaimed by the General Assembly,
in its resolution 65/119 of 10 December 2010, as the Third International Decade for
the Eradication of Colonialism, has almost concluded,

Bearing in mind the 37 resolutions and decisions adopted since 1972 by the
Special Committee on the question of Puerto Rico contained in the reports of the
Special Committee to the General Assembly, in particular those adopted without a
vote in recent years,

Recalling that 25 July 2020 marked the 122nd anniversary of the intervention
in Puerto Rico by the United States of America,

Noting with concern that, despite the rejection expressed by the majority of the
Puerto Rican people on 6 November 2012 of their current status of political
subordination, the political representatives of Puerto Rico and the United States have
failed to set in motion a decolonization process that begins in Puerto Rico, in
compliance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and the resolutions and
decisions of the Special Committee on Puerto Rico,

Noting that the consultation undertaken by the Government of Puerto Rico on
11 June 2017, in which, as reported by the Puerto Rico State Elections Commission,
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less than 23 per cent of voters participated, was not designed to promote
decolonization in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV),

Noting with concern that the present political subordination of the Puerto Rican
people impedes sovereign decision-making regarding the humanitarian crisis caused
by the effects of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, which have aggravated the already
serious economic and social problems, resulting in increased levels of poverty in
Puerto Rico from 45 per cent to around 60 per cent of the population, which has
caused mass migration and seriously affected efforts to achieve sustainable economic
development,

Also noting with concern that the United States Congress, invoking thereby its
doctrine on plenary powers under the Territorial Clause of the United States
Constitution, imposed in June 2016 a Financial Oversight and Management Board for
Puerto Rico (Fiscal Supervisory Board), appointed by the President of the United
States to exercise plenary control powers over the elected executive and legislative
officials of the Government of Puerto Rico in all issues relating to fiscal, economic
and budgetary matters, as well as all that concerns the restructuring of the public debt
of Puerto Rico, all of which aggravates the colonial situation in the country,

Noting that the Supreme Court of the United States, in conformity with the
request made by the Department of Justice, decided in June 2016 in the case of Puerto
Rico v. Sanchez Valle, that the original and ultimate source of governmental power in
Puerto Rico lies in the United States Congress, and that any limited concession of
self-government to Puerto Rico may be unilaterally revoked by the United States
Congress,

Stressing again the urgent need for the United States to lay the groundwork for
the full implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and the
resolutions and decisions of the Special Committee concerning Puerto Rico,

Noting the declarations by the Heads of State and Government of the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, the Bolivarian Alliance for the
Peoples of Our America, the Non-Aligned Movement and the Council of the Socialist
International, which reiterate the inalienable rights of the people of Puerto Rico in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and which also reiterate
the Latin American and Caribbean character of Puerto Rico and their support for the
resolutions on Puerto Rico adopted by the Special Committee,

Noting also the debate in Puerto Rico on the search for a procedure that would
enable the process of decolonization of Puerto Rico to begin, and aware of the
principle that any initiative seeking a solution to the political status of Puerto Rico
should originate from the people of Puerto Rico, and of the fact that, to date, several
sectors have expressed that they are in favour of convening a constitutional assembly
on status in Puerto Rico,

Further noting the concern of the people of Puerto Rico regarding violent
actions, including repression and intimidation, against supporters of Puerto Rican
independence, that have come to light through documents declassified by federal
agencies of the United States,

Aware that Vieques Island (Puerto Rico) was used for over 60 years by the
United States Marine Corps and naval forces to carry out military exercises, with
negative consequences for the health of the population, the environment and the
economic and social development of that Puerto Rican municipality,

Noting the consensus among the people and the Government of Puerto Rico on
the need to clean up, decontaminate and return to the people of Puerto Rico all the
lands previously used for military exercises and installations, and use them for the
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social and economic development of Puerto Rico, as well as on the slowness of the
process thus far,

Also noting the constant complaints made by the inhabitants of Vieques Island
regarding the continued bombing and the use of open burning as a clean-up method,
thereby exacerbating the existing health and pollution problems and endangering
civilian lives,

Further noting that in the final document of the Seventeenth Summit
Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, held
on Margarita Island (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela), on 17 and 18 September
2016, and other meetings of the Non-Aligned Movement, the right of the people of
Puerto Rico to self-determination and independence is reaffirmed under General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), the Government of the United States is urged to
assume its responsibility to expedite a process that will allow the Puerto Rican people
to fully exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence and to
return the territory and occupied installations on Vieques Island and at the Roosevelt
Roads Naval Station to the Puerto Rican people, who constitute a Latin American and
Caribbean nation, and the General Assembly is urged to actively consider the question
of Puerto Rico in all its aspects,

Having heard statements and accounts representative of various viewpoints
among the people of Puerto Rico and their social institutions,

Having considered the report of the Rapporteur of the Special Committee on the
implementation of the resolutions concerning Puerto Rico,*

1.  Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Puerto Rico to self-
determination and independence in conformity with General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) and the applicability of the fundamental principles of that
resolution to the question of Puerto Rico, and that the people of Puerto Rico constitute
a Latin American and Caribbean nation that has its own distinct national identity;

2. Calls again upon the Government of the United States of America to
assume its responsibility to promote a process that will enable the Puerto Rican people
to fully exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence, in
accordance and in full compliance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and
the resolutions and decisions of the Special Committee concerning Puerto Rico, and
to take decisions, in a sovereign manner, to address their urgent economic and social
needs, including unemployment, marginalization, insolvency and poverty, and the
problems related to education and health, which have been aggravated by the ravages
of Hurricanes Irma and Maria;

3. Notes with concern that, by virtue of the decision of the United States
Congress, under the Puerto Rico Oversight, Management and Economic Stability Act
(PROMESA) which creates the Financial Oversight and Management Board, the
already weakened area in which the prevailing regime of political and economic
subordination in Puerto Rico operates is reduced any further;

4.  Notes the broad support of eminent persons, governments and political
forces in Latin America and the Caribbean for the independence of Puerto Rico;

5. Again notes the debate in Puerto Rico on the implementation of a
mechanism that would ensure the full participation of representatives of all sectors of
Puerto Rican public opinion, including a constitutional assembly on status with a
basis in the decolonization alternatives recognized in international law, and aware of

1 A/AC.109/2020/L.13.
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the principle that any initiative seeking a solution to the political status of Puerto Rico
should originate from the people of Puerto Rico;

6.  Expresses serious concern over the actions carried out against supporters
of Puerto Rican independence, and encourages the investigation of those actions with
the necessary rigour and with the cooperation of the relevant authorities;

7.  Requests the General Assembly to consider the question of Puerto Rico
comprehensively and in all its aspects, and to decide on this issue as soon as possible;

8.  Urges the Government of the United States, in line with the need to
guarantee the legitimate right of the Puerto Rican people to self-determination and
the protection of their human rights, to complete the return of all lands occupied by
its military forces in Puerto Rico territory, in particular installations on Vieques Island
and in Ceiba, to the people of Puerto Rico, respect fundamental human rights, such
as the right to health and economic development, and expedite and cover the costs of
the process of cleaning up and decontaminating the areas previously used in military
exercises through means that do not continue to worsen the serious consequences of
its military activity in order to protect the health of the inhabitants of Vieques Island
and the environment;

9.  Takes note with satisfaction of the report prepared by the Rapporteur of
the Special Committee, in compliance with its resolution of 24 June 2019;!

10. Requests the Rapporteur to report in 2021 on the implementation of the
present resolution; including new developments relevant to a process of
decolonization of Puerto Rico, in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV);

11.  Decides to keep the question of Puerto Rico under continuous review.

Consideration of other matters

19. Atits Ist meeting, on 21 February, the Special Committee adopted suggestions
relating to the organization of its work put forward by the Chair and decided to include
on its programme of work and timetable for 2020 items relating to the compliance of
Member States with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and other resolutions on decolonization (see
A/AC.109/2020/L.2).

Question of holding a series of meetings away from Headquarters

20. Having regard to its programme of work for 2020, the Special Committee
remained committed to its mandate to hold meetings away from Headquarters, taking
into account the provisions of paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 1654
(XVI) and paragraph 3 (9) of resolution 2621 (XXV), by which the Assembly
authorized the Committee to meet elsewhere than at Headquarters whenever and
wherever such meetings might be required for the effective discharge of its functions.

Pattern of conferences

21. Inaccordance with measures that it had taken previously, the Special Committee
continued to ensure the effective utilization of the conference-servicing resources
allocated to it, and the further reduction of its documentation requirements by
circulating communications and information material by, as much as possible,
electronic means. A list of the documents of the Committee in 2020 is contained in
the annex to the present report.
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22. In the conduct of its meetings during 2020, the Special Committee closely
followed the guidelines set forth in the resolutions of the General Assembly on the
pattern of conferences, in particular resolution 67/237.

Cooperation and participation of the administering Powers in the work of the
Special Committee

23. In accordance with the provisions of relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, the delegation of the administering Power, New Zealand, participated in
the work of the Special Committee in 2020, during its plenary meeting at
Headquarters.

24. In a related context, the Special Committee, on 5 August, pursuant to General
Assembly decision 74/561, adopted the present report, which included a resolution
on the question of sending visiting and special missions to Territories in which it
called upon the administering Powers to cooperate or continue to cooperate with the
United Nations by facilitating United Nations visiting missions to the Territories
under their administration, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations on decolonization (see chap. II).

