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INTRODUCTLON

1. In paragraph 18 of its Final Report, 1/ the Preparatory Committee for the
Second Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of the
Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed
and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof requested the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to bring up to date the information relating to the Treaty
contained in document SBT/CONF/4, which the Secretary-General had submitted to the
first Review Conference. This paper has been prepared pursuant to that request.

"IRST REVIEW CONFERENCE

2. The Sea-Bed Treaty¥* entered into force on 18 May 1972. In accordance with
Article VII, which provided that five years after the Treaty's entry into force

a Conference of States Parties should be held in order to review the operation of
the Treaty, the first Review Conference was héld at Geneva from 20 June

to 1 July 1977.

3. The Conference adopted a Final Declaration** in which it assessed the operation
of the Treaty article by article and made a number of recommendations with regard
to the further implementation of the Treaty's provisions. :

4. As reflected in that deocument, the review undertaken by the Conference indicated
that the Treaty had been faithfully observed by the States Parties and that the

five years that had elapsed since its entry into force had demonstrated the

Treaty's effectiveness.

5. At the same time, the Conference noted with concern that the Treaty had not
vet achieved universal adherence and it therefore called upon the States that

had not yet become parties, in particular those possessing nuclear weapons or any
other types of weapons of mass destruction, to do so at the earliest possible
date. In the view of the Conference, such adherence would be a significant
contribution to international confidence.

6. The Conference stated its conviction that the continued observance of

Article 1 of the Treaty, by which the States Parties undertook not to emplace
nuclear weapaons and other weapons of mass destruction on the sea-bed and the ocean
floor and in the subsoil thereof, remained essential to the over-all objective of
avolding an arms race in those weapons on the sea-hed.

7. The Conference, at the same time, affirmed the commitment undertaken by States
Parties in Article V to continue negotiations in good faith concerning further
measures in the field of digarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea
bed, the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof. To this end, the Conference requested
the Conference..of.the-Lommitbee on Disarmament {CCD), in consulfation with the
States Parties-te-the.lreaty,. taking into account the proposals ‘médde-at the Review
Conféfdnce and relevant. teohnologlcal developments, to proceed promptly with the
oonsmderatlon of'?urther JMmeasures in the field of dlsarmament for the Drevcntlon

of an arms raoe on. the sea- ood.

>
(4

The text of the Treaty is reproduced in Annex I.

e The text of the Final Declaration is reproduced in Annex II.
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8. The Conferbnce took note of the faect that no information had been presented

to it 1ndlcat1ng that major technological developments had taken place since 1972
which affected the opera tién of the Treaty. It, nevertheless, recognized the need
to keap such developnents under contlnulng rev1ew and invited thc Conference of the ‘-
Committze on U1aarmament in consultation wich ths Ststes Parties to the TfeaLy,
consider »stabllshlnﬁ an ad hoo Q{Duft group under its auspices {or that purpos:

In the viéw, of the Confnrvnca such’a group might Tacilitate the 1mplgmonuat10n

of the purposes stated in the section do aling with Article V and might also
contribute to the ordprly praparation ol the next Review Conference.

9. The Confarence noted with satisfaction that no State had found it necessary
to invoke the provisions of the Treaty dealing with international complaints and
verification prOcedu?e‘ The Conference considered that the provision for
consultation and co- -operation contained therein included the right of intcerested
States Partics to agree to resort to various international consultative procedures,
guch as gﬁ_ﬁggﬂconsultative groupsg of experts and other procedures.

10. Concerning the question of the relationship beiveen the Sea-RBed Treaty and

the law of the sea, the Conference reaffirmed that nething in the verification
provisions of the Treaty should be interpreted as aif{ecting or limiting the rights
of States Parties recognized under international law and consistent with their
obligations under the Treaty, ineluding the freedom of the hlgh seas and the rights
of coastal States, and noted with satiafaction that nothing in those provizions had
been 1dent1fled as affecting or limiting those rights. The Cenference also reaffirmed
that States Parties should exercise their rights under Article IIT of the Treaby,
dealing with complaints and verification procedures, with due regard for the aovereign.
rights of thc coastal States as reco@nized under international law. Furthermore,
the Confercnce noted the importance of Article IV which provides that nothing in the
Treaty shall boe interpreted as supporting or prejudicing tnz position of any State
Party with respect to existing international conventions, including the

1958 Convention on the Terrvitorial Sea and Contiguous Zone, or with respect to rights
or claims which such State Party may assert, or with respect to rocognition or

nor- rocognltlon of rights or claims nsseftud by any other State, related to waters
off its coast including, inter alia, turritorial seas and contlﬂuous zones, or to
the sea-bed and the ocecan floor, :mcludinrr continental snelves. The Conference also
noted that obligations aszsumned by States Parties to the Treaty arising from other
international instruments continued to appiy and it agreed that the zone covered

by the Treaby refllected the #ight balance between the need Lo prevent an. arns race

in nuclear and other veaporis of mass destruction on the sea-bed and the rishts

of 3tates to control verification activities close to thoir own coasts.

