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FJJ\!AL REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
REVIEW CONFERENCE OF 'rHE PARTIES TO THE TREATY ON 

TIIC PROHIBITION OF THE EMPLACEMENT OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS AUD OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 
ON THE SEA-BED AIID THE OCEAN FLOOR AND Il'T THE 

SUBSOIL THEREOF:'.:/ 

I. TER)IIB OF REFERENCE AN:!) __ ORGANIZATIOl'! OF '.]'HE COMMITTEE I S WORK 

1. Article VII of the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear 
Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
and in the Subsoil Thereof, ,.rbich entered into force on 18 i~ay 1972, provides that: 

"Five years after the entry into force of this Treaty, a Conference of 
Parties to the Treaty shall be held at Geneva, Switzerland, in order to 
revieF the operation of this Treaty with a vie1,, to assuring that the 
pu:::poses of the preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are being 
realized. Such revie,., shall take into ace,, .... t any relevant technological 
developments. The revie,,, conference shall ci8termine, in accordance with 
the views of a majority of those Parties attending, 1·•hether and ,,hen an 
addi tionel revie,,, conference shall be convened. 11 

2. At its thirtieth session, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted 
resolution 3484 (E) XXX. In the Preamble, the General Assembly recalled 
resolution 2660 (YJ..'if) of 7 December 1970, in which it had commended the Treaty, 
noted its article VII, and expressed the expectation that the revie1,, conference 
would take place soon after 18 May 1977, the fifth e.nniversary of the entry into 
force of the Treaty. The operative part of resolution 348 · (E) XXX reads as 
fol.lows, 

111. Notes that after appropriate consul tat ion a preparatory committee of 
the Parties to the Treaty is to be arranged; 

11 2. Requests the Secretary-General to render the necessary assistance and 
to provide such services, including summary records, as may be required for 
the revie1·1 conference and its preparation; 

11 3. Recalls its expressed hope for the widest possible adherence to the 
Treaty. 11 

' 
:'.:/ Previously .issued as document SBT /P. C. I/1 dated 17 FebI'1llU';)t,1977, , 

Former Annex I (Draft Rules of Procedure) and Annex II (Draft Agenda) have been 
reproduced as separe.te documents SBT/CONF /2 (Draft Rules of Procedure) and 
SBT/COl'lF/1 (Provisional Agenda). 
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3. The :iJ.1·forme.l co.nE)v.lt2 tions took plc, CE: in Hev.1 York dv.ring Fo·uemb'3:r- 2nd 
December 1976. During these consultations general agreement "as reached on 
several basic matters such as time BJ~d ,_renne for- mee·l i.ngs of the Preparatory 
Committee and time for the Review Conference itself, conference services and 
other assistance by the Secretariat, participation in the Preparatory Committee, 
and means of notification to Ste.tes Parties of the session of the Freparatorr 
Cow.mi ttee. 

4. The Preparatory Committee held its session at Geneva from 7-11 February 1977. 
The following States Parties to the Treaty participated in tlle Preparatory Committee: 
Australia, .Austria, Belgium, Bulgarie-, By·eJorussian SS~?., Ce.nade. 5 C~,rpru.s, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominic2n Republic, Finland, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Hungary, Icele.nd, India, Iren, Irac1, Ir~land, 
Italy, Japan, Jordan, Malaysia, lfauritius, Morocco, Mongolia, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, PoJ.and, Portugal, Rom2nic;1, S1 .reden, S1..ritzerland, 
Turkey, Ukrainian SSR, the Union of f3oviet Socialist Republ.ics, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern. Ireland, the Ur,i ted States of America and Yugosle.,iia. 

5. At its fi.rst meeting, the Preparatory Committee elected Ambassador 
Eugeniusz Wyzner of Poland as its chairman, and Ambassador Nicolo di Bernardo 
of Italy and Mr. Jonas Foli of Ghana as vice-chairmen. The Committee later 
authorized the Bureau to handle technical and other matters in the period before 
the Revie·w Conference is convened. 

6. The Secretary-General of the United Nations was represented at the 
PreparatoriJ Committee by Mr. Rolf Bjornerstedt, Assistant Secretary-General. 
Ms. Amada Segarra served as Secretary of the Committee. 

7. The Committee decided at its first 
and to use English, French, Russian and 
Releases were issued at the opening and 

meeting 
Spanish 
closing 

to take its decisions by consensus, 
as official languages. Press 
of the session. 

