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Ihe meeting was called to order at 4,10 p,n.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Ihe agenda was adopted.
THE SITUATION IN LIBERIA
LETTER DATED 28 OCTOBER 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT REPREZENTATIVE OF BENIN
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

(5/24735)

LETTER DATED 18 NOVEMBER 1992 FROM THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
LIBERIA ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/24825)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to inform
members of the Council that I have received letters from the representatives
of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d°'Ivoire, Egypt, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia,
Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra lacne and Togo in which they request to be
invited to participate in the debate on the item on the Council's agenda. 1In
conformity with the usual practice I propose, with the consent of the Council,
to ianvite those representatives to participate in the discussion, without the
right to vote, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter and
rule 37 of the Council's provisional rules of procedure.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

I welcome the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Benin, and
invite him to take a place at the Council table.

I welcome the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Interim Government of
Liberia, and invite him to take a place at the Council table,

At the invitation of the President, Mr, Holo (Benin} and Mr, Matthews
{Liberia) took places at the Councjl tables Mr. Sanon (Burkina Faso), Mr. Essy

(Cote A'Ivoire). Mr. Elaraby (Eavpt). Mr. Jabana (Gambia). Mr. Dankwa (Chana).

Mr. Kouyate (Guinea), Mr. Peerthum (Mauritiug), Mr, Mwachukwu (Migeria),
Mr, Cisgé gal), Mr. Koroma (Eierra Leone) and Mr, Natchaba (Togo) took

the places reserved for them at the side of the Council Chamber.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Security Council
will now bagin its consideration of the item on the agenda.

The Security Council is meetirg in response to the requests contained in
letters dated 28 October 1992 from the Permanent Representative of Benin to
the United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council
{/24735) and from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Liberia (5/24825).

I shouvld like to draw the attention of members of the Council to
documents 5/24811, S$/24812 and §5/24815, dated 30 October, 13 November and
17 November 1992, from the Permanent Representative of Benin to the United
Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council.

The first speaker is the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of
Benin, Mr. Theodore Holo, on whom I now call.

Mr., HOLO (Benin) (interpretation from French): I have the houwour,
Sir, to extend to you the warm congratulations of the delegation of the
Economic Community of West Afric-an States (ECOWAS), which I have the privilege
to lead here, on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for
November. Your role at the head of this important body of the United Nations
system has been welcomed with great respect by all those who see in the
country that you represent, Hungary, the crucible of a great civilization and
a great culture and a country that has gained the admiration of the entire
world by the impressive manner in which it is gi«ing democracy a contemporary
dimension.

I should also like to express to Ambassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée of
France, who guided the work of the Council last month, our appreciation for
the quality of his presidency. I shall not dwell on the excellent relations
that bind his country to all the countries that are members of ECOWAS., They

are, in a word, ezemplary.
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(Mc, Hole, Benin)

To you, Mr, President, and all the other members of the Council I should
like to express, on behalf of the President of the Republic of Benin, His
Excellency Mr. Nicéphore Soglo, Acting Chairman of the ECOWAS Authority of
Hoads of State and Government, our deepest gratitude for having kindly agreed
to hold this mesting of the Security Council devoted to the tragedy unfolding
in Liberia. Your presence in this Chamber, despite what I know to be your
very busy schedules, attests to the determination and willingness of the
Security Council to discharge fully the responsibility entrusted to it by
Membsr States under the relevant provisions of the Charter: safeguarding
international poace and security.

The Economic Community of West African States welcomes the attention and
constart support it has always had from the United Nations in its efforts to
restore peace in Liberia. 1In this regard, we should mention the statements of
the Secvrity Council on 22 January 1991 and 7 May 1992 requesting the warring
parties to cooparate in a peaceful settlement of the comnflict.

In this context, we should also mention the praiseworthy efforts of the
Secretary-General to mobilize international humanitarian assistance for the
thousands of innocent victims of famine, rape, murder, hostage-taking and
other torments of all kinds.

We have great hope that this meeting will lead to firm decisions whose
implemeatation will finally give the Liberian pecple, afte. several years of
murderous civil war, reason to hope for a better future,

The civil war raging in Liberia dates back to 1989. 1It is an armed
struggle for politiczl power whose protagonists include Mr. Charles Taylor's
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) and the United Liberation Movement
of Liberia (ULIMO), inspired by the memory of the former President of Liberia,

killed in that war.
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(Mr. Holo. Benia)

Since the outbreak of hostilities the Heads of State and Goverament of
the countries members of the Economic Community of West African States have,
both individually and within the framework of the Community, taken many
initiatives, all aimed at a peaceful settlement of the Liberian conflict. I
should like to remind the Council of the major stages.

First, on 6 and 7 May 1990 the Standing Mediation Committee of the
Economic Community of West African States met in Banjul, in the Republic of
the Gambia, and took important decisions on the establishment of a cease-fire,
the creation of an Economic Community Monitcring Group {ECOMOG), charged with
monitoring cease-fires in Liberia, the setting up of a transitional
Government, .he establishment of a special emergancy fund for ECOWAS
operatioas and the establishment of an ECUWAS olserver group to oversee

general elections and presidential elections.
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(Mr, Holo, Benin)

Then, on 27 and 28 November 1990 a special conference of Heads of State
or Government of the Economic Community cf West African States (ECOWAS) was
held at Bamako, Mali; it adopted a peace plan for Liberia and the entire West
African subregion.

Finally, the fourth Yamoussoukro meeting, in October 1991, and the Geneva
meeting of April 1992 marked a significant evolution in the efforts of the
Economic Community of West African States to establish a just and lasting
peace in Liberia. Had there been even a start to the implementation of the
results of those important meetings, this would have greatly helped to achieve
the goals of the high officials of our subregional organization with respect
to Liberia.

All the warring factions in Liberia had accepted the proposed modalities
for carrying out the peace plan, including the encampment and disarmament of
all their armed troops under the supervision of the Economic Community
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) and the organization of free, democratic elections
under the supervision of foreign observers.

But the provisions of the ECOWAS peace plan, which had raised such hopes
for the restoraticn of peace - lasting peace - and for the end of the great
suffering of the Liberian people, were blocked by many obstacles owing to the
numerous violatcions by one of the warring factions: Mr. Charles Taylor's
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL).

Despite many appeals for a cease-fire the fighting continued, especially

with the appearance of a faction known as the United Liberation Movement of
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At the fifteenth Summit Meeting of the Economic Community of West African
S-ates, held at Dakar from 27 to 29 July 1692, the Heads of State or
Government reaffirmed once more their commitment to working for compliance
with the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement. A one-month deadline was set for the
encampment and disarmament operations., It was also agreed that at the end of
that time new measures would be devised to make the various factions comply
with the decisions should it become clear that they did not irntend to
implemeat them.

At that summit Beain was honoured to be appointed Chairman of ECOWAS for
one year. Following the fifteenth summit, convinced that peace and security
are the only path to the economic integration that is indispensable for our
subregion, President Nicéphore Soglo took a series of actions officially to
inform the protagonists, including the NPFL and ULIMO, of the decisions of the
Dakar summit and to make them understand the need to accept and scrupulously
observe the peace plan and the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement.

The current Chairman of ECOWAS subsequently approached the
Sacretary-General to gain the assistance and support of the Security Council
and the international communicy at large with respect to any measures the
Economic Community of West African States might adopt to restore peace to
Liberia.

In conformity with the Dakar summit decisions, the first Joint Sumnit of
the Standing Mediation Committee and the Committee of Five, which had been
established to resolve the Liberian conflict, was held at Cotonou, Benin, on

20 October 1992,
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(Mc. Holo, Benin)

Following that meeting, a new appeal was issued to the warring parties to
observe a cease-fire as of midnight on 21 October 19%2 throughout the
territory of Liberia. To that end, the ECOWAS Monitoring Group was made
responsible for supervising compliance with the cease-fire by the parties
concerned. A 15-day deadline was established for the complete implementation
of the provisions of the Yamoussoukro 1V Agreement of 30 October 1991.

A follow-up committee was established, composed of Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo. This
Committee of Nine constitutes the ministerial delegation I have the honmour to
lead today. It was mandated to evaluate, five days before the expiration of
the 15-day deadline, the extent to which the parties had implemented the
Cotonou Aecisions; if the situation was unchanged, the Committee was mandated
to implement fully the Cotonou decision with respect to sanctions against the
warring factions that had not complied with the provisions of the
Yamousgoukro IV Agreement. Those sanctions are intended to blockade all land,
sea and air points of entry into Liberia in order to prevent the delivery of
war matérinl to those parties and the export of products from the zones they
control in Liberia.

Despite the mcasures we adopted at Cotonou in the hope of ending the
horrors of a civil war that has already cost thousands of lives, there remains
2 great risk that the war will spread to the entire West Africa. subregion if
the protagonists continue, in violation of intermational humanitarian law, to

speak the language of arms rather than that of dialogue and reason.
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(Mc, Holo, Bemin)

The ECOWAS intervention {orce, ECOMOG, 1s gravely handicapped in its
mission, and has ¢ven been the target of armed attacks by Mr. Charles Taylor's
NPFL that have claimed many victims in its ranks.

Those ware the circumstances in which a meeting of Heads of State or
Govarnment of the follow-up committee ~ the Comnittee of Nine - was held at
Abuja on 7 November 1992, The summit issued a fresh appeal for an immediate
cease-fire as of midnight, 10 Novaembar 1992, The Heads of State or Government
also invited the Sacretary-General to name a spscial representative to work
with the Economic Community of West African States to implement the peace plan
for Liberia.

Above all, tho summit noted that the deadline set by the Cotomou meeting
had expired, and that the parties had not implemented the provisions of the
Yamoussoukro IV Agreement. Consequently, the Heads of State or Goverament
considered that their decision on sanctions had entered into force against all

the warring factioms a8 of 5 November 1992.
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These energetic steps were necessary to put an end to this civil war,
continuation of which threatened the peace and security of iha West African
subregion and therefore international peace and security. That is why a
mandate was given to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the member countries
of the Committee of Nine, here present, to approach the Security Council as
soon as possible in order to explain the details of the decision on sanctions
and request its firm support so as to make the decision binding on the
international community.

As this meeting is being held, we must draw a grim conclusion: Liberia
is gradually becoming engulfed in a total war. The innocent people of that
country are the victims of bombings, hardship, sickness and famine.

This disastrous situation requires urgent effective action, which our
Governments earnestly hope will be adopted and implemented by the
Security Council. Among other things, we have in mind: f£irst., effective
compliance with the cease-fire agreed upon by the Heads of State of ECOWAS on
28 November 1990; second, the disarming and encampment of the troops of the
warring factions; third, the appointment of a Special Representative by the
Secretary-General; fourth, a total arms embargo against Liberia, with the
exception of arms for ECOMOG; fifth, a ban on export of Liberjian resources by
the warring parties from the areas they control. Those measures would create
conditions that would allow the organization of free and democratic elections
in Liberia.

To that end, we ask the Security Council to remain seized of this matter
until peace has been totally restored in a country that was among the three

African Members that signed the San Francisco Charter.
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Furthermore, we belleve that the alarming developments im this situation
require an increase in humanitarian assistance., Therefore we would like the
various steps to be adopted in this framework to be given immediate
follow-up. The Liberian people, so sorely tried by civil war, expects the
international community to support the efforts of ECOWAS in Liberia by
agreeing to apply sanctions against all the warring parties that continue to
violate the peace agreements.

The Economic Community of West African States, which our delegation has
the honour to represent here, is firmly convinced that our work will allow us
to show all peoples that international solidarity can in fact help to
establish a climate of lasting peace on our continent in general and in
particular in our subregior, an integral part of the South Atlantic that in
1986 the General Assembly proclaimed a zone of peace and cooperation
encompassing 23 countries of Africa and Latin America.

Constant support from the Organization of African Unity is a sourze of
encouragement for the Heads of State and Govermment of that subregion, as is
the support of the Hon-Aligned Movement, as can be seen from the conclusions
of its last Summit, held in Jakarta in September of this year.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Benin for the kinds words he addressed
to me and my country.

The next speaker i~ the Minister of Foreign Affaire of the Interim
Government of Liberia, His Excellency Mr. Gabrlel Baccus Matthews, upon whom I

now call.
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Mr., MATTHEWS (Liberjia): We wish to register our appreciation for
the convening of the Council to discuss Liberia.

Please accept my thanks, Mr. President, for the honour and privilege you
have ai.forded me to address the Council on the situation in Liberia and to
advance some comments on the draft resolution the Council has before it today.

I wish to commend the Council for its earlier support qgiven to the peace
initiatives of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in
Liberia as evidenced by the statements of 22 January 1991 and 7 Mav 1992.
These statements signal the Council's awareness of the threat that ths ongoing
crisis in Liberia poses to the peace and sacurity of the West African
subregion.

On behalf of the people of Liberia, it is my duty to advance the sad
commentary that these two statements proved to be the most that Liberia, a
founding Member of the United Nations and a nation that has always risen to
the clarion call of its international Auty, could elicit from the Security
Council during the most critical hour of its history. Of course, the
redeeming feature for the United Wations is the humanitarian assistance that
has been given in respouse to the emergency, for which we have no less than
enduring praise.

In 1990, at the height of the Liberian civil conflict, international
opinion on Liberia was divided between the imperutives for humanitarian
intervention, on the one hand, and the value of reaffirming classical
conceptions of sovereignty, however anachronistic, on the other.