11. The Conference also recognized that the natural resources of the 3ea-bed and
the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction would have an incréasing
role in assuring the cconomic progress of 3tates, particularly of developing
countries, and in that connasction recalled General Assenbly rescolution 2479 (XAV).

DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE FIRST REVIEW CONFRRENCE

12. In the coirse of the summer session of the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament, in 1977, several delegations, including those of Bulgaria,

the German Democratic Republie, Hungary, Italy, llongolia, Poland, the USSR and the
United Kingdom, notzd with satisfaction the results of the Review Conference which,
in their view, had confirmed that the Treaty had worked satiafactorily. 2/
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13. The Socialist countries drew attention to the Conference’s recommendations
concerning negotiations on further measures for the prevention of an arms race on
the sea-bed. 5/ In this connection, the Soviet Union noted that the Raview
Conference had requested the Committee to proceed promptly with the consideration
of Further measures which would completely exclude the sea-bed from the arms race.
Tt considered that the Committee, having worked out the Sea-Bed Treaty and
possessing the potential for reaching mutually acceptable agreements on the various
problems of disarmament, should conduct negotiations on practical steps leading %o
that goal. 4/

14. The United Kingdom stated that it did not believe that there had been any recent
technological developmenis affecting the Treaty. However, it expressed the hope
that, at an appropriate time, it would be possible to consider establishing an

ad hoc expert group to keep technological developments under review to allay

Tears that possible new technological developments might be affecting the Treaty. 5/

15. At the thirty-second session of the General Assembly, a number of countries,
among them Czechoslovakia, Finland, Hungary, Italy, tongolia, Poland, Turkey the USSR
and the United Kingdom, drew attention to the results of the Review Conference.

Tt was noted with satisfaction that the Conference had been held in a constructive
and business«~like atmosphere, that its decisions had been adopted by consensus,

that it had achieved its primary purposes and thot it had reaffirmed that no
violations of the Treaty had occurred during the period under review. 6/ The
Socialist States also attached particular signifigance Lo the Conference ‘s decision
to request the CCD %o begin consideration of further mgasures in the field of
disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed. 7/

16. On 12 December 1977, the General Assembly adopted without a vote
resolution 32/87 A4, which reads as follows:

The Gbncrwl Assbmbly.

Revalling its resolution 2660 (X¥XV) of 7 December 1370, in whzch it
commended the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear WGapons
and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in
the Subscil Thereof,

Convinced that the Treaty conatitutes a step towarda the exclusion of the
sea~bad, the ocean floor and the subsoil therceof from the arms race,

Recalling that the States Parties to the Treaty met at Geneva from
20 June tc 1 July 1977 to review the operation of the Treaty with a view to
assuring that the purposes of the preamble and the provisions of the Treaty
were being realized,

Noting with satisfaction that the Revisw Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the
Subsoil Thereof concluded that the obiigations assumed under the Treaty had
been faithfully observed by the States Parties

Noting that in its Final Declaration the Review Confarvnce alfirmed its .
belief that universal adherence to the Treaty would enhance international peace
and security,
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Noting furthermore that the States Parties to the Treaty reaffirmed
their strohz support for and continued dedieation to the principles and
objectives of the Treaty, as well as their commitment to implement
affectively its provisions,

Recognizing that in the Final Declaration the States Parties to the
Treaty reaiffirmed the commitment undertaicen in article V to continue
negotiations in good faith concerning further measures in the Tield of
disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed, the ocean
floor and the subsgoil thereof,

Bearing in mind that, in this connection. they have addressed specific
requests to the Conferznce of the Committec on Disarmament,

Having considered the report of the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament

Notlng tha comments with Pespwct to further measures in the field of
disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor
and the subsoil thersof, zs well as relevant documents submitted to the
General Assambly at its thirty-second ssasion,

1. Welcomes with satisfaction the positive assessment by the Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement
of Nuclear Weapons and Other Ueapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and
the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof of the eflfectiveness of the
Treaty since itg entry into force;