Participation of representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work
of the Special Committee

25. During the year, the Special Committee continued to encourage the participation
of representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories in its work at Headquarters and
at its regional seminars. However, owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent inability to hold in-person meetings, the participation of representatives
of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the Special Committee was
constrained in 2020.

Report of the Special Committee to the General Assembly

26. Atits 1st meeting, on 21 February, the Special Committee agreed to the Chair’s
recommendation, as outlined in the organization of work for 2020, that the Rapporteur
continue to follow the established format of the Committee’s annual report to the
General Assembly (see A/AC.109/2020/L.2).

27. On 5 August 2020, on the basis of a proposal circulated by the Chair after
consultation with the Rapporteur and Vice Chairs, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the Special Committee adopted its annual report on its 2020 session.

Relations with United Nations bodies and intergovernmental,
regional and non-governmental organizations

28. Inconnection with the Special Committee’s consideration of the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
by specialized agencies and the international institutions associated with the United
Nations, and in accordance with paragraph 21 of General Assembly resolution 74/95,
the President of the Economic and Social Council and the Chair of the Committee
continued to maintain close contact with regard to appropriate measures for the
coordination of the policies and activities of specialized agencies in implementing the
relevant resolutions of the Assembly

29. During the year, the Special Committee adopted decisions relating to the
extension of assistance to the peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories, as reflected
in the recommendations of the Committee to the General Assembly (see chap. V). In
that regard, the Committee took into account relevant resolutions and decisions of the
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Human Rights Council in 2019 and continued to follow the work of the Committee
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

30. Bearing in mind its previous decisions to maintain regular contact with the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the African Union, the Caribbean Community
and the Pacific Islands Forum in order to assist it in the effective discharge of its
mandate, the Special Committee, as in previous years, closely followed their work.

31. The Special Committee also continued to monitor related developments in the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, having regard to relevant provisions of article 15 of
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

Review of work

32. In ongoing efforts to find creative and innovative ways to enable better
implementation of the mandate of the Special Committee, its Bureau maintained the
practice of holding during the intersessional period informal consultations with the
administering Powers and other stakeholders regarding the Non-Self-Governing
Territories on the Committee’s agenda. Meetings were held with four administering
Powers, namely France, New Zealand, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America, during which the discussions in
that regard were centred on the situation in the Territories for which they were each
responsible and aimed at promoting cooperation and partnership with them in
addressing the decolonization prospects of those Territories, on a case-by-case basis.

33. On 13 February 2020, the Bureau met with the Secretary-General, in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 74/113, in which he was requested to meet with the
Bureau informally at least once a year to explore innovative ways of using his good
offices to help advance the decolonization agenda, on a case-by-case basis. During
the meeting, the Bureau shared with the Secretary-General recent initiatives and
activities undertaken by the Special Committee, which were intended to galvanize the
implementation of its mandate. The Bureau also briefed him on the Committee’s
ongoing dialogue with the administering Powers and other stakeholders on issues
pertaining to the Non-Self-Governing Territories. In response, the Secretary-General
underlined his commitment to the decolonization agenda and reaffirmed the full
support of the Secretariat for the work of the Committee.

34. The Special Committee also considered each of the 17 Non-Self-Governing
Territories on its agenda and adopted resolutions or decisions on 16 of them in
accordance with General Assembly decision 74/561. In addition, the Committee
continued its review of the list of Territories to which the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples was applicable.

35. Furthermore, the Special Committee considered and adopted, in accordance with
General Assembly decision 74/561, recommendations on information from Non-Self-
Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter; the question of
sending visiting and special missions to Territories; the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the
specialized agencies and the international institutions associated with the United
Nations; economic and other activities which affect the interests of the peoples of the
Territories and the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.

36. On the question of the publicity to be given to the work of the United Nations
in the field of decolonization, the Special Committee adopted, in accordance with
General Assembly decision 74/561, a resolution on the dissemination of information
on decolonization, which it recommended to the General Assembly for action at its
seventy-fifth session (see chap. V, draft resolution XVIII).
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Future programme of work and activities envisaged for 2021?

37. In accordance with the mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly since
1961, as reaffirmed in resolution 74/113, and taking into account its related draft
resolution, adopted by silence procedure, on 5 August, and contained in the present
report (see chap. V, draft resolution XIX), in 2021 the Special Committee intends to
continue to seek suitable means for the immediate, full and speedy implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

38. The Special Committee will continue to carry out the actions approved by the
General Assembly regarding the Third International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism and, if declared by the Assembly, the Fourth International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism, in all Territories that have not yet exercised their right to
self-determination, including independence. In particular, the Committee intends to
formulate specific proposals, on a case-by-case basis, to bring about an end to
colonialism, in accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

39. The Special Committee will maintain its efforts to examine the implementation
by Member States of resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions on
decolonization.

40. The Special Committee will continue to examine the political, economic and
social situation in the Non-Self-Governing Territories and recommend, as
appropriate, to the General Assembly the most suitable steps to be taken to enable the
populations of those Territories to exercise their right to self-determination, including
independence, in accordance with the relevant resolutions on decolonization,
including resolutions on specific Territories.

41. 1In 2021, the Special Committee will aim at developing and finalizing, in
cooperation with the administering Power and the Non-Self-Governing Territory in
question, a constructive programme of work, on a case-by-case basis, for the
Territories, to facilitate the implementation of the mandate of the Committee and
relevant resolutions on decolonization, including resolutions on specific Territories.

42. In addition, the Special Committee will continue to dispatch visiting and special
missions to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, where applicable and in accordance
with the relevant resolutions on decolonization, including resolutions on specific
Territories.

43. The Special Committee will also continue to conduct seminars, as appropriate,
for the purpose of receiving and disseminating information on its work and will
endeavour to facilitate the participation of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories in those seminars.

44. In particular, the Special Committee plans to hold a seminar in the Caribbean
region in 2021, in accordance with relevant General Assembly resolutions and in
keeping with its practice of holding seminars in the Caribbean and Pacific regions in
alternate years.

45. The Special Committee will take all steps necessary to elicit worldwide support
from Governments and national and international organizations for the achievement
of the objectives of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and the implementation of related resolutions.

S}

These activities, mentioned in paragraphs 37 to 46, are outlined in draft resolution XIX,
contained in chapter V.
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46. The Special Committee will maintain efforts to continue consultations on how
best to observe annually the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-
Governing Territories, in accordance with resolution 74/113.

47. The Special Committee requests the Secretary-General to continue to review the
resources at its disposal, in order to ensure that it has the funding, facilities and
services commensurate with its activities envisaged for 2021, as outlined in
paragraphs 37 to 46 above.
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Sending visiting and special missions to Territories

48. On 30 July 2020, the Chair transmitted to the members of the Special Committee
for consideration under silence procedure, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the present report which included a draft resolution entitled
“Sending visiting and special missions to Territories”, submitted under the item.

49. On 5 August 2020, the Committee adopted the draft resolution, by consensus,
through silence procedure in accordance with General Assembly decision 74/561. The
text of the draft resolution reads as follows:

Question of sending visiting and special missions to Territories

The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Having considered the question of sending visiting and special missions to
Territories,

Recalling the relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly and
the Special Committee requesting the administering Powers to cooperate fully with
the United Nations by receiving visiting missions in the Territories under their
administration,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide an effective means of
assessing the situation in those Territories and of ascertaining the wishes and
aspirations of the peoples thereof regarding their future status,

Conscious that United Nations visiting missions enhance the capacity of the
United Nations to assist the peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories in attaining
the objectives set forth in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960, in other relevant resolutions of the Assembly and in the plan of
action for the Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism,!

Recalling paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 74/113 of 13 December
2019, in which the Assembly reaffirmed that visiting missions to the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, where applicable, were an effective means of
ascertaining the situation of the peoples of the Territories and requested the Special
Committee to undertake at least one visiting mission a year,

Noting with satisfaction the work of the Special Committee visiting mission to
Montserrat that took place from 17 to 20 December 2019 and taking note of its report,

Recalling with satisfaction the work of the Special Committee visiting missions
to New Caledonia that took place from 10 to 15 March 2014 and from 12 to 16 and
on 19 March 2018,3

Recalling the two successful missions that were conducted to observe the
referendums in Tokelau, in February 2006 and October 2007, at the invitation of New
Zealand as the administering Power,*

Recalling also the cooperation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, as the administering Power, in having facilitated the United Nations

1 See General Assembly resolution 65/119.

2 See A/AC.109/2020/20.

3 See A/AC.109/2014/20/Rev.1 and A/AC.109/2018/20.
4 See A/AC.109/2006/20 and A/AC.109/2007/19.
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special mission to the Turks and Caicos Islands in April 2006 at the request of the
territorial Government,®

Recalling further the importance of the previously expressed desire of the
territorial Governments of American Samoa, Anguilla, the British Virgin Islands and
Guam for a visiting mission by the Special Committee,

1. Stresses the need to dispatch periodic visiting missions to
Non-Self-Governing Territories in order to facilitate the full, speedy and effective
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples® with respect to those Territories, in accordance with the
relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization and the plan of action
for the Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism,' and the need
for adequate allocation of resources in that regard;

2. Reaffirms its satisfaction with the work of the Special Committee visiting
mission to Montserrat that took place from 17 to 20 December 2019;

3. Requests the Chair of the Special Committee, in collaboration with
members of the Bureau, to develop, in a timely manner, for consideration and
adoption by the Special Committee, a plan on a case-by-case basis for conducting
visiting missions to the Non-Self-Governing Territories;’

4.  Calls upon the administering Powers to cooperate with the United Nations,
if they have not yet done so, or to continue to cooperate by facilitating United Nations
visiting missions to the Territories under their administration, in accordance with the
relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization;

5. Requests the administering Powers to cooperate fully with the Special
Committee in exploring the possibility of undertaking visiting or special missions in
furtherance of the decolonization mandate of the General Assembly;

6.  Requests the Chair to continue consultations with the administering
Powers concerned and to report to the Special Committee on the results of those
consultations.