8. In the course of its meetings, the Committee covered the folloFing agenda 
relating to the organization and work of the Conference: 

(a) Draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference 

(b) Composition of the Bureau of the Conference 

(c) Participation in the Conference 

(d) Financing arrangements for the Conference 

(e) Languages, documentation, records, etc., pert&iqing to the Conference 

(f) Agenda and duration of the Conference 

(g) Programme and procedure for the Review of the Treaty 

(h) Final documents of the Confi,rence. 
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9, The Committee had before it the Rules of Procedure of the Review Conference 
of the Parties to the Treety on the lfon--Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Fhich 
it used as a basis for the development of the draft rules of procedure. During 
its meetings, the Committee reviewed and revised those rules as it deemed necessary 
in the light of t1°e particular requirements for the Review Conference of the Treaty 
under consideratiun. The Committee approved dra.ft rt1les of procedure for the 
Conference ,,Jhic11 are a.ttacbed as .1.-l..1111ex I. 

III. COMPOSITION OF THE BURF.AU OF THE cmlFERENCE 

10. The Committee decirled that the General Committee ,,,ould he composed of the 
President, 16 Vice--Presidents, the Chairman of the Drafting Committee and the 
Chairman of the Credentials Committee. 

11. The Committee further decided that the geographical distribution of the 
abovementioned posts would be as follo,,s, Africa 4; Asia 4 :; Latin America 1; 
Western Europe and Others 6 (including the Deposit2.10 r Governments), 
Eastern Europe 4 (including the :Oeposit~JY Government). 

IV. PARTICIPATIOE IlT THE CONFERENCE 

12, The Committee decided that the Conference would be open to States Parties to 
the Treaty and, under certain stipulated conditions, to other States, the 
Secretary-General of the United Eations, the Specialized Agencies of the 
United t!ations and International. Atomic Energy Agency, regional inter-governmental 
organizations, a.nd non-governmental organizations in accordance ,. 1i th its draft 
rule of l)rocedure 43, 11hich is contained in Annex I. 

13, The Committee also decided that invitations to States ,,,hich, in accordance 
,,ith the decision on participation, 11ere entitled to participate in the Conference, 
as ;;ell as to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, should be issued by the 
Chairman of the Preparatory C:ommi ttee. It 1,,as also decided that, for practical 
reasons, the Governments of Stat,es intending to participate in the Conference 
should be requested to so notify the provisional Secretary-General of the 
Conference one month before its commencem .1t, that is, by 2r May 1977. 

1T FINANCING ARRAHGEMENTS FOR THE CONFERENCE 

14, The Committee decided tha.t the costs of the Review Conference, including the 
session of the Preparatory Committee, , .. ,ill be met by the States Parties to the 
Treaty participating in the Revim 1 Conference in accordance with the United Nations 
assessment SCc'.le pro-rated to take into account differences between the 
United Nations membership and the number of States Parties participating in the 
Conference. States Fhich he.ve signed but not yet ratified the Tree.ty and 1-1hich 
a.ccept the invitation to take part in the llevieH Conference as provided b:'l Rule 43 
will share in the costs to the extent ,,.:: their respective rates of assessment tmder 
the United Nations scale. For States Parties or signatories 1-1hich are not members 
of the United Nations the share -dill be determined on the basis of the similarly 
pro--rated scale in force for determining this share in the activities in which they 
take part. The financial arrangements are found in draft rule of procedure 12 
which is contained in AJ:mex I. The Committee also decided to rectuest the 
Secretariat to provide final estimates of the costs of the Conference to all 
States Parties to the Treaty before the Conference i.s convened. 



SBT/CONF/3 
page 4 

15. The Committee decided that the l2.ng1.1.2e::es of the Co11f2Tence 1·•oulcl lle Eng7.ish ~ 
French !i Russian and ;:;ip:tnish} as :Lncorpora.tec1 in d~:,aft rulEis of procedure 3 7,. 1:1h~ch 
is contained in Armex I. 

16. The Committee also dec.ided to request the Secrotary-General of the 
United Nations to prepare certr::.in i11formaJ:io1~ pa-perD for those 1. 1ho m2.y be 
attending the Conference, as follo,,s, 

A. Summary of the negotiations ,.,ithin the CC:D (Article by Article) 
leading to the TreatJ' 

B. Compilation of officJal commu11ications 1 rith re{.{2.rd tn the imp1emGnt3tion 
of the objHctives and provisions of the 1l1reat;y, vbich the 
Secretary .. -General ancl the IJ.21Josi taries ma;tr h2 .. :ve re 1Jeivec1 

G. Compilation of papers on technological developments (military as v1ell. 
as peaceful) relevant to the Treaty 11hicb Parties may Hisb to provide, 
or ,,hich are ot,ierwise officially available to the Secretary-General 
from Governments. 