2. Invites all States that have not yet donz so, particularly thosa
possessing nuclear weapons or any other types of weapons of mass destruction,
to ratify er accede to the Treaty as a significant contribution to
international confidence;

3. Affirms i%s strong interest in avoiding an arms race in nuclear
weapons or a any other types of weapons of mass destruction on the snanbea,
the ocean floor or the subscil thereof;

4. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament - in
consultation with the States Parties to the Treaty and taking into account
the proposals madz during the Review Conference and any relevant
technological developments - to proceed promptly with the consideration of
further measures iu the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms
race in that environment;

5. Calls upon all 5States to refrain from any action which might lead
to the extansion of the arms race Lo the sea-bed and the ocean floor;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Lonferencg of the
Committee on Disarmament all documents of Lhu thirty.-: second session of the
General Assembly relevant te fuprther measures in the field of disarmament
for the prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor and the
subsoil thereof;

T, Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to report
on its nepotiations to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session.
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17. In the course of the spring session of the CCD, in 1978, the US3R e tpressed

its readiness to begin consultations with other States Members of the CCD concerning
the procedure for starting, in the Committee, discussions on the problem of the
further demiiitarization of the sea-bed. According to the USSR the Sea-Bed

Treaty should be regarded as a link in the chain of international limitations
restraining the nuclear arms race since it limited the possibilities of deployment
of nuclear weapons in an environment which constituted most of the surface area

of the planet, At the same time, in its view, the Treaty created thé prerequisites
for the compipte gxzclusion of the seéa-bed and the ocean floor and the subsoll
thereof from the sphere of the arms race by committing States Parties to continue
negotiations on the further demilitarization of that environment. §/

18. Mongolia and Poland recalled tnat under the terms of General Assembly
resolution 32/87 A the Committec was expacted %o proceed promptly with the
consideration of further measures in this field. Poland, furthermore, expressed
the hope that the readineas of the Soviet Union to begin consultations with other
States on the most effective implementation of the request of the General Assambly
would soon be emulated by other States Members of the CCD and States Parties to
the Sea~Bed Treaty. 9/

19. The United States expressed the view that the Sea-Bed Trzabty had not only
achieved its pirrimary purpose but had also played a broader role in preventing the
emergence of an arms rance on the sea-bed. The United States stated that it had as
yvet seen no evidence of an arms race on the sea-bed and saw little prospect

for ore in ﬁhe future. In }ight of fthat, it did not believe that it was necessary
for the Committee, or any other forum, to consider further disarmament measures in
this area at that time; however, it thought that the subject should be kept under
careful review. 10/

20. The question of an arms race on the sez-bad was considered at the first special
session of the Zeneral Asssably devoted to disarmanent. In paragraph 79 of the
Final bocument adopted z% that session, the CGeneral Assembly stated that:

“In order to promote the peaceful use of and to avoid an arms race on
the sea-bed and the ocean floor and the subgoil thereof, the Committesz on
Disarmament is reguested .- in consultation with the States parties to the
Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass_DQétruction ort the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the Subsoil
Thereof, and taking into account the proposals made during the 1977 Review
Conference and any relevant technological developments ~- to procesd promptly
with the con51deratlon of further measures in the ficld of disarmament for
the prevention of an arms race in that onvironment.® 11/

21. During the 1978 summer session of the CCD, the Soviet Unlon noted that, in
addition %o the decision talken by the 1977 ReV1Lw Conference of the Sea-Bed Treaty
and the relevant resoluticon adopted at the thirty-sscond session of the

United Nations General Agzsembly, whieh had entrusted the Committee with the task

of proceeding proaptly to the congideration of further weasures aimed at preventing
an arms race on the sea~bed and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof, the:
special session had also adopted an appropriate recommendation to that effects The
Soviet Union recalled that during the spring session it had affirmed its readiness
to begin consultations with cther States Members of the Committee on posaible ways
of initiating digcussions regarding the problem of demliliitarizing the sea-bed and
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the ocean floor. That proposal had met with the support of a number of
delegations and the Soviet Union now awaited a response to 1ts proposal from other '
delegations. l2/ Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republlc, Hun&ary and Poland
also underscored the need to undertake consultations on further measures for the
demilitarization of the sea-bed. 13/

22. At the thirty-third session of the General Assembly, Poland expressed the hope
that the Committee on Disarmament would be able to proceed promptly with the -
consideration of further disarmement measures in the sea- bed. environment. 14/
Congo expressed the view that the Sea-Bed Treaty had established the necéssary _
conditions for preventing the extension of the arms race to the sea-bed by obliging
States Parties to continue negotiations with a view fto a more developed
demilitarization of that environment. 15/