Tt wms =2t that ¢ the membexr States of TG
their wisdom and humanity, took the bold and courageous decision to deploy in

Liberia the ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG).
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(M. Matthews, Liberia)

In a decisive way, ECOMOG secured a cease-fire in a three-way war of
attrition. It saved the Liberian people from conducting themselves to
extinction. For this, we remain eternally grateful to all the member States
of ECOWAS, particularly the Governments and peoplus of Nigeria, Ghana,
Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leones, the Gambia and Mali, which are participating in
ECOMOG.

Apart from ECOMOG, which has security responsibility, the ECOWAS Peace
Plan called for the formation of an Interim Government of National Unity. The
Peace Plan, formulated in consultations with Liberians, conceived the Iaterim
Government to be an inclusive framework embodying all the warring partles, the
political parties and the diverse interest groups of the country. All of
these elememts and tendencies, except for the National Patriotic Froat of
Liberia, found comnon ground and formed an interim administration for the
governance of the country. The mandate given the Interim Government by a
national conference was to restore civil authority, organize the repatriation
of Liberian refugees and prepare the country for frae and fair internationally

supervised elactions withip a year.
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(Mr, Matthews, Liberia)

However, these hopeful prospects for elections have been consistently
undermined and subvarted by the main rebel faction, the National Patriot:; -
Front of Liberia (NPFL), which has proved to have a different agenda. AaAnd the
differences between that group and all other Liberians are over guestions of
power, State power; not who would wield it, but how it is to be acquired. To
resolve these differences, ECOWAS has conveuned several meetings: from Bamako,
Mali, in November 1990, to Lomeé, Togo, in February and March 1991; to
Monrovia, in March and April 1991; and then fou: meetings in Yamoussoukro,
Cote d'Ivoire, between June and October 1991, which culminated in the
Yamoussoukro IV Agreement of 30 October 1991.

With the Liberian problem as its priuncipal preoccupation and its
overriding distraction from development issues over the past two and half
years, ECOWAS has exerted every effort to ensure a peaceful resolution of the
Liberian c¢risis. Indeed, Liberians will arrive at peace oaly through
negotiations. But that is precisely what ECOWAS has been pursuing. Liberians
have negotiated, and agreements have been concluded. The problem has been the
lack of will by the National Patriotic Front to implement the decisions
reached.

The conclusions of the negotiations among the Liberians are outlined in
the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement of 30 October 1991, It provides, inter alia.
for the encampment and disarmament of the combatants under the supervision of
ECOMOG, the establishment of an Electoral Commission and an Ad Hoc Supreme
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the conduct of fr2e and fair elections under international supervision and
monitoering., It was agreed that the process would be completed in six months -

chat is, by April 1992,
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(Mc. Matthews, Liberia)

But all of this was mere wishful thinking, since events have proven that
the National Patriotic Front has mnever abandondoned its military agenda or its
quest to secure power by force of arms.

In order to enhance the NPFL's willingnass to cooperate, the Interim
Government pursued a number of positive steps: we secured firm commitments
from some countries to assist with funding for demobilizing and rehebiliting
combatants; we declared an amnesty, to enhance the prospects for
reconciliation; we secured food, to assist the NPFL in the prospective
encampment of its troops. To give confidence to the KPFL with respect to the
pending elections, we offered it the position of Chairman as well as majority
seating on the Electoral Commission.

These overtnres did not soften the NPFL's intransigence, and, as if our
problems were not enough, its posture had the net effect of provoking the
emergence of a fourth force. The United Liberation Movement for Democracy in
Liberia (ULIMO), consisting largely of Liberian refugees, complained about the
slow pace of the peace process. It announced that, by force of arms, it would
compel the NPFL to comply with the Yamoussoukro IV Accord. ULIMO has since
baen engaging NPFL forces and wresting territory from them.

Despite these setbacks, the ECOWAS countries continued their efforts to
find a solution to the Liberian crisis. Additional meetings were held: in
Geneva, in April 1992; Dakar, in July 1992; and in Cotonou, in August and
October 1992. Unfortunately, it would appear that the uncocperative stance of
the NPFL forces increasad in direct proportion to the numhar of meotinas.

Their actions became bolder. They murdered some of the peace-keepers;

they disarmed others and held several hundred hostage. On 15 October 1992,
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they declared open, unprovoked warfare against ECOMOG, with an assault that
attempted to seize the sate haven of Monrovia, tne capital, and bombarded the
civilian population with rocket fire.

With the failure of NPFL and ULIMO to effect a cease-fire and end
hostilities, the sanctions, which were threatened by the Authority of Heads of
State and Government of ECOWAS in Dakar in July 1992 and decided upon in
Cotonou in October 1992, were finally imposed, in Abuja this month.

That is the crux of what brings us here today. We are here because peace
is not possible in Liberia unless these belligerent parties are divested of
the prospect of acquiring additional arms. Peace is not achievable unless
their capacity to wage war is curtailed. This is the reality of our situation,

The sanctions which we in ECOWAS declared at the Abuja Summit are binding
on all ECOWAS member States. We call here for the Council's support of these
measures so as to ensure broad international corpliance.

These sanctions are not an end in themselves: their imposition has
relevance for the objective of compelling the bolligerent parties to abandon
their military agenda in favour of a political one. These forces must be
compelled to realize that military victory is neither an option nor a
possibility in Liberia. The SBecurity Council must act decisively to buttress,
support and sustain the leaders in West Africa, who are continuing to pay a
heavy price so that the people of Liberia may have a democratic option.

The Liberian situation has all the makings of one that could degenerate
into a wider counilagration in West Africa. By its spiili-over efiecis, it is
already a clear and present danger to neighbouring Sierra Leone: it is slowly

transforming West Africa into an arms marbet,
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As the West African subregion responds to this subregional problem, a
request to the Security Counrcil to support the measures ECOWAS has taken
should not be viewed as a mere appeal: it must be perceived in the context of
the Council's responsibility to maintain iaternational peace and security. We
therefore commend the draft resolution to members for unanimous adoption.

We wish €o thank the Council once more for its continu'ng interest in the
Liberian crxisis. We alao avail ourselves of this opportunity to call the
Council's attention to the recent Special Emergency Appeal for Displaced
Persons in Liber/+ iaunched by the Secretary-Gensral. The empathy and support
of the internatiounal community would be most appreciated.

The PRESIDENT (interpretatiosn from French): The ne«t speaker is the
rapresentative of Senegal. I invite him to take a place at the Council table

and to make his statement now,
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Mr. CISSE (Senegal) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) and its acting Chairman,
President Abdou Diouf, I wish first to express our sincerest thanks to all the
members of the Security Council for their swift response in acceding once
again to a request by Africa for a meeting on the continuing conflict in
Liberia. We are very grateful to you, Mr, President, and to the entire
membership of the Council, for this demonstration of understanding of, and
interest in, one of our most pressing concerns.

It is clear that Africa is a continent in difficulty, a continent whose
situation, compared with that of the rest of the world, is hardly euviable.
But, notwithstanding the difficulties of all kinds besetting cur continent,
Africa is continuing to do its utmost to take charge of its own destiny.
Particularly dotermined efforts have been made to promote genuivre African
economic integration, which is vital to the future of our continent.

ECOWAS, which the 16 countries of the region established 17 years ago in
1975, expresses Africa's unshakeable determination to set up viable ecomomic
groupings to overcome the underdevelopment of our continent. Together with
other African ragional groups, ECOWAS has slowly but surely been tackling a
task that is long and difficult but vital for our continent's progress and
prosperity.

The Treaty establishing the African Economic Community, which the OAU
concluded in Abuja, Nigeria, a little more than a year ago, in July 1991,
makes these regional groupings the foundations of a future community embracing
the whole continent. However, since 1989 the Liberian crisis has slowed the
momencum gained by ECOWAS by significantly hampering the Cummunity's ability

to carry out its task of integration smoothly. Much time, much energy and
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many resources that should have besn devoted to other pressing tasks have been
diverted by this crisis. The longer the crisis lasts, the longer there will
be harmful delays in sconomic integration, without which there can be nec
viable future for our continent. That is one of the reasons why we have
cslled for the support of the Council and its cuntribution to settling the
crisis in Liberis.

I said that that was one of the rcasons, but it is not the only one. The
crisis in Liberis is doing more than just to delay our progress ‘cowards
economic integration. It is also a genuine threat to the peace and security
of the 16 countries of ECOWAS.

All the harm that this crisis has done to Liberia is well knowa. But in
addition it has many destabilizing factors for the countries of the region,
Pirst, a huge quantity of weapons is now circulating in that part of Africa.
Moreover, they are accompanied by a wliole range of military experts of all
types vho are, more than ever before, selling themselves openly to the highest
bidder in the lnternational marke:t. In addition, there are hundreds of
thousands of refugees - more than a third of the population of Liberia -~
scattered about the varjous neighbouring countries, putting an increasingly
intolerable burden on those countries, which have limited resources.
Purthermore, the war has crossed the borders of Liberia, spreading to Slerra
Leone. Perhaps tomorrow 1t will spread to other countries of the region.

fortunately, however, the threat has been clearly perceived by the
international community. The Buropean Community. the Security Couneil and the
Sacretary-General of the United Nations have all tackled it, in a way that

shows they understand the problem clearly.
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Our hope today is that the international community will help ECOWAS, and
thus the OAU, to find a solution to this disturbing problem, This should be
made easier by the fact that the framework for a peacaful settlement ~ in the
form of a peace plan - has already been prepared by the countries of the
subregion, with, I would stress, the support of all the parties to the
conflict. Better still, consensus was reached even on the arrangements for
implementing the plan.

In this regard, the Council said in its statement of 7 May 1992 that

"the Yamoussoukro Accord of 30 October 1991 offers the baest possible

framework for a peaceful resolution of the Liberian conflict by creating

. the necessary conditions for free and fair elections in Liberia.”

(S/PV.3071, p. 3)

Therefore, in the absence of a military settlement, which we do not hape
for, it is ounly unatural that economic waspons and an arms embargo should be
used against those who trample under foot agresments they have freely entered
into. It was in order to receive the Council's help that we asked for this
meeting, conviaced that at the present stage that is the best way to
contribute to a future of peace im Liberia,

The Special Representative whom we hope the Secretary-General will
appoint will be able to help inform the Council on the exact situation
prevailing in Liberia so that it may consider suitable messures to settle the
conflict.

I s8aid earlier that Africans were making major efforts to take charge of
the destiny of their continent. The intervention force of ECOMOG is a perfect
example. Its establishment was unprecedented; the countries of a region,

despite chronic difficulties and pressing domestic tasks, mobilized their
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scant resources to mount a peace-keeping oparation in order to save lives and
proswte the peaceful settlement of a fratrizidal conflict. But the remarkable
job done by this Weat African force over the past two years is now being
systematically undermined by a faction that seems to think it is strong enough
to make the peace process a hostage to its whims,

The success of the complemertary efforts of ECOWAS and the United Nations
in Liberia will largely determine the viablility of the cooperation, so
ardently desired, between the United Nations and regional arrangements in the
quest to restore peace wherever it has been breached. That is the true rajson
d’8tra of Chapter VIII of the Charter and of the appeal rightly made by the
Secretary-Genexral in Chapter VII of his repert “An Agenda for Peace"
{A/47/277). ECOMOG therefore needs the support of the United Nations more
than sver before.

In the circumstances, our hope is that the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General will bo able, atter an objectiv» evaluation of the situation
on the ground, to make recommendations along these lines, particularly as
regards holdiug free and democratic elections in Libgsria, We are sure that

" the Council, which is responsible for the mainiensnce of peace and security

for the whole internstional community., will suppcrt us in our work for peace.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The next speaker is the
Min. ster for Foreign Affairs of Cote A'Ivoire. I invite him to take a place
at the Council teble and to make his statement.

Mr. ESSY (COte d'Ivoire)(interpretation from French): Allow me at
the outset, Mr. President, teo join preceding speakers in congratulating you on
your assumption of your office and on the outstanding manner in which you are
guiding the Council‘'s discussions this month.

Allow ms also to extend my warm congratuiations to your precedessor,
Arbassador Jean-Bernard Mérimée, who presided so effectively over the Council
last month.

My colleague from Renin, whose country is exercising chairmanship of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Authority of Heads of Statas
and Government, has just presented the objectives of the mission entrusted to
ths ECOWAS Heads of State. His statement, of courses, has our full support.

The crisis in Liberia has bheen raised in the Security Council on saveral
occasions, It has given rise to two presidential statements, on
27 Janvary 1991 and 7 May 1992, and, more recently, a statement by the
Secretary-General on 2 Hovember last.

Today, at the unanimous behest of tla ECOWAS Heads of State, we have come
to the Security Council to ask for a greater ianvolvemeat by the in( ~rnationsl
comnunity in the search for a peaceful settlement to this destructive conflict
that has been devastating our subregion.

In addition to its human dimensions, the conflict is also jeopardizing
the overall policy of economic integration that is today the principal aoal of

our subregional organization.
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Indeed, it was at the thirteenth conference of the ECOWAS Heads of State
and Goverument held at Banjul, Gambia, from 28 to 30 May 1980 that ECOWAS was
first seized of the problem in Liberia, where extremely violent disturbances
had been the daily lot of the Liberian psople since December of 1989,

That intervention by ECOWAS in Liberiasn affairs had its roots in the
provisions of article 4 B of the ECOWAS Mutual Assistance Protocol. Tha
Standing Mediation Committee created at the Banjul su;mlﬁ meeting drow~up the
ECOWAS Peace Plan for Liberia. That plan advocated, first, an immediate
cedse-fire; secondly, the creation of a monitoring committes:; thirdly, the
creation of a transitional government and, lastly, the holding within a period
of 12 months of free presidential elections monitored by an ECOWAS observer
group.

