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Note by the Secretariat: The following memorandum dated

21 February 1950 from the Council of the ishkenasic Jewish ‘
Comminity, Jerusalem concerning the future status of
Jerusalem was received by ths President of the Trusteeship

Council and is hereby circulated to the members of the Council.

"The Council of the Ashkenazic Jewish Community of Jerusalem has the
honour to submit this memorandum in cennection with the decision about to be
téken by your exalted Committee to settle the fgture status of the Holy City,
and we crave your earnest attention to our demands and suggestions which
affect the lives and the conscience of thousands of orthodgx Jews resident

in Jerusalem,

FOUNDATION

The Ashkenazic Jewish Community is a link with the Yishuv of Old Jerusalem
established over 100 years ago as a spiritual entity. After the first World War
it was re-established under the leadership of the then Chief Rabbi Joseph Hayim
Sonnenfeld on whose death the leadership passed to the late Chief Rabbi Joseph
Zvi Dushinsky. The present spiritual head of the Community is Rabbi Selig

Reuven Benghis.
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The Community is made up of orthodox Jews who are content to live here as
our parents lived here hefore us for maeny generations, and desire no’ change.
The Community's dcily life is based on the laws and teachings of the holy Torzh
(Jewish Laws) which is strictly adhered to in every respect. No trimmings,
political or otherwise, Are sought or wanted. With the immigration of orthodox
Jews from-.abroad many have joined the Commnity so thot we now number some
30,000 sculs. )

The Council of the Ashkenazic Jewish Comﬁhnity of Jerusalem takes care of
our spiritual needs by the provision of Riabbis, Rabbiniezl Courts competent to
decide questions of Jewish law and personal status, ritual sloughter of meat,
dietary (Kashrut) requirements and family purity, synagogues, burizl, etc.,

«nd ere looked upon as the suprene &hthority over orthodox Jews in the Holy
Land,

The nshkenzzic Jewish Comrunity hos its own .separate system of education
for its members. .4 purely theologiccl educatioﬁ whose directors and tecchers
heve no politicel or purty affiliations whitsoever. Our Comrmnity elso menzge
their own hospitals, orphancges, Talrmdicel schools t¢nd colleges, relief organ-

isctions ond social welfiure - ¢1l under strictly orthodox Jews to serve the

Commnity.

CLaliiS aND Dl inNp3

At this vitel point ih our existence, we approach Your Honours in‘fhe ncme
of the thoustcnds of orthodox Jer, long resident in Jerusaiem,.nanbers‘of our
. Community, and cppecl to you‘t§ secure the inclusioﬁ of the following demands
within the frumework of'the future Constitution of Jeruszlern.
Our demunds oy be divided into two categoriegz Special and Geﬁeral.
Speciel clains ares-~
I. Rights und powers of the Council of ashkenazic Jews in Jerusalem.
II. Recognition of the Rebbinical Council of ashkenazie Jews. |
III. * Absolute freedom of religious educution.
General claims cre:~
IV. Jerusclem be proclaimed o Holy City.
V. Constitution of the sunicipelity.
VI. The Holy Places. -

VII. Freedon of business wnd trzde,
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We will now deal with each demand separately,

I. Rights and Powers of the Council of n~shkenazic Jewss

For reesons of religion and conscience, orthodox Jews are separately
organised and represented by the above Counc1l, Under the llandate when the
Zionists were of ficially recogniéed as the Knesseth Israel represented by the
Vaad Leumi (Netional Council), orthodox Jews opted'out of" the recognised Knesseth
Israel and would have~no connection with them., and since every attempt to compel
us to join them in any matter whatsocever is regarded as a violation of religious
freedom, we hcve the honour to claim -

(e) That the ashkenazic Jewish Cormunity be given recoghition as a
separate religious community and granted complete autonomy so as
to be totally independent.

(b) Only the elected representctives of the: ashkenazic Jewish Conmunity

to be recognised as having cuthority to represent the Comrunity and

to speck and act on its behalf in all matters.

(c) To make possible cnd ecsy the sepcrate requlrements of the ushkenaz1c

Jewish Community in matters of buricl cond ritual slaughter of meat.

(d) That power be given to the Council to impose 2nd collect texes from the

members of the Corrmnity for the conduct of the Community'!s affezirs,

IT, Recognition of Rabbinical Council of the ashkenczic Jewish Community

As tlrecdy mentioned, the Cormmunity h;skc separcte Rabbinical Council

which exercises jurisdiction over the members, the present head being Rabbil

Z.R, Benghis, 'We claims |

(a) Recognition of our Rubbiniccl Council as the competent cuthority to deal
with every religious questlon cffecting members of the Comrunity.,

(b) Recognition of the legal vclidity of Rebbiﬁical decrees ond judgnents
in nmatters of merricge cand divorce,

(¢) Only the Iebbinicil Council, is coupetent to pass judgment in natters
of personcl status affecting members of thevCommunity.

(d) Authority be given to the Rebbinieczl Court to decl with und execute
wills and ©1) motters connected with bequests to public charities ond
institutions for the benefit of the Corvunity.

