United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea SPLOSs
@ M eeting of States Parties Distr.: General

1 June 2014

Original: English

Twenty-fourth Meeting
New York, 9-13 June 2014

Decision regar ding the conditions of service of the member s of
the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf

The Meeting of States Parties,

Reaffirming the importance of the work of the Commission ose thimits of
the Continental Shelf for coastal States and therirational community as a whole,

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts undertaken by the Commission
to consider the submissions by coastal States timaly, efficient and effective
manner,

Mindful of the workload of the Commission owing to a largember of
submissions already made and the number of subomissivhich are expected to be
made in the future,

Recognizing the need to ensure that the Commission can etffelgtiperform
the functions entrusted to it under the 1982 Uniiations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, while maintaining its high level of tjtaand expertise,

Recalling the decision of the twenty-first Meeting of Statearties regarding
the workload of the CommissionSPLOS/229, including the request to the
Commission to consider meeting in New York for wp26 weeks but not less than
an intended minimum of 21 weeks a year,

Taking note with appreciation of the decisions by the Commission to hold, in
both 2013 and 2014, three sessions of seven weeaks, eincluding plenary
meetings, for a total of 21 weeks of meetings o€ tBommission and its
subcommissions, and to adopt new working arrangesni@n its subcommissions,

Recognizing the special challenges of developing States Pawmieose experts
are serving on the Commission, and, in this regdhe important role of the
Voluntary Trust Fund for the purpose of defrayinte tcost of participation of the
members of the Commission from developing Statesthia meetings of the
Commission,

Concerned about the implications of the workload of the Coission for the
conditions of service of its members,
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Taking note of the results of an internal survey conductedthy Commission
during its thirty-first session of the conditionEservice of its members,

Concerned about the lack, or inadequacy, as appropriatenedical insurance
coverage of most members of the Commission whilparformance of Commission
duties at United Nations Headquarters and convirtbadl this issue requires urgent
attention,

Recalling the decision of the twenty-third Meeting of Stat@sarties to
establish an open-ended working group to consiblerconditions of service of the
members of the Commission stipulated in paragraplofrthe report of the meeting
(SPLOS/263,

Recalling also paragraph 71 of General Assembly resolut&di7Q in which
the Assembly reiterated the obligation of Statedarthe Convention whose experts
are serving on the Commission to defray the expersfethe experts they have
nominated while in performance of Commission dyties

Recalling further paragraph 72 of General Assembly resoluti®®/70 in
which the Assembly urged, in this regard, Stateprtwvide medical coverage for the
experts they have nominated while in performanc€ommission duties and to do
their utmost to ensure the full participation ofosle experts in the work of the
Commission, including the meetings of subcommissjoim accordance with the
Convention,

Recalling paragraph 78 of General Assembly resolut&8i7Q in which the
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to exgptions for providing medical
insurance coverage to members of the Commissiom fieveloping States, whose
participation may be facilitated through the volamt trust fund for the participation
of the members of the Commission from developingté&t in the meetings of the
Commission, while in performance of Commission dstiat United Nations
Headquarters, and to circulate his findings to Meml$tates in advance of the
twenty-fourth Meeting of States Parties to the Gamtion,

Welcoming the work done by the open-ended working group @¢asider the
conditions of service of the members of the Cominiss

1. Reaffirms the obligation of States under the Convention vehesperts
are serving on the Commission to defray the expensfethe experts they have
nominated while in performance of Commission duti@eluding the provision of
medical coverage, and urges these States to do theiost to ensure the full
participation of those experts in the work of then@nission, including the
meetings of subcommissions, in accordance withGbavention;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the findings by the Secretary-General in
response to the request in paragraph 78 of Genksaembly resolution68/70
regarding options for providing medical insuranceverage to members of the
Commission from developing States, and invites $eeretary-General to continue
his work in this regard as a matter of urgencyhwatview to making his additional
findings available by November 2014,

3.  Urges the General Assembly, at its sixty-ninth sessiom,take any
necessary measures in the light of these findimdéch may include the extension
of the terms of reference of the Voluntary Trustm&uor the purpose of defraying
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the cost of participation of the members of the @dssion from developing States
in the meetings of the Commission;

4. Also urges States that are in a position to do so to makeunalry
contributions to the Voluntary Trust Fund for tharpose of defraying the cost of
participation of the members of the Commission framveloping States in the
meetings of the Commission, and, in this regard|/cemes recent contributions
made or pledged by States Parties;

5. Decides to continue the consideration of other conditiarfsservice of
the members of the Commission stipulated in panalgra7 of the report of the
twenty-third Meeting of States PartieSRLOS/263 within the open-ended working

group;
6. Also decides to take up and review matters related to the ctoonk of

service of the members of the Commission at thentywifth Meeting of States
Parties under the item “Commission on the Limitdhed Continental Shelf
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