Unfortunately, that plan came¢ to naught. The ensuing summit meetings
held at Bamako, Mali, on 27 and 28 November 1990 and at Lomé on 11 and
13 February 1991 did not resolve the crisis in Liberia.

Given the impasse that had been reached and the repeated incideants along
the border betwsen Liberis and Sierra Laone, the Heads of State of the
" subregion met at Yamassoukro and called upon President Pélix ‘touphouét-Boigny,
as dean of the area‘’s leaders, to attempt to £ind s solution to the
fratricidal conflict that was causing such bloodshed in Liberia.

Under the chairmanship of President Houphou€t-Boigny, Cote 4°'lIvoire,
Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Gambia and Togo were appointed to the Committes of
Five at the ECOWAS Bummit Meeting at Abuja with a mandate to sesek to
re-establish in Liberia conditions in which peace and security might be
restored and an envirooment propitious to free and democratic elections

estaplished.
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The Committee of Five met on four occasions at Yamoussoukro in 1991 and
once at Geneva. All the agreementes reacisd at those msetings between the
parties concerned, nanely, the Agresment of 30 October 1991 and the provisions
added at the meeting held at Geneva on 6 and 7 April 1992, have besu endorsed
by ECOWAS, which bas felt that tke Agreement provided the best framework for a
peaceful and lasting settlement of the Liberian conflict.

The Yemoussoukru Agreemeat of 30 October 1991 provided., inter alia, that
the following tasks be ;onplotod prior to the holding of dQemocratic
elections: one, all entry and exit points into Liberia would be monitcred by
ZCOMOG forces; two, roadblocks snd checkpoints on the main Liberian highways
would be removed to facilitate the fras circulation of individuals; three, a
buffer sone would be created along the Sierra Leone-Liberis border under the
control of the ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG); four, all hostile foreign
forces would be withdrawn from the territnry of Bierra Leons; five, combatants
would be disarmed and stationed in sncampments under ECOMOG control; six, an
Interim Elections Commission would be created and, seven, sn International
Negotiator Hetwork group under Mr. Jimmy Carter would visit Liberia to asaist
the eslectoral process in Liberia.,

We can state that some progress has bsen made with regsard to the creation
of the Interim Elections Commission and an ad hoc Supreme Court.
Unfortunately, howover, the gsame cannot be said with respact to the other
slements of the Yamoussoukro Agreement, in particular with regard to the
encampment and disarmament of the factions.

On the basis of strict neutrality President Houhphoust-Boigny bocame
fully involved in the mission antrusted to him by his peers. He entered into

an ongoing dislogue with all factions to 1dentify their respective concerns.
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He offersd 3 wealth of advice and suggestions to relieve their fears and
encourage them to go aloag with the process of encempment and disarmament, two
conditions essential to the holding of free, fair and democratic elections.

At the meeting of the Committee of Five on 16 and 17 September 1991 at
Yamoussoukro, at the request of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL)
Senegal was invited and agreed to zend a contingent to ECOMOG., Ironically.
six Senegalese soldiers were to be killed at Vahun by NFFL during the creation
of the buffer zone between Liberia and Sierra Leonse.

At the Dakar Summit Meeting of ECOWAS, the Cdte d'lIvoire also raised the
problem of the faction known as the United Liberian Movement for Democracy
(ULIMO), which was boing used by the NPLF as a pretext to avoid implementing
the encampment and disarmament of its troops.

The ECOWAS sumnit meating at Dakar thus brought the ULIMO faction into
the negotiating process of ths Yamoussoukro IV Agreement and requested the
Foreign Ministers of Benin, Senegal and J6te 4'Ivoire to contact the movement
and persuade it to commit itself to the gpirit and letter of the Yamoussoukro
IV Agreement. Following the meetings at Cotomou and the misygions sent by the
"ECOWAS Chairman to Sierra Leone and Guinea, agreemsnt was obtained from ULIMO.

Some early implementation of the programmes under the Yamoussoukro
Agreement drawn up by ECOMOG following the Summit Meetings at Yamoussoukro,
Geneva and Dakar was begun following the deployment of certain ECOMOG elements
in various purts of Libsria. However, shortly thereafter, following incidents

in the areas under NPFL control, the situation reverted to the status qgyo ante.
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Given the stagnation of the situation and the escalation of
confrontations, ECOWAS could only reaffirm the right of ECOMOG to defend
itself against any armed attack, regardless of the source.

After the many conferences of Heads of Stace and Goverument of ECOWAS,
after the many ministerial meetings of the Standing Msdiation Committee and
the non-implementation of the various programmes of implemantation of the
Yamoussoukro IV Agresment, the Heads of States of ECOWAS had no cholce but to
resort to sanctions. Ia Abujas, they therefore decided to implement tuese
sanctions, starting on 5 November 1992, against all belligerent parties that
do not comply with the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement.

To this end, it is imperative that, with the support of the Security
Council, an effective cease-fire be put into effect speedily in Liberia and
that the Secretary-General, in accordance with the request of the Heads of
States of ECOWAS, bLe able to appoint in the near future a Special
Representative who would work in close cooperation with ECOWAS in implementing
the peace plan of Yamoussoukro IV.

The presence of a United Nations observer group im Liberia, in the
opinion of my delegation, could only help build confidence among the parties,
which is what we want in order to promote the encampment and disarming of the
factions.

One of the goals of the Yamoussoukro IV Agresment is reducing to the
lowest possible level stockpiles of weapons on Liberian territery. The
adoption of certain peaceful measures, together with an embargo on weapons
headed towards Liboria, will have real effect only if these measures are part
of broad international policing action. The succeas of such action would help

bring about a speedy settlement to the problem of Liberia.
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President Houphoust-Boigny has always sald that C3te A'Ivoire will always
be working for peace and will not be on the side of war., For CSte d'Ivoire,
the implementation of the sanctions decided on in Abuja is part of the logic
of peace, namely, to contribute to the disarming and encampmeunt of the parties
to the conflict.

All these facts, the chronological reminders of the Liberian tragedy,
show that, in accordance with the provisions of Article 52 of the United
Nations Charter, ECOWAS has spared no effort to bring about a peaceful
settlement of this conflict.

It ig now up to the Council to make a decisive contribution to tkLis
action taken by our subregional orgonization with a view to reaching the
objective of peace in Liberia,

My colleagues and I are confident that the Council will respond
favourably to our reguest, which falls within the framework of the report of
the Sacretary-General entitled “An Agenda for Peace”.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Céte d'Ivoire for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Burkina Faso, His
Excellency Mr. Thomas Sanon. I welcome him and I invite him to take a place
at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mx. SANON (Burkina Paso) (interpretation from Freanch): Allow me to
join previous speakers in congratulating you, Sir, on your assumption of the
presidency of the Security Council for November. I should also 1like to pay
tribute to your predecessor, the Permanent Representative of France,

Ambassador Mérimée.
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A long and painful chain of events has brought us besfore the Council
today to conside:r along with members the agenda item entitled “The situation
in Liberia". My colleague, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Benin, heads the delegation of our subregion and has just spoken on our
behalf about the origins and developments of the situation in Liberia. As he
stated, since July 1990 the Heads of State of the Sconomic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) have been trying to find a solution to the crisis
through many meotings. Burkina Faso took part in all of these meetings with
the firm determination to arrive at a negotiated solution to the conflict.

Nevertheless, it has not failed to express some reservations over certain
measures and the manner in which they were implemented. To our mind, our
concerns turned out to be well-founded. We have been the object of
accusations, which we have answered, and since then Burkina Faso has given
pride of place to a negotiated and peaceful solution to this conflict, even
though we continue to be accused of actions that we are not responsible for.
We remain convinced that pointing the finger at a scapegoat will not solve the
issue before us. Accusations and complaints, in fact, have been made on both
sides. We are convinced, again, that it is time to go beyond the stage of
mutual recrimination and elaborate a common position, so that all together we
might discharge our responsibilities to the Liberian people and the peoples of
the subregion.

That is why we are here today.

Our conviction is that the situation iu Liberia i3 first and foremost a
Liberian matter; that we should not throw oil on the fire; and that no

military solution could responsibly be contemplated.
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Any dynamic for peace in Liberia should have as its first objective a
search for ways and means to resume dialogue among the Liberians themselves,
without outside interference, so that they may arrive at agreed solutions.

We therefore agree with the results of the Firat Summit Meeting of the
Committee of Nine, held at Abuja on 7 November 1992, that, inter alia, on the
reaffirmation of the role of ECOMOG as a neutral disengagement force. In that
connection, in my capacity as Minister for Foreign Affairs, and pursuant to
the relevant articles of our Constitution, on 13 November 1 spoke before my
country's Parliament and asked that it authorize the addition of a Burkina
Faso contingent to the ECOMOG troops.

We support the implementation of the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement of
30 October 1991, confirmed by the Ganeva meeting of 7 April 1992, and thereby
the organizing of free and democratic elections ir Liberia.

In considering the steps laid down on 7 November 1992 at Abuja, the
Security Council would be able, with a view to restoring peace and security to
Liberia and to the subregioa, to consider all the necessary steps for 2
cease~fire among all the warring parties. It is essential that the entire
process should be such as to ensure that, after the cease-fire is obtained,
there will be no resumption of the fighting, that all the warring parties will
be deprived of the means of financing their war-making machinery and that the
Liberian people will have the final word in the resolution of this crisis
through free and democratic elections.

Burkina Faso's thinking remains and still is ceatred on ECOWAS: its
dedication to the community ideal, its desire for peace and cooperation with
all States in the subregion and its hope that subregional joint efforts will

enable the Liberians finally to lay the groundwork for a lasting peace.
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It is in renewing this dedication before the Security Council that we
join in the statement just wade on behalf of the Comwittee of Niune of ECOWAS

by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Benin,
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
rapresentative of Burkina Faso for the kird words he addrezsed to me.

The next speaker is the Minister of the Interior of Gambia. I invite him
to take a place at the Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. JABANG (Gambia): I should first of all like to join my
collesagues who have already spoken in congratulating you, Sir, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for this month and to
thank you and all the members of this body for kindly accedirg to the request
of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for the convening of
a meeting of the Security Council to consider the situation in Liberia. Under
your wise guidance and competent leadership our deliberations will, I have no
doubt, be brought to a successful conclusion.

I should also 1like to express my delegation's appreciation for the
Council's earlier expression of support for the people of Liberia in
recognition of the useful role ECOWAS has been playing in finding a just,
peaceful and lasting solution to the Liberian conflict. Your support is a
great source of encouragement to Liberians in particular and to all Wast
Aricans in general in their attempt to resolve the problem in Liberis and its
attendant human suffering.

In the same veln, I should also like to extend my delegation's sincere
thanks and appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for his
request to the international community for humanitarian assistance for
Liberia. Indeed, Gerneral Assembly resolution 46/147, entitled: "Assistance
for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Liberia”, strikes a deep chord 6!
gratitude in our hearts, and we wholeheartedly convey our thanks to all those
who have baeen coatributing {inancjally and materially to this noble and humane

objective.
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The purpose of our presence hero today is to seek further support and
assistance from the Security Council in resolving the Liberian conflict.

The a... of ECOWAS since its inception has been to achieve economic
development for our people to improve their living standards and to promote
their dignity as a people, thereby ensuring global security in our subregion.
§till, our shared aspirations in the economic and security fields continue to
form the solid foundation of our subregional organization, ECOWAS, vis-d-vis
our bilateral relations.

As the Council is already aware, we cannot achieve economic development
in a climate of instability and disorder, for prosperity and war cannot
coexist. A climate of peace and tranquillity is a necessary condition for any
meaningful development.

The tragedy in Liberia which is impading our efforts to achieve our
socio-economic goals is unfolding daily and assuming more and more critical
dimensions. Today we are witnessing an increased waste of material and human
lives, particularly the lives of those patriotic peace-keepers. These
atrocities are inflicted upon our people in Liberia by senseless and
unpatriotic warring factions., thereby not only impeding the good work of our
Heads of State and Government but alsc making our subregion one of the largest
producers of refugees.

These warring factions are law-breakers, destroyers of the constitutional
rights and liberties of our people in Liberia and, in fact, ultimately the
destrovers of free and democratie Statas in aur guhranian. Bnauah ie ancush,
This is the truth and reality of the Liberian situation,

The war in Liberia is not a natural disaster. It is a man-made disaster;

therefore, it can only be settled by a man-made solution. Our first and
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pre-eminent challenge today is the restoration of peace in Liberia in
particular and the cnnsolidation of democracy in our subregion in general.

It was in this spirit that the Yamoussoukro IV Accord was adopted by our
Heads of State. The successful implementation of our collective commitments
under Yamoussoukro IV depends largely on the adoption of the draft resolution
before the Security Council, which calls for a general arms embargo.

If crimes and atrocities are to be controlled, we must control the
weapons with which they are committed, and we must resolutely put an end to
the easy availability of those deadly weapons.

Peace, after all, is the bedrock of all our hopes. It is for this reason
that we are seeking the support of the Security Council and the adoption of
the draft resolution before it.

