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  Decision on the allocation of seats on the Commission  
and the Tribunal 
 
 

 The Meeting of States Parties, 

 Having considered the two joint proposals from the African and Asian States 
parties in relation to the allocation of seats on the Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea to reflect the 
increase in the number of States parties (see annexes), 

 1. Decides that further work on proposals for the allocation of seats would 
be required to adopt decisions at the commencement of the eighteenth meeting of 
States parties; 

 2. Also decides to take up at the next meeting of States parties the issue of 
allocation of seats on the Commission and the Tribunal, under the item entitled “The 
allocation of seats on the Commission and the Tribunal”. 
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Annex I 
 

  Future elections of the members of the Commission on the 
Limits of the Continental Shelf: joint African and Asian 
draft proposal 
 
 

1. In view of the past substantial growth in the number of, in particular, African 
and Asian States parties, the present decision is made to satisfy the need for revision 
of, and some certainty in, the equitable geographical representation in the 
composition of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. 

2. (a) Provided that no regional group will have fewer than three seats, the 
members of the Commission will be elected as follows: 

 (i) Five plus one commissioners shall be elected from the Group of African 
States; 

 (ii) Five plus one commissioners shall be elected from the Group of Asian 
States; 

 (iii) Three commissioners shall be elected from the Group of Eastern 
European States; 

 (iv) Four commissioners shall be elected from the Group of Latin American 
and Caribbean States; 

 (v) Three commissioners shall be elected from the Group of Western 
European and other States; 

 (b) The additional one seat of the African and Asian Groups in the 
Commission shall rotate. Asia shall occupy six seats in the next elections to the 
Commission, Africa shall occupy six seats in the elections following those, and so 
on. 

3. The above arrangements will be applicable to future elections, while not 
prejudicing new arrangements necessitated by the proportional growth of any 
regional group. 
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Annex II 
 

  Future elections of the members of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea: joint African and Asian 
draft proposal 
 
 

1. In view of the past substantial growth in the number of, in particular, African 
and Asian States parties, the present decision is made to satisfy the need for revision 
of, and some certainty in, the equitable geographical representation in the 
composition of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. 

2. (a) Provided that no regional group will have fewer than three seats, the 
members of the Tribunal will be elected as follows: 

 (i) Five plus one judges shall be elected from the Group of African States; 

 (ii) Five plus one judges shall be elected from the Group of Asian States; 

 (iii) Three judges shall be elected from the Eastern European Group; 

 (iv) Four judges shall be elected from the Group of Latin American and 
Caribbean States; 

 (v) Three judges shall be elected from the Group of Western European and 
other States; 

 (b) The additional one seat of the African and Asian Groups in the Tribunal 
shall rotate. Asia shall occupy six seats in the next elections to the Tribunal, Africa 
shall occupy six seats in the elections following those, and so on. 

3. The above arrangements will be applicable to future elections, while not 
prejudicing new arrangements necessitated by the proportional growth of any 
regional group. 

 