5 See A/AC.109/2007/5.

® General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

" A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas); a dispute also
exists between the Governments of Spain and the United Kingdom concerning sovereignty over
Gibraltar.
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Falkland Islands (Malvinas)

50. On 30 July 2020, the Chair transmitted to the members of the Special Committee
for consideration under silence procedure, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the present report which included a draft resolution entitled
“Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)”, submitted under the item by the
delegation of Chile (also on behalf of Cuba, Ecuador, Nicaragua, the Plurinational
State of Bolivia and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela).

51. On 5 August 2020, the Committee adopted the draft resolution, by consensus,
through silence procedure in accordance with General Assembly decision 74/561. The
text of the draft resolution reads as follows:

Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)*

The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Aware that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible with the
United Nations ideal of universal peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
2065 (XX) of 16 December 1965, 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 31/49 of
1 December 1976, 37/9 of 4 November 1982, 38/12 of 16 November 1983, 39/6 of
1 November 1984, 40/21 of 27 November 1985, 41/40 of 25 November 1986, 42/19
of 17 November 1987 and 43/25 of 17 November 1988, Special Committee
resolutions A/AC.109/756 of 1 September 1983, A/AC.109/793 of 21 August 1984,
A/AC.109/842 of 9 August 1985, A/AC.109/885 of 14 August 1986, A/AC.109/930
of 14 August 1987, A/AC.109/972 of 11 August 1988, A/AC.109/1008 of 15 August
1989, A/AC.109/1050 of 14 August 1990, A/AC.109/1087 of 14 August 1991,
A/AC.109/1132 of 29 July 1992, A/AC.109/1169 of 14 July 1993, A/AC.109/2003 of
12 July 1994, A/AC.109/2033 of 13 July 1995, A/AC.109/2062 of 22 July 1996,
A/AC.109/2096 of 16 June 1997, A/AC.109/2122 of 6 July 1998, A/AC.109/1999/23
of 1 July 1999, A/AC.109/2000/23 of 11 July 2000, A/AC.109/2001/25 of 29 June
2001, A/AC.109/2002/25 of 19 June 2002, A/AC.109/2003/24 of 16 June 2003, the
resolution adopted on 18 June 2004, the resolution adopted on 15 June 2005, the
resolution adopted on 15 June 2006, the resolution adopted on 21 June 2007, the
resolution adopted on 12 June 2008, the resolution adopted on 18 June 2009, the
resolution adopted on 24 June 2010, the resolution adopted on 21 June 2011, the
resolution adopted on 14 June 2012, the resolution adopted on 20 June 2013, the
resolution adopted on 26 June 2014, the resolution adopted on 25 June 2015, the
resolution adopted on 23 June 2016, the resolution adopted on 23 June 2017, the
resolution adopted on 21 June 2018 and the resolution adopted on 25 June 2019, and
Security Council resolutions 502 (1982) of 3 April 1982 and 505 (1982) of 26 May
1982,

Distressed that, notwithstanding the time that has elapsed since the adoption of
General Assembly resolution 2065 (XX), this prolonged dispute has not yet been
settled,

1 A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
(see ST/CS/SER.A/42).
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Aware of the interest of the international community in the resumption by the
Governments of the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland of their negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful,
just and lasting solution to the sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the
Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Expressing its preoccupation over the fact that the good level of relations
between Argentina and the United Kingdom has not yet led to negotiations on the
question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Considering that this situation should facilitate the resumption of the
negotiations in order to find a peaceful solution to the dispute over sovereignty,

Reaffirming the principles of the Charter of the United Nations on the non-use
of force or the threat of force in international relations and the peaceful settlement of
international disputes,

Calling attention to the importance of the Secretary-General continuing his
efforts to give full effect to the mission entrusted to him by the General Assembly in
its resolutions on the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Reaffirming the need for the parties to take due account of the interests of the
population of the islands in accordance with the provisions of the General Assembly
resolutions on the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

1.  Reiterates that the way to put an end to the special and particular colonial
situation in the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) is the peaceful and
negotiated settlement of the dispute over sovereignty between the Governments of the
Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

2. Takes note of the views expressed by the President of the Argentine
Republic on the occasion of the seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly;

3.  Regrets that, in spite of the widespread international support for a
negotiation between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom that
includes all aspects of the future of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), the implementation
of the General Assembly resolutions on this question has not yet started;

4.  Requests the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom to
consolidate the current process of dialogue and cooperation through the resumption
of negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the
sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in
accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolutions 2065 (XX), 3160
(XXVIII), 31/49, 37/9, 38/12, 39/6, 40/21, 41/40, 42/19 and 43/25;

5. Reiterates its firm support for the mission of good offices of the Secretary-
General in order to assist the parties in complying with the request made by the
General Assembly in its resolutions on the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas);

6. Decides to keep under review the question of the Falkland Islands
(Malvinas) subject to the directives that the General Assembly has issued and may
issue in that regard.
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Gibraltar

52. On 30 July 2020, the Chair transmitted to the members of the Special Committee
for consideration under silence procedure, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the present report which included a draft decision to continue its
consideration of the question of Gibraltar at its 2021 session, subject to any directives
that the General Assembly might provide in that connection at its seventy-fifth
session, and to transmit the relevant documentation to the Assembly in order to
facilitate consideration of the question by the Special Political and Decolonization
Committee (Fourth Committee).

53. On 5 August 2020, the Special Committee decided, by consensus, through
silence procedure in accordance with General Assembly decision 74/561, to continue
its consideration of the question of Gibraltar at its 2021 session, subject to any
directives that the General Assembly might give in that connection at its seventy-fifth
session, and to transmit the relevant documentation to the Assembly in order to
facilitate consideration of the question by the Special Political and Decolonization
Committee (Fourth Committee).
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Recommendations

54. On 30 July 2020, the Chair transmitted to the members of the Special Committee
for consideration under silence procedure, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561, the present report, which included the draft resolutions set out below.

55. On 5 August 2020, the Special Committee adopted the draft resolutions set out
below, by consensus, through silence procedure in accordance with General Assembly
decision 74/561.

56. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutions:

Draft resolution I
Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, in which it
requested the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
to study the information transmitted to the Secretary-General in accordance with
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations and to take such information fully
into account in examining the situation with regard to the implementation of the
Declaration, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960,

Recalling also its resolution 74/93 of 13 December 2019, in which it requested
the Special Committee to continue to discharge the functions entrusted to it under
resolution 1970 (XVIII),

Stressing the importance of the timely transmission by the administering Powers
of adequate information under Article 73 e of the Charter, in particular in relation to
the preparation by the Secretariat of the working papers on the Territories concerned,

Mindful of the non-fulfilment of the obligation to transmit information on some
Non-Self-Governing Territories in accordance with Article 73 e of the Charter,

Recalling its resolution 65/119 of 10 December 2010 on the Third International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, which will end in 2020, and stressing in
that regard the need to make real progress towards its full implementation,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General,?

1. Reaffirms that, in the absence of a decision by the General Assembly itself
that a Non-Self-Governing Territory has attained a full measure of self-government
in terms of Chapter XI of the Charter of the United Nations, the administering Power
concerned should continue to transmit information under Article 73 e of the Charter
with respect to that Territory;

2. Requests the administering Powers concerned to respect their obligations
under Article 73 e of the Charter with regard to each Territory on the agenda of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

L A/75/64.
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3.  Also requests the administering Powers concerned, in accordance with
their Charter obligations, to transmit or continue to transmit regularly to the
Secretary-General for information purposes, subject to such limitation as security and
constitutional considerations may require, statistical and other information of a
technical nature relating to the economic, social and educational conditions in the
Territories for which they are respectively responsible, as well as the fullest possible
information on political and constitutional developments in the Territories concerned,
including the constitution, legislative act or executive order providing for the
government of the Territory and the constitutional relationship of the Territory to the
administering Power, within a maximum period of six months following the
expiration of the administrative year in those Territories;

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to ensure that adequate
information is drawn from all available published sources in connection with the
preparation of the working papers relating to the Territories concerned;

5. Requests the Special Committee to continue to discharge the functions
entrusted to it under General Assembly resolution 1970 (XVIII), in accordance with
established procedures.
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Draft resolution II
Economic and other activities which affect the interests of the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “Economic and other activities which affect
the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories™,

Having examined the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples for 2020,!