Peace cannot be exported to our subregion. We must create domestic
conditions that are conducive to the restoration of peace in Liberia, and this
is what Yamoussoukro IV is all about. This is all we are seeking from this
Council,

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the
representative of Gambia for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker is the representative of Guinea. I invite him to take a
place at the Council table and to make his statement,

Mg, KOUYATE (Guinea) (interpretation from French): It is with a
mixture of comfort and hope that my delegation has the honour to speak today
on a timely question of great priority which calls for a prompt and effective
response on the part of the international community in general and of Africa

in particular.
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Indeed, since the outbreak of the Liberian conflict at the end of
December 1989 it has brought to the martyred people of that land and the
States of the subregion immeasurable counseguences that jeopardizec peace and

security.
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As a rasult of the violsnce in that fraternal country, hundreds of
thousands have lost their lives or their property. An entire nation, once
prosperous and united, is being torn apart by rival factions whose only
objective is quite obviously political power. I hardly need add that the
spectre of death and desolation has caused a major migration of people tossed
from Monrovia to neighbouring countries in search of asylum,

In the face of this tragic situation, the subregion has devised and
proposed to the parties to the conflict s peace plan and cn intervention force
with a view to restoring peace and security. The peace plan is aimed at a
poaceful solution of the conflict and calls for the followings an immediate
cease-fire; the encampment and disarmament of troops; and the organization of
frea, fair and democraiic elections.

To that end, ECOWAS -~ through the Standing Mediation Committee, the
committees of Five, the Committee of Nine and the various summit meetings of
Heads of State or Govermment - has discussed the matter and on s number of
occagions has organized talks amoag the warring partieu. Those talks led to
the important agreements adopted at Bamako inm November 1990, at Lomé in
February 1990 and at Yamoussoukro in October 1991.

At Jakarta, the Non-Aligned Movement addressed this matter and expressed
its support for the efforts of ELOWAS.

But the repeated rejections and the obstinately belligerent attitude of
one of the parties constitute the main obatacle to the implementation of the
various agreements. That is why at the summit meeting at Dakar in July 1992
the ECOWAS Heads of State or Government, having considered the situation in
Liberja, set a deadline of 30 days for that faction to demonstrate its

willingness to respact the commitments it had freely entered into.
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Renewad attacks by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) against
the Economic Community Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) demonstrated the NPFL's lack
of cooperation towards bringing peace to Liberia.

This deterioration in the situation prompted ECOWAS, following the Abuja
sunmit of Heads of State or Government in November 1992, to approach the
Security Council to seek its involvement in the quest for a last.ng solution
to this painful fratricidal conflict.

Aware of their responsibilities, the ECOWAS countries showed what
courageous, positive mction a subregional organization can take when
collective peace and security are threatened. After so much effort and
sacrifice, ECOWAS now needs the support and cooperation of the international
community in conformity with Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations.

A nation is dying at a time when the ideas of peace and collective
security are emer¢ing in contemporary international relations as priority
objectives to which the United Nations is committed. War is decimating and
scattering a people at a time wiien international relations are opening up to
dialogue, solidarity and cooperation. Like other psoples, the Liberian people
aspire to the well.being promised by this new era of détents, but the weaspons
and the ambitions ¢f their own sons stand in the way.

This tragedy should not merely move us: it should mobilize the energy
and the cooperation of States Members of the United Nations towards restoring
the rights of the Liberian people. Moreover, resolving the Liberian crisis
through dialogue would be & factor for the promotion of peace fully in keeping
with the noble Charter mandate of the Security Council.

Consistent with its fundamental principles of freedom, justice and peace,

the Republic of Guinea urgently appeals to the Security Council to support the
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efforts of ECOWAS, later alia through the implementation of the Yamoussoukro
Agreement. My delegation is convinced that, to that end, the early
appointment of a special representative of the Secrstary-General would help
the Security Council learn more about the tragedy in Liberia and the heavy
burden it places on neighbouring countries and on other States of the
subregion.

The Security Cougcil must meet this challenge to the international
community in ordsr to enhance its growing prestige and streagthen the
credibility of the United Nations. By adopting the draft resolution before
it, the Council would be granting justice to the thousands of men, women and
children who have died, victims of intolerance and unsatisfied ambition. By
adopting the draft resolution, the Council would give hope to the homeless,
the refugees and the displaced, whose suffering will end only when peace
returns to Liberia and when normal constitutional 1life is retored.

The Council's decision and the monitoring of its implementation will
bring reliet to the countries of the subregion.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from ftench): The next speaker is the
‘Minister for Foreigm Affairs of Nigeria, His Excellency
Major-General Ike Nwachukwu. I welcome him and invite him to take a place at
the Council table and to make his statement.

Mit, NWACHUKWY (Nigeria): Permit me, Sir, on behalf of my delegation
to join earlier speakors in extending to you warm coangratulations on your
assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for the month of
November. I have no doubt that with your rich experience the work of the
Council as it tackles flash-points of political tension world-wide is indeed

in compstent and able hands,
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My delegation also wishes to exprass its gratitude to all the other
members of the Security Council for their quick response to the raquest of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for a discussion of the
Liberian crisis.

Two years ago, when the United Nations was facing its ordeal in the
Persian Gulf, the Liberian crisis was already a fact. Let us recall the
deplorable carnage in Liberia, which shamed the world during those traumatic
days.

The countries of the Economic Community of Wast African States, which
went into Liberia through the ECOWAS cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG),
were holding the fort not only for themselves but also for the Unlted Nations
in accordance with Chapter VIII of the Charter, as well as for other States
wkich had a stake and a responsibility in the conflict but which were
otherwise engaged.

Nov we sre witness to the ordesl of ECOMOG, and we feel entitled to claim
the staunch support of the United Nations. Many things have been said in
praise of the ECOMOG fnitiative but, in our view, by far the most relevant was
the observation that ECOMOG - the ECOWAS peasce-kesping force - is a refreshing
example of collective self-help in a subregion that has sesn wmany conflicts
and that, more often than not, has depended on others to rescue it from its
travails. 1Io that sense, ECOMOG is an important building-block in the new
world order of shared reaponsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security which we seek to establish.

But in a higher sense ECOMOG is an earmest of the resolve of the
countries of the West African subregion not merely to pay lip-service to
democracy. but to rise to its responsibilities and stand up in its defence

when the occasion callg, and in spite of the costs.
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The Member States participating in ECOMOG do 30 at grsat cost, and in a
situation fraught with the dauger emanating from their own delicate
preoccupation with the tasks of nation-building., They have also sustalned
gsubstantial costs in materials and mon. These sacrifices must be allowed to
bear fruit. Otherwise, the cost in terms of security and stability in our
subregion will be incalculable.

Peace-keeping and peacemaking in our time require great dlligence and
resourcefulness and political will. We believe it is generally accepted that
the ECOMOG forces have approsched their duty in s remerksbly even-handsd
manner with forbearance and a high sense of responsibility. So great, in
fact, has been their forbearance that in the past faw months
Mr. Charles Taylor and his National Patrotic Front of Liberia have felt able
to pile up against ECOMOG indignities and humiliations such as would in other
circumstances have been quite beyond their powers.

It is therefore a crusl misinterpretation Lo try to portray ECOMOC as
part of the problem in Liberia. Nothing could be further from %he truth, And
nothing could more tragically pander to Mr. Taylor's propaganda and that of

- the National Patrliotic Front of Liberia. None of the member States of ECOMOG
has any territorial ambitions in Liberia, wNone of them has any objactives of
hegemony. Our principal goals conaist of ending the carnage, promoting peace
batwaen the various factions and sthnic groups and establishing a f£irm basis
for democratic elections.

The main problem is that Taylor is afraid of elections. He prefers to
attempt to shoot his way into the executive mansion in Monrovia. In his
pursuit of power through violeanca, he has constituted himself as a «courge on

his own people. He is now no more than another tyrant on the African scene.
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In the past month the delicate peace that ECOMOG had succesded in
establishing has been shattered. Hatred and dreadful refugee problems stalk
Monrovia once again, and the repercussions of the conflict bid fair to
destabilize and engulf our entire subregion.

Worse still, as our subregional organization noted at its last meeting,
there is mounting evidence of war crimes and crimes against hunanity by
Charles Taylor and his men, of which the receant murders of thousands of
Liberians and foreigmers, including five American nuns and more than
160 schoolchildren, may turn out to be only the tip of icebarg. 1In the past
two vears, Taylor has demonstrated prodigious perfidy by going back over and
over again on agreements golemnly entered into in the presence of cur most
revered statesmen. His contempt for the mediation of ECOWAS leaders reached
its height when he launched a massive attack on Monrovia in response to the
general call for a cease-fire.

The world has learned fxom long sxperience that peace is neither secured
nor maintainod by forbearance alone. It has become well accepted over the
years that a peace-keeping force can in the performance of its duties resort
to the use of force to defend itself when it is a victim of unprovoked armed
attack, to avert tragic incidents that constitute crimes against humanity, and
to implement essential details of a peace plan over which parties to the
conflict have agreed, as in the case of Liberia. In these critical days, this
is the message we hope all friends will bear in mind. 1In our subregion, we do
enjoy the friendship of many powerful countries by a long historical

association. Now is the time for them to be true friends in our time of need.
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They must not use their influence, such as it way be, to play devil's
advocate or to undermine the resolve of our organization. They should remain
mindful of the fact that success in peace-keeping for our subregion is at the
same time guccess for our world body and for world peace. They should assist
to the best of their ability in providing humanitarian aid to the teeming
masses of refugeos unleashed on the subregion by Taylor's mindless onslaught.
They should join in putting the weight of the United Nations behind the
prohibition of armuy transfers to the warring factions in order to promote a
conducive environment for free and fair elections in Liberia. They should
join us in condemning the condemnable, namely war crimes and crimes against
bumanity, bearing in mind that those who appear to abet Charles Taylor's
iutransigence are equally culpable, by association, of those hideous crimes.
Our friends should hold themselves in readiness, under the Uanited Nations, to
monitor elections in Liberia, whea elections come, which we believe should be
soon. But above all we say to them: Do not underestimate the capability and
the resolve of our subregional body. Give us your support, and we will
accomplish the task of restoring peace and democracy to Liberia in accordance
"with the wishes of the Liberisn pecple and the pclitical leaders of the West
African subregion, ECOWAS.

Tho PRESIDENT (interpretation from French)s 1 thank the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Nigeria for the kind words he addressed to me.

At this stage I should like ¢o point out that members have recelved
copies of document 5/24827, which contains the text of a draft resolution
prepared during previous consultations of the Council,

The next speaker is the representative of Sierra Leone. I invite him to

take a place at the Councll table and to make his statement.
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Mr. KOROMA (fierra Leone): Mr. President, I thank you most
profoundly for affording me this opportunity to appear before the Council on
this important matter, the situation in Liberia, which affects ay country,
Sierra Laone.
In thanking you, I should like to join with those who have congratulated
you on your election to guide the affairs of the Council this month.

I have been advised that the affairs of the Council were competently and
succeusfully conducted last month by the Permanent Representative of France.
With the exception of Liberia itself, my country has besn the wost
seriously affected victim of the ongoing conflict in Liberia. As I speak here

today, thousands of the civilian population of my country have been killed,
needlessly loaing their lives. Thousands have been injured, snd an estimated
haif a million have either become refugees, with little food or no shelter, or
have found themselves displaced within their own country,

' My fellow citizens who have not been killed by Charles Taylor aud his
hordss have had to wander the forest for days, ferreting for food while
fleeing from the fugitive warlord Charles Taylor and his rebel fighters.

Because of the simed invasion of my country by Taylor and ais rampeying
hordes, our national economy is in ruins, as the Govermment has had to spend
hard-earned resources to de¢fend our country from Charles Taylor, who for more
than a year now has been occupying and ravaging some of the most productive
areas of my country in terms of agriculture and diamond prcductic:, looting

and smuggling those products to acquire arms to continue his armed aggression
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Members of tho Council may ask why and how this human tragedy has hit my
country. They may ask why Sierra Leone today faces a mortal danger to its
security because of the conflict in Liberia. The reasons are not far to
seek: By dint of geography, Sierra Leone is a neighbour of Liberia, and the
two countries share a long land and a maritime boundary. There is evea a
bridge spanning one of the boundary rivers and linking the two couatries.
People of the sare ethnic backgrounds reside on either side of the
international boundary, while in many parts of Sierra Leons large
concentrations of Liberians have settled over the years.

It was against this background ¢l st when the ongoing civil war broke out
in Liberia and started to devastate that country, the thousands of Liberians
who fled their country received sanctuary in Sierra Leone. §Slerra Leoneans
opensd their homes, their aschools, hospitals and workplaces to thousands of
Liberians who had fled their country. Villagers in my country who never had
enough to spare from one harvest to the next shared what little they had with
fleoing Liberians.

With the intensification of the armed conflict in Liberia, with the total
‘breakdown of law and order as Liberians turned on each other and eangaged in
orgies of mass killings - even of women and children who had sought sanctuary
in a church - with other unspeakable atrocities being committed, and in the
absonce of any effective authority in that country, the States of the West
African subregion, including Sierra Leone, after great soul-searching and
purely for humanitarian reasons, basing themselves on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Treaty of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) - which calls for solidarity, umity, mutual trust and good

neighbourliness - and convinced that the continuation of the Liberian conflict
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was a threat to the peace and security of the subregion, decided to send a
peace-keeping force, the Economic Community Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), to
Liberia to put a stop to the mass killings and bring the fighting between the
various factions to an end.