F S

23. lUhen the Committee on Disarmament convened in ;ngj some attention was

devoted to questions relating to the Sea-Bed Treaty.  Sweden, recalling that the
first Review Conference had requested the Conference of the Commlttee on
Disarmament, in congultation with States Parties to the Treaty, to keep under
continuing review relevant technological developments which mlght affect the operation
of the Treaty; expressed the view that the Committes on Dlsarmament had inherited
the responsibility te-fulfil that task. 16/ Poland e pressbd the hope that the _
Committee would, pursuant to relevant General hasembly rosolutlons, including the
recommendations contained in the Final Document of the first spe01a1 session,
consider -at the earliest opportunity the elaboration of further international
agreements in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an’ arms race on the

" sea-bed and ocean floor. L7/ . Subsequently, Poland submitted a worklﬂg paper on
the subject. 18/ '

24. It should be noted that, as indicated in the report of fhe Committee, an
understanding was reached in commection with the adoption of the Fommlttee 5 agenda
tothe effect that heading IX of the so-called "Decalmgue'I deallﬂg, inter alla, .
with "collateral meas uras’, included among other questlons to be considéred by the
Committee at-appropriate stages of its work, the question of “further measures in
the field of disarmament to prevent an armsg race on the sea-bed and the ocean floor
and in the subsoil thereof", 19/

25. In the coursge of the thirty-sixth sesgion of the General Assembly 1n 1981
Sweden stressed the need to follow closely what it saw as the. cxpandlng mxlltary
utlllzatlon of the cceans and the sea~bed. Recalllng that the first stéps to
control this development had been made in the Sea~Bed Treaty and that the’ Treaty
would soon be reviewed for the second time, Sweden proposed that the Depogitary
States take urgent steps towards fulfilling the Treaty's provision in Artlcle v fpr
a continuation of negotiations concerning further measures for the preventlon of

an arms race on the sea-~bed, the ccean floor and the subscil thereof. In Swedai's
view, the second review of the Treaty was desirable, particularly in Vng of rapid
developments in the field of marine technology, Sweden noted that the first
Review Conference in 1977 had decided that possible technologlcal developments since
the conclusion of the Treaty should be monitored and suggested that a survey of =
technological developments relevant Lo the Sea Bed Treaty could take place at
expert level within the Committee on Diszrmament. 20/
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26. The question of the prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed was examined

at the second special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament in

the context of the consideration of the draft comprehensive programme for disarmament
submitted by the Committee on Disarmament. 21/ However, no agreement was reached

on the relevant text. 22/ #"

27. Also at the special session, Sweden, holding thot the sea-bed was threatened
by growing militarization, stressed that tzchnological developments in that field
should be kepit under review in preparation for the second Review Conference of tne
Parties te the Sea-Bed Treaty. Tt furthermore emphasized that the Committee on
Disarmament should play an active role in such preparations. 23/

28. Sweden raised this matter again during the second part of the 1982 session
of the Committee on Disarmament. 24/

29. At the thirty-seventh session of the General Assembly, the Soviet Union,
referring to resolution 37/99H of 3 December 1982 relating to the preparation and
convening in 1983 of the second Review Conference, attached great importance to the
further strengthening and effective implementation of the provisions of the

Sea~-Bed Treaty and, in that connection, stressed the significance of Article V of
the Treaty under which States PFarties undertook the obligation to continue
negotiations concerning further meazsures in the field of disarmament for the
prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed and ocean floor.{%i/

30. It should be noted that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which was opened for signature oh 10 December 1982, containg provisions relating

to peaceful uses of the sea-bed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof bevond the limiis
of national jurisdiction. 26/

31. In the course of the first part of the 19835 session of the Committee on
Disarmament, Sweden renewed its proposal concerning consideration by the Committee
of major technological developments which affect the operation of the Treatya 27/

32. The Preparatory Committee for the Second Review Conference, in paragraph 21
of its Final Report, recalling the request in the Final Document, part II, of the
First Review Conference with respect to Articles V and VII of the Treaty, invited
the Committee on Disarmament to undertake appropriate follow-up measures and
requested the Committee to enable States Parties not nrembers of the Committee on
Disarmament to participate in that follow-up in accordance with its rules of
procedure.