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, as well as all its other
relevant resolutions, including, in particular, resolutions 46/181 of 19 December
1991, 55/146 of 8 December 2000 and 65/119 of 10 December 2010,

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administering Powers under the
Charter of the United Nations to promote the political, economic, social and
educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Territories under their
administration and to protect the human and natural resources of those Territories
against abuses,

Reaffirming also that any economic or other activity, including the use of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories for military activity, that has a negative impact on the
interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and on the exercise of
their right to self-determination in conformity with the Charter, General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) and the other relevant resolutions of the United Nations on
decolonization is contrary to the purposes and principles of the Charter,

Reaffirming further that the natural resources are the heritage of the peoples of
the Non-Self-Governing Territories, including the indigenous populations,

Taking into account its resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962 regarding
the sovereignty of peoples over their natural wealth and resources in accordance with
the Charter and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical location, size and
economic conditions of each Territory, and bearing in mind the need to promote the
stability, diversification and strengthening of the economy of each Territory,

Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small Territories to hurricanes,
natural phenomena or other extreme weather events and environmental degradation,

Reaffirming its deep concern at the number and scale of hurricanes, natural
phenomena or other extreme weather events and their devastating impact in 2017 in
the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the Caribbean Sea, resulting in the loss of life
and negative economic, social and environmental consequences for their vulnerable
societies and hampering the achievement of sustainable development in these
Territories, in particular in Anguilla, the British Virgin Islands, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the United States Virgin Islands, as well as in Puerto Rico, whose situation
is addressed in the Special Committee,

Stressing the importance of inclusiveness within the United Nations
development system and with respect to the implementation of relevant General
Assembly resolutions, including resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/75/23).
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“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, and
resolution 74/218 of 19 December 2019 on disaster risk reduction,

Conscious that foreign economic investment, when undertaken in collaboration
with the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and in accordance with their
wishes, could make a valid contribution to the socioeconomic development of the
Territories and to the exercise of their right to self-determination in accordance with
the relevant resolutions of the United Nations,

Concerned about any activities aimed at exploiting the natural and human
resources of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to the detriment of the interests of
the inhabitants of those Territories,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final documents of the successive
Conferences of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the
resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African
Union, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Caribbean Community,

1. Reaffirms the right of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories
to self-determination in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and with other relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, as well as their right to the enjoyment of their
natural resources and their right to dispose of those resources in their best interest;

2. Affirms the value of foreign economic investment undertaken in
collaboration with the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and in
accordance with their wishes in order to make a valid contribution to the
socioeconomic development of the Territories, especially during times of economic
and financial crisis;

3. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Powers under the Charter
to promote the political, economic, social and educational advancement of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, and also reaffirms the legitimate rights of their
peoples over their natural resources;

4.  Reaffirms its concern about any activities aimed at the exploitation of the
natural resources that are the heritage of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, including the indigenous populations, in the Caribbean, the Pacific and
other regions, and of their human resources, to the detriment of their interests, and in
such a way as to deprive them of their right to dispose of those resources;

5. Reaffirms the need to avoid any economic or other activities, including the
use of the Non-Self-Governing Territories for military activity, that adversely affect
the interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, and in this regard
reminds the administering Powers of their responsibility and accountability vis-a-vis
any detriment to the interests of the peoples of those Territories, in accordance with
relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization;

6.  Calls once again upon all Governments that have not yet done so to take,
in accordance with the relevant provisions of General Assembly resolution
2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, legislative, administrative or other measures in
respect of their nationals and the bodies corporate under their jurisdiction that own
and operate enterprises in the Non-Self-Governing Territories that are detrimental to
the interests of the inhabitants of those Territories, in order to put an end to such
enterprises;

7.  Calls upon the administering Powers to ensure that the exploitation of the
marine and other natural resources in the Non-Self-Governing Territories under their
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administration is not in violation of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and
does not adversely affect the interests of the peoples of those Territories;

8. Invites all Governments and organizations of the United Nations system to
take all possible measures to ensure that the permanent sovereignty of the peoples of
the Non-Self-Governing Territories over their natural resources is fully respected and
safeguarded in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations on
decolonization;

9.  Once again urges the administering Powers concerned to take effective
measures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable right of the peoples of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories to their natural resources and to establish and
maintain control over the future development of those resources, and requests the
administering Powers to take all steps necessary to protect the property rights of the
peoples of those Territories in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations on decolonization;

10. Calls upon the administering Powers concerned to ensure that no
discriminatory working conditions prevail in the Territories under their administration
and to promote in cach Territory a fair system of wages applicable to all the
inhabitants without any discrimination;

11. Also calls upon the administering Powers concerned to provide all the
necessary assistance to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories affected by
hurricanes, natural phenomena or other extreme weather events in order to alleviate
the humanitarian needs in the affected communities, support the recovery and
rebuilding efforts and enhance capabilities for emergency preparedness and risk
reduction;

12.  Encourages the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system and regional organizations to continue to provide assistance to the
Non-Self-Governing Territories affected by hurricanes, natural phenomena or other
extreme weather events and to formulate appropriate programmes to support
emergency response and recovery and rebuilding efforts, and requests the Secretary -
General to report to the General Assembly on this matter;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, through all means at his
disposal, to inform world public opinion of any activity that affects the exercise of
the right of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to self-determination
in conformity with the Charter, General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and the other
relevant resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization;

14.  Appeals to trade unions and non-governmental organizations, as well as
individuals, to continue their efforts to promote the economic well-being of the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, and also appeals to the media to
disseminate information about the developments in this regard;

15. Decides to follow the situation in the Non-Self-Governing Territories so
as to ensure that all economic activities in those Territories are aimed at strengthening
and diversifying their economies in the interest of their peoples, in particular the
indigenous populations, and at promoting the economic and financial viability of
those Territories

16. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to continue to examine this question and to report thereon to
the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session.
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Draft resolution I11

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated with the
United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated with the United Nations”,

Having also considered the report of the Secretary-General® and the report of
the Economic and Social Council? on the item,

Having examined the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples for 2020,3

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 1541 (XV) of
15 December 1960 and the resolutions of the Special Committee, as well as other
relevant resolutions and decisions, including, in particular, Economic and Social
Council resolutions 2018/18 of 3 July 2018 and 2019/27 of 23 July 2019,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final documents of the successive
Conferences of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the
resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African
Union, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Caribbean Community,

Conscious of the need to facilitate the implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in resolution
1514 (XV),

Noting that the large majority of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories
are small island Territories,

Welcoming the assistance extended to Non-Self-Governing Territories by certain
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system,

Welcoming also the participation in the capacity of observers of those Non-Self-
Governing Territories that are associate members of regional commissions in the
world conferences in the economic and social spheres, subject to the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with relevant resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations, including resolutions and decisions of the Assembly
and the Special Committee on specific Territories,

Noting that only some specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system have been involved in providing assistance to Non-Self-
Governing Territories,

Stressing that, because the development options of the small island Non-Self-
Governing Territories are limited, there are special challenges to planning for and
implementing sustainable development and that those Territories will be constrained
in meeting those challenges without the continuing cooperation and assistance of the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system,

L A/75/73.
2 E/2020/52/Rev.1.
8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/75/23).
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Stressing also the importance of securing the resources necessary for funding
expanded programmes of assistance for the peoples concerned and the need to enlist
the support of all major funding institutions within the United Nations system in that
regard,

Reaffirming the mandates of the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system to take all appropriate measures, within their respective
responsibilities, to ensure the full implementation of General Assembly resolution
1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions,

Expressing its appreciation to the African Union, the Pacific Islands Forum, the
Caribbean Community and other regional organizations for the continued cooperation
and assistance that they have extended to the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system in this regard,

Expressing its conviction that closer contacts and consultations between and
among the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
and regional organizations help to facilitate the effective formulation of programmes
of assistance to the peoples concerned,

Mindful of the imperative need to keep under continuous review the activities
of the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system in
the implementation of the various resolutions and decisions of the United Nations
relating to decolonization,

Bearing in mind the extremely fragile economies of the small island Non-Self-
Governing Territories and their vulnerability to natural disasters, such as hurricanes,
cyclones and sea level rise, and recalling the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 74/95 of 13 December 2019 on the implementation of
the Declaration by the specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global solidarity
to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020,
entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to face COVID-197,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;!

2. Recommends that all States intensify their efforts through the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system of which they are
members to ensure the full and effective implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

3.  Reaffirms that the specialized agencies and other organizations and
institutions of the United Nations system should continue to be guided by the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations in their efforts to contribute to the implementation
of the Declaration and all other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly;

4.  Also reaffirms that the recognition by the General Assembly, the Security
Council and other United Nations organs of the legitimacy of the aspirations of the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise their right to self-
determination entails, as a corollary, the extension of all appropriate assistance to
those peoples;

5.  Expresses its appreciation to those specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system that have continued to cooperate with the
United Nations and the regional and subregional organizations in the implementation
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of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the
United Nations, and requests all the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system to implement the relevant provisions of those resolutions;

6.  Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system to intensify their engagement with the work of the Special Committee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples as an important element for the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), including participation
in the regional seminars on decolonization, upon the invitation of the Special
Committee;

7.  Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system and international and regional organizations to examine and review
conditions in each Territory so as to take appropriate measures to accelerate progress
in the economic and social sectors of the Territories;

8.  Urges those specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system that have not yet provided assistance to Non-Self-Governing
Territories to do so as soon as possible;

9.  Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations and institutions
of the United Nations system and regional organizations to strengthen existing
measures of support and formulate appropriate programmes of assistance for the
remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, within the framework of their respective
mandates, in order to accelerate progress in the economic and social sectors of those
Territories;

10. Requests the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system concerned to provide information on:

(a) Environmental problems facing the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

(b) The impact of natural disasters, such as hurricanes and volcanic eruptions,
and other environmental problems, such as beach and coastal erosion and droughts,
on those Territories;