It was because of this humanitarian concern and because Sisrra Leone
happens to be a neighbouring country of Liberia and had allowed its territory
to be used as a base for the peace-keeping forces in Liberia that one of the
factions in the conflict in Liberia, headed by Charles Taylor and his band of
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels, launched a premeditated
armed attack against my country. In his perfidious act against my country,
Charles Taylor was motivated by the fact that the Goverument of Sierra Leone,
to prevent the civil war ip Liberia from esalating and to avoid prolonging it,
had denied tho use of cur territory by Taylor to infiltrate weapons into
Liberia. 8o no suoner was he able to capture the border region of Liberia
than, s an sct of revenge, he decided to launch an armed attack against my
cow .try.

Herein lies the paradoxical and agoniszing experience for my country:
because we allowed our territory to be used to bring peace to Libaria, Charles
Taylor and his hordes of rebels, in violation of international law &nd in
violation of the Charter of the United Nations, launched an armed invasion of
my country and continues to occupy parts of it,

Also in violation of che basic tenets of humanitarian principles, Charles
Taylor has killed and ¢ontinues to kill and maim innocent civiliuans, inclvding
those villageras who had earlier extended sanctuary to Liberians fleeing their
homeland, by attacking them in their sleep and putting thoir homes to the

torch.
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At the same time, this warlord and his rebels have continued to cause
social and ecological depredations in the areas of their operatioas,
destroying public buildings, banks - such as Barclays - schools, hospitals and
clinics.

Thus it can be seen that, both in terms of humaa life and of material
destruction, the conflict in Liberis has proved very costly for my country and
agonizing for its pecple.

Mesanwhile, all efforts by the States in the subregion and by this
Organization to bring the Liberian conflict to a peaceful resolution by
calling for a cease-fire between the various factions, for the disarmament and
encampment of their fighting men and for the holding of free and democratic
elections to be held have come to naught because of the intransigence of
Taylor and his NPFL rebels. He has failed to comply with any of the
agreemants for a psaceful resolution of the confliet into which he voluntarily
entered. Instead of observing a cease-fire and disarming and encamping his
fighters, Taylor has used every form of subterfuge and chicanery to scuttle
all those agreements ond, recently, he has lzunched a military offensive
"against the peace-kesping force in Liberia with heavy weapons he had been
receiving and stockpiling while pretending to be seeking a negotiated
settlement to the conflict. 1Inste. 2 ¢f withdrowing from the parts of my
countyy that he end his rebel fighters are now occupying, Taylor, like all
tyrants beafore him, has lately been making territcorial claims against my
country, blaming Britoin for the present international boundaries that exist
between Sierra Lecne and Liberila,

Slerra Laone, as a small country that has remained faithful to this
Organization and over the years has invested its international security im it,

is thevefore appearing before this Council to request its assistance ia
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repelling Taylor‘'s aggression. This body, as the custodian of international
peace and security, particularly the security of small nations, cannot sit
idly oy while a group of bandits let loose by the total breakdown of law and
order in a neighbouring State and armed and/or supported by some States in the
African region that see it as their mission to spread world revolutlion in the
name of religion, continues to engage in a campaign of destsbilization and
terror against a peaceful and vulnerable Member of this Organization.

On behalf of my country and ita people, I appeal to the Council to take
urgent action to put a stop, once and for all, to the brigandage of Charles
Taylor and his NPPL rebels, which, if not stopped in its tracks, could lead to
instability and insecurity im the whole subregion. Today it is Sierra Leone
that is under attack, but there are other small and equally vulnerable
countries in the subregion that should not be allowed to fall prey to a
fugitive warlord whose aim is to make Liberias a narcocentre for drug
trafficking in our region if he is once able to shoot his way into power in
Monrovia.

We believe that the international community should not tolerate such
criminal conduct against a State Member of this Organization. The Government
and people of Sierra Leone hold Charles Taylor responsible for the armed
attack he launched sgainst my country and for the human and material damage he
has inflicted againat my country and its people.

Sierra Leone therefore supports the call on this Council by the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to impose a complete embargo on all
deliveries of weapous and military equipment to Liberia, especially against
Charles Taylor and his NPFL rebels., and to roquest all States to respect the

measures established by ECOWAS to bring about a peaceful solution to the
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conflict in Liberia. 1In this way, Taylor's asggression against my country
would be stemmsed and his pillaging stoppad.

Sierra Leone, because of the ordeal it hgs had to experience as a result
of its sction on hehalf of the international community, calls on the United |
Nations to rendar it all necessary military, ecomomic and diplomatic support

to ensble it to resist Charles Taylor's aggression.
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The Economic Community of West African States also deservas the full
support of this Organization, acting as it is, and at great cost to some of
its Member States, on behalf of the internstionsl community to restore peace
to Liberia.

I am sura the Council does not want to see another Somalia in Liberia,
The United Nations cannot fail to give its full support to ECOWAS. Otherwise,
the renewed call for greater cooperation bstween the United Nations and the
regional organizations for the maintenance of iaternational peace and security
would have suffered a setback, A decisive and resolute measure on the part of
the Secusity Council will send the right message to all the factions in
Liberia - but to Charles Taylor, in particular - that the internationsl
comrmunity expects them to comply with the peace efforts of ECOWAS in the
interest of their country.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freuch): I thank the
representative of Slerra Leone for the kind words he addressed to me.

The next speaker on my list is the Minigster for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of Togo. I wolcome him and I invite him to take a place at the
Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. NATCHABA (Togo) (imterpretation from French): Pirst of all, I
should like to pay a tribute to you, Mr. President, to your predecessor and to
8ll the members of the Security Council for the sense of responsibility
demonstrated in acceding to the request of the Economic Comnunity of West
African States (ECOWAS) to convene the Council in order to consider the
situation in Liberia.

As it is being held at a particularly critical moment in the Liberian
tragedy, this maeting no doubt will go dowsa in history as an effort inm

éonflict settlement.
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1f we analyse it, the tragedy of the Liberian people for several years
has been calling for universzal awareness and international solidarity, because
of the scope of material loss and the 1088 of human lives and of the numerous
ramifications of the coanflict for the West African subregion.

Pressnted at the outset, and even for a long time, as a mere civil war
and hence an interaal matter, the Liberian crisis hag quickly become a
powerful breeding ground for economic, political and social destabilization in
other countries of West Africa, in particular, the neighbouring countries of
Liberia. 1In this coansction, we should emphasize that each country in the
subregion might have its own potential Liberia.

In Liberia our Heads of State have spared no effort, but as President
Eyadema of Togo hes always stated, everyone can become tirsd except those who
are seeking peace. Yes, we are seeking peace -~ peace for our brothers in
Liberia. Massive efforts made so far by the Headz of State of ECOWAS to solve
the conflict in Liberia proceed from the nobla desire to prossrve peace and
stability az factors for hastening subreqgional econumic inteqratcion and
bringing the peoples of Wast Africa closer together. Our Heads of State aund

" Government, in a movement of solidarity and esxemplary joint action, have bewun
making their contributicn to a peacaful settlement of this conflict, thereby
affirming their determination to eliminate forever a tragedy that could engulf
the entire subregion.

From one meeting to another, from Lomé to Yamassoukro, from one summit
meeting to another, from Dakar to Cotonou and i\buja, the Heads of State and
Government of ECOWAS have given irrefutable proof of their determination to
prevent the Adisintegration of Liberia, to put an end to the inhuman suffering

of the Liborian people, to sliminate threats to neighbouring countries and to
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create the necessary conditions fyr the dawning o a r=w constitutional order,
based on democracy and serving as a guarantes for national unity, social
cohesion and political stability.

Significant in this regard is the peace plan of ECOWAS, which offers the
best framevwork for restoring peace in Liberia.

Algo significant is the deployment of the Monitoring Group of ECOWAS
(ECOMOG), a neutral peace-keeping force, responsible especially for eniuring
compliance with the cease-fire and for the eancampment and digarming of the
warring factions. Here we should like to pay a most earnest tribute to the
mon of ECOMOG whu, at risk to their lives, are facing with determination the
death-dealing folly of Charles Taylor's faction.

Thus, the Heads of State and Goverument of ECOWAS have fully confirmed
the relevance and usefulness of ths regional approach to international peace
and security.

However, non-compliance with the cease-fire by ths National Patriotic
Pront of Libaria (NPFL) of Charles Taylor, the scope and increasso in the
atrocities and the risk of engulfing other countries in the subregion, the
sonetimes death-dealing attacks perpetrated by Taylor's men agalunst ECOMOG
soldiers, the cold-blooded killing of foreign nuns - all of these facts
demonstrate clearly the great complexity of the Liberian conflict and the nsed
for obtaining the support of the Security Council in efforts at solving this
dispute, It i in this context that tho Hesds of State aond Government of
ECOWAS, faithful to their commitment to find a peaceful solution, desmed it
absolutely necessary to involve fully the internatioral community in efforts

at settling the Lilurian crisis.
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In so doiny, they had in mind Chapter VIII of the Charter, which lays
down that the Security Council shall encourage the development of pacific
settlement of local disputes éhrough regional arrangements or &gencies and
that the Council shall, where appropriate, utilize such regional arrangements
or agencies for enforcement action under its authority.

They also had in mind the absolute need to sdopt measures likely to
compel all parties to the conflict to comply scrupulously with the
Yamossoukro IV Accosds.

In requesting assistance from the Security Council, ECOWAS, as a
subregional mechaniam for promoting peace and security, intends to reaffirm
its dedication to the purposzss and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and to break the deadlock in the peace process in Liberia.

It is thus important that the Security Council, the principal organ of
the world Organization for maintaining international peace and security, give
its full support to ECOWAS efforts and initiatives.

That is why we feel it esssntial that the Council adopt a aumber of
urgent measures, namely, the levying of an embargo against arms and military

‘equipment destined for Liberia, with the exception of those for ECOMOG, and
authorizing the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative to
Liberia in order to evaluate the situstion and to consider the means of
dsploying a United Nations observer group with the mandate of assisting ECOMOG
in monitoring the cease-fire and the electoral process.

In any case, the internatioual community will soon be called@ upon - that
is, after the rostoration of poace - to make an adequate contribution to the
rebuilding of Liberia and to the return and reintegration of refugees and

displaced persons.
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After the end of the cold war and the spectacular increase in the United
Nations family, the peoples of the world cherisik the legitimate hope of living
in a new era of peace, stability and prosperity.

That means that today, more than ever, the world Organization is facing a
historic responsibility, namely, to serve as an essential anchor for the
initiatives taken in various parts of the world to prevent threats to peace
and to settle conflicts peacefully.

The risks of African marginalization are real if the considerable
economic and financial aifficulties besetting the continent are accompanied by
an increase in the persistence and aggravation of conflicts.

Action here and now to puft an end to the sufferings of the Libarian
people and to restore peace in Liberia is the message the Heads of State and
Covernment of the Economic Community of West African States are sending to the
Security Council, a message to which they expect an encrgetic and urgent
response to match the new prestige of the United Nations and the increasing
authority and effectiveness of the Security Council.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I thank the Miaister
for Foreign Affairs of Togo for the kind words he addressed to ne.

Mr. MUMBENGEGWX (Zimbabwe): My delegation would like to welcome
Their Excelloncies the Ministers of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) who are with us today. We would particularly like to thank
them for their statements, which have revealed to us the grim situation in
Liberia and the tragic conseguences. both in Liheria itself and in the
svbregion as a whole, of the spiralling violence and carnage. We commend them
for their initiative in bringing to the Security Council concrate proposals

aimed at resolving the situation in Liberia.
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The crisis in Liberia has been with us since December 2989. Three years
later, with over 60,000 innocent civilians dead and thousands of rofugegs
spilling over into neighbouring countries, it can no longer be considered a
purely domestic issue to be resolved by the Liberians themselves. The
conflict has now spilled over into neighbouring countries and thus presents a
tlarcat not only to the region but to international peace and security. ECOWAS
has left no stone uaturzed in the search for a peaceful resolution of the
Liberian couflict. Meeting in Yamoussoukro, Gensva, Cotonou and Abuja, the
West African States, with the full support of the Organiazation of African
Unity (OAU), have managed to formulai> a credible framework within which the
Liberian conflict can be resolved.

The Security Council has on two occasions, on 22 January 1991 and on
7 May 1992, pronounced itself in support of those efforts and of the
Yamoussoukro IV Agreement as the best possible framework for a psaceful
resolution of the conflict in Liberia. PECOWAS has expended scarce resources
and precious lives in that quest. It is appropriate that it now seeks the
full support of the international community in the furtherance of its efforts.

In the spirit of the cooperation between the United Nations and regional
organizations, and as a natural and logical follow-up to the support
previously expressed by the Council for the efforts of ECOWAS, the Security
Council should now throw its weight behind the call for full compliance by all
the parties to the uiberian coanflict with their obligations under the
Yamoussoukro IV Agreements. In addition, my delegation believes that the
imposition of an arms embargo would go a long way towards reducing armaments
in the country and thereby elimipating much of the current wanton loss of
life. In this regard we c2ll upon all Member States to respect such an arms

embargo.
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Zimbabwe would have 1liked to see the Council take immediate concrete
measures on Liberia along the lines that had been requested by the ECOWAS
delegation. However, my delagation also fully appreciates the difficulty of
doing so in the absence of a report and recommeandations by the
Secretary-Grneral. My delegation therefore welcomes the request for the
Secretary-General to dispetch expeditiously %o Liberia a Special
Representative to evalvate how best the United Nations can cooperata with
ECOWAS towards implementing the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement, not ouly in respect
of bringing about a durable cassation of hostilities but also wich respect to
the democratic process that will raise Liberia up from its present nightmare.

