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Statement dated 14 February 1950 of the Committee 
for the Arab Property Owners in Jerusalem. 

Note by the Secretariat: Th~ following statement of the 

"Committee for the Arab Prop~rty Owners in JerU'Salem" dated 

14 February 1950 was receiv~d by the President of the 

Trusteeship Council and is.hereby circulated to the members 

of the Council. 

11Sho1.1ld the inbrnationalization scheme of the United Nations be 

implemented in Jerusalem, the hrab po;mlation would be ready to co-operate 

with the authorities and with other sectors of the population of Jerusalem -

including the Jews who would be ready to abide by the international rule -

for the welfare and progress of the International City of Jerusalem." 

, ..... ORGi\.r,IZ TION: 

2. ESTABLISHiD: 

11 C0hh.ITTE~ FOR TH.l:!. AR1lB PrlOl::_~rlTY O NirtS IN 
Ji .. :WS1-1.L.uM" 

On 14 November 1949, at a general and representa~

tive meeting held at the headquarters of the 

· Arab Chamber of Com.,erce in Jerusalem (Old City),  
J. BACKG1iOUND ,:,ND 

MP.tt.t.:S LTATION: 
The Arab owners of movable and :Lmnovable pro

perties in the Jewish-held area of Jerusalam had 

refrained from taking any organized action befor,

because of the proposed internationaliz,.tion 
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4, EL~CTI;D fu;?RESENTATIVES: 

5. i.IMS ,.NO PURTJQSES: 

scheme for Jerusalem. However, when it became 

apparent th'.1t there was a strong tendency ,to 

bisect the City with the corresponding danger of · 

property loss for Arab owners, a considerable 

number of these decided to organize this Commi~ 

ttee to claim for their rights and-defend their 

interests. A general meeting was therefore 

convoked and was at.tended by over 300 first 

class owners of Arab properties, which formerly 

accommodated some 70,000 Arabs, in the Jewish

held zone of Jerusalem. 

The Committee was formed by the following nine 

Members: 

· AI~,.:iLR i~h.3HA5HIBI (President) 
M0HAM:i.i.D Ti.HER Di.0U:-I 
GEORGi J. S,UD 
Hii.J T,.HER B,ilii.Ki..T 
ANTON i.LBIN;~ 
T;-..i£FIC Hi,Bi.SH 
NI GOU. ZEPHiitL,DES 
.. KISTi.5 H. N.JiL. 
Hf.J MOtLMJ.,,;,D SH,.IIIN 

In addition was appoint-id an i.dministrative 

Secretary, whose name and address are given 

belowz 

i.11 , o;.J. ,NI 
C/o J~rab Chambar of Commerce 

" Jaffa Gate 
Jerusalem (Old City) 

(i) To demand restitution of the ,~rab properties 
' and allow their rightful owners to take 

possession of them; 

(ii) To demand compensation for the loss of 

movable property that was loft in their 

homes by the; i,rab owners, and for thd pro

caeds of rants accumulated on account of the 

Jowish unlawful us~ of these properti~a; 
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(iii) To· authorize the .::.lected Committe8 to 

press forward the above dcman.ds and to 

co-,..~t any capable parsonaliti1.;s 1vho might 

b0 helpful in r-::alizing the aims of thci 

Com.nit tee; 

(iv) To collect fin~ncial contributions to. 

satisfy the necessary expenses of th~ 

Committee oparatio'.is, 

6, MESS:.Gt:;S . ND OOCmSlJTS: ,\nnex ;. - :.et of Constitution of the Com.11ittee, 

7. HS ... i:-l.INGS B2FORE . 
ll~T1~rlK. TIC .. ;,.L BODIES: 

8. lhlC~i'JT .. CTl.VITIES: 

sign,;:d by thtJ attE::ndants .of the general 

meeting (English version of .;.rabic· text 

'c~r the .~dmin. S(:;cr. :.li 1 Dajani). 

,lnnex B - Teh,gram to H.11. King .• bdullah, ,,mman. 

;i.nncx C - Tel0gram to 3~cretary-General of Unit<.:d 

Nations. Mr. Trygvc: Lie •. 

None,so far. 