(c) Ways and means to assist the Territories to fight drug trafficking, money-
laundering and other illegal and criminal activities;

(d) TIllegal exploitation of the marine and other natural resources of the
Territories and the need to utilize those resources for the benefit of the peoples of the
Territories;

11. Recommends that the executive heads of the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system formulate, with the active cooperation of
the regional organizations concerned, concrete proposals for the full implementation
of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations and submit the proposals to their
governing and legislative organs;

12.  Also recommends that the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system continue to review at the regular meetings of their
governing bodies the implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and
other relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

13.  Recalls the adoption by the Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean of its resolution 574 (XXVII) of 16 May 1998,* calling for the
necessary mechanisms for its associate members, including Non-Self-Governing

IS

See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1998, Supplement No. 21 (E/1998/41),
sect. III.G.
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Territories, to participate in the special sessions of the General Assembly, subject to
the rules of procedure of the Assembly, to review and assess the implementation of
the plans of action of those United Nations world conferences in which the Territories
originally participated in the capacity of observer, and in the work of the Economic
and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies;

14.  Requests the Chair of the Special Committee to deepen cooperation with
the President of the Economic and Social Council on the identical agenda items of
both bodies on assistance to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, through regular
consultations, in accordance with relevant resolutions on decolonization;

15. Recalls the publication by the Department of Public Information and the
Department of Political Affairs of the Secretariat, in consultation with United Nations
agencies, funds and programmes and the Special Committee, of an information leaflet
on assistance programmes available to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, which
was updated for the United Nations website on decolonization, and requests its
continued updating and wide dissemination;

16. Welcomes the continuing efforts made by the United Nations Development
Programme in maintaining close liaison among the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, including the Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific, and in providing assistance to the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories;

17. Encourages the Non-Self-Governing Territories to take steps to establish
and/or strengthen disaster preparedness and management institutions and policies,
inter alia, with the assistance of the relevant specialized agencies;

18. Requests the administering Powers concerned to facilitate, when
appropriate, the participation of appointed and elected representatives of Non-Self-
Governing Territories in the relevant meetings and conferences of the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system, in accordance with
relevant resolutions and decisions of the United Nations, including resolutions and
decisions of the General Assembly and the Special Committee on specific Territories,
so that the Territories may benefit from the related activities of those agencies and
organizations;

19. Recommends that all Governments intensify their efforts through the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system of which
they are members to accord priority to the question of providing assistance to the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to assist the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system in working out
appropriate measures for implementing the relevant resolutions of the United Nations
and to prepare for submission to the relevant bodies, with the assistance of those
agencies and organizations, a report on the action taken in implementation of the
relevant resolutions, including the present resolution, since the circulation of his
previous report;

21. Commends the Economic and Social Council for its debate on this
question, and requests it to continue to consider and intensify its cooperation with the
Special Committee, with the aim of developing appropriate measures for the further
coordination of the policies and activities of the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system in implementing the relevant resolutions
of the General Assembly;
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22. Requests the specialized agencies to report annually to the Secretary-
General on the implementation of the present resolution;

23. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the present resolution to the
governing bodies of the appropriate specialized agencies and international institutions
associated with the United Nations so that those bodies may take the measures
necessary to implement it, and also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its seventy-fifth session on the implementation of the present
resolution;

24. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question and
to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session.
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Draft resolution IV
Question of American Samoa

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of American Samoa and examined the report of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for
2020,1

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on American
Samoa? and other relevant information,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territory are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the people
of American Samoa and in conformity with the clearly defined principles contained
in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 1541 (XV) of
15 December 1960 and other resolutions of the Assembly,

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,® there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including American Samoa,

Conscious of the importance of continuing the effective implementation of the
Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for the Second* and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspirations of the people of
American Samoa require flexible, practical and innovative approaches to the options
for self-determination, without any prejudice to territorial size, geographical location,
size of population or natural resources,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory should
continue to guide the development of their future political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the people,

Acknowledging the outcome of the referendum held on 6 November 2018, in
which the proposal to give the Fono, the Territory’s legislature, the authority to
override the Governor’s veto was rejected,

Concerned by the use and exploitation of the natural resources of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by the administering Powers for their benefit, by the use of the
Territories as international financial centres to the detriment of the world economy
and by the consequences of any economic activities of the administering Powers that
are contrary to the interests of the people of the Territories, as well as to resolution
1514 (XV),

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of the Territory must
take place with the active involvement and participation of the people of the Territory,
under the auspices of the United Nations, on a case-by-case basis, and that the views
of the people of American Samoa in respect of their right to self-determination should
be ascertained,

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/75/23).
2 A/AC.109/2020/1.

3 Resolution 1514 (XV).

4 A/56/61, annex.
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Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories at the
local and regional levels, including participation in the work of regional
organizations,

Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding
of the political status of the people of American Samoa and to fulfil its mandate
effectively, it is important for it to be apprised by the United States of America as the
administering Power and to receive information from other appropriate sources,
including the representatives of the Territory, concerning the wishes and aspirations
of the people of the Territory,

Aware of the importance both to American Samoa and to the Special Committee
of the participation of elected and appointed representatives of American Samoa in
the work of the Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure that the appropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a public awareness campaign aimed at
assisting the people of American Samoa with their inalienable right to self-
determination and in gaining a better understanding of the options for self-
determination, on a case-by-case basis,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, provides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate and that the regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean and the Pacific, is a crucial element
in the context of a United Nations programme for ascertaining the political status of
the Territories,

Recalling the Caribbean regional seminar on the theme “Implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: accelerating
decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic measures”, held by the
Special Committee in Grand Anse, Grenada, and hosted by the Government of
Grenada from 2 to 4 May 2019, as a significant and forward-looking event, which
enabled the participants to assess progress made and address challenges faced in the
decolonization process, review the existing working methods of the Committee and
renew its commitment to implementing its historic task,

Recalling also the importance of the conclusions and recommendations adopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the report of the Special Committee® and which
outline the findings of the seminar, including, especially, the way forward for the
decolonization process within the context of the proclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,®

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Food Programme, as well as regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Community, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Forum and the agencies
of the Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

S Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fourth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/74/23).
® See resolution 65/119.
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Recalling the statement made by a representative of the Governor of American
Samoa at the 2018 Pacific regional seminar,’

Recalling also the statement made by that representative in which he expressed
his view that the people of American Samoa were happy with the relationship with
the administering Power, which could be described as strong and healthy as well as
beneficial to the people and the Government of the Territory, and that the most
important benefit to American Samoa had been the protection of its indigenous rights
to the land as provided for in the Deeds of Cession,

Recalling further the statement made by the representative that the political
status of American Samoa as an unincorporated and unorganized territory of the
administering Power limited its ability to self-government and exposed it to decisions
made by the administering Power,

Recalling the statement by the representative that, while certain aspects of the
form of government of the Territory and its relationship with the administering Power
were challenging and in need of improvement, the solutions could be found within
the confines of the political and judicial systems of the administering Power and that
the territorial Government was pursuing legal actions to counteract the impact of
unfavourable federal actions and sought the international community’s tacit support,

Recalling also the information provided by the representative that the
Government of American Samoa intended to pursue additional funding from the
administering Power to maintain and expand the work of the Office of Political Status,
Constitutional Review and Federal Relations,

Aware of the work of the Future Political Status Study Commission, completed
in 2006, the release of its report, with recommendations, in January 2007 and the
creation of the American Samoa Constitutional Review Committee, as well as the
holding in June 2010 of the Territory’s fourth Constitutional Convention,

Recalling the decisions of the United States judiciary in which it dismissed a
lawsuit seeking a declaratory judgment that would have asserted that the citizenship
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States extended
to American Samoa, and taking note of the decision in which the petition for a writ
of certiorari was denied,®

Stressing the importance of regional ties for the development of a small island
Territory,

Recalling the elections held in the Territory in November 2018 to elect 20
members of the American Samoa House of Representatives and the delegate to the
United States House of Representatives,®

Recalling also its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global solidarity
to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020,
entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to face COVID-19”,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of American Samoa to self-
determination, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with General

" Available at www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/c24/regional-seminars/2018.

8 Decisions of the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, issued on 5 June and
2 October 2015, affirming the judgment of the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia, and of the Supreme Court of the United States on 13 June 2016.