33. In that connection, during the second part of its 1983 session, the Committee
on Disarmament decided to hoid an informal meeting on 9 August 1983. Ir.
necessary, an additional meeting would be held on 11 August 1983. 28/

STATUS OF THE TREATY

34. Since the firvat Review Conference in 1977, 10 countries have become Parties
to the Treaty: Argentina, Cape Verde, Central African Republic;:Congo,

Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, Luxembourg, Sac Tome and Principe, Solomon Islands and
Vietnam. A list of Parties to the Treaty is reproduced in Annex IIT.
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ANNEX I -

TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE EMPLACEMENT-OF'NUCLEAR,
WEAPONS AND OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION ON THE
SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOQR.AND IN THE SUBSOIL THEREOF

(OPENED-FOR SIGNATURB AT LONDO“ MOSCGW AND WASHINGTON 11 February 1971
: h : S : i
ENTERED INTO FORCE 18 May 19]2 g ! = . !
- 1 l= o EEE . ! . .
THE DEPOSITARY GOVERNMENTS ine Unman of . Soviet Socialist Republics,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of America.

The States Partles to this. Treaty,n~ ' : . ;: -

Recognl31ng the commeon intarest of manklnd in the progress of the exploratien
and use of the seambed and the ocean floor for peaceful purposes,

Considcrlng,that the provention of a2 nuclear arms race on the sea-bed and the.’
ocean floor;serves:the .interests of maintaining world peace, reduces international.
tensionsrand strengthens friepdly relat%ons among Stdtes,

Convinced that this Treaty coustltutes a: step towards the exclusmon of the
sea~bed; the ocean=floor and the BMbSOll thpreof from the arms race, :
B ' 0L
Convmnced Lhat this Treaty constltutes a s&ep towards a treaty on general and
complete disarmament under strict and.effe¢tive internaticnal control, and
determined Lo contlnue ﬂﬁgot1ations to this end

Gonvxnced that thxs Treaty will further the purposes and prmnciples of the
Charter of the Unibed Nations, in a manner consistent with the principles of
lnternatlonal law® and u¢thout infringlnv the freedoms of the high seas,

Have agreed as zollows

“Article 1
1. The States Parties to this Treably undertake not to .emplant or emplace
onithe .sea-bed and ths ccean floor and in the subsoil thereof beyond the outer
limit of. a-sea~bed zone, as defired in article II,:any nuclear weapons or any
other types of weapons of mass destruction as well as structures; launching
installations or.any other Tacilities specifically designed for storing, testing
or using such weapons. .

2, -The undertakings of paragraph 1 of this article shall also apply to the
sea=bed zone referred Lo inithe sams. paragraph, except that within such sea-bed
zone, they shall nnt analy either to the coastal State or to the sea~bed beneath
its terrltorlal vaters :
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3. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to assist, encourage or
induce any State to carry out activities referred to in paragraph 1 of this
article and not to participate in any obther way in such actions.

Article II

For the purpose of this Treaty, the outer 1imit of the sea-bed zone referred
to in article I shall be coterminous with the twelve.mile outer limit of the zone
referred to in part II of the Convention on the Territorial Sea and the
Contiguous Zone, signed at Geneva on 29 April 1958, and shall be measured in
accordance with the provisions of part I, section II, of that Convention and in
accordance with internadtional. law. '

Article IIX

1. In order to promote the objectives of and ensure compliance with the
provisions of this Treaty, each State Party to the Treaty shall have the right to
verify through observation the activities of other States Parties to the Treaty
on the seanbed and the ocean floor and in the subsoll thereof beyond the _zone

activitles.

L2 If after such observatlon reasonable doubts remain concerning the
fulfllment of the obligatlons assumed under the Treaty, the State Party having
such ‘doubts and thé State Party that is responsible for the activities giving
rise to the doubts shall comsult with a view to removing the doubts. If the
doubts persist, the State Party having such doubts shall notify the dther
States Parties, and the Parties concerned shall co~operate on such further
procedures for verification as may be agreed, including appropriate inspection of
objects, structures, installations or other facilities that reasonably may be
expécted to be of a kind deseribed in article I. The Parties in the region of
the activities, including ahy coastal State, and any other Party so requesting,
shall be entitled to participate in such consultatlon and co-operation. After
completlon of the further procedures for verification, an appropridte report LI
shall be clrculated to other Parties by the Party that initiated such procedures.