On·thc basis of a qu..:stionnair-., now bdng 

cir,ulatud among th0 mt.JmbGrs, factual data and 

stc.tisti~s on prop0rti0s and their .::stimat0d 

valu..:: will soon b.:; produecd. · 

- 11 JeRU0 .. LBiVI 
14 Nov-i,,,ber 1949 

;.cT OF COii': TI TUTI~:•: OF THE CCi10iITTE.Z FOR THE 
;.R.B !'ROP,!,H.TY o: NiR3 IN JJ,iUS .. LE1•i 

1..'.::, thw undersigned, o.-.n.::rs of .. r£tb prop-.:.rty in Jewish 'possession in 

tTarusal0m, a·.:, our mooting ht::ld at th:. offic-..s of' the i,rab Chamb1vr of Comm0rcd 

in Jerusala:n, hlilri:;by rasolve to dl;:n.-::nd rcstftutiGn of tht.J Hrab prop.:::rties and 

th-:: r0turn of same to their rightful own,;rs, ano also eor.1p,msation for th-:: loss 

of move.bl.:; property that has bci::;n hft by .. rabs, as Wi3ll as ccmpens:.1.tion for th.;; 

unlav.-ful US'3 of these prop0rti.:::s bJ Ji;:;ws. 
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Th0ri:lfore; we hereby elect a Cornmittl.3_e of nino:: ~rsons, namely ,·.nwar 

Na.shashibi, ·rfohammad Tahl:lr Daoudi, Georgi:l Said, Haj Tah-,r Ba.raki3t, i.nton . · 

l.lbina, Tewfic Habash, Nicola Zephiriades, ,· .. nistas H:1nani.1 and Haj Mohammad 
I 

Shahin, to undertake th0 execution of th~ decision of th0 m~ating on our behalf. 

:,:a furth~rmore t:lmpowl:.lr th1;; said pL:ttsons to co-opt any capabl(l pl:lrsonali't.i1::s who 

might be helpful in realizing the aims of th~ Committee. 

(St:crt.!tary: 1J.i I Dajani) 

(Some 300 signatur.::s follow)" 

Znglish version of the .: .. rabic text, by th ... :1.dmin. s~c. ;.111 Dajani. 

Telugrrun sGnt to H,M. King Abdullah, 

To th0 Court Chamberlain 
JJ-~ • .N 

------------------· -----

11 Jerusalem 
14 November 1949 

The congress of owners of nrab properties at present in Jewish possession 

in Jurusalem beg to express thoir loyalty to His Majesty the King and appeal 

·for His Majesty• s help to· r0scue the arab properties and havcJ them returned to 

their owners. 

Whole 1,rab quarters aN in Jowish hands and tho prop.:irti~s of Jews in 

mixed quarters aru less than th~ ;.rab propertic.s. 

We have great. fn.ith in His Majesty to r~storo our properti~s, 

Chairman: J.nwar NasM.shibi 

Secretary: Ali' "Dajani.'' 



Hr. Trygvc Li0, 
S~c~~tQry-Gcn~r~l, 
United Nations, 
1'lew York-. 
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14 Novt:mba 1949 

OWNERS OF .'.fLB ?ROP1-:rtTI;s FO:Fth8i(LY' ,.C ,.;OhhOD:.TrnG ;,;o&; TH.,N 70,000 ,JLBS 

IIJ J2"-'ISH OC-,UPIED :.;i,iZ,. OF Ji.ii.US .u:r,i STrlOh'GLY DJ;,;.Jd:; TH~ B,_,TUri.N GF SAME T:) 

UPi'~R .. NC LO ·1~fi R,K .. 1S, HUSit...fL, D.ffli ,.BU TOrt .. i,0 ldKL)HOriL •. J~Li i·d,,Y OT!-LR 

QU .. f.i.Tli:RS 1,:;,,.;iJfL.CING HOLY PL •. CES 0i.JCH •• .:.: Ni.:BI D .. OUD CUt~Tii\JU.;.; TO i:-i thD=i: J~ .. lSH 

CQ\1TROL ;.ITHOUT L:~' !FUL Gn.OU,._D STOP : .. i STRONGLY OBJ~CT TO _j'-iY s.;:;TTL.Di'-'iC:llI OF 

Tl·ui: JEHU'.-: .. Lit•i C, . .SE HlCH r,,ILL iiOT .1.hCLUiJ8 TH.; ii.:.!,TU.t:: ,-.,F T::.C.::,B .... tLb C,:U .• itT...,ri0 TO 

Kii~T J.iJG OUT TH .. T FORC~FUL CO! ThOL .. :-:D OCCUP . .'i'i1.fr; OF Tt-i.~3.i:: ?i'tOPSl1'L:,;~., iS 'I'Hi 

;,D.l•iINL;Tr/. .. TlV i.:. cu; :::.1-il n:r:z 
FCr1. TH:·: ,,R:.B P,i.GI-'_._~TY 
01.~1J.i;;1t::i lb J._,,i:U~: .. L..2.r'i. 