(e) Earnest ond serious considerction be given to tﬁe requests of the Rabbiniecol
Council for the import of food declired by them to be rituvlly pure (Kosher)
so that the Ashkenczic Jewish Corrmnity may :lso enjoy 9nd benefit from

food imported.
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IITI, Freedon of Religious Educc.tion:

The grezt Trlrmdicel stges who loid down the s&sten for religious education
in the Holy City over & hundred yecrs ogo purposely imposed limits ond restrictions
which, in their wisdom, they knew to be essential, The nenbers of the ashkenczic
Jewish Comrmnity huve no recson to doubt the wisdort and foresight of the originc-
tors and, desiring no chinge, to this doy strictly cdhere to the systenm then
1cid down tnd will not devizte from it one step. We therefore derund thet Your
Honours secure the absolute freedorn of educction to orthodox Jews, that our
systen be conducted by our trusted ones and be cltogether free of intervention
from any other body whetsoever :¢nd that we be under ho obligation to follow any
other edueationol progromme. That our pupils cnd students be exenpt from the
provisions of cny educ:tion lcows that moy be poassed either by the Government or
by the ilunicipzlity. Our religious educationcl institutions to be the sole
concern of the Council nd neither Government nor luniciprlity to purticipote
in their ecdministrotion.

IV, Proeleometion of Jerusclen os a Holy City

The City of Jerusclen is sacred to millions of people tll over the world,
We therefore huve the honour to request thot Jerusclem be proclairned to 21l the
world A CITY OF HOLINESS aND RELIGION. That this City be more inter-religious
than international, i.e. thot 21l nations should understund cnd agree thot
Jerusalém is o plece dedicoted to WORSHIP :nd is outside ©ll politictl consi-
derations whatsoever,- With this end in view, we. suggest:
(2) That Your Honours decide thct Jerusclen is outside every matter

connec¢ted with politiecs cnd perties und for her well known and

acknowledged scnctity is to becorie ¢ corner of the Globe within

whose -confines there shall clweys be Pezce, To prohibit in this.

City the noise of ccnnon, sword and gﬁnfire, end to secure that

Jeruselem shcll not be concerned or affected in cny way in the

event of hostilities or warfare occurring elsewhere. st least in

the Holy City let the pbophetic word in the Bible come truei-

That one nation shzll not roise the sword against the other.
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(b) To meke wasy by every possible neans the pursuit and service of
religion and to séfeguard religious freedonm znd séntiment, so thet
orthodox Jews may fulfil their religiéus duties in the finest menner;
and to ensure that no laws are passed which contein provisions
that are contrary, however little, to religious freedon.

(¢) To prohibit in the Holy City everything which openly violates reli-
gion and all deeds contrary to sanctity and decorum, i.e. dressing
indecorously and immodestly, abandoned dencing, nixed swiﬁhing baths,
etc., and to declare the violotion of religion and decorum a breach
of the pcace, the offender being punishable as a disturber of the peace.

(d) To permit the settlement in Jerusalenm of orthodox Rabbis and religious
people, Talmudic students, and elderly persons of 50 years and upwards

who desire to spend their old ege in an atmosphere of decorum ond reli-

gious devotion. v '

V. Constitution of the Municipality:

The lmunicipality should cover all the inhdbitants of the éity, of every
religion, so that there may be harmony end co-operation in every domestic matter
of common interest to all, In this connection we demeand:- .

(2) That there should be only one Municipality embracing the whole City.
(b) Its powers shall be confined to domestic mattcrs only, - i.e. provision
and maintenance of roads, water supply, electricity, etec, '
(¢) The Hunicipelity shall have no concern with matters of education and
learning. Eéery community to be free to conduct its own education
according to its religious teachingAand conéciénce.
(d) The powers of the ifunicipality to impose and collect taxes should
be restricted to the collection of taxes required for the meintenance
~of the City's domestic needs, and should have no power to collect taxes
for education, learning, or any reiigious or other matters,
(e) The right of vating and election to the Municipality, whether uetive
or passive, should be'given only to men, and not to women, in order

that Jewish religious sentiment mey be respected.

. 3 .

VI, The Holy Piaces:

(2) There should be free access to Jews from all over the world to a2ll our

Holy Places. These are:- The Western (Wailing) Wall, Tomb of Hother
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Rachel, Tomb of the Prophet Zachariyeh, Tombs of the Prophets,

Tomb of the Prophetess Huldah, Tornb of Simon the Just ond the

Tombs of the Sanhedrin, Tombs of the Royzl House of Devid, Jewish

Cemetery on the rount of Olives, the holy synagogues in the Old City.
(b) To count &s holy places 211 houses of worship, of Torah study,

Yeshivoth (Theological Seninzries), religious schools, cemetaries,

VII, Freedom of Business’and Trede:

To create hermony end to avoid division, querrels and envy among the in-
hubitants of the Holy City, we suggest:

(2) To secure the freedom of all business, import and export, and all
ltrade in a normel manner end to prohibit monopolies of any ond
every kind,

(b) -To ensure a genersl progremme cof import eond export frce for all.
In the event of the City being divided into Zones (to which we
arc opposed), we request that the Ashkenazic Jewish Cormunity be
allotted a specific share directly and should not be zttached to
or dependent upcn any other body.

(¢) The free pursuit of work and trade. There should be no power
Eiven anywhere to compel a worker or tradesman to belong to any
perticuler orgenisation. Every personrshould hazve the right to -

work and earn ot will and in peace,

We believe that Your Henours will find in our claims ond suggestions 2 way

to secure the peace énd happiness of all inhabitants of Jeruselem end safeguard .
ithe free exercise of rcligious leerning and serviée. Should you succeed in
realising this, you will have made possible the peaceful living ond development
of thousands of Jews who steunchly believe in the holines§ of Jerusalem and
whose families have been resident here for meny generctions,

We hope end pray that Your Honours will give due weight to our demonds and
will pass judgment thereon inh the spirit of justice and understanding; our sole
2im being to reise and uplift the divine glory, the senctity and beauty of the
Holy City. ) |

' In the hope that you will see¢ your way to fuifil our claims and accept our
suggestions, we have *the honcur to sign ourselves, with the highest respect
(signed) Rabbi Eliahu N. Porusch-Glickmen
' “Vice President of the Council."