3. If the State responslble for the actxv;tles glVlng rise to the '
reasonable doubts is not identifiable by observation of the object, structure, -
installation or other facility, the State Party having such doubts shall notify
and make appropriate inquiries of States Parties in the region of the activities
and of any other State Party. If it is ascertained through these inquiries
that a particular State Party is responsible for the activities, that State Party
shall ednsult and co-operate with other Parties as provided in paragraph 2 of
this darticle. If the identity of the State responsible for the activities cannot
be ascertained through these imquiries, then further verification procedures,
including inspection; may bé undertaken by the inquiring State Party, which shall
invite the participation of the Parties in the region of the activities, 1nclud1ng
any coastal State, and of any other Party desiring to co-Operate

: "¢,' 'If consultation and co-operation pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 of this
artlcla fiave not removed the doubts concerning the agtivities and there remains a
sepious’ “question concerning fulfilment of the obllgatlons asaumed under this
Trealy, a 3tate Party may, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of
the United Nations, refer the matter %o the Security Council, which may take
action in accordance with the Charter,
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5. Verification pursuant to this article, may be undertaken by any
State Party using its own means, or with the full or partial assistance of any
other. State. Party, or through appnopriate_interﬁgtiqnal procedures within. the
framework of the United Nations: and .in;acceordance with its Charter. .

6. Verification activities pursuant to this Treaty shall not interfere with
activities of other States Parties and shall be conducted with due regard for
rights recognized under international law, including the freedoms of the high seas
and the rights of coastal States with respect to the exploration and exploitatlon
of thelr continental shelves.

Article IV

Nothing in this Treaty.shall be interpreted as supporting or prejudicing the
position ofl.any: State Ranty with- respect te existing international conventions,
including the 1958 ponvention on the Territorial Sea and the Contlguous Zone, or
with respect to rights or claims which such. State Party may assert, or with
respect to recognition or non-recognition of rights or claims asserted by any
other State, related to waters off its coasts, including, inter alia, territorial
seas and eontmguous zones, or to bhe sea-bed and the:ocean floor, 1nclud1ng
continental shelves.

Article V

Tﬁﬁ%?argieE £6 thié»Treaty uﬁdentakeitq-continqe negotiations in good,féith '
concerning further measures in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an
arms race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor and the;subsoil thereof..

Any State Party may propose amendments to this Treaty. Amendments shall
enter into forge for each State Party accepting. the amendments upon their .
acceptance by a magority Qf the States Parties to ‘the Treaty and, thereafter, for
each remaining State Party on the date of acceptance by it.

Artiélé VII

Five yeana after the entry into force of this Treaty,ia conference of Parties;
to the Treaty,shall be held at: Geneva, Switzerland in order to review the . - [t
operation of, this Treaty with a view, te assuring, that the purpases of the preamble
and the provisions of the Treaty are being realized.  Such review shal}l take.into
account any relevant technological developments. The review conference shall
determine,. in accordance with the views.,of a majority, of Lfhose Parties attending,
whether and when an additional review conference shall be convened..; :

. Article VIII

Each State Party to this Treaty shall in exercising its national sovereignty
have the right to withdraw from this Treaty if it decides that extraordinary
events related to the subject-matter of this Treaty have jeopardized the supreme
intereats of its country. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to all other
States Parties to the Treaty and to the United Nationa Security Council three
months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the extraordinary
events it considers to have jeopardized its supreme interests.
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Article IX

]

The provisions of this Treaty shall in no way affect the obligations agsimed
by States Parties to the Treaty under international instruments establishing

.zones free fram nuclear weapons.

s

vy i

Article X
1. This Treaty shall be open’ for signature to all States. Any State
which does not sign the Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.

:Instruments of ratiflcatlon and of accession shall be deposgited with the

Governments of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republies, the United Kingdom of
Great’ Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, which are
hereby Qesignated the Depositary Governments,.

3;“ Thls Treaty shall enter into force after the deposit of instruments
of ratification by 22 Governments, including the Governments designated &s ‘
Depositary Governments of this Treaty.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are
dep051ted after the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force

:on “the date of the deposit of thelr instruments of ratifieation or acceasion.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform the Governments of
all signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature, of the date of
deposit of each instrument of ratification or of accession, of the date of the
entry into force of this Treaty, and of the receipt of other notices.

6. f‘This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments
pursuant to Article lﬁg:of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article X1

This Treaty, the Chinese, English French Russian and Spanlsh texts of

" which are equally authentiec, shall be deposited in’ the ‘archives of the

Depositary ‘Gavernments. Duly certified copies of this Treaty shall be
transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the Governments of the States
signatory and accsding thereto. -

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being duly authorlzed thereto; have
signed this Treaty.