° See A/AC.109/2019/1, paras. 7-8.
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Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of the decolonization of American
Samoa, there is no alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a
fundamental human right, as recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of American Samoa to
determine freely their future political status in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation
with the territorial Government and appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,
to develop political education programmes for the Territory in order to foster an
awareness among the people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

4.  Takes note of the work of the territorial Government with respect to
moving forward on political status, local autonomy and self-governance issues with
a view to making political and economic progress, and recalls the establishment in
April 2016 of the Office of Political Status, Constitutional Review and Federal
Relations;

5. Recalls the indication by the territorial Government that American Samoa
should remain on the list of Non-Self-Governing Territories, under the purview of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, until
such time as its people have exercised their right to self-determination;

6.  Also recalls the invitation extended in 2015 by the Governor of American
Samoa to the Special Committee to send a visiting mission to the Territory, calls upon
the administering Power to facilitate such a mission if the territorial Government so
desires, and requests the Chair of the Special Committee to take all the steps necessary
to that end;

7.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by facilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach efforts, consistent with Article 73 b of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon the relevant United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested;

8.  Stresses the importance of the Special Committee being apprised of the
views and wishes of the people of American Samoa and enhancing its understanding
of their conditions, including the nature and scope of the existing political and
constitutional arrangements between American Samoa and the administering Power;

9.  Calls upon the administering Power to participate in and cooperate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in order to implement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in order to advise the Committee
on the implementation of the provisions under Article 73 b of the Charter on efforts
to promote self-government in American Samoa, and encourages the administering
Power to facilitate visiting and special missions to the Territory;

10. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Power under the Charter
to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the cultural identity
of the Territory, and requests the administering Power to take steps to enlist and make
effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in
the strengthening of the economy of the Territory;
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11. Takes into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,?®
including the Sustainable Development Goals, stresses the importance of fostering
the economic and social sustainable development of the Territory by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for
all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development, while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration,
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges, and strongly
urges the administering Power to refrain from undertaking any kind of illicit, harmful
and unproductive activities, including the use of the Territory as an international
financial centre, that are not aligned with the interest of the people of the Territory;

12. Requests the Territory and the administering Power to take all measures
necessary to protect and conserve the environment of the Territory against any
degradation, and once again requests the specialized agencies concerned to monitor
environmental conditions in the Territory and to provide assistance to the Territory,
consistent with their prevailing rules of procedure;

13. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question of
American Samoa and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth
session and on the implementation of the present resolution.

10 Resolution 70/1.
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Draft resolution V
Question of Anguilla

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of Anguilla and examined the report of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for
2020,1

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on Anguilla? and
other relevant information,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territory are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the people
of Anguilla and in conformity with the clearly defined principles contained in General
Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 1541 (XV) of 15 December
1960 and other resolutions of the Assembly,

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,® there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including Anguilla,

Conscious of the importance of continuing the effective implementation of the
Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for the Second* and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspirations of the people of
Anguilla require flexible, practical and innovative approaches to the options for self-
determination, without any prejudice to territorial size, geographical location, size of
population or natural resources,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory should
continue to guide the development of their future political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the people,

Concerned by the use and exploitation of the natural resources of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by the administering Powers for their benefit, by the use of
the Territories as international financial centres to the detriment of the world
economy and by the consequences of any economic activities of the administering
Powers that are contrary to the interests of the people of the Territories, as well as to
resolution 1514 (XV),

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of the Territory must
take place with the active involvement and participation of the people of the Territory,
under the auspices of the United Nations, on a case-by-case basis, and that the views
of the people of Anguilla in respect of their right to self-determination should be
ascertained,

Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories at the
local and regional levels, including participation in the work of regional
organizations,

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/75/23).
2 A/AC.109/2020/2.

3 Resolution 1514 (XV).

4 A/56/61, annex.
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Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding
of the political status of the people of Anguilla and to fulfil its mandate effectively, it
is important for it to be apprised by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland as the administering Power and to receive information from other appropriate
sources, including the representatives of the Territory, concerning the wishes and
aspirations of the people of the Territory,

Aware of the importance both to Anguilla and to the Special Committee of the
participation of elected and appointed representatives of Anguilla in the work of the
Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure that the appropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a public awareness campaign aimed at
assisting the people of Anguilla with their inalienable right to self-determination and
in gaining a better understanding of the options for self-determination, on a case-by-
case basis,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, provides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate and that the regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean and the Pacific, is a crucial element
in the context of a United Nations programme for ascertaining the political status of
the Territories,

Recalling the Caribbean regional seminar on the theme “Implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: accelerating
decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic measures”, held by the
Special Committee in Grand Anse, Grenada, and hosted by the Government of
Grenada from 2 to 4 May 2019, as a significant and forward-looking event, which
enabled the participants to assess progress made and address challenges faced in the
decolonization process, review the existing working methods of the Committee and
renew its commitment to implementing its historic task,

Recalling also the importance of the conclusions and recommendations adopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the report of the Special Committee® and which
outline the findings of the seminar, including, especially, the way forward for the
decolonization process within the context of the proclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,®

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Food Programme, as well as regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Community, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Forum and the agencies
of the Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

Recalling that the first regional seminar held in a Non-Self-Governing Territory
was the 2003 Caribbean regional seminar in Anguilla, hosted by the territorial
Government with the cooperation of the administering Power,

S Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fourth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/74/23).
® See resolution 65/119.
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Noting with serious concern that the Territory last participated in the activities
of the Special Committee in 2012,

Aware of the follow-up meeting, held after the 2012 Pacific regional seminar,
between the Chair of the Special Committee and the Chief Minister of Anguilla, who
reiterated the urgent need for a visiting mission,

Recalling the decisions taken in 2011 to set up a drafting team to prepare a new
constitution and present it for public consultation in the Territory and the recent
efforts undertaken in that regard, including the establishment, in September 2015, of
a new Constitutional and Electoral Reform Committee to advance constitutional and
electoral reform, draft proposals for electoral and constitutional reforms submitted as
the draft constitution by the Committee in November 2016, as well as the revised
draft Constitution issued in March 2017 and presented to the Executive Council in
May 2017, and aware of the proposals made by the territorial Government to the
administering Power on amendments to the Constitution of Anguilla and of the
Anguilla Constitution (Amendment) Order 2019, which came into force in May 2019,

Noting the participation of the Territory as a member in the Caribbean Overseas
Countries and Territories Council and an associate member in the Caribbean
Community, the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States and the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,

Recalling with concern the devastating damage and impact caused in the
Territory by Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria in 2017,

Stressing the importance of regional ties for the development of a small island
Territory,

Noting the general elections that were held in June 2020,

Recalling its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global solidarity to
fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020,
entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to face COVID-197,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Anguilla to self-
determination, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of decolonization of Anguilla, there is
no alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a fundamental
human right, as recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of Anguilla to
determine freely their future political status in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation
with the territorial Government and appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,
to develop political education programmes for the Territory in order to foster an
awareness among the people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

4.  Welcomes the preparations made for a new constitution, urges that
constitutional discussions with the administering Power, including public
consultations, be concluded as soon as possible, and notes the first stage of
amendments to the Constitution, which came into force on 14 May 2019;
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5. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory in its current
efforts with regard to advancing the internal constitutional review exercise, if
requested;

6.  Stresses the importance of the previously expressed desire of the territorial
Government for a visiting mission by the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, calls upon the administering Power to facilitate such
a mission, if the territorial Government so desires, and requests the Chair of the
Special Committee to take all the steps necessary to that end;

7.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by facilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach efforts consistent with Article 73 b of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon the relevant United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested;

8.  Calls upon the administering Power to assist the territorial Government in
strengthening its commitments in the economic domain, including budgetary matters,
with regional support as needed and appropriate;

9.  Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in the work of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean;

10. Stresses that the Territory should continue to participate in the activities of
the Special Committee, including regional seminars, in order to provide the
Committee with up-to-date information regarding the decolonization process;

11.  Also stresses the importance of the Special Committee being apprised of
the views and wishes of the people of Anguilla and enhancing its understanding of
their conditions, including the nature and scope of the existing political and
constitutional arrangements between Anguilla and the administering Power;

12.  Calls upon the administering Power to participate in and cooperate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in order to implement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in order to advise the Committee
on the implementation of the provisions under Article 73 b of the Charter on efforts
to promote self-government in Anguilla, and encourages the administering Power to
facilitate visiting and special missions to the Territory;

13.  Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Power under the Charter
to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the cultural identity
of the Territory, and requests the administering Power to take steps to enlist and make
effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in
the strengthening of the economy of the Territory;

14.  Takes into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,’
including the Sustainable Development Goals, stresses the importance of fostering
the economic and social sustainable development of the Territory by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for
all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development, while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration,
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges, and strongly
urges the administering Power to refrain from undertaking any kind of illicit, harmful
and unproductive activities, including the use of the Territory as an international
financial centre, that are not aligned with the interest of the people of the Territory;

" Resolution 70/1.
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15. Requests the Territory and the administering Power to take all measures
necessary to protect and conserve the environment of the Territory against any
degradation, and once again requests the specialized agencies concerned to monitor
environmental conditions in the Territory and to provide assistance to the Territory,
consistent with their prevailing rules of procedure;

16. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power, the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system and regional organizations to
provide all the assistance necessary to the Territory, support the recovery and
rebuilding efforts and enhance capabilities for emergency preparedness and risk
reduction, in particular in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria that
impacted the Territory in 2017;

17. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question of
Anguilla and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session
and on the implementation of the present resolution.
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Draft resolution VI
Question of Bermuda

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of Bermuda and examined the report of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for
2020,1

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on Bermuda? and
other relevant information,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territory are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the people
of Bermuda and in conformity with the clearly defined principles contained in
General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 1541 (XV) of
15 December 1960 and other resolutions of the Assembly,

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,® there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including Bermuda,

Conscious of the importance of continuing the effective implementation of the
Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for the Second* and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspirations of the people of
Bermuda require flexible, practical and innovative approaches to the options for self-
determination, without any prejudice to territorial size, geographical location, size of
population or natural resources,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory should
continue to guide the development of their future political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the people,

Concerned by the use and exploitation of the natural resources of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by the administering Powers for their benefit, by the use of
the Territories as international financial centres to the detriment of the world
economy and by the consequences of any economic activities of the administering
Powers that are contrary to the interests of the people of the Territories, as well as to
resolution 1514 (XV),

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of the Territory must
take place with the active involvement and participation of the people of the Territory,
under the auspices of the United Nations, on a case-by-case basis, and that the views
of the people of Bermuda in respect of their right to self-determination should be
ascertained,

Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories at the
local and regional levels, including participation in the work of regional
organizations,

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fifth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/75/23).
2 A/AC.109/2020/3.