There are those who constantly remind us of the unprecedented burden
currently being borne by the Organization in the sphere of peace-keepiug
operations and in the conduct and monitoring of electoral processes. It is
the view of my delegation that the price of peace can never be too high. 7Tn
any case it cannot be denied that investing in peace is far cheaper, both iv
Lumag and financial terms, than investing in war. It is therefore our hope
that the Secretary-General will bring recommendatisns to the Council that will
enable the international community to become more actively involved in the
peace effort in Liberia. In the meantime my delegation urges the
international community to step up the humanitarian relief effort for the
suffering people of Liberia.

The success of regional efforts in resolving the many conflicts we
witness today all over the globe ¢an only be enhanced if those regional
efforts can count on wider internationsl support when they need it, Liberia
offers such an opportunity to demonstrate the wide range of options in the

cooperation between regional organizations and the United Nations. 2Zimbabwe
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therefore welcomes the draft resolution under consideration by the Council.
We regard it as an important first step in the international coamunity'’s

involvement in the peace effort in Liberia.
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Mr. VORONISOV (Russian Federation) (interpretation from Russian):
The Russian delegation would first like to welcoms those Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the States members of the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) who have come to this meeting of the Security Council and thank them
for the statements that we have just heard. We view their participation in
the work of the Council as further proof of the growing cooperation between
the regional organizations and the United Nations in the interest of
international peace and security.

The delegation of the Russian Federatlion shares the serious concern at
the unceasing armed conflict in Liberia., The failure of some belligerent
Liberian groups to implemant the plan for a peaceful settlement in Liberia
agreed to under tne auspices of ECOWAS will lead to an exacerbation of the
situation in that country and is fraught with danger not only to neighbouring
States but also to international peace and sscurity, particularly in West
Africa. There is also an ongoing escalation of violence against the civilian
population that threatens to become a "Somali option" for Liberia, which could
have the most serious consequences.

Russia has consistently advocated and contisues to advocate. iater alia
in the Security Council, that a solution to the Liberian problems should be
sought primarily on a regional basis. That was also the thrust of the recent
appeal made by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia to the participants
in the ECOWAS meeting held at Cotonou in October of this year, particularly to

the Liberian parties represented there, to show a spirit of realism and

acceptable solutions to this protracted conflict.
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Experience in the settlement of many crisiz situations, including some in
Africa, convincingly shows that the only realistic and productive way is the
way of political dialogue and mutual concessions.

It is unfortunate that the belligerent Liberian factions are refusing to
hesd the Security Council's uppeal calling upon them to abide by and implement
the provisions of the various agresments regarding the peace process,
including refraining from any actions that threaten the security of
neighbouring States.

We deem it useful, given the concrete situation, to combine regional
efforts with the efforts of the United Wations, particularly in the sphere of
guaranteeing security and preventing and resclving conflicts. Regarding the
situation in Liberia itself, the Russian delegation regards as extremely
important and very timely the Security Council’'s adoption of resolute measures
with regard to those groups that are refusing to ablde by the Yamoussoukro
Accord, which is an effective basis for a peaceful settlement of the conflict.

Once again, we appeal to all parties to the conflict to take reciprocal
steps to guide the Liberian settlement to political, non-violent solutcions
within the context of the plan agreed to under the auspices of ECOWAS.

The Russian delegation supports the draft resolution contained in
document §/24827 and hopes that its adoption will foster efforts being
undertaken by maembers of ECOWAS with a view to effective compliance with the
cease-fire agreement and also with other agreements concerning the peace
process in Liberia, which ultimately will muke it possible to establish the

necessary conditions for holding democratic elections im the country.
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The Russian Yedsration, for its pairt, is preparsd to promote such sfforts
and to cooperate to that end with all countries and organisations interested
in arriving at a settlement.

M, JESUE (Cape Verds): I welcoms the presence here of the
Ministers of ECOWAS, who have coms to discuss and to speak on this very
momentous problem atfecting the West African subregion, to which my own
country belongs.

Yor years pow, the people of Liberia have been enduring one of the most
painful and tragic situations in their history. The civil war that has been
raging §n Liberia has caused the loss of many lives and has plunged that once
prosperous and orderly country into economic hardship and disarray.

Liberia, one of the first independeant nations in Africa, is unfortunately
one painful example among many in our continent of the destructiveness caused
by the use of violence a8 a seans of solving politicsl differences and
attaining powsr. The result of the use of such violent means is well known to
us all: death, destruction, famine, waves of refugeos and displaced persons,
and widespread fear.

The parties to this fratricidal conflict should stop this irrational use
of violence and settle their differences through peaceful means. In this
reqard, it fs importsnt that the parties cease the hostilities, respect the
cease-fire sgreed to in 1990 and abide by the sgreoments they have entered
into 1# order to bring sbout peace and stability in tho country.

5 52 BCOUAS coumerlss ¢o assist in schisving = palivicsl
solution to the conflict and to bring about political stability are

commendable, aud they deserve all our support. In this context, we call on
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all the parties to the conflict to cooperate with ECOWAS in its efforts to
essist in the process of bringing peace and stability to Liberia, for the
ECOWAS Peace Plan yemains the best framework for a solution to the Liberian
crisis.

The holding of free and fair elections is the only way out if a just and
long-lasting solution is to prevail, Those who still insist on taking power
by force should know that they will not £ind sympathy in, and indeed will not
be recognized by, the international community.

The dimension that vhe conflict in Liberia has assumed has become a
destabilizing factor in West Africa as a whole and poses a real threat to
internation:il peace and security. Therefore, it is timely that the United
Kations, and particularly the Council, be meaningfully involved in the process
of actively ;romnoting a peaceful solution to the conflict.

In our view, the Council and the United Nations in general should play a
more active role in helping Africa cope with the many conflicts that
unfortunately are destroying many countries in our continent.

Today's debate is a good development, for it represents the first
important step in the right direction, and the draft resolutlion that we will
be adopting at the end of this debate, if properly and promptly implemented,
will be of ijmmense value in promoting an agreed peaceful solution to the
conflict.

The resolution imposez a mandatory arms embazrgo, a measure that in our
view is long overdue, for the proliferation of arms and ammunition can only

exacerbat.e and fuel the armed conflict in Liberia.
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The draft resolution also requests the Secretary-General to dispatch a
Special Representative to Liberia to urgently evaluate the situation and
report to the Council. We take this measure as a first step that will, it is
hoped, indicate how the United Nations can play a useful and decisive role in
a peaceful solution to the conflict in Liberia, .

Eqaally important iz ths United Nations response to the humanitarian
nesds of the Libsrian psople. The many displaced persons who are roaming
about the country and the thousands of Liberians who took refuge in the
nsighbouring countries are in dire need of assistance.

We hops that the United Nations system, States and humanitarian

organizations will increase their humanitarian assistance to the victims of

the cooflict fa Liberia.
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Mr- LI Daovu (China) (interpretation from Chinese): First of all,
on bshalf of the Chinese delegation, I should iike to welcome warmly the
ministerial delegation of the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), headed by Mr. Holo, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of
Benin, and thank the delegatiom for its presentation on the recent development
of the Liberian crisis.

Like other countries, the Chinese Government is deeply concerned with the
development of the situation in Liberia, The armed conflict in Liberia, which
broke out in 1989, has been going on for three years. It has not only
inflicted heavy losses of property and life upon the country and its people,
but algo threatened the peace and security of the neighbouring States and the
region as a whole. In the past three years or more the international
community, and especially ECOWAS, have made enormous efforts for the
settlement of the Liberian guestion. In August 1990 ECOWAS dispatched
peace-keeping forces to Liberia and, in November of the same year, helped the
parties involved in the conflict reach a cease-fire agreement. 1In October
last year the ECOWAS countries concerned held a sumnit meeting in Yamoussoukro
and adopted the Yamoussoukro IV Accord on such questions as a cease-~fire and
‘diaarmlnq forces of various parties in Liberia, thus bringing new hope for the
political settlement of the Liberian question. We appreciate the efforts and
positive proposals made by ECOWAS for a peaceful soiution to the Liberian
erisis, Howaver, since October this year, the Liberian situation has once
again undergone grave deterioration. Repeated armed conflicts have again cast
are nrocess in Liheria.

The Chinese delegation is concermed about the remewed deterjoration in

the Liberian situation. Wv urge all the parties to the conflict im Liberla to
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cease immediately their confrontation, realize a cease-fire at an early date
and, with the mediation efforts of ECOWAS, earnestly implement the
Yamoussoukro IV Accord s0 as to create conditions conducive to a peaceful
solution. We hope that the parties concerned in Liberia will, in the interest
of the nation and people, seek a peaceful snlution through negotiations and
dialogu& st an early date for ths ultimate realization of national
reconciliation, so &8 to achieve speedy restoration of domestic peace and
stability and embark upon national reconstruction.

The Chinesea Goverament and people are deeply sympathetic with Liberia and
its people for their sufforings snd enormous losses. The Chinese dalegation
appreciates and supports the Africanm countries, the United Nations and the
international community in all their efforts to stop the bloodshed in Liberia,
seek 2 psaceful settlement of the conflict through negotiations and bring
about lastirng peace and security in that country. We hope that with the joint
efforts of the African countries and the entire iuternational community, new
progress will be made in the process for a political settlement of the
Liberian crisis.

Mr. PEREINS (United Ststes of America): I welcome the Economic
Conmunity of West African States (ECOWAS) ministerial delegation to the
Council.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to review United States policy in
Liberia. I should like to start with a clear articulation of United States
objectives in Liberia: & negotiated settlemenc under the leadership of

ernast. €..11 “‘

ECouAS; full dlscwmamsui of ail Liberian warring factions; the return home of
nearly 1 million Aisplaced iiberians; free and fair internationally monitored
elections; and the establishment of a unified government based on respect for

human right ' demoeratic principles and economic accountability,
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I am saddened that we meet here today against the backdrop of crenewed
conflict in Liberia. The cease-fire brokered by the Economic Community of
West African States held successfully for 21 months. It began to break down
in August of *his year, then was shattered on 15 October when the National
Patriotic Front (NPFL) launched attacks on the West African peace-keuping
forca (ECOMOG), which is protecting Monrovia. Fighting continues on the
outskirts of Monrovia, as ECOMOG re-establishes its defensive perimeter around
the city. while the NPFL countinues to resist ECOWAS calls for encampment and
disacrmament of the Liberian warring factions.

Good faith snd extensive efforts to resolve the conflict peacefully have
foundered against HPFL's refusal to implement the agreoments that
Charles Taylor signed at Yamoussoukro and Geneva. Weapons remain plentiful
throughout the country, and almost a million Liberiana displacsd in
surrounding countries and in Monrovia do not feel they can safely returm to
their homes. The vevolution against Samuel Doe, supported by most Liberians,
has bescome bogged down in a bitter struggle for personal power whils the
interests of the nation suffer.

NHone of t¢the Liberisn warring factions is, of course, blamsless for the
resumption of hostilities. Elements of uvery warriung faction demonstrated &
willingness to reasume hostilities in the build.up tv the current crisis, aud
weé have repesatedly criticized ULIMO for lauaching its incursion in
south-western Liberia. But no factor contributed co the climate of Aisecrust
80 much as the intransigence of the National Patriotic Pront., As the
undisputed leader of the NPFL, which controls some 90 per cent of Liberian
territory, Charles Taylor bears primary responsibility for the implemsntation

of the Yamoussocukro peace plan calling for ancampmeant and disarmament. Oaly
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he can determine whethsr to create the conditions rfor free and fair elections
throughout the couatry; he has chosen instesd to seizse on a variety of excuses
»ot to 4o 30. The United States resains open to cooperation with the NPFL,
and ws recognize that Taylor has legitimate security conssrns. But
Charles Taylor must £ind a way to work with CCOWAS and discontinue his verbal
and military attacks on the regional organisation. Continued resistance to
disarmament portends continued conflict.

The declaved purpose of the peace-kesping forces is, first of all, to
detend themselves and disrupt the NPFL's ability to attack Moanrovia, and,
secondly, to coanvince Charles Taylor that military victory is not possible; he
must return to a nsgotiated settlement, Aizarxm his troops, and give the
Likorian psople the chance to select thcir own leaders thr.ugh free and fair
elections. <The problems which plague Lideria - proliferation of weapons,
insecurity and banditry. ethnic tensions, huge numbsrs of refugees and
dispieced persons dad a shattered economy - will not yield to military
solutiong. But we must send a clear message to aggressors in Liberia and
sisevhere: aggression will not be rewardef. No party which comes to power in
Liberia tirough force or fraud can expec: normai relatcions with the United
States.

Much of the progress of the past year in reaching a political sertlement
has bean uadons, but we must not lose sight of «hat ECCWAS has accomplished
through intervention and negotiation. The dlspatch of a sixz-notion Hast
African peace-keeping force in Augnst 1990 dsrmonstrated unprecedsnted African
determination to take the lead in regional confiict zesolution. ECOMOG ended
the killing, szeparated the warring factions, allowed relief assictance to flow
to avert starvation ard established a cease-fire gnd framework for pesceful

n;gotiations.



S/PV.2138
76

(M. Pegkins, United States)

In a country whers ansrchy reigned, ECOMOG providsd order and a bastion
of security iu Monrovia, and hundreds of thousands of Liberiana flocked to the
relative safety of the city. ECOMOG troops won the support of the populace
and acted with restraint and professionalism during the 21-month cesse-fire.
ECOMOG remeina virtually the only force in Liberia unblewished by serious
human-rights abuses, and is the one military force not motivated by personal
aggrandizemont. Clearly, the ECOMOG troops would like to return to their home
countries, but ECOMOG remains critical to peace, free olections and regioanal
stability.