DONE in triplicate, at the cities of. London, Moscow and Washington, this

seventh day of February, one thousand nine hundred seventy-one,
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ANNEX IT

Final Declaration of the First Review Conference of the Parties
to the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear
Weapons and Other Weapons of Mags Destruction on the Sea-Bed
s and ‘the Ocean Floor ano in the Subaoil Thereof*
PREAMBLE : e
The States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohlbitlon of the Emplacement of
Nuclear Weapor:a and OLher Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the
Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof which met in Geneva in June 1977 in
accordance with the provisions of Article VII to review the operation of the
Treéty with a vxew (e} aoBUPlHE that the purposes of the preamble and the
prov151ons of the Treeby are be.ng realized' ) L —
_ '§§gogn%§1ng'tho continuing 1mportance of ihe.ireéfyiand @tsﬁbﬁg§¢t;vgs,
Affirming their belief that universal adherence to the Treaty would enhance
international peace and security.

Pl =

of mass deourucf;on on che sea-bod would present a grave ‘threat  £6 international’
security,

Recogﬂxznn§ alsc the jmroruance of cont*nulng negotiations concerning further
measures in the field of dlsarmamﬂnt for the prevention of an arms race on the
seaub d;’ the ccean Ploor and cho JubBOil thereof A o '

Consxder:nﬁ “Hhats the continuation of the trend towards a relaxation of
tension in JHteP”@LlOHEl relations provides a favourable ‘climate in whlchrmore
significant progress can- be made-towdids the cessatith” of tho arms race,

i

excliusion- o” “he ﬁ@a—béc, uhe ooean floor end the subsoll thereof from the arms
race, ‘ '

n‘nr;pl"las:hz“fn,c; oho cormon 1nterost oFf manklnd in the progreas of the exploration
and use of the aoawbed and the ooean floor ror peaceful purposes,.

Becognizing that “he natural resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond
the llmita of natienal juriasdiction, uill have an increasing role in assuring, the
etonomin ‘phograas of States, pﬂrticularly of - developing counbrios and reoallin
in-this Gohnection Genéral ‘Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV), o N .

Apgealing to Statez to refrain from any action which might lead to the, . ]
extenslon of the arms race to the sea-bed and ocean floor, and might impede the
exploration and explo:tation by States of the natural resources of the seaubed and
oceati - floor for Lheﬂ' economlc deVPlOPMEut :

: P i
'

international; nogotwafiona ofn che Law-of the Sea Wlll affect the rights and
obligations assumed by the Statés partids uider’ this® Treaty,

V-

*/ SBT/CONF/25/1I
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Declare as follous
PURPOSES

The States parties to the Treaby reaffirm their atrong common interest in
avolding an arms race on the sea-bed in nuclear weapons or any other types of
weapons of mass destruction. They reaffirm thelr strong support for the Treaty,
their continued dedication to its principles and objectives and thelr commitment
to implement effectively its provisions.

ARTICLE I

The review undertaken by the Conference confirms that the obligations assumed
under Article I of the Treaty have been faithfully observed by the States parties.
The Conference is convinced that the continued observance of this Article remains
essentlial to the objective which all States parties share of avoiding an arms race
in nuclear weapons or any other type of weapons of mass destructlon on the sea-bed.

ARTICLE II

The Conference reaffirms its support for the provisions of Article II which
define the zone covered by the Treaty.

ARTICLE TII

The Conference notes with satisfaction that no State Party has found it
necessary to invoke the provisions of Article III, paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 dealing
with international complaints and verification procedures. The Conference considers
that the provisions for consultation and co-operation contained in paragraphs 2, 3
and 5 include the right of interested States parties to agree to resort to various
international consultative procedures, such as ad hoc consultative groups of
experts and other procedures.

The Conference reaffirms in the framework of Article III and Article IV Ehat
nothing in the verification provisions of this Treaty should be interpreted as
affecting or limiting, and notes with satisfaction that nothing in these
provisions has been identifled as affecting or limiting, the rights of States
Parties recognized uhder international law and consistent with their obligations
under the Treaty, including the freedom of the high seas and the rights of coastal
States.

The Conference reaffirms that States parties should exercise their rights under
Article ITII with due regard for the sovereign rights of coastal States as recoghnized
under international law.

ARTICLE IV

The Conference notes the importance of Article IV which provides that nothing
in this Treaty shall be interpreted as supporting or prejudicing the position of
any State party with respect to existing international conventions, including the
1958 Convention on the Territorial Séa and Contiguous Zone, or with respect to
rights or claims which such State party may assert, or with respect to recognition
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or non-recognition cif rights or claims aaserted by any other State, related to *
waters off its ccast, including, inter alla,.ﬂdPPlﬁOPlal seas and contiguous zones,
or t0'the sea<bed and the ocean fluur, 1nulud¢ng conf inzhtal shelves. ,The Conference
also noted that obligations assumed by States parties Lo the Treaty arising from
other internatlonal instruments cortinue to applr. The Conference zgrees that the
zone covered by the Treaty reflects the right balance between the need to prevent