3 Resolution 1514 (XV).
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Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding
of the political status of the people of Bermuda and to fulfil its mandate effectively,
it is important for it to be apprised by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland as the administering Power and to receive information from other
appropriate sources, including the representatives of the Territory, concerning the
wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory,

Aware of the importance both to Bermuda and to the Special Committee of the
participation of elected and appointed representatives of Bermuda in the work of the
Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure that the appropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a public awareness campaign aimed at
assisting the people of Bermuda with their inalienable right to self-determination and
in gaining a better understanding of the options for self-determination, on a case-by-
case basis,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, provides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate and that the regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean and the Pacific, is a crucial element
in the context of a United Nations programme for ascertaining the political status of
the Territories,

Recalling the Caribbean regional seminar on the theme “Implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: accelerating
decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic measures”, held by the
Special Committee in Grand Anse, Grenada, and hosted by the Government of
Grenada from 2 to 4 May 2019, as a significant and forward-looking event, which
enabled the participants to assess progress made and address challenges faced in the
decolonization process, review the existing working methods of the Committee and
renew its commitment to implementing its historic task,

Recalling also the importance of the conclusions and recommendations adopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the report of the Special Committee® and which
outline the findings of the seminar, including, especially, the way forward for the
decolonization process within the context of the proclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,®

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Food Programme, as well as regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Community, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Forum and the agencies
of the Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

Recalling the statement made by the Deputy Premier, as a representative of the
Government of Bermuda, at the 2019 Caribbean regional seminar,’

S Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-fourth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/74/23).
® See resolution 65/119.
" Available at www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/c24/regional-seminars/2019.
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Welcoming the re-engagement of the Territory with the Special Committee in
2019,

Recalling the dispatch of the United Nations special mission to Bermuda in
2005, at the request of the territorial Government and with the concurrence of the
administering Power, which provided information to the people of the Territory on
the role of the United Nations in the process of self-determination, on the legitimate
political status options as clearly defined in General Assembly resolution 1541 (XV)
and on the experiences of other small States that have achieved a full measure of self-
government,

Stressing the importance of good governance, transparency and accountability
in the Territory,

Stressing also the importance of regional ties for the development of a small
island Territory,

Recalling the extension by the administering Power to Bermuda of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women? in
March 2017,

Recalling also the general elections that were held in July 2017,°

Recalling further its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global
solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April
2020, entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines,
vaccines and medical equipment to face COVID-19”,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Bermuda to self-
determination, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of decolonization of Bermuda, there is
no alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a fundamental
human right, as recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of Bermuda to
determine freely their future political status in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation
with the territorial Government and appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,
to develop political education programmes for the Territory in order to foster an
awareness among the people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

4.  Stresses the importance of the 2005 report of the Bermuda Independence
Commission, which provides a thorough examination of the facts surrounding
independence, and continues to regret that the plans for public meetings and the
presentation of a Green Paper to the House of Assembly followed by a White Paper
outlining the policy proposals for an independent Bermuda have so far not
materialized;

5.  Underlines the need further to strengthen good governance, transparency
and accountability in government for the benefit of the Territory;

8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.
® See A/AC.109/2018/3, para. 4.
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6.  Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by facilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach efforts, consistent with Article 73 b of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon the relevant United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested;

7. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in the work of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean;

8.  Stresses that the Territory should continue to participate in the activities of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
including regional seminars, in order to provide the Committee with up-to-date
information regarding the decolonization process;

9.  Also stresses the importance of the Special Committee being apprised of
the views and wishes of the people of Bermuda and enhancing its understanding of
their conditions, including the nature and scope of the existing political and
constitutional arrangements between Bermuda and the administering Power;

10. Calls upon the administering Power to participate in and cooperate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in order to implement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in order to advise the Committee
on the implementation of the provisions under Article 73 b of the Charter on efforts
to promote self-government in Bermuda, and encourages the administering Power to
facilitate visiting and special missions to the Territory;

11.  Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Power under the Charter
to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the cultural identity
of the Territory, and requests the administering Power to take steps to enlist and make
effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in
the strengthening of the economy of the Territory;

12. Takes into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,?®

including the Sustainable Development Goals, stresses the importance of fostering
the economic and social sustainable development of the Territory by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for
all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development, while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration,
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges, and strongly
urges the administering Power to refrain from undertaking any kind of illicit, harmful
and unproductive activities, including the use of the Territory as an international
financial centre, that are not aligned with the interest of the people of the Territory;

13. Requests the Territory and the administering Power to take all measures
necessary to protect and conserve the environment of the Territory against any
degradation, and once again requests the specialized agencies concerned to monitor
environmental conditions in the Territory and to provide assistance to the Territory,
consistent with their prevailing rules of procedure;

14. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question of
Bermuda and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session
and on the implementation of the present resolution.

10 Resolution 70/1.
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Draft resolution VII
Question of the British Virgin Islands

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of the British Virgin Islands and examined the
report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
for 2020,!

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on the British
Virgin Islands? and other relevant information,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territory are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the people
of the British Virgin Islands and in conformity with the clearly defined principles
contained in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960 and other resolutions of the Assembly,

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,® there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including the British Virgin Islands,

Conscious of the importance of continuing the effective implementation of the
Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for the Second* and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspirations of the people of
the British Virgin Islands require flexible, practical and innovative approaches to the
options for self-determination, without any prejudice to territorial size, geographical
location, size of population or natural resources,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory should
continue to guide the development of their future political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the people,

Concerned by the use and exploitation of the natural resources of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by the administering Powers for their benefit, by the use of
the Territories as international financial centres to the detriment of the world
economy and by the consequences of any economic activities of the administering
Powers that are contrary to the interests of the people of the Territories, as well as to
resolution 1514 (XV),

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of the Territory must
take place with the active involvement and participation of the people of the Territory,
under the auspices of the United Nations, on a case-by-case basis, and that the views
of the people of the British Virgin Islands in respect of their right to self-determination
should be ascertained,

Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories at the
local and regional levels, including participation in the work of regional
organizations,
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Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding
of the political status of the people of the British Virgin Islands and to fulfil its
mandate effectively, it is important for it to be apprised by the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the administering Power and to receive
information from other appropriate sources, including the representatives of the
Territory, concerning the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory,

Aware of the importance both to the British Virgin Islands and to the Special
Committee of the participation of elected and appointed representatives of the British
Virgin Islands in the work of the Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure that the appropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a public awareness campaign aimed at
assisting the people of the British Virgin Islands with their inalienable right to self-
determination and in gaining a better understanding of the options for self-
determination, on a case-by-case basis,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, provides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate and that the regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean and the Pacific, is a crucial element
in the context of a United Nations programme for ascertaining the political status of
the Territories,

Recalling the Caribbean regional seminar on the theme “Implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: accelerating
decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic measures”, held by the
Special Committee in Grand Anse, Grenada, and hosted by the Government of
Grenada from 2 to 4 May 2019, as a significant and forward-looking event, which
enabled the participants to assess progress made and address challenges faced in the
decolonization process, review the existing working methods of the Committee and
renew its commitment to implementing its historic task,

Recalling also the importance of the conclusions and recommendations adopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the report of the Special Committee® and which
outline the findings of the seminar, including, especially, the way forward for the
decolonization process within the context of the proclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,®

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Food Programme, as well as regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Community, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Forum and the agencies
of the Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

Recalling the statement made by the Premier, as a representative of the
Government of the British Virgin Islands, at the 2019 Caribbean regional seminar,’
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Welcoming the re-engagement of the Territory with the Special Committee in
2019,

Recalling the invitation extended by the Premier of the British Virgin Islands to
the Special Committee to send a visiting mission to the Territory,

Stressing the importance of regional ties for the development of a small island
Territory,

Cognizant of the Territory’s membership in the Caribbean Overseas Countries
and Territories Council,

Recalling with concern the devastating damage and impact caused in the
Territory by Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria in 2017,

Recalling the general elections that were held in February 2019,8

Recalling also its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global solidarity
to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020,
entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to face COVID-197,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the British Virgin Islands
to self-determination, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of decolonization of the British Virgin
Islands, there is no alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a
fundamental human right, as recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of the British Virgin
Islands to determine freely their future political status in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation
with the territorial Government and appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,
to develop political education programmes for the Territory in order to foster an
awareness among the people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

4.  Recalls the 2007 Constitution of the British Virgin Islands, and stresses
the importance of continued discussions on constitutional matters, to accord greater
responsibility to the territorial Government for the effective implementation of the
Constitution and increased levels of education relating to constitutional matters;

5. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by facilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach efforts, consistent with Article 73 b of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon the relevant United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested;

6. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in the work of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,;

7.  Stresses that the Territory should continue to participate in the activities of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
including regional seminars, in order to provide the Committee with up-to-date
information regarding the decolonization process;

8 See A/AC.109/2019/4, para. 3.
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8.  Also stresses the importance of the Special Committee being apprised of
the views and wishes of the people of the British Virgin Islands and enhancing its
understanding of their conditions, including the nature and scope of the existing
political and constitutional arrangements between the British Virgin Islands and the
administering Power;

