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QUESTION OF AN INTERNATIONAL REGDJŒ FOR THE 
JERUS~ AREA AND PROTECTION OF THE HOLY PLACES 

Letter dated 16 Januaty 1?50 f~m Mrs. Freda Kirchwey, 
Presiùent of The Nation Associates to the President 0f 

the Trusteeship Council. 

Note ry the Secretariat 

At the request of the Presi~ent of the Trusteeship Council, the fnll~wing 

letter is transmitte1 to tho members 0f the c~uncil. 

''On the eve of the meeting of the Trusteeship Council, I am taking the 

liherty of Qringing t0 y~ur attention and, through you, to the memter~ Qf the 

Trueteeehip Council a plan offering a solution for the Jcrusalem question 

~titled, !A Propoaal f~r an International Curatorship for Holy Places.' 

This proposal was submitted by the signatories, a group of distinguished 

Amerioans, to the General Assembly ·recently conc1udej. This propoeal,. like 

many others, failed to receive Jet~iled study f0r reasons with which y~u are 

!a.rniliar and which need no recounting at this time. 

I invite y?ur attention t~ the plan at this moment in view 0f a dispOsition 

on y0ur part and seemingly of ether members of the Trusteeship Council to lo0k 

t~r solutions of the Jerusa1em quest~n on a ·basis different from the reaoluti~n 

of December 9. 
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This plan calls for the . establishment of a · United Nations 1. Commission com­

posed of representatives of the principal faiths for -the purpose of: 

. \ 
~ \ 

1. 

2 • 

3. 

Authenticating the Holy Sites in Palestine. 

Assuming responsibility for their preservati0n. 

Insuring freedom of access at all times. 

4. 
.......... -

Supervising the restoratïon of auch Holy Sites, if any, as 
may have been damaged in the Palestine War • 

The Commission tc be established would be responsible to the Security 

C~uneil and be authorized t::> employ guards. 

In the judgment of the signatories, this plan is in accord with the general 

purposes o.f the United Natir:ns re·specting the Jerusalem question. It doe5, in 
-

fac.t, protect the Holy Places, since any violation of their sanctity would 

· imm~iately bec0me subject to thP action of the Securi~y Council. It is in 

acc.Jrd with th.e basic princinl r> s 0f the Charter. 

acceptance on the pa~t of Jordan and Israel. 

It would, we believe, find 

It w.)uld be possil:le under the plan proposed to fly the U.N. flag over each 

H..)ly Si te S') designated and to proclai.m the area ()Ccupied by eaèh a demi.litJlrized 

- ~one. 

The principle underlying this proposal is precisely the same under which 

you, as we understand it, havè proposéd that the Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem shbuld be internation~lized and demilitarized. In the case of 

Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity, you have not suggested either the 

internationalization of the city as a whole or the internationalization of its 

p..;>pulation. \ve see no reason why the srune principle is not equal.ly applicable 

to all other H'Jly Sites. 

· On ~ehalf ~f the signatories, may I ask that cnnsiderat{on be given to this 

·~~ plan as · fulfllling the basic purposes jf the United Nations regarding this question. 

(Signed) Freda Kirchwey." 

. , . 

--- - ·· 