Although the dispatch of peace-keeping forces to Liberia was a decision
taken by the ECOWAS Governments on their own ipnitiative, we have supported
this effort from its inception. In addition to more than $200 million in
humanitarian assistance to victims of the Liberian conflict, we have provided
a total of $8.6 million in asssistance to ECOWAS directly, and $18.75 million
in bilatersl military grants to ECOWAS member States to support ECOMOG. Their
effort has been endorssd by the Organigation of African Unity and the United
Kations, but ECOWAS countries have borne the vast majority of the expenssc of
‘i8l6ing the pence-keeping force in Liberia,

In adéition to providing maisrial support Jor ECOWAS and humanitarian
support ior Liberians, tho United States stands resdy to help support
demobiliaation of a1l Liberian factions and toc help ensure that the proposed
elections are genuinely free and fair. To ensure resl progress, hovever,
comprehensive disarmament is necessary. Our experience in Angola, Cambodia
and elsewnoere amply demonstrates that peace without disarmansnt is tenuous at
best. This is especially true in Llberia, where proliferation of guns is

accompanied by indisciplins, drugs and widespread human-rights abuses.
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It is imperative that the regional peace-keeping effort in Liberia
succeed., Abandonment of the regional peace process could lead to resumption
of warfare and probable humanitarisn catastrophe. A bloody takeover by force
would deal a setback to democratic aspirations throughout Africa and would
lead to the conclusion that might makes right. Dissidents throughout the
region, many of whom maintain connections to Charles Taylor, would be
encouraged to take their battle into the streets rather than working through
the political process. If the united ECOWAS effort fails in Liberia, the
regional organization is unlikely to venture into the difficult realm of
peace-keeping and conflict resolution in the future, and pressure will build
rapidly for direct United States or United Nations intervention. We owe
ECOWAEZ our full support as it considers means for pressuring the Liberian
warring factions to implement the peace plan calling for encampment,
disarmament and free and fair elections.

Mr. LADSOUS (Prance) (interpretation from French): 7 wish to bsgin
by welcoming the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of countries members of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), whose presence in the
Council today reflects the serjousness of the confrontations in Liberia and
the efforta the countries of the reglon - which are all too sware of it -
intend to make to reech a settlemeat through dialogue.

This tragic situation demands that the international community make every
effort to restore peace in that hapless country. where nothing so far seems to
indicate that a lasting political settlement is in sight. To the coatrary,
the fighticg has intensified since .he beginning of October, imperilling the
entire population of Liberin. The civilian population has suffered

particularly cruel and horrific losses.
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In this connection, I pay & special tribute to the United Nations
agencies and non-governmental organizations which are continuing to work at
the very height of the war to assist the pecple of Liberia.

In viev of this tragedy, France has not failed to hail the efforts of the
countries of the region to restore peace tc Liberia. We have supported, in
perticular, the mediation attempts of the ECOWAS Committee of Five, which led
to the Yamousgoukro IV Agreement. We followed with interest the Cotonou and
Abuja meetings organized by ECOWAS in October and early Hovember
respectively, We share the hope expressed on those occasions that a laating
cease-fire will fingslly be respected, and we support recourse to the
jnternational community to bolster the efforts of the parties and the
countries of the rxegion.

The mecssage brought to the Council by th¢ African Ministers for Poreign
Affairs present today is clear: it is urgent that the United Nations
establish contact with the parties in Libderia. Therefors, France lends its
particular support to the call for a lasting cease-fire and the dispatch of a
special reopresentative of the Secratary-General to the sit¢ of the war and to

"the reglon on a fact-finding mission. It appears essential that we have &
detailed report by the Secrstary-General, describing the aituation on the
ground and sstting out the recommendations he deems most vital to set the
conditions for a lasting cease~-fire. But the serinusness of the Liberian
crisis demanGs speedy action. Ve thorefore hope that the Secratary-Coneral's
fect-finding miscion can take place without delay.

Finally, Prance supports tho idea of a general and complete embargo on
all shipments of waapons i.nd pilitsry equipment to the partics to the confiict

in Liberia} With respsct to the monitoring role the Sacurity Council should
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legitimately play in the context of action under Chapter VII of the Charter,
we welcome the provision in the draft resolution before the Council, by which
the Council, on the basis of the report of the Secretary-General, would
consider certain modalities for the implementation of the draft resolution, in
particular its paragraph 8.

Sir David HANNAY (United Kingdom): I should like to begin by
welcoming the presence in this Chamber of s0 many Ministers from West African
couniri~s. It in very notable that they have come to tho Security Council for
this debate, and I think it is right that we should rark the occasion by
thanking them eutremely warmly for the efforts they have made to bring peace
to a very troubled State in West Africa, and for the sacrifices, both
financial and in human terms, they have undertsken. I really do think thay
deservs the thanks of the Council for that.

The United Kingdom remains deeply concerned at the continuing conflict
and indiscrimicate slaughter im Liberia and at the failure of all recent
attempts to bring about a cease-fire. A particular cause for concern at
present is the plight of the refugses in Monrovia, now thought to number over
100,000,

We havs coasistently welcomed and supported the initiatives of the
countries of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to try to
resolve, through regional efforts, the crisis in Liberia. ¥#e hope that they
will be able to sustain thosc efforts, which are an example to all of us. It
is worth recalling tho appalling situstion which existed in Monrovia in the
sumnes of 1990 before the intervention of the ECOWAS peace-keeping force. We
ace very conscious of the lengths to which the ECOWAS States have gone owvsr

the past two years (o obtain a just sclution to the conflict. We fully
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support the ECOWAS peace plan and the Yamoussoukro IV Agreement, which
represent the basis for a just and peaceful solution to the conflict in
Liberia.

The United Kingdom condemans the actioms of those parties which have
consistently failed to honour agreements reached or tc implement the repeated
calls for a cease-fire. It is those factions in Liberia - and there is one,
of course, that is most prominsnt amongst them - which refuse to accept that
they cannot obtain power through military mesns that alone bear the
responsibility for the present crisis. The challenge is a grim one. We have
besn encouraged by the renewad determination and unity of the States members
of ECOWAS in facing it reflected in the decisions of the Abuja summit. We
welcome the position adopted by ECOWAS and outlined by the visiting delegation
of Ministers.

My delegation supports the draft resolution before the Council. 1In
particular, we welcome the proposal that a special representative of the
Secretary-General be appointed to evaluate the situation and to report back to
the Council. We call on all parties to the conflict to recognize the futility
of continued violence and to cooperate fully with the ECOWAS peace-keeping
force and with the special represantative of the Secretary-General when he is

appointed so as to ensure a peaceful solution to this tragic conflict.
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Mr. AYALA LASSO (Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): At the
outset I wish to extend the greetings of the Goverament of Ecuador and my own
to the distinguished Ministers of State of the Governments of West Africa who
are here with us today, and to offer them the support of Ecuador in the
difficult task in which they personally and their Governments are involved in
order to restore paace to Liberia and tha® tormented part of the world,

The Security Council has for months been following with concera the
situation in Liberia. 1Its concern was evidenced in the presidential
statements adopted in January 1991 and May of this year, through which it
endorsed the peaceful efforts of the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), requested respect for the cease-: : and supported the humanitarian
work of the United Naztions and the Yamoussoukro Accord of October 1992 as the
best possible way of finding a peaceful solution to the conflict, and called
upon the parties to restore peace to the country and ensurg that the crisis
daid not affect neighbouriny countries.

We members of the Council have noted with regret how the problems of that
country, which was born as a dream of freedom, have boea doteriorating, giving
rise to suffering for the people and at the same time extending the
consequences of the crisis to neighbouring countries, which has given the
crisis an international chaeracter.

This requires new and growing participation by the Council in support of
regional efforts, because the persistence cf the problem threatsns the peace
and security of the subregion as a whole,

In meeting today, tke Council has reacted in positive and timely fashion
to the request made bs the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Benin, on behalf of
the Economic Community of West African States, and the Minister for Foreign

Affairs of Liberia.
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In addition the draft resolution we are preparing to adopt responds to
the Council's will effectively to contribute to a peaceful and lasting
settlement of the problem within the authority it enjoys under the Charter to
act in cases of the kind we are considering. It is necessary to draw
atcention to the Council's support for the efforts of ECOWAS to restore peace
and for and the Yamoussoukro IV Accord, respect for and implementation of
which by all signatories is certainly the most appropriate basis for a
peaceful negotiated solution to the coanflict.

It is necessary for all the parties scrupulously to respect the
cease-fire agreements and strictly to comply with che rules of humanitarian
jnternational law, which would eliminate the suffering of the psople of
Liberia and facilitate the peaceful negotiation of a solution to the problem.

The Council also requests the Secretary-General to dispatch urgently a
Special Representative to Liberia, and his evaluation and report will
certainly facilicate future action by the Council.

One of the most important decisions of the Council in support of the
activities of ECOWAS is the imposition of a ganeral and complete embargo on
all deliveries of weapons and military equipment to Liberia. As the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Liberia has said, the purpose of this embargo is to
prompt the fighting parties to abandon their military agends and adopt a
political agenda in order to solve the problem.

Ecuador hopes that the compliance of all States with this resolution will
help to eliminate violence, facilitate the successful development of the
ECOWAS peace efforts, and help restore peace, prosperity and full democracy in
Liberia through the holding of fair and free elections in accordance with the

Yamoussoukro IV Accord,
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Mr, HATANO (Japan): Japan is deeply concerned over the
deteriorating situstion in Liberia, where heavy fighting has resulted in the
deaths of many innocent peopie and the displacement of countless others.

The situation reguires that we call on the parties concerned to stop
fighting immediately and to strictly observe the cease-fire. It is important
that the parties reaffirm their commitment to the Yanoussoukro Accord, which
offers the best framework for a peaceful solution of the conflict.

Japan commends the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for
its untiring efforts to bring the conflict to a speedy end, and will continue
to support those efforts.

Japan believes that the Secretary-General should dispatch urgently a
Special Representative to Liberia to evaluate the situation and report to the
Security Council with recommendations as soon as possible. The Special
Representative is éxpected to coordinate his efforts closely with those of
ECOWAS.

Finally, I wish to appeal to the international community to reaffirm its
support for increased humanitarian assistance to the victims of the cor 'lict
in Liberia.

Mz, ARRIA (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): Vonszuela is
pleased to welcome the Forelign Ministers of the countries of West Africa who
are today participating in this meeting of the Council., We wish to express to
them our support and appreciation.

Liberia has for almost three years been the victim of a civil war, & war
against itgself, that has already cost thousends of 1lives. It is another
society which, 1ike Somalia, is the victim of irresponsible international arms
trade, which generates so-called low-intensity conflicts, but these conflicts

have a high mortality rate.
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The Security Council is today responding to Liberia‘'s reguest and that of
the Community of West African States in order to help f£ind a solution to the
crisis in Liberia, which, as the members of the Community have indicated, is
theatening international peace and security and acquiring truly tragic human
dimensions.

Venezuela supported the request to bring this matter before the
Security Council because we sre convinced that the Council should be attentive
and receptive to issues that are of concern to and affect regional
organizations. It is tho Council's responsibility to interact with them
without detriment to its own undeniable and unavoidable obligationg and
authority.

Since the establishment of the Mediation Committee in 1989, the
Covernments of West Africa have made extraordinary politicel and diplumatic
etfforts, from negotiating a cease-fire in October 1991 to organizing a
ttansiﬁional Government and an electoral process. These are eéloguent
demonstrations of the responsible discharge of their responsibilities in
accordance with Chapter VIII of the Charter.

The nine Ministers of tiie Comnmunity whc have spokeu today puranant to the
mandate from their Heads of State or Government have told the Council lLow
complicated the political negotiating process is at all level; with #1) the
parties in order to find a peaceful solution.

The Community of West African Scates represeats an admirable .nd valuable
example of solidarity with Liberia in its suffarirg and rospornsibility "or lts

own region, where thu Liberian crisis is threatening to upread.
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The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is an admirable
and valourcus example of solidarity with the suffering of Liberia and also of
responsibility towards its own region, into which the Liberian crisis is
threatening tu spread. The warning today from the representative of Sierra
Leone to the effect that his country is in mortal danger is sufficient proof
of this threat.

The determination so amply demonstrated by the Heads of State or
Goverament of ECOWAS obliges the Council to provide the assistance reguestoed
so that this monumental effort in favour of pesace does not collapse and to
avoid having international peace and security jeopardized by the imminant
spread of this terrible conflict.

To ensure that Liberia has the option of permanent peace based on
national reconciliation and on the democratization ot its soclety is without a
doubt a difficult task that will demand a continulty of efforts by the
countries of West Africa and resl cooperatiorn from other countries outside thas
area that have the ability to influence the process.

Veneasuela joins in the support for thig draft resolution, which is a new
commitment by our Organization in this troubled region of West Africa.

e, SREENJVASAN (India): We in the Council are honoured today by
the presunce of seven Ministers of States members of the Economic Community of
West African States (BCOWAS). Tkey have taken the initiative of coming to New
¥ork to draw our attention to the exceptionally serious, indeed tragic,
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very considerable and commendable efforts cthat ECOWAS it¢self has been exerting

to find a solution to this crisis.
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We have listened with attention to their statements today. A great deal
of thought and wisdom has been invested by the highest authorities of the
countries of the region, and their efforts have resulted in a serims of
agreemsnts, to which the Liberian parties themsalves have subscribed, designed
to achisve a peaceful solution to the crisis in that country. Regrettably,
despite these efforts, hostilities have continued.