9.  Calls upon the administering Power to participate in and cooperate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in order to implement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in order to advise the Committee
on the implementation of the provisions under Article 73 b of the Charter on efforts
to promote self-government in the British Virgin Islands, and encourages the
administering Power to facilitate visiting and special missions to the Territory;

10. Also calls upon the administering Power to facilitate a visiting mission to
the Territory, and requests the Chair of the Special Committee to take all the steps
necessary to that end;

11.  Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Power under the Charter
to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the cultural identity
of the Territory, and requests the administering Power to take steps to enlist and make
effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in
the strengthening of the economy of the Territory;

12. Takes into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,®
including the Sustainable Development Goals, stresses the importance of fostering
the economic and social sustainable development of the Territory by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for
all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development, while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration,
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges, and strongly
urges the administering Power to refrain from undertaking any kind of illicit, harmful
and unproductive activities, including the use of the Territory as an international
financial centre, that are not aligned with the interest of the people of the Territory;

13. Requests the Territory and the administering Power to take all measures
necessary to protect and conserve the environment of the Territory against any
degradation, and once again requests the specialized agencies concerned to monitor
environmental conditions in the Territory and to provide assistance to the Territory,
consistent with their prevailing rules of procedure;

14. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power, the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system and regional organizations to
provide all the necessary assistance to the Territory, support the recovery and
rebuilding efforts and enhance capabilities for emergency preparedness and risk
reduction, in particular in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria that
impacted the Territory in 2017;

15.  Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question of the
British Virgin Islands and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-
sixth session and on the implementation of the present resolution.

9 Resolution 70/1.
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Draft resolution VIII
Question of the Cayman Islands

The General Assembly,

Having considered the question of the Cayman Islands and examined the report
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for
2020,1

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on the Cayman
Islands? and other relevant information,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territory are
valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the people
of the Cayman Islands and in conformity with the clearly defined principles contained
in General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 1541 (XV) of
15 December 1960 and other resolutions of the Assembly,

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,® there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including the Cayman Islands,

Conscious of the importance of continuing the effective implementation of the
Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United Nations to eradicate
colonialism by 2020 and the plans of action for the Second* and Third International
Decades for the Eradication of Colonialism,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the aspirations of the people of
the Cayman Islands require flexible, practical and innovative approaches to the
options for self-determination, without any prejudice to territorial size, geographical
location, size of population or natural resources,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory should
continue to guide the development of their future political status and that
referendums, free and fair elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the people,

Concerned by the use and exploitation of the natural resources of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories by the administering Powers for their benefit, by the use of
the Territories as international financial centres to the detriment of the world
economy and by the consequences of any economic activities of the administering
Powers that are contrary to the interests of the people of the Territories, as well as to
resolution 1514 (XV),

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of the Territory must
take place with the active involvement and participation of the people of the Territory,
under the auspices of the United Nations, on a case-by-case basis, and that the views
of the people of the Cayman Islands in respect of their right to self-determination
should be ascertained,

Noting the continued cooperation of the Non-Self-Governing Territories at the
local and regional levels, including participation in the work of regional
organizations,
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Mindful that, in order for the Special Committee to enhance its understanding
of the political status of the people of the Cayman Islands and to fulfil its mandate
effectively, it is important for it to be apprised by the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland as the administering Power and to receive information from
other appropriate sources, including the representatives of the Territory, concerning
the wishes and aspirations of the people of the Territory,

Aware of the importance both to the Cayman Islands and to the Special
Committee of the participation of elected and appointed representatives of the
Cayman Islands in the work of the Committee,

Recognizing the need for the Special Committee to ensure that the appropriate
bodies of the United Nations actively pursue a public awareness campaign aimed at
assisting the people of the Cayman Islands with their inalienable right to self-
determination and in gaining a better understanding of the options for self-
determination, on a case-by-case basis,

Mindful, in that connection, that the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, provides a helpful means for
the Special Committee to fulfil its mandate and that the regional nature of the
seminars, which alternate between the Caribbean and the Pacific, is a crucial element
in the context of a United Nations programme for ascertaining the political status of
the Territories,

Recalling the Caribbean regional seminar on the theme “Implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: accelerating
decolonization through renewed commitment and pragmatic measures”, held by the
Special Committee in Grand Anse, Grenada, and hosted by the Government of
Grenada from 2 to 4 May 2019, as a significant and forward-looking event, which
enabled the participants to assess progress made and address challenges faced in the
decolonization process, review the existing working methods of the Committee and
renew its commitment to implementing its historic task,

Recalling also the importance of the conclusions and recommendations adopted
by the seminar, which are annexed to the report of the Special Committee® and which
outline the findings of the seminar, including, especially, the way forward for the
decolonization process within the context of the proclamation by the General
Assembly of the period 2011-2020 as the Third International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism,®

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Food Programme, as well as regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Community, the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Pacific Islands Forum and the agencies
of the Council of Regional Organizations in the Pacific,

Recalling the statement made by the honorary representative of the territorial
Government at the 2010 Pacific regional seminar held in Nouméa,’
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Noting with serious concern that the Territory last participated in the activities
of the Special Committee in 2010,

Aware of the work, in accordance with the 2009 Constitution, of the
Constitutional Commission, which serves as an advisory body on constitutional
matters, and aware also that the territorial Government proposed constitutional
changes to the administering Power,

Stressing the importance of regional ties for the development of a small island
Territory,

Cognizant of the Territory’s membership in the Caribbean Overseas Countries
and Territories Council,

Recalling the general election that was held in May 2017,8

Recalling also its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, entitled “Global solidarity
to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, and 74/274 of 20 April 2020
entitled “International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and
medical equipment to face COVID-197,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the Cayman Islands to self-
determination, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2. Also reaffirms that, in the process of decolonization of the Cayman Islands,
there is no alternative to the principle of self-determination, which is also a
fundamental human right, as recognized under the relevant human rights conventions;

3. Further reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of the Cayman Islands
to determine freely their future political status, in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation
with the territorial Government and appropriate bodies of the United Nations system,
to develop political education programmes for the Territory in order to foster an
awareness among the people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
the legitimate political status options, based on the principles clearly defined in
Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) and other relevant resolutions and decisions;

4.  Recalls the 2009 Constitution of the Cayman Islands, and stresses the
importance of the work of the Constitutional Commission, including its work on
human rights education;

5. Requests the administering Power to assist the Territory by facilitating its
work concerning public educational outreach efforts, consistent with Article 73 b of
the Charter, and in that regard calls upon the relevant United Nations organizations
to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested;

6. Welcomes the active participation of the Territory in the work of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,;

7.  Stresses that the Territory should continue to participate in the activities of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
including regional seminars, in order to provide the Committee with up-to-date
information regarding the decolonization process;

8 See A/AC.109/2018/5, para. 3.
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8.  Also stresses the importance of the Special Committee being apprised of
the views and wishes of the people of the Cayman Islands and enhancing its
understanding of their conditions, including the nature and scope of the existing
political and constitutional arrangements between the Cayman Islands and the
administering Power;

9. Calls upon the administering Power to participate in and cooperate fully
with the work of the Special Committee in order to implement the provisions of
Article 73 e of the Charter and the Declaration and in order to advise the Committee
on the implementation of the provisions under Article 73 b of the Charter on efforts
to promote self-government in the Cayman Islands, and encourages the administering
Power to facilitate visiting and special missions to the Territory;

10. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Power under the Charter
to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the cultural identity
of the Territory, and requests the administering Power to take steps to enlist and make
effective use of all possible assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in
the strengthening of the economy of the Territory;

11. Takes into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,®
including the Sustainable Development Goals, stresses the importance of fostering
the economic and social sustainable development of the Territory by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for
all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social
development and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustainable management
of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, social and
human development, while facilitating ecosystem conservation, regeneration,
restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges, and strongly
urges the administering Power to refrain from undertaking any kind of illicit, harmful
and unproductive activities, including the use of the Territory as an international
financial centre, that are not aligned with the interest of the people of the Territory;

12.  Requests the Territory and the administering Power to take all measures
necessary to protect and conserve the environment of the Territory against any
degradation, and once again requests the specialized agencies concerned to monitor
environmental conditions in the Territory and to provide assistance to the Territory,
consistent with their prevailing rules of procedure;

13. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question of the
Cayman Islands and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth
session and on the implementation of the present resolution.

9 Resolution 70/1.
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Draft resolution IX
Question of French Polynesia

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of French Polynesia,

Having examined the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples for 2020,!

Taking note of the working paper prepared by the Secretariat on French
Polynesia? and other relevant information,

Reaffirming the right of peoples to self-determination, as enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations and in accordance with all relevant resolutions,
including General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and
1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960,

Recalling its resolution 67/265 of 17 May 2013, entitled “Self-determination of
French Polynesia”, in which it affirmed the inalienable right of the people of French
Polynesia to self-determination and independence in accordance with Chapter XI of
the Charter and its resolution 1514 (XV), recognized that French Polynesia remains
a Non-Self-Governing Territory within the meaning of the Charter and declared that
an obligation exists under Article 73 e of the Charter on the part of the Government
of France, as the administering Power of the Territory, to transmit information on
French Polynesia,

Taking note of the section related to French Polynesia of the Final Document of
the Eighteenth Summit of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held in Baku on 25 and 26 October 2019,3

Expressing concern that 60 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,* there still remain
17 Non-Self-Governing Territories, including French Polynesia,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination of the Territories
are valid as long as they are in accordance with the freely expr