an arms race in nuclea weapons and any other types of veapons of mass destruction

on the seambed and uhe rlght of States to contvoT verilrcatlon act1v1ties closé to
their own' coasts. "

c

ARTICLE V

The Conference affirms the commitment undertaken in Article V to continue
negotiations in good faitn Voprcrqvnb further medsures in the "field of dlsarmament
for the prevenbﬁon of an ar3 race on the sea-bed, the oceaﬁ flcor and the subsoil
thereof. To this end, the Conference reqnests fhau the Conference of the Committee
on Disarmament in’consulbation with the States parties to the Treabty, %aking into
account the propesals made during this Conference and any relevant Lechao1ogioal
develcpments, proceed promp:ly with cons JLEPatI»n ot ;uruhc" reasures in the field
of dLsarmamenL for the prevéhsion of an amus race on the sea-hed. “hz ocean floor
and the subsoll thereor.

ARTICLE VI

The Conference nctes thab cver the [ive years of the operation of the Treaty
no State party proposed any amendments ©n this Treaty ascording to the procedure
laid down in this Article

ARTICLE VIT

The Conference notes with satisloction the spirit of co-operation in which
the Review Conference was held,

The Conference takes noLa of the fact thot 1o information has been presented
to it indicating that major techuolegiae) developmenis have caken place since 1972
which affect the cperastion of tie Treaiy. Thz Conference, nevertheless,
recognizes the need Lo keep such developments undepr continuing raview apd invites
the Conference of the Commitize on Dlzarmanznl, in consulintion with the States
parties to the Treabty, to ccnsider esbablishiing an ad_hoc expert group under its
auspices for thig purpose. Such o group migh® facilitate the implementation of the
purpeses stated in Lhe secbicen dealing with Artiele V, It might zlso contribute to
the orderly preparation of the next Review Conrerence.

In order further to facilitzte the disseminabion of information relevant to
the Treaty to States for their assesamens, the Conference invibtes the Secretary-General
of the United Natiors “o Gollact such infermasion from officialiv available sources
and publish it ir the United Nations Yearbock on Disarmament.

Q

The Conferencs, recognizinz the rpﬁrt uice of the review mechanisn provided in
Article VIT, dezides thet & furiiher review conference should be held in Geneva in
1982 unless a majority of the States parties indicate to the Depozitaries that they
wish it %¢ be posftponed. In any case 2 fuwiher review confarence shall be convened
not later then 1984, The next conferenze shall deberminz in eccordance with the
views of a majority of thozz States purties attending whether and whan an additional
revisw conference shall bz convened,
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ARTICLE VIIT

The Conference notes with satisfaction that no State party has exercised 1ts
rights to withdraw from the Treaty under Article VIII.

ARTICLE IX

The Conference reaffirms its conviction that nothing in the Treabty affects the
obligations assumed by States parties to the Treaty under international instruments
establishing zones free from nuclear weapons.

ARTICLE X

The Conference stresses that the five years that have elapsed since the date
of entry of the Treaty into force have demonstrated its effectiveness. At the same
time the Conference notes with concern that the Treaty has not yet achieved
universal acceptance. Therefore the Conference calls upon the States that have not
yet become Parties particularly those possessing nuclear weapons or any other types
of weapons of masg destruction, to do so at the earliest possible date. Such
adherence would be a significant contribution to international confidence.
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LIST OF STATES PARTIES TO THE TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE

EMPLACEMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS

DESTRUCTION ON THE SEA-BED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR AND IN THE
SUBSOIL THEREQR®

Afghanistan
Argenting
Australia
Augtria

Belgium
Botaswana
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African Republic
Congo

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Yemen™
Denmarik -
Dominiecan Republic

Ethlopia
Finland

German Democratic Republic 7
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana

Guinea~Bigaau

Hungary

Iceland

Tndia

iraq

Ireland ,
Islamic Republic of Iran
Italy

Ivory Coast

Japan
Jordan

Lao People's Demoeratic Republic
Lesotho
Luxembourg
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Malaysila
Malta
Mauritius
Mongolia
Morocco

Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Norway

Panama
Poland
Portugal

Qatar

Romania
Rwanda

Sao Tomé and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Seychelles

Singapore

Solomon Islanda

South Africa
Swaziland

Sweden

Switzerland

Togo -
Tunisia
Turkey

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Kingdem of Great Britain andv
Northern Ireland

United States of America v/

Viet Nam

Yugoslavia

Zambia