VII. AGEN1lA Al'TD ])TffiATION 

17. 1luring the session, the Bureau of the Committee prepared an outline draft 
agenda for the Conference as a basis for discussion. A:·ter consideration of this 
draft, the Committee approved the dra.ft e.genda for the Rciview Conference ,,,hich is 
attached as Am1ex II, 

18. The Committee decided that the dates of the Conference Hould be 20 June-
1 July 1977. 

VIII. PROGRAMME AND PROCEDURE POR lllivIEW OF THE TR!!;ATY 

19. The Committee dec;ided to recommend that the Conference revie,, the operation 
of the Treaty as provided for in its Article VII 

A. General Dc,bate 

B. Articles I-XI 

C. Preambular paragraphs and purposes of the Treaty. 

The Committee also accepted the principle that the procedure as set out above did 
not prejudge the sequence in vhich the provisions of the Treaty Hould be 
revie-!:!eda 

20. In respect of proposals by States Parties to the Treaty to be considered by 
the Conference, the Committee decided that any substantial proposal should. be 
submitted to the provisional Secretary-General of the Conference, if possible, 
at least one month before the Conference starts. This decision is contained in 
document SBT/P.C.I/CRll.5/Rev. attached as .il.nnex III. 
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IX. FHTAL DOCUl''iEl'JTS OF TEE CONFERENCE 

21. The Committee hul an exchange of viei,s on the matter of the .final 
document (s) of the Conference~ and c1eoj_dec1 to inclndcs e.n appropriate i tern in 
the dr2-ft ag1?-nc1a o.f the Conference. 

X. PRESS A":) P1Jl31ICI'PY ARPJ\HGEMENTS 

22. The Committee approved cert2in press and publicity arrangements 
by the Office of Public Information of the Un.i. tecl. F2.tionr:, e,t Ckinev~-.. 
arrangements 1::uggested are attacbP.d as Annex IV. 

XI. APFOHTTMENT OF A flECRE·TARY·-GE1'fERAL OF THE COJ!FER;~NC.'E 

suggested 
The 

23. Within the context of draft RuJ.e 10, provir:ling for a Socretary-General of 
the Revie,, Conference, the Committee decided to invite the Secretary-General of 
the United }Tai:ions, in consul tat ion ,,,i th the members of the Preparatory Committee, 
to nominate an official to aci: on behalf of the Committee as provisional 
Secretary-General of the Review Conference, the nominee to be confirmed by the 
Review Conference in accordance Hith its rules of procedure. 

XII. CONSIDERATION OF BACKGROUND PAPER 

24, The Committee considered the background paper contained in document 
SBT/P.C.I/CRD.2, and following comments and suggestions for changes, the 
Committee decided that it should be distributed to the Parties to the Treaty 
and its signatories tmder separate cover. 

XIII. ADOPTION ANJJ DISTRIBUTION OF TEE FINAL REPORT 

25, At its last meeting, on 11 February 1977, the Preparatory Committee adopted 
its final report and decided that the report, together c<ith its Annexes, including 
the summary records of the Preparatory Committee, would be submitted by the 
Chairman to the Parties to the Treaty and its signatories and to the 
flecretary-General of the United lfations. 
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The Preparatory Committee for the Review Conference of the Parties to the 
Treaty. 

Conscious of the short time available for discussion during the 
Revie\·I Conference, 

Stressing the need for adequate preparation for the Conference, 

Recommends to Governments of States Parties to the Treaty, to submit to the 
provisional Secretary-General of the Conference any substantial proposal to be 
considered by the Conference if possible at least one month before the 
Conference starts, 

Asks the provisional Secretary-General of the Conference to distribute such 
proposals immediately to Governments of States Parties to the Treaty. 
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The coverage of the Conference 1' 1ill be as .follo1-1s: press releases i11 .C~nglish 
and French of 'l)leY1~.ry mee+,ings for locally accrecli ted r-orr0s"1:ondents. Re1eases 
Fill be cabled to Headquarters. The Conference should be preced0cl b"• a 
0 curtain raiser" at least a ,,,eek in advance 2-nd foll01 1ed 117 a closing 11round-np 11 

release. The Information Service ·;iill alco releJ?.De to the presE nll other ·!;e:cts 
on closed meetings, if neeclec1. The Chairm0.n of the Conference or otb-2r 0ff.icc:;rs, 
Hould be invited to give a f0rmal press conf0.re11c,3. :Moreover~ tel1:1vision, r8.r:lio 
and photo covers.re •·rill be provided. 

The above stand2.rd 2-rra:ogements do not involve 2:1y f.ina:ncial implications 
1,,1hatsoever. 