Since it began three years ago, the fighting in lLiberia has resulted in
thousands of casualties and untold suffering for even greater numbars of
people. While the country has been devastated, innocent civilians hava been
the victims of this fratricidal conflict. Large numbers of refugees have fled
their homes into neighbouring countries. Several hundreds of my own country's
nationals have had to be evacuated from Monrovia, and those that remained
continue to be in danger. There is clearly an international dimension to the
situation that presents s direct threat to regional peace and security. The
efforts of ECOWAS, in this regional context, have also received the
endorsement of the Organizastion of African Unity.

Indesd, the Security Counci) has Desen seized of the situation in Liberia
aince early last year. 1Imn Jsnuary 1991 the Security Council backed ECOWAS
eftorts and called on the parties to the conflict to raspect the agreements
they themselves had signed and to cooperate with ECOWAS to restnre peace and
security in Liborla.' There were some signs of improvement in the situation
initially, with the formation of the Interim Goverament of Natlonal Unity, but
by May 1992 the conflict showed signas of deterioration again. The Council
pronounced itself once more through a presidential statement declaring that
the Yamoussoukro Accords, worked out under ECOWAS auspices, offered the best

possible framework for a peaceful resolution of the Liberian conflict by
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creating the necessary conditions for five and fair elections in Liberia.
Once again, the Council called on the parties to respact and implement the
various Accords of the peace process and refrain from acticns which endanger
the security of neighbouringy States.

As the statements wes have heard today from the countri¢ f the region
maks evident, such action has been to 1ittle avail and the situation has
deteriorated further. The Yamcussoukro Accords still remain only partly
implemented, and ECOWAS efforts to obtain their implementation have resulted
only in further hostilities. ECOWAS therefore has rightly appealed for the
Council's support in the furtherance of its efforts. The Liberian Foreign
Minister himself hus requested action by the Security Council. We believe
that it is incumbent on the Council to respond.

The draft resolution we are considering calls for the establishment cf a
mandatory arms embargo on Liberia. Giveu the situation currently prevailing
in the country, such an embargo should help in reducing hostilicies and
bloodshed, besides sending a clear political signal to the parties that the
international community is serious in demanding peace. Equally importantly,
tiis Secre.ary-Geueral is being requested to send a special representative to
Liberia urgently, to meet with all parties concerned and to cvaluate the
situation so that the Council can have before it an independent analysis of
the situation on the basis of which it can act.

It is our hope that all par ies in Lib-ria will extend their full
spert oz the
situation fajthfully. My deleyation will await the Secretary-General's

recomnendatioryd wi'h latereast.
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Mr._ BENJELLOUN-TOUIMI (Morocco) (interpretation from French): I
should like first of all to welcome the ministerial delegation of the Economic
Community cf West African States (ECOWAS).

Amongst the many problems our continent is facing, the serious crisis in
Liberia is without a doubt one of the most disturbing. The tragic situation
that has prevailed in that fraternal country for long months now - too long -
is of ccurse uf the greatest concera.

The tireless efforts of the ECOWAS countries, which Morocco supports, had
been reflected in the establishment of a peace plan that was intended to lead
to a peaceful settlement of the conflict through the holding of free and fair
elections,

As the situation has unfortunately got worse and is a threat to regional
and international peace and security, the ECOWAS States have naturally sought
the support of the United Nations and the Security Council, 1In view of the
gravity of the situation, our Council has not failed to respond to this appeal
promply and effectively.

The draft resolution that has been worked out by the Council responds
without a doubt - with caution, of course, but in a very serious and
perspicacious manner - to the serious situation obtaining in Liberia. Indeed,
the draft reiterates the interest the international community as a whole is
showing in a Member State. The international community is giving
encouragement, unequivocally and in accordance with Chapter VIII of the
Charter of the United Nations, .o a subregional organization, ECOWAS, which
has done its best to come to the aid of a State in the subregion and has tried
to settle by peaceful means the complex problems associated with the civil war

that is tearing this fraternal country apart.
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The draft resolution that will be adopted this evening is fully
satisfactory to us for more than one reason. First of all, it meets the
concerns of a subregional organization of our African continent. It is also
the fruit of intensive labour in which all the members of tho Council
participated, and, as an African, I thank the Council sincerely.

My delegation pays a special tribute to Ambassador Jesus of Cape Verde
for the way he has made himself available to us, for his wisdom, and, if I may
say so, for his acute sense of persuasion.

My delegation will therefore vote in favour of this text, which, while
providing full support for the efforts of ECOWAS to re-establish peace,
security and stubility in Liberia, imposes a general and complete embargo on
all weapons, in an =tLiempt to stabilize the military situation in the country;
calls upon all parties to the conflict to respect the cease-fire; and requests
the Secretary-Gunaral to dispatch a mission to study, on the spot, ways of
enabling us to strengthen the measures taken by ECOWAS.

The diligent way in which ECOWAS has approached the Council and the
promptness of the Council's response are encouraging factors that give us
grounds to hope that the situation will improve and that Liberia - torm apart,
battered and destabilized - will soon take its place amongst us once again ia
peace and tranquillity.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The next speaker is the
repraesentative of Mauritius, who wishes to make a statement as Chairman of the
the month Isvember.

I invite him to cake a place at the Council table ané to make his

statement.
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Mr., PEFSTHUM (Mauritius): It is a great honour for the delegation
of Mauritius and for me personally, as Chairman of the African Group for the
month of November, to address the Security Council on an issue of crucial
importance for peace and security c¢. our continent.

Allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate you, Sir, on assuming
the presidency of the Security Council, and to wish you success in the conduct
of our deliberations.

In convening a special meeting at ministerial level on the peaceful
settlamant of the conflict in Libaeria, the Sacurity Council has Qemonstrated
once again its commitment to furthering the cause of peace. Reglilonal hotbeds
of tension and criscs remain the most serious obstacles today to the positive
trends that have emerged in the world in recent years, changing internationcl
relations. The conflict in Liberia is therefore a cause of great concern to
the international conmunity at large, but foremost to Africa.

The afforts of African States im mounting o peace-keeping operation, the
first of its kind at the subregional level, at enormous cost and sacrifice,
especially for the member States of the Standing Mediation Committee and the
Committee of Five of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),
deserve the highest praise.

The Organization of Africen Unity has for its part given full attention
to this question and provided political support for the elaboration of a peace
process in the spirit of the Abuja Declaration on political principles. The
Security Council also reaffirmed in May this year that the Yamoussoukro Accord
of 30 October 1991 offers the best possible framework for a peaceful
resolution of the Liberian conflict by creating the necessary conditions for

free and fair elections in Liberia.
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The programmne of operation elaborated by the Committee of Five in Geneva
in May for the implementation of the Accord and the deployment of the Economic
Community Monitoring Group (ECOMNG) reflect the positive sentiments expressed
by the Heads of State of ECOWAS towards the current process of democratization
among States of the region and popular participation in political pluralism.
It is an ambitious tas’ whnse implementation would have helpeéd set up
appropriate institutional mechanisms for a peaceful political tramsition in
Liberia.

It is thus a matter of deep concern that the situation in Liberia is
deteriorating to the point of precluding prospects for the restoration of a
cease~fire and the disarming and confining of belligerent troops, let alone
any immediate hope for democratic elections.

The force of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia of Charles Taylor
has resorted to hostile acts against the peace-keeping troops of ECOMOG.
Atrocities committed against innocent civilian populations have resulted in
nearly 3,000 deaths in the past month and caused an influx of refugees into
Monrovia, where conditions are critical, to say the least.

The efforts of the States members of ECOWAS are a courageous attempt to
resolve a serious African conflict by the pesaceful settlement of disputes, and
not through a military solution. They deserve the full suppoit of the
international community.

The measures outlined in the draft resolution (5/24827) come under

Chapter VII of the Charter. They provide for sanctions and an arms embargo
anainet thnsoe narties to the ronflict that An not rasnect the pravisiong of

bl ==

the Yamoussoukro Accord, and are fully justified, in my delegation’'s view.
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The assistance of the United Nations at this juncture is essential to
avoid a tragedy that could have wide-ranging repercussions.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The last speaker on my
list is the representative of Egypt. I invite him to take a place at the
Council table and to make his statement.

Mr. ELARABY (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic): The Security
Council meets today to examine the deteriorating situation arising from the
continuing conflict in Liberia and its spread to its borders with neighbouring
States. 7This is a situation that poses a threat to peace and security in the
region of West Africa and, therefore makes it incumbent upon the Security
Council to act in order to put an end to the conflict through a peaceful
solution to the crisis.

In this regard, the delegation of Egypt welcomes the participation of the
African ministerial delegation in the Council's debate. This participation
reflects clearly the great importance attached by the African States to
dealing with the situation in Liberia.

The West African States have tried to help Liberia overcome its plight.
We commend those efforts. Moreover, the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) drew up a peace plan, and that was followed by the
Yamoussoukro Accord in October 1991. Those States have continued their good
offices to promote negotiation between the parties to the dispute and urged
them to respect the cease-fire and to start preparing for general elections.

In addition, the West African States sought to create a peaceful climate
that could reflect the genuine will of the people of Liberia, pave the road

towards remedying the problems created by the war and the devastation it has
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caused, make it possible for the refugees to return to their homes and thereby
restore normal living conditicns there.

However, it is evident that, to this moment, some parties to the dispute
are not prepared to carry out the previous accords. Indeed, those parties
have launched military operations against the cease-fire monitoring group
{ECOMOG) of ECOWAS. Given this deteriorating situation which threatens peace
and security in a region that embraces a number of States Members of the
United Nations, the Security Council is duty-bouuad to discharge its
responsibilities under the Charter by taking appropriate action to ensure that
all parties to the conflict respect the cease-fire promptly, start
implementing the peace accord and engage in reconstruction. The most
important measure in this respect is to apply the provisions c¢f Chapter VII of
the Charter and trereby to impose an embargo on the supply of arms to Liberia.

In this context, the position of Egypt may be summed up as follows:
First, the role played by ECOWAS with the a'm of restoring peace, security and
stability in Liberia should be supported.

Secondly, all parties should be urged to cooperate with the monitoring
group dispatched by ECOWAS and to refrain from any action that might impede

the discharge of its tasks.
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Thirdly, all parties should be called upon to comply promptly and fully
with the cease-fire.

Fourthly, the Secretary-General should dispatch a Special Representagive
to Liberia to meet with all parties concerned and assess the situation in an
effort to facilitate the peaceful resolution of the conflict.

In our view, the United Nations has a crucial role to play in the peace
process in Liberia once the parties concerned have complied with the
cease-fire. That role by the United Nations should be to prepare for and
monitor the future elections. United Nations specialized agencies could play
a crucial role in rebuilding the infrastructures of Liberia.

My delegation supports the adoption by the Security Council of a
resolution that contains the aforesaid elements. We believe that this will
send an unmistakable siynal to sll the parties concerned that the Council will
not hesitate to take the necessary and appropriate measures to deal with the
situation in the light of future developments.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): It is my understanding
that the Security Council is ready to proceed to the vote on the draft
regolution before it in document §/24827. If I hear no objection, I shall
take it that that is the case.

There being no objection, it is so decided.

1 therefore put to the vote the draft resolution in document 5$/24827.

A vote was taken by show of hapds.

In favour: Austria, Belgium, Cape Verde, China, Ecuador, France,

Bungary, Iadia, Japan, Morocco, Russiam Pederstiocn, Uni
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States

of America, Venezuela, Zimbabwe
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): There are 15 votes in
favour. The draft resolution has therefore been adopted unanimously as
resolution 788 (1992).

The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Benin wishes to make
a statement, and I now call on him.

Mr. HOLO (Benin) (interpretation from French): I should like, on
behalf of the Ministerial Delegation of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) present here today, to express to you, Mr. President, our
sincere thanks for the dedication, competence and skill with which you have
conducted the business of the Security Council on this important question of
civil war in Liberia, the continuation of which is a threat to the peace and
security of the West African subregion,

The Council has had a thorough discussion of tha subject, which has
resulted in forceful action, as the tragic situation requires. <he Council's
decision sends a very clear message to the protagomists i» the ongoing tragedy
in Liberia. Indeed, the international community cannot allow those
protagonists to dispose as they please of the lives and riches of a people who
have a right to choose their leaders through peaceful and democratic means,
merely to slake their own thirst for tyranny. It is also an encouragement of
the tireless efforts to find peace that are being made by our Heads of State
and Government, determined as they are to restore security to the subregion,
which is eager to achieve economic integration in the interest of its peoples.

The whole of Africa is grateful to the Council for having taken proper
stock of a situation that can only further impede the recovery of its economy,
whose continuing worsening can undermine its own security as well as that of

the rest of the world.
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On behalf of our Heads of State and Government, we assure the Security
Council that the Economic Comnunity of West African States will cooperate with
the Secretary-General's Special Representative in implementing the Paace Plan
for Liberia so that *hs Liberian people, s0 battered and war-torn, may tinally
experience peace, security and unity, and embark, with our support, on their
reconstruction and once more undertake their development in a world of
solidarity and independence.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Freanch): There are no further
speakers on my list. The Security Council has thus concluded the present
stage of its consideration of the item on its agenda. The Council will remain

selized of the matter.




